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?IIE  greatest  of  English  historians,  Macaulay,  and  one  of  the  most  brilliant  writers  of 
the  present  century,  has  said:  "The  history  of  a  country  is  best  told  in  a  record  of  the 
lives  of  its  pec^jle."  In  conformity  with  this  idea  the  Portrait  and  BiOGKAPmoAL 
Record  of  this  county  has  been  prepared.  Instead  of  going  to  musty  records,  and 
taking  therefrom  dry  statistical  matter  that  can  be  appreciated  liy  but  few,  our 
corps  of  writers  have  gone  to  the  people,  the  men  and  women  who  have,  by  their 
enterprise  and  industr_y,  brought  the  county  to  rank  second  to  none  among  those 
comprising  this  great  and  noble  State,  and  from  their  lips  have  the  stt)ry  of  their  life 
struggles.  No  more  interesting  or  instructive  matter  could  be  presented  to  an  intelli- 
gent public.  In  this  volume  will  be  found  a  record  of  many  whose  lives  are  worthy  the 
imitation  of  coming  generations.  It  tells  how  some,  commencing  life  in  poverty,  by 
industry  and  economy  have  accumulated  wealth.  It  tells  how  others,  with  limited 
advantages  for  securing  an  education,  have  become  learned  men  and  women,  with  an 
intluence  extending  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land.  It  tells  of  men  who 
have  risen  from  the  lower  walks  of  life  to  eminence  as  statesmen,  and  whose  names  have 
become  famous.  It  tells  of  those  in  every  walk  in  life  who  have  striven  to  succeed,  and 
records  how  that  success  has  usually  crowned  their  efforts.  It  tells  also  of  many,  very 
many,  who,  not  seeking  the  applause  of  the  world,  have  pursued  "the  even  tenor  of  their  wa^-,"  content 
to  have  it  said  of  them  as  Christ  said  of  the  woman  performing  a  deed  of  mercy — "they  have  done  what 
they  could."  It  tells  how  that  many  in  the  pride  and  strength  of  young  manhood  left  the  plow  and  the 
anvil,  the  lawyer's  office  and  the  counting-room,  left  every  trade  and  profession,  and  at  their  country's 
call  went  forth  valiantly  "to  do  or  die,"  and  how  through  their  efforts  the  Union  was  restored  and  peace 
once  more  reigned  in  the  laud.  In  the  life  of  every  man  and  of  every  woman  is  a  lesson  that  should  not 
be  lost  upon  those  who  follow  after. 

Coming  generations  will  api)reciate  this  volume  and  preserve  it  as  a  sacred  treasure,  from  the  fact 
that  it  contains  so  much  that  would  never  find  its  way  into  public  records,  and  which  would  otherwise  be 
inaccessible.  Great  care  has  been  taken  in  the  compilation  of  the  work  and  every  opportunity  possible 
given  to  those  represented  to  insure  correctness  in  what  has  been  written,  and  the  publishers  flatter  them- 
selves that  they  give  to  their  readers  a  work  with  few  errors  of  consequence.  In  addition  to  the  biograph- 
ical sketches,  portraits  of  a  number  of  representative  citizens  are  given. 

The  faces  of  some,  and  biographical  sketches  of  many,  will  be  missed  in  this  volume.  For  this  the 
publishers  are  not  to  blame.  Not  having  a  proper  conception  of  the  work,  some  refused  to  give  the 
information  necessary  to  compile  a  sketch,  while  others  were  indifferent.  Occasionally  some  member  of 
the  family  would  oppose  the  enterprise,  and  on  account  of  such  opposition  the  support  of  the  interested 
one  would  be  withheld.  In  a  few  instances  men  could  never  be  found,  though  repeated  calls  were  mjide 
at  their  residence  or  place  of  business. 
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HE  Father  of  our  Country  was 
'->}  born  in  Westmorland  Co.,  Va., 
'i  Feb.    22,    1732.     His  parents 
were    Augustine    and    Mary 
(Ball)  Washington.  The  family 
to  which  he  belonged  has  not 
been    satisfactorily  traced    in 
England.      His    great-grand- 
father, John  Washington,  em- 
igrated to  Virginia  about  1657, 
and    became     a     prosperous 
planter.      He  had   two   sons, 
Lawrence    and     John.      The 
former   married    Mildred    Warner 
and    had    three    children,    John, 
Augustine  and  Mildred.      Augus- 
tine,  the   father  of   George,  first 
married    Jane   Butler,    who    bore 
him  four  children,  two  of  whom, 
Lawrence  and  Augustine,  reached 
maturity.     Of  six  children  by  his 
second  marriage,  George  was  the 
eldest,    the    others    being    Betty, 
Samuel,  John   Augustine,  Charles 
and  Mildred. 
Augustine  Washington,  the  father  of  George,  died 
in    1743,  leaving  a  large  landed  property.     To   his 
eldest  son,  Lawrence,  he  bequeathed    an   estate  on 
the   Patomac,  afterwards  known  as   Mount   Vernon, 
and  to  George  he  left  the  parental  residence.    George 
received   only  such  education    as  the  neighborhood 
schools  afforded,  save  for  a  short  time  after  he  left 
school,    when    he    received    private     instruction    in 
mathematics.      Hig    spelling   v/as    rather   defectivo. 


Remarkable  stories  are  told  of  his  great  physica; 
strength  and  development  at  an  early  age.  He  was 
an  acknowledged  leader  among  his  companions,  and 
was  early  noted  for  that  nobleness  of  character,  fair- 
ness and  veracity  which  characterized  his  whole  life. 

When  George  was  1 4  years  old  he  had  a  desire  to  go  to 
sea,  and  a  midshipman's  warrant  was  secured  for  him, 
but  through  the  opposition  of  his  mother  the  idea  was 
abandoned.  Two  years  later  he  was  appointed 
surveyor  to  the  immense  estate  of  Lord  Fairfax.  In 
this  business  he  spent  three  years  in  a  rough  frontier 
life,  gaining  experience  which  afterwards  proved  very 
essential  to  him.  In  1751,  though  only  19  years  of 
age,  he  was  appointed  adjutant  with  the  rank  of 
major  in  the  Virginia  militia,  then  being  trained  for 
active  service  against  the  French  and  Indians.  Soon 
after  this  he  sailed  to  the  West  Indies  with  his  brother 
Lawrence,  who  went  there  to  restore  his  health.  They 
soon  returned,  and  in  the  summer  of  1752  Lawrence 
died,  leaving  a  large  fortune  to  an  infant  daughter 
who  did  not  long  survive  him.  On  her  demise  the 
estate  of  Mount  Vernon  was  given  to  George, 

UjxDn  the  arrival  of  Robert  Dinwiddle,  as  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor of  Virginia,  in  1752,  the  militia  was 
reorganized,  and  the  province  divided  into  four  mili- 
tary districts,  of  which  the  northern  was  assigned  to 
Washington  as  adjutant  general.  Shortly  after  this 
a  very  perilous  mission  was  assigned  him  and  ac- 
cepted, which  others  had  refused.  This  was  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  French  post  near  Lake  Erie  in  North- 
western Pennsylvania.  The  distance  to  be  traversed 
was  between  500  and  600  miles.  Winter  was  at  hand, 
and  the  journey  was  to  be  made  without  military 
escort,  through  a  tenitory  occupied  by  Indians.     T"n<: 
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irip  was  a  perilous  one,  and  several  limes  he  came  near 
losing  his  life,  yet  he  returned  in  safety  and  furnished 
a  full  and  useful  reixsrt  of  his  expedition.  A  regiment 
of  300  men  was  raised  in  Virginia  and  put  in  com- 
mand of  Col.  Joshua  Fry,  and  Major  Washington  was 
commissioned  lieutenant-colonel.  Active  war  was 
then  begun  against  the  French  and  Indians,  in  which 
Washington  took  a  most  important  part.  In  the 
memorable  event  of  July  9,  1755,  known  as  Brad- 
dock's  defeat,  Washington  was  almost  the  oi)ly  officer 
of  distinction  who  escaped  from  the  calamities  of  the 
day  with  life  and  honor.  The  other  aids  of  Braddock 
were  disabled  early  in  the  action,  and  Washington 
alone  was  left  in  that  capacity  on  the  field.  In  a  letter 
to  his  brother  he  says  :  "  I  had  four  bullets  through 
my  coat,  and  two  horses  shot  under  me,  yet  I  escaped 
unhurt,  though  death  was  leveling  my  companions 
on  every  side."  An  Indian  sharpshooter  said  he  was 
not  born  to  be  killed  by  a  bullet,  for  he  had  taken 
direct  aim  at  him  seventeen  times,  and  failed  to  hit 
him. 

After  having  been  five  years  in  the  military  service, 
and  vainly  sought  promotion  in  the  royal  army,  he 
took  advantage  of  the  fall  of  Fort  Duquesne  and  the 
expulsion  of  the  French  from  the  valley  of  the  Ohio, 
to  resign  his  commission.  Soon  after  he  entered  the 
Legislature,  where,  although  not  a  leader,  he  took  an 
active  and  important  part.  January  17,  1759,  he 
married  Mrs.  Martha  (Dandridge)  Custis,  the  wealthy 
widow  of  John  Parke  Custis. 

When  the  British  Parliament  had  closed  the  port 
^f  Boston,  the  cry  went  up  throughout  the  provinces 
that  "The  cause  of  Boston  is  the  cause  of  us  all." 
It  was  then,  at  the  suggestion  of  Virginia,  that  a  Con- 
gress of  all  the  colonies  was  called  to  meet  at  Phila- 
delphia,Sept.  5,  1774,  to  secure  their  common  liberties, 
peaceably  if  ixjssible.  To  this  Congress  Col.  Wash- 
ington was  sent  as  a  delegate.  On  May  10,  1775,  the 
Congress  re-assembled,  when  the  hostile  intentions  of 
England  were  plainly  apparent.  The  battles  of  Con- 
cord and  Lexington  had  been  fought.  Among  the 
first  acts  of  this  Congress  was  the  election  of  a  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  colonial  forces.  This  high  and 
responsible  office  was  conferred  upon  Washington, 
who  was  still  a  member  of  the  Congress.  He  accepted 
it  on  June  19,  but  upon  the  express  condition  that  he 
receive  no  salary.  He  would  keep  an  exact  account 
of  expenses  and  expect  Congress  lo  pay  them  and 
nothing  more.  It  is  not  the  object  of  this  sketch  to 
trace  the  military  acts  of  Washington,  to  whom  the 
fortunes  and  liberties  of  the  people  of  this  country 
were  so  long  confided.  The  war  was  conducted  by 
him  under  every  possible  disadvantage,  and  while  his 
forces  often  met  with  reverses,  yet  he  overcame  every 
obstacle,  and  after  seven  years  of  heroic  devotion 
and  matchless  skill  he  gained  liberty  for  the  greatest 
nation  of  earth.  On  Dec.  23,  1783,  Washington,  in 
,  a  pitting  address  of  surpassing  beauty,  resigned  his 


commission  as  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  10 
to  the  Continental  Congress  sitting  at  Annapolis.  He 
retired  immediately  to  Mount  Vernon  and  resumed 
his  occupation  as  a  farmer  and  planter,  shunning  all 
connection  with  public  life. 

In  February, 1 7 89,  Washington  was  unanimously 
elected  President.  In  his  presidential  career  ht  was 
subject  to  the  peculiar  trials  incidental  to  a  new 
government ;  trials  from  lack  of  confidence  on  the  part 
of  other  governments;  trials  from  want  of  harmony 
between  the  different  sections  of  our  own  country'; 
trials  from  the  impoverished  condition  of  the  country, 
owmg  to  the  war  and  want  of  credit;  trials  from  the 
beginnings  of  party  strife.  He  was  no  partisan.  His 
clear  judgment  could  discern  the  golden  mean;  and 
while  perhaps  this  alone  kept  our  government  from 
sinking  at  the  very  outset,  it  left  him  exposed  to 
attacks  from  both  sides,  which  were  often  bitter  and 
very  annoying. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  first  term  he  was  unani- 
mously re-elected.  At  the  end  of  this  term  many 
were  anxious  that  he  be  re-elected,  but  he  absolutely 
refused  a  third  nomination.  On  the  fourth  of  Man  h, 
1797,  at  the  expiraton  of  his  second  term  as  Presi- 
dent, he  returned  to  his  home,  hoping  to  pass  there 
his  few  remaining  years  free  from  the  annoyances  of 
public  life.  Later  in  the  year,  however,  his  repose 
seemed  likely  to  be  interrupted  by  war  with  France. 
At  the  prospect  of  such  a  war  he  was  again  urged  to 
take  command  of  the  armies.  He  chose  his  sub- 
ordinate officers  and  left  to  them  the  charge  of  mat- 
ters in  the  field,  which  he  superintended  from  his 
home.  In  accepting  the  command  he  made  the 
reservation  that  he  was  not  to  be  in  the  field  until 
it  was  necessary.  In  the  midst  of  these  preparations 
his  life  was  suddenly  cut  off.  December  r  2,  he  took 
a  severe  cold  from  a  ride  in  the  rain,  which,  settling 
in  his  throat,  produced  inflammation,  and  terminated 
fatally  on  the  night  of  the  fourteenth.  On  the  eigh- 
teenth his  body  was  borne  wi'h  military  honors  to  its 
final  resting  place,  and  interred  in  the  family  vault  at 
Mount  Vernon. 

Of  the  character  of  Washington  it  is  impossible  to 
speak  but  in  terms  of  the  highest  respect  and  ad- 
miration. The  more  we  see  of  the  operations  of 
our  government,  and  the  more  deeply  we  feel  the 
difficulty  of  uniting  all  opinions  in  a  common  interest, 
the  more  highly  we  must  estimate  the  force  of  his  tal- 
ent and  character,  which  have  bef'n  able  to  challenge 
the  reverence  of  all  parties,  and  principles,  and  na- 
tions, and  to  win  a  fame  as  extended  as  the  linjiis 
of  the  globe,  and  which  we  cannot  but  believe  will 
be  as  lasting  as  the  existence  of  man. 

The  person  of  Washington  was  unusally  tan,  erect 
and  well  proportioned.  His  muscular  strength  was 
great.  His  features  were  of  a  beautiful  synimetr\'. 
He  commanded  respect  without  any  appearance  of 
haughtiness,  and  ever  serious  without  b^inc  dull. 
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OHN  ADAMS,  the  second 
,  President  and  the  first  Vice- 
'  President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  in  Braintree  ( now 
Quincy),Mass.,  and  about  ten 
miles  from  Boston,  Oct.  19, 
1735.  His  great-grandfather,  Henry 
Adams,  emigrated  from  England 
about  1640,  with  a  family  of  eight 
sons,  and  settled  at  Braiutree.  The 
parents  of  John  were  John  and 
Susannah  (Boylston)  Adams.  His 
father  was  a  farmer  of  limited 
means,  to  which  he  added  the  bus- 
iness of  shoemaking.  He  gave  his 
eldest  son,  John,  a  classical  educa- 
tion at  Harvard  College.  John 
graduated  in  1755,  and  at  once  took  charge  of  the 
school  in  Worcester,  Mass.  This  he  found  but  a 
'scJMol  of  affliction,"  from  which  he  endeavored  to 
gain  relief  by  devoting  himself,  in  addition,  to  the 
study  of  law.  For  this  purpose  he  placed  himself 
'under  the  tuition  of  the  only  lawyer  in  the  town.  He 
had  thought  seriously  of  the  clerical  profession 
but  seems  to  have  been  turned  from  this  by  what  he 
termed  "  the  frightful  engines  of  ecclesiastical  coun- 
jils,  of  diabolical  malice,  andCalvanistic  good  nature," 
of  the  operations  of  which  he  had  been  a  witness  in 
his  native  town.  He  was  well  fitted  for  the  legal 
profession,  possessing  a  clear,  sonorous  voice,  being 
ready  and  fluent  of  speech,  and  having  quick  percep- 
tive powers.  He  gradually  gained  practice,  and  in 
1764  married  Abigail  Smith,  a  daughter  of  a  minister, 
and  a  lady  of  superior  intelligence.  Shortly  after  his 
marriage,  (1765),  the  attempt  of  Parliamentary  taxa- 
^on  turned  him  from  law  to  politics.  He  took  initial 
steps  toward  holding  -  town  meeting,  and  the  resolu- 


tions he  offered  on  the  subject  became  very  popular 
throughout  the  Province,  and  were  adopted  word  for 
word  by  over  forty  different  towns.  He  moved  to  Bos- 
ton in  1768,  and  became  one  of  the  most  courageous 
and  prominent  advocatesof  the  popular  cause,  and 
was  chosen  a  member  of  the  General  Court  (the  Leg- 
lislature)  in  1770. 

Mr.  Adams  was  chosen  one  of  the  first  delegate.s 
from  Massachusetts  to  the  first  Continental  Congress, 
which  met  in  1774.  Here  he  disringuished  himselt 
by  his  capacity  for  business  and  for  debate,  and  ad- 
vocated the  movement  for  independence  against  the 
majority  of  the  members.  In  May,  1776,  he  moved 
and  carried  a  resolution  in  Congress  that  the  Colonies 
should  assume  the  duties  of  self-government.  Ho 
was  a  prominent  member  of  the  committee  of  iive 
appointed  June  11,  to  prepare  a  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence. This  article  was  drawn  by  Jeff"erson,  but 
on  Adams  devolved  the  task  of  battling  it  through 
Congress  in  a  three  days  debate. 

On  the  day  after  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
was  passed,  while  his  soul  was  yet  warm  with  ths 
glow  of  excited  feeling,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  his  wife 
which,  as  we  read  it  now,  seems  to  have  been  dictated 
by  the  spirit  of  prophecy.  "Yesterday,"  he  says,  "the 
greatest  question  was  decided  that  ever  was  debated 
in  America;  and  greater,  perhaps,  never  was  or  wil 
be  decided  among  men.  A  resolution  was  passed 
without  one  dissenting  colony,  '  that  these  United 
States  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  free  and  inde- 
pendent  states,'  The  day  is  passed.  The  fourth  of 
July,  1776,  will  be  a  memorable  epoch  in  the  history 
of  America.  I  am  apt  to  believe  it  will  be  celebrated 
by  succeeding  generations,  as  the  great  anniversary^ 
festival.  It  ought  to  be  commemorated  as  the  day  of 
deliverance  by  solemn  acts  of  devotion  to  Almighty 
God.     It  ought  to  be  solemnized  with  jximp,  shows 
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games,  sports,  guns,  bells,  bonfires,  and  illuminations 
from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other,  from  this 
time  forward  for  ever.  You  will  think  me  transported 
with  entiuisiasm,  but  I  am  not.  I  am  well  aware  of 
the  toil,  and  blood  and  treasure,  that  it  will  cost  to 
maintain  this  declaration,  and  support  and  defend 
these  States;  yet,  through  all  the  gloom,  I  can  see  the 
rays  of  light  and  glory.  I  can  see  that  the  end  is 
worth  more  than  all  the  means;  and  that  posterity 
will  triumph,  although  you  and  1  may  rue,  which  I 
hope  we  shall  not." 

In  November,  1777,  Mr.  Adams  was  appointed  a 
ddegate  to  France^  and  to  co-operate  with  Bemjamin 
Franklin  and  Arthur  Lee,  who  were  then  in  Paris,  in 
the  endeavor  to  obtain  assistance  in  arms  and  money 
from  the  French  Government.  This  was  a  severe  trial 
to  his  patriotism,  as  it  separated  him  from  his  home, 
compelled  him  to  cross  the  ocean  in  winter,  and  ex- 
posed him  to  great  peril  of  capture  by  the  British  cruis- 
ers, who  were  seeking  him.  He  left  France  June  17, 
1779.  In  September  of  the  same  year  he  was  again 
chosen  to  go  to  Paris,  and  there  hold  himself  in  readi- 
ness to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  and  of  commerce 
with  Great  Britian,  as  soon  as  the  British  Cabinet 
might  be  found  willing  to  listen  to  such  pioposels.  He 
sailed  for  France  in  November,  from  there  he  went  to 
Holland,  where  he  negotiated  important  loans  and 
formed  important  commercial  treaties 

Finally  a  treaty  of  peace  with  England  was  signed 
Jan.  21,  1783.  The  re-action  from  the  excitement, 
toil  and  anxiety  through  which  Mr.  Adams  had  passed 
threw  him  into  a  fever.  After  suffering  from  a  con- 
tinued fever  and  becoming  feeble  and  emaciated  he 
was  advised  to  go  to  England  to  drink  the  waters  of 
Bath.  'While  in  England,  still  drooping  and desjwnd- 
ing,  he  received  dispatches  from  his  own  government 
urging  the  necessity  of  his  going  to  Amsterdam  to 
negotiate  another  loan.  It  was  winter,  his  health  was 
delicate,  yet  he  immediately  set  out,  and  through 
storm,  on  sea,  on  horseback  and  foot,he  made  the  trip. 

February  24,  r785.  Congress  appointed  Mr.  Adams 
envoy  to  the  Court  of  St.  James.  Here  he  met  face 
to  face  the  King  of  England,  who  had  so  long  re- 
garded him  as  a  traitor.  As  England  did  not 
condescend  to  appoint  a  minister  to  the  United 
States,  and  as  Mr.  .\dams  felt  that  he  was  accom- 
plishing but  little,  he  sought  permission  to  return  to 
nis  own  country,  where  he  arrived  in  June,  1788. 

When  Washington  was  first  chosen  President,  John 
Adams,  rendered  illustiious  by  his  signal  services  at 
home  and  abroad,  was  chosen  Vice  President.  Again 
at  the  second  election  of  Washington  as  President, 
Adams  was  chosen  Vice  President.  In  1796,  Wash- 
ington retired  from  public  life,  and  Mr.  Adams  was 
elected  President,though  not  without  much  opposition. 
Serving  in  this  office  four  years, he  was  succeeded  by 
Mr.  Jefferson,  his  opponent  in  politics. 

"JVliile   Mr.  Adams  was  Vice  President  the   great 


French  Revolution  shook  the  continent  of  Europe, 
and  it  was  upon  this  point  which  he  was  at  issue  wuh 
the  majority  of  his  countrymen  led  by  Mr.  Jefferson. 
Mr.  Adams  felt  no  sympathy  with  the  French  people 
in  their  struggle,  for  he  had  no  confidence  in  their 
power  of  self-government,  and  he  utterly  abhored  the 
classof  atheist  philosophers  who  he  claimed  caused  it. 
On  the  other  hand  Jefferson's  sympathies  were  strongly 
enlisted  in  behalf  of  the  French  people.  Hence  or- 
iginated the  alienation  between  these  distinguished 
men,  and  two  powerful  parties  were  thus  soon  organ- 
ized, Adams  at  the  head  of  the  one  whose  sympathies 
were  with  England  and  Jefferson  led  the  other  in 
sympathy  with  France. 

The  world  has  seldom  seen  a  spectacle  of  more 
moral  beauty  and  grandeur,  than  was  presented  by  the 
old  age  of  Mr.  Adams.  The  violence  of  party  feeling 
had  died  away,  and  he  had  begun  to  receive  that  just 
appreciation  which,  to  most  men,  is  not  accorded  till 
after  death.  No  one  could  look  upon  his  venerable 
form,  and  think  of  what  he  had  done  and  suffered, 
and  how  he  had  given  up  all  the  prime  and  strength 
of  his  life  to  the  public  good,  without  the  deepest 
emotion  of  gratitude  and  respect.  It  was  his  peculiar 
good  fortune  to  witness  the  complete  success  of  the 
institution  which  he  had  been  so  active  in  creating  and 
supix)rting.  In  1824,  his  cup  of  happiness  was  filled 
to  the  brim,  by  seeing  his  son  elevated  to  the  highest 
station  in  the  gift  of  the  people. 

The  fourth  of  July,  1826,  which  completed  the  half 
century  since  the  signing  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, arrived,  and  there  were  but  three  of  the 
signers  of  that  immortal  instrument  left  upon  the 
earth  to  hail  its  morning  light.  And,  as  it  is 
well  known,  on  that  day  two  of  these  finished  their 
earthly  pilgrimage,  a  coincidence  so  remarkable  as 
to  seem  miraculous.  For  a  few  days  before  Mr. 
Adams  had  been  rapidly  failing,  and  on  the  morning 
of  the  fourth  he  found  himself  too  weak  to  rise  from 
his  bed.  On  being  requested  to  name  a  toast  for  the 
customary  celebration  of  the  day,  he  exclaimed  "  In- 
dependence FOREVER."  When  the  day  was  ushered 
in,  by  the  ringing  of  bells  and  the  firing  of  cannons, 
he  was  asked  by  one  of  his  attendants  if  he  knew 
what  day  it  was?  He  replied,  "  O  yes  ;  it  is  the  glor- 
ious fourth  of  July — God  bless  it — God  bless  you  all." 
In  the  course  of  the  day  he  said,  "It  is  a  great  and 
glorious  day."  The  last  words  he  uttered  were, 
"Jefferson  survives."  But  he  had,  at  one  o'clock,  re- 
signed his  spirit  into  the  hands  of  his  God. 

The  personal  appearance  and  manners  of  Mr. 
Adams  were  not  particularly  prepossessing.  His  face, 
as  his  portrait  manifests.was  intellectual  ard  expres- 
sive, but  his  figure  was  low  and  ungraceful,  and  his 
manners  were  frequently  abrupt  and  uncourteous. 
He  had  neither  the  lofty  dignity  of  Washington,  noi 
the  engaging  elegance  and  gracefulness  which  marked 
the  manners  and  address  of  Jefferson. 
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HOMAS  JEFFERSON  was 
born  April  2,   1743,   at  Shad- 
JPwell,  Albermarle  county,  Va. 
His  parents  were    Peter  and 
Jane  (  Randolph)    Jefferson, 
the  former  a  native  of  Wales, 
and  the  latter  born  in  Lon- 
don.    To  them  were  born  six 
daughters   and   two   sons,  of 
whom  Thomas  was  the  elder. 
When   14  years   of  age    his 
father  died.     He  received  a 
most  liberal  education,    hav- 
ing been  kept  diligently  at  school 
from  the  time  he  was  five  years  of 
age.     In  1760  he  entered  William 
end  Mary  College.     Williamsburg  was  then  the  seat 
of  the  Colonial  Court,  and  it  was  the  obode  of  fashion 
and  splendor.      Young  Jefferson,  who  was  then   17 
years  old,  lived  somewhat  expensively,  keeping  fine 
horses,  and  much  caressed  by  gay  society,    yet    he 
was  earnestly  devoted  to  his  studies,  and  irreproacha- 
able  in  his  morals.     It   is   strange,   however,   under 
such  influences.that  he  was  not  ruined.     In  the   sec- 
ond year  of  his  college  course,  moved  by  some  un- 
explained inward  impulse,  he  discarded   his   horses, 
society,  and  even  his  favorite  violin,  to  which  he  had 
previously  given  much  time.     He  often  devoted  fifteen 
hours  a  day  to  hard    study,  allowing  himself  for  ex- 
ercise only  a  run  in  the  evening  twilight  of  a  mile  out 
of  the  city  and  back  again.     He  thus  attained_  very 
high  intellectual  culture,  alike  excellence  in  philoso- 
phy and  the  languages.  The  most  difficult  Latin  and 
Greek  authors  he  read  with  facility.     A  more  finished 
scholar  has  seldom  gone  forth  from  college  halls;  and 


there  was  not  to  be  found,  perhaps,  in  all  Virginia,  a 
more  pureminded,  upright,  gentlemanly  young  man. 

Immediately  upon  leaving  college  he  began  the 
study  of  law.  For  the  short  time  he  continued  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  he  rose  rapidly  and  distin- 
guished himself  by  his  energy  and  accuteness  as  a 
lawyer.  But  the  times  called  for  greater  action. 
The  policy  of  England  had  awakened  the  spirit  of 
resistance  of  the  American  Colonies,  and  the  enlarged 
views  which  Jefferson  had  ever  entertained,  soon  led 
him  into  active  political  life.  In  1769  he  was  chosen 
a  member  of  the  Virginia  House  of  Burgesses,  In 
1772  he  married  Mrs.  Martha  Skelton,  a  very  beauti- 
ful, wealthy  and  highly  accomplished  young  widow 

Upon  Mr.  Jefferson's  large  estate  at  Shadwell,  there 
was  a  majestic  swell  of  land,  called  Monticello,  which 
commanded  a  prospect  of  wonderful  extent  and 
beauty.  This  spot  Mr.  Jefferson  selected  for  his  new 
home;  and  here  he  reared  a  mansion  of  modest  yet 
elegant  architecture,  which,  next  to  Mount  Vernon 
became  the  most  distinguished  resort  in  our  land. 

In  177s  he  was  sent  to  the  Colonial  Congress, 
where,  though  a  silent  member,  his  abilities  as  a 
writer  and  a  reasoner  soon  become  known,  and  he 
was  placed  upon  a  number  of  important  committees, 
and  was  chairman  of  the  one  appointed  for  the  draw- 
ing up  of  a  declaration  of  independence.  This  com- 
mittee consisted  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  John  Adams, 
Benjamin  Franklin,  Roger  Sherman  and  Robert  R. 
Livingston.  Jefferson,  as  chairman,  was  apix)inted 
to  draw  up  the  paper.  Franklin  and  Adams  suggested 
a  few  verbal  changes  before  it  was  submitted  to  Con- 
gress. On  June  28,  a  few  slight  changes  were  made 
in  it  by  Congress,  and  it  was  passed  and  signed  July 
4,  1776,     What  must  have  been  the  feelings  of  that 
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man — what  the  emotions  that  swelled  his  breast — 
who  was  charged  with  the  preparation  of  that  Dec- 
laration, which,  while  it  made  known  the  wrongs  of 
America,  was  also  to  publish  her  to  the  world,  free, 
soverign  and  independent.  It  is  one  of  the  most  re- 
markable papers  ever  written  ;  and  did  no  other  effort 
of  the  mind  of  its  author  exist,  that  alone  would  be 
sufficient  to  stamp  his  name  with  immortality. 

In  1779  Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  successor  to 
Patrick  Henry,  as  Governor  of  Virginia.  At  one  time 
the  British  officer,  Tarleton,  sent  a  secret  expedition  to 
Moniicello,  to  capture  the  Governor.  Scarcely  five 
minutes  elapsed  after  the  hurried  escape  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson and  his  family,  ere  his  mansion  was  in  posses- 
sion of  the  British  troops.  His  wife's  health,  never 
very  good,  was  much  injured  by  this  excitement,  and 
in  the  summer  of  1782  she  died. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  to  Congress  in  1783. 
Two  years  later  he  was  appointed  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary to  France.  Returning  to  the  United  States 
in  September,  1789,  he  became  Secretary  of  State 
in  Washington's  cabinet.  This  position  he  resigned 
Jan.  I,  1794.  In  1797,  he  was  chosen  Vice  Presi- 
dent, and  four  years  later  was  elected  President  over 
Mr.  Adams,  with  Aaron  Burr  as  Vice  President.  In 
1804  he  was  re-elected  with  wonderful  unanimity, 
and  George  Clinton,  Vice  President. 

The  early  part  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  second  adminstra- 
tion  was  disturbed  by  an  event  which  threatened  the 
tranquility  and  peace  of  the  Union ;  this  was  the  con- 
spiracy of  Aaron  Burr.  Defeated  in  the  late  election 
to  the  Vice  Presidency,  and  led  on  by  an  unprincipled 
ambition,  this  extraordinary  man  formed  the  plan  of  a 
military  expedition  into  the  Spanish  territories  on  our 
southwestern  frontier,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  there 
a  new  republic.  This  has  been  generally  supposed 
was  a  mere  pretext ;  and  although  it  has  not  been 
generally  known  what  his  real  plans  were,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  they  were  of  a  far  more  dangerous 
character. 

In  1809,  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  term  for 
which  Mr.  Jefferson  had  been  elected,  he  determined 
to  retire  from  political  life.  For  a  period  of  nearly 
.'brty  years,  he  had  been  continually  before  the  pub- 
dc,  and  all  that  time  had  been  employed  in  offices  of 
the  greatest  trust  and  responsibility.  Having  thus  de- 
voted the  best  part  of  his  life  to  the  service  of  his 
country,  he  now  felt  desirous  of  that  rest  which  his 
declining  years  required,  and  upon  the  organization  of 
the  new  administration,  in  March,  1809,  he  bid  fare- 
well forever  to  public  life,  and  retired  to  Monticello. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  profuse  in  his  hospitality.  Whole 
families  came  in  their  coaches  with  their  horses, — 
fathers  and  mothers,  boys  and  girls,  babies  and 
nurses, — and  remained  three  and  even  six  months. 
Life  at  Monticello,  for  years,  resembled  that  at  a 
fashionable  watering-place. 

The  fourth  of  July,  1826,  being  the  fiftieth  anniver- 


sary of  the  Declaration  of  American  Independence, 
great  preparations  were  made  in  every  part  of  tht 
Union  for  its  celebration,  as  the  nation's  jubilee,  and 
the  citizens  of  Washington,  to  add  to  the  solemnity 
of  the  occasion,  invited  Mr.  Jefferson,  as  the  framer. 
and  one  of  the  few  surviving  signers  of  the  Declara- 
tion, to  participate  in  their  iestivities.  But  an  ill- 
ness, which  had  been  of  several  weeks  duration,  and 
had  been  continually  increasing,  compelled  him  to 
decline  the  invitation. 

On  the  second  of  July,  the  disease  under  which 
he  was  laboring  left  him,  but  in  such  a  reduced 
state  that  his  medical  attendants,  entertained  no 
hope  of  his  recovery.  From  this  time  he  was  perfectly 
sensible  that  his  last  hour  was  at  hand.  On  the  next 
day,  which  was  Monday,  he  asked  of  those  around 
him,  the  day  of  the  month,  and  on  being  told  it  was 
the  third  of  July,  he  expressed  the  earnest  wish  tha'; 
he  might  be  permitted  to  breathe  the  air  of  the  fiftieth 
anniversary.  His  prayer  was  heard — that  day,  whose 
dawn  was  hailed  with  such  rapture  through  our  land, 
burst  upon  his  eyes,  and  then  they  were  closed  for- 
ever. And  what  a  noble  consummation  of  a  noble 
life!  To  die  on  that  day,^the  birthday  of  a  nation,- - 
the  day  which  his  own  name  and  his  own  act  had 
rendered  glorious;  to  die  amidst  the  rejoicings  and 
festivities  of  a  whole  nation,  who  looked  up  to  him, 
as  the  author,  under  God,  of  their  greatest  blessings, 
was  all  that  was  wanting  to  fill  up  the  record  his  life. 

Almost  at  the  same  hour  of  his  death,  the  kin- 
dred spirit  of  the  venerable  Adams,  as  if  to  bear 
him  company,  left  the  scene  of  his  earthly  honors. 
Hand  in  hand  they  had  stood  forth,  the  champions  of 
freedom ;  hand  in  hand,  during  the  dark  and  desper- 
ate struggle  of  the  Revolution,  they  had  cheered  and 
animated  their  desponding  countrymen;  for  half  a 
century  they  had  labored  together  for  the  good  of 
the  country;  and  now  hand  in  hand  they  depart. 
In  their  lives  they  had  been  united  in  the  same  great 
cause  of  liberty,  and  in  their  deaths  they  were  not 
divided. 

In  person  Mr.  Jefferson  was  tall  and  thin,  rather 
above  six  feet  in  height,  but  well  formed;  his  eyes 
were  light,  his  hair  originally  red,  in  after  life  became 
white  and  silvery  ;  his  complexion  was  fair,  his  fore  ■ 
head  broad,  and  his  whole  countenance  intelligent  and 
thoughtful.  He  possessed  great  fortitude  of  mind  as 
well  as  personal  courage ;  and  }.;s  command  of  tem- 
per was  such  that  his  oldest  and  most  intimate  friends 
never  recollected  to  have  seen  him  in  a  passion. 
His  manners,  though  dignified,  were  simple  and  un- 
affected, and  his  hospitality  was  so  unbounded  that 
all  found  at  his  house  a  ready  welcome.  In  conver- 
sation he  was  fluent,  eloquent  and  enthusiastic;  and 
his  language  was  remarkably  pure  and  correct.  He 
was  a  finished  classical  scholar,  and  in  his  writings  is 
discernable  the  care  with  which  he  formed  his  style 
upon  the  best  models  of  antiquity. 
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AMES    MADISON,    "Father 
of  the  Constitution,"  and  fourth 
President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  March  i6,  1757,  and 
died  at  his   home  in  Virginia, 
June  28,  1836.     The  name  of 
James  Madison  is  inseparably  con- 
nected with  most  of  the  important 
events  in  that  heroic  period  of  our 
country  during  which  the  founda- 
tions of   this  great    repubhc   were 
laid.  He  was  the  last  of  the  founders 
of  the   Constitution   of  the    United 
States  to   be   called    to   his    eternal 
reward. 

The  Madison  family  were  among 
the  early  emigrants  to  the  New  World, 
landing  upon  the  shores  of  the  Chesa- 
peake but  15  years  after  the  settle- 
ment of  Jamestown.  The  father  of 
James  Madison  was  an  opulent 
planter,  residing  upon  a  very  fine  es- 
tate called  "Montpelier,"  Orange  Co., 
Va.  The  mansion  was  situated  in 
the  midst  of  scenery  highly  pictur- 
esque and  romantic,  on  the  west  side 
of  South-west  Mountain,  at  the  foot  of 
Blue  Ridge.  It  was  but  25  miles  from  the  home  of 
Jefferson  at  Monticello.  The  closest  personal  and 
political  attachment  existed  between  these  illustrious 
men,  from  their  early  youth  until  death. 

The  early  education  of  Mr.  Madison  was  conductetl 
mostly  at  home  under  a  private  tutor.  At  the  age  of 
18  he  was  sent  to  Princeton  College,  in  New  Jersey. 
Here  he  applied  himself  to  study  with  the  most  im- 


prudent zeal;  allowing  himself,  for  months,  but  three 
hours'  sleep  out  of  the  24.  His  health  thus  became  so 
seriously  impaired  that  he  never  recovered  any  vigor 
of  constitution.  He  graduated  in  177  i,  with  a  feeble 
body,  with  a  character  of  utmost  purity,  and  with  a 
mind  highly  disciplined  and  richly  stored  with  learning 
which  embellished  and  gave  proficiency  to  his  subsf  ■ 
quent  career. 

Returning  to  Virginia,  he  commenced  the  study  of 
law  and  a  course  of  extensive  and  systematic  reading. 
This  educational  course,  the  spirit  of  the  times  in 
which  he  lived,  and  the  society  with  which  he  asso- 
ciated, all  combined  to  inspire  him  with  a  strong 
love  of  liberty,  and  to  train  him  for  his  life-work  ot 
a  statesman.  Being  naturally  of  a  religious  turn  of 
mind,  and  his  frail  health  leading  him  to  think  that 
his  life  was  not  to  be  long,  he  directed  especial  atten- 
tion to  theological  studies.  Endowed  with  a  mind 
singularly  free  from  passion  and  prejudice,  and  with 
almost  unequalled  powers  of  reasoning,  he  weighed 
all  the  arguments  for  and  against  revealed  religion, 
until  his  faith  became  so  established  as  never  to 
be  shaken. 

In  the  spring  of  1776,  when  26  years  of  age,  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Convention,  to 
frame  the  constitution  of  the  State.  The  next  year 
(1777),  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  General  Assembly. 
He  refused  to  treat  the  whisky-loving  voters,  and 
consequently  lost  his  election ;  but  those  who  had 
witnessed  the  talent,  energy  and  public  spirit  of  the 
modest  young  man,  enlisted  themselves  in  his  behalf, 
and  he  was  appointed  to  the    Executive  Council. 

Both  Patrick  Henry  and  Thomas  Jefferson  were 
Governors  of  Virginia  while  Mr.  Madison  remained 
member  of  the  Council ;    and  their  appreciation  of  his 
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intellectual,  social  and  moral  worth,  contributed  not 
a  little  to  his  subsequent  eminence.  In  the  year 
1780,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress.  Here  he  met  the  most  illustrious  men  in 
our  land,  and  he  was  immediately  assigned  to  one  of 
the  most  conspicuous  positions  among  them. 

For  three  years  Mr.  Madison  continued  in  Con- 
gress, one  of  its  most  active  and  influential  members. 
In  the  year  1784,  his  term  having  expired,  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Legislature. 

No  man  felt  more  deeply  than  Mr.  Madison  the 
utter  inefficiency  of  the  old  confederacy,  with  no  na- 
tional government,  with  no  power  to  form  treaties 
which  would  be  binding,  or  to  enforce  law.  There 
was  not  any  .State  more  prominent  than  Virginia  in 
the  declaration,  that  an  efficient  national  government 
must  be  formed.  In  January,  1786,  Mr.  Madison 
carried  a  resolution  through  the  General  Assembly  of 
Virginia,  inviting  the  other  States  to  appoint  commis- 
sioners to  meet  in  convention  at  Annapolis  to  discuss 
this  subject.  Five  States  only  were  represented.  The 
convention,  however,  issued  another  call,  drawn  up 
by  Mr.  Madison,  urging  all  the  States  to  send  their 
delegates  to  Philadelphia,  in  May,  1787,  to  draft 
a  Constitution  for  the  (jnited  States,  to  take  the  place 
of  that  Confederate  League.  The  delegates  met  at 
the  time  appointed.  Every  State  but  Rhode  Island 
'•vas  represented.  George  Washington  was  chosen 
president  of  the  convention  ;  and  the  present  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  was  then  and  there  formed. 
There  was,  perhaps,  no  mind  and  no  pen  more  ac- 
tive in  framing  this  immortal  document  than  the  mind 
and  the  pen  of  James  Madison. 

The  Constitution,  adopted  by  a  vote  81  to  79,  was 
to  be  presented  to  the  several  States  for  acceptance. 
But  grave  solicitude  was  felt.  Should  it  be  rejected 
we  should  be  left  but  a  conglomeration  of  independent 
States,  with  but  little  power  at  home  and  little  respect 
abroad.  Mr.  Madison  was  selected  by  the  conven- 
tion to  draw  up  an  address  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  expounding  the  principles  of  the  Constitution, 
and  urging  its  adoption.  There  was  great  opposition 
to  it  at  first,  but  it  at  length  triumphed  over  all,  and 
went  into  effect  in  1789. 

Mr.  Madison  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  the  first  Congress,  and  soon  became  the 
avowed  leader  of  the  Republican  party.  While  in 
New  York  attending  Congress,  he  met  Mrs.  Todd,  a 
young  widow  of  remarkable  power  of  fascination, 
whom  he  married.  She  was  in  person  and  character 
queenly,  and  probably  no  lady  has  thus  far  occupied 
so  prominent  a  position  in  the  very  peculiar  society 
which  has  constituted  our  republican  court  as  Mrs. 
Madison. 

Mr.  Madison  served  as  Secretary  of  State  under 
Jefferson,  and  at  the  close  of  his  administration 
was  chosen  President.  At  this  time  the  encroach- 
ments of  England  had  brought  us  to  the  verge  of  war.  ^ 


British  orders  in  council  destioyed  our  commerce,  and 
our  flag  was  exposed  to  constant  insult.  Mr.  Madison 
was  a  man  of  peace.  Scholarly  in  his  taste,  retiring 
in  his  disposition,  war  had  no  charms  for  him.  But  the 
meekest  spirit  can  be  roused.  It  makes  one's  blood 
boil,  even  now,  to  think  of  an  American  ship  brought 
to,  upon  the  ocean,  by  the  guns  of  an  English  cruiser. 
A  young  lieutenant  steps  on  board  and  orders  the 
crew  to  be  paraded  before  him.  With  great  nonchal- 
ance he  selects  any  number  whom  he  may  please  to 
designate  as  British  subjects ;  orders  them  down  the 
ship's  side  into  his  boat;  and  places  them  on  the  gun- 
deck  of  his  man-of-war,  to  fight,  by  compulsion,  the 
battles  of  England.  Tliis  right  of  search  and  im- 
pressment, no  efforts  of  our  Government  could  induce 
the  British  cabinet  to  relinquish. 

On  the  iSth  of  June,  18 12,  President  Madison  gave 
his  approval  to  an  act  of  Congress  declaring  war 
against  Great  Britain.  Notwithstanding  the  bitter 
hostility  of  the  Federal  party  to  the  war,  the  country 
in  general  approved;  and  Mr.  Madison,  on  the  4th 
of  March,  i8i3)  was  re-elected  by  a  large  majority, 
and  entered  upon  his  second  term  of  office.  This  is 
not  the  place  to  describe  the  various  adventures  of 
this  war  on  the  land  and  on  the  water.  Our  infanl 
navy  then  laid  the  foundations  of  its  renown  in  grap- 
pling with  the  most  formidable  power  which  ever 
swept  the  seas.  The  contest  commenced  in  earnest 
by  the  appearance  of  a  British  fleet,  early  in  February, 
1813,  in  Chesapeake  Bay,  declaring  nearly  the  whole 
coast  of  the  United  States  under  blockade. 

The  Emperor  of  Russia  offered  his  services  as  me 
ditator.  America  accepted ;  England  refused.  A  Brit- 
ish force  of  five  thousand  men  landed  on  the  banks 
of  the  Patuxet  River,  near  its  entrance  into  Chesa- 
peake Bay,  and  marched  rapidly,  by  way  of  Bladens- 
burg,  upon  Washington. 

The  straggling  little  city  of  Washington  was  thrown 
into  consternation.  The  cannon  of  the  brief  conflict 
at  Bladensburg  echoed  through  the  streets  of  the 
metropolis.  The  whole  population  fled  from  the  city. 
The  President,  leaving  Mrs.  Madison  in  the  NVhite 
House,  with  her  carriage  drawn  up  at  the  doer  to 
await  his  speedy  return,  hurried  to  meet  the  officers 
in  a  council  of  war.  He  met  our  troops  utterly  routed, 
and  he  could  not  go  back  without  danger  of  being 
captured.  But  few  hours  elapsed  ere  the  Presidential 
Mansion,  the  Capitol,  and  all  the  public  buildings  in 
Washington  were  in  flames. 

The  war  closed  after  two  years  of  fighting,  and  on 
Feb.  13,  1S15, the  treaty  of  peace  was  signed  atGhent. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1817,  his  second  term  of 
office  expired,  and  he  resigned  the  Presidential  chair 
to  his  friend,  James  Monroe.  He  retired  to  his  beau- 
tiful home  at  Montpelier,  and  there  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days.  On  June  28,  1836,  then  at  the 
age  of  85  years,  he  fell  asleep  in  death.  Mrs.  Madi- 
son died  July  12,  1849. 
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AMES  MONROE,  the  fifth 
.President  of  The  United  States, 
was  born  in  Westmoreland  Co., 
Va.,  April  28,  175S.  His  early 
life  was  passed  at  the  place  of 
nativity.  His  ancestors  had  for 
many  years  resided  in  the  prov- 
ince in  which  he  was  born.  When, 
at  17  years  of  age,  in  the  process 
of  completing  his  education  at 
William  and  Mary  College,  the  Co- 
lonial Congress  assembled  at  Phila- 
delphia to  deliberate  upon  the  un- 
just and  manifold  oppressions  of 
Great  Britian,  declared  the  separa- 
tion of  the  Colonies,  and  promul- 
gated the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence. Had  he  been  born  ten  years  before  it  is  highly 
probable  that  he  would  have  been  one  of  the  signers 
of  that  celebrated  instrument.  At  this  time  he  left 
school  and  enlisted  among  the  patriots. 

He  joined  the  army  when  everything  looked  hope- 
less and  gloomy.  The  number  of  deserters  increased 
from  day  to  day.  The  invading  armies  came  pouring 
in ;  and  the  tories  not  only  favored  the  cause  of  the 
mother  country,  but  disheartened  the  new  recruits, 
who  were  sufficiently  terrified  at  the  prospect  of  con- 
tending with  an  enemy  whom  they  had  been  taught 
to  deem  invincible.  To  such  brave  spirits  as  James 
Monroe,  who  went  right  onward,  undismayed  through 
difficulty  and  danger,  the  United  States  owe  their 
political  emancipation.  The  young  cadet  joined  the 
ranks,  and  espoused  the  cause  of  his  injured  country, 
with  a  firm  determination  to  live  or  die  with  her  strife 


for  liberty.  Firmly  yet  sadly  he  shared  in  the  mel- 
ancholy retreat  from  Harleam  Heights  and  White 
Plains,  and  accompanied  the  dispirited  army  as  it  fled 
before  its  foes  through  New  Jersey.  In  four  months 
after  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  the  patriots 
had  been  beaten  in  seven  battles.  At  the  battle  of 
Trenton  he  led  the  vanguard,  and,  in  the  act  of  charg- 
ing upon  the  enemy  he  received  a  wound  in  the  left 
shoulder. 

As  a  reward  for  his  bravery,  Mr.  Monroe  was  pro- 
moted a  captain  of  infantry ;  and,  having  recovered 
from  his  wound,  he  rejoined  the  army.  He,  however, 
receded  from  the  line  of  promotion,  by  becoming  an 
officer  in  the  staff  of  Lord  Sterling.  During  the  cam- 
paigns of  1777  and  1778,  in  the  actions  of  Brandy 
wine,  Germantown  and  Monmouth,  he  continued 
aid-de-camp;  but  becoming  desirous  to  regain  his 
position  in  the  army,  he  exerted  himself  to  collect  a 
regiment  for  the  Virginia  line.  This  scheme  failed 
owing  to  the  exhausted  condition  of  the  State.  Upon 
this  failure  he  entered  the  office  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  at 
that  period  Governor,  and  pursued,  with  considerable 
ardor,  the  study  of  common  law.  He  did  not,  however, 
entirely  lay  aside  the  knapsack  for  the  green  bag ; 
but  on  the  invasions  of  the  enemy,  served  as  a  volun 
teer,  during  the  two  years  of  his  legal  pursuits. 

In  1782,  he  was  elected  from  King  George  county, 
a  member  of  the  Leglislature  of  Virginia,  and  by  that 
body  he  was  elevated  to  a  scat  in  the  Executive 
Council.  He  was  thus  honored  with  the  confidence 
of  his  fellow  citizens  at  23  years  of  age  ;  and  having 
at  this  early  period  displayed  some  of  that  ability 
and  aptitude  for  legislation,  which  were  afterwards 
employed  with  unremittingenergy  for  the  public  good. 
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he  was  in  the  succeeding  year  chosen  a  member  of 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
Deeply  as  Mr.  Monroe  felt  the  imperfections  of  the  old 
Confederacy,  he  was  opposed  to  the  new  Constitution, 
'.hiiiking,  with  many  others  of  the  Republican  party, 
'.hat  it  gave  too  much  power  to  the  Central  Government, 
and  not  enough  to  the  individual  States.  Still  he  re- 
tained the  esteem  of  his  friends  who  were  its  warm 
supporters,  and  who,  notwithstanding  his  opposition 
secured  its  adoption.  In  1789,  he  became  a  member 
of  the  United  States  Senate ;  which  office  he  held  for 
four  years.  Every  month  the  line  of  distinction  be- 
tween the  two  great  parties  which  divided  the  nation, 
the  Pederal  and  the  Republican,  was  growing  more 
distinct.  The  two  prominent  ideas  which  now  sep- 
arated them  were,  that  the  Republican  party  was  in 
sympathy  with  France,  and  also  in  favor  of  such  a 
strict  construction  of  the  Constitution  as  to  give  the 
Central  Government  as  little  power,  and  the  State 
Governments  as  much  ix)wer,  as  the  Constitution  would 
warrant.  The  Federalists  sympathized  with  England, 
and  were  in  favor  of  a  liberal  construction  of  the  Con- 
stitution, which  would  give  as  much  power  to  the 
Central  Government  as  that  document  could  possibly 
authorize. 

The  leading  Federalists  and  Republicans  were 
alike  noble  men,  consecrating  all  their  energies  to  the 
good  of  the  nation.  Two  more  honest  men  or  more 
pure  patriots  than  John  Adams  the  Federalist,  and 
James  Monroe  the  Republican,  never  breathed.  In 
'building  up  this  majestic  nation,  which  is  destined 
to  eclipse  all  Grecian  and  Assyrian  greatness,  the  com- 
bination of  their  antagonism  was  needed  to  create  the 
light  equilibrium.  And  yet  each  in  his  day  was  de- 
nounced as  almost  a  demon. 

Washington  was  then  President.  England  had  es- 
poused the  cause  of  the  Bourbons  against  the  princi- 
ples of  the  French  Revolution.  All  Europe  was  drawn 
into  the  conflict.  We  were  feeble  and  far  away. 
Washington  issued  a  proclamation  of  neutrality  be- 
tween these  contending  powers.  France  had  helped 
us  in  the  struggle  for  our  liberties.  All  the  despotisms 
of  Europe  were  now  combined  to  prevent  the  French 
from  escaping  from  a  tyranny  a  thousand-fold  worse 
than  that  which  we  had  endured  Col.  Monroe,  more 
magnanimous  than  prudent,  was  anxious  that,  at 
whatever  hazard,  we  should  help  our  old  allies  in 
their  extremity.  It  was  the  impulse  of  a  generous 
and  noble  nature.  He  violently  opposed  the  Pres- 
ident's proclamation  as  ungrateful  and  wanting  in 
magnanimity. 

Washington,  who  could  appreciate  such  a  character, 
developed  his  calm,  serene,  almost  divine  greatness, 
by  appointing  that  very  James  Monroe,  who  was  de- 
nouncing the  policy  of  the  Government,  as  the  minister 
of  that  Government  to  the  Republic  of  France.  Mr. 
Monroe  was  welcomed  by  the  National  Convention 
in  France  with  the  most  enthusiastic  demonstrations. 


Shortly  after  his  return  to  this  country',  Mr.  Mon- 
roe was  elected  Governor  of  Virginia,  and  held  the 
office  for  three  years.  He  was  again  sent  to  France  to 
co-operate  with  Chancellor  Livingston  in  obtaining 
the  vast  territory  then  known  as  the  Province  of 
Louisiana,  which  France  had  but  shortly  before  ob- 
tained from  Spain.  Their  united  efforts  were  suc- 
cessful. For  the  comparatively  small  sum  of  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars,  the  entire  territor)'  of  Orleans  and 
district  of  Louisiana  were  added  to  the  United  States. 
This  was  probably  the  largest  transfer  of  real  estate 
which  was  ever  made  in  all  the  history  of  the  world. 

From  France  Mr.  Monroe  went  to  England  to  ob- 
tain from  that  country  some  recognition  of  our 
rights  as  neutrals,  and  to  remonstrate  against  those 
odious  impressments  of  our  seamen.  But  Eng- 
land was  unrelenting.  He  again  returned  to  Eng- 
land on  the  same  mission,  but  could  receive  no 
redress.  He  returned  to  his  home  and  was  again 
chosen  Governor  of  Virginia.  This  he  soon  resigned 
to  accept  the  position  of  Secretary  of  State  under 
Madison.  While  in  this  office  war  with  England  was 
declared,  the  Secretary  of  War  resigned,  and  during 
these  tr}'ing  times,  the  duties  of  the  War  Departmen 
were  also  put  upon  him.  He  was  truly  the  armor- 
bearer  of  President  Madison,  and  the  most  efficient 
business  man  in  his  cabinet.  LTpoii  the  return  of 
peace  he  resigned  the  Department  of  War,  but  con- 
tinued in  the  office  of  Secretarj-  of  State  until  the  ex- 
piration of  Mr.  Madison's  adminstration.  At  the  elec- 
tion held  the  previous  autumn  Mr.  Monroe  himself  had 
been  chosen  President  with  but  little  opposition,  and 
uix)n  March  4,  1S17,  was  inaugurated.  Four  years 
later  he  was  elected  for  a  second  term. 

Among  the  important  measures  of  his  Presidency 
were  the  cession  of  Florida  to  the  United  States;  the 
Missouri  Compromise,  and  the    "  Monroe  doctrine.' 

This  famous  doctrine,  since  known  as  the  "Monroe 
doctrine,"  was  enunciated  by  him  in  1823.  At  that 
time  the  United  States  had  recognized  the  independ- 
•ence  of  the  South  American  states,  and  did  not  wish 
to  have  European  powers  longer  attempting  to  sub 
due  ix)rtions  of  the  American  Continent.  The  doctrine 
is  as  follows :  "  That  we  should  consider  any  attempt 
on  the  part  of  European  powers  to  extend  their  sys- 
tem to  any  portion  of  this  hemisphere  as  dangerous 
to  our  peace  and  safety,"  and  "that  we  could  not 
view  any  interposition  for  the  purpose  of  oppressing 
or  controlling  American  governments  or  provinces  in 
any  other  light  than  as  a  manifestation  by  Europear. 
powers  of  an  unfriendly  disposition  toward  the  United 
States."  This  doctrine  immediately  affected  the  course 
of  foreign  governments,  and  hasbecome  the  approved 
sentiment  of  the  United  States. 

At  the  end  of  his  Fecond  term  Mr.  Monroe  retired 
to  his  home  in  Virginia,  where  he  lived  unril  1830 
when  he  went  to  New  York  to  live  with  his  son-in- 
law.     In  that  city  he  died, on  the  4th  of  July,  1831 
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OHN  QUINCY  ADAMS,  the 
sixth  President  of  the  United 
'States,  was   born  in  the   rural 
home   of  his    honored    father, 
John  Adams,  in  Quincy,  Mass., 
on  the  I  ith  cf  July,  1767.   His 
mother,  a  woman  of  exahed 
worth,  watched  overliis  childhood 
during    the   almost    constant    ab- 
sence of   his   father.      When    but 
eight  years  of  age,  he   stood  with 
his  mother  on  an  eminence,  listen- 
ing to  the  booming  of  the  great  bat- 
tle on  Bunker's  Hill,  and  gazing  on 
upon  the  smoke  and  flames  billow- 
ing up  from    the   conflagration   of 
Charlestown. 

When  but  eleven  years  old  he 
took  a  tearful  adieu  of  his  mother, 
to  sail  with  his  father  for  Europe, 
through  a  fleet  ot  hostile  British  cruisers.  The  bright, 
animated  Ijoy  spent  a  year  and  a  half  in  Paris,  where 
his  father  was  associated  with  Franklin  and  Lee  as 
minister  plenipotentiary.  His  intelligence  attracted 
the  notice  of  these  distinguished  men,  and  he  received 
from  them  flattering  marks  of  attention. 

Mr.  John  Adams  had  scarcely  returned  to  this 
country,  in  1779,  ere  he  was  again  sent  abroad.  Again 
]ohn  Quincy  accompanied  his  father.  At  Paris  he 
applied  himself  with  great  diligence,  for  six  months, 
to  :.tudy;  then  accompained  his  father  to  Holland, 
where  he  entered,  first  a  school  in  .Amsterdam,  then 
the  University  at  Leyden.  About  a  year  from  this 
time,  in  178 1,  when  the  manly  boy  was  but  fourteen 
yea's  of  age,  he  was  selected  Ijy  Mr.  Dana,  our  min- 
ister to  the  Russian  court,  as  his  private  secretary. 

In  this  school  of  incessant  labor  and  of  enobling 
culture  he  s[ient  fourteen  months,  and  then  returned 
to  Holland  through  Sweden,  Denmark,  Hamburg  and 
Bremen.  This  long  journey  he  took  alone,  in  the 
winter,  when  in  his  sixteenth  year.  Again  he  resumed 
njs  studies,  under  a  private  tutor,  at  Hague.   Thence, 


in  the  spring  of  1782,  he  accompanied  his  father  t: 
Paris,  traveHng  leisurely,  and  forming  acquaintance^ 
with  the  most  distinguished  men  on  the  Continent- 
examining  architectural  remains,  galleries  of  paintings 
and  all  renowned  works  of  art.  At  Paris  he  agair\ 
became  associated  with  the  most  illustrious  men  of 
all  lands  in  the  contemplations  of  the  loftiest  temporal 
themes  which  can  engross  the  human  mind.  After 
a  short  visit  to  England  he  returned  to  Paris,  and 
consecrated  all  his  energies  to  study  until  May,  1785, 
when  he  returned  to  America.  To  a  brilliant  young 
man  of  eighteen,  who  had  seen  much  of  the  world, 
and  who  was  familiar  with  the  etiquette  of  courts,  a 
residence  with  his  father  in  London,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, must  have  been  extremely  attractive 
but  with  judgment  very  rare  in  one  of  his  age,  he  pre- 
ferred to  return  to  America  to  complete  his  education 
in  an  American  college.  He  wished  then  to  study 
law,  that  with  an  honorable  profession,  he  might  be 
able  to  obtain  an  independent  support. 

Upon  leaving  Harvard  College,  at  theageof  twentj- 
he  studied  law  for  three  years.  In  June,  1794,  be- 
ing then  but  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  Washington,  resident  minister  at  the 
Netherlands.  Sailing  from  Boston  in  July,  he  reached 
London  in  October,  where  he  was  immediately  admit- 
ted to  the  deliberations  of  Messrs.  Jay  and  Pinckney, 
assisting  them  in  negotiating  a  commercial  treaty  with 
Great  Britian.  After  thus  spending  a  fortnight  ii, 
London,  he  proceeded  to  the  Hague. 

In  July,  1797,  he  left  the  Hague  to  go  to  Portugal  as 
minister  plenipotentiary.  On  his  way  to  Portugal, 
upon  arriving  in  London,  he  met  with  despatches 
directing  him  to  the  court  of  Berlin,  but  requesting 
him  to  remain  in  London  until  he  should  receive  his 
instructions.  While  waiting  he  was  married  to  ar 
American  lady  to  whom  he  had  been  jireviously  en- 
gaged,— Miss  Louisa  Catherine  Johnson,  daughte' 
of  Mr.  Joshua  Johnson,  American  consul  in  London 
a  lady  endownd  with  that  beauty  and  those  accom- 
plishment  which  eminently  fitted  her  to  move  in  tiiC 
elevated  sphere  for  which  she  w;»s  t'jiS'iDed, 
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He  reached  Berlin  with  his  wife  in  November,  1 7  97  ; 
where  he  remained  until  July,  1799,  when,  having  ful- 
filled all  the  purposes  of  his  mission,  he  solicited  his 
recall. 

Soon  after  his  return,  in  1S02,  he  was  chosen  to 
the  Senate  of  Massachusetts,  from  Boston,  and  then 
was  elected  Senator  of  the  United  States  for  six  years, 
from  the  4th  of  March,  1804.  His  reputation,  his 
ability  and  his  experience,  placed  him  immediately 
among  the  most  prominent  and  influential  members 
of  that  body.  Especially  did  he  sustain  the  Govern- 
ment in  its  measures  of  resistance  to  the  encroach- 
ments of  England,  destroying  our  commerce  and  in- 
sulting our  flag.  There  was  no  man  in  America  more 
familiar  with  the  arrogance  of  the  British  court  upon 
these  points,  and  no  one  more  resolved  to  present 
a  firm  resistance. 

In  1809,  Madison  succeeded  Jefferson  in  the  Pres- 
idential chair,  and  he  immediately  nominated  John 
Quincy  .A.dams  minister  to  St.  Petersburg.  Resign- 
ing his  professorship  in  Harvard  College,  he  embarked 
at  Boston,  in  August,  1809. 

While  in  Russia,  Mr.  Adams  was  an  intense  stu- 
dent. He  devoted  his  attention  to  the  language  and 
history  of  Russia;  to  the  Chinese  trade;  to  the 
European  system  of  weights,  measures,  and  coins  ;  to 
the  climate  and  astronomical  observations  ;  while  he 
kept  up  a  familiar  acquaintance  with  the  Greek  and 
Latin  classics.  In  all  the  universities  of  Europe,  a 
more  accomplished  scholar  could  scarcely  be  found. 
All  through  life  the  Bible  constituted  an  important 
part  of  his  studies.  It  was  his  rule  to  read  five 
chapters  every  day. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1817,  Mr.  Monroe  took  the 
Presidential  chair,  and  immediately  appointed  Mr. 
Adams  Secretary  of  State.  Taking  leave  of  his  num- 
erous friends  in  public  and  private  life  in  Europe,  he 
sailed  in  June,  181 9,  for  the  United  States.  On  the 
i8th  of  August,  he  again  crossed  the  threshold  of  his 
home  in  Quincy.  During  the  eight  years  of  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's administration,  Mr.  Adams  continued  Secretary 
of  State. 

Some  time  before  :he  close  of  Mr.  Monroe's  second 
tenn  of  office,  new  candidates  began  to  be  presented 
for  the  Presidency.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Adams  brought 
forward  his  name.  It  was  an  e.xciting  campaign. 
Party  spirit  was  never  more  bitter.  Two  hundred  and 
sixty  electoral  votes  were  cast.  Andrew  Jackson  re- 
ceived ninety-nine;  John  Quincy  Adams,  eighty-four; 
William  H.  Crawford,  forty-one;  Henry  Clay,  thirty- 
seven.  As  there  was  no  choice  by  the  people,  the 
question  went  to  the  House  of  Representatives.  Mr. 
Clay  gave  the  vote  of  Kentucky  to  Mr.  Adams,  and 
he  was  elected. 

The  friends  of  all  the  disappointed  candidates  now 
:ombined  in  a  venomous  and  persistent  assault  upon 
Mr.  Adams.  There  is  nothing  more  disgraceful  in 
*«  past  histOT)'  of  our  countr)'  than  the  abuse  which 


was  poured  in  one  uninterrupted  stream,  upon  this 
high-minded,  upright,  patriotic  man.  There  never  was 
an  administration  more  pure  in  principles,  more  con- 
scientiously devoted  to  the  best  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, than  that  of  John  Quincy  Adams;  and  never,  per- 
haps, was  there  an  administration  more  unscrupu- 
lously and  outrageously  assailed. 

Mr.  Adams  was,  to  a  very  remarkable  degree,  ab- 
stemious and  temperate  in  his  habits;  always  rising 
early,  and  taking  much  exercise.  When  at  his  home  in 
Quincy,  he  has  been  known  to  walk,  before  breakfast, 
seven  miles  to  Boston.  In  Washington,  it  was  said 
that  he  was  the  first  man  up  in  the  city,  lighting  his 
own  fire  and  applying  himself  to  work  in  his  library 
often  long  before  dawn. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1829,  Mr.  Adams  retired 
from  the  Presidency,  and  was  succeeded  by  Andrew- 
Jackson.  John  C.  Calhoun  was  elected  Vice  Presi- 
dent. The  slavery  question  now  began  to  assume 
portentous  magnitude.  Mr.  Adams  returned  to 
Quincy  and  to  his  studies,  which  he  pursued  with  un- 
abated zeal.  But  he  was  not  long  permitted  to  re- 
main in  retirement.  In  November,  1830,  he  was 
elected  representative  to  Congress.  For  seventeen 
years,  until  his  death,  he  occupied  the  post  as  repre- 
sentative, towering  above  all  his  peers,  ever  ready  to 
do  brave  battle' for  freedom,  and  winning  the  title  of 
"  the  old  man  eloquent."  Upon  taking  his  seat  in 
the  House,  he  announced  that  he  should  hold  him- 
self bound  to  no  party.  Probably  there  never  was  a 
member  more  devoted  to  his  duties.  He  was  usually 
the  first  in  his  place  in  the  morning,  and  the  last  to 
leave  his  seat  in  the  evening.  Not  a  measure  could 
be  brought  forward  and  escape  his  scrutiny.  1  he 
battle  which  Mr.  Adams  fought,  almost  singly,  against 
the  proslavery  party  in  the  Government,  was  sublime 
in  its  moral  daring  and  heroism.  For  persisting  in 
presenting  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  he 
was  threatened  with  indictment  by  the  grand  ]wxy 
with  expulsion  from  the  House,  with  assassination 
but  no  threats  could  intimidate  him,  and  his  final 
triumph  was  complete. 

It  has  been  said  of  President  Adams,  that  when  his 
body  was  bent  and  his  hair  silvered  by  the  lapse  ot 
fourscore  years,  yielding  to  the  simple  faith  of  a  little 
child,  he  was  accustomed  to  repeat  ever)' night,  before 
he  slept,  the  pra)er  which  his  mother  taught  him  in 
his  infant  years. 

On  the  2 1  St  of  February,  1848,  he  rose  on  the  floor 
of  Congress,  with  a  paper  in  his  hand,  to  address  the 
speaker.  Suddenly  he  fell,  again  stricken  by  paraly- 
sis, and  was  caught  in  the  arms  of  those  around  him. 
For  a  time  he  was  senseless,  as  he  was  conveyed  to 
the  sofa  in  the  rotunda.  With  reviving  conscious- 
ness, he  opened  his  eyes,  looked  calmly  around  and 
said  "  This  is  the  end  of  earth  /"then  after  a  moment's 
pause  he  added,  '' I  am  content"  These  were  the 
last   words  of    the    grand    "  Old    Man    Eloquent." 
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NDREW     JACKSON,     the 

seventh    President    of     the 

'"  United    States,  was  born   in 

Waxhaw  settlement,  N.    C, 

gyg;^-"'  -'^.'■■^^^    '^^"'^'^  '5'  1767,  a  few  days 
^i^,x;:??.,^y       after  his  father's  death.    His 

parents  were  poor  emigrants 
from  Ireland,  and  took  up 
their  abode  in  Waxhaw  set- 
tlement, where  they  lived  in 
deepest  poverty. 
Andrew,  or  Andy,  as  he  was 
universally  called,  grew  up  a  very 
rough,  rude,  turbulent  boy.  His 
features  were  coarse,  his  form  un- 
gainly; and  there  was  but  very 
little  in  his  character,  made  visible,  which  was  at- 
tractive. 

When  only  thirteen  years  old  he  joined  the  volun- 
teers of  Carolina  against  the  British  invasion.  In 
1781,  he  and  his  brother  Robert  were  captured  and 
imprisoned  for  a  time  at  Camden.  A  British  officer 
ordered  him  to  brush  his  mud-spattered  boots.  "  I  am 
a  prisoner  of  war,  not  your  servant,"  was  the  reply  of 
the  dauntless  boy. 

The  brute  drew  his  sword,  and  aimed  a  desi)erate 
dIow  at  the  head  of  the  helpless  young  prisoner. 
Andrew  raised  his  hand,  and  thus  received  two  fear- 
ful gashes, — one  on  the  hand  and  the  other  upon  the 
head.  The  officer  then  turned  to  his  brother  Robert 
with  the  same  demand.  He  also  refused,  and  re- 
ceived a  blow  from  the  keen-edged  sabre,  which  quite 
disabled  him,  and  which  probably  soon  after  caused 
his  death.  They  suffered  muchother  ill-treatment,  and 
were  finally  stricken  with  the  small-pox.  Their 
mother  was  successful  iu    Qbtaining    their  exchange. 


and  took  her  sick  boys  home.  After  a  long  illnoss. 
Andrew  recovered,  and  the  death  of  his  mother  soon 
left  him  entirely  friendless. 

Andrew  supported  himself  in  various  ways,  such  as 
working  at  the  saddler's  trade,  teaching  school  and 
clerking  in  a  general  store,  until  17S4,  when  he 
entered  a  law  office  at  Salisbury,  N.  C.  He,  however, 
gave  more  attention  to  the  wild  amusements  of  the 
times  than  to  his  studies.  In  178S,  he  was  appointed 
solicitor  for  the  western  district  of  North  Carolina,  of 
which  Tennessee  was  then  a  part.  This  involved 
many  long  and  tedious  journeys  amid  dangers  of 
every  kind,  but  Andrew  Jackson  never  knew  fear, 
and  the  Indians  had  no  desire  to  repeat  a  skirmish' 
with  the  Sharp  Knife. 

In  1791,  Mr.  Jackson  was  married  to  a  woman  who 
supposed  herself  divorced  from  her  former  husband. 
Great  was  the  surprise  of  both  parties,  two  years  later, 
to  find  that  the  conditions  of  the  divorce  had  just  been 
definitely  settled  by  the  first  husband.  The  marriage 
ceremony  was  performed  a  second  time,  but  the  occur-, 
rence  was  often  used  by  his  enemies  to  bring  Mr. 
Jackson  into  disfavor. 

During  these  years  he  worked  hard  at  his    profes 
sion,  and  frequently  had  one  or  more  duels  on  hand, 
one  of  which,  when  he   killed  Dickenson,  was  espec- 
ially disgraceful. 

In  January,  1796,  the  Territory  of  Tennessee  then 
containing  nearly  eighty  thousand  inhabitants,  the 
people  met  in  convention  at  Knoxville  to  frame  a  con- 
stitution. Five  were  sent  from  each  of  the  eleven 
counties.  Andrew  Jackson  was  one  of  the  delegates. 
The  new  State  was  entitled  to  but  one  member  ip 
the  National  House  of  Representatives.  Andrew  JacTc- 
son  was  chosen  that  member.  Mounting  his  horse  he 
rode  to  Philedelphia,  where  Congress  then    held  its 
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sessions, — a  distance  of  about  eight  hundred   miles. 

Jackson  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  Jefferson  was  his  idol.  He  admired 
Bonaparte,  loved  France  and  hated  England.  As  Mr. 
Jackson  took  his  seat,  Gen.  Washington,  whose 
second  term  of  office  was  then  expiiing,  delivered  his 
last  speech  to  Congress.  A  committee  drew  up  a 
complimentary  address  in  reply.  Andrew  Jackson 
did  not  approve  of  the  address,  and  was  one  of  the 
twelve  who  voted  against  it.  He  was  not  willing  to 
say  that  Gen.  Washington's  adminstration  had  been 
"  wise,  firm  and  patriotic." 

Mr.  Jackson  was  elected  to  the  United  States 
Senate  in  1797,  but  soon  resigned  and  returned  home. 
Soon  after  he  was  chosen  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  his  State,  which  position  he  held  for  si.x  years. 

When  the  war  of  1812  with  Great  Britian  com- 
menced, Madison  occupied  the  Presidential  chair. 
,  Aaron  Burr  sent  word  to  the  President  that  there  was 
an  unknown  man  in  the  West,  Andrew  Jackson,  who 
would  do  credit  to  a  commission  if  one  were  con- 
ferred uixan  him.  Just  at  that  time  Gen.  Jackson 
offered  his  services  and  those  of  twenty-five  hundred 
volunteers.  His  offer  was  accepted,  and  the  troops 
were  assembled  at  Nashville. 

As  the  British  were  hourly  expected  to  make  an  at- 
tack upon  New  Orleans,  where  Gen.  M'ilkinson  was 
in  command,  he  was  ordered  to  descend  the  river 
•with  fifteen  hundred  troops  to  aid  Wilkinson.  The 
expedition  reached  Natchez ;  and  after  a  delay  of  sev- 
eral weeks  there,  without  accomplishing  anything, 
the  men  were  ordered  back  to  their  homes.  But  the 
energy  Gen.  Jackson  had  displayed,  and  his  entire 
devotion  to  the  comrfort  of  his  soldiers,  won  him 
golden  opinions;  and  he  became  the  most  popular 
man  in  the  State.  It  was  in  this  expedition  that  his 
toughness  gave  him  the  nickname  of  "  Old  Hickory." 

Soon  after  this,  while  attempting  to  horsewhip  Col. 
Thomas  H.  Benton,  for  a  remark  that  gentleman 
made  about  his  taking  a  part  as  second  in  a  duel,  in 
which  a  younger  brother  of  Benton's  was  engaged, 
he  received  two  severe  pistol  wounds.  While  he  was 
lingering  upon  a  bed  of  suffering  news  came  that  the 
Indians,  who  had  combined  under  Tecumseh  from 
Florida  to  the  Lakes,  to  exterminate  the  white  set- 
tlers, were  committing  the  most  awful  ravages.  De- 
cisive action  became  necessary.  Gen.  Jackson,  with 
his  fractured  bone  just  beginning  to  heal,  his  arm  in 
a  sling,  and  unable  to  mount  his  horse  without  assis- 
tance, gave  his  amazing  energies  to  the  raising  of  an 
army  to  rendezvous  at  Fayettesville,  Alabama. 

The  Creek  Indians  had  established  a  strong  fort  on 
one  of  the  bendsof  the  Tallapoosa  River,  near  the  cen- 
ter of  Alabama,  about  fifty  miles  below  Fort  Strother. 
With  an  army  of  two  thousand  men,  Gen.  Jackson 
traversed  the  pathless  wilderness  in  a  march  of  eleven 
days.  He  reached  their  fort,  called  Tohopeka  or 
Horse-shoe,  on  the  27th  of  March.  r8i4.     The  bend 


of  the  river  enclosed  nearly  one  hundred  acres  oi 
tangled  forest  and  wild  ravine.  Across  the  narrow 
neck  the  Indians  had  constructed  a  formidable  breast- 
work of  logs  and  brush.  Here  nine  hundred  warriors, 
with  an  ample  suplyof  arms  were  assembled. 

The  fort  was  stormed.  The  fight  was  utterly  des- 
perate. Not  an  Indian  would  accept  of  quarter.  \Vhen 
bleeding  and  dying,  they  would  fight  those  who  en- 
deavored to  spare  their  lives.  From  ten  in  the  morn- 
ing until  dark,  the  battle  raged.  The  carnage  was 
awful  and  revolting.  Some  threw  themselves  into  the 
river;  but  the  unerring  bullet  struck  their  heads  as 
they  swam.  Nearly  ever)' one  of  the  nine  hundred  war- 
rios  were  killed  A  few  probably,  in  the  night,  swam 
the  river  and  escaped.  This  ended  the  war.  The 
power  of  the  Creeks  was  broken  forever.  This  bold 
plunge  into  the  wilderness,  with  itsterriffic  slaughter, 
so  appalled  the  savages,  that  the  haggard  remnants 
of  the  bands  came  to  the  camp,  begging  for  peace. 

This  closing  of  the  Creek  war  enabled  us  to  con- 
centrate all  our  militia  upon  the  British,  who  were  the 
allies  of  the  Indians  No  man  of  less  resolute  will 
than  Gen.  Jackson  could  have  conducted  this  Indian 
campaign  to  so  successful  an  issue  Immediately  he 
was  appointed  major-general. 

Late  in  .August,  with  an  army  of  two  thousand 
men,  on  a  rushing  march,  Gen.  Jackson  came  to 
Mobile.  A  British  fleet  came  from  Pensacola,  landed 
a  force  upon  the  beach,  anchored  near  the  little  fort, 
and  from  both  ship  and  shore  commenced  a  furious 
assault.  The  battle  was  long  and  doubtful.  At  length 
one  of  the  ships  was  blown  up    and  the  rest  retired. 

Garrisoning  Mobile,  where  he  had  taken  his  little 
army,  he  moved  his  troops  to  New  Orleans, 
And  the  battle  of  New  Orleans  which  soon  ensued, 
was  in  reality  a  very  arduous  campaign.  This  won 
for  Gen.  Jackson  an  imperishable  name.  Here  his 
troops,  which  numbered  about  four  thousand  men, 
won  a  signal  victory  over  the  British  army  of  about 
nine  thousand.  His  loss  was  but  thirteen,  while  the 
loss  of  the  British  was  two  thousand  six  hundred. 

The  name  of  Gen.  Jackson  soon  began  to  be  men- 
tioned in  connection  with  the  Presidency,  but,  in  1824, 
he  was  defeated  by  Mr.  Adams.  He  was,  however, 
successful  in  the  election  of  1828,  and  was  re-elected 
for  a  second  term  in  1832.  In  1829,  just  before  he 
assumed  the  reins  of  the  government,  he  met  with 
the  most  terrible  affliction  of  his  life  in  the  death  of 
his  wife,  whom  he  had  loved  with  a  devotion  which  has 
perhaps  never  been  surpassed.  From  the  shock  of 
her  death  he  never  recovered. 

His  administration  was  one  of  the  most  memorable 
in  the  annals  of  our  country;  applauded  oyone  party, 
condemned  by  the  other.  No  man  had  more  bitter 
enemies  or  warmer  friends.  At  the  expiration  of  his 
two  terms  of  office  he  retired  to  the  Hermitage,  where 
he  died  June  8,  1S45.  The  last  years  of  Iklr.  Jack- 
son's  life   were   that   of  a   devoted  Christian    man. 
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ARTIN  VAN  BUREN,  the 
eighth      President     of     the 
United  States,  was  born  at 
Kinderhook,  N.  Y.,  Dec.   5, 
1782.     He  died  at  the  same 
place,  July   24,    1862.      His 
body  rests  in   the  cemetery 
at  Kinderhook.     Above  it  is 
a  plain  granite    shaft  fifteen   feet 
high,  bearing  a  simple  inscription 
about  half  way  up   on  one    face. 
The  lot  is  unfenced,  unbordered 
or  unbounded  by  shrub  or  flower. 

There  is  but  little  in  the  life  of  Martin  Van  Buren 
of  romantic  interest.  He  fought  no  battles,  engaged 
in  no  wild  adventures.  Thaugh  his  life  was  stormy  in 
political  and  intellectual  conflicts,  and  he  gained  many 
signal  victories,  his  days  passed  uneventful  in  those 
incidents  which  give  zest  to  biography.  His  an- 
cestors, as  his  jiame  indicates,  were  of  Dutch  origin, 
and  were  among  the  earliest  emigrants  from  Holland 
to  the  banks  of  the  Hudson.  His  father  was  a  farmer, 
residing  in  the  old  town  of  Kinderhook.  His  mother, 
also  of  Dutch  lineage,  was  a  woman  of  superior  intel- 
ligence and  exemplary  piety. 

.■fe  was  decidedly  a  precocious  boy,  developing  un- 
usual activity,  vigor  and  strength  of  mind.  At  the 
age  of  fourteen,  he  had  finished  his  academic  studies 
in  his  native  village,  and  commenced  the  study  of 
law.  As  he  had  not  a  collegiate  education,  seven 
years  of  study  in  a  law-office  were  required  of  him 
ijefore  he  could  be  admitted  to  the  bar.  Inspired  with 
Ji  lofty  ambition,  and  conscious  of  his  powers,  he  pur- 
sued his  studies  with  indefatigable  industry.  After 
spending  six  years  in  an  office  in  bis    native  village, 


he  went  to  the  city  of  New  York,  and  prosecuted  his 
studies  for  the  seventh  year. 

In  1803,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  then  twenty-one  years  ol 
age,  commenced  the  practice  of  law  in  his  native  vil- 
lage. The  great  conflict  between  the  Federal  and 
Republican  party  was  then  at  its  height.  Mr.  Van 
Buren  was  from  the  beginning  a  politician.  He  had, 
perhaps,  imbibed  that  spirit  while  listening  to  the 
many  discussions  which  had  been  carried  on  in  his 
father's  hotel.  He  was  in  cordial  sympathy  with 
Jefferson,  and  earnestly  and  eloquently  espoused  the 
cause  of  State  Rights ;  though  at  that  time  the  Fed- 
eral party  held  the  supremacy  both  in  his  town 
and  State. 

His  success  and  increasing  ruputation  led  him 
after  six  years  of  practice,  to  remove  to  Hudson,  \\\i. 
county  seat  of  his  county.  Here  he  spent  seven  years, 
constantly  gaining  strength  by  contending  in  tht, 
courts  with  some  of  the  ablest  men  who  have  adorned 
the  bar  of  his  State. 

Just  before  leaving  Kinderhook  for  Hudson,  Mr. 
Van  Buren  married  a  lady  alike  distinguished  for 
beauty  and  accomplishments.  After  twelve  short 
years  she  sank  into  the  grave,  the  victim  of  consump. 
tion,  leaving  her  husband  and  four  sons  to  weep  ovei 
her  loss.  For  twenty-five  years,  Mr.  Van  Buren  way 
an  earnest,  successful,  assiduous  lawyer.  The  record 
of  those  years  is  barren  in  items  of  public  interest. 
In  18 1 2,  when  thirty  years  of  age,  he  was  chosen  to 
the  State  Senate,  and  gave  his  strenuous  support  to 
Mr.  Madison's  adminstration.  In  r8r5,  he  was  ap>- 
pointed  Attorney-General,  and  the  next  year  moved 
to  Albany,  the  capital  of  the  State. 

While  he  was  ackno\Vledged  as  one  of  the  most 
pi  eminent  leaders  of  the  Democratic   party,   he   had 
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the  moral  courage  to  avow  that  true  democracy  did 

not  require  that '' universal  suffrage"  which  admits 
the  vile,  the  degraded,  the  ignorant,  to  the  right  of 
governing  the  State.  In  true  consistency  with  his 
democratic  principles,  he  contended  that,  while  the 
path  leading  to  the  privilege  of  voting  should  be  open 
to  every  man  without  distinction,  no  one  should  be 
invested  with  that  sacred  prerogative,  unless  he  were 
in  some  degree  qualified  for  it  by  intelligence,  virtue 
and  some  property  interests  in  the  welfare  of  the 
State. 

In  182 1  he  was  elected  :.  member  of  the  United 
States  Senate;  and  in  the  same  year,  he  took  a  seat 
in  the  convention  to  revise  the  constitution  of  his 
native  State.  His  course  in  this  convention  secured 
the  approval  of  men  of  all  parties.  No  one  could 
doubt  the  singleness  of  his  endeavors  to  promote  the 
interests  of  all  classes  in  the  community.  In  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  he  rose  at  once  to  a 
Conspicuous  position  as  anactive  and  useful  legislator. 

In  1827,  John  Quincy  Adams  being  then  in  the 
Presidential  chair,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  re-elected  to 
Ae  Senate.  He  had  been  from  the  beginning  a  de- 
termined opposer  of  the  Administration,  adopting  the 
■'State  Rights "  view  in  opposition  to  what  was 
deemed  the  Federal  proclivities  of  Mr.  Adams. 

Soon  after  this,  in  1828,  he  was  chosen  Governorof 
the  State  of  New  York,  and  accordingly  resigned  his 
'seat  in  the  Senate.  Probably  no  one  in  the  United 
States  contributed  so  much  towards  ejecting  John  Q. 
^dams  from  the  Presidential  chair,  and  placing  in  it 
Andrew  Jackson,  as  did  Martin  Van  Buren.  Whether 
entitled  to  the  reputation  or  not,  he  certainly  was  re- 
garded througiiout  the  United  States  as  one  of  the 
most  skillful,  sagacious  and  cunning  of  politicians. 
It  was  supposed  that  no  one  knew  so  well  as  he  how 
to  touch  the  secret  springs  of  action;  how  to  pull  all 
the  wires  to  put  his  machinery  in  motion ;  and  how  to 
organize  a  political  army  which  would,  secretly  and 
ste.-'lthily  accomplish  the  most  gigantic  results.  By 
these  powers  it  is  said  that  he  outwitted  Mr.  Adams, 
Mr,  Clay,  Mr.  Webster,  and  secured  results  which 
few  thought  then  could  be  accomplished. 

When  Andrew  Jackson  was  elected  President  he 
appointed  Mr.  Van  Buren  Secretary  of  State.  This 
position  he  resigned  in  1831,  and  was  immediately 
appointed  Minister  to  England,  where  he  went  the 
same  autumn.  The  Senate,  however,  when  it  met, 
refused    to   ratify  the  nomination,   and  he  returned 


home,  apparently  untroubled ;  was  nominated  Vice 
President  in  the  place  of  Calhoun,  at  the  re-election 
of  President  Jackson ;  and  with  smiles  for  all  and 
frowns  for  none,  he  took  his  place  at  the  head  of  that 
Senate  which  had  refused  to  confirm  his  nomination 
as  ambassador. 

His  rejection  by  the  Senate  roused  all  the  zeal  of 
President  Jackson  in  behalf  of  his  repudiated  favor- 
ite ;  and  this,  probably  more  than  any  other  cause, 
secured  his  elevation  to  the  chair  of  the  Chief  Execu 
tive.  On  the  20th  of  May,  1836,  Mr.  Van  Buren  re- 
ceived the  Democratic  nomination  to  succeed  Gen. 
Jackson  as  President  of  the  United  States.  He  was 
elected  by  a  handsome  majority,  to  the  delight  of  the 
retiring  President.  "  Leaving  New  York  out  of  the 
canvass,"  says  Mr.  Parton,  "the  election  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren  to  the  Presidency  was  as  much  the  act  of  Gen. 
Jackson  as  though  the  Constitution  had  conferred 
upon  him  the  power  to  appoint  a  successor." 

His  administration  was  filled  with  exciting  events- 
The  insurrection  in  Canada,  which  threatened  to  in- 
volve this  country  in  war  with  England,  the  agitation 
of  the  slavery  question,  and  finally  the  great  commer- 
cial panic  which  spread  over  the  country,  all  were 
trials  to  his  wisdom.  The  financial  distress  was  at- 
tributed to  the  management  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  brought  the  President  into  such  disfavor  that  he 
failed  of  re-election. 

With  the  exception  of  being  nominated  for  the 
Presidency  by  the  "Free  Soil"  Democrats,  in  1848, 
Mr.  Van  Buren  lived  quietly  ujMn  his  estate  until 
his  death. 

He  had  ever  been  a  prudent  man,  of  frugal  habits, 
and  living  within  his  income,  had  now  fortunately  a 
competence  for  his  declining  years.  His  unblemished 
character,  his  commanding  abilities,  his  unquestioned 
patriotism,  and  the  distinguished  positions  which  he 
had  occupied  in  the  government  of  our  country,  se- 
cured to  him  not  only  the  homage  of  his  party,  but 
the  respect  ot  the  whole  community.  It  was  on  the 
4th  of  March,  1841,  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  retired  from 
the  presidency.  From  his  fine  estate  at  Lindenwald, 
he  still  exerted  a  powerful  influence  upon  the  politics 
of  the  country.  From  this  time  until  his  death,  on 
the  24th  of  July,  1862,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  he 
resided  at  Lindenwald,  a  gentleman  of  leisure,  of 
culture  and  of  wealth;  enjoying  in  a  healthy  old 
age,  probably  far  more  happiness  than  he  had  before 
experienced  amid  the  stormy  scenes  of  his  active  life. 
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ILLIAM  HENRY  HARRI- 
SON, the  ninth   President  of 
the    United  States,  was  born 
at  Berkeley,  Va.,  Feb.  9,  1773. 
His  father,    Benjamin    Harri- 
son, was  in  comparatively  op- 
ulent circumstances,  and  was 
one  of  the  most  distinguished 
men  of  his  day.      He  was  an 
intimate    friend    of     George 
Washington,  was  early  elected 
a  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress,    and  was    conspicuous 
among  the  patriots  of  Virginia  in 
resisting  the  encroachments  of  the 
British  crown.     In  the  celebrated 
Congress  of  1775,  Benjamin  Har- 
rison   and    John    Hancock    were 
both  candidates  for  the  office  of 
speaker. 

Mr  Harrison  was  subsequently 
chosen  Governor  of  Virginia,  and 
was  twice  re-elected.  His  son, 
William  Henry,  of  course  enjoyed 
in  childhood  all  the  advantages  which  wealth  and 
intellectual  and  cultivated  society  could  give.  Hav- 
ing received  a  thorough  common-school  education,  he 
entered  Hampden  Sidney  College,  where  he  graduated 
with  honor  soon  after  the  death  of  his  father.  He 
then  repaired  to  Philadelphia  to  study  medicine  under 
the  instructions  of  Dr.  Rush  and  the  guardianship  of 
Jobert  Morris,  both  of  whom  were,  with  his  father, 
signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

Upon  the  outbreak  of  the  Indian  troubles,  and  not- 
withstanding the  'emonstrances  of  his  friends,  he 
abandoned  his  medical  studies  and  entered  the  army, 
•laving  obtained  a  com  mission  of  Ensign  from  Presi- 


dent Washington.  He  was  then  but  19  years  old. 
From  that  time  he  passed  gradually  upward  in  rank 
until  he  became  aid  to  General  Wayne,  after  whose 
death  he  resigned  his  commission.  He  was  then  ap- 
pointed Secretary  of  the  North-western  Territory.  This 
Territory  was  then  entitled  to  but  one  member  in 
Congress  and  Capt.  Harrison  was  chosen  to  fill  that 
position. 

In  the  spring  of  1800  the  North-western  Territory 
was  divided  by  Congress  into  two  portions.  The 
eastern  portion,  comprising  the  region  now  embraced 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  was  called  "  The  Territory 
north-west  of  the  Ohio."  The  western  portion,  which 
included  what  is  now  called  Indiana,  Illinois  and 
Wisconsin,  was  called  the  "Indiana  Territory."  Wil- 
liam  Henry  Harrison,  then  27  years  of  age,  was  ap- 
pointed by  John  Adams,  Governor  of  the  Indiana 
Territory,  and  immediately  after,  also  Governor  of 
Upper  Louisiana.  He  was  thus  ruler  over  almost  as 
extensive  a  realm  as  any  sovereign  upon  the  globe.  He 
was  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  was  in- 
vested with  powers  nearly  dictatorial  over  the  n&w 
rapidly  increasing  white  population.  The  ability  and 
fidelity  with  which  he  discharged  these  responsible 
duties  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  he  was  four 
times  appointed  to  this  office — first  by  John  Adams, 
twice  by  Thomas  Jefferson  and  afterwards  by  Presi- 
dent Madison. 

When  he  began  his  adminstration  there  were  but 
three  white  settlements  in  that  almost  boundless  region, 
now  crowded  with  cities  and  resounding  with  all  the 
tumult  of  wealth  and  traffic.  Oneof  these  settlements 
was  on  the  Ohio,  nearly  opposite  Louisville;  one  at 
Vincennes,  on  the  Wabash,  and  the  third  a  French 
settlement. 

The  vast  wilderness  over  which  Gov.  Harrisou 
reigned  was  filled  with  many  tribes  of  Indians.  Abon' 
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the  year  i8o6,  two  extraordinary  men,  twin  brothers, 
of  the  Shawnese  tribe,  rose  among  them.  One  of 
these  was  called  Tecumseh,  or  "  The  Crouching 
Panther;"  the  other,  Olliwacheca,  or  "The  Prophet." 
Tecumseh  was  not  only  an  Indian  warrior,  but  a  man 
of  great  sagacity,  far-reaching  foresight  and  indomit- 
able perseverance  in  any  enterprise  in  which  he  might 
engage.  He  was  inspired  with  the  highest  enthusiasm, 
and  had  long  regarded  with  dread  and  with  hatred 
the  encroachment  of  the  whiles  upon  the  hunting- 
grounds  of  his  fathers.  His  brother,  the  Prophet,  was 
anorator,  who  could  sway  the  feelings  of  the  untutored 
Indian  as  the  gale  tossed  the  tree-tops  beneath  which 
they  dwelt. 

But  the  Prophet  was  not  merely  an  orator :  he  was, 
in  the  superstitious  minds  of  tlie  Indians,  invested 
with  the  superhuman  dignity  of  a  medicine-man  or  a 
magician.  With  an  enthusiasm  unsurpassed  by  Peter 
the  Hermit  rousing  Europe  to  the  crusades,  he  went 
from  tril)e  to  tribe,  assuming  that  he  was  specially  sent 
by  the  Great  Spirit. 

Gov.  Harrison  made  many  attempts  to  conciliate 
the  Indians,  but  at  last  the  war  came,  and  at  Tippe- 
canoe the  Indians  were  routed  with  great  slaughter. 
October  28,  1812,  his  army  began  its  march.  When 
near  the  Prophet's  town  three  Indians  of  rank  made 
their  appearance  and  inquired  why  Gov.  Harrison  was 
approaching  them  in  so  hostile  an  attitude.  After  a 
short  conference,  arrangements  were  made  for  a  meet- 
ing the  next  day,  to  agree  upon  terms  of  peace. 

But  Gov.  Harrison  was  too  well  acquainted  with 
the  Indian  character  to  be  deceived  by  such  protes- 
tations. Selecting  a  favorable  spot  for  his  night's  en- 
campment, he  took  every  precaution  against  surprise. 
His  troops  were  posted  in  a  hollow  square,  and  slept 
upon  their  arms. 

The  troops  threw  themselves  upon  the  ground  for 
rest;  but  every  man  had  his  accourtrements  on,  his 
loaded  musket  by  his  side,  and  his  bayonet  fixed.  The 
wakeful  Governor,  between  three  and  four  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  had  risen,  and  was  sitting  in  conversa- 
tion with  his  aids  by  the  embers  of  a  waning  fire.  It 
was  a  chill,  cloudy  morning  with  a  drizzling  rain.  In 
the  darkness,  the  Indians  had  crept  as  near  as  possi- 
ble, and  j'lst  then,  with  a  savage  yell,  rushed,  with  all 
the  desperation  which  superstition  and  passion  most 
highly  inflamed  could  give,  upon  the  left  flank  of  the 
little  army.  The  savages  had  been  amply  provided 
with  guns  and  ammunition  by  the  English.  Their 
war-whoop  was  accompained  by  a  shower  of  bullets. 

The  camp-fires  were  instantly  extinguished,  as  the 
light  aided  the  Indians  in  their  aim.  With  hide- 
»us  yells,  the  Indian  bands  rushed  on,  not  doubting  a 
speedy  and  an  entire  victory.  But  Gen.  Harrison's 
troops  stood  as  immovable  as  the  rocks  around  them 
until  day  dawned  :  they  then  made  a  simultaneous 
charge  with  the  bayonet,  and  swept  every  thing  be- 
fore   them,    and    completely    routing    the    foe. 


Gov.  Harrison  now  had  all  his  energies  tasked 
to  the  utmost.  The  British  descending  from  the  Can  - 
adas,  were  of  themselves  a  very  formidable  force  ;  but 
with  their  savage  allies,  rushing  like  wolves  I'rom  the 
forest,  searching  out  every  remote  farm-house,  burn- 
ing, plundering,  scalping,  torturing,  the  wide  frontier 
was  plunged  into  a  state  of  consternation  which  even 
the  most  vivid  imagination  can  but  faintly  conceive. 
The  war-whoop  was  resounding  everywhere  in  the 
forest.  The  horizon  was  illuminated  with  the  conflagra- 
tion of  the  cabins  of  the  settlers.  Gen  Hull  had  made 
the  ignominious  surrender  of  his  forces  at  Detroit. 
Under  these  despairing  circumstances.  Gov.  Harrison 
was  appointed  by  President  Madison  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  North-western  army,  with  orders  to  retake 
Detroit,  and  to  protect  the  frontiers. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  place  a  man  in  a  situation 
demanding  more  energy,  sagacity  and  courage;  but 
General  Harrison  was  found  equal  to  the  position, 
and  nobly  and  triumphantly  did  he  meet  all  the  re- 
sponsibilities. 

He  won  the  love  of  his  soldiers  by  always  sharing 
with  them  their  fatigue.  His  whole  baggage,  while 
pursuing  the  foe  up  the  Thames,  was  carried  in  a 
valise;  and  his  bedding  consisted  of  a  single  blanket 
lashed  over  his  saddle.  Thirty-five  Britisli  officers, 
his  prisoners  of  war,  supped  with  him  after  the  battle. 
The  only  fare  he  could  give  them  was  beef  roasted 
before  the  fire,  without  bread  or  salt. 

In  1816,  Gen.  Harrison  was  chosen  a  member  of 
the  National  House  of  Representatives,  to  represent 
the  District  of  Ohio.  In  Congress  he  proved  an 
active  member;  and  whenever  lie  spoke,  it  was  with 
force  of  reason  and  power  of  eloquence,  which  arrested 
the  attention  of  all  the  members. 

In  1 81 9,  Harrison  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of 
Ohio;  and  in  1824,  as  one  of  the  presidential  electors 
of  that  State,  he  gave  his  vote  for  Henry  Clay.  The 
same  year  he  was  chosen  to  the  United  States  Senate. 

In  1836,  the  friends  of  Gen.  Harrison  brought  him 
forward  as  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency  against 
Van  Buren,  but  he  was  defeated.  At  the  close  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren's  term,  he  was  re-nominated  by  his 
party,  and  Mr.  Harrison  was  unanimously  nominated 
by  the  Whigs,  with  John  Tyler  for  the  Vice  Presidency. 
The  contest  was  very  animated.  Gen.  Jackson  gave 
all  his  influence  to  prevent  Harrison's  election  ;  but 
his  triumph  was  signal. 

The  cabinet  which  he  formed,  with  Daniel  Webster 
at  its  head  as  Secretary  of  State,  was  one  of  the  most 
brilliant  with  which  any  President  had  ever  been 
surrounded.  Never  were  the  prospects  of  an  admin- 
istration more  flattering,  or  the  hopes  of  the  country 
more  sanguine.  In  the  midst  of  these  bright  and 
joyous  prospects.  Gen.  Harrison  was  seized  by  a 
pleurisy-fever  and  after  a  few  days  of  violent  sick- 
ness, died  on  the  4th  of  Apnl ;  just  one  month  after 
his  inauguration  as  President  of  the  United  States. 
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He  was  born  in  Charles-city 
Co.,  Va.,  March  29, 1790.  He 
was  the  favored  child   of  af- 
fluence and  high    social    po- 
sition.    At  the    early  age   of 
twelve,  John  entered  William 
'^         and  Mary  College  and  grad- 
uated with  much  honor  when 
but  seventeen  years  old.  After 
graduating,  he  devoted   him- 
9|,ij     self  with    great    assiduity  to   the 
study    of    law,    partly    with     his 
father   and   partly  with   Edmund 
Randolph,  one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished lawyers  of  Virginia. 

At  nineteen  years  of  age,  ne 
commenced  the  practice  of  law. 
His  success  was  rapid  and  aston- 
ishing. It  is  said  that  three 
months  had  not  elapsed  ere  there 
was  scarcely  a  case  on  the  dock- 
I  et  of  the  court  in  which   he  was 

hi)t  retained.  When  but  twenty-one  years  of  age,  he 
was  almost  unanimously  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  State 
Legislature.  He  connected  himself  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  warmly  advocated  the  measures  of 
Jefferson  and  Madison.  For  five  successive  years  he 
was  elected  to  the  Legislature,  receiving  nearly  the 
unanimous  vote  or  his  county. 

When  but  twenty-six  years  of  age,  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  Congress.  Here  he  acted  earnestly  and 
ably  with  the  Democratic  party,  opposing  a  national 
bank,  interne,!  improvements  by  the  General  ^overn^ 


ment,  a  protective  tariff,  and  advocating  a  strict  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution,  and  the  most  careful 
vigilance  over  State  rights.  His  labors  in  Congress 
were  so  arduous  that  before  the  close  of  his  second 
term  h;  found  it  necessary  to  resign  and  retire  to  his 
estate  in  Charles-city  Co.,  to  recruit  his  health.  He, 
however,  soon  after  consented  to  take  his  seat  in  the 
State  Legislature,  where  his  influence  was  powerful 
in  promoting  public  works  of  great  utility.  With  a 
reputation  thus  canstantly  increasing,  he  was  chosen 
by  a  very  large  majority  of  votes.  Governor  of  his 
native  State.  His  administration  was  signally  a  suc- 
cessful one.     His   popularity  secured  his  re-election. 

John  Randolph,  a  brilliant,  erratic,  half-crazed 
man,  then  represented  Virginia  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States.  A  portion  of  the  Democratic  party 
was  displeased  with  Mr.  Randolph's  wayward  course, 
and  brought  forward  John  Tyler  as  his  opponent, 
considering  him  the  only  man  in  Virginia  of  sufficient 
popularity  to  succeed  against  the  renowned  orator  of 
Roanoke.     Mr.  Tyler  was  the  victor. 

Lr  accordance  with  his  professions,  upon  taking  his 
seat  in  the  Senate,  he  joined  the  ranks  of  the  opposi- 
tion. He  opposed  the  tariff;  he  spoke  against  and 
voted  against  the  bank  as  unconstitutional ;  he  stren- 
uously opposed  all  restrictions  upon  slavery,  resist- 
ing all  projects  of  internal  improvements  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  and  avowed  his  sympathy  with  Mr. 
Calhoun's  view  of  nullification  ;  he  declared  that  Gen. 
Jackson,  by  his  opposition  to  the  nullifiers,  had 
abandoned  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party. 
Such  was  Mr.  Tyler's  record  in  Congress, — a  record 
in  perfect  accordance  with  the  principles  which  he 
had  always  avowed. 

Returning  to  Virginia,  he  resumed  the  practice  of 
his  profession,     Ther*'  was  a  cplit  in  the   Democratic 
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-earty.  His  friends  still  regarded  him  as  a  true  Jef- 
fersonian,  gave  him  a  dinner,  and  showered  compli- 
ments upon  him.  He  had  now  attained  the  age  of 
forty-six.  His  career  had  been  very  brilliant.  In  con- 
sequence of  his  devotion  to  public  business,  his  pri- 
vate affairs  had  fallen  into  some  disorder;  and  it  was 
not  without  satisfaction  that  he  resumed  the  practice 
of  law,  and  devoted  himself  to  the  culture  of  his  plan- 
tation. Soon  after  this  he  removed  to  Williamsburg, 
for  the  better  education  of  his  children  ;  and  he  again 
took  his  seat  in  the  Legislature  of  Virginia. 

By  the  Southern  Whigs,  he  was  sent  to  the  national 
convention  at  Harrisburg  to  nominate  a  President  in 
.'839.  The  majority  of  votes  were  given  to  Gen.  Har- 
rison, a  genuine  Whig,  much  to  the  disappointment  of 
the  South,  who  wished  for  Henry  Clay.  To  concili- 
ate the  Southern  Whigs  and  to  secure  their  vote,  the 
convention  then  nominated  John  Tyler  for  Vice  Pres- 
ident. It  was  well  known  that  he  was  not  in  sympa- 
thy with  the  Whig  party  in  the  Noith:  but  the  Vice 
President  has  but  very  little  power  in  the  Govern- 
ment, his  main  and  almost  only  duty  being  to  pre- 
side over  the  meetings  of  the  Senate.  Thus  it  hap- 
pened that  a  Whig  President,  and,  in  reality,  a 
Democratic  Vice  President  were  chosen. 

In  r84i,  Mr.  Tyler  was  inaugurated  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  In  one  short  month  from 
that  time.  President  Harrison  died,  and  Mr.  Tyler 
thus -cund  himself,  to  his  own  surprise  and  that  of 
the  whole  Nation,  an  occupant  of  the  Presidential 
chair.  This  was  a  new  test  of  the  stability  of  our 
institutions,  as  it  was  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  our 
country  that  such  an  event  had  occured.  Mr.  Tyler 
was  at  home  in  Williamsburg  when  he  received  the 
unexpected  tidings  of  the  death  of  President  Harri- 
son. He  hastened  to  Washington,  and  on  the  6th  of 
April  was  inaugurated  to  the  high  and  responsible 
office.  He  was  placed  in  a  position  of  exceeding 
delicacy  and  difficulty.  All  his  long  life  he  had  been 
opposed  to  the  main  principles  of  the  party  which  had 
brought  him  into  power.  He  had  ever  been  a  con- 
sistent, honest  man,  with  an  unblemished  record. 
Gen.  Harrison  had  selected  a  Whig  cabinet.  Should 
he  retain  them,  and  thus  surround  himself  with  coun- 
sellors whose  views  were  antagonistic  to  his  own?  or, 
on  the  other  hand,  should  he  turn  against  the  party 
whicii  had  elected  him  and  select  a  cabinet  in  har- 
mony with  himself,  and  which  would  oppose  all  those 
views  which  the  Whigs  deemed  essential  to  the  pub- 
lic welfare?  This  was  his  fearful  dilemma.  He  in- 
vited the  cabinet  which  President  Haorison  had 
selected  to  retain  their  seats.  He  reccommended  a 
day  of  fasting  and  prayer,  that  God  would  guide  and 
bless  us. 

The  Whigs  carried  through  Congress  a  bill  for  the 
incorporation  of  a  fiscal  bank  of  the  United  States. 
The  President,  after  ten  days'  delay,  returned  it  with 
n'.r,  veto.      H?  ssue^ested.  however,  that  he  would 


approve  of  a  bill  drawn  up  upon  such  a  plan  as  he 
proposed.  Such  a  bill  was  accordingly  prepared,  and 
privately  submitted  lo  him.  He  gave  it  his  approval. 
It  was  passed  without  alteration,  and  he  sent  it  back 
with  his  veto.  Here  commenced  the  open  rupture. 
It  is  said  that  Mr.  Tyler  was  provoked  to  this  meas- 
ure by  a  published  letter  from  the  Hon.  John  M. 
Botts,  a  distinguished  Virginia  Whig,  who  severely 
touched  the  pride  of  the  President. 

The  opposition  now  exultingly  received  the  Presi- 
dent into  their  arms.  The  party  which  elected  him 
denounced  him  bitterly.  AH  the  members  of  his 
cabinet,  excepting  Mr.  Webster,  resigned.  The  Whigs 
of  Congress,  both  the  Senate  and  the  House,  held  a 
meeting  and  issued  an  address  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  proclaiming  that  all  political  alliance 
between  the  Whigs  and  President  Tyler  were  at 
an  end. 

Still  the  President  attempted  to  conciliate.  He 
appointed  a  new  cabmet  of  distinguished  Whigs  and 
Conservatives,  carefully  leaving  out  all  strong  party 
men.  Mr.  Webster  soon  found  it  necessary  to  resign, 
forced  out  by  the  pressure  of  his  Whig  friends.  Thus 
the  four  years  of  Mr.  Tyler's  unfortunate  administra- 
tion passed  sadly  away.  No  one  was  satisfied.  The 
land  was  filled  with  murmurs  and  vituperation.  Whigs 
and  Democrats  alike  assailed  him.  More  and  more, 
however,  he  brought  himself  into  sympathy  with  his 
old  friends,  the  Democrats,  until  at  the  close  of  his  term, 
he  gave  his  whole  influence  to  the  support  of  Mr. 
Polk,  the  Democratic  candidate  for  his  successor. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1845,  he  retired  from  the 
harassments  of  office,  tothe  regret  of  neither  party,  and 
probably  to  his  own  unspeakable  telief.  His  first  wife. 
Miss  Letitia  Christian,  died  in  Washington,  in  1842; 
and  in  June,  1844,  President  Tyler  was  again  married, 
at  New  York,  to  Miss  Julia  Gardiner,  a  young  lady  of 
many  personal  and  intellectual  accomplishments. 

The  remainder  of  his  days  Mr.  Tyler  passed  mainly 
in  retirement  at  his  beautiful  home, — Sherwood  For- 
est, Charles-city  Co.,  Va.  A  polished  gentleman  in 
his  manners,  richly  furnished  with  information  from 
books  and  experience  in  the  world,  and  possessing 
brilliant  powers  of  conversation,  his  family  circle  was 
the  scene  of  unnsual  attractions.  With,  sufficient 
means  for  the  exercise  of  a  generous  hospitality,  he 
might  have  enjoyed  a  serene  old  age  with  the  few 
friends  who  gathered  around  him,  were  it  not  for  the 
storms  of  civil  war  which  his  own  principles  and 
policy  had  helped  to  introduce. 

When  the  great  Rebellion  rose,  which  the  State-, 
rights  and  nullifying  doctrines  of  Mr.  John  C.  Cal- 
houn had  inaugurated,  President  Tyler  renounced  his 
allegiance  to  the  United  States,  and  joined  the  Confed- 
erates. He  was  chosen  a  member  of  their  Congress; 
and  while  engaged  in  active  measures  to  destroy,  by 
force  of  arms,  the  Government  over  which  he  had 
once  presided,   he   was  taken   sick  apd  soon  died. 
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AMES  K.  POLK,  the  eleventh 
^President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  in  Mecklenburg  Co., 
N.  C,  Nov.  2,  1795.     His  par- 
ents were   Samuel   and    Jane 
(Kno.x)  Polk,  the  former  a  son 
of  Col.  Thomas  Polk,  who  located 
at  the  above  place,  as  one  of  the 
first  pioneers,  in  1735. 

In  the  year  i3o6,  with  his  wife 
and  children,  and  soon  after  fol- 
lowed by  most  of  the   members   of 
the   Polk  famly,  Samuel    Polk   emi- 
grated some   two   or  three  hundred 
miles  farther  west,  to  the  rich  valley 
of  the  Duck   River.      Here   in   the 
midst  of  the  wilderness,  in  a  region 
which  was  subsequently  called  Mau- 
ry Co.,  they  reared   their  log   huts, 
and  established  their  homes.    In  the 
hard  toil  of  a  new  farm  in  the  wil- 
derness, James  K.  Polk   spent    the 
early  years  of  his    childhood   and 
youth.     His  father,  adding  the  pur- 
suit of  a  surveyor  to  that  of  a  farmer, 
gradually  increased  in  wealth  until 
he  became  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  region.  His 
mother  was  a  superior  woman,  of  strong   common 
sense  and  earnest  piety. 

Very  early  in  life,  James  developed  a  taste  for 
reading  and  expressed  the  strongest  desire  to  obtain 
a  liberal  education.  His  mother's  training  had  made 
him  methodical  in  his  habits,  had  taught  him  punct- 
uality and  industry,  and  had  inspired  him  with  lofty 
principles  of  morality.  His  health  was  frail ;  and  his 
father,  fearing  that  he  might  not  be  able  to  endure  a 


sedentary  life,  got  a   situation   for   him   behind  the 
counter,  hoping  to  fit  him  for  commercial  pursuits. 

This  was  to  James  a  bitter  disappointment.  He 
had  no  taste  for  these  duties,  and  his  daily  tasks 
were  irksome  in  the  extreme.  He  remained  in  this 
uncongenial  occupation  but  a  few  weeks,  when  at  his 
earnest  solicitation  his  father  removed  hiin,  and  made 
arrangements  for  him  to  prosecute  his  studies.  Soon 
after  he  sent  him  to  Murfreesboro  Academy.  With 
ardor  which  could  scarcely  be  surpassed,  he  pressed 
forward  in  his  studies,  and  in  less  than  two  and  a  half 
years,  in  the  autumn  of  1815,  entered  the  sophomore 
class  in  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  at  Cliapel 
Hill.  Here  he  was  one  of  the  most  exemplary  of 
scholars,  punctual  in  every  exercise,  never  allowing 
himself  to  be  absent  from  a  recitation  or  a  religious 
service. 

He  graduated  in  18 18,  with  the  highest  honors,  be- 
ing deemed  the  best  scholar  of  his  class,  both  in 
mathematics  and  the  classics.  He  was  then  twenty- 
three  years  of  age.  Mr.  Polk's  health  was  at  this 
time  much  impaired  by  the  assiduity  with  which  he 
had  prosecuted  his  studies.  After  a  short  season  of 
relaxation  he  went  to  Nashville,  and  entered  the 
office  of  Felix  Grundy,  to  study  law.  Here  Mr.  Polk 
renewed  his  acquaintance  with  Andrew  Jackson,  who 
resided  on  his  plantation,  the  Hermitage,  but  a  few 
miles  from  Nashville.  They  had  probably  been 
slightly  acquainted  before. 

Mr.  Polk's  father  was  a  Jeffersonian  Republican, 
and  James  K.  Polk  ever  adhered  to  the  same  politi- 
cal faith.  He  was  a  popular  public  speaker,  and  was 
constantly  called  upon  to  address  the  meetings  of  his 
party  friends.  His  skill  as  a  speaker  was  such  that 
he  was  popularly  called  the  Napoleon  of  the  stump. 
He  was  a  man  of  unblemished    morals,   genial   and 
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courterus  in  his  bearing,  and  wth  that  sympathetic 
nature  in  the  joys  and  griefs  of  others  which  ever  gave 
him  troops  of  friends.  In  1823,  Mr.  Polk  was  elected 
to  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee.  Here  he  gave  his 
strong  influence  towards  the  election  of  his  friend, 
Mr.  Jackson,  to  the  Presidency  of  the  United  States. 

In  January,  1824,  Mr.  Polk  married  Miss  Sarah 
Childress,  of  Rutherford  Co.,  Tenn.  His  bride  was 
altogether  worthy  of  him, — a  lady  of  beauty  and  cul- 
ture. In  the  fall  of  1825,  Mr.  Polk  was  chosen  a 
member  of  Congress.  The  satisfaction  which  he  gave 
to  his  constituents  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact,  that 
for  fourteen  successive  years,  until  1839,  he  was  con- 
tinuec".  in  that  office.  He  then  voluntarily  withdrew, 
only  that  he  might  accept  the  Gubernatorial  chair 
of  Tf^nnessee.  In  Congress  he  was  a  laborious 
merober,  a  frequent  and  a  popular  speaker.  He  was 
always  in  his  seat,  always  courteous ;  and  whenever 
he  spoke  it  was  always  to  the  point,  and  without  any 
ambitious  rhetorical  display. 

During  five  sessions  of  Congress,  Mr.  Polk  was 
Speaker  of  the  House  Strong  passions  were  roused, 
and  stormy  scenes  were  witnessed  ;  but  Mr.  Polk  per- 
formed his  arduous  duties  to  a  very  general  satisfac- 
tion, and  a  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  to  him  was 
passed  by  the  House  as  he  withdrew  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1839. 

In  accordance  with  Southern  usage,  Mr.  Polk,  as  a 
candidate  for  Governor,  canvassed  the  State.  He  was 
elected  by  a  large  majority,  and  on  the  1 4th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1839,  took  the  oath  of  office  at  Nashville.  In  1841, 
his  term  of  office  expired,  and  he  was  again  the  can- 
didate of  the  Democratic  party,  but  was  defeated. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1845,  Mr.  Polk  was  inaugur- 
ated President  of  the  United  States.  The  verdict  of 
the  country  in  favor  of  the  annexation  of  Texas,  exerted 
its  influence  upon  Congress  ;  and  the  last  act  of  the 
administration  of  President  Tyler  was  to  affix  his  sig- 
nature to  a  joint  resolution  of  Congress,  passed  on  the 
3d  of  March,  approving  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
the  American  Union.  As  Mexico  still  claimed  Texas 
as  one  of  her  provinces,  the  Mexican  minister, 
Almonte,  immediately  demanded  his  passports  and 
left  the  country,  declaring  the  act  of  the  annexation 
to  be  an  act  hostile  to  Mexico. 

In  his  first  message.  President  Polk  urged  that 
Texas  should  immediately,  by  act  of  Congress,  be  re- 
ceived into  the  Union  on  the  same  footing  with  the 
Other  States.  In  the  meantime.  Gen.  Taylor  was  sent 


with  an  army  into  Texas  to  hold  the  country.  He  was 
sent  first  to  Nueces,  which  the  Mexicans  said  was  the 
western  boundary  of  Texas.  Then  he  was  sent  nearly 
two  hundred  miles  further  west,  to  the  Rio  Grande, 
where  he  erected  batteries  which  commanded  the 
Mexican  city  of  Matamoras,  which  was  situated  on 
the  western  banks. 

The  anticipated  collision  soon  took  place,  and  wai 
was  declared  against  Mexico  by  President  Polk.  The 
war  was  pushed  forward  by  Mr.  Polk's  administration 
with  great  vigor.  Gen.  Taylor,  whose  army  was  first 
called  one  of  "  observation,"  then  of  "  occupation,' 
then  of  "  invasion, "was  sent  forward  to  Monterey.  The 
feeble  Mexicans,  in  every  encounter,  were  hopelessly 
and  awfully  slaughtered.  The  day  of  judgement 
alone  can  reveal  the  misery  which  this  war  caused. 
It  v/as  by  the  ingenuity  of  Mr.  Polk's  administration 
that  the  war  was  brought  on. 

'To  the  victors  belong  the  spoils."  Mexico  was 
prostrate  before  us.  Her  capital  was  in  our  hands. 
We  now  consented  to  peace  upon  the  condition  that 
Mexico  should  surrender  to  us,  in  addition  to  Texas, 
all  of  New  Mexico,  and  all  of  Upper  and  Lower  Cal- 
ifornia. This  new  demand  embraced,  exclusive  of 
Texas,  eight  hundred  thousand  square  miles.  This 
was  an  extent  of  territory  equal  to  nine  States  of  the 
size  of  New  York.  Thus  slavery  was  securing  eighteen 
majestic  States  to  be  added  to  the  Union.  There  were 
some  Americans  who  thought  it  all  right :  there  were 
others  who  thought  it  all  wrong.  In  the  prosecution 
of  this  war,  we  expended  twenty  thousand  lives  and 
more  than  a  hundred  million  of  dollars.  Of  this 
money  fifteen  millions  were  paid  to  Mexico. 

On  the  3d  of  March,  1849,  Mr.  Polk  retired  from 
office,  having  served  one  term.  The  next  day  was 
Sunday.  On  the  5th,  Gen.  Taylor  was  inaugurated 
as  his  successor.  Mr.  Polk  rode  to  the  Capitol  in  the 
same  carriage  with  Gen.  Taylor;  and  the  same  even- 
ing, with  Mrs.  Polk,  he  commenced  his  return  to 
Tennessee.  He  was  then  but  fifty-four  years  of  age. 
He  had  ever  been  strictly  temperate  in  all  his  habits, 
and  his  health  was  good.  With  an  ample  fortune, 
a  choice  library,  a  cultivated  mind,  and  domestic  ties 
of  the  dearest  nature,  it  seemed  as  though  long  years 
of  tranquility  and  happiness  were  before  him.  But  the 
cholera — that  fearful  scourge — was  then  sweeping  up 
the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi.  This  he  contracted, 
and  died  on  the  15th  of  June,  1849,  in  the  fiftv-fourth 
)  ear  of  his  age,  greatly  mourned  by  his  countrymen. 
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ACHARY  TAYLOR,  twelfth 
President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  on  the  24th  of  Nov., 
1784,  in  Orange  Co.,  Va.  His 
13a  father,  Colonel  Taylor,  was 
3  ^V'^/f). -fy  a  Virginian  of  note,  and  a  dis- 
h  '_&_-*0  tinguished  patriot  and  soldier  of 
the  Revolution.  When  Zachary 
was  an  infant,  his  father  with  his 
wife  and  two  children,  emigrated 
to  Kentucky,  where  he  settled  in 
the  pathless  wilderness,  a  few 
miles  from  Louisville.  In  this  front- 
%^\  ier  home,  away  from  civilization  and 
I  all  its  refinements,  yjung  Zachary 
could  enjoy  but  few  social  and  educational  advan- 
tages. When  six  years  of  age  he  attended  a  common 
school,  and  was  then  regarded  as  a  bright,  active  boy, 
father  remarkable  for  bluntness  and  decision  of  char- 
acter He  was  strong,  fearless  and  self-reliant,  and 
manifested  a  strong  desire  to  enter  the  army  to  fight 
the  Indians  who  were  ravaging  the  frontiers.  There 
is  little  to  be  recorded  of  the  uneventful  years  of  his 
childhood  on  his  father's  large  but  lonely  plantation. 
In  1808,  his  father  succeeded  in  obtaining  for  him 
the  commission  of  lieutenant  in  the  United  States 
army ;  and  he  joined  the  troops  which  were  stationed 
at  New  Orleans  under  Gen.  Wilkinson.  Soon  after 
this  he  married  Miss  Margaret  Smith,  a  young  lady 
from  one  of  the  first  families  of  Maryland. 

Immediately  after  the  declaration  of  war  with  Eng- 
land, in  18 1 2,  Capt.  Taylor  (for  he  had  then  been 
promoted  to  that  rank)  was  put  in  command  of  Fort 
Harrison,  on  the  Wabash,  about  fifty  miles  above 
Vincennes.  This  fort  had  been  built  in  the  wilder- 
ness by  Gen.  Harrison, on  his  march  to  Tippecanoe. 
It  was  one  of  the  first  points  of  attack  by  the  Indians, 
led  by  Tecumseh.     Its  garrison  consisted  of  a  broken 


company  of  infantry  numbering   fifty  men,   many  of 
whom  were  sick. 

Eariy  in  the  autumn  of  1812,  the  Indians,  stealthily, 
and  in  large  numbers,  moved  upon  the  fort.  Their 
approach  was  first  indicated  by  the  murder  of  two 
soldiers  just  outside  of  the  stockade.  Capt.  Taylor 
made  every  possible  preparation  to  meet  the  antici- 
pated assault.  On  the  4th  of  September,  a  band  of 
forty  painted  and  plumed  savages  came  to  the  fort, 
waving  a  white  flag,  and  informed  Capt.  Taylor  that 
in  the  morning  their  chief  would  come  to  have  a  talk 
with  him.  It  was  evident  that  their  object  was  merely 
to  ascertain  the  state  of  things  at  the  fort,  and  Capt. 
Taylor,  well  versed  in  the  wiles  of  the  savages,  kept 
them  at  a  distance. 

The  sun  went  down;  the  savages  disappeared,  the 
garrison  slept  upon  their  arms.  One  hour  before 
midnight  the  war  whoop  burst  from  a  thousand  lips 
in  the  forest  around,  followed  by  the  discharge  of 
musketry,  and  the  rush  of  the  foe.  Every  man,  sick 
and  well,  sprang  to  his  post.  Every  man  knew  that 
defeat  was  not  merely  death,  but  in  the  case  of  cap- 
ture, death  by  the  most  agonizing  and  prolonged  tor- 
ture. No  pen  can  describe,  no  immagination  can 
conceive  the  scenes  which  ensued.  The  savages  suc- 
ceeded in  setting  fire  to  one  of  the  block-houses- 
Until  si.x  o'clock  in  the  morning,  this  awful  conflict 
continued.  The  savages  then,  baffled  at  every  point, 
and  gnashing  their  teeth  with  rage,  retired.  Capt. 
Taylor,  for  this  gallant  defence,  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  major  by  brevet. 

Until  the  close  of  the  war,  MajorTaylor  was  placed 
in  such  situations  that  he  saw  but  little  more  of  active 
service.  He  was  sent  far  away  into  the  depths  of  the 
wilderness,  to  Fort  Crawford,  on  Fox  River,  which 
empties  into  Green  Bay.  Here  there  was  but  little 
to  be  done  but  to  wear  away  the  tedious  hours  as  one 
best  could.     There  were  no  books,  no  society,  no  in- 
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tellectual  stimulus.  Thus  with  him  the  uneventful 
years  rolled  on  Gradually  he  rose  to  the  rank  of 
colonel.  In  the  Black-Hawk  war,  which  resulted  in 
the  capture  of  that  renowned  chieftain,  Col  Taylor 
took  a  subordinate  but  a  brave  and  eiificient  part. 

For  twenty -four  years  Col.  Taylor  was  engaged  in 
the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  in  scenes  so  remote,  and  in 
iemployments  so  obscure,  that  his  name  was  unknown 
'beyond  the  limits  of  his  own  immediate  acquaintance. 
In  the  year  1836,  he  was  sent  to  Florida  to  compel 
the  Seminole  Indians  to  vacate  that  region  and  re- 
tire beyond  the  Mississippi,  as  their  chiefs  by  treaty, 
iiac''  promised  they  should  do.  The  services  rendered 
heie  secured  for  Col.  Taylor  the  high  appreciation  of 
the  Government;  and  as  a  reward,  he  was  elevated 
tc  uhe  rank  of  brigadier-general  by  brevet ;  and  soon 
after,  in  May,  1838,  was  appointed  to  the  chief  com- 
mand of  the  United  States  troops  in  Florida. 

After  two  years  of  sucti  wearisome  employment 
amidst  the  everglades  of  the  peninsula,  Gen.  Taylor 
obtained,  at  his  own  request,  a  change  of  command, 
and  was  stationed  over  the  Department  of  the  South- 
west. This  field  embraced  Louisiana,  Mississippi, 
Alabama  and  Georgia.  Establishing  his  headquarters 
at  Fort  Jessup,  in  Louisiana,  he  removed  his  family 
to  a  plantation  which  he  purchased,  near  Baton  Rogue. 
Here  he  remained  for  five  years,  buried,  as  it  were, 
from  the  world,  but  faithfully  discharging  every  duty 
J  imposed  upon  him. 

In  1846,  Gen.  Taylor  was  sent  to  guard  the  land 
between  the  Nueces  and  Rio  Grande,  the  latter  river 
being  the  boundary  of  Texas,  which  was  then  claimed 
'by  the  United  States.  Soon  the  war  with  Mexico 
was  brought  on,  and  at  Palo  Alto  and  Resaca  de  la 
Palma,  Gen.  Taylor  won  brilliant  victories  over  the 
Mexicans.  The  rank  of  major-general  by  brevet 
was  then  conferred  upon  Gen.  Taylor,  apd  his  name 
was  received  with  enthusiasm  almost  everywhere  in 
the  Nation.  Then  came  the  battles  of  Monterey  and 
Buena  Vista  in  which  he  won  signal  victories  over 
forces  much  larger  than  he  commanded. 

His  careless  habits  of  dress  and  his  unaffected 
simplicity,  secured  for  Gen.  Taylor  among  his  troops, 
Xhz  sobriquet  of  "Old  Rough  and  Ready.' 

The  tidings  of  the  brilliant  victory  of  Buena  Vista 
spread  the  wildest  enthusiasm  over  the  country.  The 
name  of  Gen.  Taylor  was  on  every  one's  lips.  The 
Whig  party  decided  to  take  advantage  of  this  wonder- 
ful popularity  in  bringing  forward  the  unpolished,  un- 

■■?red,  honest  soldier  as  their  candidate  for  the 
I'residency.  Gen.  Taylor  was  astonished  at  the  an- 
nouncement, and  for  a  time  would  not  listen  toil;  de- 
claring that  he  was  not  at  all  qualified  for  such  an 
office.  .So  little  interest  had  he  taken  in  politics  that, 
for  forty  years,  he  had  not  cast  a  vote.  It  was  not 
without  chagrin  that  several  distinguished  statesmen 
who  had  been  long  years  in  the  public  service  found 
•Lsir  claims  set  aside  in  behalf  of  one  wliose   name 


had  never  been  heard  of,  save  in  connection  with  Palo 
Alto,  Resaca  de  la  Palma,  Monterey  and  Buena 
Vista.  It  IS  said  that  Daniel  Webster,  in  his  haste  re- 
marked, "  It  is  a  nomination  not  fit  to  be  made." 

Gen.  Taylor  was  not  an  eloquent  speaker  nor  a  fine 
writer  His  friends  took  possession  of  him,  and  pre- 
pared such  few  communications  as  it  was  needful 
should  be  presented  to  the  public.  The  popularity  of 
the  successful  warrior  swept  the  land.  He  was  tri- 
umphantly elected  over  two  opposing  candidates, — 
Gen.  Cass  and  Ex-President  Martin  Van  Buren. 
Though  he  selected  an  excellent  cabinet,  the  good 
old  man  found  himself  in  a  very  uncongenial  position, 
and  was,  at  times,  sorely  perplexed  and  harassed. 
His  mental  sufferings  were  very  severe,  and  probably 
tended  to  hasten  his  death.  The  pro-slavery  party 
was  pushing  its  claims  with  tireless  energy ,  expedi- 
tions were  fitting  out  to  capture  Cuba  ;  California  was 
pleading  for  admission  to  the  Union,  while  slavery 
stood  at  the  door  to  bar  her  out.  Gen.  Taylor  found 
the  political  conflicts  in  Washington  to  be  far  more 
trying  to  the  nerves  than  battles  with  Mexicans  or 
Indians. 

In  the  midst  of  all  these  troubles,  Gen.  Taylor, 
after  he  had  occupied  the  Presidential  chair  but  little 
over  a  year,  took  cold,  and  after  a  brief  sickness  of 
but  little  over  five  days,  died  on  the  9th  of  July,  1850. 
His  last  woids  were,  "  I  am  not  afraid  to  die.  I  am 
ready.  I  have  endeavored  to  do  my  duty."  He  died 
universally  respected  and  beloved.  An  honest,  un- 
pretending man,  he  had  been  steadily  growing  in  the 
affections  of  the  people;  and  the  Nation  bitterly  la- 
mented his  death. 

Gen.  Scott,  who  was  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
Gen.  Taylor,  gave  the  following  graphic  and  truthful 
description  of  his  character: — "  With  a  good  store  of 
common  sense,  Gen.  Taylor's  mind  had  not  been  en- 
larged and  refreshed  by  reading,  or  much  converse 
with  the  world.  Rigidity  of  ideas  was  the  conse- 
quence. The  frontiers  and  small  military  posts  had 
been  his  home.  Hence  he  was  quite  ignorant  for  his 
rank,  and  quite  bigoted  in  his  ignorance.  His  sim- 
plicity was  child-like,  and  with  innumerable  preju- 
dices, amusing  and  incorrigible,  well  suited  to  the 
tender  age.  Thus,  if  a  man,  however  respectable, 
chanced  to  wear  a  coat  of  an  unusual  color,  or  his  hat 
a  little  on  one  side  of  his  head;  or  an  officer  to  leave 
a  corner  of  his  handkerchief  dangling  from  an  out- 
side pocket, — in  any  such  case,  this  critic  held  the 
offender  to  be  a  coxcomb  (perhaps  something  worse), 
whom  he  would  not,  to  use  his  oft  repeated  phrase, 
'touch  with  a  pair  of  tongs.' 

"Any  allusion  to  literature  beyond  good  old  Dil- 
worth's  spelling-book,  on  the  part  of  one  wearing  a 
sword,  was  evidence,  with  the  same  judge,  of  utter 
unfitness  for  heavy  marchings  and  combats.  In  shor*' 
few  men  have  ever  had  a  more  comfortable,  ''>>>"t. 
saving  contempt   for  learning  of  every  kind." 
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ILLARD  FILLMORE,  thir- 
teenth President  of  the  United 
States,  was  born  at  Summer 
Hill,  Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y  .,  on 
i^  the  7th  of  January,  1800.  His 
^-^  father  was  a  farmer,  and  ow- 
ing to  misfortune,  in  humble  cir- 
cumstances. Of  his  mother,  the 
daughter  of  Dr.  Abiathar  Millard, 
of  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  it  has  been 
said  that  she  possessed  an  intellect 
of  very  high  order,  united  with  much 
personal  loveliness,  sweetness  of  dis- 
position, graceful  manners  and  ex- 
quisite sensibilities.  She  died  in 
1831 ;  having  lived  to  see  her  son  a 
young  man  of  distinguished  prom- 
ise, though  she  was  not  permitted  to  witness  the  high 
dignity  which  he  finally  attained. 

In  consequence  of  the  secluded  home  and  limited 
means  of  his  father,  Millard  enjoyed  but  slender  ad- 
vantages for  education  in  his  early  years.  The  com- 
mon schools,  which  he  occasionally  attended  were 
very  imperfect  mstitutions;  and  books  were  scarce 
and  expensive.  There  was  nothing  then  in  his  char- 
acter to  indicate  the  brilliant  career  upon  which  he 
was  about  to  enter.  He  was  a  plain  farmer's  boy ; 
intelligent,  good-looking,  kind-hearted.  The  sacred 
influences  of  home  had  taught  him  to  revere  the  Bible, 
and  had  laid  the  foundations  of  an  upright  character. 
When  fourteen  years  of  age,  his  father  sent  him 
some  hundred  miles  from  home,  to  the  then  wilds  of 
Livingston  County,  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  clothier. 
Near  the  mill  there  was  a  small  villiage,  where  some 


enterprising  man  had  commenced  the  collection  of  a 
village  librar)'.  This  proved  an  inestimable  blessing 
to  young  Fillmore.  His  evenings  were  spent  in  read- 
ing. Soon  ever)'  leisure  moment  was  occupied  with 
books.  His  thirst  for  knowledge  became  insatiate 
and  the  selections  which  he  made  were  continually 
more  elevating  and  instructive.  He  read  history, 
biography,  oratory,  and  thus  gradually  there  was  en- 
kindled in  his  heart  a  desire  to  be  something  more 
than  a  mere  worker  with  his  hands;  and  he  was  be- 
coming, almost  unknown  to  himself,  a  well-informed, 
educated  man. 

The  young  clothier  had  now  attained  the  age  of 
nineteen  years,  and  was  of  fine  personal  appearance 
and  of  gentlemanly  demeanor.  It  so  happened  that 
there  was  a  gentleman  in  the  neighborhood  of  ample 
pecuniary  means  and  of  benevolence, — Judge  Walter 
Wood, — who  was  struck  with  the  prepossessing  ap- 
pearance of  young  Fillmore.  He  made  his  acquaint- 
ance, and  was  so  much  impressed  with  his  ability  and 
attainments  that  he  advised  him  to  abandon  his 
trade  and  devote  himself  to  the  study  of  the  law.  The 
young  man  replied,  that  he  had  no  means  of  his  own, 
no  fnends  to  help  him  and  that  his  previous  educa- 
tion had  been  very  imperfect.  But  Judge  Wood  had 
so  much  confidence  in  him  that  he  kindly  offered  to 
take  him  into  his  own  office,  and  to  loan  him  such 
money  as  he  needed.  Most  gratefully  the  generous 
offer  was  accepted. 

There  is  in  many  minds  a  strange  delusion  about' 
a  collegiate  education.  A  young  man  is  supposed  to 
be  liberally  educated  if  he  has  graduated  at  some  col- 
lege. But  many  a  boy  loiters  through  university  halU 
ind  then  enters  a  law  ofiice,  who  is  by  no   means   as 
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well  prepared  to  prosecute  his  legal  studies  as  was 
Millard  Fillmore  when  he  graduated  at  the  clothing- 
mill  at  the  end  of  four  years  of  manual  labor,  during 
which  every  leisure  moment  had  been  devoted  to  in- 
tense mental  culture. 

In  1823,  when  twenty-three  years  of  age,  he  v/as 
admitted  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  He  then 
went  to  the  village  of  Aurora,  and  commenced  the 
practice  of  law.  In  this  secluded,  peaceful  region, 
his  practice  of  course  was  limited,  and  there  was  no 
opportunity  for  a  sudden  rise  in  fortune  or  in  fame. 
Here,  in  the  year  1826,  he  married  a  lady  of  great 
moral  worth,  and  one  capable  of  adorning  any  station 
she  might  be  called  to  fill, — Miss  Abigail  Powers. 

His  elevation  of  character,  his  untiring  industry, 
his  legal  acquirements,  and  his  skill  as  an  advocate, 
gradually  attracted  attention  ;  and  he  was  invited  to 
enter  into  partnership  under  highly  advantageous 
circumstances,  with  an  elder  member  of  the  bar  in 
Buffalo.  Just  before  removing  to  Buffalo,  in  1829, 
he  took  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  as  a  representative  from  Erie 
County.  Though  he  had  never  taken  a  very  active 
part  in  politics,  his  vote  and  his  sympathies  were  with 
the  Whig  party.  The  State  was  then  Democratic, 
and  he  found  himself  in  a  helpless  minority  in  the 
Legislature  ,  still  the  testimony  comes  from  all  parties, 
that  his  courtesy,  ability  and  integrity,  won,  to  a  very 
unusual  degrf  e  the  respect  of  his  associates. 

In  the  autumn  of  1832,  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in 
the  United  States  Congress  He  entered  that  troubled 
arena  in  some  of  the  most  tumultuous  hours  of  our 
national  history.  The  great  conflict  respecting  the 
national  bank  and  the  removal  of  the  deposits,  was 
then  raging. 

His  term  of  two  years  closed  ;  and  he  returned  to 
his  profession,  which  he  pursued  with  increasing  rep- 
utation and  success.  After  a  lapse  of  two  years 
he  again  became  a  candidate  for  Congress ;  was  re- 
elected, and  took  his  seat  in  1837.  His  past  expe- 
rience as  a  representative  gave  hmi  stiength  and 
confidence.  The  first  term  of  service  in  Congress  to 
any  man  can  be  but  little  more  than  an  introduction. 
He  was  now  prepared  for  active  duty.  All  his  ener- 
gies were  brought  to  bear  upon  the  public  good.  Every 
measure  received  his  impress. 

Mr.  Fillmore  was  now  a  man  of  wide  repute,  and 
his  popularity  filled  the  State,  and  in  the  year  1847, 
he  was  elected  Comptroller  of    the   State. 


Mr.  Fillmore  had  attained  the  age  of  forty-seven 
years.  His  labors  at  the  bar,  in  the  Legislature,  in 
Congress  and  as  Comptroller,  had  given  him  very  con- 
siderable fame.  The  Whigs  were  casting  about  to 
find  suitable  candidates  for  President  and  Vice-Presi- 
dent at  the  approaching  election.  Far  away,  on  the 
waters  of  the  Rio  Grande,  there  was  a  rough  old 
soldier,  who  had  fought  one  or  two  successful  battles 
with  the  Mexicans,  which  had  caused  his  name  to  be 
proclaimed  in  trumpet-tones  all  over  the  land.  But 
it  was  necessary  to  associate  with  him  on  the  same 
ticket  some  man  of  reputation  as  a  statesman. 

Under  the  influence  of  these  considerations,  the 
namesofZachary  Taylor  and  Millard  Fillmore  became 
the  rallying-cry  of  the  Whigs,  as  their  candidates  for 
President  and  Vice-Peesident.  The  Whig  ticket  was 
signally  triumphant.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1849, 
Gen.  Taylor  was  inaugurated  President,  and  Millard 
Fillmore  Vice-President,  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  9th  of  July,  1850,  President  Taylor,  but 
about  one  year  and  four  months  after  his  inaugura 
tion,  was  suddenly  taken  sick  and  died.  By  the  Con- 
stitution, Vice-President  Fillmore  thus  became  Presi- 
dent. He  appointed  a  very  able  cabinet,  of  which 
the  illustrious  Daniel  Webster  was  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Fillniore  had  very  serious  difficulties  to  contend 
with,  since  the  opposition  had  a  majority  in  both 
Houses.  He  did  everything  in  his  power  to  conciliate 
the  South  ;  but  the  pro-slavery  party  in  the  South  felt 
the  inadequacy  of  all  measuresof  transient  conciliation. 
The  population  of  the  free  States  was  so  rapidly  in- 
creasing over  that  of  the  slave  States  that  it  was  in- 
evitable that  the  power  of  the  Government  should 
soon  pass  into  the  hands  of  the  free  States.  The 
famous  compromise  measures  were  adopted  under  Mr. 
Fillmcre's  adminstration,  and  the  Japan  Expedition 
was  sent  out.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1853,  Mr.  Fill- 
more, having  served  one  term,  retired. 

In  T856,  Mr.  Fillmore  was  nominated  for  the  Pres- 
idency by  the  "  Know  Nothing  "  party,  but  was  beaten 
by  Mr.  Buchanan.  After  that  Mr.  Fillmore  lived  in 
retirement.  During  the  terrible  conflict  of  civil  war, 
he  was  mostly  silent.  It  was  generally  supposed  that 
his  sympathies  were  rather  with  those  who  were  en- 
deavoring to  overthrow  our  institutions.  President 
Fillmore  kept  aloof  from  the  conflict,  without  any 
cordial  words  of  cheer  to  the  one  party  or  the  other. 
He  was  thus  forgotten  by  both.  He  lived  to  a  ripe 
old  age,  and  died  in  Buffalo.  N.  Y.,  March  8,    1874. 
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RANKLIN     PIERCE,   the 
fourteenth    President  of  the 
United  States,  was  born  in 
Hillsborough,    N.    H.,    Nov. 
23,  1804.     His  father  was  a 
Revolutionary  soldier,   who, 
with   his   own    strong    arm, 
hewed   out  a    home   in    the 
wilderness.     He  was  a  man 
of    inflexible    integrity;     of 
strong,  though   uncultivated 
mind,  and  an  uncompromis- 
ing Democrat.      The    mother  of 
Franklin  Pierce  was  all  that  a  son 
could  desire, — an  intelligent,  pru- 
dent, affectionate,  Christian  wom- 
an.    Franklin  was  the  sixth  of  eight  children. 

Franklin  was  a  very  bright  and  handsome  boy,  gen- 
erous, warm-hearted  and  brave.  He  won  alike  the 
love  of  old  and  young.  The  boys  on  the  play  ground 
loved  him.  His  teachers  loved  him.  The  neighbors 
looked  upon  him  with  pride  and  affection.  He  was 
by  instinct  a  gentleman;  always  speaking  kind  words, 
doing  kind  deeds,  with  a  peculiar  unstudied  tact 
which  taught  him  what  was  agreeable.  Without  de- 
veloping any  precocity  of  genius,  or  any  unnatural 
devotion  to  books,  he  was  a  good  scholar;  in  body, 
in  mind,  in  affections,  a  finely-developed  boy. 

When  sixteen  years  of  age,  in  the  year  1820,  he 
entered  Bowdoin  College,  at  Brunswick,  Me  He  was 
one  of  the  most  popular  young  men  in  the  college. 
The  purity  of  his  moral  character,  the  unvarying 
courtesy  of  his  demeanor,  his  rank  as  a  scholar,  and 


genial  nature,  rendered  him  a  universal  favorite. 
There  was  something  very  peculiarly  winning  in  his 
address,  and  it  was  evidently  not  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree studied :  it  was  the  simple  outgushing  of  his 
own  magnanimous  and  loving  nature. 

Upon  graduating,  in  the  year  1824,  Franklin  Pierce 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Judge 
Woodbury,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  lawyers  of 
the  State,  and  a  man  of  great  private  worth.  The 
eminent  social  qualities  of  the  young  lawyer,  his 
father's  prominence  as  a  public  man,  and  the  brilliant 
political  career  into  which  Judge  Woodbury  was  en- 
tering, all  tended  to  entice  Mr.  Pierce  into  the  faci- 
nating  yet  perilous  path  of  political  life.  With  all 
the  ardor  of  his  nature  he  espoused  the  cause  of  Gen. 
Jackson  for  the  Presidency.  He  commenced  the 
practice  of  law  in  Hillsborough,  and  was  soon  elected 
to  represent  the  town  in  the  State  Legislature.  Here 
he  served  for  four  years.  The  last  two  years  he  was 
chosen  speaker  of  the  house  by  a  very  large  vote. 

In  1833,  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine,  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  Congress.  Without  taking  an  active 
part  in  debates,  he  was  faithful  and  laborious  in  duty, 
and  ever  rising  in  the  estimation  of  those  with  v/hom 
he  was  associatad. 

In  T837,  being  then  but  thirty-three  years  of  age, 
he  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States; 
taking  his  seat  just  as  Mr.  Van  Buren  commenced 
his  administration.  •  He  was  the  youngest  member  in 
the  Senate.  In  the  year  1834,  he  married  Miss  Jane 
Means  Appleton,  a  lady  of  rare  beauty  and  accom- 
plishments, and  one  admirably  fitted  to  adorn  every 
station  with  which  her  husband  was  honored,    Of  the 
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three  sons  who  were  bom  to  them,  all  now  sleep  with 
their  parents  in  the  grave. 

In  the  year  1838,  Mr.  Pierce,  with  growing  fame 
and  increasing  business  as  a  lawyer,  took  up  his 
residence  in  Concord,  the  capital  of  New  Hampshire. 
President  Polk,  upon  his  accession  to  office,  appointed 
Mr.  Pierce  attorney-general  of  the  United  States;  but 
the  offer  was  declined,  in  consequence  of  numerous 
professional  engagements  at  home,  and  the  precariuos 
state  of  Mrs.  Pierce's  health.  He  also,  about  the 
same  time  declined  the  nomination  for  governor  by  the 
Democratic  party.  The  war  with  Mexico  called  Mr. 
Pierce  in  the  army.  Receiving  the  appointment  of 
brigadier-general,  he  embarked,  with  a  portion  of  his 
troops,  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  on  the  27th  of  May,  1847. 
He  took  an  important  part  in  this  war,  proving  him- 
self a  brave  and  true  soldier. 

When  Gen.  Pierce  reached  his  home  in  his  native 
State,  he  was  received  enthusiastically  by  the  advo- 
cates of  the  Mexican  war,  and  coldly  by  his  oppo- 
nents. He  resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
very  frequently  taking  an  active  part  in  political  ques- 
tions, giving  his  cordial  support  to  the  pro-slavery 
wing  of  the  Democratic  party.  The  compromise 
measures  met  cordially  with  his  approval ;  and  he 
strenuously  advocated  the  enforcement  of  the  infa- 
mous fugitive-slave  law,  which  so  shocked  the  religious 
sensibilities  of  the  North.  He  thus  became  distin- 
guished as  a  "  Northern  man  with  Southern  principles.'' 
The  strong  partisans  of  slavery  in  the  South  conse- 
quently regarded  him  as  a  man  whom  they  could 
safely  trust  in  office  to  carry  out  their  plans. 

On  the  12th  of  June,  1852,  the  Democratic  conven- 
tion met  in  Baltimore  to  nominate  a  candidate  for  the 
Presidency.  For  four  days  they  continued  in  session, 
and  in  thirty-five  ballotings  no  one  had  obtained  a 
two-thirds  vote.  Not  a  vote  thus  far  had  been  thrown 
for  Gen.  Pierce.  Then  the  Virginia  delegation 
brought  forward  his  name.  There  were  fourteen 
more  ballotings,  during  which  Gen.  Pierce  constantly 
gained  strength,  until,  at  the  forty-ninth  ballot,  he 
received  two  hundred  and  eighty-two  votes,  and  all 
other  candidates  eleven.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott  was 
the  Whig  candidate.  Gen.  Pierce  was  chosen  with 
great  unanimity.  Only  four  States — Vermont,  Mas- 
sachusetts, Kentucky  and  Tennessee  —  cast  their 
electoral  votes  against  him  Gen.  Franklin  Pierce 
was  therefore  inaugurated  President  of  the  United 
States  on   the  4th  of  March,    1853. 


His  administration  proved  one  of  the  most  stormy  our 
country  had  ever  e.xperienced.  The  controversy  be 
tween  slavery  and  freedom  was  then  approaching  its 
culminating  point.  It  became  evident  that  there  was 
an  "  irrepressible  conflict"  between  them,  and  that 
this  Nation  could  not  long  exist  "  half  slave  and  half 
free."  President  Pierce,  during  the  whole  of  his  ad- 
ministration, did  every  thing  he  could  to  conciliate 
the  South  ;  but  it  was  all  in  vain.  The  conflict  every 
year  grew  more  violent,  and  threats  of  the  dissolution 
of  the  Union  were  borne  to  the  North  on  every  South- 
ern breeze. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  affairs  when  President 
Pierce  approached  the  close  of  his  four-years'  term 
of  office.  The  North  had  become  thoroughly  alien- 
ated from  him.  The  anti-slavery  sentiment,  goaded 
by  great  outrages,  had  been  rapidly  increasing;  all 
the  intellectual  ability  and  social  worth  of  President 
Pierce  were  forgotten  in  deep  reprehension  of  his  ad- 
ministrative acts.  The  slaveholders  of  the  South,  also, 
unmindful  of  the  fidelity  with  which  he  had  advo- 
cated those  measures  of  Government  which  they  ap- 
proved, and  perhaps,  also,  feeling  that  he  had 
rendered  himself  so  unpopular  as  no  longer  to  be 
able  acceptably  to  serve  them,  ungratefully  dropped 
him,  and  nominated  James  Buchanan  to  succeed  him. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1857,  President  Pierce  re- 
tired to  his  home  in  Concord.  Of  three  children,  two 
had  died,  and  his  only  surviving  child  had  been 
killed  before  his  eyes  by  a  railroad  accident ;  and  his 
wife,  one  of  the  most  estimable  and  accomplished  of 
ladies,  was  rapidly  sinking  in  consumption.  The 
hour  of  dreadful  gloom  soon  came,  and  he  was  left 
alone  in  the  world,  without  wife  or  child. 

When  the  terrible  Rebellion  burst  forth,  which  di- 
vided our  country  into  two  parties,  and  two  only,  Mr. 
Pierce  remained  steadfast  in  the  principles  which  he 
had  always  cherished,  and  gave  his  sympathies  to 
that  pro-slavery  party  with  which  he  had  ever  been 
allied.  He  declined  to  do  anything,  either  by  voice 
or  pen,  to  strengthen  the  hand  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment. He  continued  to  reside  in  Concord  until 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  October, 
1869.  He  was  one  of  the  most  genial  and  social  of 
men,  an  honored  communicant  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  one  of  the  kindest  of  neighbors.  Gen- 
erous to  a  fault,  he  contributed  liberally  for  the  al- 
leviation of  suffering  and  want,  and  many  of  his  towns- 
people were  often  gladened  by  his  material   bounty. 
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AMES  BUCHANAN,  the  fif- 
.teenth  President  of  the  United 
States,  was  born  in  a  small 
frontier  town,  at  the  foot  of  the 
eastern  ridge  of  the  AUegha- 
nies,  in  Franklin  Co.,  Penn.,  on 
the  23d  of  April,  1791.  The  place 
where  the  humble  cabin  of  his 
father  stood  was  called  Stony 
Batter.  It  was  a  wild  and  ro- 
mantic spot  in  a  gorge  of  the  moun- 
tains, with  towering  summits  rising 
grandly  all  around.  His  father 
was  a  native  of  the  north  of  Ireland ; 
a  poor  man,  who  had  emigrated  in 
1783,  with  little  property  save  his 
own  strong  arms.  Five  years  afterwards  he  married 
Elizabeth  Spear,  the  daughter  of  a  respectable  farmer, 
and,  with  his  young  bride,  plunged  into  the  wilder- 
ness, staked  his  claim,  reared  his  log-hut,  opened  a 
clearing  with  his  axe,  and  settled  down  there  to  per- 
form his  obscure  part  in  the  diama  of  life.  In  this  se- 
cluded home,  where  James  was  born,  he  remained 
for  eight  years,  enjoying  but  few  social  or  intellectual 
advantages.  When  James  was  eight  years  of  age,  his 
father  removed  to  the  village  of  Mercersburg,  where 
his  son  was  placed  at  school,  and  commenced  a 
course  of  study  in  English,  Latin  and  Greek.  His 
progress  was  rapid,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  he 
entered  Dickinson  College,  at  Carlisle.  Here  he  de- 
veloped remarkable  taient,  and  took  his  stand  among 
the  first  scholars  in  the  institution.  His  application 
"to  study  was  intense,  and  yet  his  native  powers    en- 


abled him  to  master  the  most  abstruse  subjects  wi  "■ 
facility. 

In  the  year  1809,  he  graduated  with  the  highest 
honors  of  his  clas^.  He  was  then  eighteen  years  of 
age;  tall  and  graceful,  vigorous  in  health,  fond  of 
athletic  sport,  an  unerring  shot,  and  enlivened  with 
an  exuberant  flow  of  animal  spirits.  He  immediately 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  city  of  Lancaster, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1812,  when  he  was 
but  twenty-one  years  of  age.  Very  rapidly  he  rose 
in  his  profession,  and  at  once  took  undisputed  stand 
with  the  ablest  lawyers  of  the  State.  When  but 
twenty-six  years  of  age,  unaided  by  counsel,  he  suc- 
cessfully defended  before  the  State  Senate  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  State,  who  was  tried  upon  articles  of 
impeachment.  At  the  age  of  thirty  it  was  generally 
admitted  that  he  stood  at  the  head  of  the  bar;  and 
there  was  no  lawyer  in  the  State  who  had  a  more  lu- 
crative practice. 

In  1820,  he  reluctantly  consented  to  run  as  a 
candidate  for  Congress.  He  was  elected,  and  foi 
ten  years  he  remained  a  member  of  the  Lower  House. 
During  the  vacations  of  Congress,  he  occasionally 
tried  some  important  case.  In  1831,  he  retired 
altogether  from  the  toils  of  his  profession,  having  ac- 
quired an  ample  fortune. 

Gen.  Jackson,  upon  his  elevation  to  the  Presidency, 
appointed  Mr.  Buchanan  minister  to  Russia.  The 
duties  of  his  mission  he  performed  with  ability,  which 
gave  satisfaction  to  all  parties.  Upon  his  return,  in 
1833,  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  United  States 
Senate.  He  there  met,  as  his  associates,  Webster, 
Clay,  Wright  and  Calhoun.  He  advocated  the  meas- 
ures proposed  by  President  Jackson,  of  ra.it/ng  repri- 
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sals  against  France,  to  enforce  the  payment  of  our 
claims  against  thai  coantr)' ;  and  defended  the  course 
of  the  President  in  his  unprecedented  and  wholesale 
removal  from  office  of  those  who  were  not  the  sup- 
porters of  his  adnrinistration.  Upon  this  question  he 
was  brought  into  direct  collision  with  Henry  Clay. 
He  also,  with  voice  and  vote,  advocated  expunging 
from  the  journal  of  the  Senate  the  vote  of  censure 
against  Gen.  Jackson  for  removing  the  deposits. 
Earnestly  he  opposed  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  urged  the  prohibition  of  the 
circulation  of  anti-slavery  documents  by  the  United 
States  mails. 

As  to  petitions  on  tlie  subject  of  slavery,  he  advo- 
cated that  they  should  be  respectfully  received;  and 
that  tlie  reply  should  be  returned,  that  Congress  had 
no  power  to  legislate  upon  the  subject.  "  Congress," 
said  he,  "  might  as  well  undertake  to  interfere  with 
slavery  under  a  foreign  government  as  in  any  of  the 
States  where  it  now  e.xists." 

Upon  Mr.  Polk's  accession  to  the  Presidency,  Mr. 
Buchanan  became  Secretary  of  State,  and  as  such, 
took  his  share  of  the  responsibility  in  the  conduct  of 
the  Mexican  War.  Mr.  Polk  assumed  that  crossing 
the  Nueces  by  the  American  troops  into  the  disputed 
territory  was  not  wrong,  but  for  the  Mexicans  to  cross 
the  Rio  Grande  into  that  territory  was  a  declaration 
of  war.  No  candid  man  can  read  with  pleasure  the 
account  of  the  course  our  Government  pursued  in  that 
movement 

Mr.  Buchanan  identified  himself  thoroughly  with 
the  party  devoted  to  the  perpetuation  and  extension 
of  slavery,  and  brought  all  the  energies  of  his  mind 
to  bear  against  the  Wilmot  Proviso.  He  gave  his 
cordial  approval  to  the  compromise  measures  of  1850, 
which  included  tlie  fugitive-slave  law.  Mr.  Pierce, 
upon  his  election  to  the  Presidency,  honored  Mr. 
Buchanan  with  the  mission  to  England. 

In  the  year  1856,  a  national  Democratic  conven- 
tion nominated  Mr.  Buchanan  for  the  Presidency.  The 
political  conflict  was  one  of  the  most  severe  in  which 
our  country  has  ever  engaged.  All  the  friends  of 
slavery  were  on  one  side;  all  the  advocates  of  its  re- 
striction and  final  abolition,  on  the  other.  Mr.  Fre- 
mont, the  candidate  of  the  enemies  of  slavery,  re- 
ceived 1 14  electoral  votes.  Mr.  Buchanan  received 
174,  and  was  elected.  The  popular  vote  stood 
1,340,618,  for  Fremont,  1,224,750  for  Buchanan.  On 
March   4th,    1857,  Mr.  Buchanan  was  inaugurated. 

Mr.  Buchanan  was  far  advanced  in  life.  Only  four 
vears  were  wanting  to  fill  up  his  threescore  years  and 
ten.  His  own  friends,  those  with  whom  he  had  been 
allied  in  political  principles  and  action  for  years,  were 
seeking  the  destruction  of  the  Government,  that  they 
might  rear  upon  the  ruins  of  our  free  institutions  a 
nation  whose  corner-stone  should  be  human  slavery. 
In  this  emergency,  Mr.  Buchanan  was  hopelessly  be- 
wildered     He  could  not,  with  his  long-avowed  prin- 


ciples, consistently  oppose  the  State-rights  party  in 
their  assumptions.  As  President  of  the  United  States, 
bound  by  his  oath  faithfully  to  administer  the  laws, 
he  could  not,  without  perjury  of  the  grossest  kind, 
unite  with  those  endeavoring  to  overthrow  the  repub- 
lic.    He  therefore  did  nothing. 

The  opponents  of  Mr.  Buchanan's  administration 
nominated  Abraham  Lmcoln  as  their  standard  bearer 
in  the  next  Presidential  canvass.  The  pro-slavery 
party  declared,  that  if  he  were  elected,  and  the  con- 
trol of  the  Government  were  thus  taken  from  their 
hands,  they  would  secede  from  the  Union,  taking 
with  them,  as  they  retired,  the  National  Capitol  at 
Washington,  and  the  lion's  share  of  the  territory  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Buchanan's  sympathy  with  the  pro-slaver^' 
party  was  such,  that  he  had  been  willing  to  offer  them 
far  more  than  they  had  ventured  to  claim.  All  the 
South  had  professed  to  ask  of  the  North  was  non- 
intervention upon  the  subject  of  slavery.  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan had  been  ready  to  offer  them  the  active  co- 
operation of  the  Government  to  defend  and  extend 
the  institution. 

As  the  storm  increased  in  violence,  the  slaveholders 
claiming  the  right  to  secede,  and  Mr.  Buchanan  avow- 
ing that  Congress  had  no  power  to  prevent  it,  one  of 
the  most  pitiable  exhibitions  of  governmental  im- 
becility was  exhibited  the  world  has  ever  seen.  He 
declared  that  Congress  had  no  power  to  enforce  its 
laws  in  any  State  which  had  withdrawn,  or  which 
was  attempting  to  withdraw  from  the  Union.  This 
was  not  the  doctrine  of  Andrew  Jackson,  when,  with 
his  hand  upon  his  sword-hilt,  he  exclaimed.  "  The 
Union  must  and  shall  be  preserved!" 

South  Carolina  seceded  in  December,  i860;  nearly 
three  months  before  the  inauguration  of  President 
Lincoln.  Mr.  Buchanan  looked  on  in  listless  despair. 
The  rebel  flag  was  raised  in  Charleston;  Fort  Sumpter 
was  besieged;  our  forts,  navy-yards  and  arsenals 
were  seized ;  our  depots  of  military  stores  were  plun- 
dered ;  and  our  custom-houses  and  post-offices  were 
appropriated  by  the  rebels. 

The  energy  of  the  rebels,  and  the  imbecility  of  our 
Executive,  were  alike  marvelous.  The  Nation  looked 
on  in  agony,  waiting  for  the  slow  weeks  to  glide  away, 
and  close  the  administration,  so  terrible  in  its  weak- 
ness At  length  the  long-looked-for  hour  of  deliver- 
ance came,  when  Abraham  Lincoln  was  to  receive  the 
scepter. 

The  administration  of  President  Buchanan  was 
certainly  the  most  calamitous  our  country  has  ex- 
perienced. His  best  friends  cannot  recall  it  with 
pleasure.  And  still  more  deplorable  it  is  for  his  fame, 
that  in  that  dreadful  conflict  which  rolled  its  billows 
of  flame  and  blood  over  our  whole  land,  no  word  came 
from  his  lips  to  indicate  his  wish  that  our  country's 
banner  should  trinm|ih  over  the  flag  of  the  rebellion 
He  died  at  his  Wheatland   retreat,   June    i,    1868. 
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BRAHAM  LINCOLN,  the 
sixteenth  President  of  the 
■i^United  States,  was  born  in 
Hardin  Co.,  Ky.,  Feb.  12, 
1809.  About  the  year  1780,  a 
-■  man  by  the  name  of  Abraham 
\  =(.-•■.,=  ./  "^  Lincohi  left  Virginia  with  his 
f  .'■■•';-■  {/a^  family  and  moved  into  the  then 
wildsof  Kentucky.  Only  two  years 
after  this  emigration,  still  a  young 
man,  while  working  one  day  in  a 
field,  was  stealthily  approached  by 
an  Indian  and  shot  dead.  His  widow 
was  left  in  extreme  poverty  with  five 
little  children,  three  boys  and  two 
girls.  Thomas,  the  youngest  of  the 
boys,  was  four  years  of  age  at  his 
father's  death.  This  Thomas  was 
the  father  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  the 
President  of  the  United  States 
whose  name  must  henceforth  foi^ever  be  enrolled 
with  the  most  prominent  in  the  annals  of  our  world. 
Of  course  no  record  has  been  kept  of  the  life 
of  one  so  lowly  as  Thomas  Lincoln.  He  was  among 
the  poorest  of  the  poor.  His  home  was  a  wretched 
log-cabin;  his  food  the  coarsest  and  the  meanest. 
Education  he  had  none;  he  could  never  either  read 
or  write.  As  soon  as  he  was  able  to  do  anything  for 
himself,  he  was  compelled  to  leave  the  cabin  of  his 
starving  mother,  and  push  out  into  the  world,  a  friend- 
less, wandering  boy,  seeking  work.  He  hired  him- 
self out,  and  thus  spent  the  whole  of  his  youth  as  a 
/iborer  in  the  fields  of  others. 

When  twenty-eight  years  of  age  he  buill  a  log- 
cabin  of  his  own,  and  married  Nancy  Hanks,  the 
daughter  of  another  family  of  poor  Kentucky  emi- 
grants, who  had  also  come  from  Virginia.  Their 
second  child  was  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  The  mother  of  Abraham  was  a  noble 
woman,  gentle,  loving,  pensive,  created  to  adorn 
a  palace,  doomed  to  toil  and  pine,  and  die  in  a  hovel. 
"All  I  hat  I  am,  or  hope  to  be,"  e.xclaims  the  grate- 
ful son  "  I  owe  to  my  angel-mother. 

When  he  was  eight  years  of  age,  his  father  sold  his 


cabin  and  small  farm,  and  moved  to  Indiana    Wher^ 
two  years  later  his  mother  died. 

Abraham  soon  i)ecame  the  scribe  of  the  uneducated 
community  around  him.  He  could  not  have  had  a 
better  school  than  this  to  teach  him  to  put  thoughts 
into  words.  He  also  became  an  eager  reader.  The 
books  he  could  obtain  were  few  ;  but  these  he  "ead 
and  re-read  until  tliey  were  almost  committt'H  to 
memory. 

As  the  years  rolled  on,  the  lot  of  this  lowly  familj 
was  the  usual  lot  of  humanity.  There  were  joys  and 
griefs,  weddings  and  funerals.  Abraham's  sisto 
Sarah,  to  whom  he  was  tenderly  attached,  was  mai 
ried  when  a  child  of  but  fourteen  years  of  age,  and 
soon  died.  The  family  was  gradually  scattered.  Mr 
Thomas  Lincoln  sold  out  his  squatter's  claim  in  1830 
and  emigrated  to  Macon  Co.,  111. 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  then  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
With  vigorous  hands  he  aided  his  father  in  rearing 
another  log-cabin.  Abraham  worked  diligently  at  this 
until  he  saw  the  family  comfortably  settled,  and  theii 
small  lot  of  enclosed  prairie  planted  with  corn,  when 
he  announced  to  his  father  his  intention  tg  leave 
home,  and  to  go  out  into  the  world  and  seek  his  for- 
tune. Little  did  he  or  his  friends  imagine  how  bril- 
liant that  fortune  was  to  be.  He  saw  the  value  o( 
education  and  was  intensely  earnest  to  improve  his 
mind  to  the  utmost  of  his  power.  He  saw  the  ruin 
which  ardent  spirits  were  causing,  and  became 
strictly  temperate;  refusing  to  allow  a  drop  of  intoxi- 
cating liquor  to  pass  his  lips.  And  he  had  read  in 
God's  word,  "Thou  shalt  not  take  the  name  of  tha 
Lord  thy  God  in  .i..;"and  a  profane  expression  ha 
was  never  heard  to  utter.  Religion  he  revered.  His 
morals  were  pure,  and  he  was  uncontaminated  by  a 
single  vice. 

Young  Abraham  work  :d  for  a  time  as  a  hired  laborei 
among  the  farmers.  Then  he  went  to  Springfield, 
where  he  was  employed  in  building  a  large  flat-boat. 
In  this  he  took  a  herd  of  swine,  floated  them  down 
the  Sangamon  to  the  Illinois,  and  thence  by  the  Mis- 
sissippi to  New  Orleans.  Whatever  Abraham  Lin- 
coln undertook,  he  performed  so  faithfully  as  to  give 
great  satisfaction  to  his  employers.      In  this  adven 
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ture  his  employers  were  so  well  pleased,  that  upon 
his  return  tiiey  placed  a  store  and  mill  under  his  care. 

In  1832,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Black  Hawk  war,  he 
enlisted  and  was  chosen  captain  of  a  company.  He 
returned  to  Sangamon  County,  and  although  only  23 
years  of  age,  was  a  candidate  for  the  Legislature,  but 
was  defeated.  He  soon  after  received  from  Andrew 
Jackson  the  appointmentof  Postmaster  of  New  Salem, 
His  only  post-office  was  his  hat.  All  the  letters  he 
received  he  carried  there  ready  to  deliver  to  those 
he  chanced  to  meet.  He  studied  surveying,  and  soon 
made  this  his  business.  In  1834  he  again  became  a 
candidate  for  the  Legislature,  and  was  elected.  Mr. 
Stuart,  of  Springfield,  advised  him  to  study  law.  He 
walked  from  New  Salem  to  Springfield,  borrowed  of 
Mr.  Stuart  a  load  of  books,  carried  them  back  and 
began  his  legal  studies.  When  the  Legislature  as- 
sembled he  trudged  on  foot  with  his  pack  on  his  back 
one  hundred  miles  to  Vandalia,  then  the  capital.  In 
1836  he  was  re-elected  to  the  Legislature.  Here  it 
was  he  first  met  Stephen  A.  Douglas.  In  1839  he  re- 
moved to  Springfield  and  began  the  practice  of  law. 
His  success  with  the  jury  was  so  great  that  he  was 
soon  engaged  in  almost  every  noted  case  in  the  circuit. 

In  1854  the  great  discussion  began  between  Mr. 
Lincoln  and  Mr.  Douglas,  on  the  slavery  question. 
In  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  in  Illinois, 
in  1856,  he  took  an  active  part,  and  at  once  became 
one  of  the  leaders  in  that  party.  Mr.  Lincoln's 
speeches  in  opposition  to  Senator  Douglas  in  the  con- 
test in  1858  for  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  form  a  most 
notable  part  of  his  history.  The  issue  was  on  the 
slavery  question,  and  he  took  the  broad  ground  of 
.he  Declaration  of  Independence,  that  all  men  are 
created  equal.  Mr.  Lincoln  was  defeated  in  this  con- 
test, but  won  a  far  higher  prize. 

The  great  Republican  Convention  met  at  Chicago 
on  the  i6th  of  June,  i860.  The  delegates  and 
strangers  who  crowded  the  city  amounted  to  twenty- 
five  thousand.  An  immense  building  called  "  The 
Wigwam,"  was  reared  to  accommodate  the  Conven- 
tion. There  were  eleven  candidates  for  whom  votes 
were  thrown.  William  H.  Seward,  a  man  whose  fame 
as  a  statesman  had  long  filled  the  land,  was  the  most 
prominent.  It  was  generally  supposed  he  would  be 
the  nominee,  Abraham  Lincoln,  however,  received 
the  nomination  on  the  third  ballot.  Little  did  he  then 
dream  of  the  weary  years  of  toil  and  care,  and  the 
bloody  death,  to  which  that  nomination  doomed  him : 
andaslittledid  hedream  that  he  was  to  render  services 
to  his  country,  which  would  fix  upon  him  the  eyes  of 
the  whole  civilized  world,  and  which  would  give  him 
a  place  in  the  affections  of  his  countrymen,  second 
cnly,  if  second,  to  that  of  Washington. 

Election  day  came  and  Mr.  Lincoln  received  180 
electoral  votes  out  of  203  cast,  and  was,  therefore, 
constitutionally  elected  President  of  the  United  States. 
The  tirade  of  abuse  that  was  poured  upon  this    good 


and  merciful  man,  especially  by  the  slaveholders,  was 
greater  than  upon  any  other  man  ever  elected  to  this 
high  position.  In  February,  1861,  Mr.  Lincoln  started 
for  Washington,  stopping  in  all  the  large  citie;  on  his 
way  making  speeches.  The  whole  journey  was  frought 
with  much  danger.  Many  of  the  .Southern  States  had 
already  seceded,  and  several  attempts  at  assassination 
were  afterwards  brought  to  light.  A  gang  in  Balti- 
more had  arranged,  upon  his  arrival  to"  get  up  a  row," 
and  in  the  confusion  to  make  sure  of  his  death  with 
revolvers  and  hand-grenades.  A  detective  unravelled 
the  plot.  A  secret  and  special  train  was  provided  to 
take  him  from  HarrisL'urg,  through  Baltimore,  at  an 
unexpected  hour  of  the  night.  The  train  started  at 
half-past  ten  ;  and  to  prevent  any  possible  communi- 
cation on  the  part  ol  the  Secessionists  with  their  Con- 
federate gang  in  Baltimore,  as  soon  as  the  train  haa 
started  the  telegraph-wires  were  cut.       Mr.    Lincoln  1 

reached  Washington  in    safety  and  was  inaugurated,         I 
although  great   anxiety  was  felt  by  all  loyal  people. 

In  the  selection  of  his  cabinet  Mr.  Lincoln  gave 
to  Mr,  Seward  the  Department  of  State,  and  to  other 
prominent  opponents  before  the  convention  ho  gave 
important  positions. 

During  no  other  administration  have  the  duties 
devolving  upon  the  President  been  so  manifold,  and 
the  responsibilities  so  great,  as  those  which  fell  to 
the  lot  of  President  Lincoln.  Knowing  this,  and 
feeling  his  own  weakness  and  inability  to  meet,  and  in 
his  own  strength  to  cope  with,  the  difficulties,  he 
learned  early  to  seek  Divine  wisdom  and  guidance  in 
determining  his  plans,  and  Divine  comfort  in  all  his 
trials,  both  personal  and  national.  Contrary  to  his 
own  estimate  of  himself,  Mr.  Lincoln  was  one  of  the 
most  courageous  of  men.  He  went  directly  into  the 
rebel  cajntal  just  as  the  retreating  foe  was  leaving, 
with  no  guard  but  a  few  sailors.  From  the  time  he 
had  left  Springfield,  in  1861,  however,  plans  had  been 
made  for  his  assassination, and  he  at  last  fell  a  victim 
to  one  of  them.  April  14,  1865,  he,  with  Gen.  Crant, 
was  urgently  invited  to  attend  Fords'  Theater.  It 
was  announced  that  they  would  be  present.  Gen. 
Grant,  however,  left  the  city.  President  Lincoln,  feel- 
ing, witli  his  characteristic  kindliness  of  heart,  that 
it  would  be  a  disappointment  if  he  should  fail  them, 
very  reluctantly  consented  to  go.  While  listening  to 
the  play  an  actor  by  the  name  of  John  Wilkes  i-iooth 
entered  the  box  where  the  President  and  family  were 
seated,  and  fired  a  bullet  into  his  brains.  He  died  the 
next  morning  at  seven  o'clock. 

Never  before,  in  the  history  of  the  world  was  a  nation 
plunged  into  such  deep  grief  by  the  death  of  its  ruler. 
Strong  men  met  in  the  streets  and  wept  in  speechless 
anguish.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  a  nation  was 
in  tears.  His  was  a  life  which  will  fitly  become  a 
model.  His  name  as  the  savior  of  his  country  will 
live  with  that  of  Washington's,  ils  father;  his  cf^untry- 
men  being  unable  to  decide   which  is   tKe  ereatet. 
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NDREW  JOHNSON,  seven- 
teenth President  of  the  United 
States.  The  early  hfc  of 
Andrew  Johnson  contains  but 
the  record  of  poverty,  destitu- 
tion and  friendlessness.  He 
was  born  December  29,  180S, 
in  Raleigh,  N.  C.  His  parents, 
belonging  to  the  class  of  the 
"  poor  whites  "  of  the  South,  were 
in  such  circumstances,  that  they 
could  not  confer  ~vei\  the  slight- 
est advantages  of  education  ujxjn 
their  child.  When  Andrew  was  five 
years  of  age,  his  father  accidentally 
lost  his  life  while  herorically  endeavoring  to  save  a 
friend  from  drowning.  ^''r\iil  teri  years  of  age,  Andrew 
was  a  ragged  boy  abouf  the  streets,  supported  by  the 
labor  of  his  mother,  who  obtained  her  living  with 
her  own  hands. 

He  then,  having  never  attended  a  school  one  day, 
and  being  unable  either  to  read  or  write,  was  ap- 
prenticed to  a  tailor  in  his  native  town.  A  gentleman 
was  in  the  habit  of  going  to  the  tailor's  shop  occasion- 
ally, and  reading  to  the  boys  at  work  there.  He  often 
read  from  the  speeches  of  distinguished  British  states- 
men. Andrew,  who  was  endowed  with  a  mind  of  more 
than  ordinary  native  ability,  became  much  interested 
in  these  speeches ;  his  ambition  was  roused,  and  he 
was  inspired  with  a  strong  desire  to  learn  to  read. 

He  accordingly  applied  himself  to  the  alphabet,  and 
with  the  assistance  of  some  of  his  fellow-workmen, 
Jeamed  his  letters.  He  then  called  upon  the  gentle- 
man to  borrow  the  book  of  speeches,      The  owner, 


pleased  with  his  zeal,  not  only  gave  him  the  book 
but  assisted  him  in  learning  to  combine  the  letters 
into  words.  Under  such  difficulties  he  pressed  01. 
ward  laboriously,  spending  usually  ten  or  twelve  hours 
at  work  in  the  shop,  and  then  robbing  himself  of  rest 
and  recreatior  to  devote  such  time  as  he  could  to 
reading. 

He  went  to  Tennessee  in  1826,  and  located  at 
Greenville,  where  he  married  a  young  lady  who  pos 
sessed  some  education.  Under  her  instructions  he 
learned  to  write  and  cipher.  He  became  prominent 
in  the  village  debating  society,  and  a  favorite  with 
the  students  of  Greenville  College.  In  1828,  he  or- 
ganized a  working  man's  party,  which  elected  him 
aldemian,  and  in  1830  elected  him  mayor,  which 
position  he  held  three  years. 

He  now  began  to  take  a  lively  interest  in  political 
affairs  ;  identifying  himself  with  the  working-classes, 
to  which  he  belonged.  In  1835,  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Tennes- 
see. He  was  then  just  twenty-seven  years  of  age. 
He  became  a  very  active  member  of  the  legislature, 
gave  his  adhesion  to  the  Democratic  party,  and  in 
1840  "stumped  the  State,"  advocating  Martin  Van 
Buren's  claims  to  the  Presidency,  in  opposition  to  thos^ 
of  Gen.  Harrison.  In  this  campaign  he  acquired  much 
readiness  as  a  speaker,  and  extended  and  increased 
his  reputation. 

In  r84t,  he  was  elected  State  Senator;  in  1843,  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  Congress,  and  by  successive 
elections,  held  that  important  post  for  ten  years.  In 
1853,  he  was  elected  Governor  of  Tennessee,  and 
was  re-elected  in  1855.  In  all  these  resijonsihle  posi- 
tions, he  discharged  his  duties  with  distinguished  abi. 
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ity,  and  proved  himself  the  warm  friend  of  the  work- 
ing classes.  In  1857,  Mr.  Johnson  was  elected 
United  States  Senator. 

Years  before,  in  1S45,  he  had  warmly  advocated 
the  annexation  of  Texas,  stating  however,  as  his 
reason,  that  he  thought  this  annexation  would  prob- 
ably prove  "  to  be  the  gateway  out  of  which  the  sable 
sons  of  Africa  are  to  pass  from  bondage  to  freedom, 
^nd  become  merged  in  a  population  congenial  to 
themselves."  In  1850,  he  also  supported  the  com- 
promise measures,  the  two  essential  features  of  which 
were,  that  the  white  people  of  the  Territories  should 
be  permitted  to  decide  for  themselves  whether  they 
would  enslave  the  colored  people  or  not,  and  that 
the  free  States  of  the  North  should  return  to  the 
South  persons  who  attempted  to  escape  from  slaver)'. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  neverashamedof  his  lowly  origin: 
on  the  contrary,  he  often  took  pride  in  avowing  that 
he  owed  his  distinction  to  his  own  exertions.  "Sir,"' 
said  he  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  "  I  do  not  forget 
that  I  am  a  mechanic ;  neither  do  I  forget  that  Adam 
was  a  tailor  and  sewed  fig-leaves,  and  that  our  Sav- 
ior was  the  son  of  a  carpenter." 

In  the  Charleston-Baltimore  convention  of  i8uj,  iie 
was  the  choice  of  the  Tennessee  Democrats  for  the 
presidency.  In  1861,  when  the  purpose  of  the  South- 
im  Democracy  became  apparent,  he  took  a  decided 
stand  in  favor  of  the  Union,  and  held  that  "  slavery 
must  be  held  subordinate  to  the  Union  at  whatever 
cost."  He  returned  to  Tennessee,  and  repeatedly 
imperiled  his  own  life  to  protect  the  Unionists  of 
Tennesee.  Tennessee  having  seceded  from  the 
Union,  President  Lincoln,  on  March  4th,  1862,  ap- 
pointed him  Military  Governor  of  the  State,  and  he 
established  the  most  stringent  military  rule.  His 
numerous  proclamations  attracted  wide  attention.    In 

1864,  he  was  elected  Vice-President  of  the  United 
States,  and  upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  April   15, 

1865,  became  President.  In  a  speech  two  days  later 
he  said,  "  The  American  people  must  be  taught,  if 
they  do  not  already  feel,  that  treason  is  a  crime  and 
must  be  punished;  that  the  Government  will  not 
always  bear  with  its  enemies ;  that  it  is  strong  not 
oYily  to  protect,  but  to  punish.  *  *  The  people 
must  understand  that  it  (treason)  is  the  blackest  of 
crimes,  and  will  surely  be  punished."  Yet  his  whole 
administration,  the  history  of  which  is  so  well  known, 
was  in  utter  iu<;onsistency  with,  and  the  most  violent 


opposition  to,  the  principles  laid  down  in  that  speech. 

In  his  loose  policy  of  reconstruction  and  general 
amnesty,  he  was  opposed  by  Congress ;  and  he  char- 
acterized Congress  as  a  new  rebellion,  and  Jawlessly 
defied  it,  in  everything  possible,  to  the  utmost.  In 
the  beginning  of  1868,  on  account  of  "high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors,"  the  principal  of  which  was  the 
removal  of  Secretary  Stanton,  in  violation  of  the  Ten- 
ure of  Office  Act,  articles  of  impeachment  were  pre- 
ferred against  him,  and  the    trial   began    March   23. 

It  was  very  tedious,  continuing  for  nearly  three 
months.  A  test  article  of  the  impeachment  was  at 
length  submitted  to  the  court  for  its  action.  It  was 
certain  that  as  the  court  voted  upon  that  article  so 
would  it  vote  upon  all.  Thirty-four  voices  pronounced 
the  President  guilty.  As  a  two-thirds  vote  was  neces- 
sary to  his  condemnation,  he  was  pronounced  ac- 
quitted, notwithstanding  the  great  majority  against 
him.  The  change  of  one  vote  from  the  not  guilty 
side  would  have  sustained  the  impeachment. 

The  President,  for  the  remainder  of  his  term,  was 
but  little  regarded.  He  continued,  though  impotently, 
his  conflict  with  Congress.  His  own  party  did  not 
think  it  expedient  to  renominate  him  for  the  Presi- 
dency. The  Nation  rallied,  with  enthusiasm  unpar- 
alleled since  the  days  of  Washington,  around  the  name 
of  Gen.  Grant.  Andrew  Johnson  was  forgotten. 
The  bullet  of  the  assassin  introduced  him  to  the 
President's  chair.  Notwithstanding  this,  never  was 
there  presented  to  a  man  a  better  opportunity  to  im- 
mortalize his  name,  and  to  win  the  gratitude  of  a 
nation.  He  failed  utterly.  He  retired  to  his  home 
in  Greenville,  Tenn.,  taking  no  very  active  part  in 
politics  until  1875.  On  Jan.  26,  after  an  exciting 
struggle,  he  was  chosen  by  the  Legislature  of  Ten- 
nessee, United  States  Senator  in  the  forty-fourth  Con- 
gress, and  took  his  seat  in  that  body,  at  the  special 
session  convened  by  President  Grant,  on  the  5th  of 
March.  On  the  27th  of  July,  1875,  the  ex-President 
made  a  visit  to  his  daughter's  home,  near  Carter 
Station,  Tenn.  When  he  started  on  his  journey,  he  was 
apparently  in  his  usual  vigorous  health,  but  on  reach- 
ing the  residence  of  his  child  the  following  day,  was 
stricken  with  paralysis,  rendering  him  unconscious. 
He  rallied  occasionally,  but  finally  passed  away  at 
2  A.M.,  July  31,  aged  sixty-seven  years.  His  fun- 
eral was  attended  at  Geenville,  on  the  3d  of  August, 
with  every  demonstration  of  respect. 
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LYSSES  S.  GRANT,  the 
eighteenth  President  of  the 
j§ United  States,  was  bom  on 
the  29th  of  April,  1822,  of 
Christian  parents,  in  a  humble 
home,  at  Point  Pleasant,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Ohio.  Shortly  after 
his  father  moved  to  George- 
town, Brown  Co.,  O.  In  this  re- 
mote frontier  hamlet,  Ulysses 
received  a  common-school  edu- 
cation. At  the  age  of  seven- 
teen, in  the  year  1839,  he  entered 
the  Military  Academy  at  West 
Point.  Here  he  was  regarded  as  a 
solid,  sensible  young  man  of  fair  abilities,  and  of 
sturdy,  honest  character.  He  took  respectable  rank 
as  a  scholar.  In  June,  1843,  he  graduated,  about  the 
middle  in  his  class,  and  was  sent  as  lieutenant  of  in- 
fantry to  one  of  the  distant  military  posts  in  the  Mis- 
souri Territory.  Two  years  he  past  in  these  dreary 
solitudes,  watching  the  vagabond  and  exasperating 
Indians. 

The  war  with  Mexico  came.  Lieut.  Grant  was 
sent  with  his  regiment  to  Corpus  Christi.  His  first 
battle  was  at  Palo  Alto.  There  was  no  chance  here 
for  the  exhibition  of  either  skill  or  heroism,  nor  at 
Resaca  de  la  Palma,  his  second  battle.  At  the  battle 
of  Monterey,  his  third  engagement,  it  is  said  that 
he  performed  a  signal  service  of  daring  and  skillful 
horsemanship.  His  brigade  had  exhausted  its  am- 
munition. A  messenger  must  be  sent  for  more,  along 
a  route  exposed  to  the  bullets  of  the  foe.  Lieut. 
Grant,  adopting  an  expedient  learned  of  the  Indians, 
grasped  the  mane  of  his  horse,  and  hanging  upon  one 
side  of  the  aniroa.1,  ran  the  gauntlet  in  entire  safety. 
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From  Monterey  he  was  sent,  with  the  fourth  infantry, 
to  aid  Gen.  Scott,  at  the  siege  of  Vera  Cruz.  In 
preparation  for  the  march  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  he 
was  appointed  quartermaster  of  his  regiment.  At  the 
battle  of  Molino  del  Rey,  he  was  promoted  to  a 
first  lieutenancy,  and  was  brevetted  captain  at  Cha- 
pultepec. 

At  the  close  of  the  Mexican  War,  Capt.  Grant  re- 
turned with  his  regiment  to  New  York,  and  was  again 
sent  to  one  of  the  military  posts  on  the  frontier.  The 
discovery  of  gold  in  California  causing  an  immense 
tide  of  emigration  to  flow  to  the  Pacific  shores,  Capt. 
Grant  was  sent  with  a  battalion  to  Fort  Dallas,  in 
Oregon,  for  the  protection  of  the  interests  of  the  im- 
migrants. Life  was  wearisome  in  those  wilds.  Capt. 
Grant  resigned  his  commission  and  returned  to  the 
States;  and  having  married,  entered  upon  the  cultiva- 
tion of  a  small  farm  near  St.  Louis,  Mo.  He  had  but 
little  skill  as  a  farmer.  Finding  his  toil  not  re- 
munerative, he  turned  to  mercantile  life,  entering  into 
the  leather  business,  with  a  younger  brother,  at  Ga- 
lena, 111.  This  was  in  the  year  i860.  As  the  tidings 
of  the  rebels  firing  on  Fort  Sumpter  reached  the  ears 
of  Capt.  Grant  in  his  counting-room,  he  said, — 
"  Uncle  Sam  has  educated  me  for  the  army :  though 
I  have  served  him  through  one  war,  I  do  not  feel  that 
I  have  yet  repaid  the  debt.  I  am  still  ready  to  discharge 
my  obligations.  I  shall  therefore  buckle  on  my  tword 
and  see  Uncle  Sam  through  this  war  too." 

He  went  into  the  streets,  raised  a  company  of  vol- 
unteers, and  led  them  as  their  captain  to  Springfield, 
the  capital  of  the  State,  where  their  services  were 
offered  to  Gov.  Yates.  The  Governor,  impressed  by, 
the  zeal  and  straightforward  executive  ability  of  Capt. 
Grant,  gave  him  a  desk  in  his  office,  to  assist  in  the 
volunteer  organization  that  was  being  formed  in  the 
State  in  behalf  of  the  Government.     On  the  isth  of 
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June,  i86i,  Capt.  Grant  received  a  commission  as 
Colonel  of  the  Twenty-first  Regiment  of  Illinois  Vol- 
unteers. His  merits  as  a  West  Point  graduate,  who 
had  served  for  15  years  in  the  regular  army,  were  such 
that  he  was  soon  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier- 
General  and  was  placed  in  command  at  Cairo.  The 
rebels  raised  their  banner  at  Paducah,  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Tennessee  River.  Scarcely  had  its  folds  ap- 
peared in  the  breeze  ere  Gen.  Grant  was  there.  The 
rebels  fled.  Their  banner  fell,  and  the  star  and 
stripes  were  unfurled  in  its  stead. 

He  entered  the  service  with  great  determination 
and  immediately  began  active  duty.  This  was  the  be- 
ginning, and  until  the  surrender  of  Lee  at  Richmond 
he  was  ever  pushing  tlie  enemy  with  great  vigor  and 
effectiveness.  At  Belmont,  a  few  days  later,  he  sur- 
prised and  routed  the  rebels,  then  at  Fort  Henry 
won  another  victory.  Then  came  the  brilliant  fight 
at  Fort  Donelson.  The  nation  was  electrified  by  the 
victory,  and  the  brave  leader  of  the  boys  in  blue  was 
immediately  made  a  Mnjor-General,  and  the  military 
listrict  of  Tennessee  was  assigned  to  him. 

Like  all  great  captains,  Gen.  Grant  knew  well  how 
to  secure  the  results  of  victory.  He  immediately 
Dushed  on  to  the  enemies'  lines.  Then  came  the 
terrible  battles  of  Pittsburg  Landing,  Corinth,  and  the 
siege  of  Vicksburg,  where  Gen.  Pemberton  made  an 
unconditional  surrender  of  the  city  vnth  over  thirty 
thousand  men  and  one-hundred  and  seventy-two  can- 
non. The  fall  of  Vicksburg  was  by  far  the  most 
severe  blow  which  the  rebels  had  thus  far  encountered, 
and  opened  up  the  Mississippi  from  Cairo  to  the  Gulf. 
Gen.  Grant  was  next  ordered  to  co-operate  with 
Gen.  Banks  in  a  movement  upon  Texas,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  New  Orleans,  where  he  was  thrown  from 
his  horse,  and  received  severe  injuries,  from  which  he 
was  laid  up  for  months.  He  then  rushed  to  the  aid 
of  Gens.  Rosecrans  and  Thomas  at  Chattanooga,  and 
by  a  wonderful  series  of  strategic  and  technical  meas- 
ures put  the  Union  Army  in  fighting  condition.  Then 
followed  the  bloody  battles  at  Chattanooga,  Lookout 
Mountain  and  Missionary  Ridge,  in  which  the  rebels 
were  routed  i,vith  great  loss.  This  won  for  him  un- 
bounded praise  in  the  North.  On  the  4th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1864,  Congress  revived  the  grade  of  lieutenant- 
general,  and  the  rank  was  conferred  on  Gen.  Grant. 
He  repaired  to  Washington  to  receive  his  credentials 
and  enter  upon  tbp  duties  of  his  new  office 


Gen.  Grant  decided  as  soon  as  he  took  charge  of 
the  army  to  concentrate  the  widely-dispersed  National 
troops  for  an  attack  upon  Richmond,  the  nominal 
capital  of  the  Rebellion,  and  endeavor  there  to  de- 
stroy the  rebel  armies  which  would  be  promptly  as- 
sembled from  all  quarters  for  its  defence.  The  whole 
continent  seemed  to  tremble  under  the  tramp  of  these 
majestic  armies,  rushing  to  the  decisive  battle  field. 
Steamers  were  crowded  with  troops.  Railway  trains 
were  burdened  vith  closely  packed  thousands.  His 
plans  were  comprehensive  and  involved  a  series  of 
campaigns,  which  were  executed  with  remarkable  en- 
ergy and  ability,  and  were  consummated  at  the  sur- 
render of  Lee,  April  9,  1865. 

The  war  was  ended.  The  Union  was  saved.  The 
almost  unanimous  voice  of  the  Nation  declared  Gen. 
Grant  to  be  the  most  prominent  instrument  in  its  sal- 
vation. The  eminent  services  he  had  thus  rendered 
the  country  brought  him  conspicuously  forward  as  the 
Republican  candidate  for  the  Presidential  chair. 

At  the  Republican  Convention  held  at  Chicago. 
May  21,  1868,  he  was  unanimously  nominated  for  the 
Presidency,  and  at  the  autumn  election  received  a 
majority  of  the  popular  vote,  and  214  out  of  294 
electoral  votes. 

The  National  Convention  of  the  Republican  party 
which  met  at  Philadelphia  on  the  5th  of  June,  1872, 
placed  Gen.  Grant  in  nomination  for  a  second  term 
by  a  unanimous  vote.  The  selection  was  emphati- 
cally indorsed  by  the  people  five  months  later,  292 
electoral  votes  being   cast   for  him. 

Soon  after  the  close  of  his  second  term,  Gen.  Grant 
started  upon  his  famous  trip  around  the  world.  He 
visited  almost  every  country  of  the  civilized  world, 
and  was  everywhere  received  with  such  ovations 
and  demonstrations  of  respect  and  honor,  private 
as  well  as  public  and  official,  as  were  never  before 
bestowed  upon  any  citizen  of  the  United   States. 

He  was  the  most  prominent  candidate  before  the 
Republican  National  Convention  in  1880  for  a  re- 
nomination  for  President.  He  went  to  New  York  and 
embarked  in  the  brokerage  business  under  the  firm 
nameof  Grant  &  Ward.  The  latter  proved  a  villain, 
wrecked  Grant's  fortune,  and  for  larceny  was  sent  to 
the  penitendary.  The  General  was  attacked  with 
cancer  in  the  throat,  but  suffered  in  his  stoic-like 
manner,  never  complaining.  He  was  re-instated  as 
General  of  the  Army  and  retired  by  Congress.  The 
cancer  soon  finished  its  deadly  work,  and  July  23. 
1885,  the  nation  went  in  mourning  over  the  death  of 
the  illustrious  General, 
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UTHERFORD  B.  HAYES, 
;  ^the  nineteenth  President  of 
the  United  States,  was  born  in 
Delaware,  O.,  Oct.  4,  1822,  al- 
most three  months  after  the 
death  of  his  father,  Rutherford 
Hayes.  His  ancestry  on  both 
the  paternal  and  maternal  sides, 
was  of  the  most  honorable  char- 
acter. It  can  be  traced,  it  is  said, 
as  far  back  as  1280,  when  Hayes  and 
Rutherford  were  two  Scottish  chief- 
tains, fighting  side  by  side  with 
Baliol,  William  Wallace  and  Robert 
Bruce.  Both  families  belonged  to  the 
nobility,  owned  extensive  estates, 
and  had  a  large  following.  Misfor- 
cane  cvtrtaking  the  family,  George  Hayes  left  Scot- 
land in  16S0,  and  settled  in  Windsor,  Conn.  His  son 
George  wab;  born  in  Windsor,  and  remained  there 
during  his  life.  Daniel  Hayes,  son  of  the  latter,  mar- 
ried Sarah  Lee,  and  lived  from  the  time  of  his  mar- 
riage until  hJs  death  in  Simsbury,  Conn.  Ezekiel, 
son  of  Daniel,  was  born  in  1724,  and  was  a  manufac- 
turerof  scythes  at  Bradford,  Conn.  Rutherford  Hayes, 
son  of  Ezekiel  and  grandfather  of  President  Hayes,  was 
born  in  New  Haven,  in  August,  1756.  He  was  a  farmer, 
blacksmith  and  tavern-keeper.  He  emigrated  to 
Vermont  at  an  uirknown  date,  settling  in  Brattleboro, 
where  he  established  a  hotel.  Here  his  son  Ruth- 
erford  Hayes    the  father   of  President  Hayes,  was 


born.  He  was  married,  in  September,  1813,  to  Sophia 
Birchard,  of  Wilmington,  Vt.,  whose  ancestors  emi- 
grated thither  from  Connecticut,  they  having  been 
among  the  wealthiest  and  best  famlies  of  Norwich. 
Her  ancestry  on  the  male  side  are  traced  back  to 
1635,  to  John  Birchard,  one  of  the  principal  founders 
of  Norwich.  Both  of  her  grandfathers  were  soldiers 
in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

The  father  of  President  Hayes  was  an  industrious 
frugal  and  opened-hearted  man.  He  was  of  a  me- 
chanical turn,  and  could  mend  a  plow,  knit  a  stock- 
ing, or  do  almost  anything  else  that  he  choose  to 
undertake.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Church,  active 
in  all  the  benevolent  enterprises  of  the  town,  and  con- 
ducted his  business  on  Christian  principles.  After 
the  close  of  the  war  of  18x2,  for  reasons  inexplicable 
to  his  neighbors,  he  resolved  to  emigrate  to   Ohio. 

The  journey  from  Vermont  to  Ohio  in  that  day 
when  there  were  no  canals,  steamers,  nor  railways, 
was  a  very  serious  affair.  A  tour  of  inspection  was 
first  made,  occupying  four  months.  Mr.  Hayes  deter 
mined  to  move  to  Delaware,  where  the  family  arrived 
in  1817.  He  died  July  22,  1S22,  a  victim  of  malarial 
fever,  less  than  three  months  before  the  birth  of  the 
son,  of  whom  we  now  write.  Mrs.  Hayes,  in  her  sore  be- 
reavement, found  the  support  she  so  much  needed  in 
her  brother  Sardis,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the 
household  from  the  day  of  its  departure  from  Ver- 
mont, and  in  an  orphan  girl  whom  she  had  adopted 
some  time  before  as  an  act  of  charity. 

Mrs.  Hayes  at  this  period  was  very  weak,  and  the 
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subject  of  this  sketch  was  so  feeble  at  birth  that  he 
was  not  expected  to  live  beyond  a  month  or  two  at 
most.  As  the  months  went  by  he  grew  weaker  and 
weaker,  so  that  the  neighbors  were  in  the  habit  of  in- 
quiring from  time  to  time  "  if  Mrs.  Hayes'  baby  died 
last  night."  On  one  occasion  a  neighbor,  who  was  on 
familiar  terms  with  the  family,  after  alluding  to  the 
boy's  big  head,  and  the  mother's  assiduous  care  of 
him,  said  in  a  bantering  way,  "  That's  right !  Stick  to 
him.  You  have  got  him  along  so  far,  and  I  shouldn't 
wonder  if  he  would  really  come  to  something  yet." 

"  You  need  not  laugh,"  said  Mrs.  Hayes.  "  You 
wait  and  see.  You  can't  tell  but  I  shall  make  him 
President  of  the  United  States  yet."  The  boy  lived, 
in  spite  of  the  universal  predictions  of  his  speedy 
death;  and  when,  in  1825,  his  older  brother  was 
drowned,  he  became,  if  possible,  still  dearer  to  his 
mother. 

The  boy  was  seven  years  old  before  he  w<:nt  to 
school.  His  education,  however,  was  not  neglected. 
He  probably  learned  as  much  from  his  mother  and 
fister  as  he  would  have  done  at  school.  His  sports 
were  almost  wholly  within  doors,  his  playmates  being 
his  sister  and  her  associates.  These  circumstances 
tended,  no  doubt,  to  foster  that  gentleness  of  dispo- 
sition, and  that  delicate  consideration  for  the  feelings 
of  others,  which  are  marked  traits  of  his  character. 

His  uncle  Sardis  Birchard  took  the  deepest  interest 
in  his  education ;  and  as  the  boy's  health  had  im- 
proved, and  he  was  making  good  progress  in  his 
'studies,  he  proposed  to  send  him  to  college.  His  pre- 
paration commenced  with  a  tutor  at  home;  but  he 
was  afterwards  sent  for  one  year  to  a  professor  in  the 
Wesleyan  University,  in  Middletown,  Conn.  He  en- 
tered Kenyon  College  in  1838,31  the  age  of  sixteen, 
and  was  graduated  at  the  head  of  his  class  in   1842. 

Immediately  after  his  graduation  he  began  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Thomas  Sparrow,  Esq., 
in  Columbus.  Finding  his  opportunities  for  study  in 
Columbus  somewhat  limited,  he  determined  to  enter 
the  Law  School  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  where  he  re- 
mained two  years. 

In  1845,  after  graduating  at  the  Law  School,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  at  Marietta,  Ohio,  and  shortly 
afterward  went  into  practice  as  an  attorney-at-law 
with  Ralph  P.  Buckland,  of  Fremont.  Here  he  re- 
mained three  years,  acquiring  but  a  limited  practice, 
and  apparently  unambitious  of  distinction  in  his  pro- 
fession. 

\n  1849  he  moved  to  Cincmnati,  where  his  ambi- 
tion found  a  new  stimulus.  For  several  years,  how- 
ever, his  progress  was  slow.  Two  events,  occurring  at 
this  period,  had  a  powerful  influence  upon  his  subse- 
quent '.ife.  One  of  these  was  his  marrage  with  Miss 
Lucy  Ware  Webb,  daughter  of  Dr.  James  Webb,  of 
Chilicothe;  the  other  was  his  introduction  to  the  Cin- 
cinnati Literary  Club,  a  body  embracing  among  its 
members  such  men  as'^hief  Justice  Salmon  P.  Chase, 


Gen.  John  Pope,  Gov.  Edward  F.  Noyes,  and  many 
others  hardly  less  distinguished  in  after  life.  The 
marriage  was  a  fortunate  one  in  every  respect,  as 
everybody  knows.  Not  one  of  all  the  wives  of  our 
Presidents  was  more  universally  admired,  reverenced 
and  beloved  than  was  Mrs.  Hayes,  and  no  one  did 
more  than  she  to  reflect  honor  upon  American  woman- 
hood.  The  Literary  Cluo  brought  Mr.  Hayes  into 
constant  association  with  young  men  of  high  char- 
acter and  noble  aims,  and  lured  him  to  display  the 
qualities  so  long  hidden  by  his  bashfulness  and 
modesty. 

In  1S56  he  was  nominated  to  the  office  of  Judge  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas;  but  he  declined  to  ac. 
cept  the  nomination.  Tvfo  years  later,  the  office  d 
city  solicitor  becoming  vacant,  the  City  Council 
elected  him  for  the  unexpired  term. 

In  1S61,  when  the  Rebellion  broke  out,  he  was  at 
the  zenith  of  his  professional  lif,.  His  rank  at  the 
bar  was  among  the  the  first.  But  the  news  of  the 
attack  on  Fort  Sumpter  found  him  eager  to  take  uo 
arms  for  the  defense  of  his  country. 

His  military  record  was  bright  and  illustrious.  In 
October,  1861,  he  was  made  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and 
in  August,  1862,  promoted  Colonel  of  the  79th  Ohio 
regiment,  but  he  refused  to  leave  his  old  comrades 
and  go  among  strangers.  Subsequently,  however,  he 
was  made  Colonel  of  his  old  regiment.  At  the  battle 
of  South  Mountain  he  received  a  wound,  and  while 
faint  and  bleeding  displayed  courage  and  fortitude 
that  won  admiration  from  all. 

Col.  Hayes  was  detached  from  his  regiment,  after 
his  recovery,  to  act  as  Brigadier-General,  and  placed 
in  command  of  the  celebrated  Kanawha  division, 
and  for  gallant  and  meritorious  services  in  the  battles 
of  Winchester,  Fisher's  Hill  and  Cedar  Creek,  he  was 
promoted  Brigadier-General.  He  was  also  brevetted 
Major-General,  "forgallant  and  distinguished  services 
during  the  campaigns  of  1S64,  in  West  Virginia."  In 
the  course  of  his  arduous  services,  four  horses  were 
shot  from  under  him,  and  he  was  wounded  four  times. 

In  1864,  Gen.  Hayes  was  elected  to  Congress,  from 
the  Second  Ohio  District,  which  had  long  been  Dem- 
ocratic. He  was  not  present  during  the  campaign, 
and  after  his  election  was  importuned  to  resign  his 
commission  in  the  army ;  but  he  finally  declared,  "  I 
shall  never  come  to  Washington  until  I  can  come  by 
the  way  of  Richmond."  He  was  re-elected  in  1866. 

In  1867,  Gen  Hayes  was  elected  Governor  of  Ohio, 
over  Hon.  Allen  G.  Thumian,  a  popular  Democrat. 
In  1869  was  re-elected  over  George  H.  Pendleton. 
He  was  elected  Governor  for  the  third  term  in  1875. 

In  1 87  6  he  was  the  standard  bearer  of  the  Repub- 
lican Party  in  the  Presidential  contest,  and  after  a 
hard  long  contest  was  chosen  President,  and  was  in 
augurated  Monday,  March  5,  1875.  He  served  his 
full  term,  not,  however,  with  satisfaction  to  his  party, 
but  his  administration  was  an  average  oi^.-?  ^ 
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AMES  A.  GARFIELD,  twen- 
tieth President  of  the  United 
States,    was    born    Nov.    19, 
1 83 1,  in  the  woods  of  Orange, 
Cuyahoga  Co.,  O      His    par- 
ents were  Abram  and    Eliza 
(Ballou)    Garfield,    both   of   New 
England  ancestry  and  from  fami- 
lies well  known  in  the  early  his- 
'^   tory  of  that  section  of  our  coun- 
try, but  had  moved  to  the  Western 
Reserve,  in  Ohio,  early  in  its  settle- 
ment. 

The  house  in  which  James  A.  was 
born  was  not  unlike  the  houses  of 
poor  Ohio  farmers  of  that  day.  It 
;tis  about  20x30  feet,  built  of  logs,  with  the  spaces  be- 
tween the  logs  filled  with  clay.  His  father  was  a 
.lard  workiifg  farmer,  and  he  soon  had  his  fields 
jleared,  an  orchard  planted,  and  a  log  barn  built. 
The  household  comprised  the  father  and  mother  and 
(heir  four  children — Mehetabel,  Thomas,  Mary  and 
Tames.  In  May,  1823,  the  father,  from  a  cold  con- 
iracted  in  helping  to  put  out  a  forest  fire,  died.  At 
this  time  James  was  about  eighteen  months  old,  and 
Thomas  about  ten  years  old.  No  one,  perhaps,  can 
fell  how  much  James  was  indebted  to  his  biother's 
toil  and  self-sacrifice  during  the  twenty  years  suc- 
ceeding his  father's  death,  but  undoubtedly  very 
much.  He  now  lives  in  Michigan,  and  the  two  sis- 
lers  live  in  Solon,  O.,  near  their  birthplace. 

The  early  educational  advantages  young  Garfield 
enjoyed  were  very  limited,  yet  he  made  the  most  of 
them.  He  labored  at  farm  work  for  others,  did  car- 
penter work,  chopped  wood,  or  did  anything  that 
would  bring  in  a  few  dollars  to  aid  his  widowed 
mother  in  he'  struggles  to  keep  the  little   family  to- 


gether. Nor  was  Gen.  Garfield  ever  ashamed  of  his 
origin,  and  he  never  forgot  the  friends  of  his  strug- 
gling childhood,  youth  and  manhood,  neither  did  they 
ever  forget  him.  When  in  the  highest  seats  of  honor, 
the  humblest  fiiend  of  his  boyhood  was  as  kindly 
greeted  as  ever.  The  poorest  laborer  was  sure  of  the 
sympathy  of  one  who  had  known  all  the  bitterness 
of  want  and  the  sweetness  of  bread  earned  by  the 
sweat  of  the  brow.  He  was  ever  the  simple,  plain, 
modest  gentleman. 

The  highest  ambition  of  young  Garfield  until  he 
was  about  sixteen  years  old  was  to  be  a  captain  of 
a  vessel  on  Lake  Erie.     He  was  anxious  to  go  aboard 
a  vessel,  which  his  mother  strongly  opposed.     She 
finally  consented  to  his  going  to  Cleveland,  with  the 
understanding,  however,  that  he  should  try  to  obtair 
some  other  kind  of  employment.     He  walked  all  the 
way  to  Cleveland.   This  was  his  first  visit  to  the  city. 
After  making  many  applications  for  work,  and  trying 
to  get   aboard  a   lake  vessel,  and  not  meeting  with 
success,  he  engaged  as  a  driver  for  his  cousin,  Amos 
Letcher,  on  the  Ohio  &  Pennsylvania  Canal.     He  re- 
mained at  this  work  but  a  short  time  when  he  wen*; 
home,    and  attended   the   seminary   at   Chester  for 
about  three  years,  when  he  entered  Hiram  and  the 
Eclectic  Institute,  teaching  a  few  terms  of  school  in 
the  meantime,  and  doing  other  work.     This   school 
was  started  by  the   Disciples  of  Christ  in    1850,  of 
which  church  he  was  then  a  member.     He  became 
janitor  and  bell-ringer  in  order  to  help  pay  his  way 
He  then  became  both  teacher  and  pupil.     He  soon 
"  exhausted  Hiram  "  and  needed  more  ;  hence,  in  the 
fall  of  1854,  he  entered  Williams  College,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  1856,  taking  one  of  the  highest  hc^,- 
ors  of  his  class.     He  afterwards  returned  to  Hiram 
College  as  its  President.     As  above  stated,  he   early 
united   with   the   Christian  or   Diciples    Church    at 
Hiram,  and  was  ever  after  a  devoted,  zealous  mem- 
ber, often  preaching  in  its  pulpit  and    places  where 
he  happened  to  be.     Dr.  Noah  Porter,  President  of 
Yale  College,  says  of  him  in  reference  to  his  religion : 
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"  President  Garfield  was  more  than  a  man  of 
strong  moral  and  religious  convictions.  His  whole 
history,  from  boyhood  to  the  last,  shows  that  duty  to 
man  and  to  God,  and  devotion  to  Christ  and  life  and 
faith  and  spiritual  commission  were  controlling  springs 
of  his  bemg,  and  to  a  more  than  usual  degree.  In 
my  judgment  there  is  no  more  interesting  feature  of 
his  character  than  his  loyal  allegiance  to  the  body  of 
Christians  in  which  he  was  trained,  and  the  fervent 
sympathy  which  he  ever  showed  in  their  Christian 
communion.  Not  many  of  the  few  'wise  and  mighty 
and  noble  who  are  called'  show  a  similar  loyalty  to 
the  less  stately  and  cultured  Christian  communions 
in  which  they  have  been  reared.  Too  often  it  is  true 
that  as  they  step  upward  in  social  and  political  sig- 
nificance they  step  upward  from  one  degree  to 
another  in  some  of  the  many  types  of  fashionable 
Christianity.  President  Garfield  adhered  to  the 
church  of  his  mother,  the  church  in  which  he  was 
trained,  and  in  which  he  served  as  a  pillar  and  an 
evangelist,  and  yet  with  the  largest  and  most  unsec- 
tarian  charity  for  all  'who  love  our  Lord  in  sincerity.'" 

Mr.  Garfield  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Lucretia  Rudolph,  Nov.  1 1,  1858,  who  proved  herself 
worthy  as  the  wife  of  one  whom  all  the  world  loved  and 
mourned.  To  them  were  born  seven  children,  five  of 
whom  are  still  living,  four  boys  and  one  girl. 

Mr.  Garfield  made  his  first  political  speeches  in  1S56, 
jn  Hiram  and  the  neighboring  villages,  and  three 
years  later  he  began  to  speak  at  county  mass-meet- 
ings, and  became  the  favorite  speaker  wherever  he 
was.  During  this  year  he  was  elected  to  the  Ohio 
Senate.  He  also  began  to  study  law  at  Cleveland, 
and  in  1861  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  The  great 
Rebellion  broke  out  in  the  early  part  of  this  year, 
and  Mr.  Garfield  at  once  resolved  to  fight  as  he  had 
talked,  and  enlisted  to  defend  the  old  flag.  He  re- 
ceived his  commission  as  Lieut. -Colonel  of  the  Forty- 
second  Regiment  of  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  Aug. 
14,1861.  He  was  immediately  put  into  active  ser- 
vice, and  before  he  had  ever  seen  a  gun  fired  in  action, 
was  placed  in  command  of  four  regiments  of  infantry 
and  eight  companies  of  cavalry,  charged  with  the 
work  of  driving  out  of  his  native  State  the  officer 
'Humphrey  Marshall)  reputed  to  be  the  ablest  of 
those,  not  educated  to  war  whom  Kentucky  had  given 
to  the  Rebellion.  This  work  was  bravely  and  speed- 
ily accomplished,  although  against  great  odds.  Pres- 
ident Lincoln,  on  his  success  commissioned  him 
Brigadier-General,  Jan.  10,  1862;  and  as  "he  had 
been  the  youngest  man  in  the  Ohio  Senate  two  years 
before,  so  now  he  was  the  youngest  General  in  the 
army."  He  was  with  Gen.  Buell's  army  at  Shiloh, 
in  its  operations  around  Corinth  and  its  march  through 
Alabama.  He  was  then  detailed  as  a  member  of  the 
General  Couit-Martial  for  the  trial  of  Gen.  Fitz-John 
Porter.  He  was  then  ordered  to  report  to  Gen.  Rose- 
crans,  and  was  assigned  to  the  "  Chief  of  Staff." 

The  military  tJstory  of  Gen.  Garfield  closed  with 


his  brilliant  services  at  Chickamauga,  where  he  won 
the  stars  of  the  Major-General. 

Without  an  effort  on  his  part  Geg  Garfield  was 
elected  to  Congress  in  the  fall  of  1862  from  the 
Nineteenth  District  of  Ohio.  This  section  of  Ohio 
had  been  represented  in  Congress  for  sixty  year* 
mainly  by  two  men — Elisha  Whittlesey  and  Joshuv, 
R.  Giddings.  It  was  not  without  a  struggle  that  he 
resigned  his  place  in  the  army.  At  the  time  he  en- 
tered Congress  he  was  the  youngest  member  in  thai 
body.  Ther«  he  remained  by  successive  re- 
elections  until  he  was  elected  President  in  1880. 
Of  his  labors  in  Congress  Senator  Hoar  says  :  "  Since 
the  year  1864  you  cannot  think  of  a  question  which 
has  been  debated  in  Congress,  or  discussed  before  & 
tribunel  of  the  American  people,  in  regard  to  whict 
you  will  not  find,  if  you  wish  mstruction,  the  argu, 
ment  on  one  side  stated,  in  almost  every  instance 
better  than  by  anybody  else,  in  some  speech  made  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  or  on  the  hustings  by 
Mr.  Garfield." 

Upon  Jan.  14,  1880,  Gen.  Garfield  was  elected  to 
the  U.  S.  Senate,  and  on  the  eighth  of  June,  of  the 
same  year,  was  nominated  as  the  candidate  of  his 
party  for  President  at  the  great  Chicago  Convention. 
He  was  elected  in  the  following  November,  and  on 
March  4,  1881,  was  inaugurated.  Probably  no  ad- 
ministration ever  opened  its  existence  under  brighter 
auspices  than  that  of  President  Garfield,  and  every 
day  it  grew  in  favor  with  the  people,  and  by  the  first 
of  July  he  had  completed  all  the  initiatory  and  pre- 
liminary work  of  his  administration  and  was  prepar- 
ing to  leave  the  city  to  meet  his  friends  at  Williams 
College.  While  on  his  way  and  at  the  depot,  in  com- 
pany with  Secretary  Blaine,  a  man  stepped  behind 
him,  drew  a  revolver,  and  fired  directly  at  his  back. 
The  President  tottered  and  fell,  and  as  he  did  so  the 
assassin  fired  a  second  shot,  the  bullet  cutting  the 
left  coat  sleeve  of  his  victim,  but  inflicting  no  further 
injury.  It  has  been  very  truthfully  said  that  this  was 
"  the  shot  that  was  heard  round  the  world  "  Never 
before  in  the  history  of  the  Nation  had  anything  oc- 
curred which  so  nearly  froze  the  blood  of  the  people 
for  the  moment,  as  this  awful  deed.  He  was  smit- 
ten on  the  brightest,  gladdest  day  of  all  his  life,  and 
was  at  the  summit  of  his  power  and  hope.  For  eighty 
days,  all  during  the  hot  months  of  July  and  August, 
he  lingered  and  suffered.  He,  however,  remained 
master  of  himself  till  the  last,  and  by  his  magnificent 
bearing  was  teaching  the  country  and  the  world  the 
noblest  of  human  lessons — how  to  live  grandly  in  the 
very  clutch  of  death.  Great  in  life,  he  was  surpass- 
ingly great  in  death.  He  passed  serenely  away  Sept. 
19,  1883,  at  Elberon,  N.  J.,  on  the  very  bank  of  the 
ocean,  where  he  had  been  taken  shortly  previous.  The 
world  wept  at  his  death,  as  it  never  had  done  on  the 
death  of  any  other  man  who  had  ever  lived  upon  it. 
The  murderer  was  duly  tried,  found  guilty  and  exe- 
cuted, in  one  year  after  he  committ»d  the  foul  deed. 
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HESTER      A.      ARTHUR, 

twenty-first  Presi'iciii  of  the 
United  States,  was  born  in 
Franklin  Courty,  Vermont,  on 
thefifthofOdober,  1830,  and  is 
the  oldest  of  a  family  of  two 
sons  and  five  daughters.  His 
father  was  the  Rev.  Dr.  William 
Arthur,  a  Baptist  d'^rgyman,  who 
emigrated  to  tb'.s  country  from 
the  county  Ant  am,  Ireland,  in 
\  y  his  1 8th  year,  and  died  in  1875,  in 
Newtonville,  neai  Albany,  after  a 
long  and  successful  ministry- 
Young  Arthur  was  educated  at 
Union  College,  S(  henectady,  where 
he  excelled  in  all  his  studies.  Af- 
ter his  graduation  he  taught  school 
in  Vermont  for  two  years,  and  at 
the  expiration  cf  that  time  came  to 
New  York,  with  $500  in  his  pocket, 
and  e.Uered  the  office  of  ex- Judge 
E.  D.  Culver  as  student.  After 
being  admitted  to  the  bar  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  his  intimate  friend  and  room-mate, 
Henry  D.  Gardiner,  with  the  intention  of  practicing 
in  the  West,  and  for  three  months  they  roamed  about 
in  the  Western  States  in  search  of  an  eligible  site, 
but  in  the  end  returned  to  New  York,  where  they 
hung  out  their  shingle,  and  entered  upon  a  success- 
ful career  almost  from  the  start.  General  Arthur 
soon  afterward  raarn^d  the  daughter   of  Lieutenant 


Hemdon,  of  the  United  States  Navy,  who  was  lost  a.t 
sea.  Congress  voted  a  gold  medal  to  his  widow  in 
recognition  of  the  bravery  he  displayed  on  that  occa- 
sion. Mrs.  Arthur  died  shortly  before  Mr.  Arthur's 
nomination  to  the  Vice  Presidency,  leaving  two 
children. 

Gen.  Arthur  obtained  considerable  legal  celebrity 
in  his  first  great  case,  the  famous  Lemmon  suit, 
brought  to  recover  jx)ssession  of  eight  slaves  who  had 
been  declared  free  by  Judge  Paine,  of  the  Superior 
Court  of  New  York  City.  It  was  in  1852  that  Jon, 
athan  Lemmon,  of  Virginia,  went  to  New  York  with 
his  slaves,  intending  to  ship  them  to  Texas,  when 
they  were  discovered  and  freed.  The  Judge  decided 
that  they  could  not  be  held  by  the  owner  under  the 
Fugitive  Slave  Law.  A  howl  of  rage  went  up  from 
the  South,  and  the  Virginia  Legislature  authorized  the 
Attorney  General  of  that  State  to  assist  in  an  appeal. 
Wm.  M.  Evarts  and  Chester  A.  Arthur  were  employed 
to  represent  the  People,  and  they  won  their  case, 
which  then  went  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.  Charles  O'Conor  here  espoused  the  cause 
of  the  slave-holders,  but  he  too  was  beaten  by  Messrs 
Evarts  and  Arthur,  and  a  long  step  was  taken  toward 
the  emancipation  of  the  black  race. 

Another  great  service  was  rendered  by  General 
Arthur  in  the  same  cause  in  1856.  Lizzie  Jennings, 
a  respectable  colored  woman,  was  put  off  a  Fourth 
Avenue  car  with  violence  after  she  had  paid  her  fare. 
General  Arthur  sued  on  her  behalf,  and  secured  a 
verdict  of  $500  damages.  The  next  day  the  compa- 
ny issued  an  order  to  admit  colored  persons  to  ride 
on  their  cars,  and  the  other  car  companies  quickly 
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followed  their  example.  Before  that  the  Sixth  Ave- 
nue Qjmpany  ran  a  few  special  cars  for  colored  per- 
sons and  the  other  lines  refused  to  let  them  ride  at  all. 

General  Arthur  was  a  delegate  to  the  Convention 
at  Saratoga  that  founded  the  Republican  party. 
Previous  to  the  war  he  was  Judge-Advocate  of  the 
Second  Brigade  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  Gov- 
ernor Morgan,  of  that  State,  apfxjinted  him  Engineer- 
in-Chief  of  his  staff.  In  1861,  he  was  made  Inspec- 
tor General,  and  soon  afterward  became  Quartermas- 
ter-General. In  each  of  these  offices  he  rendered 
great  service  to  the  Government  during  the  war.  At 
the  end  of  Governor  Morgan's  term  he  resumed  the 
practice  of  the  law,  forming  a  partnership  with  Mr. 
Ransom,  and  then  Mr.  Phelps,  the  District  Attorney 
of  New  York,  was  added  to  the  firm.  The  legal  prac- 
tice of  this  well-known  firm  was  very  large  and  lucra- 
tive, each  of  the  gentlemen  composing  it  were  able 
lawyers,  and  possessed  a  splendid  local  reputation,  if 
not  indeed  one  of  national  extent. 

He  always  took  a  leading  part  in  State  and  city 
politics.  He  was  appointed  Collector  of  the  Port  of 
New  York  by  President  Grant,  Nov.  21  1872,  to  suc- 
ceed Thomas  Murphy,  and  held  the  office  until  July, 
20,  T878,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Collector  Merritt. 

Mr.  Arthur  was  nominated  on  the  Presidential 
ticket,  with  Gen.  James  A.  Garfield,  at  the  famous 
National  Republican  Convention  held  at  Chicago  in 
June,  1880.  This  was  perhaps  the  greatest  political 
convention  that  ever  assembled  on  the  continent.  It 
was  composed  of  the  heading  politicians  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  all  able  men,  and  each  stood  firm  and 
fought  vigorously  and  with  signal  tenacity  for  their 
respective  candidates  that  were  before  the  conven- 
tion for  the  nomination.  Finally  Gen.  Garfield  re- 
ceived the  nomination  for  President  and  Gen.  Arthur 
for  Vice-President.  The  campaign  which  followed 
was  one  of  the  most  animated  known  in  the  history  of 
our  country.  Gen.  Hancock,  the  standard-bearer  of 
the  Democratic  party,  was  a  popular  man,  and  his 
party  made  a  valiant  fight  for  his  election. 

Finally  the  election  came  and  the  country's  choice 
was  Garfield  and  Arthur.  They  were  inaugurated 
March  4,  1881,  as  President  and  Vice-President. 
A.  few  months  only  had  passed  ere  the  newly  chosen 
President  was  the  victim  of  the  assassin's  bullet.  Then 
came  terrible  weeks  of  suffering, — those  moments  of 
anxious  suspense,  when  the  hearts  of  all  civilized  na- 


tions were  throbbing  in  unison,  longing  for  the  re 
covery  of  the  noble,  the  good  President.  The  remark- 
able patience  that  he  manifested  during  those  hours 
and  weeks,  and  even  months,  of  the  most  terrible  suf- 
fering man  has  often  been  called  upon  to  endure,  was 
seemingly  more  than  human.  It  was  certainly  God- 
like. During  all  this  period  of  deepest  anxiety  Mr, 
Arthur's  every  move  was  watched,  and  be  it  said  to  hi? 
credit  that  his  every  action  displayed  only  an  earnest 
desire  that  the  suffering  Garfield  might  recover,  to 
serve  the  remainder  of  the  term  he  had  so  auspi- 
ciously begun.  Not  a  selfish  feeling  was  manifested 
in  deed  or  look  of  this  man,  even  though  the  most 
honored  position  in  the  world  was  at  any  moment 
likely  to  fall  to  him. 

At  last  God  in  his  mercy  relieved  President  Gar- 
field from  further  suffering,  and  the  world,  as  nevei 
before  in  its  history  over  the  death  of  any  othei 
man,  wept  at  his  bier.  Then  it  became  the  duty  0/ 
the  Vice  President  to  assume  the  responsibilities  ol 
the  high  office,  and  he  took  the  oath  in  New  York, 
Sept.  20,  1881.  The  position  was  an  embarrassing 
one  to  him,  made  doubly  so  from  the  facts  that  all 
eyes  were  on  him,  anxious  to  know  what  he  would  do, 
what  policy  he  would  pursue,  and  who  he  would  se- 
lect as  advisers.  The  duties  of  the  office  had  been 
greatly  neglected  during  the  President's  long  illness,' 
and  many  important  measures  were  to  be  immediately 
decided  by  him ;  and  still  farther  to  embarrass  him  he 
did  not  fail  to  realize  under  what  circumstances  he 
became  President,  and  knew  the  feelings  of  many  on 
this  point.  Under  these  trying  circumstances  President 
Arthur  took  the  reins  of  the  Government  in  his  own 
hands ;  and,  as  embarrassing  as  were  the  condition  of 
affairs,  he  happily  surprised  the  nation,  acting  so 
wisely  that  but  few  criticised  his  administration. 
He  served  the  nation  well  and  faithfully,  until  the 
close  of  his  administration,  March  4,  1885,  and  was 
a  popular  candidate  before  his  party  for  a  second 
term.  His  name  was  ably  presented  before  the  con- 
vention at  Chicago,  and  was  received  with  great 
favor,  and  doubtless  but  for  the  personal  popularity 
of  one  of  the  opposing  candidates,  he  would  have 
been  selected  as  the  standard-bearer  of  his  party 
for  another  campaign.  He  retired  to  private  life  car- 
rying with  him  the  best  wishes  of  the  American  peo- 
ple, whom  he  had  served  in  a  manner  satisfactory 
to  them  and  with  credit  to  himself. 


^  »ou«ii*ii"''^i 


>>-. 


"T-^rt^y^f^ 


a^L^xj^f 


TWENTY-SECOND  PRESIDENT. 


i°3 


s;g«STS*$;::^^^;g-^SK$€'$i^i^S!g-w$;iS'f<*;:s*-g!S^$;!S#$A$^^K 


■/^sjS}:^?^ 


(i 


)X0ntx 


.^«s^;;;$'^;;$#$x$^si^^$;tg<&$i^i8'STg"i'5;&#$;;S'«^;5g^>$;^^st^«*;:i 


TEPHEN  GROVER  CLEVE- 
LAND,thetwenty-second  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  was 
born  in  1837,  in  the  obscure 
town  of  Caldwell,  Essex  Co., 
N.  J.,  and  in  a  little  two-and-a- 
half-story  white  house  which  is  still 
standing,  characteristically  to  mark 
the  humble  birth-place  of  one  of 
America's  great  men  in  striking  con- 
trast with  the  Old  Wodd,  where  all 
men  high  in  office  must  be  high  in 
origin  and  born  in  the  cradle  of 
wealth.  When  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  three  years  of  age,  his 
father,  who  was  a  Presbyterian  min- 
ister, with  a  large  family  and  a  small  salary,  moved, 
by  way  o:  the  Hudson  River  and  Erie  Canal,  to 
Fayetteville,  in  search  of  an  increased  income  and  a 
larger  field  of  work.  Fayetteville  was  then  the  most 
straggling  of  country  villages,  about  five  miles  from 
Pompey  Hill,  where  Governor  Seymour  was  born. 

At  the  last  mentioned  place  young  Grover  com- 
menced going  to  school  in  the  "good,  old-fashioned 
way,"  and  presumably  distinguished  himself  after  the 
manner  of  all  village  boys,  in  doing  the  things  he 
ought  not  to  do.  Such  is  the  distinguishing  trait  of 
all  geniuses  and  independent  thinkers.  When  he 
arrived  at  the  age  of  14  years,  he  had  outgrown  the 
capacity  of  the  village  school  and  expressed  a  most 


emphatic  desire  to  be  sent  to  an  academy.     To  this 

his  father  decidedly  objected.  Academies  in  those 
days  cost  money;  besides,  his  father  wanted  him  to 
become  self-supixsrting  by  the  quickest  possible 
means,  and  this  at  that  time  in  Fayette/ille  seemed 
to  be  a  position  in  a  country  store,  where  his  father 
and  the  large  family  on  his  hands  had  considerable 
influence.  Grover  was  to  be  paid  $50  for  his  services 
the  first  year,  and  if  he  proved  trustworthy  he  was  to 
receive  $100  the  second  year.  Here  the  lad  com- 
menced his  career  as  salesman,  and  in  two  years  he 
had  earned  so  good  a  reputation  for  trustworthiness 
that  his  employers  desired  to  retain  him  for  an  in- 
definite length  of  time.  Otherwise  he  did  not  ex- 
hibit as  yet  any  particular  "  flashes  of  genius  "  or 
eccentricities  of  talent.  He  was  simply  a  good  boy. 
But  instead  of  remaining  with  this  firm  in  Fayette- 
ville, he  went  with  the  family  in  their  removal  to 
Clinton,  where  he  had  an  opportunity  of  attending  a 
high  school.  Here  he  industriously  pursued  his 
studies  until  the  family  removed  with  him  to  a  point 
on  Black  River  known  as  the  "  Holland  Patent,"  a 
village  of  500  or  600  people,  15  miles  north  of  Utica, 
N.  Y.  At  this  place  his  father  died,  after  preaching 
but  three  Sundays.  This  event  broke  up  the  family, 
and  Grover  set  out  for  New  York  City  to  accept,  at  a 
small  salary,  the  position  of  "  under-teacher  "  in  an 
asylum  for  the  blind.  He  taught  faithfully  for  two 
years,  and  although  he  obtained  a  good  reputation  in 
this  capacity,  he  concluded  that  teaching  was  not  his 
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calling  for  life,  and,  reversing  the  traditional  order, 
he  left  the  city  to  5eek  his  fortune,  inste^r*  o*^  o'^'n? 
to  a  city.  He  tirsc  inougnc  oi  Cleveland,  Ohio,  as 
there  was  some  charm  in  that  name  for  him ;  but 
before  proceeding  to  that  place  he  went  to  Buffalo  to 
»sk  the  advice  of  his  uncle,  Lewis  F.  Allan,  a  noted 
stock-breeder  of  that  place.  The  latter  did  not 
speak  enthusiastically.  "What  is  it  you  want  to  do, 
my  boy?"  he  asked.  "Well,  sir,  I  want  to  study 
lav»,"  was  the  reply,  "Good  gracious!"  remarked 
ih*  old  gentleman ;  "  do  you,  indeed .''  What  ever  put 
that  into  your  head?  How  much  money  have  you 
got?"  '"Well,  sir,  to  tell  the  truth,  I  haven't  got 
any." 

After  a  long  consultation,  his  uncle  offered  him  a 
place  temporarily  as  assistant  herd-keeper,  at  $50  a 
year,  while  he  could  "  look  around."  One  day  soon 
afterward  he  boldly  walked  into  the  office  of  Rogers, 
Bowen  &  Rogers,  of  Buffalo,  and  told  them  what  he 
wanted.  A  number  of  young  men  were  already  en- 
gaged in  the  office,  but  Grover's  persistency  won,  and 
he  was  finally  permitted  to  come  as  an  office  boy  and 
have  the  use  of  the  law  library,  for  the  nominal  sum 
of  $3  or  ^  a  week.  Out  of  this  he  had  to  pay  for 
his  board  and  washing.  The  walk  to  and  from  his 
uncle's  was  a  long  and  rugged  one;  and,  although 
the  first  winter  was  a  memorably  severe  one,  his 
shoes  were  out  of  repair  and  his  overcoat — he  had 
none — yet  he  was  nevertheless  prompt  and  regular. 
On  the  first  day  of  his  service  here,  his  senior  em- 
ployer threw  down  a  copy  of  Blackstone  before  him 
with  a  bang  that  made  the  dust  fly,  saying  "That's 
where  they  all  begin."  A  titter  ran  around  the  little 
circle  of  clerks  and  students,  as  they  thought  that 
was  enough  to  scare  young  Grover  out  of  his  plans  ; 
but  in  due  time  he  mastered  that  cumbersome  volume. 
Then,  as  ever  afterward,  however,  Mr.  Cleveland 
exhibited  a  talent  for  executiveness  rather  than  for 
chasing  principles  through  all  their  metaphysical 
possibilities.  "  Let  us  quit  talking  and  go  and  do 
it,"  was  practically  his  motto. 

The  first  public  office  to  which  Mr.  Cleveland  was 
ejected  was  that  of  Sheriff  of  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in 
which  Buffalo  is  situated;  and  in  such  capacity  it  fell 
to  his  duty  to  inflict  capital  pi':'.ishment  upon  two 
caminals.  In  1881  he  was  elected  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Buffalo,  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  with  es- 
pocial  reference  to  the  bringing  about  certain  reforms 


in  the  administration  of  the  municipal  affairs  of  that 
cif  Tn  thij  office,  a?  well  as  that  of  Sheriff,  his 
penormance  of  duty  has  generally  been  considered 
fair,  with  possibly  a  few  exceptions  which  were  fer- 
reted out  and  magnified  during  the  last  Presidential 
campaign.  As  a  specimen  of  his  plain  language  in 
a  veto  message,  we  quote  from  one  vetoing  an  iniqui 
tous  street-cleaning  contract:  "This  is  a  time  fo\ 
plain  speech,  and  ray  objection  to  your  action  shall 
be  plainly  stated.  I  regard  it  as  the  culmination  of 
a  mos  bare-faced,  impudent  and  shameless  scheme 
to  betray  the  interests  of  the  people  and  to  worse 
than  squander  the  people's  money."  The  New  York 
Sun  afterward  very  highly  commended  Mr.  Cleve- 
land's administration  as  Mayor  of  Buffalo,  and  there- 
upon recommended  him  for  Governor  of  the  Empire 
State.  To  the  latter  office  he  was  elected  in  1882, 
and  his  administration  of  the  affairs  of  State  was 
generally  satisfactory.  The  mistakes  he  made,  if 
any,  were  made  very  public  throughout  the  nation 
after  he  was  nominated  for  President  of  the  United 
States.  For  this  high  office  he  was  nominated  July 
II,  1884,  by  the  National  Democratic  Convention  at 
Chicago,  when  other  competitors  were  Thomas  F. 
Bayard,  Roswell  P.  Flower,  Thomas  A.  Hendricks, 
Benjamin  F.  Butler,  Allen  G.  Thumian,  etc.;  and  he 
was  elected  by  the  people,  by  a  majority  of  about  a 
thousand,  over  the  brilliant  and  long-tried  Repub- 
lican statesman,  James  G.  Blaine.  President  Cleve- 
land resigned  his  office  as  Governor  of  New  York  in 
January,  18S5,  in  order  to  prepare  for  his  duties  as 
the  Chief  Executive  of  the  United  States,  in  which 
capacity  his  term  commenced  at  noon  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1885.  For  his  Cabinet  officers  he  selected 
the  following  gentlemen:  For  Secretary  of  State, 
Thomas  F.  Bayard,  of  Delaware ;  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  Daniel  Manning,  of  New  York  ;  Secretary 
of  War,  William  C.  Endicott,  of  Massachusetts ; 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  William  C.  Whitney,  of  New 
York;  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  L.  Q.  C.  Lamar,  of 
Mississippi ;  Postmaster-General,  William  F.  Vilas, 
of  Wisconsin ;  Attorney-General,  A.  H.  Garland,  of 
.Arkansas. 

The  silver  question  precipitated  a  controversy  be- 
tween those  who  were  in  favor  of  the  continuance  of 
silver  coinage  and  those  who  were  opposed,  Mr. 
Cleveland  answering  for  the  latter,  even  before  his 
inauguration. 


PI.  1 


TWENTY-THIRD  PRESIDENT. 


107 


'^^i^tttegf'iTi^jT^^y^/T--"^'  ^^^^^^^"^i 


^Qn^a^Ttm  ^a^^iBon. 


.o»o..@^Xl^«»»»" 


ENJAMIN  HARRISON,  the 

tweuty-third  President,  is 
the  descendant  of  one  of  the 
historical  families  of  this 
country.  The  head  of  the 
family  was  a  Major  General 
Harrison,  one  of  Oliver 
Cromwell's  trusted  follow- 
ers and  fighters.  In  the  zenith  of  Crom- 
well's power  it  became  the  duty  of  this 
Harrison  to  participate  in  the  trial  of 
Charles  I,  and  afterward  to  sign  the 
death  warrant  of  the  king.  He  subse- 
quently paid  for  this  with  his  life,  being 
hung  Oct.  13,  1660.  His  descendants 
came  to  America,  and  the  next  of  the 
family  that  appears  in  history  is  Benja- 
rsin  Harrison,  of  Virginia,  great-grand- 
father of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and 
after  whom  he  was  named.  Benjamin  Harrison 
was  a  member  of  the  Continental  Congress  during 
the  years  i774-5-6,  and  was  one  of  the  original 
signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  He 
wa'  three  times  elected  Governor  of  Virginia, 
Gen    William  Henry  Harrison,  the  son  of  the 


distinguished  patriot  of  the  Revolution,  after  a  sue 
cessful  career  as  a  soldier  during  the  War  of  1812, 
and  with -a  clean  record  as  Governor  of  the  North- 
western Territory,  was  elected  President  of  the 
United  States  in  1840.  His  career  was  cut  short 
by  de.ith  within  one  month  after  "ais  inauguration. 
President  Harrison  wae  born  at  North  Bend, 
Hamilton  Co.,  Ohio,  Aug.  20, 1833o  His  life  up  to 
the  time  of  his  graduation  by  the  Miami  University, 
at  Oxford,  Ohio,  was  the  uneventful  one  of  a  coun- 
try lad  of  a  family  of  small  means.  His  father  was 
able  to  give  him  a  good  education,  and  nothing 
more.  He  became  engaged  while  at  college  to  tha 
daughter  of  Dr.  Scott,  Principal  of  a  female  schoo 
at  Oxford.  After  graduating  he  determined  to  en- 
ter upon  the  study  of  the  law.  He  went  to  Cin 
cinnati  and  then  read  law  for  two  years.  At  the 
expiration  of  that  time  young  Harrison  receivi^il  th:; 
only  inheritance  of  his  life ;  his  aunt  dying  left  him 
a  lot  valued  at  $800.  He  regarded  this  legacy  as  & 
fortune,  and  decided  to  get  married  at  once,  taks 
this  money  and  go  to  some  Eastern  town  an '.  be- 
gin the  practice  of  law.  He  sold  his  lot,  and  with 
the  monej'  in  his  pocket,  he  started  out  witia  his 
young  wife  to  fight  for  a  place  in  the^  world-    He 


108 


BENJAMIN  HARRISONk. 


decided  to  go  to  Indianapolis,  which  was  even  at 

that  time  a  town  of  promise.  He  met  with  slight 
encouragement  at  first,  making  scarcely  anything 
the  first  year.  He  worked  diligently,  applj'ing  him- 
self closely  to  his  calling,  built  up  an  extensive 
practice  and  took  a  leading  rank  in  the  legal  pro- 
fession.    He  is  the  father  of  two  children. 

In  1860  Mr.  Harrison  was  nominated  for  the 
position  of  Supreme  Court  Reporter,  and  then  be- 
gan his  experience  as  a  stump  speakei  He  can- 
vassed the  State  thoroughly,  and  was  elected  by  a 
handsome  majority.  In  1862  he  raised  the  17th 
Indiana  Infantry,  and  was  chosen  its  Colonel.  His 
regiment  was  composed  of  *he  rawest  of  material, 
out  Col.  Harrison  employed  all  his  time  at  first 
mastering  military  tactics  and  drilling  his  men, 
when  he  therefore  came  to  move  toward  the  East 
with  Sherman  his  regiment  was  one  of  the  best 
drilled  and  organized  in  the  army.  At  Resaca  he 
especially  distinguished  himself,  and  for  his  bravery 
at  Peachtree  Creek  he  was  made  a  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral, Gen.  Hooker  speaking  of  him  in  the  most 
complimentary  terms. 

During  the  absence  of  Gen.  Harrison  in  the  field 
lie  Supreme  Court  declared  the  office  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  Reporter  vacant,  and  another  person 
was  elected  to  the  position.  From  the  time  of  leav- 
ing Indiana  with  his  regiment  until  the  fall  oi  1864 
he  had  taken  no  leave  of  absence,  but  having  been 
nominated  that  year  for  the  same  office,  he  got  a 
thirty-day  leave  of  absence,  and  during  that  time 
made  a  brilliant  canvass  of  the  State,  and  was  elected 
for  another  term.  He  then  started  to  rejoin  Sher- 
man, but  on  the  way  was  stricken  down  with  scarlet 
iever,  and  after  a  most  trying  siege  made  his  way 
to  the  front  in  time  to  participate  in  the  closing 
'ncidents  of  the  war 

In  1868  Gen.  Harrison  declined  re-election  as 
:€porter,  and  resumed  the  practice  of  law,  la  1876 
OS  was  a  candidate  for  Governor.  Although  de- 
Seated,  the  brilliant  campaign  ht,  iijade  won  Tor  him 
a  National  reputation,  and  he  was  much  sought,  es- 
pecial.y  in  the  East,  to  make  speeches.  In  1880, 
as  usual,  he  took  an  active  parf  in  the  campaign, 
>nd  WW  elected  to  the  United  States  Senate.  Here 
uc  se»-ved  six  years,  and  ras  known  as  one  o  the 
ibiest  men,  best  lawyer"^  <»ad  strongest  debaters  in 


that  body.  With  the  expiration  of  his  Sonaioi  ..,i 
term  he  returned  to  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
becoming  the  head  of  one  of  the  strongest  firms  in 
tlie  State. 

The  political  campaign  of  1888  was  one  of  the 
most  memorable  in  the  history  of  our  countiy.  The 
convention  which  assembled  in  Chicago  in  June  and 
named  Mr.  Harrison  as  the  chief  standard  bearer 
of  the  Republican  party,  was  great  in  every  partic- 
ular, and  on  this  account,  and  the  attitude  it  as- 
sumed upon  the  vital  questions  of  the  day,  chief 
among  which  was  the  tariff,  awoke  a  deep  interest 
in  the  campaign  throughout  the  Nation.  Shortly 
after  the  nomination  delegations  began  to  visit  Mr. 
Harrison  at  Indianapolis,  his  home.  This  move- 
ment became  popular,  and  from  all  sections  of  the 
country  societies,  clubs  and  delegations  journeyed 
thither  to  pay  their  respects  to  the  distinguished 
statesman.  The  popularity  of  these  was  greatly 
increased  on  account  of  the  remarkable  speeches 
made  by  Mr.  Harrison.  He  spoke  dailj'  all  through 
the  summer  and  autumn  to  these  visiting  delega- 
tions, and  so  varied,  masterly  and  eloquent  were 
his  speeches  that  they  at  once  placed  him  in  the 
foremost  rank  of  American  orators  and  statesmen. 

On  account  of  tiis  eloquence  as  a  speaker  and  hi;: 
power  as  a  debater,  he  was  called  upon  at  an  un- 
commonly early  age  to  take  part  in  the  discussion 
of  the  great  questions  that  then  began  tj  agitate 
the  country.  He  was  an  uncompromising  anti 
slavery  man,  and  was  matched  against  some  of  the 
most  eminent  Democratic  speakers  of  his  State 
No  man  who  felt  the  touch  of  his  blade  der'red  t. 
be  pitted  with  him  again.  With  all  his  e'oq-ence 
as  an  orator  ho  never  spoke  for  oratorical  effect, 
but  his  words  alwaj's  went  like  bullets  to  the  mark 
He  is  purely  American  in  his  ideas  and  is  a  spier 
did  type  of  the  American  statesman.  Gifted  with 
quick  perception,  a  logical  mind  and  a  ready  tongue, 
he  is  one  of  the  most  distinguished  impromptu 
speakers  in  the  Nation.  Many  of  these  speeches 
sparkled  with  the  rarest  of  eloquence  and  contained 
arguments  of  greatest  weight.  Many  of  his  terse 
statements  have  already  become  aphorisms.  Origi- 
nal in  thought  precise  in  logic,  terse  in  statement, 
ye*^  withal  faultless  in  eloquence,  he  is  recognized  as 
the  sound  statesman  and  bruilan   orator  o-  tiii.  day 
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HADRACH  BOND,  ihe  first 
Governor  of  Illinois  after  its 
organization  r,s  a  State,  serving 
from  1818  to  1822,  was  born  in 
Frederick  County,  Maryland, 
in  the  year  1773,  and  was 
raised  a  farmer  on  his  father  s 
plantation,  receiving  only  a  plain 
Englibh  education.  He  emigrated 
to  this  State  in  1794,  when  it  was  a 
part  of  the  "Northwest  Territory," 
continuing  in  the  vocation  in  which 
he  had  been  brought  up  in  his  native 
State,  in  the  "  New  Design,"  near 
Eagle  Creek,  in  what  is  now  Monroe 
County.  He  served  several  terms  as 
a  member  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  Indiana  Territory,  after  it  was  organized  as  such, 
and  in  1S12-14  he  was  a  Delegate  to  the  Twelfth 
and  Thirteenth  Congresses,  taking  his  seat  Dec.  3, 
1812,  and  serving  until  Oct.  3,  1814.  These  were 
the  times,  the  reader  will  recollect,  when  this  Gov- 
ernment had  its  last  struggle  with  Great  Britain. 
The  year  1812  is  also  noted  in  the  history  of  this 
State  as  that  in  which  the  first  Territorial  Legislature 
was  held.  It  convened  at  Kaskaskia,  Nov.  25,  and 
adjourned  Dec.  26,  following. 

While  serving  as  Delegate  to  Congress,  Mr.  Bond 
was  instrumental  in  procuring  the  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion on  the  public  domain.  On  the  expiration  of  his 
term  at  W.^shington  he  was  appointed  Receiver  of 
Public  Moneys  at  Kaskaskia,  then  the  capital  of  tlie 
Territory.      In    company    with   John   G.    Comyges, 


Thomas  H.  Harris,  Charles  Slade,  Michael  Jones, 
Warren  Brown.  Edward  Humphries  and  Charles  W 
Hunter,  he  became  a  proprietor  of  the  site  of  the 
initial  city  of  Cairo,  which  they  hoped,  from  its  favor- 
able location  at  the  junction  of  the  two  great 
rivers  near  the  center  of  the  Great  West,  would 
rapidly  develop  into  a  metropolis.  To  aid  the  enter- 
prise, they  obtained  a  special  charter  from  the  Legis- 
lature, incorporating  both  the  City  and  the  Bank  of 
Cairo. 

In  t8t8  Mr.  Bond  was  elected  the  first  Governor 
of  the  State  of  Illinois,  being  inaugurated  Oct.  6 
that  year,  which  was  several  weeks  before  Illinois 
was  actually  admitted.  The  facts  are  these:  In 
January,  18 18,  the  Territorial  Legislature  sent  a  peti- 
tion to  Congress  for  the  admission  of  Illinois  as  a 
State,  Nathaniel  Pope  being  then  Delegate.  The 
petition  was  granted,  fixing  the  northern  line  of  the 
State  on  the  latitude  of  the  southern  extremity  of 
Lake  Michigan;  but  the  bill  was  afterward  so  amend- 
ed as  to  extend  this  line  to  its  present  latitude.  In 
July  a  convention  was  called  at  Kaskaskia  to  draft  a 
constitution,  which,  however,  was  not  submitted  to 
the  people.  By  its  provisions,  supreme  judges,  pros 
ecuting  attorneys,  county  and  circuit  judges,  record- 
ers and  justices  of  the  peace  were  all  to  be  appointed 
by  the  Governor  or  elected  by  the  Legislature.  This 
constitution  was  accepted  by  Congress  Dec.  30.  At 
that  time  Illinois  comprised  but  eleven  counties, 
namely,  Randolph,  Madison,  Gallatin,  Johnson, 
Pope,  Jackson,  Crawford,  Bond,  Union,  Washington 
and  Franklin,  the  northern  portion  of  the  State  be- 
ing mainly  in  Madison  County.  Thus  it  appears 
that  Mr.  Bond  was   honored  by   the   naming  of  a 
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county  before  he  was  elected  Governor.  The  preienl 
county  of  Bond  is  of  small  limitations,  about  60  to  80 
miles  south  of  Springfield.  For  Lieutenant  Governor 
the  people  chose  Pierre  Menard,  a  prominent  and 
worthy  Frenchman,  after  whom  a  county  in  this  State 
is  named.  In  this  election  there  were  no  opposition 
candidates,  as  the  popularity  of  these  men  had  made 
their  promotion  to  the  chief  offices  of  the  S^ate,  even 
Defore  the  constitution  was  drafted,  a  foregone  con- 
tlusion. 

The  principal  points  that  excited  the  people  in 
reference  to  political  issues  at  this  period  were  local 
or  "internal  improvements,"  as  they  were  called, 
State  banks,  location  of  the  capital,  slavery  and  the 
personal  characteristics  of  the  proposed  candidates. 
Mr.  Bond  represented  the  "  Convention  party,"  for 
introducing  slavery  into  the  State,  supported  by  Ellas 
Kelt  Kane,  his  Secretary  of  State,  and  John  Mc- 
Lean, while  Nathaniel  Pope  and  John  P.  Cook  led 
the  anti-slavery  element.  Tiie  people,  however,  did 
not  become  very  much  excited  over  this  issue  until 
1820,  whan  the  fim^us  Missouri  Compromise  was 
adopted  by  Congress,  limiting  slavery  to  the  south 
of  the  parallel  of  36°  30'  except  in  Missouri.  While 
tli'.s  measure  settled  the  great  slavery  controversy, 
so  far  as  the  average  public  sentiment  was  tempor- 
arily concerned,  until  1854,  when  it  was  repealed 
under  the  leadership  of  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  the  issue 
as  considered  locally  in  tliis  State  was  not  decided 
until  1.824,  after  a  most  furious  campaign.  (See 
sketch  cf  Gov.  Coles.)  The  ticket  of  181 8  was  a 
compromise  one,  Bond  representing  (moderately)  the 
pro-slavery  sentiment  and  Menard  the  anti-slavery. 

An  awkward  element  in  the  State  government 
under  Gov.  Bond's  administration,  was  the  imperfec- 
tion of  the  State  constitution.  The  Convention 
wished  to  have  Elijah  C.  Berry  for  the  fiist  Auditor 
of  Public  Accounts,  bat,  as  it  was  believed  that  the 
new  Governor  would  not  appoint  him  to  the  office, 
the  Convention  declared  in  a  schedule  that  "  an 
auditor  of  public  accounts,  an  attorney  general  and 
such  other  officers  of  the  State  as  may  be  necessary, 
may  be  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly."  The 
Constitution,  as  it  stood,  vested  a  very  large  apix)int- 
ing  power  in  the  Governor ;  but  for  the  purjx)se  of 
getting  one  man  into  office,  a  total  change  was  made, 
and  the  power  vested  in  the  Legislature.  Of  this 
;^rovision  the  Legislature  took  advantage,  and  de 


clared  that  State's  attorneys,  canal  commissioners, 
bank  directors,  etc.,  were  all  "  officers  of  the  State ' 
and  must  therefore  be  appointed  by  itself  independ- 
ently of  the  Governor. 

During  Gov.  Bond's  administration  a  general  law 
was  passed  for  the  incorporation  of  academies  and 
towns,  and  one  authorizing  lotteries.  The  session  of 
1822  authorized  the  Governor  to  appoint  commis- 
sioners, to  act  in  conjunction  with  like  commissioners 
appointed  by  the  State  of  Indiana,  to  report  on  the 
practicability  and  expediency  of  improving  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Wabash  River;  also  inland  navigation 
generally.  Many  improvements  were  recommended, 
some  of  which  have  been  feebly  worked  at  even  till 
the  present  day,  those  along  the  Wabash  being  of  no 
value.  Also,  during  Gov.  Bond's  term  of  office,  the 
capital  of  the  State  was  removed  from  Kaskaskia  to 
Vandalia.  In  1820  a  law  was  passed  by  Congress 
authorizing  this  State  to  open  a  canal  through  the 
public  lands.  The  State  appointed  commissioners 
10  explore  the  route  and  prepare  the  necessary  sur- 
veys and  estimates,  preparatory  to  its  execution; 
but,  being  unable  out  of  its  own  resources  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  the  undertaking,  it  was  abandoned 
until  some  time  after  Congress  made  tlie  grant  of 
land  for  the  purpose  of  its  construction. 

On  the  whole,  Gov.  Bond's  administration  was 
fairly  good,  not  being  open  to  severe  criticism  from 
any  party.  In  1824,  two  years  afier  the  expiration 
of  his  term  of  office,  he  was  brought  oat  as  a  cajidi- 
date  for  Congress  against  the  formidable  John  P. 
Cook,  but  received  only  4,374  votes  tc  7,460  for  ihi 
latter.  Gov.  Bond  was  no  orator,  but  had  made 
many  fast  friends  by  a  judicious  be:t-jwment  of  liis 
gubernatorial  patronage,  and  these  worked  zealously 
for  him  in  the  campaign. 

In  1827  ex-Gov.  Bond  was  appointed  by  the  Leg- 
islature, with  Wm.  P.  McKee  and  Dr.  Gersliom 
Jayne,  as  Commissioners  to  locate  a  site  for  a  peni- 
tentiary on  the  Mississippi  at  or  near  Alton. 

Mr.  Bond  was  of  a  benevolent  and  convivial  dis- 
position, a  man  of  shrewd  observation  and  clear  ap- 
preciation of  events.  His  person  was  erect,  stand- 
ing sjx  feet  in  height,  and  after  middle  life  became 
portly,  weighing  200  pounds.  His  features  were 
strongly  masculine,  complexion  dark,  hair  jet  and 
eyes  hazel ;  was  a  favorite  with  tiie  ladies.  He  died 
April  ir,  1830,  in  peace  and  contentment 
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DWARD  COLES,  second 
Governor  of  Illinois,  1823- 
'Z'M^  6,  was  born  Dec.  15,  1786, 
in  Albemarle  Co.,  Va.,  on 
the  old  family  estate  called 
"  Enniscorthy,"  on  the 
Green  Mountain.  His  fath- 
er, John  Coles,  was  a  Colonel  in  the 
Revolutionary  War.  Having  been  fit- 
ted for  college  by  private  tutors,  he 
was  sent  to  Hampden  Sidney,  where 
he  remained  until  the  autumn  of  1805, 
when  he  was  removed  to  William  and 
Mary  College,  at  Williamsburg,  Va. 
This  college  he  left  in  the  summer  of 
1807,  a  short  time  before  the  final  and  graduating 
examination.  Among  his  classmates  were  Lieut. 
Gen.  Scott,  President  John  Tyler,  Wm.  S.  Archer, 
United  States  Senator  from  Virginia,  and  Justice 
Baldwin,  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court.  The 
President  of  the  latter  college,  Bishop  Madison,  was 
a  cousin  of  President  James  Madison,  and  that  cir- 
cumstance was  the  occasion  of  Mr.  Coles  becoming 
personally  acquainted  with  the  President  and  re- 
ceiving a  position  as  his  private  secretary,  1809-15. 
The  family  of  Coles  was  a  prominent  one  in  Vir- 
ginia, and  their  mansion  was  the  seat  of  the  old- 
fashioned  Virginian  hospitality.  It  was  visited  by 
such  notables  as  Patrick  Henry,  Jefferson,  Madison, 
Monroe,  the  Randolphs, Tazewell,  Wirt,  etc.  At  the 
age  of  23,  young  Coles  founa  himself  heir  to  a  plant- 
ation and  a  considerable  number  of  slaves.  Ever 
since  his  earlier  colleg;  days  his  attention  had  been 
drawn  to  the  question  of  slavery.     He    read   every- 


thing on  the  subject  that  came  in  his  way,  and 
listened  to  lectures  on  the  rights  of  man.  The  more 
he  reflected  ujwn  the  subject,  the  more  impossible 
was  it  for  hiai  to  reconcile  the  immortal  declaration 
"that  all  men  are  born  free  and  equal  "  with  the 
practice  of  slave-holding.  He  resolved,  therefore,  to 
free  his  slaves  the  first  opportunity,  and  even  remove 
his  residence  to  a  free  State.  One  reason  which  de- 
termined him  to  accept  the  appointment  as  private 
secretary  to  Mr.  Midison  was  because  he  believed 
that  through  the  acquaintances  he  could  make  at 
Washington  he  could  better  determine  in  what  par, 
of  the  non-slaveholding  portion  of  the  Union  he  woulo 
prefer  to  settle. 

The  relations  between  Mr.  Coles  and  President 
Madison,  as  well  as  Jefferson  and  other  distinguished 
men,  were  of  a  very  friendly  character,  arising  from 
the  similarity  of  their  views  on  the  question  of  slavery 
and  their  sympathy  for  each  other  in  holding  doc- 
trines so  much  at  variance  with  the  prevailing  senti- 
ment in  their  own  State. 

In  1857,  he  resigned  his  secretaryship  and  spent  a 
portion  of  the  following  autumn  in  exploring  the 
Northwest  Territory,  for  the  purpose  of  finding  a  lo- 
cation and  purchasing  lands  on  which  to  settle  his 
negroes.  He  traveled  with  a  horse  and  buggy,  with 
an  extra  man  and  horse  for  emergencies,  through 
many  parts  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Missouri, 
determining  finally  to  settle  in  Illinois.  At  this  time, 
however,  a  misunderstanding  arose  between  our 
Government  and  Russia,  and  Mr.  Coles  was  selected 
to  repair  to  St.  Petersburg  on  a  special  mission,  bear- 
ing important  papers  concerning  the  matter  at  issue 
The  result  was  a  conviction  of  the   Emperor   (Alex- 
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ander)  of  the  error  committed  by  his  minister  at 
Washington,  and  the  consequent  withdrawal  of  the 
the  latter  from  tlie  post.  On  his  return,  Mr.  Coles 
visited  other  parts  of  Europe,  especially  Paris,  where 
he  was  introduced  to  Gen.  Lafayette. 

In  the  S))ring  of  1819,  he  removed  witli  all  his 
negroes  from  Virginia  to  Edwardsville,  111.,  with  the 
intention  of  giving  them  their  liberty.  He  did  not 
make  known  to  them  his  intention  until  one  l)eautiful 
morning  in  April,  as  they  were  descending  the  Ohio 
River.  He  lashed  all  the  l)oats  together  and  called 
all  the  negroes  on  deck  and  made  them  a  short  ad- 
dress, concluding  his  remarks  by  so  expressing  him- 
self that  by  a  turn  of  a  sentence  lie  proclaimed  in 
the  shortest  and  fullest  manner  that  they  were  no 
longer  slaves,  but  free  as  he  was  and  were  at  liberty 
to  proceed  with  him  or  go  ashore  at  their  pleas- 
ure. A  description  of  the  effect  upon  the  negroes  is 
best  described  in  his  own  language  : 

"The  effect  upon  them  was  electrical.  They  stared 
at  me  and  then  at  each  other,  as  if  doubting  the  ac- 
curacy or  reality  of  what  they  heard.  In  breathless 
silence  they  stood  before  me,  unable  to  utter  a  word, 
but  with  countenances  beaming  with  expression  which 
no  words  could  convey,  and  which  no  language 
can  describe.  As  they  began  to  see  the  truth  of 
what  they  had  heard,  and  realize  their  situation,  there 
came  on  a  kind  of  hysterical,  giggling  laugh.  After 
a  pause  of  intense  and  unutterable  emotion,  bathed 
in  tears,  and  with  tremulous  voices,  they  gave  vent  to 
their  gratitude  and  implored  the  blessing  of  God 
on  me." 

Before  landing  he  gave  them  a  general  certificate 
of  freedom,  and  afterward  conformed  more  particu- 
larly with  the  law  of  this  State  requiring  that  each 
individual  should  have  a  certificate.  This  act  of 
Mr.  Coles,  all  the  more  noble  and  heroic  considering 
tlie  overwhelming  pro-slavery  influences  surrounding 
him,  has  challenged  the  admiration  of  every  philan- 
thropist of  modern  times. 

March  5,  i8ig.  President  Monroe  appointed  Mr. 
Coles  Registrar  of  the  Land  Office  at  EdwardsviLe, 
at  that  time  one  of  the  principal  land  offices  in  the 
State.  While  acting  in  this  capacity  and  gaining 
many  friends  by  his  politeness  and  general  intelli- 
gence, tlie  greatest  struggle  tliat  ever  occurred  in 
Illinois  on  the  slavery  quesiion  culminated  in  the 
furious  contest  characterizing  tiie  campaigns  and 
elections  of  1822-4.  In  the  summer  of  1823,  when  a 
new  Governor  was  to  be  elected  to  succeed  Mr. 
Bond,  the  pro-slavery  element  divided  into  factions, 
])utting  forward  for  the  executive  office  Joseph 
Phillips,  Chief  Justice  of  the  State,  Thomas  C. 
Browne  and  Gen.  James  B.  Moore,  of  the  State  Mil- 
itia. The  anti-slavery  element  united  upon  Mr. 
Coles,  and,_ after  one  of  the  most  bitter  campaigns, 
succeeded  in  electing  him  as  Governor.  His  plural- 
ity over  Judge  Phillips  was  only  59  in  a  total  vote  of 


over  8,000.  The  Lieutenant  Governor  was  elected 
by  the  slavery  men.  Mr.  Coles' inauguration  speech 
was  marked  by  calmness,  deliberation  and  such  a 
wise  ex|}ression  of  appropriate  suggestions  as  to 
elicit  the  sanction  of  all  judicious  politicians.  But 
he  compromised  not  with  evil.  In  his  message  to 
llie  Legislature,  the  seat  of  Government  being  then 
at  Vandalia,  he  strongly  urged  the  abrogation  of  the 
modified  form  of  slavery  whi';h  then  existed  in  this 
State,  contrary  to  the  Ordinance  of  1787.  His  posi- 
tion on  this  subject  seems  the  more  remarkable,  when 
it  is  considered  that  he  was  a  miiiority  Governor,  the 
population  of  Illinois  being  at  that  lime  almost  ex- 
clusively from  slave-holding  States  and  by  a  large 
majority  in  favor  of  the  perpetuation  of  that  old  relic 
of  barbarism.  The  Legislature  itself  was,  of  course, 
a  reflex  of  the  popular  sentiment,  and  a  majority  of 
them  were  led  on  by  fiery  men  in  denunciations  of 
the  conscientious  Governor,  and  in  curses  loud  and 
deep  upon  him  and  all  his  friends.  Some  of  the 
public  men,  indeed,  went  so  far  as  to  head  a  sort  of 
mob,  or  "  shiveree"  party,  who  visited  the  residence 
of  the  Governor  and  others  at  Vandalia  and  yelled 
and  groaned  and  spat  fire. 

The  Constitution,  not  establishing  or  permitting 
slavery  in  this  State,  was  thought  therefore  to  be 
defective  by  the  slavery  politicians,  and  they  desired 
a  State  Convention  to  be  elected,  to  devise  and  sub- 
mit a  new  Constitution;  and  the  dominant  politics 
of  the  day  was  "Convention"  and  "anti-Conven- 
tion." Both  parties  issued  addresses  to  the  jieople, 
Gov.  Coles  himself  being  the  author  of  the  address 
published  by  the  latter  party.  This  address  revealed 
the  schemes  of  the  conspirators  in  a  masterly  man- 
ner. It  is  difficult  for  us  at  this  distant  day  to  esti- 
mate the  critical  and  extremely  delicate  situation  in 
which  the  Governor  was  placed  at  that  time. 

Our  hero  maintained  Iiimself  honorably  and  with 
supreme  dignity  throughout  his  administration,  and 
in  his  honor  a  county  in  this  State  is  named.  He 
was  truly  a  great  man,  and  those  who  lived  in 
this  State  during  his  sojourn  here,  like  those  who 
live  at  the  base  of  the  mountain,  were  too  near  to  see 
and  recognize  the  greatness  that  overshadowed  ihem. 
Mr.  Coles  was  married  Nov.  28,  1833,  by  Bisho|) 
De  Lancey,  to  Miss  Sally  Logan  Roberts,  a  daughter 
of  Hugh  Roberts,  a  descendant  of  Welsh  ancestr\ , 
who  cami  to  this  country  with  Wm.  Penn  in  1682. 
After  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service.  Gov. 
Coles  continued  his  residence  in  Edwardsville,  sup- 
erintending his  farm  in  the  vicinity.  He  was  fond 
of  agriculture,  and  was  the  founder  of  the  first  agri- 
cultural society  in  the  State.  On  account  of  ill 
health,  however,  and  having  no  family  to  tie  him 
down,  he  spent  much  of  his  time  in  Eastern  cities. 
About  1832  he  changed  his  residence  to  Philadel- 
phia, where  he  died  July  7,  1868,  and  is  buried  at 
Woodland,  near  that  city. 
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INIAN  EDWARDS,  Governor 
from  1827  to  1S30,  was  a  sou 
of  Benjamin    Edwards,  and 
was     born    in    Montgomery 
r>  County,  Maryland,  in  March, 
i^   1775-     His  domestic  train- 
ed'      ing  was  well  fitted  to  give 
his   mind    strength,  firmness  and 
hororable    principles,    and  a  good 
foundation  was  laid  for  the  elevated 
cliaracter    to   which    he   aflerwards 
attained.     His    parents    were  Bap- 
tists, and  very  strict  in  their  moral 
piinciples.     His  education  in  early 
youth  was   in   company    with    and 
partlyunder  the  tuition  of  Hon.  VVm. 
Wirt,  whom  his   father  oatronized 
and  who  was  more   than  two  years 
older.       An      intimacy    was     thus 
forrnjd  between  them  which  was  lasting  for  life.     He 
was  further  educated  at   Dickinson  College,  at  Car- 
lisle, Pa.     He  next  commenced  the  study  of  law,  but 
before   completing  his  course  lie  moved  to  Nelson 
County,  Ky.,  to  open  a  farm   for  his  father  and  to 
purchase  homes  and  locate  lands  for  his  brothers  and 
sisters.     Here  he  fell  in  tlie  company  of  dissolute 
companions,  and  for  several  years  led  the  life  of  a 
spendtlirift.     He  was,  however,  elected  to  the  Legis- 
lature of  Kentucky  as  the  Representative  of  Nelson 
■t'ounty  before  he  was   2  i  years  of  age,  and  was  re- 
lected  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote. 


In  179S  he  was  'licensed  to  practice  Jaw,  and  the 
following  year  was  admitted  to  the  Courts  of  Terines- 
see.  About  this  time  he  left  Nelson  County  for 
Russellville,  in  Logan  County,  broke  away  from  his 
dissolute  companions,  commenced  a  reformation  and 
devoted  himself  to  severe  and  laborious  study.  He 
then  began  to  rise  rapidly  in  his  profession,  and  soon 
became  an  eminent  lawyer,  and  inside  of  four  years 
he  filled  in  succession  the  offices  of  Presiding  Judge 
of  the  General  Court,  Circuit  Judge,  fourth  Judge  of 
the  Court  of  Appeals  and  Chief  Justice  of  the  State, 
— all  before  he  was  32  years  of  age!  In  addition,  in 
1S02,  he  received  a  commission  as  Major  of  a  battal- 
ion of  Kentucky  militia,  and  in  1804  was  chosen  a 
Presidential  Elector,  on  the  Jefferson  and  Clinton 
ticket.  In  1806  he  was  a  candidate  for  Congress, 
but  withdrew  on  being  promoted  to  the  Court  of 
Appeals. 

Illinois  was  organized  as  a  separate  Territory  in 
the  spring  of  i8og,  when  Mr.  Edwards,  then  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  in  Kentucky,  received 
from  President  Madison  the  appointment  as  Gover- 
nor of  the  new  Territory,  his  commission  bearing  date 
April  24,  1S09.  Edwards  arrived  at  Kaskaskia  in 
June,  and  on  the  i  ith  of  that  month  took  the  oath  of 
office.  At  the  same  time  he  was  appointed  Superin- 
tendent of  the  United  States  Saline,  this  Government 
interest  then  developinginto considerable  proportions 
in  Southern  Illinois.  Although  during  the  first  three 
years  of  his  administration  he  had  the  power  to  make 
new  counties  and  appoint  all  the  officers,  yet  he  always 
allowed  the  people  of  each  county,  by  an  informal 


NINIAN  ED  WARDS. 


vote,  to  select  their  own  officers,  both  civil  and  mili- 
tary. The  noted  John  J.  Crittenden,  afterward 
United  States  Senator  from  Kentucky,  was  appointed 
by  Gev.  Edwards  to  the  office  of  Attorney  General  of 
the  Territory,  which  office  was  accepted  for  a  short 
tim.e  only. 

The  Indians  in  tSio  committing  sundry  depreda- 
tions in  the  Territory,  crossing  the  Mississippi  from 
the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  a  long  correspondence  fol- 
lowed between  the  respective  Governors  concerning 
the  remedies,  which  ended  in  a  council  with  the  sav- 
ages at  Peoria  in  1812,  and  a  fresh  interpretation  of 
the  treaties.  Peoria  was  depopulated  by  these  de- 
predations, and  was  not  re-settled  for  many  _years 
afterward. 

As  Gov.  Edwards'  term  of  office  expired  by  law  in 
1812,  he  was  re-appointed  for  another  term  of  three 
years,  and  again  in  1815  for  a  third  term,  serving 
until  the  organization  of  the  State  in  the  fall  of  1818 
and  the  inauguration  of  Gov.  Bond.  At  this  time 
ex-Gov.  Edwards  was  sent  to  the  United  States 
Senate,  his  colleague  being  Jesse  B.  Thomas.  As 
Senator,  Mr.  Edwards  took  a  conspicuous  part,  and 
acquitted  himself  honorably  in  all  the  measures  that 
came  up  in  that  body,  being  well  posted,  an  able  de- 
Dater  and  a  conscientious  statesman.  He  thought 
seriously  of  resigning  this  situation  in  182 1,  but  was 
persuaded  by  his  old  friend,  Wm.  Wirt,  and  others  to 
continue  in  office,  which  he  did  to  the  end  of  the 
term. 

He  was  then  appointed  Minister  to  Mexico  by 
President  Monroe.  About  this  time,  it  appears  that 
Mr.  Edwards  saw  suspicious  signs  in  the  conduct  of 
Wm.  H.  Crawford,  Secretary  of  the  United  States 
Treasury,  and  an  ambitious  candidate  for  the  Presi- 
dency, and  being  implicated  by  the  latter  in  some  of 
his  statements,  he  resigned  his  Mexican  mission  in 
order  fully  to  investigate  the  charges.  The  result 
was  the  exculpation  of  Mr.  Edwards. 

Pro-slavery  regulations,  often  termed  "Black  Laws," 
disgraced  the  statute  books  of  both  the  Territory  and 
■;he  State  of  Illinois  during  the  whole  of  his  career  in 
jhis  commonwealth,  and  Mr.  Edwards  always  main- 
tained the  doctrines  of  freedom,  and  was  an  important 
sctor  in  the  great  struggle  which  ended  in  a  victory 
for  his  parfy  in  1824. 

In  1826  7  the  Winnebago  and  other  Indians  com- 
mitted soire  depredations  in  the  northern  part  of  the 


State,  and  the  white  settlers,  who  desired  the  lands 
and  wished  to  exasperate  the  savages  into  an  evacu- 
ation of  the  country,  magnified  the  misdemeanors  of 
the  aborigines  and  thereby  produced  a  hostility  be- 
tween the  races  so  great  as  to  precipitate  a  little  war, 
known  in  history  as  the  "Winnebago  War."  A  few 
chases  and  skirmishes  were  had,  when  Gen.  Atkinson 
succeeded  in  capturing  Red  Bird,  the  Indian  chief, 
and  putting  him  to  death,  thus  ending  the  contest,  at 
least  until  the  troubles  commenced  which  ended  in 
the  "  Black  Hawk  War  "  of  1832.  In  the  interpre- 
tation of  treaties  and  execution  of  their  provisions 
Gov.  Edwards  had  much  vexatious  work  to  do.  The 
Indians  kept  themselves  generally  witliin  the  juris- 
diction of  Michigan  Territory,  and  its  Governor, 
Lewis  Cass,  was  at  a  point  so  remote  tliat  ready  cor- 
respondence with  him  was  difficult  or  impossible. 
Gov.  Edwards'  administration,  however,  in  regard  to 
the  protection  of  the  Illinois  frontier,  seems  to  havj 
been  very  efficient  and  satisfactory. 

For  a  considerable  portion  of  his  time  after  his  re- 
moval to  Illinois,  Gov.  Edwards  resided  upon  his 
farm  near  Kaskaskia,  which  he  had  well  stocked  with 
horses,  cattle  and  sheep  from  Kentucky,  also  with 
fruit-trees,  grape-vines  and  shrubbery.  He  estab- 
lished saw  and  grist-mills,  and  engaged  extensively 
in  mercantile  business,  having  no  less  than  eight  or  ten 
stores  in  this  State  and  Missouri.  Notwithstanding 
the  arduous  duties  of  his  office,  he  nearly  always  pur- 
chased the  goods  himself  with  which  to  supply  the 
stores.  Altliough  not  a  regular  practitioner  of  medi- 
cine, he  studied  the  healing  art  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent, and  took  great  pleasure  in  prescribing  for,  and 
taking  care  of,  the  sick,  generally  without  charge. 
He  was  also  liberal  to  the  poor,  several  widows  and 
ministers  of  the  gospel  becoming  indebted  to  him 
even  for  their  homes. 

He  married  Miss  Elvira  Lane,  of  Maryland,  in 
1803,  and  they  became  the  affectionate  parents  of 
several  children,  one  of  wliom,  especially,  is  well' 
known  to  the  people  of  the  "  Prairie  State,"  namely, 
Ninian  Wirt  Edwards,  once  the  Superintendent  c' 
Public  Instruction  and  still  a  resident  of  Springfield 
Gov.  Edwards  resided  at  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Kas- 
kaskia from  1809  to  1818;  in  Edwardsville  (named 
after  him)  from  that  time  to  1824;  and  from  the  lat- 
ter date  at  Belleville,  St.  Clair  County,  until  his 
death,  July  20,  1833,  of  Asiatic  cholera.  Edwards 
County  is  also  named  in  his  honor. 
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|:OHN  REYNOLDS,  Governor  1831- 
4,  was  born  in  Montgomery  Coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania,  Feb.  26,  1788. 
His  fatlier,  Robert  Reynolds  and 
liis  mother,  nee  Margaret  Moore, 
were  both  natives  of  Ireland,  from 
which  country  they  emigrated  to 
the  United  States  in  1785,  land- 
ing at  Philadelphia.  The  senior 
Reynolds  entertained  an  undying 
hostility  to  the  British  Govern- 
ment. When  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  about  six  months  old, 
his  parents  emigrated  with  him  to 
Tennessee,  where  many  of  their 
relatives  had  already  located,  at  the  base  of  the 
Copper  Ridge  Mountain,  about  14  miles  northeast  of 
the  present  city  of  Knoxville.  There  they  were  ex- 
posed to  Indian  depredations,  and  were  much  molest- 
ed by  them.  In  1794  they  moved  into  the  interior 
of  the  State.  They  were  poor,  and  brought  up  their 
children  to  habits  of  manual  industry. 

In  1800  the  family  removed  to  Kaskaskia,  111.,  with 
eight  horses  and  two  wagons,  encountering  many 
nardships  on  tlie  way.  Here  young  Reynolds  passed 
the  most  of  his  childhood,  while  his  character  began 
to  develop,  the  most  prominent  traits  of  which  were 
ambition  and  energy.  He  also  adopted  the  principle 
and  practice  of  total  abstinence  from  intoxicating 
liquors.     In  1807  the  family  made  another  removal. 


this  time  to  the  "  Goshen  Settlement,"  at  the  foot  of 
tlie  Mississippi  bluffs  three  or  four  miles  southwest 
of  Edwardsville. 

On  arriving  at  his  20th  year,  Mr.  Reynolds,  seeing 
that  he  must  look  about  for  his  own  livelihood  and 
not  yet  having  determined  what  calling  to  pursue, 
concluded  first  to  attend  college,  and  he  accordingly 
went  to  such  an  institution  of  learning,  near  Knox- 
ville, Tenn.,  where  he  had  relatives.  Imagine  his 
diffidence,  when,  after  passing  the  first  20  years  of 
his  life  without  ever  having  seen  a  carpet,  a  papered 
wall  or  a  Windsor  chair,  and  never  having  lived  in  a 
shingle-roofed  house,  he  suddenly  ushered  himself 
into  the  society  of  the  wealthy  in  the  vicinity  of 
Knoxville!  He  attended  college  nearly  two  years, 
going  through  the  principal  Latin  authors;  but  it 
seems  that  he,  like  the  rest  of  the  world  in  modem 
times,  had  but  very  little  use  for  his  Latin  in  after 
life.  He  always  failed,  indeed,  to  exhibit  any  good 
degree  of  literary  discipline.  He  commenced  the 
study  of  law  in  Knoxville,  but  a  pulmonary  trouble 
came  on  and  compelled  liim  to  change  his  mode 
of  life.  Accordingly  he  returned  home  and  re- 
cuperated, and  in  18 12  resumed  his  college  and 
law  studies  at  Knoxville.  In  the  fall  of  1812  he  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar  at  Kaskaskia.  About  this  time 
he  also  learned  the  French  language,  which  he 
practiced  with  pleasure  in  conversation  with  his 
family  for  many  years.  He  regarded  this  language 
as  being  superior  to  all  others  for  social   intercourse. 
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From  his  services  in  the  West,  in  the  war  ot  1812, 
he  obtained  the  sobriquet  of  the  "  Old  Ranger."  He 
was  Orderly  Sergeant,  then  Judge  Advocate. 

Mr.  Reynolds  opened  his  first  law  office  in  the 
winter  and  spring  of  1814,  in  the  French  village  of 
Cahokia,  then  the  capital  of  St.  Clair  County. 

In  the  fall  of  1818  he  was  elected  an  Associate 
Justice  upon  the  Supreme  Bench  by  the  General 
Assembly.  In  1825  he  entered  more  earnestly  tlian 
ever  into  the  practice  of  law,  and  the  very  next  year 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Legislature,  where  he 
acted  independently  of  all  cliques  and  private  inter- 
ests. In  1828  the  Whigs  and  Democrats  were  for 
the  first  time  distinctively  organized  as  such  in  Illi- 
nois, and  the  usual  party  bitterness  grew  up  and 
raged  on  all  sides,  while  Mr.  Reynolds  preserved  a 
iudicial  calmness  and  moderation.  The  real  animus 
,if  the  campaign  was  "  Jackson  "  and  "  anti-Jackson," 
'he  former  party  carrying  the  State. 

In  August,  1830,  Mr.  Reynolds  was  elected  Gov- 
ernor, amid  great  excitement.  Installed  in  office,  he 
did  all  within  his  power  to  advance  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation, internal  nnprovements,  the  Illinois  &  Mich- 
igan Canal,  the  harbor  at  Chicago,  settling  the  coun- 
try, etc.;  also  recc  mmended  the  winding  up  of  the 
State  Bank,  as  its  affairs  had  become  dangerously 
complicated.  In  his  national  politics,  hr  was  a 
moderate  supporter  of  General  Jackson.  But  the 
most  celebrated  event  of  his  gubernatcrial  admin- 
istration was  the  Black  Hawk  War,  which  occurred 
in  1832.  He  called  out  the  militia  and  prosecuted 
the  contest  with  commendable  diligence,  appearing 
in  person  on  the  battle-grounds  during  the  most 
critical  penods.  He  was  recognized  by  the  President 
as  Major-General,  and  authorized  by  him  to  make 
treaties  witli  the  Indians.  By  the  assistance  of  the 
general  Government  the  war  was  terminated  witliout 
much  bloodshed,  but  after  many  serious  fights.  This 
war,  as  well  as  everything  else,  was  materially  re- 
tarded by  the  occurrence  of  Asiatic  cholera  in  the 
West.  This  was  its  first  appearance  here,  and  was 
the  next  event  in  prominence  during  Gov.  Reynolds' 
term. 

South  Carolina  nullification  coming  up  at  this  time, 
t  was  heartily  condemned  by  botli  President  Jackson 
i.nd  Gov.  Reynolds,  who  took  precisely  the  same 
grounds  as  the  Unionists  in  the  last  war. 

On  the  termination  of  his  gubernatorial  term  in 
,834,  Gov.  Reynolds  was  elected  a  Member  of  Con- 
gress, still  coi:sidering  himself  a  backwoodsman,  as 
••  e  had  scarcely  been  outside  of  the  Slate  since  he 
became  of  age,  and  had  spent  nearly  all  his  youthful 
days  in  the  wildest  region  of  the  frontier.  His  first 
aiove  in  Congress  was  to  adopt  a  resolution  that  in 
all  elections  made  by  the  House  for  officers  the  votes 
should  be  givtn  viva  voce,  each  member  in  his  place 
naming  aloud  the  person  for  whom  he  votes.  This 
created  considerable  heated  discussion,  but  was  es- 


sentially adopted,  and  remained  the  controlling  prin- 
ciple for  many  years.  The  ex-Governor  was  scarcely 
aosent  from  his  seat  a  single  day,  during  eight  ses- 
sions of  Congress,  covering  a  period  of  seven  years, 
and  he  never  vacillated  in  a  party  vote;  but  he  failed 
to  get  the  Democratic  party  to  foster  his  "  National 
Road  "  scheme.  He  says,  in  "  My  Own  Times  "  (a 
large  autobiography  he  published),  that  it  was  only 
by  rigid  economy  that  he  avoided  insolvency  while  in 
Washington.  During  his  sojourn  in  that  city  he  was 
married,  to  a  lady  of  the  place. 

In  1837,  while  out  of  Congress,  and  in  company 
with  a  few  others,  he  built  the  first  railroad  in  the 
Mississippi  Valley,  namely,  one  about  six  miles  long, 
leading  from  his  coal  mine  in  the  Mississippi  bluff  to 
the  bank  of  the  river  opposite  St.  Louis.  Hiving  not 
the  means  to  purchase  a  locomotive,  they  operated  it 
by  horse-ix)wer.  The  next  spring,  however,  the  com- 
pany sold  out,  at  great  sacrifice. 

In  1S39  the  ex-Governor  was  appointed  one  of  the 
Canal  Commissioners,  and  authorized  to  borrow 
money  to  prosecute  the  enterprise.  Accord'iigly,  he 
repaired  to  Philadelphia  and  succeeding  in  obtaining 
a  million  dollars,  which,  however,  was  only  a  fourth 
of  what  was  wanted.  The  same  year  he  and  his 
wife  made  at  our  of  Europe.  This  year,  also,  Mr. 
Reynolds  liad  the  rather  awkward  little  responsibility 
of  introducing  to  President  Van  Buren  the  noted 
Mormon  Prophet,  Josejjh  Smith,  as  a  "  Latter-Day 
Saint!" 

In  1846  Gov.  Reynolds  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  Legislature  from  St.  Clair  County,  more  particu 
larly  for  the  purixDse  of  obtaining  a  feasible  charter 
for  a  macadamized  road  from  Belleville  to  St.  Louis, 
a  distance  of  nearly  14  miles.  This  was  immediately 
built,  and  was  the  first  road  of  the  kind  in  the  State. 
He  was  again  elected  to  the  Legislature  in  1852,  when 
lie  was  chosen  Speaker  of  the  House.  In  i860,  aged 
and  infirm,  he  attended  the  National  Democratic 
Convention  at  Charleston,  S.  C  ,  as  an  anti-Douglas 
Delegate,  where  he  received  more  attention  from  the 
Southern  Delegates  than  any  other  member.  He 
supixjrted  Breckenridge  for  the  Presidency.  After 
the  October  elecUons  foreshadowed  the  success  of 
Lincoln,  he  published  an  address  urging  the  Demo- 
crats to  rally  to  the  support  of  Douglas.  Immedi- 
ately preceding  and  during  the  late  war,  his  corre- 
spondence evinced  a  clear  sympathy  for  the  Southern 
secession,  and  about  the  first  of  March,  1861,  he 
urged  upon  the  Buchanan  officials  the  seizure  of  the 
treasure  and  arms  in  the  custom-house  and  arsenal 
at  St.  Louis.  Mr.  Reynolds  was  a  rather  talkative 
man,  and  apt  in  all  the  Western  phrases  and  catch- 
words that  ever  gained  currency,  besides  many  cun- 
ning and  odd  ones  of  his  own  manufacture. 

He  was  married  twice,  but  had  no  children.  He 
died  in  Belleville,  in  May,  1865,  just  after  the  close 
of  the  war. 
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LLIAM  LEE  D.  EWING, 
■^  Governor  of  Illinois  Nov.  3 
f|p  to  17,  1834,  was  a  native 
of  Kentucky,  and  proijably 
of  Scotch  ancestry.  He  had 
a  fine  education,  was  a  gentle- 
man of  polished  manners  and 
refined  sentiment.  In  1830  John  Rey- 
nolds was  elected  Governor  of  the  State, 
and  Zadok  Casey  Lieutenant  Governor, 
and  for  the  principal  events  that  followed, 
and  the  characteristics  of  the  times,  see 
sketch  of  Gov.  Reynolds.  The  first  we 
^y  see  in  history  concerning  Mr.  Ewing,  in- 
forms us  that  he  was  a  Receiver  of  Public 
Moi  eys  at  Vandalia  soon  after  the  organization  of 
Uii.'i  State,  and  that  the  public  moneys  in  his  liands 
veie  deposited  in  various  banks,  as  they  are  usually 
^^  thv.  /resent  day.  In  1823  the  State  Bank  was 
obbed,  by  which  disaster  Mr.  Ewing  lost  a  thousand- 
dollar  deposit. 

The  subject  of  this  sketcli  had  a  commission  as 
Colonel  in  the  Black  Hawk  War,  and  in  emergencies 
ne  acted  also  as  Major.  In  the  summer  of  1832, 
■"/hen  ' I  wras  rumored  among  the  whites  that  Black 
Hawk  and  'lis  men  had  encamped  somewhere  on 
Rock  River,  Gen.  Henry  was  sent  on  a  tour  of 
reconnoisance,  and  witii  orders  to  drive  the  Indians 
from  the  State.  After  some  opposition  from  his 
uibordinate  officers,  Henry  resolved  to  proceed  up 
Rock  River  in  search  of  the  enemy.  On  the  19th  of 
'ul\',   early  in  the    morning,   five   baggage    wagons, 


camp  equipage  and  all  heavy  and  cumbersome  arti- 
cles were  piled  up  and  left,  so  that  the  army  might 
make  speedy  and  forced  marches.  For  some  miles 
the  travel  was  exceedingly  bad,  crossing  swamps 
and  the  worst  thickets ;  but  the  large,  fresh  trail 
gave  life  and  animation  to  the  Americans.  Gen. 
Dodge  and  Col.  Ewing  were  both  acting  as  Majors, 
and  composed  the  "  spy  corps  "  or  vanguard  of  the 
army.  It  is  supposed  the  army  marched  nearly  50 
miles  this  day,  and  the  Indian  trail  they  followed 
became  fresher,  and  was  strewed  with  much  property 
and  trinkets  of  the  red-skin;  that  they  had  lost  or 
thrown  away  to  hasten  their  march.  During  the 
following  night  there  was  a  terrific  thunder-storm,  and 
the  soldiery,  with  all  their  appurtenances,  were  thor- 
oughly drenched. 

On  approaching  nearer  the  Indians  the  next  day. 
Gen.  Dodge  and  Major  Ewing,  each  commanding  a 
battalion  of  inen,  were  placed  in  front  to  bring  on  the 
battle,  but  the  savages  were  not  overtaken  this  day 
Forced  marches  were  continued  until  they  reached. 
Wisconsin  River,  where  a  veritable  battle  ensued, 
resulting  in  the  death  of  about  68  of  Black  Hawk's 
men.  The  next  day  they  continued  the  chase,  and 
as  soon  as  he  discovered  the  trail  of  the  Indians 
leading  toward  the  Mississippi,  Maj.  Ewing  formed 
his  battalion  in  order  of  battle  and  awaited  the  order 
of  Gen.  Henry.  The  latter  soon  appeared  on  the 
ground  and  ordered  a  charge,  which  directly  resulted 
in  chasing  the  red  warriors  across  the  great  river. 
Maj.  Ewing  and  his  command  proved  particularly 
efficient  in  war,  as  it  seems  they  were  the  chief  actors 
in  driving  the  main  body  of  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  in- 
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eluding  Black  Hawk  himself,  across  the  Mississippi, 
while  Gen.  Atkinson,  commander-in-chief  of  the  ex- 
pedition, with  a  body  of  the  army,  was  hunting  for 
them  in  another  direction. 

In  the  above  affair  Maj.  Ewing  is  often  referred  to 
as  a  "  General,"  which  title  he  had  derived  from  his 
connection  with  the  militia. 

It  was  in  the  latter  part  of  the  same  year  (1832) 
that  Lieutenant  Governor  Casey  was  elected  to  Con- 
gress and  Gen.  Ewing,  who  had  been  elected  to  the 
Senate,  was  chosen  to  preside  over  that  body.  At 
the  August  election  of  1834,  Gov.  Reynolds  was  also 
elected  to  Congress,  more  than  a  year  ahead  of  the 
time  at  which  he  could  actually  take  his  seat,  as  was 
then  the  law.  His  predecessor,  Charles  Slade,  had 
just  died  of  Asiatic  cholera,  soon  after  the  elec- 
tion, and  Gov.  Reynolds  was  chosen  to  serve  out  his 
unexpired  term.  Accordingly  he  set  out  for  Wash- 
ington in  November  of  that  year  to  take  his  seat  in 
Congress,  and  Gen.  Ewing,  by  virtue  of  his  office  as 
President  of  the  Senate,  became  Governor  of  the 
State  of  Illinois,  his  term  covering  only  a  period  of 
15  days,  namely,  from  the  3d  to  the  17  th  days,  in- 
clusive, of  November.  On  the  lytli  the  Legislature 
met,  and  Gov.  Ewing  transmitted  to  that  body  his 
message,  giving  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the 
affairs  of  the  State  at  that  time,  and  urging  a  contin- 
uance of  the  policy  adopted  by  his  predecessor;  and 
on  the  same  day  Governor  elect  Joseph  Duncan 
•vzA  sworn  into  office,  thus  relieving  Mr.  Ewing  from 


the  responsible  situation.  This  is  the  only  time  that 
such  a  juncture  has  happened  in  the  history  of  Illi- 
nois. 

On  the  29th  of  December,  1835,  Gen.  Ewing  was 
elected  a  United  States  Senator  to  serve  out  the 
unexpired  term  of  Elias  Kent  Kane,  deceased.  The 
latter  gentleman  was  a  very  prominent  figure  in  the 
early  politics  of  Illinois,  and  a  county  in  this  State  is 
named  in  his  honor.  The  election  of  Gen.  Ewing  to 
the  Senate  was  a  protracted  struggle.  His  competi- 
tors were  James  Semple,  who  afterwards  held  several 
important  offices  in  this  State,  and  Richard  M. 
Young,  afterward  a  United  States  Senator  and  a 
Supreme  Judge  and  a  man  of  vast  influence.  On 
the  first  ballot  Mr.  Semple  had  25  votes,  Young  19 
•iiid  Ewing  18.  On  the  eighth  ballot  Young  was 
dropped  ;  the  ninth  and  tenth  stood  a  tie ;  but  on 
the  1 2th  Ewing  received  40,  to  Semple  37,  and  was 
accordingly  declared  elected.  In  1837  Mr.  Ewing 
received  some  votes  for  a  continuance  of  his  term  in 
Congress,  when  Mr.  Young,  just  referred  to,  was 
elected.  In  T842  Mr.  Ewint;  was  elected  State 
Audit'-r  on  the  ticket  with  Gov.  Ford. 

Gen.  Ewing  was  a  gentleman  of  culture,  a  lawyer 
by  profession,  and  was  much  in  public  life.  In  persni; 
lie  was  above  medium  height  and  of  heavy  build, 
with  auburn  hair,  blue  eyes,  large-sized  head  and 
short  face.  He  was  genial,  social,  friendly  and 
affable,  with  fair  talent,  though  of  no  high  degree  o' 
originality.    He  died  March  25,  1846. 
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OSEPH  DUNCAN,  Governor 
J  1834-8,  was  born  at  Paris, 
Ky.,  Feb.  23,  1794.  At  the 
tender  age  of  19  years  he  en- 
listed in  the  war  agauist  Great 
'* '  Britain,  and  as  a  soldier  he 
acquitted  himself  wiih  credit.  He 
was  an  Ensign  under  the  daunt- 
less Croghan  at  Lower  Sandusky, 
\,  or  Fort  Stephenson.  In  Illinois 
he  first  appeared  in  a  public  capa- 
city as  Major-Geneval  of  the  Militia, 
a  position  which  his  military  fame 
had  procured  him.  Subsequently 
he  became  a  State  Senator  from 
,  Jackson  County,  and  is  honorably 
mentioned  for  introducing  the  first  bill  providing  for 
a  free-school  system.  In  1S26,  when  the  redoubt- 
able John  P.  Cook,  who  had  previously  beaten  such 
men  as  John  McLean,  Eli'as  Kent  Kane  and  ex- 
Gov.  Bond,  c.tme  up  for  the  fourth  time  forCongress, 
i\Ir.  Duncan  was  brougiit  forward  against  him  by  his 
friends,  greatly  to  the  surprise  of  all  the  politicians. 
\s  yet  he  was  but  little  known  in  the  State.  He  was 
an  original  Jackson  man  at  that  time,  being  attached 
to  his  political  fortune  in  admiration  of  the  glory  of 
his  military  achievements.  His  chances  of  success 
against  Cook  were  generally  regarded  as  hopeless, 
but  he  entered  upon  the  campaign  undaunted.  His 
speeches,  though  short  and  devoid  of  ornament,  were 
fall  of  good  sense.  He  made  a  diligent  canvass  of 
the  State,  Mr.  Cook  being  hindered  by  the  condition  of 
his  health.  The  most  that  was  expected  of  Mr. 
Duncan,  under  the  circumstances,  was  that  he  would 


obtain  a  respectable  vote,  but  without  defeating  Mr 
Cook.  The  result  of  the  campaign,  however,  was  a 
source  of  surprise  and  amazement  to  both  friends 
and  foes,  as  Mr.  Duncan  came  out  64r  votes  ahead! 
He  received  6,321  votes,  and  Mr.  Cook  5,680.  Un- 
til this  denouement,  the  violence  of  party  feeling 
smoldering  in  the  breasts  of  the  people  on  account 
of  the  defeat  of  Jackson,  was  not  duly  appreciated. 
Aside  from  the  great  convention  struggle  of  1824,  no 
other  than  mere  local  and  pergonal  considerations 
had  ever  before  controlled  an  election  in  Illinois. 

From  the  above  date  Mr.  Duncan  retained  his 
seat  in  Co  igress  until  his  election  as  Governor  in 
.\ugust,  1834.  The  first  and  bloodless  year  of  the 
Black  Hawk  War  he  was  appointed  by  Gov.  Rey- 
nolds to  the  position  of  Brigadier-General  of  the 
volunteers,  and  he  conducted  his  brigade  to  Rock 
Island.  But  he  was  absent  from  the  State,  in  Wash- 
ington, during  the  gubernatorial  campaign,  and  did 
not  personally  participate  in  it,  but  addressed  circu- 
lars to  his  constituents.  His  election  was,  indeed, 
attributed  to  the  circumstance  of  his  absence,  be- 
cause his  estrangement  from  Jackson,  formerly  his 
political  idol,  and  also  from  the  Democracy,  largely 
in  ascendency  in  the  State,  was  complete;  but  while 
his  defection  was  well  known  to  his  Whig  friends, 
and  even  to  the  leading  Jackson  men  of  this  State, 
the  latter  were  unable  to  carry  conviction  of  that  fact 
to  the  masses,  as  mail  and  newspaper  facilities  at 
that  day  were  far  inferior  to  those  of  the  present 
time.  Of  course  the  Governor  was  much  abused 
afterward  by  the  fossilized  Jackson  men  who  re- 
garded party  ties  and  affiliations  as  above  all 
other  issues  that  could  arise;  but  he  was  doubtless 
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sincere  in  his  opposition  to  the  old  hero,  as  the  latter 
fiad  vetoed  several  important  western  measures 
which  were  dear  to  Mr.  Duncan.  In  his  inaugural 
message  he  threw  off  the  mask  and  took  a  bold  stand 
ngainst  the  course  of  the  President.  The  measures 
f.e  recommended  in  his  message,  however,  were  so 
desirable  that  the  Legislature,  although  by  a  large 
majority  consisting  of  Jackson  men,  could  not  refrain 
from  endorsing  them.  These  measures  related 
mainly  to  lar.ks  and  internal  improvements. 

It  was  while  Mr.  Duncan  was  Governor  that  the 
people  of  Illinois  went  whirling  on  with  bank  and  in- 
ternal improvement  schemes  that  well  nigh  bank- 
•upted  the  State.  The  hard  times  of  1837  came  on, 
and  the  disasters  that  attended  the  inauguration  of 
Jiese  plans  and  the  operation  of  the  banks  were  mu- 
tually charged  upon  the  two  political  parties.  Had 
any  one  man  autocratic  power  to  introduce  and 
carry  on  any  one  of  these  measures,  he  would  proba- 
bly have  succeed^  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  public ; 
tut  as  many  jealous  men  had  hold  of  the  same  plow 
handle,  no  success  followed  and  each  blamed  the  other 
for  the  failure.  In  this  great  vortex  Gov.  Duncan 
was  carried  along,  suffering  the  like  derogation  of 
character  with  his  fellow  citizens. 

At  the  height  of  the  excitement  the  Legislature 
"provided  for"  railroads  from  Galena  to  Cairo,  Alton 
to  Shawneetown,  Alton  to  Mount  Carmel,  Alton  to  the 
eastern  boundary  of  the  State  in  tlie  direction  of 
Terre  Haute,  Quincy  via  S|)ringfield  to  the  Wabasli, 
Bloomington  to  Pekin,  and  Peoria  to  Warsaw, — in  all 
about  1,300  miles  of  road.  It  also  provided  for  the 
improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Kaskaskia, 
Illinois,  Great  and  Little  Wabash  and  Rock  Rivers  ; 
also  as  a  placebo,  $200,000  in  money  were  to  be  dis- 
jibuted  to  the  various  counties  wherein  no  improve- 
ments were  ordered  to  be  made  as  above.  The 
estimate  for  the  expenses  for  all  these  projects  was 
jlaced  at  a  little  over  $10,000,000,  which  was  not 
more  1  .lan  half  enough !  That  would  now  be  equal  to 
saddling  upon  the  State  a  debt  of  $225,000,000!  It 
was  sufficient  to  bankrupt  the  State  several  times 
over,    even   counting  all  the   possible  benefits. 

One  of  the  most  exciting  events  that  ever  occurred 
:n  this  fair  State  was  the  murder  of  Elijah  P.  Love- 
ioy  in  the  fall  of  1837,  at  Alton,  during  Mr.  Duncan's 
term  as  Governor.  Lovejoy  was  an  "  Abolitionist," 
editing  the  Observer  at  that  place,  and  the  pro- 
slavery  slums  there  formed  themselves  into  a  mob, 


and  after  destroying  successively  three  presses  be- 
longing to  Mr.  Lovejoy,  surrounded  the  warehouse 
where  the  fourth  press  was  stored  away,  endeavoring 
to  destroy  it,  and  where  Lovejoy  and  his  friends 
were  entrenching  themselves,  and  shot  and  killed  the 
brave  reformer! 

About  this  time,  also,  the  question  of  removing  thi 
State  capital  again  came  up,  as  the  20  years'  limit  for 
its  existence  at  Vandalia  was  drawing  to  a  close. 
There  was,  of  course,  considerable  excitement  over 
the  matter,  the  two  main  points  competing  for  it  be- 
ing Springfield  and  Peoria.  The  jealousy  of  the  lat- 
ter place  is  not  even  yet,  45  years  afterward,  fully 
allayed. 

Gov.  Duncan's  term  expired  in  1838.  In  1842 
he  was  again  proposed  as  a  candidate  for  the  Execu- 
tive chair,  this  time  by  the  Whig  party,  against  Hdam 
W.  Snyder,  of  St.  Clair  County,  the  nominee  of  the 
Democrats.  Charles  W.  Hunter  was  a  third  candi- 
date for  the  same  position.  Mr.  Snyder,  however,  disd 
before  the  campaign  had  advanced  very  far,  and  his 
party  substituted  Thomas  Ford,  who  was  elected 
receiving  46,901  votes,  to  38,5.^4  for  Duncan,  and 
909  for  Hunter.  The  cause  of  Democratic  success 
at  this  time  is  mainly  attributed  to  the  temporary 
support  of  the  Mormons  which  they  enjoyed,  and  the 
want  o."  any  knowledge,  on  the  part  of  the  masses, 
ihat  Mr.  Ford  was  opposed  to  any  given  |X)licy  en- 
tertained in  the  respective  localities. 

Gov.  Duncan  was  a  man  of  r.ither  limited  educa- 
tion, but  with  naturally  fine  abilities  he  profited 
greatly  by  his  various  public  services,  and  gathered 
a  store  of  knowledge  regarding  public  affairs  which 
served  him  a  ready  purpose.  He  possessed  a  clear 
j'ldgment,  decision,  confidence  in  himself  and  moral 
courage  to  carry  out  his  convictions  of  right.  In  his 
deportment  he  was  well  adapted  to  gain  the  admira 
tion  of  the  people.  His  intercourse  with  them  was 
both  affable  and  dignified.  His  portrait  at  the  Gov- 
ernor's mansion,  from  which  the  accompanying  w.is 
made,  represents  liim  as  having  a  swarthy  complex- 
ion, high  cheek  bones,  broad  forehead,  piercing  blaci; 
eyes  and  straight  black  hair. 

He  was  a  liberal  patron  of  the  Illinois  College  at 
Jacksonville,  a  member  of  its  Board  of  Trustees,  and 
died,  after  a  short  illness,  Jan.  15,  1844,  a  devoted 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  leaving  a  wife 
but  no  children.  Two  children,  born  to  them,  had 
died  in  infancy. 
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iHOMAS  CARLIN,  the  sixth 
Governor  of  the  State  of 
Illinois,  serving  from  1838 
to  1842,  was  also  a  Ken- 
tuckian,  being  born  near 
Frankfort,  that  State,  July 
18,  1789,  of  Irish  paternity. 
The  opportunities  for  an  education 
being  very  meager  in  his  native 
place,  he,  on  approaching  years  of 
judgment  and  maturity,  applied 
himself  to  those  branches  of  learn- 
ing that  seemed  most  important, 
and  thus  became  a  self-made  man  ; 
and  his  taste  for  reading  and 
study  remained  with  him  through 
life.  In  1803  his  father  removed 
to  Missouri,  then  a  part  of  "  New  Spain,"  where  he 
died  in  18 10. 

In  iS[2  young  Carlin  came  to  Illinois  and  partici- 
pated in  all  the  "ranging"  service  incident  to  the 
war  of  that  period,  proving  himself  a  soldier  of  un- 
daunted bravery.  Li  18 14  he  married  Rebecca 
Huitt,  and  lived  for  four  years  on  the  bank  of  the 
Mississippi  River,  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Mis- 
souri, where  he  followed  farming,  and  then  removed 
to  Greene  County.  He  located  the  town  site  of  Car- 
ro''lon,in  tliut  county,  and  in  1825  made  a  liberal 
donation  of  land  for  county  building  purposes.  He 
was  the  first  Sheriff  of  that  county  after  its  separate 
organization,  and  afterward  was  twice  elected,  as  a 
Jackson  Democrat,  to  tlie  Illinois  Senate.  In  the 
Black  Hawk  War  he  commanded  a  spy  battalion,  a 
poit  of  considerable  danger.  In  1834  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  President  Jackson  to  the  position  of 
Receiver  of  Public  Mon'^ys,  and  to  fulfill  the  office 


more  conveniently  he  removed  to  the  city  of  Quincy. 

While,  in  183S,  the  unwieldy  internal  improvement 
system  of  the  State  was  in  full  operation,  with  all  its 
expensive  machinery,  amidst  bank  suspensions 
throughout  the  United  States,  a  great  stringency  in 
the  money  market  everywhere,  and  Illinois  bonds 
forced  to  sale  at  a  heavy  discount,  and  the  "  hardest 
times  "  existing  that  the  people  of  the  Prairie  State 
ever  saw,  the  general  election  of  State  officers  was 
ap[)roaching.  Discreet  men  who  had  cherished  tlie 
hope  of  a  speedy  subsidence  of  the  public  infatua- 
tion, met  with  disappointment.  A  Governor  and 
Legislature  were  to  be  elected,  and  these  were  now 
looked  forward  to  for  a  repeal  of  the  ruinous  State 
policy.  But  the  grand  schemf:  had  not  yet  lost  its 
dazzling  influence  upon  the  minds  of  the  people. 
Time  and  experience  had  not  yet  fully  demonstrated 
its  utter  absurdity.  Hence  the  question  of  arresting 
its  career  of  profligate  expenditures  did  not  become 
a  leading  one  with  the  dominant  party  during  the 
campaign,  and  most  of  the  old  members  of  the  Leg 
islalure  were  returned  at  tliis  election. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  Democrats,  in  State 
Convention  assembled,  nominated  Mr.  Carlin  for  the 
office  of  Governor,  and  S.  H.  Anderson  for  Lieuten- 
ant Governor,  while  the  Whigs  nominated  Cyrus  Ed- 
wards, brotherof  Ninian  Edii'ards,  formerly  Governor, 
and  W.  H.  Davidson.  Edwards  came  out  strongly 
for  a  continuance  of  the  State  policy,  wliile  Carlir 
remained  non-committal.  This  was  the  first  tunc 
that  the  two  main  [lolitical  parties  in  this  State  were 
unembar'assed  by  any  third  party  in  the  field.  The 
result  of  the  election  was:  Carlin,  35,573 ;  Ander- 
son, 30,335;  Edwards,   29,629;  and   Davidson,   28,- 

Uix)n  the  meeting  of  the  subsequent  Legislature 
(1839),  the  retiring  Governor  CDuncan)  in   his  nies- 
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sage  spoke  in  emphatic  terms  of  the  impoHcy  of  the 
internal  improvement  system,  presaging  the  evils 
threatened,  and  uiged  that  body  to  do  their  utmost 
to  correct  the  great  error;  yet,  on  the  contrary,  tlie 
Legislature  not  only  decided  to  continue  the  policy 
but  also  added  to  its  burden  by  voting  more  apprn- 
priations  and  ordering  more  improvements.  Although 
the  money  market  was  still  stringent,  a  further  loan 
of  $4,000,000  was  ordered  for  the  Illinois  &  Mich- 
igan Canal  alone.  Cii'cago  at  that  time  began  to 
loom  up  and  promise  to  be  an  important  city,  even 
the  great  emporium  of  the  West,  as  it  has  since  in- 
deed came  to  be.  Ex-Gov.  Reynolds,  an  incompe- 
tent financier,  was  commissioned  to  effect  the  loan, 
and  accordingly  hastened  to  the  East  on  this  respons- 
ible errand,  and  negotiated  the  loans,  at  considera- 
ble sacrifice  to  the  State.  Besides  this  embarrassment 
iC  Carlin's  administration,  the  Legislature  also  de- 
clared that  he  had  no  authority  to  ap]»int  a  Secretary 
of  State  until  a  vacancy  existed,  and  A.  P.  Field,  a 
Whig,  who  had  already  held  the  post  by  appointment 
-hrougli  three  administrations,  was  determined  to 
keep  the  place  a  while  longer,  in  spite  of  Gov.  Car- 
lin's preferences.  The  course  of  the  Legislature  in 
this  regard,  however,  was  finally  sustained  by  the 
Supreme  Court,  in  a  quo  warranto  case  brought  ,up 
before  it  by  John  A.  McClernand,  whom  the  Gov- 
ernor had  nominated  for  the  office.  Thereupon  that 
dignified  body  was  denounced  as  a  "Whig  Court!' 
endeavoring  to  establish  the  principle  of  life-tenure 
of  office. 

A  new  law  was  adopted  re-organizing  the  Judici- 
ary, and  under  it  five  additional  Supreme  Judges 
were  elected  by  the  Legislature,  namely,  Thomas 
Ford  (afterward  Governor),  Sidney  Breese,  Walter  B. 
Scates,  Samuel  H.  Treat  and  Stephen  A.  Douglas — 
all  Democrats. 

It  was  during  Gov.  Carlin's  administration  that  the 
noisy  campaign  of  "Tippecanoe  and  Tyler  too  "  oc- 
curred, resulting  in  a  Whig  victory.  This,  however, 
did  net  affect  Illinois  politics  very  seriously. 

Another  prominent  event  in  the  West  during  Gov. 
Carlin's  term  of  office  was  the  excitement  caused  by 
the  Mormons  and  their  removal  from  Independence, 
Mo.,  to  Nauvoo,  111.,  in  1840.  At  the  same  time 
they  began  to  figure  somewhat  in  State  politics.  On 
account  of  their  believing — as  they  thought,  accord- 
ing to  the  New  Testament — that   they  should  have 


"all  things  common,"  and  that  consequently  "all 
the  earth  "  and  all  that  is  upon  it  were  the"  Lord's  " 
and  therefore  the  property  of  his  "  saints,"  they 
were  suspected,  and  correctly,  too,  of  committing 
many  of  the  deeds  of  larceny,  robbery,  etc.,  that 
were  so  rife  throughout  this  country  in  those  days. 
Hence  a  feeling  of  violence  grew  up  between  the 
Mormons  and  "anti-Mormons."  In  the  State  of 
Missouri  the  Mormons  always  supported  the  Dem- 
ocracy until  they  were  driven  out  by  the  Democratic 
government,  when  they  turned  their  support  to  the 
Whigs.  They  were  becoming  numerous,  and  in  the 
Legislature  of  1840-1,  therefore,  it  became  a  matter 
of  great  interest  with  both  parties  to  conciliate  these 
people.  Through  the  agency  of  one  John  C.  Ben- 
nett, a  scamp,  the  Mormons  succeeded  in  rushing 
through  the  Legislature  (both  parties  not  daring  to 
oppose)  a  charter  for  the  city  of  Nauvoo  which  vir- 
tually erected  a  hierarchy  co-ordinate  with  the  Fed- 
eral Government  itself.  In  the  fall  of  1841  the 
Governor  of  Missouri  made  a  demand  upon  Gov. 
Carlin  for  the  body  of  Joe  Smith,  the  Mormon  leader, 
as  a  fugitive  from  justice.  Gov.  Carlin  issued  th^ 
writ,  but  for  some  reason  it  was  returned  unserved. 
It  was  again  issued  in  1842,  and  Smith  was  arrested, 
but  was  either  rescued  by  his  followers  or  discharged 
by  the  municipal  court  on  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus. 

In  December,  1841,  the  Democratic  Conveniion 
nominated  Adam  W.  Snyder,  of  Belleville,  far  Gov- 
ernor. As  he  had  been,  as  a  member  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, rather  friendly  to  the  Mormons,  the  latter 
naturally  turned  their  support  to  the  Democratic 
party.  The  next  spring  the  Whigs  nominated  Ex- 
Gov.  Duncan  for  the  same  office.  In  the  meantime 
the  Mormons  began  to  grow  more  odious  to  the 
masses  of  the  people,  and  the  comparative  prospects 
of  the  respective  parties  for  success  became  very 
problematical.  Mr.  Snyder  died  in  May,  and 
Thomas  Ford,  a  Supreme  Judge,  was  substituted  as 
a  candidate,  and  was  elected. 

At  the  close  of  his  gubernatorial  term,  Mr.  Carlin 
removed  back  to  his  old  home  at  CarroUton,  where 
he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  as  before  his  ele- 
vation to  office,  in  agricultural  pursuits.  In  1849 
he  served  out  the  unexpired  term  of  J.  D.  Fry  in  the 
Illinois  House  of  Representatives,  and  died  Feb.  4, 
1852,  at  his  residence  at  Carrollton,  leaving  a  wife 
and  seven  children. 
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jHOMAS  FORD,  Governor 
from  1842  to  1846,  and  au- 
thor of  a  very  interesting 
history  of  Illinois,  was  bom 
at  Uniontown,  Pa.,  in  the 
year  1 800.  His  mother,  after 
the  death  of  her  first  hus- 
band (Mr.  Forquer),  married  Rob- 
ert Ford,  who  was  killed  in  1802, 
by  the  Indians  in  the  mountains 
of  Pennsylvania.  She  was  conse- 
quently left  in  indigent  circum- 
stances, with  a  large  family,  mostly 
girls.  With  a  view  to  better  her 
condition,  she,  in  1804,  removed  to 
Missouri,  where  it  had  been  cus- 
tomary by  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment to  give  land  to  actual  settlers;  but  upon  her 
arrival  at  St.  Louis  she  found  the  country  ceded  to 
the  United  States,  and  the  liberal  policy  toward  set- 
tlers changed  by  the  new  ownership.  After  some 
sickness  to  herself  and  family,  she  finally  removed  to 
Illinois,  and  settled  some  three  miles  south  of  Water- 
loo, but  the  following  year  moved  nearer  the  Missis- 
sippi  bluffs.     Here   young   Ford    received    his  first   i 


schooling,  under  the  instructions  of  a  Mr.  Humphrey, 
for  which  he  had  to  walk  three  miles.  His  mother, 
though  lacking  a  thorough  education,  was  a  woman 
of  superior  mental  endowments,  joined  to  energy 
and  determination  of  character.  She  inculcated  in 
her  children  those  high-toned  principles  which  dis- 
tinguished her  sons  in  public  life.  She  exercised  a 
rigid  economy  to  provide  her  children  an  education ; 
but  George  Forquer,  her  oldest  son  (six  years  older 
than  Thomas  Ford),  at  an  early  age  had  to  quit 
school  to  aid  by  his  labor  in  the  support  of  the  family. 
He  afterward  became  an  eminent  man  in  Illinois 
afTairs,  and  but  for  his  early  death  would  probably 
have  been  elected  to  the  United  States  Senate. 

Young  Ford,  with  somewhat  better  opportunities, 
received  a  better  education,  though  limited  to  the 
curriculum  of  the  common  school  of  those  pioneer 
times.  His  mind  gave  early  promise  of  superior  en- 
dowments, with  an  inclination  for  mathematics.  His 
proficiency  attracted  the  attention  of  Hon.  Daniel  P. 
Cook,  who  became  his  efficient  patron  and  friend 
The  latter  gentleman  was  an  eminent  Illinois  states- 
man who,  as  a  Member  of  Congress,  obtained  a  grant 
of  300,000  acres  of  land  to  aid  in  completing  the 
Illinois  &  Michigan  Canal,  and  after  whom  tlie 
county  of  Cook  was  named.     Through  the  advice  of 


140 


THOMAS  FORD. 


this  genllcman,  Mr.  Ford  turned  his  attention  to  the 
study  of  law;  out  Forquer,  then  merchandising,  re- 
garding his  education  defective,  sent  him  to  Transyl- 
vania University,  where,  however,  he  remained  but 
one  term,  o^ving  to  Forquer's  failure  in  business.  On 
his  return  he  alternated  his  law  reading  with  teach- 
ir.g  school  for  support. 

In  1829  G.DV.  Edwards  appointed  him  Prosecuting 
Attorney,  and  in  1831  he  was  re-appointed  by  Gov. 
Reynolds,  and  after  that  he  was  four  times  elected  a 
Judge  by  the  Legislature,  without  opposition,  twice  a 
Circuit  Judge,  once  a  Judge  of  Chicago,  and  as  As- 
sociate Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  when,  in  1841, 
the  latter  tribunal  was  re-organi/,ed  by  the  addition 
of  five  Judges,  all  Democrats.  Ford  was  assigned  to 
the  Ninth  Judicial  Circuit,  and  while  in  this  capacity 
ne  was  holding  Court  in  Ogle  County  he  received  a 
notice  of  his  nomination  by  the  Democratic  Conven- 
tion for  the  office  of  Governor.  He  immediately  re- 
signed his  place  and  entered  upon  the  canvass.  In 
August,  1842,  lie  was  elected,  and  on  the  Sth  of  De- 
cember following  he  was  inaugurated. 

All  the  offices  which  he  had  iield  were  unsolicited 
by  liim.  He  received  them  upon  the  true  Jefferson- 
jan  principle, — Never  to  ask  .ind  never  to  refuse 
othce.  Both  as  a  lawyer  and  as  a  Judge  he  stood 
deservedly  high,  but  his  cast  of  intellect  fitted  him 
rather  for  a  writer  upon  law  than  a  practicing  advo- 
cate in  the  courts.  In  the  latter  capacity  he  was  void 
of  the  moving  power  of  eloquence,  so  necessary  to 
success  with  juries.  As  a  Judge  his  opinions  were 
-^ound,  lucid  and  able  expositions  of  the  law.  In 
practice,  he  was  a  stranger  to  the  tact,  skill  and  in- 
;inuating  address  of  the  politician,  but  he  saw  through 
he  arts  of  demagogues  as  well  as  any  man.  He  was 
[zlain  in  his  demeanor,  so  much  so,  indeed,  tliat  at 
one  time  after  the  e.xpiration  of  his  term  of  office, 
during  a  session  of  the  Legislature,  he  was  taken  by 
a  stranger  to  be  a  seeker  for  the  position  of  door- 
keeper, and  was  waiiod  upon  at  his  hotel  near  mid- 
night by  a  knot  of  small  office-seekers  with  the  view 
of  effecting  a  "  combination  !  " 

Mr.  Ford  had  not  the  "  brass  "  of  the  ordinary 
politician,  nor  that  impetuosity  which  characterizes  a 
political  leader.  He  cared  little  for  money,  and 
tiardly  enough  for  a  decent  support.  In  person  he 
was  of  small  stature,  slender,  of  dark  complexion, 
with  black  hair,  sharp  features,  deep-set  eyes,  a 
pointed,  aquiline  nose  having  a  decided  twist  to  one 
side,  and  a  small  mouth. 

The  three  most  important  events  in  Gov.  Ford's 
administration  were  the  establishment  of  the  high 
financial  credit  of  the  State,  the  "  Mormon  War  "and 
;he  Mexican  War. 

In  the  first  of  these  the  Governor  proved  himself 
to  be  eniinentlv  wise.  On  coming  into  office  he  found 
the  State  badly  paralyzed  by  the  ruinous  effects  of 
nne    notorious  "internal  improvement"   schemes   of 


the  preceding  decade,  with  scarcely  anything  to 
show  by  way  of  "improvement."  The  enterprise 
that  seemed  to  be  getting  ahead  more  than  all  the 
rest  was  the  Illinois  &  Michigan  Canal.  As  this 
promised  to  be  the  most  important  tliorouglifare, 
feasible  to  the  ])eople,  it  was  well  under  headway  in 
its  construction.  Therefore  the  State  policy  was 
almost  concentrated  upon  it,  in  order  to  rush  it  on  tc 
completion.  The  bonded  indebtedness  of  the  State 
was  growing  so  large  as  to  frighten  the  people,  and 
they  were  about  ready  to  entertain  a  propositioji  for 
repudiation.  But  the  Governor  had  the  foresight  to 
recommend  such  measures  as  would  maintain  the 
public  credit,  for  which  every  citizen  to-day  feels 
thankful. 

But  perhaps  the  Governor  is  remembered  more  for 
his  connection  witli  the  Mormon  troubles  than  for 
anything  else;  for  it  was  during  his  term  of  office 
that  the  "  Latter- Day  Saints  "  became  so  strong  at 
Nauvoo,  liuilt  their  temple  there,  increased  their  num- 
bers throughout  theooun^-y,  committed  misdemean- 
ors, taught  dangerous  doctrines,  suffered  the  loss  of 
theirleader,  Jo  .Smith,  by  a  violent  death,  were  driven 
out  of  Nauvoo  to  the  far  West,  etc.  Having  been  a 
Judge  for  so  many  years  previously,  Mr.  Ford  of 
course  was  no  i-committal  concerning  Mormon  affairs, 
and  was  therefore  clanned  by  boih  parties  and  also 
accused  by  each  of  sympathizing  too  greatly  with  the 
other  side.  Mormo  lism  claiming  to  be  a  system  of 
religion,  the  Governor  no  doulit  was  "between  two 
fires,"  and  felt  compelled  to  touch  the  matter  rather 
"  gingerly,"  and  doubtless  felt  greatly  relieved  when 
that  pestilential  people  left  the  State.  Such  compli- 
cated matters,  especially  wiien  religion  is  mixed  up 
with  them,  expose  every  jjerson  partici|)ating  in 
them  to  criticism  from  all  parties. 

The  Mexican  War  was  begun  in  the  spring  of 
1845,  and  was  continued  into  the  gubernatorial  term 
of  Mr.  Ford's  suxessor.  The  Governor's  connection 
with  this  war,  however,  was  not  conspicuous,  as  it 
was  only  administrative,  commissioning  officers,  etc. 

Ford's  "  Hiiiory  of  Illinois  "  is  a  VC17  readable  and 
entertaining  work,  of  450  small  octavo  pages,  and  is 
destined  to  increase  in  value  with  the  lapse  of  time. 
It  exhibits  a  natural  flow  of  compact  and  forcible 
thought,  never  failing  to  convey  the  nicest  sense.  In 
tracing  with  his  trenchant  pen  the  devious  operations 
of  the  professional  politician,  in  which  he  is  inimit- 
able, his  account  is  open,  perhaps,  to  the  objection 
that  all  his  contemporaries  are  treated  as  mere  place- 
seekers,  while  many  of  them  have  since  been  judged 
by  the  people  to  be  worthy  statesmen.  His  writings 
seem  slightly  open  to  the  criticism  that  they  exhibit 
a  little  splenetic  partiality  against  those  of  his  con- 
temporaries who  were  prominent  during  his  term  of 
office  as  Governor. 

The  death  of  Gov.  Ford  took  place  at  Peoria,  111,, 
Nov.  2,  1850. 


GO  VERNORS  OF  ILLINOIS. 


143 


Augustus  €.  French, 


?■=;;*>.  ^pv?; 


iUGUSTUS  C.  FRENCH, 
Governor  of  Illinois  from 
1846  to  1852,  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Hill,  in  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire, 
Aug.  2,  1808.  He  was  a 
descendant  in  the  fourth 
generation  of  Nathaniel 
French,  who  emigrated  from  England 
in  1687  and  settled  in  Saybury,  Mass. 
In  early  life  young  French  lost  his 
father,  but  continued  to  receive  in- 
struction from  an  exemplary  and 
Christian  mother  until  he  was  19  years 
old,  when  she  also  died,  confiding  to 
his  care  and  trust  four  younger  broth- 
ers and  one  sister.  He  discharged  his  trust  with 
parental  devotion.  His  education  in  early  life  was 
such  mainly  as  a  common  school  afforded.  For  a 
brief  period  he  attended  Dartmouth  College,  but 
from  pecuniary  causes  and  the  care  of  his  brothers 
and  sister,  he  did  not  graduate.  He  subsequently 
read  law,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1831,  and 
shortly  afterward  removed  to  Illinois,  settling  first  at 
Albion,  Edwards  County,  where  he  established  him- 
self in  the  practice  of  law.  The  following  year  he 
removed  to  Paris,  Edgar  County.  Here  he  attained 
eminence  in  his  profession,  and  entered  public  life 
by  representing  that  county  in  the  Legislature.  A 
strong  attachment  sprang  up  between  him  and  Ste- 
phen A.  Douglas. 

In  1839,  Mr.  French  was  appointed  Receiver  of 
the  United  States  Land  Office  at  Palestine,  Craw- 
ford County,  at  which  place  he  was  a  resident  when 


elevated  to  the  gubernatorial  chair.  In  1844  he  was 
a  Presidential  Elector,  and  as  Such  he  voted  for 
James  K.  Polk? 

The  Democratic  State  Convention  of  1846,  meet- 
ing at  Springfield  Feb.  10,  nominated  Mr.  French 
for  Governor.  Other  Democratic  candidates  were 
Lyman  Trumbull,  lohn  Calhoun  (subsequently  of 
Lecompton  Constitution  notoriety),  Walter  B.  Scates. 
Richard  M.  Young  and  A.  W.  Cavarly,— an  array  of 
very  able  and  prominent  names.  Trumbull  was  per- 
haps defeated  in  the  Convention  by  the  tumor  that 
he  was  opposed  to  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal, 
as  he  had  been  a  year  previously.  For  Lieutenant 
Governor  J.  B.  Wells  was  chosen,  while  other  candi- 
dates were  Lewis  Ross,  Wm.  McMurtry,  Newton 
Cloud,  J.  B.  Hamilton  and  W.  W.  Thompson.  The 
resolutions  declared  strongly  against  the  resuscita- 
tion of  the  old  State  Banks. 

The  Whigs,  who  were  in  a  hopeless  minority,  held 
their  convention  June  8,  at  Peoria,  and  selected 
Thomas  M.  Kilpatrick,  of  Scott  County,  for  Governor, 
and  Gen.  Nathaniel  G.  Wilcox,  of  Schuyler,  for 
Lieutenant  Governor. 

In  the  campaign  the  latter  exposed  Mr.  French's 
record  and  connection  with  the  passage  of  the  in- 
ternal improvement  system,  urging  it  against  his 
election ;  but  in  the  mcntime  the  war  with  Mexico 
broke  out,  regarding  which  the  Whig  record  was  un- 
popular in  this  State.  The  war  was  the  absorbing 
and  dominating  question  of  the  period,  sweeping 
every  other  political  issue  in  its  course.  The  elec- 
tion in  August  gave  Mr.  French  58,700  votes,  and 
Kilpatrick  only  36,775.  Richard  Eells,  Abolitionist 
candidate  for  the  same  office,  received  5,152   vot««s. 
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By  tlie  new  Constitution  of  1848,  a  new  election  for 
State  officers  was  ordered  in  November  of  that  year, 
before  Gov.  French's  terra  was  half  out,  and  he  was 
re-elected  for  the  term  of  four  years.  He  was  there- 
fore tlie  incumbent  for  six  consecutive  years,  the 
only  Governor  of  this  State  who  has  ever  served  in 
that  capacity  so  long  at  one  time.  As  there  was  no 
organized  opposition  to  his  election,  he  received  67,- 
453  votes,  to  5,639  for  Pierre  Menard  (sori  of  the 
first  Lieutenant  Governor),  4,748  for  Charles  V. 
Dyer,  3,834  for  W.  L.  D.  Morrison,  and  1,361  for 
James  L.  D.  Morrison.  But  Wm.  McMurtry,  of 
Knox  County,  was  elected  Lieutenant  Governor,  in 
place  of  Joseph  B.  Wells,  who  was  before  elected 
and  did  not  run  again. 

Governor  French  was  inaugurated  into  office  dur- 
ing the  progress  of  the  Me.xican  War,  which  closed 
during  the  summer  of  1847,  although  the  treaty  of 
Guadalupe  Hidalgo  was  not  made  until  Feb.  2, 
1848.  The  policy  of  Gov.  French's  party  was  com- 
mitted to  that  war,  but  in  connection  with  that  affair 
he  was,  of  course,  only  an  administrative  officer. 
During  his  term  of  office,  Feb.  19,  1847,  the  Legisla- 
ture, by  special  permission  of  Congress,  declared  that 
all  Government  lands  sold  to  settlers  should  be  im- 
mediately subject  to  State  taxation;  before  this  they 
were  exempt  for  five  years  after  sale.  By  this  ar- 
rangement the  revenue  was  materially  increased. 
About  the  same  time,  the  distribution  of  Government 
,'and  warrants  among  the  Mexican  soldiers  as  bounty 
threw  upon  the  market  a  great  quantity  of  good 
lands,  and  this  enhanced  the  settlement  of  the  State. 
The  same  Legislature  authorized,  with  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Governor,  the  sale  of  the  Northern 
Cross  Railroad  (from  Springfield  to  Meredosia,  the 
first  in  the  State  and  now  a  section  of  the  Wabash, 
St.  Louis  &  Pacific).  It  sold  for  $100,000  in  bonds, 
although  it  had  cost  the  State  not  less  than  a  million. 
The  salt  wells  and  canal  lands  in  the  Saline  reserve 
in  Gallatin  County,  granted  by  the  general  Govern- 
ment to  the  State,  were  also  authorized  by  the 
Governor  to  be  sold,  to  apply  on  the  State  debt.  In 
1850,  for  the  first  time  since  1839,  the  accruing  State 
revenue,  exclusive  of  specific  appropriations,  was 
sufficient  to  meet  the  current  demands  upon  the 
treasury.  The  aggregate  taxable  property  of  the 
State  at  this  time  was  over  $100,000,000,  and  the 
population  851,470. 


In  1S49  the  Legisiature  adopted  the  township  or- 
ganization law,  which,  however,  proved  defective, 
and  was  properly  amended  in  1851.  At  its  session 
in  the  latter  year,  the  General  Assembly  also  passed 
a  law  to  exempt  homesteads  from  sale  on  executions 
This  beneficent  measure  had  been  repeatedly  utgecj 
upon  that  body  by  Gov.  French. 

In  1850  some  business  men  in  St.  Louis  com- 
menced to  build  a  dike  opposite  the  lower  part  of 
their  city  on  the  Illinois  side,  to  keep  the  Mississippi 
in  its  channel  near  St.  Louis,  instead  of  breaking 
away  from  them  as  it  sometimes  threatened  to  do. 
This  they  undertook  without  permission  from  the 
Legislature  or  Executive  authority  of  this  State  ;  and 
as  many  of  the  inhabitants  thera  complained  that 
the  scheme  would  inundate  and  ruin  much  valuable 
land,  there  was  a  slight  conflict  of  jurisdictions,  re- 
sulting in  favor  of  the  St.  Louis  project;  and  since 
then  a  good  site  has  existed  there  for  a  city  (East  St. 
Louis),  and  now  a  score  of  railroads  center  there. 

It  was  in  September,  1850,  that  Congress  granted 
to  this  State  nearly  3,000,000  acres  of  land  in  aid  of 
tlie  completion  of  tlie  Illinois  Central  Railroad, 
which  constituted  the  most  important  epoch  in  the 
railroad — we  might  say  internal  imiirovement — his- 
tory of  the  State.  The  road  was  rushed  on  to  com- 
pletion, which  accelerated  the  settlement  of  the  in- 
terior of  the  State  by  a  good  class  of  industrious  citi- 
zens, and  by  the  charter  a  good  income  to  the  State 
Treasury  is  paid  in  from  the  earnings  of  the  road. 

In  1 85  I  the  Legislature  passed  a  law  authorizing 
free  stock  banks,  which  was  the  source  of  much  leg- 
islative discussion  for  a  number  of  years. 

But  we  have  not  space  further  to  particularize 
concerning  legislation.  Gov.  French's  administra- 
tion was  not  marked  by  any  feature  to  be  criticised, 
while  the  country  was  settling  up  as  never  before. 

In  stature,  Gov.  French  was  of  medium  heiglit, 
squarely  built,  light  complexioned,  wiih  ruddy  face 
and  pleasant  countenance.  In  manners  he  was 
plain  and  agreeable.  By  nature  he  was  somewhat 
diffident,  but  he  was  often  very  outspoken  in  his  con- 
victions of  duty.  In  public  speech  he  was  not  an 
orator,  but  was  chaste,  earnest  and  persuasive.  In 
business  he  was  accurate  and  methodical,  and  in  his 
administration  he  kept  up  the  credit  of  the  State. 

He  died  in  1865,  at  his  home  in  Lebanon,  St 
Glair  Co.,  fil. 
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|:OEL  A.  MATTESON,  Governor 
1853-6,  was  born  Aug.  8,  1808, 
in  Jefferson  County,  New  York, 
to  which  yjlace  his  father  had  re- 
moved from  Vermont  three  years 
before.  His  father  was  a  farmer 
in  fair  circumstances,  but  a  com- 
mon English  education  was  all 
that  his  only  son  received.  Young 
Joel  first  tempted  fortune  as  a 
small  tradesman  in  Prescott, 
Canada,  before  he  was  of  age. 
He  returned  from  that  place  to 
his  home,  entered  an  academy, 
taught  school,  visited  the  prin- 
cipal Eastern  cities,  improved  a  farm  his  father  had 
given  him,  made  a  tour  in  tlie  South,  worked  tliere 
in  building  railroads,  experienced  a  storm  on  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  visited  the  gold  diggings  of  Northern 
Georgia,  and  returned  via  Nashville  to  St.  Louis  and 
through  Illinois  to  his  father's  home,  when  he  mar- 
ried. In  1833,  having  sold  his  farm,  he  removed, 
with  his  wife  and  one  child,  to  Illinois,  and  entered 
a  claim  on  Government  land  near  the  head  of  Au 
Sable  River,  in  what  is  now  Kendall  County.  At 
that  time  there  were  not  more  than  two  neighbors 
within  a  range  of  ten  miles  of  his  place,  and  only 
'hree  or  four  houses  between  him  and  Chicago.  He 
opened  a  large  farm,     His  f3.mily   was  boarded  \z 


miles  away  while  he  erected  a  house  on  his  claim, 
sleeping,  during  this  time,  under  a  rude  pole  shed. 
Here  his  life  was  once  placed  in  imminent  peril  by 
a  huge  prairie  rattlesnake  sharing  his  bed. 

In  1835  he  bought  largely  at  the  Government  land 
sales.  During  the  speculative  real-estate  mania  which 
broke  out  in  Chicago  in  1836  and  spread  over  the  State, 
he  sold  his  lands  under  the  inflation  of  that  period 
and  removed  to  Joliet.  In  1838  he  became  a  heavy 
contractor  on  the  Illinois  &  Michigan  Canal.  Upon 
the  completion  of  his  job  in  1841,  when  hard  times 
prevailed,  business  at  a  stand,  contracts  paid  in  State 
scrip;  when  all  the  public  works  except  the  canal 
were  abandoned,  the  State  offered  for  sale  700  tons 
of  railroad  iron,  which  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Mat- 
teson  at  a  bargain.  This  he  accepted,  shipped  and 
sold  at  Detroit,  realizing  a  very  handsome  profit, 
enough  to  pay  off  all  his  canal  debts  and  leave  him  a 
surplus  of  several  thousand  dollars.  His  enterprise 
next  prompted  him  to  start  a  woolen  mill  at  Joliet, 
in  which  he  prospered,  and  which,  after  successive 
enlargements,  became  an  enormous  establishment. 

In  1842  he  was  first  elected  a  State  Senator,  but, 
by  a  bungling  apportionment,  'JfVx  Pearson,  a  Senator 
holding  over,  was  found  to  be  in  the  same  district, 
and  decided  to  be  entitled  to  represent  it.  Mat- 
teson's  seat  was  declared  vacant.  Pearson,  however 
with  a  nobleness  difficult  to  appreciate  in  this  day  of 
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greed  for  office,  unwilling  to  represent  his  district 
under  the  circumstances,  immediately  resigned  his 
unexpired  term  of  two  years.  A  bill  was  passed  in  a 
few  hours  ordering  a  new  election,  and  in  ten  days' 
time  Mr.  Matteson  was  returned  re-elected  and  took 
his  seat  as  Senator.  From  his  well-known  capacity 
as  a  business  man,  he  was  made  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  ou  Finaace,  a  position  he  held  during 
this  half  and  two  full  succeeding  Senatorial  terms, 
discharging  its  iin|X)rtant  duties  with  ability  and  faith- 
fulness. Besides  his  extensive  woolen-inill  interest, 
when  work  was  resumed  on  the  canal  under  the  new 
ioan  of  $[,600,000  he  again  became  a  heavy  con- 
tractor, and  also  subsequently  operated  largely  in 
building  railroads.  Thus  he  showed  himself  a  most 
energetic  and  thorough  business  man. 

He  was  nominated  for  Governor  by  the  Demo- 
cratic State  Convention  which  met  at  Springfield 
April  20,  1852.  Other  candidates  before  the  Con- 
vention were  D.  L.  Gregg  and  F.  C.  Sherman,  of 
Cook;  John  Dement,  of  Lee  ;  Thomas  L.  Harris,  of 
Menard;  Lewis  W.  Ross, of  Fulton;  and  D.  P.  Bush, 
of  Pike.  Gustavus  Koerner,  of  St.  Clair,  was  nom- 
inated for  Lieutenant  Governor.  For  the  same  offices 
the  Whigs  nominated  Edwin  B.  Webb  and  Dexter  A. 
Knowlton.  Mr.  Matteson  received  80,645  votes  at 
the  election,  while  Mr.  Webb  received  64,408.  Mat- 
teson's  forte  was  not  on  the  stump;  he  had  not  cul- 
tivated the  art  of  oily  flattery,  or  the  faculty  of  being 
all  things  to  all  men.  His  intellectual  qualities  took 
rather  the  direction  of  efficient  executive  ability.  His 
turn  consisted  not  so  much  in  the  adroit  manage- 
ment of  party,  or  the  powerful  advocacy  of  great  gov- 
ernmental principles,  as  in  those  more  solid  and 
enduring  operations  which  cause  the  physical  devel- 
opment and  advancement  of  a  State, — of  commerce 
and  business  enterprise,  into  which  he  labored  with 
success  to  lead  the  people.  As  a  politician  he  was 
just  and  liberal  in  his  views,  and  both  in  official  and 
private  life  he  then  stood  untainted  and  free  from 
blemish.  As  a  man,  in  active  benevolence,  social 
firtues  and  all  the  amiable  qualities  of  neighbor  or 
citizen,  he  had  few  superiors.  His  messages  present 
a  perspicuous  array  of  facts  as  to  the  condition  of  the 
State,  and  are  often  couched  in  forcible  and  elegant 
diction. 

The  greatest  excitement  during  his  term  of  office 
was  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Compromise,  by  Con- 


gress, under  the  leadership  of  Stephen  A.  Douglas  in 
1854,  when  the  bill  was  passed  organizing  the  Terri- 
tory of  Kansas  and  Nebraska.  A  large  portion  of 
the  Whig  party  of  the  North,  througli  their  bitter  op- 
position to  tfie  Democratic  parly,  naturally  drifted 
into  the  doctrine  of  anti-slavery,  and  thus  led  to  what 
was  temporarily  called  the  "Anti-Nebraska"  party, 
while  the  followers  of  Douglas  were  knovvn  as  "  Ne- 
braska or  Douglas  Democrats."  It  was  during  this 
embryo  stage  of  the  Republican  party  that  Abraham 
Lincoln  was  brought  forward  as  the  "Anti-Nebraska" 
candidate  for  the  United  States  Senatorship,  while 
Gen.  James  Shields,  the  incumbent,  was  re-nom- 
inated by  the  Democrats.  But  after  a  fewballotings 
in  the  Legislature  (1855),  these  men  were  dropped, 
and  Lyman  Trumbull,  an  Anti-Nebraska  Democrat, 
was  brought  up  by  the  former,  and  Mr.  Matteson, 
then  Governor,  by  the  latter.  On  the  nth  ballot 
Mr.  Trumbull  obtained  one  majority,  and  was  ac- 
cordingly declared  elected.  Before  Gov.  Matteson 's 
term  expired,  the  Republicans  were  fully  organized 
as  a  national  party,  and  in  1856  put  into  the  field  a 
full  national  and  State  ticket,  carrying  the  State,  but 
not  the  nation. 

The  Legislature  of  r855  passed  two  very  import- 
ant measures, — the  present  free-school  system  and  a 
submission  of  the  Maine  liquor  law  to  a  vote  of  the 
people.  The  latter  was  defeated  by  a  small  majority 
of  the  popular  vote. 

During  the  four  years  of  Gov.  Matteson's  admin- 
istration the  taxable  wealth  of  the  State  was  about 
trebled,  from  $137,818,079  to  $349,957,272;  the  pub- 
lic debt  was  reduced  from  $17,398,985  to  $[2,843,- 
144;  taxation  was  at  the  same  time  reduced,  and  the 
State  resumed  paying  interest  on  its  debt  in  New 
York  as  fast  as  it  fell  due ;  railroads  were  increased 
in  their  mileage  from  something  lebs  than  400  to 
about  3.000 ;  and  the  population  of  Chicago  was 
nearly  doubled,  and  its  commerce  more  than  quad- 
rupled. 

Before  closing  this  account, we  regret  that  we  have 
to  say  that  Mr.  Matteson,  in  all  other  respects  an 
upright  man  and  a  good  Governor,  was  implicated 
in  a  false  re-issue  of  redeemed  canai  scrio,  amount- 
ing to  $224,182.66.  By  a  suit  in  the  Sangamon  Cir- 
cuit Court  the  State  recovered  the  princi[)al  and  all 
the  interest  excepting  $27,500. 

He  died  in   the  winter  of  1872-3,  at  Chicago. 
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LLIAM  H.  BISSELL,  Gov- 
ernor 1857-60,  was  born 
^1?  April  25,  iSir,  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  near 
Painted  Post,  Yates  County. 
His  parents  were  obscure, 
honest,  God-fearing  people, 
who  reared  their  children  under  the  daily 
example  of  industry  and  frugality,  accord- 
ing to  the  custom  of  that  class  of  Eastern 
society.  Mr.  Bissell  received  a  respecta- 
ble but  ncjt  thorough  academical  education. 
By  assiduous  application  he  acquired  a 
K^  knowledge  of  medicine,  and  in  his  early 
manhood  came  West  and  located  in  Mon- 
roe County,  this  State,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  that  profession.  But  he  was  not  enam- 
ored of  his  calling:  he  was  swayed  i>y  a  broader 
ambition,  to  such  an  extent  that  the  mysteries  of  the 
healing  art  and  its  arduous  duties  failed  to  yield  him 
further  any  charms.  In  a  few  years  he  discovered 
his  choice  of  a  profession  to  be  a  mistake,  and  when 
he  approached  the  age  of  30  he  sought  to  begin 
anew.  Dr.  Bissell,  no  doubt  unexpectedly  to  him- 
self, discovered  a  singular  facility  and  charm  of 
speech,  the  exercise  of  which  acquired  for  him  a 
ready  local   notoriety.     It  soon  came  lo  be  under- 


stood that  he  desired  to  abandon  his  profession  and 
take  up  that  of  the  law.  During  terms  of  Court  he 
would  spend  his  time  at  the  county  seat  among  the 
members  of  the  Bar,  who  extended  to  him  a  ready 
welcome. 

It  was  not  strange,  therefore,  that  he  should  drift 
into  public  life.  In  1S40  he  was  elected  as  a  Dem- 
ocrat to  the  Legislature  from  Monroe  County,  and 
was  an  efficient  member  of  that  i)ody.  On  his  re- 
turn Iiome  he  qualified  himself  for  admission  to  the 
Bar  and  speedily  rose  to  the  front  rank  as  an  advo- 
cate. His  powers  of  oratory  were  captivating.  With  a 
pure  diction,  charming  and  inimitable  gestures, 
clearness  of  statement,  and  a  remarkable  vein  of  sly 
humor,  his  efforts  before  a  jury  told  with  irresistible 
effect.  He  was  chosen  by  the  Legislature  Prosecut- 
ing Attorney  for  the  Circuit  in  which  he  lived,  and 
in  that  position  he  fully  discharged  his  duty  to  the 
State,  gained  the  esteem  of  the  Bar,  and  seldom 
failed  to  convict  the  offender  of  the  law. 

In  stature  he  was  somewhat  tall  and  slender,  and 
with  a  straight,  military  bearing,  he  presented  a  dis- 
tinguished appearance.  His  complexion  was  dark, 
his  head  well  poised,  though  not  large,  his  address 
pleasant  and  manner  winning.  He  was  exemplary 
in  his  habits,  a  devoted  husband  and  kind  parent. 
He  was  twice  married,  the  first  time  to  Miss  James, 
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of  Monroe  County,  by  whom  he  had  two  children, 
both  daughters.  She  died  soon  after  the  year  1840, 
and  Mr.  B.  married  for  his  second  wife  a  daughter 
of  Elias  K.  Kane,  previously  a  United  States  Senator 
from  this  State.  She  survived  hia">  but  a  short  time, 
and  died  without  issue. 

When  the  war  with  Mexico  was  declared  in  1846, 
Mr.  Bissell  enlisted  and  was  elected  Colonel  of  his 
regiment,  over  Hon.  Don  Morrison,  by  an  almost 
unanimous  vote, — 807  to  6.  Considering  the  limited 
opportunities  he  had  had,  he  evinced  a  high  order  of 
military  talent.  On  the  bloody  field  of  Buena  Vista 
he  acquitted  himself  with  intrepid  and  distinguished 
ability,  contributing  with  his  regiment,  the  Second 
Illinois,  in  no  small  degree  toward  saving  the  waver- 
ing fortunes  of  our  arms  during  that  long  and  fiercely 
contested  battle. 

After  his  return  home,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  he 
was  elected  to  Congress,  his  opponents  being  the 
Hons.  P.  B.  Fouke  and  Joseph  Gillespie.  He  served 
two  terms  in  Congress.  He  was  an  ardent  politician. 
During  the  great  contest  of  1850  he  voted  in  favor 
of  the  adjustment  measures;  but  in  1854  he  opposed 
the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Compromise  act  and 
therefore  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill  of  Douglas,  and 
thus  became  identified  with  the  nascent  Republican 
party. 

During  his  first  Congressional  term,  while  the 
Southern  members  were  following  their  old  practice 
of  intimidating  the  North  by  bullying  language, 
and  claiming  most  of  the  credit  for  victories  in  the 
Mexican  War,  and  Jefferson  Davis  claiming  for  the 
Mississippi  troops  all  the  credit  for  success  at  Buena 
Vista,  Mr.  Bissell  bravely  defended  the  Northern 
troops ;  whereupon  Davis  challenged  Bissell  to  a  duel, 
which  was  accepted.  This  matter  was  brought  up 
against  Bissell  when  he  was  candidate  for  Governor 
and  during  his  term  of  office,  as  the  Constitution  of 
this  State  forbade  any  duelist  from  holding  a  State 
office. 

In  1856,  when  the  Republican  party  first  put  forth 
a  candidate,  John  C.  Fremont,  for  President  of  the 
United  States,  the  same  party  nominated  Mr.  Bissell 
for  Governor  of  Illinois,  and  John  Wood,  of  Quincy, 
for  Lieutenant  Governor,  while  the  Democrats  nomi- 
nated Hon.  W.  \..  Richardson,  of  .\dams  County, 
for  Governor,  and  Col.  R.  J.  Hamilton,  of  Cook 
County,  for  Lieutenant  Governor.     The  result  of  the 


election  was  a  plurality  of  4,729  votes  over  Richard- 
son. The  .\merican,  or  Know-Nothing,  party  had  a 
ticket  in  the  field.  The  Legislature  was  nearly  bal- 
anced, but  was  politically  opposed  to  the  Governor. 
His  message  to  the  Legislature  was  short  and  rather 
ordinary,  and  was  criticised  for  expressing  the  sup- 
posed obligations  of  the  people  to  the  incorporators 
of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  Company  and  for  re- 
opening tlie  slavery  question  by  allusions  to  the 
Kansas  troubles.  Late  in  the  session  an  apportion- 
ment bill,  based  upon  the  State  census  of  1855,  was 
passed,  amid  much  partisan  strife.  The  Governor 
at  first  signed  the  bill  and  then  vetoed  it.  A  furious 
debate  followed,  and  the  question  whether  the  Gov- 
ernor had  the  authority  to  recall  a  signature  was 
referred  to  the  Courts,  that  of  last  resort  deciding  in 
favor  of  the  Governor.  Two  years  afterward  another 
outrageous  attempt  was  made  for  a  re-apixsrtionment 
and  to  gerrymander  the  State,  but  the  Legislature 
failed  to  pass  the  bill  over  the  veto  of  the  Governor. 

It  was  during  Gov.  Bissell's  administration  that 
the  notorious  canal  scrip  fraud  was  brought  to  light 
'mplicating  ex-Gov.  Matteson  and  other  prominent 
State  officials.  The  principal  and  interest,  aggregat- 
ing $255,500,  was  all  recovered  by  the  State  except- 
ing $27,500.     (See  sketch  of  Gov.  Matteson.) 

In  1859  an  attempt  was  discovered  to  fraudu- 
lently refund  the  Macalister  and  Stebbins  bonds  and 
thus  rob  the  State  Treasury  of  nearly  a  quarter  of  a 
million  dollars.  The  State  Government  was  impli- 
cated in  this  affair,  and  to  this  day  remains  unex- 
plained or  unatoned  for.  For  the  above,  and  other 
matters  previously  mentioned,  Gov.  Bissell  has  been 
severely  criticised,  and  he  has  also  been  most  shame- 
fully libelled  and  slandered. 

On  account  of  e.xposure  in  the  army,  the  remote 
cause  of  a  nervous  form  of  disease  gained  entrance 
into  his  system  and  eventually  developed  paraplegia, 
affecting  his  lower  extremities,  which,  while  it  left 
his  body  in  comparative  health,  deprived  him  of  loco- 
motion except  by  the  aid  of  crutches.  While  he  was 
generally  hopeful  of  ultimate  recovery,  tliis  myste- 
rious disease  pursued  him,  without  once  relaxing  its 
stealthy  hold,  to  the  close  of  his  life,  March  18, 
1S60,  over  nine  months  before  tlie  expiration  of  his 
gubernatorial  term,  at  the  early  age  of  48  years.  He 
died  in  the  faith  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  o\ 
which  he  hari  been  a  member  since  1854. 
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J:OHN  WOOD,  Governo.-  1860-1,  and 
':^««  the  first  settler  of  Qaincy,  111., 
was  bom  in  the  town  of  Sempro- 
nius  (now  Moravia),  Cayuga  Co., 
N.  Y.,  Dec.  20,  1798.  He  was 
the  second  child  and  only  son  of 
Dr.  Daniel  Wood.  His  mother, 
nee  Catherine  Crause,  was  of 
German  parentage,  and  died 
while  he  was  an  infant.  Dr. 
Wood  was  a  learned  and  skillful 
physician,  of  classical  attain- 
ments and  proficient  in  several 
modern  lai.guages,  who,  after 
serving  throughout  the  Revolu- 
tionary War  as  a  Surgeon,  settled  on  the  land  granted 
him  by  the  Government,  and  resided  there  a  re- 
spected and  leading  influence  in  his  section  until  his 
death,  at  the  ripe  age  of  92  years. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  impelled  by  the  spirit 
of  Western  adventure  then  pervading  everywhere, 
left  his  home,  Nov.  2,  1818,  and  passed  the  succeed- 
ing winter  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  The  following  sum- 
mer he  pushed  on  to  Illinois,  landing  at  Shawneetown, 
and  spent  the  fall  and  following  winter  in  Calhoun 
County.  In  1820,  in  company  with  Willard  Keyes, 
he  settled  in  Pike  County,  about  30  miles  southeast 
of  Quincy,  where  for  the  next  two  years  he  pursued 
farming.  In  1821  he  visited  "theBlaflfs"  (as  the 
present  site  of  Quincy  was  called,  then  uninhabited) 
and,  pleased  with  its  prospects,  soon  after  purchased 
a  quarter-section  of  land  near  by,  and  in  the  follow- 
ing fall  (1822)  erected  near  the  river  a  small  cabin. 
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18  X  20  feet,  the  first  building  in  Quincy,  of  which 
he  then  became  the  first  and  for  some  months  the 
only  occupant. 

About  this  time  he  visited  his  old  friends  in  Pike 
County,  chief  of  wliom  was  William  Ross,  the  lead- 
ing man  in  building  up  the  village  of  Atlas,  of  that 
county,  which  was  thought  then  to  be  the  possible 
commencement  of  a  city.  One  day  they  and  others 
were  traveling  together  over  the  country  between  the 
two  points  named,  making  observations  on  the  com- 
parative merits  of  the  respective  localities.  On  ap- 
proaching the  Mississippi  near  Mr.  Wood's  place, 
the  latter  told  his  companions  to  follow  him  and  he 
would  show  them  where  he  was  going  to  build  a  city. 
They  went  about  a  mile  off  the  main  trail,  to  a  high 
point,  from  which  the  view  in  every  direction  was 
most  magnificent,  as  it  had  been  for  ages  and  as  yet 
untouched  by  the  hand  of  man.  Before  them  swept 
by  the  majestic  Father  of  Waters,  yet  unburdened  by 
navigation.  After  Mr.  Wood  had  expatiated  at 
length  on  the  advantages  of  the  situation,  Mr.  Ross 
replied,  "  But  it's  too  near  Atlas  ever  to  amount  to 
anything!" 

Atlas  is  still  a  cultivated  farm,  and  Quincy  is  » 
city  of  over  30,000  population. 

In  1824  Mr.  Wood  gave  a  newspaper  notice, 
as  the  law  then  prescribed,  of  his  intention  to  apply 
to  the  General  Assemlily  for  the  formation  of  a  new 
county.  This  was  done  the  following  winter,  result- 
ing in  the  establishment  of  the  present  Adams 
Cour.ty.  During  the  next  summer  Quincy  was  se- 
lected as  the  county  seat,  it  and  the  vicinity  then 
containing  but  four  adult  male   residents   and   half 
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that  number  of  females.  Since  that  period  Mr. 
Wood  resided  at  the  place  of  his  early  adoption  un- 
til his  death,  and  far  more  than  any  other  man  was 
he  identified  with  every  measure  of  its  progress  and 
history,  and  almost  continuously  kept  in  public  posi- 
tions. 

He  was  one  of  the  early  town  Trustees,  and  after 
the  place  became  a  city  he  was  often  a  member  ol 
the  City  Council,  many  times  elected  Mayor,  in  the 
face  of  a  constant  large  opposition  political  majority. 
In  1850  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate.  In  1856, 
on  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party,  he  was 
chosen  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  State,  on  the 
ticket  with  Wm.  H.  Bissell  for  Governor,  and  on  the 
death  of  the  latter,  March  18,  i860,  he  succeeded  to 
the  Chief  Executive  chair,  which  he  occupied  until 
Gov.  Yates  was  inaugurated  neariy  ten  months  after- 
ward. 

Nothing  very  marked  characterized  the  adminis- 
tration of  Gov.  Wood.  The  great  anti-slavery  cam- 
paign of  i860,  resulting  in  the  election  of  the  honest 
Illinoisan,  Abraham  Lincoln,  t(^  the  Presidency  of  the 
United  States,  occurred  during  the  short  period 
while  Mr.  Wood  was  Governor,  and  tii^e  excitement 
and  issues  of  that  struggle  dominated  over  every 
other  consideration, — indeed,  supplanted  them  in  a 
great  measure.  The  people  of  Illinois,  during  all 
that  time,  were  passing  the  comparatively  petty  strifes 
under  Bissell's  administration  to  the  overwhelming 
issue  of  preserving  the  whole  nation  from  destruction. 
In  186 1  ex-Gov.  Wood  was  one  of  the  five  Dele- 
gates from  Illinois  to  the  "  Peace  Convention  "  at 
Washington,  and  in  April  of  the  same  year,  on  the 
breaking  out  of  the    Rebellion,   he    was   appointed 


Quartermaster-General  of  the  State,  which  position 
he  held  throughout  the  war.  In  1864  he  took  com- 
mand as  Colonel  of  the  137  th  111.  Vol.  Inf.,  with 
whom  he  served  until  the  period  of  enlistment  ex- 
pired. 

Politically,  Gov.  Wood  was  always  actively  identi- 
fied with  the  Whig  and  Republican  parties.  Few 
men  have  in  personal  experience  comprehended  so 
many  surprising  and  advancing  local  changes  as 
vested  in  the  more  than  half  century  recollections  of 
Gov.  Wood.  Sixty-four  years  ago  a  solitary  settler 
on  the  "Bluffs,"  with  no  family,  and  no  neighbor 
within  a  score  of  miles,  the  world  of  civilization  away 
behind  him,  and  the  strolling  red-man  almost  his 
only  visitant,  he  lived  to  see  growing  around  him, 
and  under  his  auspices  and  aid,  overspreading  the 
wild  hills  and  scraggy  forest  a  teaming  city,  second 
only  in  size  in  the  State,  and  surpassed  nowhere  in 
beauty,  prosperity  and  promise;  whose  psople  recog- 
nize as  with  a  single  voice  the  proverbial  honor  and 
liberality  that  attach  to  the  name  and  lengthened 
life  of  their  pioneer  settler,  "the  old  Governor." 

Gov.  Wood  was  twice  married, — first  in  January, 
1826,  to  Ann  M.  Streeter,  daughter  of  Joshua  Streeter, 
formerly  of  Salem,  Washington  Co.,  N.  Y.  They  had 
eight  children.  Mrs.  W.  died  Oct.  8,  1863,  and  in 
Tune,  1865,  Gov.  Wood  married  Mrs.  Mary  A.,  widow 
of  Rev.  Joseph  T.  Holmes.  Gov.  Wood  died  June  4, 
1880,  at  his  residence  in  Quincy.  Four  of  his  eight 
children  are  now  living,  namely:  Ann  E.,  wife  of 
Gen.  John  TlUson;  Daniel  C,  who  married  Mary  J. 
Abernethy;  John,  Jr.,  who  married  Josephine  Skinner, 
and  Joshua  S.,  who  married  Annie  Bradley.  The 
last  mentioned  now  resides  at  Atchison,  Kansas,  and 
all  the  rest  are  still  at  Quincy. 
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^^'^ICHARD  YATES,  the  "War 
''*  Governor,"  1S61-4,  was  born 
:'■>*  Jan.  18,  18 1 8,  on  the  banks  of 
/,  the  Ohio  River,  at  Warsaw, 
'^4  Gallatin  Co.,  Ky.  His  lather 
m*  "^°^^^  ''^  1S31  to  Illinois,  and 
^  afier  stopping  for  a  time  in 
Springfield,  settled  at  Island 
Grove,  Sangamon  County.  Here, 
after  attending  school,  Richard  joined 
the  family.  Subsequently  he  entered 
Illinois  College  at  Jacksonville, 
where,  in  1S37,  he  graduated  with 
flist  honors.  He  chose  for  his  pro- 
fession the  law,  the  Hon.  J.  J.  Har- 
din being  his  instructor.  After  ad- 
mission to  the  Bar  he  soon  rose  to  distinction  as  an 
advocate. 

Gifted  with  a  fluent  and  ready  oratory,  he  soon 
appeared  in  the  political  hustings,  and,  being  a 
passionate  admirer  of  the  great  Whig  leader  of  the 
West.  Henry  Clay,  he  joined  his  political  fortunes  to 
■  he  party  of  his  idol.  In  1840  he  engaged  with  great 
^■idor  in  the  exciting  "hard  cider"  campaign  for 
r'arrison.  Two  years  later  he  was  elected  to  the 
Legislature  from  Morgan  County,  a  Democratic 
stronghold.  He  served  three  or  four  terms  in  the 
Legislature,  and  such  was  the  fascination  of  his  ora- 
tory that  by  1850  his  large  Congressional  District, 
extending  from  Morgan  and  Sangamon  Counties 
lorth  to  include  LaSalle,  unanimously  tendered  him 
tne  Whig  nomination  for  Congress.  His  Democratic 
opponent  was  Maj.  Thomas  L.  Harris,  a  very  pop- 
I'lar  man  who  had  won  distinction  at  the  battle  of 
Cerro  Gordo,  in  the  Mexican  War,  and  who  had 
Deaten  Hon.  Stephen  T.  Logan  for  the  same  position. 


;  two  years  before,  by  a  large  majority.  Yates  wag 
elected.  Two  years  later  he  was  re-elected,  over 
John  Calhoun. 

It  was  during  Yates  second  term  in  Congress  that 
the  great  question  of  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Com- 
promise was  agitated,  and  the  bars  laid  down  for  re- 
opening the  dreaded  anti-slavery  question.  He  took 
strong  grounds  against  the  repeal,  and  thus  became 
identified  with  the  rising  Republican  party.  Conse- 
quently he  fell  into  the  minority  in  his  district,  which 
was  pro-slavery.  Even  then,  in  a  third  contest,  he 
fell  behind  Major  Harris  only  200  votes,  after  the 
district  had  two  years  before  given  Pierce  2,000 
majority  for  President. 

The  Republican  State  Convention  of  i860  met  at 
Decatur  May  9,  and  nominated  for  the  office  of  Gov- 
ernor Mr.  Yates,  in  preference  to  Hon.   Norman  B. 
Judd,  of  Chicago,  and  Leonard  Swett,  of  Blooming- 
ton,  two  of  the  ablest  men  of  the   State,  who  were 
also  candidates  before  the  Convention.     Francis  A. 
Hoffman,   of  DuPage   County,   was    nominated  foi 
Lieutenant  Governor.     This  was  the  year  when  Mr. 
Lincoln  was  a  candidate  for  President,  a  period  re- 
membered  as   characterized   by   the  great  whidpool 
which  precipitated  the  bloody  War  of  the  Rebellion. 
The  Douglas  Democrats  nominated   J.  C.  Allen  cf 
Crawford  County,  for  Governor,  and   Lewis  W.  Ross, 
of  Fulton  County,  for  Lieutenant  Governor.     The 
Breckenridge  Democrats  and  the  Bell-Everett  party 
had  also  full  tickets  in  the  field.     After  a  most  fear- 
ful campaign,  the  result  of  the   election  gave  Mr. 
Yates  172,196  votes,  and   Mr,   Allen   159,253.     Mr. 
Yates  received  over  a  thousand  more  votes  than  did 
Mr.  Lincoln  himself. 
Gov.  Yates  occupied  the  chair  of  State  during  the 
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most  critical  period  of  our  country's  history.  In  the 
fate  of  the  natiofi  was  involved  that  of  each  State. 
The  life  struggle  of  the  former  derived  its  sustenance 
from  the  loyalty  of  the  latter;  and  Gov.  Yates 
seemed  to  realize  the  situation,  and  proved  himself 
both  loyal  and  wise  in  upholding  the  Government. 
He  had  a  deep  hold  upon  the  affections  of  tlie 
people,  won  by  his  moving  eloquence  and  genial 
manners.  Erect  and  symmetrical  in  person,  of  pre- 
possessing appearance,  with  a  winning  address  and  a 
magnetic  power,  few  men  possessed  more  of  the  ele- 
ments of  popularity.  His  oratory  was  scholarly  and 
captivating,  his  hearers  hardly  knowing  why  they 
were  transported.  He  was  social  and  convivial.  In 
the  latter  respect  he  was  ultimately  carried  too  far. 

The  very  creditable  military  efforts  of  this  State 
during  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  in  putting  into  the 
field  the  enormous  number  of  about  zoo,ooo  soldiers, 
were  ever  promptly  and  ably  seconded  by  his  excel- 
lency ;  and  the  was  ambitious  to  deserve  the  title  of 
"the  soldier's  friend."  Immediately  after  the  battle  of 
Shiloh  he  repaired  to  the  field  of  carnage  to  look 
after  the  wounded,  and  his  appeals  for  aid  were 
promptly  responded  to  by  the  people.  His  procla- 
mations calling  for  volunteers  were  impassionatt; 
appeals,  urging  upon  the  people  the  duties  and  re- 
quirements of  patriotism;  and  his  special  message 
in  1863  to  the  Democratic  Legislature  of  this  State 
pleading  for  material  aid  for  the  sick  and  wounded 
soldiers  of  Illinois  regiments,  breathes  a  deep  fervor 
of  noble  sentiment  and  feeling  rarely  equaled  in 
beauty  or  felicity  of  expression.  Generally  his  mes- 
sages on  political  and  civil  aff;iirs  were  able  and  com- 
prehensive. During  his  administration,  however, 
there  were  no  civil  events  of  an  engrossing  character, 
although  two  years  of  his  time  were  replete  wiili 
partisan  quarrels  of  great  bitterness.  Military  ar- 
rests, Knights  of  the  Golden  Circle,  riot  in  Fulton 
County,  attempted  suppression  of  the  Chicago  Times 
and  the  usurping  State  Constitutional  Convention  of 
1862,  were  the  chief  local  topics  that  were  exciting 
during  the  Governor's  term.  This  Convention  assem- 
bled Jan.  7,  and  at  once  took  the  high  position  that 
'he  law  calling  it  was  no  longer  binding,  and  that  it 
.'.ad  supreme  power;  that  it  represented  a  virtual 
assemblage  of  the  whole  people  of  the  State,  and  was 
sovereign  in  the  exercise  of  all  power  necessary  to 
effect  a.  peaceable  revolution  of  the  State  Government 


and  to  the  re-establishment  of  one  for  the  "  happiness, 
prosperity  and  freedom  of  the  citizens,"  limited  only 
by  the  Federal  Constitution.  Notwithstanding  the 
law  calling  the  Convention  required  its  members  to 
take  an  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  State 
as  well  as  that  of  the  general  Government,  they 
utterly  refused  to  take  such  oath.  They  also  as- 
sumed legislative  powers  and  passed  several  import- 
ant "laws!"  Interfering  with  the  (then)  present 
executive  duties,  Gov.  Yates  was  provoked  to  tell 
them  plainly  that  "  he  did  not  acknowledge  the  right 
of  the  Convention  to  instruct  him  in  the  performance 
of  his  duty." 

In  1863  the  Governor  astonished  the  Democrats 
by  "  proroguing  "  their  Legislature.  This  body,  after 
a  recess,  met  June  2,  that  year,  and  soon  began  to 
waste  time  upon  various  partisan  resolutions ;  and, 
while  the  two  houses  were  disagreeing  upon  the 
question  of  adjourning  j?'«ir  die,  the  Governor,  having 
the  authority  in  such  cases,  surprised  them  all  by 
adjourning  them  "  to  the  Saturday  next  preceding  the 
first  Monday  in  January,  1865  !"  This  led  to  great 
excitement  and  confusion,  and  to  a  reference  of  the 
Governor's  act  to  the  Supreme  Court,  who  decided  in 
liis  favor.  Then  it  was  the  Court's  turn  to  receive 
abuse  for  weeks  and  months  afterward. 

During  the  autumn  of  1864  a  conspiracy  was  de- 
tected at  Chicago  which  had  for  its  object  the  liber- 
ation of  the  prisoners  of  war  at  Camp  Douglas,  the 
burning  of  the  city  and  the  inauguration  of  rebellion 
in  the  North.  Gen.  Sweet,  who  had  charge  of  the 
camp  at  the  time,  first  had  his  suspicions  of  danger 
aroused  by  a  number  of  enigmatically  worded  letters 
which  passed  through  the  Camp  postoffice.  K  de- 
tective afterward  discovered  that  the  rebel  Gen. 
Marmaduke  was  in  the  city,  under  an  assumed 
name,  and  he,  with  other  rebel  officers — Grenfell, 
Morgan,  Cantrell,  Buckner  Morris,  and  Charles 
Walsh — was  arrested,  most  of  whom  were  convicted 
by  a  court-martial  at  Cincinnati  and  sentenced  to 
imprisonment, — Grenfell  to  be  hung.  The  sentence 
of  the  latter  was  afterward  commuted  to  imprison- 
ment for  life,  and  all  the  others,  after  nine  months' 
imprisonment,  were  pardoned. 

In  March,  1873,  Gov.  Yates  was  appointed  a  Gov- 
ernment Director  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad,  in 
which  office  he  continued  until  his  decease,  at  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  on  the  27th  of  November  following. 
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JCHARD  J.  OGLESBY,  Gov- 
ernor 1865-S,  and  re-elected 
in  1872  and  1884,  was  born 
July  25,  1824,  in  Oldham  Co., 
Ky., — the  State  which  might 
SC-^  be  considered  the  "  mother  of 
Illinois  Governors."  Bereft  of 
his  parents  at  the  tender  age 
of  eight  years,  his  early  education 
was  neglected.  When  12  years  of 
age,  and  after  he  had  worked  a  year 
and  a  half  at  the  carpenter's  trade, 
he  removed  with  an  uncle,  Willis 
Oglesby,  into  whose  care  he  had 
been  committed,  to  Decatur,  this 
State,  where  he  continued  his  ap- 
|irenticeship  as  a  mechanic,  working  si.x  months  for 
Hon.  E.  O.  Smith. 

In  1844  he  commenced  studying  law  at  Spring- 
field, witli  Judge  Silas  Robbins,  and  read  with  him 
one  year.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1845,  and 
commenced  the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession  at 
Sullivan,  the  county  seat  of  Moultrie  County. 

The  next  year  the  war  with  Mexico  was  com- 
menced, and  in  June,  1846,  Mr.  Oglesby  volunteered, 
was  elected  First  Lieutenant  of  Co.  C,  Fourth  Illinois 
Regiment  of  Volunteers,  and  participated  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Vera  Cruz  and  Cerro  Gordo. 

On  his  return  he  sought  to  perfect  his  law  studies 
by  attending  a  course  of  lectures  at  Louisville,  but 
on  the  breaking  out  of  the  California  "gold  fever  "  in 
1849,  he  crossed  the  plains  and  mountains  to  the 
new  Eldorado,  driving  a  six-mule  team,  with  a  com- 
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pany  of  eight  men,  Henry  Prather  being  the  leader. 

In  1852  he  returned  home  to  Macon  County,  and 
was  placed  that  year  by  the  Whig  party  on  the  ticket 
of  Presidential  Electors.  In  1856  he  visited  Europe, 
Asia  and  Africa,  being  absent  20  months.  On  his 
return  home  he  resumed  the  practice  of  law,  as  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Gallagher,  Wait  &  Oglesby. 
In  1858  he  was  the  Republican  nominee  for  the 
Lower  House  of  Congress,  but  was  defeated  by  the 
Hon.  James  C.  Robinson,  Democrat.  In  i860  he 
was  elected  to  the  Illinois  State  Senate  ;  and  on  the 
evening  the  returns  of  this  election  were  coming  in, 
Mr.  Oglesby  had  a  fisticuff  encounter  with  "  Cerro 
Gordo  Williams,"  in  which  he  came  out  victorious, 
and  which  was  regarded  as  "  the  first  fight  of  the 
Rebellion."  The  following  spring,  when  the  war 
had  commenced  in  earnest,  his  ardent  nature 
quickly  responded  to  the  demands  of  patriotism  and 
he  enlisted.  The  extra  session  of  the  Legislature 
elected  him  Colonel  of  the  Eighth  Illinois  Infantry, 
the  second  one  in  the  State  raised  to  suppress  the 
great  Rebellion. 

He  was  shortly  entrusted  with  important  com- 
mands. For  a  time  he  was  stationed  at  Bird's  Point 
and  Cairo;  in  April  he  was  promoted  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral ;  at  Fort  Donelson  his  brigade  was  in  the  van, 
being  stationed  on  the  right  of  General  Grant's  army 
and  the  first  brigade  to  be  attacked.  He  lost  500 
men  before  re-inforcements  arrived.  Many  of  these 
men  were  from  Macon  County.  He  was  engaged  in 
the  battle  of  Corinth,  and,  in  a  brave  charge  at  this 
place,  was  shot  in  the  left  lung  with  an  ounce  ball, 
and  was  carried  from  the  field  in  expectation  of  im- 
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mediate  death.  That  rebel  ball  he  carries  to  this 
day.  On  his  partial  recovery  he  was  promoted  as 
Major  General,  for  gallantry,  his  commission  to  rank 
from  November,  1862.  In  the  spring  of  1863  he 
was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  i6th  Army 
Corps,  but,  owing  to  inability  from  the  effects  of  liis 
wound,  he  relinquished  this  command  in  July,  that 
year.  Gen.  Grant,  however,  refused  to  accept  his 
resignation,  and  he  was  detailed,  in  December  follow- 
ing, to  court-martial  and  try  the  Surgeon  General  of 
the  Army  at  Washington,  where  he  remained  until 
May,  1864,  when  he  returned  home. 

The  Republican,  or  Union,  State  Convention  of 

1864  was  held  at  Springfield,  May  25,  when  Mr. 
Oglesby  was  nominated  for  the  office  of  Governor, 
while  other  candidates  before  the  Convention  were 
Allen  C.  Fuller,  of  Boone,  Jesse  K.  Dubois,  of  Sanga- 
mon, and  John  M.  Palmer,  of  Macoupin.  Wm. 
Bross,  of  Chicago,  was  nominated  for  Lieutenant 
Governor.  On  the  Democratic  State  ticket  were 
James  C.  Robinson,  of  ("lark,  for  Governor,  and  S. 
Corning  Judd,  of  Fulton,  for  Lieutenant  Governor. 
The  general  election  gave  Gen.  Oglesby  a  majority 
of  about  31,000  votes.  The  Republicans  had  also  a 
majority  in  both  the  Legislature  and  in  tlie  repre- 
sentation in  Congress. 

Gov.  Oglesby  was  duly  inaugurated  Jan.  17,  1865. 
The  day  before  the  first  time  set  for  his  installation 
death  visited  his  home  at  Decatur,  and  took  from  it 
his  only  son,  an  intelligent  and  sprightly  lad  of  six 
years,  a  great  favorite  of  the  bereaved  parents.  This 
caused  the  inauguration  to  be  postponed  a  week. 

The  political  events  of  the  Legislative  session  of 

1865  were  the  election  of  ex-Gov.  Yates  to  tlie 
United  States  Senate,  and  the  ratification  of  the  i3tli 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
abolishing  slavery.  This  session  also  signalized 
itself  by  repealing  the  notorious  "  black  laws,"  part 
of  which,  although  a  dead  letter,  had  held  their  place 
upon  the  statute  books  since  1819.  Also,  laws  re- 
quiring the  registration  of  voters,  and  establishing  a 
State  Board  of  Equalization,  were  passed  by  this  Leg- 
islature. But  the  same  body  evinced  that  it  was  cor- 
ruptly influenced  by  a  mercenary  lobby,  as  it  adopted 
some  bad  legislation,  over  tlie  Governor's  veto,  nota- 
bly an  amendment  to  a  charter  for  a  Chicago  horse 
railway,  granted  in  1859  for  25  years,  and  now 
sought  to  be  extended  99  years.  As  this  measure 
was  promptly  passed  over  his  veto  by  both  branches 
of  the  Legislature,  he  deemed  it  useless  further  to 
attempt  to  check  their  headlong  career.  At  this 
session  no  law  of  a  general  useful  character  or  public 
interest  was  perfected,  unless  we  count  such  the 
turning  over  of  the  canal  to  Chicago  to  be  deepened. 
The  session  of  1867  was  still  more  productive  of 
private  and  special  acts.  Many  omnibus  bills  were 
prof>csed,  and  some  passed.  Tiie  contests  over  the 
tocation  of  the   Industrial  College,  the  Capital,  the 


Southern  Penitentiary,  and  the  canal  enlargement 
and  Illinois  River  improvement,  dominated  every- 
thing else. 

During  the  year  1872,  it  became  evident  that  if 
the  Republicans  could  re-elect  Mr.  Oglesby  to  the 
office  of  Governor,  they  could  also  elect  him  to  tlie 
United  States  Senate,  which  they  desired  to  do. 
Accordingly  they  re-nominated  him  for  the  Execu- 
tive chair,  and  placed  upon  the  ticket  with  him  for 
Lieutenant  Governor,  John  L.  Beveridge,  of  Cook 
County.  On  the  other  side  the  Democrats  ]):it  into 
the  field  Gustavus  Koerner  for  Governor  and  John 
C.  Black  for  Lieutenant  Governor.  The  election 
gave  the  Republican  ticket  majorities  ranging  from 
3S'334  to  56,174, — the  Democratic  defection  being 
caused  mainly  by  their  having  an  old-time  Whig  and 
Abolitionist,  Horace  Greeley,  on  the  national  ticket 
for  President.  According  to  the  general  understand- 
ing had  beforehand,  as  soon  as  the  Legislature  met 
it  elected  Gov.  Oglesby  to  the  United  States  Senate, 
whereupon  Mr.  Beveridge  became  Governor.  Sena- 
tor Oglesby 's  term  expired  March  4,  1879,  having 
served  his  party  faithfully  and  exhibited  an  order  of 
statesmanship  beyond  criticism. 

During  the  campaign  of  1884  Mr.  Oglesby  was 
nominated  for  a  "third  term"  as  Executive  of  the 
State  of  Illinois,  against  Carter  H.  Harrison,  Mayor 
of  Chicago,  nominated  by  the  Democrats.  Both 
gentlemen  "stumped  "  the  State,  and  while  the  peo- 
ple elected  a  Legislature  which  was  a  tie  on  a  join': 
ballot,  as  between  the  two  parties,  they  gave  the 
jovial  "  Dick"  Oglesby  a  majority  of  15,018  for  Gov- 
ernor, and  he  was  inaugurated  Jan.  30,  1885.  The 
Legislature  did  not  fully  organize  until  this  date,  on 
account  of  its  equal  division  between  the  two  main 
parties  and  tlie  consequent  desperate  tactics  of  each 
party  to  clieckmate  the  latter  in  the  organization  of 
the  House. 

Gov.  Oglesby  is  a  fine-appearing,  affable  man,  with 
regular,  well  defined  features  and  rotund  face.  In 
stature  he  is  a  little  above  medium  height,  of  a  large 
frame  and  somewhat  fleshy.  His  pliysical  appear- 
ance is  striking  and  prepossessing,  while  his  straight- 
out,  not  to  say  bluff,  manner  and  speech  are  well 
calculated  favorably  to  impress  the  average  masses. 
Ardent  in  feeling  and  strongly  committed  to  the  pol- 
icies of  his  party,  he  intensifies  Republicanism 
among  Republicans,  while  at  the  same  time  his  jovia. 
and  liberal  manner  prevents  those  of  the  opposite 
party  from  hating  him. 

He  is  quite  an  effective  stump  orator.  With  vehe- 
ment, passionate  and  scornful  tone  and  gestures, 
tremendous  physical  power,  which  in  sjieaking  he 
exercises  to  the  utmost;  witli  frequent  descents  to 
the  grotesque;  and  with  abundant  homely  compari- 
sons or  frontier  figures,  expressed  in  the  broadest 
vernacular  and  enforced  with  stentorian  emphasis, 
he  delights  a  promiscuous  audience  beyond  measure. 
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^■^'t^OHN  Mc  AU1,EY  PALMER,  Gov- 
ernor 1869-72,  was  born  on 
Engle  Creek,  Scott  Co.,  Ky  , 
Sept.  13,  1817.  Daring  his  in- 
fancy, his  father,  who  had  been 
a  soldier  in  tiie  war  of  i8r2,  re- 
moved to  Christian  Co.,  Ky., 
where  lands  were  cheap.  Here 
the  future  Governor  of  the  great 
Prairie  State  spent  his  childhood 
and  received  such  meager  school- 
ing as  the  new  and  sparsely  set- 
tled country  afforded.  To  this 
he  added  materially  by  diligent 
reading,  for  which  he  evinced  an 
eaily  aptitude,  fiis  father,  an  ardent  Jackson  man, 
was  also  noted  for  his  anti-slavery  sentiments,  which 
he  thoroughly  impressed  upon  his  children.  In  1831 
he  emigrated  to  Illinois,  settling  in  Madison  County. 
Here  the  labor  of  improving  a  farm  was  pursued  for 
about  two  years,  when  the  death  of  Mr.  Palmer's 
mother  broke  up  the  family.  About  this  time  Alton 
College  was  opened,  on  the  "manual  labor  "  system, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1834  young  Palmer,  with  his 
elder  brother,  Eliiiu,  entered  this  school  and  remained 
18  months.  Next,  for  over  three  years,  he  tried 
variously  coopering,  peddling  and  school-teaching. 

During    the    summer  of    1838  he  formed  the  ac- 
quain'unce  of  Stei^)hcn  A.  Douglas,  then  making  his 


first  canvass  for  Congress.  Young,  eloquent  and  in 
political  accord  with  Mr.  Palmer,  he  won  his  confi- 
dence, fired  his  ambition  and  fixed  his  purpose.  The 
following  winter,  while  teaching  near  Canton,  he  be- 
gan to  devote  his  spare  time  to  a  desultory  reading 
of  laiv,  and  in  the  spring  entered  a  law  office  at  Car- 
linville,  making  his  home  with  his  elder  brother, 
Elihu.  (The  latter  was  a  learned  clergyman,  of  con- 
siderable orginality  of  thought  and  doctrine.)  On 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Supreme  Court  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar,  Douglas  being  one  of  his  examiners. 
He  was  not  immediately  successful  in  his  profession, 
and  would  have  located  elsewhere  than  Carlinville 
had  he  the  requisite  means.  Thus  his  early  poverty 
was  a  blessing  in  disguise,  for  to  it  he  now  attributes 
the  success  of  his  life. 

From  1839  on,  while  he  diligently  pursued  his 
profession,  he  parlici[)ated  more  or  less  in  local 
politics.  In  1843  he  became  Probate  Judge.  In 
1847  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Constitutional  Con 
vention,  where  he  took  a  leading  part.  In  1852  hd 
was  elected  to  the  State  Senate,  and  at  the  special 
session  of  February,  1854,  true  to  the  anti-slaverj 
sentiments  bred  in  him,  he  took  a  firm  stand  in  op- 
position to  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Compromise, 
and  when  the  Nebraska  question  became  a  partj 
issue  he  refused  to  receive  a  re-nomination  for  th( 
Senatorship  at  the  hands  of  the  Democracy,  issuinj, 
a  circular  to  that  effect.     A   few   weeks   afterward, 
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however,  hesitating  to  break  with  his  party,  he  par- 
ticit)ated  in  a  Congressional  Convention  which  nomi- 
T.  L.  Harris  against  Richard  Yates,  and  which 
unqualifiedly  approved  the  principles  of  the  Kansas- 
Nebraska  act.  But  later  in  the  campaign  he  made 
the  plunge,  ran  for  the  Senate  as  an  Anti-Nebraska 
Democrat,  and  was  elected.  The  following  winter 
ne  put  ill  nomination  for  tlie  ^United  States  Senate 
Mr.  Trumbull,  and  was  one  of  the  five  steadfast  men 
who  voted  for  him  until  all  the  Whigs  came  to  their 
support  and  elected  their  man. 

In  1856  he  was  Chairman  of  the  Republican  State 
Convention  at  Bloomington.  He  ran  for  Congress  in 
1859,  but  was  defeated.  In  i860  he  was  Republican 
Presidential  Elector  for  the  State  at  large.  In  1861 
he  was  appointed  one  of  the  five  Delegates  (all  Re- 
publicans) sent  by  Illinois  to  the  peace  <:ongress  at 
Washington. 

When  the  civil  conflict  broke  out,  he  offered  his 
services  to  his  country,  and  was  elected  Colonel  of  the 
:4th  111.  Vol.  Inf ,  and  participated  in  the  engagements 
at  Island  No.  10;  at  Farmington,  where  he  skillfully 
extricated  his  command  from  a  dangerous  position  ; 
at  Stone  River,  where  his  division  for  several  hours, 
Dec.  31,  1862,  held  the  advance  and  stood  like  a 
rock,  and  for  his  gallantry  there  he  was  made  Major 
General;  at  Chickamauga,  where  his  and  Van  Cleve's 
divisions  for  two  hours  maintained  their  position 
when  they  were  cut  off  by  overpowering  numbers. 
Under  Gen.  Sherman,  he  was  assigned  to  the  14th 
Army  Corps  and  participated  in  the  Atlanta  campaign. 
At  Peach-Tree  Creek  his  prudence  did  much  to  avert 
disaster.  In  February,  1865,  Gen.  Palmer  was  as- 
signed to  the  military  administration  of  Kentucky, 
which  was  a  delicate  post.  That  State  was  about 
half  rebel  and  half  U)iion,  and  those  of  the  latter 
element  were  daily  fretted  by  the  loss  of  their  slaves. 
He,  who  had  been  bred  to  the  rules  of  common  law, 
trembled  at  the  contemplation  of  his  extraordinary 
power  over  the  persons  and  property  of  his  fellow 
men,  with  which  lie  was  vested  in  his  capacity  as 
military  Governor;  and  he  exhibited  great  caution  in 
the  execution  of  the  duties  of  his  post. 

Gen.  Palmer  was  nominated  for  Governor  of  Illi- 
nois by  the  Republican  State  Convention  which  met 
at  Peoria  May  6,  1868,  and  his  nomination  would 
probably  liave  been  made  by  acclamation  had  he  not 
oersistenily  declared  that  he  could  not  accept  a  can- 


didature for  the  office.  The  result  of  the  ensuing 
election  gave  Mr.  Palmer  a  majority  of  44,707  over 
John  R.  Eden,  the  Democratic  nominee. 

On  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature  in  January, 
i86g,  the  first  thing  to  arrest  public  attention  was 
that  portion  of  the  Governor's  message  which  took 
broad  Slate's  rights  ground.  This  and  some  minor 
points,  which  were  more  in  keeping  with  the  Demo- 
cratic sentiment,  constituted  the  e.itering  wedge  fjr 
the  criticisms  and  reproofs  he  afterward  received 
from  the  Republican  party,  and  ultimately  resulted 
in  his  entire  aleniation  from  the  latter  element.  The 
Legislature  just  referred  to  was  noted  for  the  intro- 
duction of  numerous  bills  in  the  interest  of  private 
parties,  which  were  embarrassing  to  the  Governor. 
Among  the  public  acts  passed  was  that  which  limited 
railroad  charges  for  passenger  travel  to  a  maximum 
of  three  cents  per  mite ;  and  it  was  passed  over  the 
Governor's  veto.  Also,  they  passed,  over  his  veto, 
the  "tax-grabbing  law"  to  pay  rsiilrocd  subscriptions, 
the  Chicago  Lake  Front  bill,  etc.  The  new  State 
Constitution  of  1870,  far  superior  to  the  old,  was  a 
peaceful  "  revolution"  which  took  place  during  Gov. 
Palmer's  term  of  office.  The  suffering  caused  by  the 
great  Chicago  Fire  of  October,  1871,  was  greatly 
alleviated  by  the  prompt  responses  of  his  excellency. 

Since  the  expiration  of  Gov.  Palmers's  term,  he  has 
been  somewhat  prominent  in  Illinois  politics,  and 
has  been  talked  of  by  many,  especially  in  the  Dem- 
ocratic party,  as  the  best  man  in  the  State  for  a 
United  States  Senator.  His  business  during  life  has 
been  that  of  the  law.  Few  excel  him  in  an  accurate 
appreciation  of  the  depth  and  scope  of  its  principles- 
The  great  number  of  his  able  veto  messages  abun- 
dantly testify  not  only  this  but  also  a  rare  capacity  to 
point  them  out.  He  is  a  logical  and  cogent  reasoner 
and  an  interesting,  forcible  and  convincing  speaker, 
though  not  fluent  or  ornate.  Without  brilliancy,  his 
dealings  are  rather  with  facts  and  ideas  than  with 
appeals  to  passions  and  prejudices.  He  is  a  patriot 
and  a  statesman  of  very  high  order.  Physically  he  is 
above  the  medium  heiglit,  of  robust  frame,  ruddy 
complexion  and  sanguine-nervous  temperament.  He 
has  a  largo  cranial  development,  is  vivacious,  social 
in  disposition,  easy  of  approach,  iniostentatiousin  his 
habits  of  life,  democratic  in  his  habits  and  manners 
and  is  a  true  American  in  his  fundamental  principle.' 
of  statesmanship. 
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OHN   LOWRiE  BEVER- 
IDGE,  Governor  1873-6,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Green- 
wich, Washington  Co.,  N.  Y., 
July    6,    1824.       His    parents 
were  George  and  Ann  Bever- 
^!&^i,^j^   idge.     His  father's  parents,  An- 
drew and  Isabel  Beveridge,  be- 
fore   their    marriage    emigrated 
from    Scotland  just   before   the 
Revolutionary  War,  settling    in 
Washington  County.    His  father 
was  the  eldest  of  eight  brothers,  the 
youngest  of  whom  was  60  years  of 
age  when  the  first  one  of  the  num- 
ber died.     His   mother's    parents, 
lames  and  Agnes  Hoy,  emigrated 
from  Scotland  at  the  close  of  the 
Revolutionary  War,  settling  also  in 
p  Washington  Co.,  N.  Y.,  with  their 
^     first-born,  whose  "  native  land  "was 
*!5f^      the  wild  ocean.     His   parents   and 
grand  [jarents  lived  beyond  the  time 
allotted  to  man,  their   average   age 
;  over  80  years.     They  belonged  to  the  "  Asso- 
Chuich,"  a   seceding   Presbyterian    body    of 


America  from  the  old  Scotch  school ;  and  so  rigid 
was  the  training  of  young  Beveridge  that  he  never 
heard  a  sermon  from  any  other  minister  except  that 
of  his  own  denomination  until  he  was  in  his  19th 
year.  Later  in  life  he  became  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  which  relation  he  still 
holds. 

Mr.  Beveridge  received  a  good  common-school  ed- 
ucation, but  his  parents,  who  could  obtain  a  livelihood 
only  by  rigid  economy  and  industry,  could  not  send 
him  away  to  college.  He  was  raised  upon  a  farm, 
and  was  in  liis  i8th  year  when  the  family  removed 
to  De  Kalb  County,  this  State,  when  that  section  was 
very  sparsely  settled.  Chicago  had  less  than  7,000 
inhabitants.  In  this  wild  West  he  continued  as  a 
farm  laborer,  teaching  school  during  the  winter 
months  to  supply  the  means  of  an  education.  In  the 
fall  of  1S42  he  attended  one  term  at  the  academy  at 
Granville,  Putnam  Co.,  111.,  and  subsequently  several 
terms  at  the  Rock  River  Seminary  at  Mount  Morris, 
Ogle  Co.,  III.,  completing  the  academic  course.  At 
this  time,  the  fall  of  1845,  his  parents  and  brothers 
were  anxious  to  have  him  go  to  college,  even  though 
he  had  not  money  sufficient;  but,  njt  willing  to  bur- 
den tlie  family,  he  packed  his  trunk  and  with  only 
$40   in  money   started   South    to  seek    his  fortune 
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Poor,  alone,  without  friends  and  influence,  he  thus 
entered  upon  the  battle  of  life. 

First,  he  taught  school  in  Wilson,  Overton  and 
Jackson  Cos.,  Tcnn.,  in  wliich  experience  he  under- 
went considerable  mental  drill,  both  in  book  studies 
and  in  the  ways  of  the  world.  He  read  law  and  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar,  in  the  South,  but  did  not  learn 
to  love  the  institution  of  slavery,  aliliough  he  ad- 
mired many  features  of  Southern  character.  In  De- 
cember, 1S47,  he  returned  North,  and  Jan.  20,  1848, 
he  married  Miss  Helen  M.  Judson,  in  the  old  Clark- 
Street  M.  E.  church  in  Chicago,  her  father  at  that 
time  being  Pastor  of  the  society  there.  In  the  spring 
of  1848  he  returned  with  his  wife  to  Tennessee, 
where  his  two  children.  Alia  May  and  Philo  Judson, 
were  born. 

In  the  fall  of  1849,  through  the  mismanagement 
of  an  associate,  he  lost  what  little  he  had  accumu- 
lated and  was  left  in  debt.  He  soon  managed  to 
earn  means  to  pay  his  debts,  returned  to  De  Kalb 
Co.,  111.,  and  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession at  Sycamore,  the  county  seat.  On  arrival 
from  the  South  he  had  but  one-quarter  of  a  dollar  in 
money,  and  scanty  clothing  and  bedding  for  himself 
and  family.  He  borrowed  a  little  money,  practiced 
j'aw,  worked  in  public  offices,  kept  books  for  some  of 
the  business  men  of  the  town,  and  some  railroad  en- 
gineering, till  the  spring  of  1854,  when  he  removed 
to  Evanston,  12  miles  north  of  Chicago,  a  place  then 
but  recently  laid  out,  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Northwestern  University,  a  Methodist  institution. 
Of  the  latter  his  father-in-law  was  then  financial 
agent  and  business  manager.  Here  Mr.  Beveridge 
prospered,  and  the  next  year  (1855)  opened  a  law 
office  in  Chicago,  where  he  found  the  battle  some- 
what hard;  but  he  persevered  with  encouragement 
and  increasing  success. 

Aug.  12,  1861,  his  law  partner.  Gen.  John  F. 
Farnsworth,  secured  authority  to  raise  a  regiment  of 
cavalry,  and  authorized  Mr.  Beveridge  to  raise  a 
company  for  it.  He  succeeded  in  a  few  days  in  rais- 
ing the  company,  of  course  enlisting  himself  along 
with  it.  The  regiment  rendezvoused  at  St.  Charles, 
111.,  was  mustered  in  Sept.  :8,  andon  its  organiza- 
tion Mr.  B.  was  elected  Second  Major.  It  was  at- 
tached, Oct.  II,  to  the  Eighth  Cavalry  and  to  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac.  He  served  with  the  regiment 
until  November,  1863,  participating  in  some  40  bat- 


tles and  skirmishes  :  was  at  Fair  Oaks,  the  seven  days' 
fight  around  Richmond,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellors- 
ville  and  Gettysburg.  He  commanded  the  regiment 
the  greaterpart  of  the  summer  of  1863,  and  it  was  while 
lying  in  camp  this  year  that  he  originated  the  policy 
of  encouraging  recruits  as  well  as  the  fighting  capac- 
ity of  the  soldiery,  by  the  wholesale  furlough  system 
It  worked  so  well  that  many  other  officers  adopted 
it.  In  the  fall  of  this  year  he  recruited  anothercom- 
pany,  against  heavy  odds,  in  January,  1864,  was 
commissioned  Colonel  of  the  17th  111.  Cav.,  and 
skirmished  around  in  Missouri,  concluding  with  the 
reception  of  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Kirby  Smith's 
army  in  Arkansas.  In  1S65  he  commanded  various 
sub-districts  in  the  Southwest.  He  was  mustered 
out  Feb.  6,  1S66,  safe  from  the  casualties  of  war  and 
a  stouter  man  tlian  when  he  first  enlisted.  His  men 
idolized  him. 

He  then  returned  to  Chicago,  to  practice  law,  with 
no  library  and  no  clientage,  and  no  political  experi- 
ence e.xcept  to  help  others  into  office.  In  the  fall  of 
1866  he  was  elected  Sheriff  of  Cook  County,  serving 
one  term;  next,  until  November,  1S70,  he  practiced 
law  and  closed  up  the  unfinished  business  of  his 
office.  He  was  then  elected  State  Senator;  in  No- 
vember, 1871,  he  was  elected  Congressman  at  large; 
in  November,  1872,  he  was  elected  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor on  the  ticket  with  Gov.  Oglesby;  the  latter  be- 
ing elected  tothe  U.  S.  Senate,  Mr.  Beveridge  became 
Governor,  Jan.  21,  1873.  Thus,  inside  of  a  few 
weeks,  he  was  Congressman  at  large.  Lieutenant 
Governor  and  Governor.  The  principal  events  oc- 
curring during  Gov.  Beveridge's  administration  were: 
The  completion  of  the  revision  of  the  statutes,  begun 
in  1869;  the  partial  success  of  the  "  farmers'  move- 
ment;" "  Haines'  Legislature  "  and  Illinois'  exhibit  at 
the  Centennial. 

Since  tlie  close  of  his  gubernatorial  term  ex-Gov. 
Beveridge  has  been  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Bever- 
idge &  Dewey,  bankers  and  dealers  in  commercial 
paper  at  7 1  Dearborn  Street  (McCormick  Block), 
Chicago,  and  since  November,  iSSi,  he  has  also  been 
Assistant  United  States  Treasurer-  office  in  the 
Government  Building.  His  residence  is  still  at  Ev- 
anston. 

He  has  a  brother  and  two  sisters  yet  residing  in 
De  Kalb  County — James  H.  Beveridge,  Mrs.  Jennet 
Henry  and  Mrs.  Isabel  French, 
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HELBY  U.  CULLOM,  Gover- 
nor 1877-83,15  the  sixth  child 
of  the  late  Richard  N.  CuUom, 
and  was  born  Nov.  22,  1829,  in 
Wayne  Co.,  Ky.,  where  his  fa- 
ther then  resided,  and  whence 
both  tlie  Illinois  and  Tennessee 
branches  of  the  family  originated.  In 
the  following  year  the  family  emi- 
grated to  the  vicinity  of  Washington, 
Tazewell  Co.,  111.,  when  that  section 
was  very  sparsely  settled.  They  lo- 
cated on  Deer  Creek,  in  a  grove  at 
the  time  occupied  by  a  party  of  In- 
dians, attracted  there  by  the  superior 
hunting  and  fishing  afforded  in  that 
vicinity.  The  following  winter  was 
known  as  the  "  hard  winter,"  the  snow  being  very 
deep  and  lasting  and  the  weather  severely  cold;  and 
tlie  family  had  to  subsist  mainly  on  boiled  corn  or 
hominy,  and  some  wild  game,  for  several  weeks.  In 
the  course  of  time  Mr.  R.  N.  Cullom  became  a  prom- 
inent citizen  and  was  several  times  elected  to  the 
Legislature,  both  before  and  after  the  removal  of  the 
cafiital  from  Vandalia  to  Springfield.  He  died  about 
•873- 

Until  about  19  years  of  age  young  Cullom  grew  up 

to  agricultural  pursuits,  attending  school  as  he  had 

''pportunity  during  the   winter.     Within    this   time, 

»v/ever,  he  spent  several  months  teaching  school. 


and  in  the  following  summer  he  "broke  prairie  "with 
an  ox  team  for  the  neighbors.  With  the  money  ob- 
tained by  these  various  ventures,  he  undertook  a 
course  of  study  at  the  Rock  River  Seminary,  a 
Methodist  institution  at  Mt.  Morris,  Ogle  County 
but  the  sudden  change  to  the  in-door  life  of  a  stu- 
dent told  severely  upon  his  health,  and  he  was  taken 
home,  being  considered  in  a  hopeless  condition.  While 
at  Mt.  Morris  he  heard  Hon.  E.  B.  Washburne  make 
his  first  speech. 

On  recovering  health,  Mr.  Cullom  concluded  to 
study  law,  under  the  instruction  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
at  Springfield,  who  had  by  this  time  attained  some 
notoriety  as  an  able  lawyer;  but  the  latter,  being  ab- 
sent from  his  office  most  of  the  time,  advised  Mr. 
Cullom  to  enter  the  office  of  Stuart  &  Edwards. 
After  about  a  year  of  study  there,  however,  his  health 
failed  again,  and  he  was  obliged  to  return  once  more 
to  out-door  life.  Accordingly  he  bought  hogs  for 
packing,  for  A.  G.  Tyng,  in  Peoria,  and  while  he  re- 
gained his  health  he  gained  in  purse,  netting  $400  in 
a  few  weeks.  Having  been  admitted  to  the  Bar,  he 
went  to  Springfield,  where  he  was  soon  elected  City 
Attorney,  on  the  .\nti-Nebraska  ticket. 

In  1856  he  ran  on  the  Fillmore  ticket  as  a  Presi- 
dential Elector,  and,  although  failing  to  be  elected  as 
such,  he  was  at  the  same  time  elected  a  Representa- 
tive in  the  Legislature  from  Sangamon  County,  by  a 
local  coalition  of  the  American  and  Republican  par- 
ties. On  the  organization  of  the  House,  he  received 
the  vote  of  the  Fillmore  men  for  Speaker.    Practicir^ 
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law  until  i860,  he  was  again  elected  to  the  Legisla- 
ture, as  a  Republican,  while  the  county  went  Demo- 
cratic on  the  Presidential  ticket.  In  January  follow- 
ing he  was  elected  Speaker,  probably  the  youngest 
man  who  had  ever  presided  over  an  Illinois  Legis- 
lature. After  the  session  of  1861,  he  was  a  candidate 
for  the  State  Constitutional  Convention  called  for 
that  year,  but  was  defeated,  and  thus  escaped  the 
disgrace  of  being  connected  with  that  abortive  party 
scheme  to  revolutionize  the  State  Government.  In 
1862  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  State  Senate,  but 
was  defeated.  The  same  year,  however,  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  President  Lincoln  on  a  Government 
Commission,  in  company  with  Gov.  Boutwell  of 
Massachusetts  and  Cnarles  A.  Dana,  since  of  the 
New  York  Sun,  to  investigate  the  affairs  of  the 
Quartermaster's  and  Commissary  Departments  at 
Cairo.     He  devoted  several  months  to  this  duty. 

In  1864  he  enteied  upon  a  larger  political  field, 
being  nominated  as  the  Republican  candidate  for 
Congress  from  the  Eighth  (Springfield)  District,  in 
opposition  to  the  incumbent,  JohnT.  Stuart,  who  had 
been  elected  in  1862  by  about  1,500  majority  over 
Leonard  Swett,  then  of  Bloomington,  now  of  Chicago. 
The  result  was  the  election  of  Mr.  CuUom  in  Novem- 
ber following  by  a  majority  of  1,785.  In  1866  he 
was  re-elected  to  Congress,  over  Dr.  E.  S.  Fowler,  by 
the  magnificent  majority  of  4,103!  In  18C8  he  was 
again  a  candidate,  defeating  the  Hon.  B.  S.  Edwards, 
another  of  his  old  preceptors,  by  2,884  votes. 

During  his  first  term  in  Congress  he  served  on  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  and  Expenditures  in 
the- Treasury  Department;  in  his  second  term,  on 
the  Committees  on  Foreign  Affairs  and  on  Territories  ; 
and  in  his  third  term  he  succeeded  Mr.  Ashley,  of 
Ohio,  to  the  Chairmanship  of  the  latter.  He  intro- 
duced a  bill  in  the  House,  to  aid  in  the  execution  of 
law  in  Utah,  which  caused  more  consternation  among 
the  Mormons  than  any  measure  had  previously,  but 
which,  though  it  passed  the  House,  failed  to  pass  the 
Senate. 

The  Republican  Convention  which  met  May  25, 
1876,  nominated  Mr.  Cullom  for  Governor,  while  the 
other  contestant  was  Gov.  Beveridge.  For  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor they  nominated  Andrew  Shuman,  editor 
of  the  Chicago  Journal.  For  the  same  offices  the 
Democrats,  combining  with  the  Anti-Monopolists, 
placed    in    nomination   Lewis   Steward,   a  wealthy 


farmer  and  manufacturer,  and  A.  A.  Glenn.  The 
result  of  the  election  was  rather  close,  Mr.  Cullom 
obtaining  only  6,800  majority.  He  was  inaugurated 
Jan.  8,  1877. 

Great  depression  prevailed  in  financial  circles  at 
this  time,  as  a  consequence  of  the  heavy  failures  of 
1873  and  afterward,  the  effect  of  which  had  seemed 
to  gather  force  from  that  time  to  the  end  of  Gov. 
Cullom's  first  administration.  This  unspeculative 
period  was  not  calculated  to  call  forth  any  new 
issues,  but  the  Governor's  energies  were  at  one  time 
put  to  task  to  quell  a  spirit  of  insubordination  that 
had  been  begun  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  among  the  laboring 
classes,  and  transferred  to  Illinois  at  Chicago,  East 
St.  Louis  and  Braidwood,  at  which  places  laboring 
men  for  a  short  time  refused  to  work  or  allow  others 
to  work.  These  disturbances  were  soon  quelled  and 
the  wheels  of  industry  again  set  in  motion. 

In  May,  1880,  Gov.  Cullom  was  re-nominated  by 
the  Republicans,  against  Lyman  Trumbull,  by  the 
Democrats;  and  although  the  former  party  was  some- 
what handicapped  in  the  campaign  by  a  zealous 
faction  opposed  to  Grant  for  President  and  to  Grant 
men  for  office  generally,  Mr.  Cullom  was  re-elected 
by  about  3  r  4,565,  to  277,532  for  the  Democratic  State 
ticket.  The  Greenback  vote  at  the  same  time  was 
about  27,000.  Both  Houses  of  the  Legislature  again 
became  Republican,  and  no  representative  of  the 
Greenback  or  Socialist  parties  were  elected.  Gov. 
Cullom  was  inaugurated  Jan.  10,  1S81.  In  his  mes- 
sage he  announced  that  the  last  dollar  of  the  State 
debt  had  been  provided  for. 

March  4,  1883,  the  term  of  David  Davis  as  United 
States  Senator  from  Illinois  expired,  and  Gov.  Cul- 
lo  n  was  chosen  to  succeed  him.  This  promoted 
Lieutenant-Governor  John  M.  Hamilton  to  the  Gov- 
ernorship. Senator  Cullom's  term  in  the  United 
St.'ites  Senate  will  expire  March  4,  1889. 

As  a  practitioner  of  law  Mr.  C.  has  been  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Cullom,  Scholes  &  Mather,  at  Spring- 
field ;  and  he  has  also  been  President  of  the  State 
National  Bank. 

He  has  been  married  twice, — the  first  time  Dec. 
Ill,  1855,  to  Miss  Hannah  Fisher,  by  whom  he  had 
tv^o  daughters;  and  the  second  time  May  5,  1863, 
to  Julia  Fisher.  Mrs.  C  is  a  member  of  the  Method- 
isl  Episcopal  Church,  with  which  religious  body  Mr. 
C.  is  also  in  sympathy. 
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OHN  MARSHALL  HAMIL- 
TON, Governor  1883-5,  '^'^^ 
born  May  28,  1847,  in  a  log 
house  upon  a  farm  about  two 
miles  from  Richwood,  Union 
County,  Ohio.  His  father  was 
Samuel  Hamilton,  the  eldest  son 
cit  Rev.  Wm.  Hamilton,  who,  to- 
gether with  his  brother,  the  Rev. 
Samuel  Hamilton,  was  among  the 
early  pioneer  Methodist  preachers  in 
Ohio.  The  mother  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  was,  before  her  marriage, 
Mrs.  Nancy  McMorris,  who  was 
born  and  raised  in  Fauquier  or  Lou- 
doun County,  Va.,  and  related  to  the 
two  large  families  of  Youngs  and  Marshalls,  well 
known  in  that  commonwealth;  and  from  the  latter 
family  name  was  derived  the  middle  name  of  Gov. 
Hamilton. 

In  March,  1854,  Mr.  Hamilton's  father  sold  out 
his  little  pioneer  forest  home  in  Union  County,  O., 
and,  loading  his  few  household  effects  and  family 
(of  six  children)  into  two  emigrant  covered  wagons, 
moved  to  Roberts  Township,  Marshall  Co.,  111.,  being 
21  days  on  the  route.  Swamps,  unbridged  streams 
and  innumerable  hardships  and  privations  met  them 
oil  their  way.  Their  new  home  had  been  previously 
selected  by  the  father.  Here,  after  many  long  years 
of  toil,  they  succeeded  in  paying  for  the  land  and 
.;iaking  a  comfor'^hip  home.    John  was,  of  course, 


brought  up  to  hard  manual  labor,  with  no  schooling 
except  three  or  four  months  in  the  year  at  a  common 
country  school.  However,  he  evinced  a  capacity 
and  taste  for  a  high  order  of  self-education,  by 
studying  or  reading  what  books  he  could  borrow,  as 
the  family  had  but  very  few  in  the  house.  Much  of 
his  study  he  prosecuted  by  the  light  of  a  log  fire  in 
the  old-fashioned  chimney  place.  The  financial 
panic  of  1857  caused  the  family  to  come  near  losing 
their  home,  to  pay  debts;  but  the  father  and  two 
sons,  William  and  John,  "  buckled  to  "  and  perse- 
vered in  hard  labor  and  economy  until  they  redeemed 
their  place  from  the  mortgage. 

When  the  tremendous  excitement  of  the  political 
campaign  of  i860  reached  the  neighborhood  of  Rob- 
erts Township,  young  Hamilton,  who  had  been 
brought  up  in  the  doctrine  of  anti-slavery,  took  a  zeal- 
ous part  iu  favor  of  Lincoln's  election.  Making  special 
efforts  to  procure  a  little  money  to  buy  a  uniform,  he 
joined  a  company  of  Lincoln  Wide- Awakes  at  Mag- 
nolia, a  village  not  far  away.  Directly  after  the 
ensuing  election  it  became  evident  that  trouble 
would  ensue  with  the  South,  and  this  Wide-Awake 
company,  like  many  others  throughout  the  country, 
kept  up  its  organization  and  transformed  itself  into  a 
military  company.  During  the  ensuing  summer  they 
met  often  for  drill  and  became  proficient ;  but  when 
they  offered  themselves  for  the  war,  young  Hamilton 
was  rejected  on  account  of  his  youth,  he  being  then 
but  14  years  of  age.  During  the  winter  of  1863-4  he 
attended  an  academy  at  Henry,  Marshall  County, 
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and  in  the  following  May  he  again  enlisted,  for  the 
fourtli  time,  when  he  was  placed  in  the  141st  111. 
Vol  Inf.,  a  regiment  then  being  raised  at  Elgin,  111., 
for  the  100-day  service.  He  took  with  him  13  other 
lads  from  his  neighborhood,  for  enlistment  in  the 
service.  This  regiment  operated  in  Southwestern 
Kentucky,  for  about  five  months,  under  Gen.  Paine. 

The  following  winter,  1864-5,  ^f-  Hamilton  taught 
school,  and  during  the  two  college  years  1865-7,  he 
went  through  three  years  of  the  curriculum  of  the 
Ohio  Wesleyan  University  at  Delaware,  Ohio.  The 
third  year  he  graduated,  the  fourth  in  a  class  of  46, 
in  the  classical  department.  In  due  time  he  received 
the  degree  of  M.  A.  For  a  few  months  he  was  the 
Principal  of  Marshall  "  College  "  at  Henry,  an  acad- 
emy under  the  auspices  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  By 
this  time  he  had  commenced  the  study  of  law,  and 
after  earning  some  money  as  a  temporary  Professor 
of  Latin  at  the  Illinois  Wesleyan  University  at 
Bloomington,  he  entered  the  law  office  of  Weldon, 
Tipton  &  Benjamin,  of  that  city.  Each  member  of 
this  firm  has  since  been  distinguished  as  a  Judge. 
Admitted  to  the  Bar  in  May,  1870,  Mr.  Hamilton 
was  given  an  interest  in  the  same  firm,  Tipton  hav- 
ing been  elected  Judge.  In  October  following  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  J.  H.  Rowell,  at  that  time 
Prosecuting  Attorney.  Their  business  was  then 
small,  but  they  increased  it  to  very  large  proportions, 
practicing  in  all  grades  of  courts,  including  even  the 
U.  S.  Supreme  Court,  and  this  partnership  continued 
unbroken  until  Feb.  6,  1883,  when  Mr.  Hamilton 
was  sworn  in  as  Executive  of  Illinois.  On  the  4th 
of  March  following  Mr.  Rowell  took  his  seat  in  Con- 
gress. 

In  July,  187  I,  Mr.  Hamilton  married  Miss  Helen 
M.  Williams,  the  daughter  of  Prof.  Wm.  G.  Williams, 
Professor  of  Greek  in  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  University. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  have  two  daughters  and  one  son. 

In  1876  Mr.  Hamilton  was  nominated  by  the  Re- 
publicans for  the  State  Senate,  over  other  and  older 
competitors.  He  took  an  active  part ''  on  the  stump  " 
in  the  campaign,  for  the  success  of  his  party,  and  was 
elected  by  a  majority  of  1,640  over  his  Democratic- 
Greenback  opponent.  In  the  Senate  he  served  on 
the  Committees  on  Judiciary,  Revenue,  State  Insti- 
tutions, Appropriations,  Education,  and  on  Miscel- 
lany, and  during  the  contest  for  the  election  of  a 
Ut  S.  Senator,  the  Republicans  endeavoring  to  re- 


elect John  A.  Logan,  he  voted  for  the  war  chief  on 
every  ballot,  even  alone  when  all  the  other  Republi- 
cans had  gone  over  to  the  Hon.  E.  B.  Lawrence  and 
the  Democrats  and  Independents  elected  Judg? 
David  Davis,  hx  this  session,  also,  was  passed  the 
first  Board  of  Health  and  Medical  Practice  act,  of 
which  Mr.  Hamilton  was  a  champion,  againct  zz 
much  opposition  that  the  bill  was  several  times 
"laid  on  the  table."  Also,  this  session  authorized 
the  location  and  establishment  of  a  southern  peni- 
tentiary,  which  was  fixed  at  Chester.  In  the  session 
of  1879  Mr.  Hamilton  was  elected  President /rt; /"^wz. 
of  the  Senate,  and  was  a  zealous  supporter  of  John 
A.  Logan  for  the  U.  S.  Senate,  who  was  this  time 
elected  without  any  trouble. 

In  May,  1880,  Mr.  Hamilton  was  nominated  on 
the  Republican  ticket  for  Lieutenant  Governor,  his 
principal  competitors  before  the  Convention  being 
Hon.  Wm.  A.  James,  ex-Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  Judge  Robert  Bell,  of  '^'abash 
County,  Hon.  T.  T.  Fountain,  of  Perry  County,  and 
Hon.  M.  M.  Saddler,  of  Marion  County.  He  engaged 
actively  in  the  campaign,  and  his  ticket  was  elected 
by  a  majority  of  41,200.  As  Lieutenant  Governor, 
he  presided  almost  continuously  over  the  Senate  in 
the  32d  General  Assembly  and  during  the  early  days 
of  the  33d,  until  he  succeeded  to  tlie  Governorship. 
When  the  Legislature  of  1883  elected  Gov.  Cullom 
to  the  United  States  Senate,  Lieut.  Gov.  Hamilton 
succeeded  him,  under  the  Constitution,  taking  the 
oath  of  office  Feb.  6,  1883.  He  bravely  met  all  the 
annoyances  and  embarrassments  incidental  upon 
taking  up  another's  administration.  The  principal 
events  with  which  Gov.  Hamilton  was  connected  as 
the  Chief  Executive  of  the  State  were,  the  mine  dis- 
aster at  Braidwood,  the  riots  in  St.  Clair  and  Madison 
Counties  in  May,  1883,  the  appropriations  for  the 
State  militia,  the  adoption  of  the  Harper  high-license 
liquor  law,  the  veto  of  a  dangerous  railroad  bill,  etc. 

The  Governor  was  a  Delegate  at  large  to  the 
National  Republican  Convention  at  Chicago  in  June, 

1884,  where  his  first  choice  for  President  was  John 
A.  Logan,  and  second  choice  Chester  A.  Arthur;  but 
he  afterward  zealously  worked  for  the  election  of  Mr. 
Blaine,  true  to  his  party. 

Mr.  Hamilton's  term  as  Governor  e.xpired  Jan.  30, 

1885,  when  the  great  favorite  "Dick"  Oglesby  was 
inaugurated. 
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^'^^OSEPII  AVILSON  FIFER.  This 
distiuguished  gentleman  was 
elected  Goveraor  of  Illinois 
November  6,  1888.  He  was 
popularly  known  during  the 
campaign  as  "Private  Joe."  He 
had  served  with  great  devotion 
to  his  country  during  the  Re- 
bellion, in  the  Thirty-third 
Illinois  Infantry.  A  native  of 
Virginia,  he  was  born  in  1840. 
His  parents,  John  and  Mary 
(Daniels)  Fifer,  were  American 
born,  though  of  German  de- 
scent. His  father  was  a  brick 
and  stone  mason,  and  an  old 
Henry  Clay  Whig  in  politics.  John  and  Mary 
Fifer  had  nine  children,  o/whom  Joseph  was  the 
sixth,  and  naturally,  with  so  large  a  famil}',  it  was 
all  the  father  could  do  to  keep  the  wolf  from  the 
door,  to  say  nothing  of  giving  his  children  any- 
thing like  good  educational  advantages. 

Joseph  attended  school  for  a  while  in  Virgina, 
but  it  was  not  a  good  school,  and  when  his  father 
removed  to  the  West,  in  1857,  Joseph  had  not  ad- 
vanced much  further  than  the  "First  Reader." 
Our  subject  was  sixteen  then  and  suffered  a  great 
misfortune  in  the  loss  of   his  mother.     After  the 


death  of  Mrs.  Fifei-,  which  occurred  in  Missouri, 
the  family  returned  to  Virgina,  but  remained  only 
a  short  time,  as  during  the  same  year  Mr.  Fifer 
came  to  Illinois.  He  settled  in  McLean  County 
and  started  a  brickyard.  Here  Joseph  and  his 
brothers  were  put  to  work.  The  elder  Mr.  Fifer  soon 
bought  a  farm  near  Bloomington  and  began  life 
as  an  agriculturist.  Here  Joe  worked  and  attended 
the  neighboring  school.  He  alternated  farm-work, 
and  brick-laying,  going  to  the  district  school  for 
the  succeeding  few  years.  It  was  all  work  and  no 
play  for  Joe,  yet  it  l)y  no  means  made  a  dull  boy 
of  him.  All  the  time  he  was  thinking  of  the  great 
world  outside,  of  wliich  he  had  caught  a  glimpse 
when  coming  from  Virginia,  yet  he  did  not  know 
just  how  he  was  going  to  get  out  into  it.  He 
could  not  feel  that  the  woods  around  the  new  farm 
and  the  log  cabin,  in  which  the  family  lived,  were 
to  hold  him. 

The  opportunity  to  get  out  into  the  world  was 
soon  offered  to  Jt)uug  Joe.  He  traveled  a  dozen 
miles  barefoot,  in  company'  with  his  brother  George, 
and  enlisted  in  Company  C,  Thirty-third  Illinois 
Infantry,  he  being  then  twenty  years  old.  In  a 
few  days,  the  regiment  was  sent  to  Camp  Butler, 
and  then  over  into  Missouri,  and  saw  some  vigor- 
ous service  there.  After  a  second  time  helping  to 
chase  Price  out  of  Missouri,  the  Thirty-third   Regi- 
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ment  went  down  to  Milliken  's  Bend,  and  for  several 
weeks  "Private  Joe"  worked  on  Grant's  famous 
ditch.  The  regiment  then  joined  the  forces  oper- 
ating against  Port  Gibson  and  Yickshnrg.  Joe 
was  on  guard  duty  in  the  front  ditches  when  tlie 
flag  of  surrender  was  run  up  on  the  4th  of  July, 
and  stuck  the  bayonet  of  liis  gun  into  the  embank- 
ment and  went  into  the  city  with  the  vanguard  of 
Union  soldiers. 

The  next  day,  July  5,  the  Thirty-third  joined 
the  force  after  Jolinston,  who  had  been  threatening 
Grant's  rear;  and  finally  an  assault  was  made  on  him 
at  Jackson,  Miss.  In  this  charge  "Private  Joe"  fell, 
terribl}'  wounded.  He  was  loading  his  gun,  when 
a  minie-ball  struck  him  and  passed  entirely 
through  his  body.  He  was  regarded  as  mortally 
wounded.  His  brother,  George,  who  had  been 
made  a  Lieutenant,  proved  to  be  the  means  of  sav- 
ing his  life.  The  Surgeon  told  him  that  unless  he 
had  ice  his  brother  could  not  live.  It  was  flft^'  miles 
to  the  nearest  point  where  ice  could  be  obtained, 
and  tlie  roads  were  rough.  A  comrade,  a  McLean 
County  man,  who  had  been  wounded,  offered  to 
make  the  trip.  An  ambulance  was  secured  and 
the  brother  soldier  start.ed  on  the  journey.  He  re- 
turned with  tlie  ice,  but  the  trip,  owing  to  the 
roughness  of  the  road,  was  very  hard  on  him.  Af- 
ter a  few  months'  careful  nursing,  Mr.  Fifer  w.asable 
to  come  home.  The  Thirty-tliird  came  home  on  a 
furlough,  and  when  the  boys  were  ready  to  return 
to  the  tented  field,  young  Fifer  was  ready  to  go 
with  them,  for  he  was  determined  to  finish  his 
term  of  three  years.  He  was  mustered  out  in  Oct- 
ober, 1864,  having  been  in  the  service  three  years 
and  two  months. 

"Private  Joe"  came  out  of  the  army  a  tall,  tan- 
ned, and  awkward  young  man  of  twenty-four. 
About  all  he  possessed  was  ambition  to  be  some- 
body— and  pluck.  Though  at  an  age  when  most 
men  have  finished  their  college  course,  the  young 
soldier  saw  that  if  he  was  to  be  anybody  he  must 
have  an  education.  Yet  he  had  no  means  to  ena- 
ble him  to  enter  school  as  most  young  men  do. 
He  was  determined  to  have  an  education,  however, 
and  that  to  him  meant  success.  For  the  following 
four  years  he  struggled   with   his  books.     He   en- 


tered Wesleyan  University  January  1,  1865.  He 
was  not  a  brilliant  student,  being  neither  at  the 
head  nor  at  the  foot  of  liis  class.  He  was  in  great 
earnest,  however,  studied  hard  .in d  came  forth  with 
a  well-stored  and  disciplined  mind. 

Immediately  after  being  graduated,  he  entered 
an  office  at  Bloomington  as  a  law  student.  He 
had  previously  read  law  a  little,  and  as  he  continued 
to  work  hard,  with  the  spur  of  poverty  and  prompt- 
ings of  ambition  ever  with  him,  he  was  ready  to 
h.ang  out  his  professional  shingle  in  1869.  Being 
trustwortliy,  he  soon  gathered  about  him  some  in- 
fluential friends.  In  1871  he  was  elected  Corpor.a- 
tion  Counsel  of  Bloomington.  In  1872  he  w.as 
elected  State's  Attorney  of  McLean  County.  This 
office  he  held  eight  years,  when  he  took  his  seat  in 
the  State  Senate.  He  served  for  four  j'ears.  His 
ability  to  perform  abundance  of  hard  work  made 
him  a  most  valued  member  of  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  Fifer  was  married  in  1870  to  Gertie,  daugh- 
ter of  William  J.  Lewis,  of  Bloomington.  Mr.  Fifer 
is  six  feet  in  height  and  is  spare,  weighing  only  one 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds.  He  has  a  swarthy  com- 
plexion, keen  black  eyes,  quick  movement,  and  pos- 
sesses a  frank  and  sympathetic  nature,  and  natur- 
lly  makes  friends  wlicrever  he  goes.  During  the 
late  gubernatorial  campaign  liis  visits  throughout 
the  State  proved  a  great  power  in  his  behalf.  His 
faculty  of  winning  the  confidence  and  good  wishes 
of  those  with  whom  he  comes  in  personal  contact 
is  a  source  of  great  popularity,  especially  during  a 
political  battle.  As  a  speaker  he  is  fluent,  his  lan- 
guage is  good,  voice  clear  and  agreeable,  andm.an- 
ner  forcible.  His  manifest  earnestness  in  wliat  he 
says,  as  well  as  his  tact  as  a  public  speaker,  and  his 
eloquent  and  forceful  Language,  make  him  a  most 
valuable  campaign  orator  and  a  powerful  pleader 
at  the  bar.  At  the  Republican  State  Convention, 
held  in  May,  1888,  Mr.  Fifer  was  chosen  as  its 
candidate  for  Governor.  He  proved  a  popular 
nominee,  and  the  name  of  "Private  Joe"  became 
familiar  to  eveiyone  throughout  the  State.  He 
waged  a  vigorous  campaign,  was  elected  by  a  good 
majority,  and  in  due  time  assumed  the  duties  of 
the  Chief  Executive  of  Illinois. 
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INT^RODUQT^ORY. 


^^r/f^ZSv^i^jHE  time  has  arrived  when  it 
£:,>\-l,;./7      becomes  the    duty    of   the 
people  of  this  county  to  per- 
petuate the  names  of  their 
pioneers,  to  furnish  a  record 
of   their    early    settlement, 
and  relate  the  story  of  their 
progress.     The  civilization  of  our 
day,  the  enlightenment  of  the  age 
and  the  duty  that  men  of  the  pres- 
ent time  owe  to  their  ancestors,  to 
themselves  and  to  their  posterity, 
demand  that  a  record  of  their  lives 
and  deeds  should  be  made.  In  bio- 
graphical history  is  found  a  power 
to  instruct  man  by  precedent,  to 
n40^,^«*        enliven  the  mental  faculties,  and 
^  "^  to  waft  down  the  river  of  time  a 

safe  vessel  in  which  the  names  and  actions  of  the 
people  who  contributed  to  raise  this  country  from  its 
primitive  state  may  be  preserved.  Surely  and  rapidly 
the  great  and  aged  men,  who  in  their  prime  entered 
the  wilderness  and  claimed  the  virgin  soil  as  their 
heritage,  are  passing  to  their  graves.  The  number  re- 
maining who  can  relate  the  incidents  of  the  first  days 
of  settlement  is  becoming  small  indeed,  so  that  an 
actual  necessity  exists  for  the  collection  and  preser- 
vation of  events  without  delay,  before  all  the  early 
settlers  are  cut  down  by  the  scythe  of  Time. 

To  be  forgotten  has  been  the  great  dread  of  mankind 
from  remotest  ages.  All  will  be  forgotten  soon  enough, 
in  spite  of  their  best  works  and  the  most  earnest 
efforts  of  their  friends  to  perserve  the  memory  of 
their  lives.  The  means  employed  to  prevent  oblivion 
and  to  perpetuate  their  memory  has  been  in  propor- 
tion to  the  amount  of  intelligence  they  possessed. 
ThT  pyramids  of  Egypt  were  built  to  perpetuate  the 
names  and  deeds  of  their  great  rulers. <»  The  exhu- 
mations made  by  the  archeologists  of  Egypt  from 
buried  Memphis  indicate  a  desire  of  those  people 


to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  their  achievements 
The  erection  of  the  great  obelisks  were  for  the  same 
purpose.  Coming  down  to  a  later  period,  we  find  the 
Greeks  and  Romans  erecting  mausoleums  and  monu- 
ments, and  carving  out  statues  to  chronicle  their 
great  achievements  and  carry  them  down  the  ages. 
It  is  also  evident  that  the  iVlound-builders,  in  piling 
up  their  great  mounds  of  earth,  had  but  this  idea — 
to  leave  something  to  show  that  they  had  lived.  All 
these  works,  though  many  of  them  costly  in  the  ex- 
treme, give  but  a  faint  idea  of  the  lives  and  charac- 
ters of  those  whose  memory  they  were  intended  to 
perpetuate,  and  scarcely  anything  of  the  masses  of 
the  people  that  then  lived.  The  great  pyramids  and 
some  of  the  obelisks  remain  objects  only  of  curiosity; 
the  mausoleums,  monuments  and  statues  are  crum- 
bling into  dust. 

It  was  left  to  modern  ages  to  establish  an  intelli- 
gent, undecaying,  immutable  method  of  perpetuating 
a  full  history — immutable  in  that  it  is  almost  un- 
limited in  extent  and  perpetual  in  its  action ;  and 
this  is  through  the  art  of  printing. 

To  the  present  generation,  however,  we  are  in- 
debted for  the  introduction  of  the  admirable  system 
of  local  biography.  By  this  system  every  man,  thougj- 
he  has  not  achieved  what  the  world  calls  greatness, 
has  the  means  to  perpetuate  his  life,  his  history, 
through  the  coming  ages. 

The  scythe  of  Time  cuts  down  all ;  nothing  of  the 
physical  man  is  left.  The  monument  whicli  his  chil- 
dren or  friends  may  erect  to  his  memory  in  the  ceme- 
tery will  crumble  into  dust  and  pass  away;  but  his 
life,  his  achievements,  the  work  he  has  accomplished, 
which  otherwise  would  be  forgotten,  is  perpetuated 
by  a  record  of  this  kind. 

To  preserve  the  lineaments  of  our  companions  we 
engrave  their  portraits,  for  the  same  reason  we  col- 
lect the  attainable  facts  of  their  history.  Nor  do  we 
think  it  necessary,  as  we  speak  only  truth  of  them,  to 
wait  until  they  are  dead,  or  until  those  who  know 
them  are  gone :  to  do  this  we  are  ashamed  only  to 
publish  to  the  world  the  history  of  those  whose  live? 
are  unworthy  of  public  record. 
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rflLLIAM    II.    PELLS,    who    was   so    well 


known  to  the  early  settlers  of  this  commu- 
nity for  his  enterprise,  integrity  and  ster- 
ling wortli,  may  well  be  called  not  only  one  of  the 
fathers  of  Paxton,  but  also  of  Ford  Count}'.  He 
was  a  native  of  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  born  June 
12,  1813.  His  educational  advantages  were  lim- 
ited to  a  few  years'  attendance  at  the  schools  of 
his  native  city,  but  by  reading,  and  contact  with 
the  business  world,  he  became  a  well-informed 
man  and  a  shrewd  financier.  When  only  thirteen 
^•ears  of  age,  he  was  compelled  by  force  of  circum- 
stances to  begin  the  struggle  for  food,  clothing  and 
shelter  on  his  own  account.  His  father,  who  was 
financially  well-to-do,  by  endorsing  for  others  be- 
came involved  in  financial  ruin. 

The  indepeudonce  and  self-reliance  of  young 
William  asserted  tliemselves  in  a  marked  degree. 
Going  to  New  York  City,  he  spent  six  months 
driving  a  milk  wagon,  after  which  he  secured  a 
position  as  clerk  in  a  grocery-store,  continuing 
until  1830.  That  j'sar  witnessed  his  emigration 
to  Palra^'ra,  N.  Y.,  wiiere  he  arrived  penniless. 
Though  not  an  experienced  woodsman,  he  replen- 
ished his  exchequer  by  chopping  wood  and  clear- 
ing land.  Though  a  mere  boy,  he  was  possessed  of 
indomitable  energy,  and  if  he  could  not  get  em- 
ployment to  which  he  was  accustomed,  he  accus- 
tomed himself    to  such   employment   as  he    could 


get.  The  same  business  he  followed  at  Ridgeway. 
There  on  the  19th  of  November,  1831,  he  entered 
the  store  of  II.  Francis  as  clerk.  His  caref  ull}'  hus- 
banded earnings  were  judiciously  invested  in  good 
lands  in  that  vicinity,  which  were  then  quite 
cheap,  and  thus  was  laid  a  safe  foundation  for 
financial  growth.  Domestic  by  nature,  Mr.  Pells 
early  in  life  sought  to  surround  himself  with  the 
hallowed  influences  of  wife  and  home.  The  lady 
of  his  choice  was  Miss  Maria  B.  Whitaker,  a  native 
of  Norfolk,  England,  to  whom  he  was  married  in 
1836. 

After  clerking  ton  years,  Mr.  Pells  became  a  full 
partner  in  the  store  with  his  employer,  and  in 
1846  became  sole  proprietor,  continuing  until 
1851  with  marked  success.  Admitting  his  brother 
to  partnership,  the  business  was  carried  on  by  the 
two  until  1856,  when  Mr.  Pells  disposed  of  his  en- 
tire interest.  The  same  year,  he  purchased  from 
the  Medina  &  Alabama  Plank  Road  Company  that 
part  of  the  road  extending  from  Medina  to  Ridge- 
way. In  the  hands  of  the  company,  it  had  been  a 
losing  investment,  but  Mr.  Pells  with  characteris- 
tic thoroughness  made  it  one  of  the  best  roads  in 
the  State,  paying  a  liberal  yearl}^  dividend  on  the 
large  amount  of  money  expended  in  its  construc- 
tion. He  continued  to  operate  the  road  uutil  the 
charter  expired  in  1881. 

In  1856,  Mr.  Pells   came  to   what    is    now  Ford 
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County,  111.,  though  then  it  w.as  a  part  of  Ver- 
milion County.  He,  R.  R.  Murdock  and  Lcander 
Britt  purchased  the  site  and  laid  out  Prospect 
City,  as  Paxton  was  then  called.  With  commend- 
able pride,  he  watched  the  growth  of  the  infant 
town,  and  to  the  last  heartilj^  assisted  in  every- 
thing that  would  advance  its  growtli.  In  1850, 
he  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  organization  of 
Ford  County,  and  in  making  Paxton  the  scat  of 
justice.  Schools,  churelies  and  charities  of  all  kinds 
found  in  him  a  liberal  sui)porter.  Every  interest 
promising  to  be  beneficial  to  the  town  or  county, 
claimed  his  attention.  He  was  one  of  the  pro- 
moters and  organizers  of  the  Lafayette,  Blooming- 
ton  &  Mississippi  Railroad  Company,  and  for  sev- 
eral years  was  its  Vice-president.  But  for  his  earn- 
est efforts  and  those  of  a  few  others  along  the  line 
of  the  road,  it  probably  never  would  have  been 
built.  It  has  since  become  a  part  of  tlie  Lake  Erie 
&  Western  system. 

In  1S76,  he  visited  Petoskey,  Mich.,  and,  lieing 
favoral)ly  impressed  with  the  climate  and  soil,  pur- 
ch.ased  a  large  tract  of  land  containing  twelve 
thousand  acres  in  Emmet  County,  which  was  then 
almost  an  unbroken  forest,  inhabited  li)'  one 
hundred  whites  and  eleven  hundred  Indians. 
In  1882,  the  Grand  Rapids  it  Indiana  Railroad 
ran  through  INIr.  Pells'  tract  of  land,  near  the 
center  of  which  sprang  up  a  flourishing  town, 
named  b}'  the  railroad  company  in  lK)nor  of  him, 
Pellston. 

In  political  sentiment,  Mr.  Pells  w.as  an  old-line 
Democrat,  and,  though  not  an  .aspirant  for  places 
of  public  trust,  he  held  a  number  of  oHici.al  posi- 
tions.    In  religious  belief,  he  was  a    Universalist. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pells  had  a  family  of  three  chil- 
dren, though  only  two  are  now  living:  Hannah 
W.,  wife  of  Col.  Charles  Bogardus,  of  Paxton;  and 
Edgar  Z.,  who  makes  his  home  with  his  sister, 
Mrs.  Bogardus,  at  Paxton,  111. 

After  al)rief  married  life  of  onl3'ninc  3'ears,  Mr. 
Pells  was  deprived,  by  death,  of  his  companion. 
Notwithstanding  be  survived  iier  over  forty  years, 
she  was  his  only  wedded  companion.  On  the  26th 
of  .Tune,  1886,  Mr.  Pells  joined  his  wife  and  cliild 
in  the  spirit  world,  while  his  body  was  laid  to  rest 
beside  that  of  his   wife   at  Ridge  way,  N.  Y.     He 


was  a  man  possessed  of  such  traits  of  character  as 
are  worthy  to  be  imitated,  and  sliould  never  be 
forgotten;  shrewd  and  far-sighted  in  business  af- 
fairs, scrupulously  honest,  free-hearted,  charitable, 
loving  everybody  with  a  royal  good-will. 
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OIIN  ,J.  WALDSCHMIDT,  one  of  the  hon- 
ored early  settlers  of  P'ord  County,  now 
resides  on  section  20,  Rogers  Township, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  general  farming.  He 
was  born  in  Germany,  April  19,  1826,  and  is  a  son 
of  Frederick  and  Elizabeth  (Colb)  Waldschmidt, 
both  of  whom  spent  their  entire  lives  in  the  Father- 
land. Our  subject  actiuired  his  education  in  Ger- 
many, where  he  attended  the  public  schools  for 
eight  years.  He  then  worked  in  a  copper  mine 
for  a  time,  after  which  he  emigrated  to  the  Now 
World  in  1850.  He  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  a  sail- 
ing-vessel from  Antwerp  and  after  a  voyage  of 
twenty-eight  da)'s  landed  in  New  York  in  June. 
He  then  went  to  Pennsylvania,  where  he  spent  the 
first  summer  working  on  a  railroad.  During  the 
three  succeeding  3'ears  of  his  life  he  was  emploj'cd 
in  a  brickyard  in  New  York,  and  in  1854,  he  emi- 
grated Westward.  He  first  located  on  the  Fox 
River  in  Kendall  County,  111.,  and  was  employed 
in  a  stone  quarry  for  several  years.  He  then  became 
a  partner  in  a  firm  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  brick,  near  Bristol,  for  two  years.  On  the  expi- 
ration of  that  period,  he  returned  to  the  stone 
quarry,  where  he  again  worked  four  years,  after 
which  he  engaged  in  farming  near  Dwight  for  three 
years.  This  was  his  first  experience  as  an  .agricul- 
turist. 

In  1864,  Mr.  Waldschmidt  came  to  Ford  County, 
and  first  purchased  eighty  acres  of  raw  prairie 
land,  constituting  a  part  of  his  present  fine  farm. 
He  broke  it,  fenced  it  and  transformed  the  wild 
tr.act  into  rich  and  fertile  fields.  He  now  owns 
and  operates  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  upon 
which  m.ay  be  found  good  buildings,  and  all  the 
improvements  and  accessories  of  a  model  farm. 

Mr.  AValdschmidt  w.as  married  in  Ottawa,  La 
Salle  Countjf,  111.,  in  1856,  to  Miss  Caroline  Decker, 
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a  native  of  Germany,  and  a  daughter  of  Jacob 
Decker,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  La  Salle  County. 
Unto  them  have  been  born  ten  children:  Eliza,  wife 
of  John  Kerstine,  a  resident  of  Wright  County, 
Iowa;  William,  who  is  married  and  follows  farm- 
ing in  Cedar  County,  Neb.;  Matilda  at  home;  Car- 
oline, wife  of  Joseph  Reising,  who  lives  in  Bloom- 
ington.  111.;  Minnie, wife  of  Clio  Smith,  a  resident  of 
Michigan;  Fred,  who  aids  in  the  operation  of  the 
home  farm;  Louisa  at  home;  Emma, who  is  attend- 
ing Normal  School  in  Bloomington;  Anna  at  home; 
and  John,  who  is  .yei  in  school. 

Mr.  Waldschmidt  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote 
for  Abraham  Lincoln  and  has  sui)ported  each  Presi- 
dential nominee  of  the  Republican  party  since  that 
time.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  success  of 
his  party  but  has  never  been  ottice-seeker.  His 
residence  in  Ford  County  covers  a  period  of  twen- 
ty-eight years,  and  throughout  the  community  he 
is  regarded  as  a  highly  esteemed  citizen.  His 
emigration  to  America  he  need  never  regret,  for 
here  he  has  met  with  prosperity,  has  secured  a  good 
home  and  met  with  many  pleasant  friends. 


HE  MELVIN  SCHOOLS.     This  pretty  little 

J.^  town,  located  on  the  Illinois  Central  liail- 
-_,7  road,  in  Peach  Orchard  Township,  is  noted 
for  its  churches  and  its  public  schools.  The  pub- 
lic schools  are  justlj-  the  pride  of  every  citizen  of 
Melvin.     Their  history  is  as  follows: 

The  first  election  for  district  1,  township  24, 
range  8,  was  held  at  the  residence  of  Charles  Phil- 
lips, April  18,  1870.  At  that  early  date  in  the 
history  of  the  primitive  school,  there  were  only 
five  votes  cast  in  the  district.  August  Bucholz, 
Charles  Phillips  and  William  Lackey  were  elected 
as  the  first  Board  of  Directors.  In  the  fall  of  1870, 
a  small  schoolhouse  was  built  on  the  soutlieast 
corner  of  section  2,  and  in  April,  1871,  the  first 
term  of  school  began,  with  Miss  Hettie  E.  Matliis 
as  teacher,  and  the  enrollment  was  six  males  and 
eight  females. 

Miss  Clara  15.  Huston  was  the  next  teacher,  be- 
ginning in  April,  1872.  She  taught  a  term  of  three 


months,  followed  by  W.  H.  Thompson  as  teacher 
for  the  fall  and  winter  terms.  Fannie  J.  Rotibins 
taught  the  spring  term  of  1873,  and  W.  II.  Thomi)- 
son  the  winter  term.  Mr.  Thompson  was  followed 
by  David  Rookwalter,  who  wielded  the  ferrule  dur- 
ing the  spring  term  of  1874.  He  was  followed  by 
Miss  Emma  L.  Hinchman  for  the  fall  and  winter 
terms. 

In  the  spring  of  1875,  at  a  special  election,  it 
was  voted  to  purchase  a  new  site  in  the  village  of 
Melvin  and  also  to  erect  a  new  schoolhouse.  The 
new  building  was  completed  and  Miss  Clara  B. 
Huston  taught  the  first  term  in  tlie  new  school- 
house.  She  was  followed  by  S.  S.  Max,  who  was 
the  teacher  for  two  consecutive  years,  followed  by 
his  wife  for  a  term  of  two  months.  Then  came 
Koscie  Clinebcll  for  three  years.  He  w.as  a  very 
successful  teacher  and  raised  the  standard  of  the 
school  to  the  front  ranks  of  the  village  schools  of 
the  county  of  Ford.  James  Karr  followed  Mr. 
Clinehell  for  one  year,  beginning  September  1, 
1881.  Frank  McMurray  was  the  next  teacher  for 
one  year.  It  was  then  found  that  it  was  necessary 
to  have  more  room  and  more  teachers,  consequently 
a  new  building,  30x50  feet  and  two  stories  high, 
was  built  adjoining  the  old  schoolhouse. 

Gnyn  Foreman  was  employed  as  principal  and 
Miss  Mattie  Haight  as  primary  teacher,  beginning 
in  September,  1883,  and  they  have  continued  in 
the  same  positions  year  after  j'ear  until  the  present 
time.  In  1887,  it  became  necessary  to  have  another 
teacher,  and  Miss  Ida  Haight  was  employed  as  in- 
termediate teacher,  remaining  two  years.  She  was 
followed  by  Miss  Mary  Heath,  one  year.  Since  the 
schools  increased  so  in  numbers,  it  was  apparent 
to  the  Board  that  the  services  of  another  teacher 
were  necessaiy,  and  Miss  Delia  Hunt  was  employed 
as  intermediate  teacher  and  Miss  Sidney  B.  Fristoe 
as  second  primary  teacher,  both  remaining  until 
the  present  time. 

The  cori)S  of  teachers  is  .as  follows:  Principal, 
Guyn  Foreman;  intermediate,  Miss  Delia  Hunt; 
second  primary.  Miss  Sidney  Fristoe;  primary,  Mrs. 
Mattie  (Haight)  Foreman.  Present  enrollment,  one 
hundred  and  sixty-one:  males,  seventy-four;  fe- 
males, eighty-seven. 

The  first  Board  of  Directors  was  followed  by  the 
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election  of  Lot  Robb  in  1872,  James  D.  Carroll  in 
1873,  T.  D.  Thompson  in  1874,  Enoch  S.  Hunt  in 
1875,  August  Bucholz  in  1876,  F.  M.  Steepleton  in 
1877, T.  D.  Thompson  in  1877,  D..T.  Freese  in  1878 
(to  fill  vacanc.y  by  the  removal  of  F.  M.  Steepleton), 
C.  W.  Freelove,  1879,  T.  D.  Thompson  in  1880, 
D.J.  Freese,  1881,  J.  D.  Kilgore  in  1882,  T.  D. 
Tliom)i.son  in  1883,  T.  B.  Fletcher  in  1884,  L.  S. 
Heath  in  188.5  (to  fill  vacancy  caused  by  the  re- 
moval of  T.  B.  Fletcher),  Dr.  E.  B.  Perry  in  1885, 
T.  D.  Tliompson  in  1886,  L.  8.  Heath  in  1887, 
George  T.  Arends  in  1890,  E.  B.  Perry  in  1891,  and 
T.  D.  Thompson  in  1892. 

It  will  be  noticed  to  the  credit  of  T.  D.  Thomp- 
son and  the  good  judgment  of  the  citizens  of  Mel- 
vin,  that  Mr.  Thompson  has  been  continually  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  since  1874,  a 
term  of  eighteen  years  of  directorship  in  the 
schools. 

The  schools  afford  the  very  best  of  practical  edu- 
cation, and  the  pupils,  when  thej^  have  finished 
under  Mr.  Foreman,  can  readily  pass  the  teachers' 
examination  for  a  certificate,  as  well  as  being  fitted 
to  enter  well  in  schools  of  higher  instruction. 


■^ 


A.  CRANDALL,  a  well-known  farmer  of 
Pella  Township,  residing  on  section  9, 
was  ly>n\  in  Cook  County,  Hi.,  in  1819, 
D)  and  is  a  son  of  Herman  Crandall,  who 
was  born  in  Vermont,  September  5,  1812,  and  in 
1824  removed  to  P'ranklin  County,  N.  Y.  When 
a  young  man,  he  emigrated  to  Hlinois  and  made  a 
claim  in  Cook  County.  He  married  Lydia  Bush- 
ncll,  and  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  for  a 
number  of  years.  The  laud  which  he  purchased 
at  11.25  per  acre  he  sold  at  $80  per  acre.  He  was 
a  prominent  citizen  of  the  commimitj'  and  a  suc- 
cessful farmer.  In  politics,  he  was  first  a  Whig 
and  afterwards  a  Republican.  His  death  occurred 
in  Ford  County,  March  12,  1890.  His  wife  is 
still  living  and  makes  her  home  in  California. 
Further  mention  is  made  of  these  worthy  people 
in  the  sketch  of  C.  C.  Crandall  on  another  page  of 
tills  woik.     Their   family    numbered    eleven  chil- 


dren: Abigail,  who  is  now  in  California;  Ruey, 
who  is  living  in  Danville,  111.;  Mary,  a  resident 
of  Nebraska;  Martha,  who  is  living  in  Cook 
County;  C.  C,  who  served  in  the  Thirty-ninth 
Illinois  Infantiy  during  the  late  war  and  is  now 
a  resident  of  Pella  Township;  Imogene,  a  resident 
of  Blue  Island,  Cook  County;  H.  A.,  of  this 
sketch;  George,  who  is  living  in  Will  County; 
Eva,  who  makes  her  home  in  Wisconsin;  Alfred, 
of  Nebraska;  and  Benjamin,  in   Ford  County,  111. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  historj'  of  our  sub- 
ject, who  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth 
in  the  county  of  his  nativity,  remaining  upon  the 
home  farm  until  twenty  years  of  age.  The  edu- 
cational advantages  which  he  received  were  those 
afforded  by  the  common  schools.  In  1869,  he 
came  to  Ford  County  and  purchased  the  land  on 
which  he  now  resides.  He  afterward  returned  to 
Cook  County,  where  he  spent  the  years  of  1874 
and  1875,  but  since  that  time  has  made  his  home 
continuously  in  Pella  Township,  where  he  owns 
two  hundred  and  forty-one  acres  of  valuable  land, 
which  he  improved  from  the  raw  prairie.  It  is 
well  equipped  with  good  buildings  and  all  tlie 
accessories  of  a  model  farm,  and  the  well-tilled 
fields  yield  to  him  a  good  income. 

In  the  autumn  of  1870,  Mr.  Crandall  was  joined 
in  wedlock  with  Mary  Riche,  who  was  born  in 
Cook  County,  her  father  being  one  of  the  earlj' 
settlers  of  that  region  and  a  contractor  on  the 
AVabash  Canal.  They  have  a  family  of  three  chil- 
dren: Abigail,  who  was  born  in  Cook  County,  in 
1875;  William,  in  1883;  and  Mary,  in  1885.  The 
family  is  well  known  throughout  the  community 
and  the  members  of  the  Crandall  household  rank 
high  in  the  social  circles  in  which  they  move. 

Mr.  Crandall  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity of  Piper  City,  and  his  wife  is  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  has  lieen  a  member 
of  the  Drainage  Commission  and  has  taken  an 
active  part  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  welfare  and 
upbuilding  of  town  and  county.  For  nine  years 
he  has  served  as  Township  and  Drainage  Com- 
missioner, a  fact  which  indicates  his  faithfulness 
and  fidelity  to  duty.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential 
vote  for  Abr.ah.am  Lincoln  aud  has  since  been  a 
supporter  of  the  Republican   party  and  has   often 
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served  as  a  delegate  to  its  conventions.  Mr. 
Crandall  lias  a  wide  acquaintance  throughout  the 
community,  and  for  his  sterling  worth  and  integ- 
rity is  held  in  higli  regard. 


Ij^^^ENRY  SPELLMEYER,  who  is  engaged  in 
Jl)  general  farming  on  section  13,  Peach  Orch- 
ard Township,  was  horn  about  fifteen  miles 
from  Winden,  Westphalia,  Germany,  on 
the  1st  of  .January',  1840.  His  parents,  Godfrey 
and  Caroline  Spellmeyer,  are  represented  on  another 
page  of  this  work  in  connection  with  Charles  Spell- 
mej'er.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
of  whom  our  subject  is  the  fifth. 

In  taking  up  the  personal  history  of  Henry 
Spellmeyer,  we  present  to  our  readers  the  life  rec- 
ord of  one  of  the  well-known  citizens  of  Ford 
County.  He  received  no  special  advantages  in  his 
youth.  His  education  w.as  acquired  in  the  com- 
mon schools  and  he  was  reared  to  manhood  upon 
his  father's  farm.  His  home  continued  to  be  in 
Prussia  until  18.55,  when  he  came  to  America, 
crossing  the  Atlantic  in  a  sailing-vessel,  which 
reached  harl)or  after  fortj'-two  d.ays  spent  upon 
the  ocean.  Our  subject  did  not  tarry  long  in  the 
East,  but  came  at  once  to  Illinois,  locating  in  Put- 
nam county,  where  he  began  work  upon  a  farm  by 
the  month,  and  was  thus  eniplo3'ed  for  about  five 
years.  On  the  26th  of  March.  18(57,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  ]\Iiss  Louise  Steiumann,  who  was 
born  in  18.37,  within  two  miles  of  her  husband's 
native  pLace.  The  same  year  of  his  marriage,  he 
came  to  Ford  County  and  purchased  eighty  acres 
of  land  on  section  13,  Peach  Orchard  Township. 
To  this  he  h.as  since  added  a  tract  of  four  hundred 
and  eighty  acres,  making  in  all  an  aggregate  of 
five  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 

The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spellmeyer  has  been 
blessed,  with  a  family  of  six  ciiildren:  Caroline 
died  in  her  sixth  year;  Henry,  who  aids  his  father 
in  the  operation  of  the  home  farm;  ]Mary,  wife  of 
Gust.  .Seabert.  a  resident  farmer  of  Wall  Township; 
Charles,  Minnie,  and  Lena,  all  of  whom  are  still 
with    their    parents.     The    family    has    a  pleasant 


home  upon  the  farm  before  mentioned,  and  in 
social  circles  parents  and  children  rank  high.  The 
father  operates  the  home  farm  in  connection  with 
his  sons,  and  has  one  of  the  valuable  places  in  the 
community,  its  neat  appearance  indicating  the 
thrift  and  enterprise  of  the  owner,  while  its  many 
improvements  attest  the  fact  that  he  is  a  practical 
and  progressive  agriculturist,  thoroughly  conver- 
sant with  his  business  in  all  its  details.  He  is  fair 
and  honest  in  all  his  dealings,  and  thereby  has  won 
the  confidence  and  regard  of  those  with  whom  he 
has  been  brought  in  contact. 

Mr.  Spellmeyer  exercises  his  right  of  franchise 
in  support  of  the  Republican  party,  whose  ])rinci- 
pies  he  has  advocated  since  he  became  a  voter. 
He  has  never  sought  public  office  but  has  served  as 
Road  Commissioner.  Himself  .and  family  are  mem- 
bers of  the  German  Lutheran  Church,  and  among 
the  worthy  citizens  of  the  community  who  have 
aided  in  the  ujibuilding  and  developement  of  the 
county,  he  is  numbered. 


a  APT.  FRANK  O.  WALRICH,  a  member  of 
-,  the  firm  of  Walricli  it  Parsons,  general 
merchants  of  Piper  City,  was  born  in  the 
Province  of  Hanover,  Germ.any,  December  21, 
1844,  and  is  a  sou  of  Otto  R.  Walricli,  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  who  served  in  the  army  of  the  Father- 
land for  three  j'ears  and  married  Alargaret  Hemp- 
ken,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  the  same  locality 
as  her  husband.  With  their  five  children,  they 
sailed  to  America  in  April,  1857,  and  after  nine 
weeks  and  two  days  spent  upon  the  bosom  of  the 
Atlantic,  landed  in  New  Orleans,  whence  they  went 
up  the  river  to  Alton,  111.  In  the  si)ring  of  1858. 
they  settled  on  a  farm  near  AVashburn,  Woodford 
County,  111.,  and  in  1851)  came  to  a  farm  near 
Chatsworth,  which  is  still  in  i)ossession  of  the  fam- 
ily. The  father  died  upon  that  farm  and  the  mo- 
ther there  still  makes  her  home.  In  polities,  he 
w.as  a  Repul)lican  and  himself  and  wife  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Lutheran  Church.  Their  family  num- 
bered twelve  children,  one  of    whom    died    in    in- 


196 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPIUCAL  RECORD. 


fancy.  The  Captain  is  the  eldest;  Frederieka  is 
the  wife  of  John  McKinney,  whose  sivetch  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  worlc;  Mar\',  wife  of  John  lliden, 
of  Feoria.  died  in  1874;  Thomas  resides  in  Piper 
City;  Christina  is  the  wife  of  G.  W.  Madden,  a 
s;rain  dealer  and  Justice  of  tlie  Peace  of  Charlotte, 
Livingston  County;  Maggie,  wife  of  James  Kief, 
of  Piper  City;  Hannah  J.,  widow  of  Jesse  D.  Par- 
sons, is  the  partner  of  Capt.  Walrich;  Theresa,  wife 
of  F.  Beckmann.  of  Chatsworth.  111.;  Cordelia,  wife 
of  M.  Gladden,  of  Sullivant,  Livingston  County; 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  H.  Flessner,  who  is  living  on  tlie 
old  home  farm;  and  Willie,  who  was  bitten  by  a 
rattlesnake  at  tlie  age  of  four  3'ears  and  died  in 
1865. 

Our  subject  began  his  school  life  in  Germanj-, 
attended  for  three  months  at  Dorsej-  Station, 
Madison  County,  111.,  and  in  tiie  winter  of  1861-62 
was  a  student  in  the  schools  of  Avoca,  Livingston 
County.  Tliis  completed  liis  school  life,  for  on  the 
21st  of  Februarv,  1862,  wlien  a  little  past  sixteen 
years  of  age,  he  laid  aside  his  books  and  entered  his 
country's  service  as  a  member  of  Company  B, 
Sixty-fifth  Illinois  Infantry,  wliicli  w.is  organized 
at  Camp  Douglas,  Chicago.  He  went  on  duty  the 
first  night  after  his  arrival  in  camp,  guarding 
prisoners  captured  at  Ft.  Donelson.  In  3Iay,  he 
was  sent  to  Martinsburg,  \'a..  where  he  did  guard 
duty  until  the  1st  of  Septeml)er.  The  first  engage- 
ments in  which  he  participated  were  skirmishes 
in  the  vicinity  of  Falling  Waters  and  Winchester, 
Va.;  these  weie  followed  by  the  battle  of  Harper's 
Ferry,  where  he  was  captured  but  was  soon  after- 
ward paroUed.  The  succeeding  winter  was  spent  , 
mostly  at  Camp  Dougl.as,  Chicago,  and  in  the  spring 
his  regiment  was  transferred  to  Eastern  Kontuck3-. 
where  they  saw  much  hard  marching  and  service. 
In  the  fall,  the  troops  prepared  for  the  Knoxville 
campaign  and  the  Sixty-fiftli  Regiment  suffered 
much  during  the  siege  of  Knoxville.  Mr.  Walrich 
re-enlisted,  March  .30,  1864,  and  went  home  on  a 
veteran  furlough.  After  his  return,  he  took  part 
in  Sherman's  campaign,  and  at  the  battle  of  Resaca 
the  brigade  lost  live  hundred  men.  He  participated 
in  the  battles  of  Dallas  Woods,  Lost  Mountain,  Chat- 
tahoochee River,  Atlanta,  Rough  and  Read}-  Sta- 
tion, and  Jonesboro;  he  then  transferred  to  Pulaski, 


Tenn.,  to  meet  Gen.  Hood.  He  was  also  in  the  en- 
gagements at  Columbia,  Franklin  and  Nashville, 
following  Gen.  Hood  on  liis  retreat  as  far  as  Clif- 
ton,  Tenn.  The  Sixty-flfth  was  sent  liy  transports 
to  Cincinnati,  thence  by  rail  to  Washington  and 
on  to  Annapolis,  where  the  brigade  assembled.  F]m- 
barking  on  transports,  they  proceeded,  by  way  of 
Fortress  Monroe,  to  F't.  F'isher,  experiencing  the 
usual  unpleasantness  of  a  sea  voyage  around  Cape 
Ilatter.as.  Capt.  Walrich  was  at  the  cai)turc  of  F't. 
Anderson  and  subsequently  took  part  in  the  en- 
g.agement  at  Old  Town  Creek,  when  his  regiment 
and  the  Twelth  Kentucky  captured  a  brigade,  in- 
cluding a  liatterv;  helped  capture  Wilmington  and 
took  part  in  the  sharp  engagement  at  Ivinston, 
N.  C,  the  last  conflict  in  which  he  took  [lart.  Hav- 
ing marched  from  Goldsboro  to  Raleigh  .and  on 
to  Greensboro,  where  Johnston 's  army  surrendered, 
the  Fifty-sixth  assisted  in  caring  for  the  captured 
property.  Capt.  Walrich  wa.s  discharged  July  13, 
1865,  and  was  mustered  out  of  service  at  Camp 
Douglas.  Returning  home,  he  resumed  farming. 
He  was  a  faithful  solilier,  ever  found  at  the  jjost  of 
duty,  and  his  army  record  is  one  of  which  he  may 
well  be  proud. 

On  the  4th  of  August.  1870,  Capt.  Walrich  mar- 
ried Miss  Sebrina  C.  Hamlin,  dangliter  of  Alonzo 
and  listher  Hamlin,  who  came  from- ^'ermont  to 
Illinois.  AVith  his  wife,  he  came  to  Piper  City  and 
entered  the  employ  of  Mr.  McKinney,  a  lumber 
and  hardware  merchant,  with  whom  he  remained 
three  years,  when,  in  1873,  he  secured  a  position 
with  Conrow  it  Co.,  the  successors  to  Montelius  & 
Son.  That  firm  sold  out  to  John  Clark,  but  our 
subject  retained  his  position  as  confidential  clerk 
until  May  2,  1880,  when  he  became  a  partner  in 
the  firm  of  Pnlver,  Walrich  &  Co.  In  Jannaiy, 
1883,  J.  D.  Parsons  bought  out  his  partner's  inter- 
est and  continued  with  Mr.  Walrich  until  his  death, 
April  11,  1884,  since  which  time  Mrs.  Parsons  has 
owned  the  interest  in  the  business. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walrich  have  been  born  the 
following  children:  Lorenzo  O.,  who  w.os  born  in 
Piper  City,  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  at 
Onarga  Seminary,  is  now  book-keeper  for  his  fa- 
ther; F'redcrick  Alanson  and  Margaretta  E.  are  still 
at  home.     The  familj'  is  one  of  prominence  in  the 
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cominunit3',  hokling  a  higli  position  in  social  cir- 
cles. 

Capt.  Walricli  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
U.  S.  Grant  in  1868,  and  has  since  been  a  supporter 
of  Republican  principles.  He  has  served  as  a 
member  of  the  Village  Board  of  Trustees,  was  also 
its  President,  and  from  1876  until  1885  was  a 
member  of  the  National  Guards,  serving  as  Lieu- 
tenant and  Captain  for  nearly  eight  years.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Odd  Fellows'  society;  was  the  first 
Commander  of  the  Grand  Army  Post  of  Piper 
City,  serving  for  four  terms  in  that  office;  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Cliurch,  to  which  his 
family  also  belongs.  His  life  has  indeed  been  a 
successful  and  an  honorable  one.  He  possesses  ex- 
cellent business  ability  and  hy  his  persistent  in- 
dustry, perseverance  and  good  management  has 
acquired  a  handsome  competence.  His  record  as  a 
soldier  and  citizen  is  as  worthy  of  commendation 
as  his  business  record.  He  is  a  i)leasant,  genial 
gentleman  and  iiis  friends  throughout  the  com- 
munity are  many. 

I  <T'^&^         — ^' 

"ilJOHN  BR0AD15ENT,  a  well-known  farmer 
of  Rogers  Township,  residing  on  section  32, 
is  of  English  birth.  He  was  born  Novem- 
ber 15,  1817,  and  is  one  of  a  familj-  of 
seven  children,  whose  parents,  Joseph  and  Ann 
(Siddol)  Broadbent,  were  both  natives  of  England. 
John  is  the  second  in  the  family;  Sarah,  the  eldest, 
is  now  deceased;  Daniel  is  living  in  England;  Rob- 
ert has  also  departed  this  life;  .Sarah  Ann  is  the 
wife  of  John  Matthews,  a  resident  farmer  of  Ken- 
dall County,  111.;  William  is  a  farmer  residing  in 
Kendall  County;  and  Mary  is  the  wife  of  John 
Finley,  who  is  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in 
Kendall  County. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  had  very  limited  op- 
portunities in  his  j'outh,  and  is  a  self-educated 
and  self-made  man.  He  remained  with  his  parents 
until  twenty-two  years  of  age  and  worked  in  the 
cotton  factories  of  his  native  land  until  he  came 
to  America.  The  year  1848  witnessed  his  emigra- 
tion to  the  New  World.     The    vo3'age  consumed 


seven  weeks  and  four  days  and  he  spent  his  thirty- 
first  birthday  on  the  water.  At  length,  he  landed 
safely  at  New  Orleans,  whence  he  went  up  the  Mis- 
sissippi and  Ohio  Rivers  to  Cincinnati.  He  worked 
in  the  cotton  factories  of  that  city  until  .June, 
1850,  and  then  came  to  Illinois. 

Mr.  Broadbent  was  married,  on  Christmas  Day, 
of  1839,  to  Miss  Mary  Ann  Dawson,  daughter  of 
John  and  Charity  Dawson.  Tliey  became  the  par- 
ents of  nine  children  as  foUowj:  Edwai-d,  who  died 
in  infancy;  Esther,  wife  of  Robert  Hall;  Sarah,  wife 
of  Charles  Coop;  William;  Joseph,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; James,  also  deceased;  Robert;  and  Eliza- 
beth, wife  of  August  Schultz. 

On  coming  to  Illinois,  Mr.  Broadbent  first  lo- 
cated in  Kendall  County,  residing  near  Lisbon. 
For  thirteen  months  he  worked  as  a  farm  hand, 
and  then  began  farming  for  himself  in  that  localitv. 
He  continued  to  reside  in  Kendall  County  for 
eighteen  years,  coming  to  Ford  County  in  1868. 
Since  that  time  he  has  resided  upon  the  farm  which 
is  still  his  home.  He  purchased  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  on  section  32,  and  has  developed  it 
into  a  rich  and  fertile  tract  which  yields  to  him  a 
good  income  in  return  for  his  care  and  cultiva- 
tion. He  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  citi- 
zens of  the  community  and  has  been  honored  with 
the  office  of  Road  Commissioner  for  twelve  years, 
a  fact  which  indicates  his  faithful  and  efficient 
performance  of  duty.  In  pf)litics,  he  is  a  sup- 
porter of  the  Democratic  party.  His  property  rep- 
resents his  own  hard  labors  for  he  came  to  this 
country  empty-handed,  and  through  his  industry 
.and  enterprise  has  acquired  all  he  now  possesses. 
For  his  success  in  life  he  certain Ij'  deserves  much 
credit. 


<a,  I^ILLARD  E.  PROCTOR,  who  is  eng.aged 
mfj/i  '"  .^P'lsral  merchandising,  in  connection 
^'f/^  with  his  brother  Frank,  in  the  village  of 
Proctor,  was  born  in  Wallingford,  Conn.,  on  the 
13th  of  October,  1854,  and  is  a  son  of  Capt.  Proc- 
tor, a  sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this 
work.     No  event  of  special    importance  occurred 
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during  his  childbood.  He  acquiied  a  good  busi- 
ness education  in  the  public  schools  and  remained 
with  his  parents  until  twenty-two  years  of  age, 
when  lie  left  home,  starting  out  in  life  for  himself. 
On  the  30th  of  November,  1876,  Mr.  rroctor 
led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Carrie  M.  Allen, 
who  was  born  in  Rutland,  Yt.,  June  26.  18.t7,  and 
is  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Allen,  now  of  Rutland,  III. 
By  their  marriage  was  born  a  daughter.  Flora 
M:iQ.  The  mother  departed  this  life  July  30, 
1890,  and  her  remains  were  interred  in  the  Gibson 
Cemetery,  where  a  beautiful  monument  marks  her 
last  resting  place.  The  Rev.  Robert  Stevens  eon- 
ducted  tiie  funeral  ceremonies.  In  speaking  of 
her  death,  the  Gibson  City  Enterprise  says:  "The 
deceased  lad}'  had  liecn  in  delicate  health  for  years, 
but  not  until  la  grippe  attacked  her  last  win- 
ter were  any  apprehensions  felt  for  her  life.  But 
since  then  she  gradually  declined  in  spite  of  the 
tender  care  of  loving  friends  and  the  best  medical 
aid  that  could  be  procured.  With  a  sublime  faith 
in  tlie  glorious  awakening,  and  as  gently  as  a  tired 
child,  she  sank  to  rest. 

'•We  thought  her  dying  when  she  slept. 
And  sleeping  when  slie  died." 

"Mrs.  Proctor  came  to  tiiis  State  when  fjuite 
small  and  about  twelve  years  ago  came  with  lier 
husband  to  Proctor.  Hers  was  one  of  those  joy- 
ous happy  natures  that  gladden  all  hearts  with 
wliich  they  come  in  contact.  She  had  a  fine  edu- 
cation and  this,  coupled  with  her  pure  character, 
bright  intellect  and  jileasant  manners,  made  her 
home  the  center  of  influences  that  tended  to  ele- 
vate the  community  in  which  she  lived.  The 
strong  hold  she  had  upon  the  affections  of  all  who 
knew  her  was  shown  by  the  way  tlie  ohl  and 
young  crowded  around  her  bier  to  take  a  last  look 
at  the  features  that  will  be  ever  engraved  upon 
their  hearts.  She  leaves  a  sorrowing  husband  and 
one  lovely  little  daughter  to  mourn  her  untimely 
death,  but  tlie^-  will  look  forward  with  joyous  an- 
ticipations to  that  meeting  beyond  the  gates  where 
sorrow  cometli  not." 

For  three  years,  Mr.  Proctor  was  employed 
as  a  salesman  in  a  general  store,  but  on  account  of 
failing  health  went   to  the    country  and  superin- 


tended the  operation  of  a  farm  for  five  years.  On 
the  expiration  of  that  time,  he  began  buying  grain 
in  the  village  of  Proctor,  which  was  named  in  his 
honor,  and  lias  now  successfully  carried  on  busi- 
ness in  that  line  for  several  years.  As  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Proctor  Bros.,  he  is  also  engaged  in 
general  merchandising.  They  cany  a  full  and 
complete  stock  of  goods  and  are  enjoying  a  large 
and  lucrative  patronage,  of  which  they  are  well 
deserving.  Our  subject  is  also  Postmaster  of  Proc- 
tor, having  filled  the  office  since  its  establishment. 
He  is  a  wide-awake  and  enterprising  young  busi- 
ness man  and  liis  career  will  no  doubt  be  a  success- 
ful one. 


'ESSE  PFLASKI  MAKSH,  deceased,  was  a 
native  of  Harrison  County,  Ind.  He  was 
born  December  4,  1829,  and  died  J.annary 
19,  1891.  He  was  reared  to  agricultural 
pursuits  but  in  after  years  engaged  in  running  a 
flat-boat  on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  Rivers,  carry- 
ing merchandise  to  New  Orleans.  He  w.as  gener- 
ally successful  in  his  business  ventures.  He  pos- 
sessed a  liberal  education  and  was  known  as  a  gen- 
tleman of  integrity  and  honor.  He  was  the  fourth 
child  in  a  family  of  four  sons  and  six  daughters, 
whose  parents  were  William  and  Sarah  (Armstrong) 
Marsh.  All  the  children  are  yet  living  with  the 
exception  of  two. 

On  the  5th  of  Novemlier,  18.')1,  Mr.  Marsh  mar- 
ried Miss  Margaret  Fowler,  daughter  of  Edward 
and  Elizabeth  (Davis)  Fowler.  Seven  children 
were  horn  of  this  union,  two  sons  and  five  daugh- 
ters: William  IL,  of  IVIelvin,  who  is  married  and 
engages  in  making  hydraulic  wells;  Laura  A.,  at 
home;  Mary  F.,  wife  of  P.  W.  Worth,  a  hardware 
mercliant  of  Buckingham,  III.;  Edward  T.,  who  is 
engaged  in  the  jewelry  business  in  Melvin;  Mrs. 
Koscie  Clinebell;  Lizzie,  wife  of  Clark  E.  Wood- 
word,  a  resident  of  Chicago;  and  Cordelia  H., 
wife  of  Rev.  Henry  Beck,  an  evangelist  residing 
in  Jackson,  Minn. 

In  his  political  affiliations,  Mv.  ]\Iarsh  was  an 
old-line  AVhigand  when  llie  Kepublican  party  was 
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organized,  lie  became  an  ardent  admirer  of  its 
principles.  He  was  a  gentleman  firm  in  his  con- 
victions and  very  determined  in  manner.  He  held 
the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  of  Laconia,  Ind., 
for  eight  3-ears,  and  Judge  Walter  Q.  Gresham 
prosecuted  cases  in  his  court. 

Mr.  Marsh  and  his  family  came  to  Ford  County 
in  the  fall  of  1874,  and  were  honored  and  respected 
citizens  of  the  community  from  that  time.  Both 
were  earnest  members  of  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Melvin,  and  he  was  a  Master  Mason  and  a  leading 
member  of  Lodge  No.  179, K.  of  P.,  of  Melvin,  111. 

Mrs.  Marsh  was  the  fourth  in  a  family  of  live 
sons  and  three  daughters,  four  of  whom  are  still 
living:  Mary,  wife  of  William  Frakes,  a  farmer 
residing  in  Indiana;  Margaret,  wife  of  our  subject; 
John  W.,  who  served  in  the  late  war  as  one  of  the 
boys  in  blue  and  is  now  married  and  follows  farm- 
ing in  Cor^'don,  Ind.;  and  Rachel,  wife  of  John 
Love,  also  a  soldier  of  the  late  war,  now  residing 
in  New  Amsterdam,  Ind. 

Mr.  Marsh  was  called  to  his  final  rest  on  the  19th 
of  January,  1891,  after  he  and  his  loving  wife  had 
traveled  life's  journey  together  for  thirty-six 
j-ears.  He  was  interred  in  Melvin  Cemetery, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Masonic  fraternit}',  and 
a  beautiful  monument  has  been  erected  to  mark 
bis  last  resting  place.  Mrs.  Marsh  still  resides  with 
her  daughter  Laura  in  their  comfortable  home  in 
Melvin,  where  she  is  surrounded  by  her  loving 
children  and  her  many  friends. 


(^^^HOMAS  cup;  is  a  well-known  f.armer  of 
1(1^^  IJrenton  Township,  residing  on  section  15, 
^^^  where  he  has  a  well-improved  farm  that  has 
l)eeu  his  home  for  seventeen  years.  It  comprises 
one  hundred  and  sixt3'-five  acres  of  arable  land, 
the  greater  part  of  which  is  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation  and  yields  to  him  a  golden  tribute  in 
return  for  his  care  and  labor.  He  has  erected  good 
barns  and  other  outbuildings  and  has  made  many 
improvements,  all  of  which  indicate  the  thrift 
and  enterprise  of  the  owner.  He  is  a  successful 
farmer  and  also  deals  in  stock.     He  raises  cattle  and 


hogs,  which  he  sells    directly  to  the  Chicago  mar- 
kets, and  makes  a  specialty  of  heavy  draft  horses. 

The  life  record  of  Mr.  Cue  is  as  follows:  He  was 
bom  in  Bishopstorne,  Wiltshire,  England,  in  Aug- 
ust, 1837,  and  is  one  of  eight  children,  whose  parents 
were  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Cue.  His  father  fol- 
lowed fatming  and  died  in  1866,  at  the  age  of 
seventy  years.  His  wife  departed  this  life  in  1867, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years.  Both  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Episcopal  Church.  Of  their  family, 
William  and  IMary  both  died  in  England;  Jane 
died  in  Woodford  County,  111.,  in  1892,  at  the 
age  of  sixty  years;  Joseph  is  a  resident  farmer 
of  Crawford  County,  Iowa;  Thomas  is  the  next 
younger;  Elizabeth  died  in  England  in  1882;  Ed- 
win resides  on  the  old  homestead  in  England;  and 
Richard  died  in  Iowa  about   fourteen    years  ago. 

Thomas  Cue,  of  this  sketch,  attended  tlie  com- 
mon schools  of  his  native  land  until  fourteen 
3'ears  of  age  and  then  devoted  his  time  and  at- 
tention to  work  upon  his  father's  farm  for  four 
j'ears.  At  the  age  of  eighteen,  he  bade  good-bye 
to  friends  and  native  land  and  went  to  London, 
whence  he  sailed  to  the  United  States,  reaching 
New  York  after  a  voyage  of  five  weeks.  This 
was  in  18.55.  He  came  to  Illinois,  locating  in 
Woodford  County,  where  he  began  work  .as  a  farm 
hand  and  was  thus  employed  for  some  time.  He 
came  to  Ford  County  in  1870,  and  five  years  later 
purchased  the  farm  upon  which  he  has  since  re- 
sided. 

In  Woodford  County,  on  the  30th  of  March, 
1870,  Mr.  Cue  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Vic- 
toria Arrovvsmith,  who  was  born  in  New  York,  and 
is  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Anna  Arrowsmith, 
natives  of  England,  who  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1830.  They  emigrated  AVestward  to  Illi- 
nois in  1847,  and  both  spent  their  last  da3's  in 
Onarga,  where  the^'  died  about  flvej'ears  ago. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cue  have  been  born  four  chil- 
dren: Thomas  R.,  who  was  born  in  this  county, 
April  2,  1872,  now  aids  his  father  in  the  operation 
of  the  home  farm;  Elizabeth  Ann  died  about  1879 
at  the  age  of  five  years;  Mary  Jane,  who  is 
sixteen  years  of  age;  and  Nora  Ellen,  a  maiden  of 
fourteen  summers,  still  reside  with  their  parents. 
Mrs.  Cue  is   a    member  of  the  Methodist  Church. 
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Mr.  Cue  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Gen. 
H.irrison.  lie  is  an  intelligent  man,  well  informed 
concerning  the  questions  of  the  day,  and,  in  his 
business  career,  has  met  with  good  success,  of  which 
he  is  well  deserving. 


'AMES  M.  WRIGHT,  who  is  a  retired  farmer 
now  residing  in  Kempton,  was  born  in 
Trenton,  N.  J.,  February  1.5,  1835,  and  is  a 
son  of  Geoi'ge  and  Marv  Wright,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Lincolnshire,  England.  His 
father  came  to  America  about  1830.  Crossing  the 
Atlantic  he  settled  in  New  .Jersey,  where  for  some 
time  he  made  his  home.  In  1854,  he  emigrated 
Westward  to  Illinois,  locating  in  Winnebago 
County.  His  death  occurred  in  Yermillion,  S. 
Dak.,  on  the  7th  of  September,  1889.  His  wife 
passed  away  on  the  3d  of  November,  1886.  Eight 
children  have  been  born  unto  them:  William,  who 
died  in  infancy;  James  M.  of  this  sketch;  John, 
who  died  in  1857;  Mar}'  Ann,  wife  of  Isaiah  Wash- 
burn, a  resident  farmer  of  South  Dakota;  George, 
who  is  also  engaged  in  farming  in  Soutli  Dakota; 
Charles,  who  died  in  1832;  and  Peter,  whose  death 
occurred  the  same  year. 

Our  subject  acquired  a  common-school  education 
in  the  State  of  his  nativity.  He  accompanied  his 
parents  on  their  removal  to  the  West  and  has  resided 
in  Illinois  almost  continuously  since.  He  remained 
with  his  father,  working  on  the  farm,  for  two  years, 
and  then  started  out  in  life  for  himself,  working 
as  a  farm  hand  by  tlie  mouth,  until  the  breaking 
out  of  the  late  war.  AVhen  the  South  rebelled  in 
1861,  he  responded  to  tlie  call  for  troops  to  aid  in 
the  preservation  of  the  Union  and  enlisted  as  a 
private  in  Company  C,  Fift3'-fifth  Illinois  Infantrj'. 
The  important  engagements  in  which  he  partici- 
pated were  the  siege  of  Corinth,  Arkansas  Post, 
Champion  Hills,  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  and  the 
battles  of  Jackson,  Mission  Ridge  and  Atlanta. 
AVhenhis  three  years*  term  of  service  had  expired, 
he  was  honorably  discharged  on  the  30th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1864. 

Mr.  Wright  then  returned  to  Illinois  and  ao-ain 


engaged  in  farming.  In  1865,  he  removed  to 
Grundj-  Count}-,  locating  near  Lisbon,  where  he 
resided  until  1871.  That  year  witnessed  his  arrival 
in  Ford  County.  He  had  previously  married  on 
the  3d  of  September,  1868.  the  lady  of  bis  choice 
being  Miss  Sarah  E.  Ashton,  daughter  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  (Shaw)  Ashton.  Three  children  have 
been  born  of  their  union  but  all  are  now  deceased. 
Clara  died  April  19,  1880;  George  H.,  April  20, 
1880;  and  Alice  May.  August  27,  1887. 

On  coming  to  Ford  County,  Mr.  Wright  made 
a  location  in  Mona  Township,  where  he  rented  land 
for  seven  jears.  He  then  purchased  a  farm  of 
two  hundred  acres  on  section  32,  Rogers  Townsliip, 
where  he  made  his  home  until  1884.  In  that  year 
he  came  to  Kempton,  where  he  has  since  made  his 
home,  living  retired.  His  life  has  been  well  and 
worthily  spent  and  b}'  his  industrious  and  perse- 
vering efforts,  he  accumulated  a  sufficient  capital 
to  enable  him  to  rest  from  business  cares  and  spend 
his  remaining  days  in  peace  and  retirement.  He 
is  a  prominent  citizen  and  well  deserves  represen- 
tation in  this  volume. 
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\f?  OIIN  J.  CLESS,  who  is  engaged  in  general 
j  farming  on  section  30,  Brenton  Township, 
^^  j  has  had  a  varied  life.  He  was  born  in  Ger- 
^^fl  many,  has  shared  in  tlie  hardships  of  pio- 
oneer  life  in  Illinois  and  the  experiences  of  gold 
mining  in  California,  and  is  now  living  quietly  as 
a  farmer.  His  birth  occurred  in  Wurtemberg  on 
the  10th  of  July,  1827.  He  is  one  of  ten  children 
born  to  Gotlieb  and  Catherina  (Buckenberg)  Cless. 
His  father  was  a  stonemason  and  spent  his  entire 
life  in  his  native  land.  When  eighteen  years  of 
age,  he  served  in  the  arm}-  against  Napoleon  and 
was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Lille  on  the  return 
of  the  Fiencii  Emperor  from  Russia.  The  children 
of  the  Cless  family  are  Gotlieb,  now  a  resident  of 
Newark,  N.  J.;  Conrad,  who  came  to  this  country 
and  died  of  sunstroke;  John,  of  this  sketch;  Will- 
iam, who  is  living  in  Newark,  N.  .L;  Giistaf,  who 
died  in  Germany,  and  Fredericka,  who  is  living  in 
Newark,  N.  J.     The  others  of   the   family  arc  all 
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deceased  and  those  who  still  survive  are  residents 
of  America. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen,  our  subject  begau  learn- 
ing the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he  followed  until 
twenty-two  years  of  age,  when  lie  determined  to 
seek  his  fortune  in  the  United  States  and  in  1849 
sailed  from  Havre  to  New  York.  The  succeeding 
three  years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  New  .Terse}', 
where  he  worked  for  a  time  at  cabinet-making  at 
low  wages,  and  followed  any  other  pursuit  whereby 
he  might  earn  an  honest  living.  Attracted  by  the 
discover}'  of  gold,  he  sailed  for  California  in  the 
spring  of  1852,  going  by  the  Isthmus  route,  and 
spent  three  and  a  half  }-ears  in  the  mines  on  the 
Pacific  Slope,  meeting  witii  a  fair  degree  of  suc- 
cess. He  returned  in  1855  by  the  way  of  the  Nica- 
ragua route  and  remained  in  Newark,  N.  .L,  until 
1856,  when  he  removed  to  Wisconsin  and  pur- 
chased a  farm  in  Waukesha  County,  upon  which 
he  made  his  home  for  ten  years.  He  then  sold  out, 
and  in  18GG  came  to  La  Salle  County,  111.,  where  he 
spent  two  years. 

In  September,  1856,  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine, 
Mr.  Cless  was  married,  in  Newark,  N.  J.,  to  Bar- 
bara Stadler.  who  was  I'orn  in  Baden,  Germany, 
and  when  a  maiden  of  nine  summers  came  with 
her  parents  to  the  United  States.  The}'  had  seven 
sons  and  two  daughters:  William,  a  barber  of  Chi- 
cago; George,  a  policeman  of  the  same  city;  Jacob, 
who  operates  the  farm;  Samuel,  who  is  living  in 
Chicago,  where  he  is  employed  as  a  sign-hanger; 
Henry,  Charles,  Edward;  Louisa,  wife  of  Dan  Mill- 
grain,  a  farmer  of  lUenton  Township,  and  P^mma, 
wife  of  John  Burger,  who  is  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits  in  Brenton  Township. 

The  year  1868  witnessed  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Cless 
and  family  in  Ford  County.  He  purchased  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  land,  upon  which  he  has 
since  made  his  home,  with  the  exception  of  five  years 
which  he  si)ent  in  Chicago  just  after  the  great 
fire,  his  farm  being  rented  during  that  period.  He 
has  made  many  good  improvements,  has  erected  a 
conifortalile  house  and  barns  and  planted  hedges 
and  shade  trees,  which  add  both  to  the  value  and 
attractive  appearance  of  the  place.  He  is  now  liv- 
ing retired  while  his  sons  operate  the  farm.  When 
he  came  to  America  he  had  only  $50  in  his  pocket, 


and  he  certainly  deserves  great  credit  for  the  suc- 
cess which  has  crowned  his  efforts  and  made  him 
one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  the  community. 
Mr.  Cless  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Franklin  Pierce  in  1852.  He  voted  for  Abraham 
Lincoln  in  1860,  and  on  questions  of  national  im- 
portance affiliates  with  the  Republican  party,  but 
at  local  elections  votes  independently.  He  has 
held  the  oftice  of  Overseer  of  Highways  in  his  dis- 
trict but  has  never  sought  for  public  preferment. 
In  religious  belief,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  as  is  also  his  wife.  In  the  coininnnity 
where  lie  has  made  his  home  for  almost  a  quarter 
of  a  century,  he  is  widely  and  favorably  known  and 
is  recognized  as  a  valued  citizen. 


ROF.  EDWARD  H.  MILLER,  Principal  of 
the  public  schools  of  Pii)er  City,  is  a  native 
of  the  Hawkeye  State.  He  was  born  near 
Burlington,  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  on 
the  18th  of  July,  1864,  and  is  a  son  of  B.  H.  and  Car- 
rie A.  (Styer)  Miller.  His  parents  were  natives  of 
Pennsylvania  and  after  their  marriage  removed  to 
Iowa,  in  1845,  locating  in  Burlington,  where  the 
father  followed  his  trade  of  milling.  His  death 
occurred  at  the  age  of  thirty-three  years,  and  his 
wife  also  died  when  young.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  four  children,  but  the  eldest,  Mrs.  Alice  A. 
Ballard,  died  m  l)urlington;  H.  H.,  who  was  edu- 
cated in  Burlington,  is  now  Professor  of  Mathe- 
matics in  a  business  college  of  California;  our  sub- 
ject is  the  next  younger,  and  J.  E.,  who  completes 
the  family,  is  attending  school  in  Iowa. 

Prof.  Miller  was  a  lad  of  only  fourteen  years  when 
his  parents  died,  since  which  time  he  has  made  his 
own  way  in  the  world,  being  entirely  dependent  on 
his  own  efforts.  He  went  to  La  Salle  County,  where 
he  worked  by  the  month  on  a  stock  farm  near 
Mendota  for  six  months,  and  through  the  re- 
mainder of  the  year  he  attended  school.  He  was 
desirous  of  securing  a  good  education,  and  in  order 
to  do  this  he  had  to  earn  the  money  necessary  to 
pay  his  expenses.  He  pursued  a  four-years'  clas- 
sical  course   in   the  Normal  School  of  Dixon,  111., 
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from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1886,  and  then 
engaged  in  teaching  for  two  years  in  Mendota,  be- 
ing assistant  Principal  of  tlie  Higli  School.  In 
1889,  he  went  to  Paxton  where  he  secured  a  posi- 
tion as  Professor  of  Mathematics  in  the  Rice  Col- 
h'giate  Institute,  serving  as  such  for  three  years, 
wlien  lie  came  to  Piper  City  and  lias  since  been 
Principal  of  its  schools. 

Prof.  Miller  was  married  on  the  6th  of  October, 
1887,  in  Mendota,  III.,  Miss  Marcia  M.  Freeland 
becoming  his  wife.  She  is  a  native  of  that  place 
and  a  daughter  of  John  M.  and  Sarah  Preeland, 
residents  of  Colfax,  111.  Two  children  grace  the 
union  of  our  subject  and  his  wife,  a  son  and 
daughter:  Stafford  De  Witt  and  Margaret.  Prof, 
and  Mrs.  Miller  are  both  members  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian Church  and  are  prominent  people  in  this 
community  and  held  in  high  esteem  b3'  their 
many  friends. 

In  his  social  relations,  the  Professor  is  an  Odd 
Fellow  and,  in  politics,  votes  with  the  Republican 
[larty,  but  has  never  been  an  ottice-seeker.  He 
is  an  intelligent,  able  3'oung  man,  a  most  suc- 
cessful instructor,  and  has  won  general  favor  in 
the  communities  where  he  has  been  employed  as 
teacher.  He  may  well  be  termed  a  self-made  man, 
for  since  a  veiy  earl}' age  he  has  made  his  own  way 
in  life,  never  having  a  cent  but  what  he  earned 
himself.  The  industry,  enterprise  and  perseverance 
which  have  characterized  his  career  argue  well  for 
a  successful  future. 


j,^  LFRED  PHILLIPS,  who  owns  and  operates 
(@£Jll  ninety  acres  of  land  on  section  12,  Peach 
Orchard  Township,  has  the  honor  of  be- 
ing a  native  of  Illinois.  He  was  born 
January  15,  1857,  near  Caledonia,  Putnam  Count}', 
and  is  a  worth}'  representative  of  one  of  the  pio- 
neer families  of  that  county.  His  parents  were 
(reorge  and  Jane  (Lights)  Phillii)s.  His  father 
was  born  in  England  and  when  thirteen  years  of 
age  came  to  the  United  States.  His  mother  was 
born  ill  Chester  County,  Pa.  They  came  to  Illinois 
in  1837,  locating  near  Magnolia,  Putnam  County, 
where    Mr.  Phillips  built  a  flouring-mill  on    the 


bank  of  Sandy  Creek.  He  also  built  a  sawmill  on 
Clear  Creek.  Until  1863,  he  made  his  home  in 
that  county  and  then  removed  to  La  Salle  County, 
where  he  purchased  a  farm,  upon  which  he  made 
his  home  one  year.  The  year  1864  witnessed  his 
arrival  in  Ford  County.  He  purchased  all  of  sec- 
tion 12,  Peach  Orchard  Township,  and  in  the  fall 
of  the  same  year  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  more  on  section  16.  Upon  his  farm,  he  made 
his  home  until  his  death  in  1869.  In  1866,  he 
served  his  township  as  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church  and  of  the 
Odd  Fellows'  fraternity.  Mrs.  Philliiis  died  in  1865. 

The  family  numbered  seven  children:  Catherine, 
wife  of  John  Thackary,  a  farmer  residing  in  Peach 
Orchard  Township;  Jane,  wife  of  George  H.  War- 
ner, of  Normal,  111.;  Mary, deceased,  wife  of  Will- 
iam Baxter;  George,  who  is  living  in  Jlelvin,  111.; 
Alfred,  of  this  sketch;  Susan,  wife  of  Frank  Thomp- 
son, a  retired  farmer  residing  in  Melvin,  and  Abra- 
ham L.,  an  attorney  at  law  of  Gibson  City. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  our 
subject,  who  in  his  youth  attended  the  district 
schools  and  acquired  a  practical  English  education. 
He  began  life  for  himself  in  1875,  when  eighteen 
years  of  age.  He  engaged  in  farming  for  himself 
for  two  years,  after  which  he  worked  as  a  farm 
hand  by  the  month.  Throughout  his  entire  life, 
he  followed  agricultural  pursuits  and  has  been  very 
successful  in  his  business  dealings.  After  his  mar- 
riage, he  removed  to  the  farm  on  which  he  has 
since  resided,  and  in  connection  with  its  cultiva- 
tion carries  on  stock-raising.  His  landed  posses- 
sions are  quite  extensive.  He  owns  ninety-eight 
and  one-half  acres  in  his  home  farm,  eighty  acres 
on  section  8,  Peach  Orchard  Township,  a  like 
amount  in  Dix  Township  and  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  in  AVall  Township. 

September  29,  1879.  Mr.  Phillips  married  Miss 
Sarah,  daughter  of  John  and  Lizzie  Brooks,  and 
they  began  their  domestic  life  upon  the  farm  which 
is  still  their  home.  Their  union  has  been  blessed 
with  one  daughter,  Edna,  who  was  born  January 
23,  1884.  The  parents  are  highly  respected  peo- 
ple of  this  community  and  have  many  warm 
friends.  In  his  political  altiliations,  Mr.  Phillips 
is  a  Republican. 
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[^  ON.  ALFRED  SAMPLE,  Circuit  Jiulire  of 
tlio  Eleventh  .Tudieial  District  of  Illinois, 
liiis  won    honorable   distinction   in  the  line 

l^)  of  his  iir(.ifession  and  well  deserves  repre- 
sentation in  this  volume.  A  native  of  Oliic),  he 
was  born  in  lUitler  County.  November  27,  1.S4G. 
His  [larents  were  James  and  Jane  (Beard)  Sami)lc. 
The  father  was  a  native  of  Kentucky  and  the 
niotiier  of  Virginia.  The  father  was  a  farmer  and 
stOQk-dealer.  AVith  his  fannly  he  removed  from 
Ohio  to  Livingston  County,  111.,  in  1857,  and  was 
a  resident  of  that  and  McLean  County  until  his 
death,  whicli  occurred  April  2(1,  1883.  His  wife, 
the  mother  of  our  subject,  a  woman  possessed  of 
many  excellencies  of  character,  survived  her  iius- 
liand  until  Aiiril  13,  1892. 

Alfred  Sample  came  to  Illinois  with  his  parents 
when  eleven  _years  of  age  and,  when  not  attending 
school,  was  emi)lo3-ed  in  agricultural  pursuits  on  the 
home  farm.  November  24,  1863,  when  but  sixteen 
years  of  age,  he  enlisted  for  the  late  war  as  a  mem- 
ber of  Companj'  G,  One  Hundred  and  Twenty- 
ninth  Illinois  Infantry,  and  immediately'  went 
into  active  service.  His  regiment  was  assigned  to 
Sherman's  Army  and  participated  in  the  Atlanta 
campaign.  At  the  battle  of  Resaea,  Ga.,  May  1.5, 
1864,  the  young  soldier  of  whom  we  are  writing 
was  severely,  and  at  that  time  supposed  to  be  mor- 
tally, wounded,  being  shot  in  the  breast  and 
through  both  arms.  Thus  unfitted  for  duty,  he 
received  an  honorable  discharge  December  6,  1864, 
on  account  of  his  wounds  received  on  the  field  of 
battle.  He  carries  with  him  through  life  a  cripfilcd 
arm  as  a  memento  of  the  so-called  "late  unpleas- 
antness between  the  States." 

On  returning  from  the  war,  Mr.  Sample  became 
a  student  in  P^ureka  College,  where  he  inirsued 
his  studies  for  three  years,  after  which  he  entered 
Monmouth  College,  taking  a  special  course  in 
each,  and  giving  particular  attention  to  the  classics 
and  mathematics.  While  at  college,  he  taught 
select  school  several  terms  during  vacations  and 
was  engaged  in  teaching  school  for  one  year  after 
leaving  Monmouth  College.  lie  then  entered 
upon  the  study  of  law  under  the  preccptorship  of 
tlio  Hon.  Robert  G.  Ingersoll,  the  famous  Ameri- 
can orator  and  attorney  at  law  of  Washington, 
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D.  C,  then  a  prominent  lawyer  of  Illinois  and 
a  resident  of  Peoria.  In  1K71,  after  the  regular 
examination,  Mr.  Sample  w.as  admitted  to  the  Bar 
and  that  same  year  opened  an  olllcc  at  Paxlon, 
where  he  entered  upon  a  successful  practice  of  his 
l)rofession.  His  talent  and  ability  soon  won  for 
him  an  honorable  position  in  the  Bar  of  Pjastern 
Illinois. 

In  politics,  Judge  Sample  is  a  Republican,  but 
he  has  never  sought  or  desired  piominence  in  the 
line  of  political  distinction,  but  has  preferred  to  de- 
vote his  energies  to  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
and  to  accept  such  preferment  as  is  the  legitimate 
outgrowth  of  success  in  that  direction.  The  only 
purelj-  political  position  he  has  been  known  to  fill 
was  that  of  Presidential  elector  in  the  campaign 
of  1880,  when  .James  A.  Garfield  was  chosen  Presi- 
dent. He  has  served  as  State  Attorney  for  eight 
years,  City  Attorney  of  Paxton  for  four  years, 
and  in  June,  1885,  was  nominated  and  elected  with- 
out opposition  to  the  honorable  position  of  Judge  of 
the  Slleventh  Judicial  District  of  Illinois.  After 
serving  a  term  of  six  years,  he  was  again  nomin- 
ated and  elected  for  the  succeeding  term  without 
opposition.  The  fact  of  Judge  Sample  being  the 
unanimous  choice  of  the  citizens  of  that  district 
on  both  occasions  speaks  volumes  in  his  praise  and 
is  a  compliment  of  which  he  may  well  be  proud. 
The  Eleventh  -Judicial  District  of  Illinois  includes 
within  its  limits  the  counties  of  Livingston,  Kan- 
kakee, Iroquois,  McLean  and  Ford,  and  Judge 
Sami)le's  associates  are  Judges  Charles  R.  Starr  and 
Thomas  F.  Tipton.  In  June,  1891,  Judge  Sample 
was  appointed  to  the  Appellate  Bench  of  the  Fourth 
District  of  Illinois,  which  position  he  holds  at  the 
present  time. 

On  the  fifth  of  September,  1876,  the  Judge  was 
man  led  to  Miss  Florence  A.  Cook,  a  daughter 
of  Col.  H.  D.  Cook,  a  well-known  and  prominent 
citizen  of  Illinois,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  else- 
where in  this  work.  Tho  lady  was  born  in  Cappa, 
Woodford  County,  111.  Judge  and  Mrs.  Sample 
have  two  daughters:  Florence  I.  and  Lois  A.,  both 
born  in  Paxton.  Socially,  Judge  Sample  is  a  Ma- 
son and  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public. He  belongs  to  Paxton  Lodge  No.  416,  A. 
F.  &  A.  M.;  Ford  Chapter   No.  113,  R,  A.  M.;  Mt. 
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Olivet  Commaiulery  No.  38,  K.  T.,  and  was  in  the 
year  1878  the  Grand  Orator  of  the  Masonic  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  State  of  Illinois.  He  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  Paxton  Post  No.  387,  G.  A.  R. 

The  personal  popularity  of  the  .Tudge  has  grown 
with  the  yeais  of  his  service  in  a  judicial  capacity. 
He  is  comparatively  a  young  man  and  has  the 
physical  strength  to  hold  court  until  the  work 
on  the  docket  is  disposed  of,  not  having  lost  a 
day  on  account  of  illness  in  about  seven  3-ears. 
He  has  the  executive  ability  to  dispatch  business 
with  rapidity  and  without  any  undue  haste,  and  his 
career  as  a  lawyer  has  been  successful  from  the 
start.  He  is  studious  by  habit,  possessing  quick  per- 
ceptive faculties  and  a  mind  well  adapted  to  the  in- 
tellectual profession  of  his  choice.  Asa  judge,  his 
rulings  have  ever  been  fair  and  impartial,  so  that 
lawyers  and  litigants  interested  feel  at  the  conclu- 
sion that  they  have  been  fairly  and  impartially 
treated.  In  manner,  Judge  Sample  is  unassuming, 
yet  dignified,  cordial  and  affable,  gifted  as  a  con- 
versationalist and  always  good  company.  He  has 
won  his  success  in  life  by  hard  study  and  earnest 
application  to  business,  and  is  essentially  a  self- 
made  man.  He  is  the  owner  of  valuable  tracts  of 
land  and  has  recently  erected  at  Paxton  a  very 
comfortable  and  modern  residence,  which  he  de- 
signed for  a  permanent  home.  Several  years 
prior  to  his  elevation  to  the  bench,  Judge  Sample 
distinguished  himself  by  the  able  and  successful 
manner  in  which  he  conducted  suits  against  railroad 
companies  to  compel  the  adoption  of  the  legal 
rate  of  three  cents  a  mile  fare  and  to  prevent  the 
annoyance  and  loss  to  the  traveling  public  of  the 
illegal  rate  of  four  cents.  This  raih-oad  litigation, 
which  was  of  public  interest  at  the  time,  attracted 
general  attention  and  the  marked  suc-cess  attend- 
ing ihe  efforts  of  Judge  Sample  won  for  him  much 
favorable  comment  and  well-merited  prais(!. 


y?ILLIAM    J.    WILSON,    president    of    the 
private  banking  house  of  Mattinson,  AVil- 
W^      son  &   Co.,  of  Gibson   City,    111.,  is  a  na- 
tive of  Clarke  County,  Ohio,  and  was  born  on  the 
29th   of    June,    1838.     His    parents,   Washington 


and  IMary  A.  (Forman)  Wilson,  were  from  Ohio. 
His  fatiier's  birth  occurred  on  the  18th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1811,  near  Fairfield,  Greene  County,  and  the 
mother  was  born  in  Clarke  County.  They  were 
married  May  22,  1836,  and  lived  togetiier  as  hus- 
band and  wife  for  nearly  half  a  centurj',  when 
called  to  their  final  rest.  Washington  Wilson 
died  at  his  home  in  Springfield,  Ohio,  on  Sunday, 
April  26,  188.5,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years 
and  seven  montiis.  His  wife  passed  away  on  the 
5th  of  May  following,  surviving  her  husband  only 
nine  days.  Tliey  had  joined  the  Christian  Church 
together  in  1839,  and  remained  worthy  and  con- 
sistent members  of  that  society  to  the  close  of 
their  lives.  It  is  said  of  them  that  they  were  re- 
markably adapted  to  each  other  and  wore  pos- 
sessed of  noble  traits  of  character. 

Micliael  Wilson,  the  father  of  Washington  Wil- 
son, was  a  soldier  of  tlie  War  of  1812,  and  died 
soon  after  his  return  from  the  war  from  the  effects 
of  exposure  while  in  the  service.  His  widow  re- 
moved to  Harmony  Township,  and  later  made  her 
home  with  her  son  Washington  in  Springfield, 
where  she  died  in  1880,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
ninet3'-two  years. 

Washington  and  Mary  A.  AVilson  were  the  par- 
ents of  eleven  children:  Michael,  William  J., 
George  W.,  Harrison,  John,  Addison;  Luther,  de- 
ceased; Nancy  T.,  Harriet;  Maiy  A.,  deceased, 
was  the  wife  of  Dr.  Strain;  Flora  is  now  Mrs.  Dr. 
Clarence  Kay;  Michael  and  xVddison  reside  in 
Springfield,  (Jhio;  George  W.,  who  was  State  Sen- 
ator, makes  his  home  in  London,  Ohio;  Harriet  is 
a  I'esident  of  London,  Ohio;  Nancy  T.  is  the  wife 
of  Joliu  J.  Goodfellow;  Harrison  is  a  farmer  of 
Madison  Count3^  Ohio,  and  .Tolin  resides  in  Gibson 
City. 

Washington  Wilson  made  lils  home  in  Spring- 
field at  an  early  day.  He  was  industrious  and 
frugal,  and  accumulated  a  large  landed  estate,  hav- 
ing nearly  two  thousand  acres  of  land  near  Spring- 
field at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  one  of  the 
prime  movers  in  the  organization  of  the  Christian 
Church  in  Springfield,  and  was  one  of  its  oilicers  and 
most  earnest  supporters.  As  a  Christian,  he  was 
Biblically  orthodox,  and  practically  evangelical 
with  charity  for  all.     He  was  active  as  a  speaker 
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and  worker  in  cliurcli,  prayer  meetings  and  Siin- 
day-scliDol,  and  liis  hospitality  to  tlic  ministers 
was  liheral  and  niucli  partaken  of.  He  was  noted 
for  steadfastness  of  purpose,  a  broad  Christian 
spirit  and  for  his  efforts  to  do  good  in  his  coninm- 
nity  and  to  encourage  and  deveh)p  a  true  Chris- 
tian spirit  in  tliose  wlio  came  witliin  tlie  range 
of  his  inlluence.  The  sterhng  (jualities  of  this 
worthy  man  and  his  estimable  wife,  which  gave 
them  such  high  standing  in  their  community,  have 
had  their  influence  in  forming  the  character  of 
their  children,  who  have  become  useful  and  worthy 
members  of  society. 

William  .].  Wilson  was  reared  to  agricultural 
pursuits  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
S[)ringfield,  Ohio.  On  the  ITtli  of  September, 
1863,  he  was  married,  in  his  native  county,  to 
Miss  Lydia  Goodfellow,  a  daughter  of  -lolin  and 
Lucy  (Bennett)  (!oodfellow,and  a  native  of  Clarke 
County,  Ohio. 

On  attaining  man's  estate,  Mr.  Wilson  engaged 
in  farming  near  his  old  home,  and  continued  in 
that  vocation  until  1875,  when  he  embarked  in 
the  grocery  business  at  London,  Ohio.  In  1876, 
he  sold  out  and  removed  to  Gibson  City,  111.,  and 
engaged  in  the  grain  trade,  which  he  conducted 
successfully  until  the  burning  of  his  elevator.  On 
coming  to  Gibson  City,  Mr.  AVilson  invested  in 
farming  lands  in  Ford  County,  and  has  increased 
his  acreage  until  he  now  owns  fifteen  hundred 
acres  of  agricultural  lands,  which  are  situated 
partly  in  the  following  counties:  Ford,  Vermilion 
and  Lee.  Two  years  after  he  settled  in  Gibson 
City,  Mr.  Wilson  became  a  partner  in  the  bank- 
ing house  now  carried  on  under  the  firm  title  of 
Mattinson,  Wilson  &  Co.,  the  oldest  bank  in  the 
city,  and  has  maintained  partnership  relations  with 
that  institution  continuously  since.  In  addition  to 
the  business  interests  already  mentioned,  Mr.  Wil- 
son has  done  an  extensive  business  in  growing, 
buying,  feeding  and  shipping  live  stock.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Gibson  Canning  Company, 
of  which  he  is  Vice-President. 

Ten  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wil- 
son, three  sons  and  six  daughters  now  living: 
Minnie  B.  is  the  wife  of  Evan  Mattinson,  of 
the  banking    house  of  Mattinson,  Wilson    &  Co.; 


Luther  B.  is  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business  in 
Dixon,  111.;  Cora  May  resides  with  her  parents; 
Lucy  F.  is  the  wife  of  Albert  Browning,  a  farmer 
of  Drummer  Townshii);  William  J.,  .Jr.;  Mary 
Maud,  Gr.ace,  Mabel  and  Arthur  tilcnn.  One 
died  in  infancy. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Wilson  is  a  Republican,  but  has 
never  sought  or  desired  public  ollice.  In  their 
religious  views,  Mr.  Wilson,  his  wife  and  older 
children  are  Presbyterians,  and  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  that  church.  The  chil- 
dren older  than  Mary  Maud  were  born  in  Clarke 
Countj',  Ohio,  while  she  and  those  younger  are 
natives  of  Gibson  City. 

Since  his  residence  at  Gibson  City,  Mr.  Wilson 
has  been  actively  and  prominently  identified  witli 
its  commercial  and  financial  interests,  and  it  is  no 
flattery  to  say  of  him  that  his  record  has  been  that 
of  a  man  of  strict  integrit}',  enterprise  and  abil- 
it}'.  In  his  business  career,  he  has  been  eminently 
successful,  and  has  succeeded  in  accumulating  a 
large  and  valuable  property,  while  his  uniformly 
upright  course  in  life  and  just  regard  for  the 
rights  of  others  have  entitled  him  to  a  place  in  the 
foremost  ranks  of  the  most  respected  and  worthy 
citizens  of  Ford  County. 


^^ 


A.  COAL,  proprietor,  editor  and  publisher 
of  the  daily  and  weekly  Gibson  City  Enter- 
piise,  the  leading  Republican  journal  in  the 
western  part  of  Ford  County,  is  a  native 
of  Washington,  Pa.,  and  was  born  November  28, 
1856.  His  father  is  Dr.  W.  P.  T.  Coal,  a  retired 
physici.an,  now  of  Bloomington,  111.,  but  formerly 
of  Washington  Count}',  Pa.  He  still  owns  the  old 
family  homestead  in  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  that 
has  been  in  the  possession  of  the  family  since  the 
patent  was  obtained  from  the  Government  in 
Colonial  days.  He  was  born  in  Steuben  County, 
N.  Y.,  on  the  16th  of  November,  1818,  and  is  of 
German  descent,  several  generations  remote.  He 
was  graduated  from  Bath  Medical  College  and 
practiced  his  profession  for  forty  years.  He  is  a 
thorough  scholar,  though  largely  self-educated,  and 
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is  a  contributor  to  several  Eastern  magazines  and 
IjeriocUcals.  His  wife,  tlie  itiotlier  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Breckenriclge  Count}^  Ky.,  in  May, 
1819,  and  was  descended  from  one  of  the  oldest 
and  most  prominent  of  Kentucky  families.  She 
passed  to  her  final  rest  many  years  ago.  her  death 
occurring  in  December,  1859. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  came  to  Illinois  in 
1858,  and  was  educated  in  the  High  School  at 
Tremont  and  at  the  Normal  Universit}',  at  Normal, 
spending  about  two  years  as  a  student  in  the  last- 
named  institution.  On  completing  his  term  at  the 
University,  he  engaged  in  teaching  school  and  was 
employed  in  that  vocation  for  nine'  years.  He 
taught  the  Sibley  School,  the  Elliott  School  and 
what  is  known  as  the  Dixon  School,  to  the  south  of 
Gibson  City.  During  a  part  of  this  time,  he 
taught  two  different  schools  in  the  same  year,  so 
that  he  really  taught  twelve  mouths  in  the  year. 

In  December,  1879,  he  started  the  Sibley  Index, 
and  ou  the  5th  of  June,  1883,  established  the  Gib- 
son City  Enterprise,  a  straight  Republican  weekly 
paper,  still  continuing  the  publication  of  the  Index 
a  j'ear  and  a  half  later.  He  started  the  daily  Gib- 
son City  Enterprise  in  December,  1889.  a  six-column 
folio,  still  carrying  on  the  weekly  Enterprise,  a 
six-column  quarto.  He  has  continued  the  publica- 
tion of  both  to  the  present  time,  having  made  a 
success  of  the  venture  and  built  up  a  prosperous 
business.  He  has  in  connection  with  his  newspaper 
publishing  a  well-appointed  job  otlice  and  does  an 
extensive  business  in  the  line  of  first-class  com- 
mercial job  work. 

On  the  29th  of  December,  1879,  Mr.  Coal  was 
married,  in  Gibson  City,  to  Miss  Sadie  E.  Black,  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  J.  Black,  Her 
father  is  deceased  and  her  mother  is  now  the  wife 
of  J.  H.  Dungan,  of  Gibson  City.  Mrs.  Coal  was 
born  in  Clinton  Ccrunty,  Ind.,  and  came  to  Illinois 
in  childhood.  She  lias  become  the  mother  of  one 
child,  a  son.  Earl  H.  D.,  who  was  born  on  the  26th 
of  June,  1888.  The  parents  are  both  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  the  work  of 
which  they  take  an  active  interest. 

Mr.  Coal  is  a  Knight  Templar  Mason,  a  member 
of  Gibson  Lodge  No.  73.3,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  of  Gib- 
son Chapter  No.  183,  R.  A.  M.;  of  Gibson  Council 


No.  72;  and  Mt.  Olivet  Coramandery  No.  38,  K.  T., 
of  Paxton.  He  is  an  active  and  earnest  supporter 
of  Republican  principles  and  is  a  potent  factor  in 
canii)aign  work.  His  ac<iua;ntance  is  extensive 
throughout  the  county  and  his  friends  are  many 
and  among  the  best  of  his  fellow-citizens.  Pie 
possesses  a  genial  and  fraternal  spirit,  is  always 
courteous  and  cordial  in  manner  with  strangers  as 
well  as  friends.  He  is  a  fluent,  easy  writer  and  his 
papers  are  among  the  best  published  in  this  part  of 
the  State.  lie  and  his  wife  rank  high  in  social  cir- 
cles and  are  numbered  among  the  [)iominent  and 
worthy  citizens  of  Ford  County. 


ROF.  JOHN  D.  SHOOP,  who  has  been 
Principal  of  the  Gibson  City  schools  since 
September,  1890,  was  born  in  Sabina,  Clin- 
ton County,  Ohio,  March  3,  1857,  and  is  a 
son  of  Jonathan  and  Margaret  (Snyder)  Shoop. 
His  father  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  his 
.mother  in  Fleming  County,  Ky.  Our  subject  was 
orphaned  in  childhood,  his  mother  d3dng  while  he 
was  yet  an  infant,  and  his  father  passing  away 
when  he  was  but  seven  years  of  age.  His  parents 
were  in  limited  circumstances,  and  John  D.  was 
left,  at  the  early  age  of  seven,  to  fight  the  battle 
of  life  alone  and  unaided.  He  was  reared  to 
manhood  among  strangers,  and  was  apprenticed  to 
a  farmer  until  twenty-one  years  of  age.  His  edu- 
cation was  obtained  at  private  schools  and  by  self- 
culture.  He  began  teaching  in  1878,  in  Fayette 
County,  Ohio,  and  was  Principal  of  the  schools  at 
Bloomingburg,  Ohio,  for  three  years.  Subsequently, 
he  taught  in  the  Institute  at  Washington  Court 
House,  where  he  remained  until  1889. 

On  the  1st  of  September,  1887,  Prof.  Shoop  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Jennie  B.  Perrill. 
Mrs.  Shoop  was  born  at  Washington  Court  House, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  James  and  Rebecca  Perrill. 
Her  father  is  a  prominent  fanner  of  her  native 
county,  and  one  of  the  highl}'  esteemed  citizens. 
In  1889,  Prof.  Shoop  came  to  Illinois,  settling  in 
Saybrook,  McLean  County,  where  he  was  employed 


^?i<.4<p 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


211 


as  Principal  of  the  schools  for  one  year.  At  the 
expiration  of  that  time,  he  resigned  to  accept  his 
present  jwsition,  that  of  Principal  of  the  Gibson 
City  Scliools.  These  seliools  have  an  enrollment 
of  five  hundred  pupils.  Ten  teachers  are  em- 
pl03'ed  and  the  scliools  arc  in  a  prosperous  and 
tliriving  condition. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shoop  hold  membership  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and,  in  politics,  he 
alliliates  with  the  Republican  part\',  of  which  he  is 
a  stiinch  supporter,  but  has  never  been  an  aspirant 
for  public  office.  He  is  a  Knight  Templar  Mason, 
being  a  member  of  Garfield  Commandery  No.  28, 
of  Washington  Court  House,  Ohio,  and  also  be- 
longs to  Hope  Lodge  No.  140,  K.  of  P.,  of  Say- 
brook,  III.  Prof.  Shoop  is  recognized  as  an  emi- 
nently qualified  and  skillful  educator  and  during 
his  two  years'  charge  of  the  Gibson  City  schools, 
has  won  the  confidence  and  good  opinion  of  those 
interested  in  the  cause  of  education  at  that  place. 
He  is  thorough  and  systematic  in  the  management 
of  the  schools,  and  is  well  su[)ported  by  an  able 
corps  of  teachers,  and  the  school  is  rapidly  ad- 
vancing to  a  high  standard  of  perfection. 
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UILLIAM  A.  BICKET,  general  manager  of 
the  Hiram  Sibley  estate  in  Ford  and  Liv- 
^^f^  ingston  Comities,  was  born  in  Toronto, 
Canada,  September  9,  1842,  and  is  a  son  of  James 
and  Jane  (Leckie)  Bicket,  both  of  whom  are  now 
deceased.  Our  subject's  connection  with  the  im- 
mense propertj^  of  which  he  is  now  the  manager 
began  in  August,  1872,  when  Michael  L.  Sullivant 
was  proprietor,  and  since  1878,  when  Hiram  Sib- 
ley succeeded  to  lis  ownership,  he  has  been  general 
injinagcr.  A  brief  description  of  the  property  in 
question  will  not  be  inappropriate  in  connection 
with  the  biography  of  its  resident  legal  represen- 
tative and  general  manager,  so  we  give  a  sketch  of 
the  same  on  another  page  of  this  work. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  native  of  Scot- 
land and  emigrated  to  Canada  in  his  youth.  The 
mother  was  born  in  Canada,  and  was  of  Scotch 
and  English  descent.     Their    family    consisted  of 


five  children,  as  follows:  Isaac  B.,  the  eldest, 
was  a  soldier  of  the  Union  army  during  the 
late  war.  He  was  poisoned  by  drinking  from 
the  poisoned  wells  of  Maryland,  and  received  his 
discharge  on  account  of  physical  disability,  but 
afterward  re-enlisted  in  the  seventeenth  Illinois 
Cavalry  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He 
married,  and  died  in  Sibley  on  the  27th  of  Feb- 
ruaiy,  1880,  presumably  from  the  effects  of  the 
poison  which  remained  in  his  S3'stem  from  the 
time  of  his  service.  William  A.  is  the  next 
younger.  Agnes,  the  only  daughter,  is  the  wife 
of  the  Rev.  George  Mitchell,  B.  A.,  pastor  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  St.  Catharines, 
Canada.  .James  L.,  the  youngest,  is  employed  as 
book-keeper  in  the  Sibley  estate  oflice  in  Sibley, 
111.     One  child  died  in  infancy. 

William  A.  Bicket  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Canada,  attended  the  public  schools  and  served  a 
five-years'  apprenticeship  to  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness in  Perth,  Ontario.  In  1860,  he  went  to  Chi- 
cago, and  was  employed  as  a  clerk  in  a  commis- 
sion house  for  two  years,  when  he  removed  to 
Wabasha  County,  Minn.,  where  he  purchased  a 
farm  and  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 
until  Februaiy,  1864.  On  the  2.5th  of  that  month, 
he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Seventh  Minnesota  In- 
fantry, was  detailed  on  special  duty  immediately 
after  entering  the  service  and  was  stationed  at 
Ft.  Snelling,  where  he  was  in  charge  of  receiving 
and  forwarding  recruits  to  the  front,  and  con- 
tinued in  that  line  of  duty  until  mustered  out 
May  11,  1865. 

On  his  return  from  the  war,  Mr.  Bicket  engaged 
in  the  grain  commission  business  in  Chicago  until 
1866,  when  he  went  to  Loda,  111.,  and  took  charge 
of  a  distillery,  then  one  of  the  largest  in  the  United 
States,  continuing  there  until  August,  1872,  when 
he  entered  the  service  of  Mr.  Sullivant  in  Ford 
County  as  commissary  for  his  mammoth  farm. 
On  the  failure  and  assignment  of  his  employer 
early  in  1877,  he  was  placed  in  charge  of  the 
property  as  manager  under  the  assignee,  in  which 
capacity  he  served  until  Octolier,  1878,  when  Mr. 
Sibley  came  into  legal  possession  of  the  property. 
He  was  retained  by  the  new  proprietor  in  the  same 
capacity-  and  since  the  death  of  Mr.  Sibley,  on  the 
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11th  of  July,  1888,  he  has   been  general  manager 
of  the  estate  in  Ford  and  Livingston  Counties. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Bici<ct  is  a  Republican,  and  lias 
been  active  and  influential  in  the  local  cain[)aign 
work  of  his  party.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Ford 
County  Republican  Commiltoe,  having  often  served 
.as  delegate  to  district.countj-  and  State  conventions, 
and  has  held  various  ottlcial  positions.  For  four- 
teen years  he  has  been  Supervisor  of  Sullivant 
Township,  was  Coroner  of  Ford  County  for  four 
years  and  has  held  everj'  office  at  times  in  the 
village  of  Sibley  from  President  of  the  Board  of 
Education  to  President  of  the  village.  He  is  a 
Knight  Templar  Mason,  belonging  to  Sibley  Lodge 
No.  761,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  Gibson  Chapter  No.  183, 
R.  A.  M.;  Gibson  Council  No.  72;  and  Mt. Olivet 
Commandery  No.  38,  K.  T.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  Lott  Post  No.  70,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Gibson. 

On  the  14th  of  February,  1867,  Mr.  Bicket  was 
united  in  marriage  at  Faribault,  Minn.,  to  Miss 
Ellen  Pratt,  who  was  born  in  Berlin,  Wis.,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Henry  and  .Jane  E.  Pratt.  Her  father 
was  among  the  pioneers  of  Minnesota,  and  was  in 
the  Government  service  at  the  Winnebago  Indian 
Agency  at  an  early  day.  Eight  children  were 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bicket,  of  whom  six  are  yet 
living:  Mary  Gertrude,  wife  of  the  Rev.  Elbert 
H.  Alford,  of  the  Methodist  Church,  of  Sible3%  by 
whom  she  has  two  children,  Don  Bicket  and  Gene- 
vieve; Nellie  Louise  is  employed  In  her  father's 
office  in  Sibley;  Effie  May  is  a  teacher  in  the  Sib- 
ley schools;  James  Pratt  is  a  student  in  Chaddock 
College,  of  Quiney,  111.;  William  Albert  died  at 
the  age  of  fiteen  months;  Harr}*  Leckie  died  when 
twelve  months  old;  Grace  Darling  and  Hiram  Sib- 
lej',  the  youngest  of  the  f.imil}',  now  surviving. 
In  their  religious  belief,  the  family  are  Method- 
ists, members  of  the  church  in  Sibley,  of  which 
Mr.  Bicket  is  a  Trustee. 

It  is  now  twenty  j'cars  since  our  subject  became 
identified  with  the  property  known  as  the  Hiram 
Siblej'  estate  and  fifteen  years  since  he  had  full 
control  of  the  management  of  the  entire  estate  in 
Ford  and  Livingston  Counties.  The  history  of 
the  growth  and  development  of  the  property  is 
covered  in  a  description  of  the  estate  published 
elsewhere  in  this  work,  which    speaks  volumes  in 


praise  of  the  sagacity,  fidelity  and  executive  abil- 
itj'  of  the  manager.  His  just,  liberal  and  impar- 
tial treatment  of  the  tenants  has  won  their  regard 
and  confidence,  while  his  honest  and  judicious 
discharge  of  duty  has  been  eminentl3'  satisfactory 
to  those  interested  in  the  estate. 
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UGH  ALEXANDER  KELSO,  M.  D.,  the 
iK  )|)  oldest  medical  practitioner  in  continuous 
years  of  i)ractice  of  Ford  County,  as 
©)  well  as  cme  f)f  the  most  successful  phy- 
sicians and  surgeons  of  Eastern  Illinois,  first  saw 
the  light  of  day  in  Morgan  Count}-,  Ind.,  on 
the  6th  of  December,  1829,  and  is  a  son  of  James 
B.  and  Malvina  (Iludeburg)  Kelso.  His  paternal 
ancestors  were  from  Jamestown,  Va.,  and  the 
branch  of  the  f.amily  from  which  the  Doctor  is 
descended  removed,  some  time  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  Last  century,  to  North  Carolina,  and  thence  to 
Eastern  Tennessee  early  in  the  present  century. 

Dr.  Kelso's  father  w.as  born  in  East  Tennessee, 
in  1807,  and  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native 
State,  and  was  there  married,  about  1828,  to  Miss 
Iludeburg.  The  following  year  he  removed  with 
his  wife  to  Morgan  County,  Ind.  He  entertained 
strong  abolition  principles  and  left  Tennessee  on 
account  of  his  hostility  to  the  institution  of  slav- 
ery. His  wife  died  iu  Indiana  in  1840,  at  the 
age  of  thirty-five.  Mr.  Kelso  remained  in  that 
State  until  18.09,  when  he  came  to  Illinois,  locat- 
ing in  Cumberland  County.  Subsequently,  he  re- 
moved to  Vernon,  111.,  but  afterward  returned  to 
Cumberland  County,  where  his  death  occurred  in 
1882,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years. 

Dr.  Kelso,  after  attending  preparatory  schools, 
entered  the  State  University  at  Bloomington,  Ind., 
where  he  was  a  student  during  1848  and  1849. 
He  then  went  South  and  engaged  in  teaching 
school  in  Louisiana.  In  1850,  he  began  the  study 
of  medicine  in  Morehouse  Parish,  La.,  and  at- 
tended lectures  at  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Col- 
lege, of  Cincinnati.  In  1855,  he  established  him- 
self in  practice  in  Morgan  County,  Ind.,  where  he 
continued  with   success  until  1858,  when    he  came 
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to  Illinois  and  located  at  Farmington,  Coles 
County.  There  lie  soon  built  up  a  large  practice, 
which  he  ahandoned  to  enter  the  volunteer  ser- 
vice for  tlie  late  war. 

The  Doctor  became  First  Assistant  Surgeon  of 
the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-third  Illinois  In- 
fantry in  August,  1862.  That  regiment  was  under 
(■en.  Uuell  at  first,  but  was  subsequently  mounted 
and  armed  with  Spencer  rifles  and  assigned  to 
Gen.  Thomas'  Division.  They  participated  in  the 
battles  of  I'erryville,  Ky.,  October  8,  1862;  Chick- 
amauga,  September  19  and  20,  1863;  Lookout 
Mountain.  Novemlier  24;  and  Missionarj'  Ridge 
the  following  day,  together  with  the  capture  of 
Hoover's  Gap.  At  the  battle  of  Chickamauga, 
when  the  Union  forces  had  fallen  back.  Dr.  Kelso 
remained  on  the  field,  .seeking  the  wounded  who 
might  need  a  surgeon's  care,  with  tlie  view  of 
being  admitted  through  the  rebel  lines  with  the 
privilege  of  serving  our  injured  in  the  hands  of 
the  Confederates.  After  relieving  the  few  wounded, 
finding  in  the  woods  a  much  less  number  than  he 
expected,  he  saw  approaching  a  train  of  twenty 
ambulances  from  Crawfish  Springs  Hospital,and 
saw  a  lot  of  straggling  Union  troops  in  squads 
al)out  in  the  woods.  An  officer  expressed  the 
opinion  that  to  escape  capture  was  impossible,  and 
that  they  might  as  well  stay  where  they  were  and 
surrender.  The  idea  of  surrendering  had  not  oc- 
curred to  the  Doctor  who  replied,  "You  can  get 
out  of  here  if  jou  want  to."  The  Captain  then 
said,  "If  you  can  get  us  out,  lead  the  way."  Hav- 
ing by  previous  excursions  become  familiar  with 
the  country,  and  believing  they  might  be  led  in 
safety  to  join  their  comrades.  Dr.  Kelso  assumed 
command,  directing  orderlies  to  the  various  squads 
with  instructions  for  all  to  fall  in  line  and  follow 
the  ambulances,  one  of  which  he  mounted,  lead- 
ing off  across  the  country  regardless  of  roads,  over 
hills,  through  valleys  and  woods  until,  having 
covered  a  distance  of  two  miles,  tlie3'  came  up 
with  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-third  Illinois 
Mounted  Infantry,  cut  off  from  the  main  army 
and  read  J'  to  fall  back,  ^^ery  much  to  the  sur- 
prise of  the  commanding  officer,  the  Doctor  proved 
to  have  a  following  nearl}'  equal  in  number  to 
the  One    Hundred    and    Twenty-third.      He    was 


then  informed  that  lie  had  been  in  demand  to 
form  one  of  a  detail  of  Federal  surgeons  to  go 
through  the  Confederate  lines  and  aid  in  the  care 
of  the  wounded,  which  opportunity  he  had  missed, 
an  event  for  which  he  was  not  sony  when  he 
learned  subsequently  liow  the  Union  surgeons 
that  did  go  were  misused.  This  story  is  related 
as  one  of  the  peculiar  experiences  the  Doctor  met 
during  his  term  of  service,  a  curious  feature  of  the 
affair  being  that  the  very  means  he  took  to  get 
into  the  Confederate  lines  defeated  his  purpose, 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  he  was  the  means  of 
saving  a  train  of  ambulances  and  a  considerable 
body  of  troops  from  capture,  and  thus  rendered 
the  Government  valuable  service  entirely  outside 
his  line  of  duty. 

Following  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  Dr.  Kelso 
was  detailed  under  Surg.-Gen.  Blair  to  estab- 
lish a  general  hospital  near  the  field  of  Chick- 
amauga, which  he  did,  devoting  a  month  to  that 
duty.  He  was  then  placed  in  charge  of  a  long 
train  of  ambulances,  conveying  a  body  of  partially 
convalescent  troops  from  Chickamauga  over  the 
mountains  to  Stephenson  Station,  whence  they 
were  to  be  sent  home  on  furlough.  Having  per- 
formed thatdut}',  he  was  detailed  to  join  a  squad 
of  cavalry  that  was  sent  out  in  search  of  guerrillas, 
but  was  recalled  to  take  charge  of  a  smallpox  hos- 
pital at  Paint  Rock,  Ala.,  where  he  spent  some 
months.  Later,  he  went  down  the  river  to  H.unts- 
ville,  rejoined  his  regiment  and  was  detailed  to 
establish  a  hospital  near  there  for  .Stanley's  Cav- 
alry Division.  He  approin-iated  the  elegant  pri- 
vate residence  of  United  States  Senator  Clement 
C.  Clay  for  the  purpose.  The  mansion  was  richl}' 
furnished  and  the  cellars  were  stocked  with  choice 
wines  and  delicacies  that  proved  a  very  valuable 
auxiliary  to  the  usual  hospital  stores.  He  re- 
mained in  charge  at  that  hospital  until  the  spring 
of  18G4,  when  he  resigned  and  returned  to  his 
home  in  Illinois.  Perryville  was  the  first  regular 
battle  in  which  the  regiment  was  engaged,  and  Dr. 
Kelso  tells  a  rather  humorous  anecdote  in  the 
first  experience  of  his  line  of  duty  on  that 
occasion.  He  had  only  been  a  month  in  the  ser- 
vice and,  as  opportunity  offered,  he  read  the 
printed   army    regulations    and    the    instructions 
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in  regard  to  tlie  proper  disposition  of  the  ambu- 
lances  and  hospital  force  relative  to  the  regi- 
ment. The  surgeon's  assistants  were  to  take  po- 
sition ten  paces  to  the  rear  of  tlieir  respective 
companies  and  the  ambulances  were  to  be  placed 
fifty  paces  m  the  rear  of  each  corapanj-.  When 
the  regiment  was  drawn  up  in  the  line  of  battle  at 
Perryville,  he  placed  his  force  and  the  ambulances 
according  to  regulation  directions,  as  he  supposed, 
and  about  the  time  his  arrangements  were  com- 
pleted, Gen.  Terry  came  riding  by.  The  surgeon, 
after  saluting,  asked  the  General  if  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  ambulance  corps  was  all  right,  and 
was  a  little  surprised  that  the  General  laughed  as 
he  said  "All  right."  A  few  minutes  later  a  can- 
non liall  knocked  the  front  end  of  one  ambulance 
to  sliver-s.  Later,  the  surgeon  discovered  that  the 
regulations  he  had  followed  were  intended  for 
dress  parade,  and  that  in  action  the  amliulances 
were  safer  more  distant  from  the  front  and  would 
be  more  apt  to  be  in  condition  for  service  when 
needed  than  if  placed  in  dress  parade  style.  It 
was  then  plain  to  him  why  Gen.  Terry  had  been 
so  amused  on  tlie  occasion  mentioned.  The  event 
may  have  been  the  last  to  bring  a  smile  to  the 
General's  lips,  as  he  was  killed  within  three  hours 
afterward.  The  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-third 
Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  was  in  the  hottest  of 
the  fight  at  Perryville  and  sustained  a  loss  of 
thirty-seven  killed  on  the  field.  Seven  died  .soon 
afterward  of  their  wounds  and  one  hundred  and 
seventeen  were  seriously  injured.  At  the  close  of 
the  engagement,  Dr.  Kelso  was  the  only  surgeon 
with  his  regiment  a])le  for  duty,  the  others,  with 
the  exception  of  one  at  Louisville,  being  sick. 

In  July  following  his  return  from  the  arm)-,  the 
Doctor  established  piactice  at  Paxton,  which  he 
has  since  pursued  with  marked  success,  covering  a 
period  of  twenty-eight  years.  During  the  earlj' 
years  of  his  practice  in  Ford  County,  the  country 
was  but  sparsely  settled,  the  roads  were  few  and 
bridges  not  often  met  with,  and  the  Doctor,  like 
his  brethren  of  the  profession  throughout  the 
country  at  that  time,  was  forced  to  endure  much 
hardship  and  sometimes  danger  of  bodilj-  injury. 
Blizzards,  with  the  mercury  at  thirty  degrees  be- 
low zero,  were  encountered  on  open  prairies  where 


miles  intervened  between  human  habitations.  The 
fording  of  swollen  streams,  wliicii  was  not  unusual, 
was  not  conducive  to  comfort  or  health,  but,  as 
time  passed  and  the  country  became  better  settled, 
things  improved  and  the  ]>octor's  business  became 
extended  until  he  enjoyed  a  large  and  lucrative 
practice,  which  he  has  held  to  the  present  time. 

Dr.  Kelso  has  lieen  twice  married,  first  in  early 
manhood  in  his  native  county  to  Miss  Sarah  Knox, 
who  died  in  little  less  than  a  year  from  her  wedding 
day.  In  September,  1858,  at  Charleston,  Coles 
County,  111.,  he  married  Miss  Marg.aret  Brashares, 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  Perry  Brashares,  who  was  a 
local  minister  and  a  near  and  intimate  neighbor  of 
the  parents  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  The  Doctor  and 
his  wife  had  three  children:  Perry,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  three  years.  Elmer  Lincoln,  who  was 
born  in  Coles  County  m  November,  1860,  w.as 
educated  at  Champaign  and  studied  for  the  medi- 
cal profession  in  the  Chicago  Medical  College,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  March  27,  1883,  with  the 
degree  of  M.  D.  He  married  Miss  Leota  Keffner 
and  entered  upon  the  iiractice  of  his  profession  at 
Paxton,  having  secured  a  liberal  patronage.  Hugh 
A.,  the  second  surviving  son,  was  born  in  Coles 
County  and  graduated  from  the  Paxton  Collegiate 
Institute.  Possessing  marked  musical  talent,  he 
studied  under  the  best  masters  in  the  country,  and 
is  now  the  leading  pianist  at  the  Conservatory  of 
Music,  in  the  Chicago  Auditorium,  under  Prof. 
Sherwood.  He  has  also  been  the  pianist  of  the 
National  Chautauqua,  of  New  York,  under  the 
same  leader. 

Dr.  Kelso  is  a  Republican  and  a  Knight  Temp- 
lar Mason.  He  belongs  to  Paxton  Lodge  No. 
416,  A.  F.  <fc  A.  M.;  Ford  Chapter  No.  113,  R.A.M; 
and  Mt.  Olivet  Commandery  No.  38,  K.  T.,  .all  of 
Paxton.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Illinois  State 
Medical  Society,  the  Central  Illinois  Medical  So- 
ciety and  an  honorary  graduate  of  the  Chicago 
Medical  College  of  Chicago.  Dr.  Kelso  has  won 
an  enviable  reputation  throughout  Eastern  Illi- 
nois, both  as  a  physician  and  surgeon,  and  his 
well-known  ability,  skill  and  experience  have  piac«d 
him  in  the  front  rank  of  his  profession.  He  has 
been  a  thorough  student  and  careful  reader  of  the 
best  current  literature  of   the  profession,  so   that 
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lie  has  kept'  himself  well  abreast  of  the  medical 
and  scientific  discoveries  of  the  da^'  from  year  to 
year.  His  acquaintance  is  extensive  throughout 
Eastern  and  Central  Illinois,  where  he  has  made 
nian\'  fiieuds  who  hold  him  in  hiyh  esteem. 


1.5..5.4..{.> 


RANCE  L.  COOK,  State  Attorney  of  Ford 
County,  who  is  now  serving  his  twelfth 
year  in  that  ottice,  is  one  of  the  well-known 
and  prominent  citizens  of  Paxton.  A  native  of 
the  Empire  State,  he  was  born  in  Oneida  County, 
August  3,  1842,  and  is  a  son  of  the  Hon.  Harry  D. 
and  Joanna  (Hall)  Cook,  a  sketch  of  whom  ap- 
pears on  another  page  of  this  work. 

Our  subject  came  to  Illinois  with  his  parents,  in 
1850,  while  yet  a  child  of  eight  years,  and,  after 
attending  the  public  schools,  entered  P^ureka  Col- 
lege, and  subsequently  continued  hi.s  studies  in 
Knox  College,  where  his  literar3-  education  was 
completed.  For  four  years,  from  18^2  to  1866, 
he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Illinois  Central  Rail- 
road Company  as  agent  at  Kappa,  this  .State,  and, 
in  the  latter  year,  went  to  Washington,  D.  C,  as 
assistant  of  his  father,  who  was  financial  agent  of 
Illinois  in  charge  of  collection  of  State  claims 
against  the  general  Government,  growing  out  of 
the  late  war.  During  1867-68,  he  was  Clerk  of  the 
committee  on  foreign  affairs,  of  which  Gen.  Ranks, 
of  the  House  of  Re|)resentatives,  was  Chairman. 
Subsequeutl}'  he  was  made  Clerk  of  the  committee 
on  Territories,  of  which  Senator  Cullom,  of  Illi- 
nois, was  Chairman.  At  the  same  time  he  was 
reading  law,  and  was  a  student  of  the  Columbian 
Law  College  of  Washington,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  the  Class  of  '71,  and  was  admitted 
to  the  Rar  the  same  year.  In  the  autumn  of  that 
year,  he  returned  to  his  home  in  Normal,  III.,  and 
the  following  spring  opened  a  law  oftice  in  Pax- 
ton,  where  he  has  been  in  active  and  successful 
practice  continuously  since.  He  was  alone  in  bus- 
mess  until  1885,  when  the  existing  partnership 
was  formed  with  W.  S.  Moffett,  and  the  firm  style 
of  Cook  &  Moffett  was  assumed. 

On  November   8,    1870,  Mr.  Cook  was  joined  in 


wedlock,  in  Normal,  III.,  with  Jliss  Kate  Ander- 
son, of  that  place,  who  was  born  in  Ohio,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  William  Anderson,  a  pioneer  of 
RIoomington,  III.  She  caine  to  this  State  in  child- 
hood, and  was  educated  at  the  State  Normal 
School  at  Normal,  after  spending  her  earlier  years 
in  RIoomington. 

Since  old  enough  to  take  an  interest  in  politics, 
which  was  during  the  exciting  days  of  the  Civil 
War,  Mr.  Cook  has  alway.s  been  an  advocate  of 
Republican  principles.  In  1880,  he  was  elected 
State  Attorney  for  Ford  County,  has  been  twice 
re-elected,  and  is  now  serving  his  twelfth  year  in 
that  position.  He  is  a  Knight  Templar  Mason, 
holding  membershii)  with  Paxton  Lodge  No.  416, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  Ford  Chapter  No.  113,  R.  A.  M., 
and  of  Ml.  Olivet  Commandery  No.  38,  K.  T,,  all 
of  Paxton.  He  is  also  Vice-president  of  the  First 
National  Bank,  and  a  member  of  the  Roard  of  Di- 
rectors. We  find  in  Mr.  Cook  a  lawyer  of  ac- 
knowledged ability,  who  occupies  a  foremost  po- 
sition at  the  Ford  County  Rar.  Ilis  life  in  Wash- 
ington, during  one  of  the  most  interesting  periods 
of  our  country's  history,  afforded  him  an  oppor- 
tunity to  observe,  more  or  less  intimately,  the 
leading  men  in  public  life  of  that  day,  many  of 
whom  have  become  historic  characters.  A  close 
observer  of  men  and  events,  a  good  meinory  and 
a  happy  faculty  for  expiessing  his  thoughts  and 
views,  make  Mr.  Cook  an  entertaining  conversa- 
tionalist and  a  most  agreeable  companion. 


\1^*.  ETER  PAPINEALs  of  Paxton,  is  numbered 
among  the  early  settlers  of  Ford  County. 
-^-  He  was  born  in  Montreal,  Canada,  on  the 
/  \  20th  of  June,  1837,  and  is  a  son  of  Joseph 
and  Maria  Papineau.  Both  of  his  parents  were  of 
French  extraction.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is 
a  self-made  man,  and  whatever  success  he  has 
achieved  in  life  is  due  entirely'  to  his  own  efforts. 
He  had  very  limited  school  privileges,  onlj'  at- 
tending until  about  eleven  years  of  age,  and  no 
special  advantages  of  any  kind.     He  remained  un- 
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der  tbe  parental  roof  until  seventeen  3'ears  of  age, 
when  he  left  his  father's  home  and  started  out  to 
earn  bis  own  livelihood.  His  chbice  of  an  occupa- 
tion fell  upon  the  bLacksmith's  trade,  and  after 
learning  that  business,  he  followed  it  for  some 
years  in  his  native  land. 

It  was  in  1857  that  he  came  to  the  United  States, 
and  his  first  location  was  made  in  Illinois.  He  be- 
came a  resident  of  Kankakee,  where  he  worked  at 
his  trade  for  three  years,  and  then  went  to  Galena, 
111.,  where  the  succeeding  year  of  his  life  w.as 
passed.  He  then  spent  one  year  in  St.  Ann,  .and 
in  1863  we  find  him  a  resident  of  Ford  Countj-. 
He  made  a  location  in  the  city  of  Paxton,  audsoon 
afterward  erected  a  blacksmith  shop  and  began 
business.  Since  that  time  he  has  engaged  in  black- 
smithing  and  carriage-making  continuously,  and, 
being  an  expert  workman,  has  secured  a  liberal 
patronage,  which  he  retains  by  his  courteous  treat- 
ment and  earnest  efforts  to  please  his  patrons. 

On  the  6th  of  July,  1859,  Mr.  Papineau  led  to 
the  marriage  altar  Miss  Caroline  Beaugard,  who  is 
a  native  of  Canada,  and  is  also  of  French  descent. 
Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  a  family  of  thir- 
teen children,  who,  in  order  of  birth,  are  as  follows: 
Peter,  Edward,  Charles,  Josephine;  George,  who 
died  in  infancy;  Joseph,  River,  Keener,  Arthur, 
John,  Amy,  Leo  and  Loraine.  The  parents  and 
the  children  are  members  of  the  Catholic  Cliureh, 
and  throughout  Ford  County  the  family  is  well 
and  favorably  known.  Mr.  Papineau  is  an  enter- 
prising business  man,  who  by  his  own  efforts  has 
made  his  life  a  successful  one.  He  is  wide  awake 
tf)  the  interests  of  the  cit}',  faithfully'  performs  all 
his  duties  of  citizenship,  and  is  well  worth3-  of 
representation  in  this  volume. 


^■>-^^-<^^ 


ylLLIAM  KENNEY,  a  prominent  farmer 
residing  on  section  21,  AVall  Township, 
claims  Pennsylvania  .as  the  State  of  his 
nativity.  He  was  born  in  Washington  Count}', 
on  the  26th  of  April,  1828,  and  is  a  son  of  James 
Keunej',  who  was  born  on  the  same  farm  as  our 
subject  and  there  still  makes  his  home.     His  par- 


ents were  IJenianiin  and  Elizabeth  (Blair)  Kenney. 
Tiie  former  was  born  June  1»,  1764;  the  latter,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Blair,  was  born  Sep- 
tember 17,  1771,  and  their  marriage  w.is  celebrated 
September  17,  1789.  They  became  the  parents  of 
eight  children:  Margaret,  who  was  born  August  8, 
1790;  Mary,  January  22,  1792;  John  Blair, 
who  was  born  June  14,  1794,  and  died  Septem- 
ber 14,  1808;  Elizabeth,  who  w.is  born  July  6, 
1802,  and  died  on  the  22d  of  December,  of  that 
3'ear;  Benjamin,  wlio  was  born  December  23,  1804, 
and  died  September  8,  1805;  James,  January 
11,  1806;  Wesley,  M.ay  8,  1808,  and  Rebecca, 
December  31,  1810.  The  father  of  this  family- 
died  March  28,  1843,  and  his  wife  survived  un- 
til .January  26,  1852,  when  she  too  was  called  to 
her  final  rest. 

The  father  of  our  subject.  Rev.  James  Kenney, 
acquired  his  education  in  the  log  schools  of  that 
earl}'  day,  and  before  he  had  reached  the  age  of 
twentj'  years  he  joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  began  preaching.  For  more  than 
sixty  years  he  has  engaged  in  the  ministerial  work, 
in  connection  with  which  he  has  carried  on  the 
operation  of  that  farm  which  has  been  his  home 
througliout  his  entire  life. 

About  1828,  Rev.  Mr.  Kenney  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  JNIiss  Ann  Sproat,  who  was  three  3'ears 
his  junior  and  was  a  daughter  of  William  and 
Mary  Sproat,  farmer  people  of  Washington  County. 
The}'  became  the  p.arents  of  four  children:  William 
of  this  sketch;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Asbury  Greenfield, 
of  California;  Cyrus,  who  is  living  on  a  ranch  in 
Ventura  County,  Cal.;  John  F.,  who  follows  .agri- 
cultural pursuits  in  Wall  Township.  The  mother 
died  when  our  subject  was  about  ten  years  old,  and 
a  3'car  later  his  father  married  Patience  Moore,  a 
native  of  Greene  Count3',  Pa.  Tlie3'  became  the  par- 
ents of  eight  children:  Benjamin  F.,  who  is  farming 
in  California;  Eliza,  who  became  the  wife  of  John 
Freeman  and  died  in  Florida;  Margaret,  wife  of 
Wilson  Ward,  of  Washington  County,  Pa.;  James, 
who  makes  his  home  in  the  same  county;  Josephine, 
who  died  in  infanc3';  Kate,  twin  sister  of  .Josephine, 
living  with  her  parents,  and  Mary  M.,  wife  of 
Lewis  Cleaver,  a  merchant  of  Washington  Count3', 
Pa.     The    father   of  this   family  was  one  of  the 
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most  liirfhiy  respected  citizens  of  tbat  community. 
In  his  social  relations,  lie  is  a  Mason  and,  in  politics, 
is  a  Republican.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote 
for  John  Quincy  Adams,  and  afterwards  supported 
the  Whig  parly  until  the  rise  of  the  Republican 
party. 

There  was  not  much  to  vary  the  monotony  of 
the  early  life  of  our  subject,  which  was  spent  in 
farm  work  and  in  the  attendance  at  the  common 
schools.  As  the  family  was  in  limited  circumstances, 
he  saw  something  of  the  harder  side  of  life.  Ilis 
health  not  being  veiygood,  he  learned  the  trade  of 
a  saddler,  which  he  followed  in  the  Ke3'stonc  State 
until  18.5.%  when,  believing  he  could  better  his  fi- 
nancial condition, he  emigrated  to  Putnam  County, 
111.,  in  the  siiring  of  1851,  and  for  two  years 
worked  by  the  day  as  a  farm  hand.  He  then  en- 
gaged in  farming  for  himself  until  1856,  when  he 
removed  to  La  Salle  County,  where  he  rented  land 
until  1874,  when  he  came  to  Ford  Count3',  and 
bought  an  unimproved  tract  of  eighty  acres.  To 
this  he  has  since  added,  until  he  now  owns  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres,  a  good  farm  well  imi)roved 
and  highly  cultivated. 

In  1850,  in  the  count}-  of  his  nativity,  ]\Ir.  Ken- 
ney  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss  Mary  ]\Ic"\'ain, 
who  was  born  in  Greene  County,  Pa.,  .and  is  a 
daughter  of  Moses  and  Mary  (Keys)  McA'ain.  Her 
father  was  a  native  of  Greene  County,  Pa.,  and 
died  when  about  .seventy  years  of  age.  He  was  a 
blacksmith  by  trade  and  was  an  industrious  man. 
In  politics,  lie  was  a  Democrat.  His  wife  died 
when  Mrs.  Kenney  wasonh  a  small  child,  scarcely 
nine  years  of  age.  In  the  common  schools,  Mrs. 
Kenney  acquired  her  education.  She  is  a  kind  and 
loving  wife  and  mother,  and  hand  in  hand  our  sub- 
ject and  his  wife  have  walked  for  forty-one  years, 
rntothem  have  been  born  twelve  children,  six  yet 
living:  Elizabeth  A.,  a  resident  of  La  Salle  Count}-, 
111.;  Mary  E.  and  Martha  ,T.,  deceased;  Mary  M., 
wife  of  Charles  Stonebreaker,  who  resides  in  Rob- 
erts, 111.;  James  M.,  who  is  living  in  Vermilion 
County;  Asbury  G.,  deceased;  Charles  L.,  a  farmer 
of  Wall  Township,  Ford  County;  John  W.  and 
Maggie  F.,  deceased;  Leander  S.,  a  resident  fanner 
of  Wall  Township;  John  F.,  at  home,  and  Mabel 
who  has  also  passed  away. 


Mr.  Kenney  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Win  field  Scott,  and  was  an  advocate  of  Whig  princi- 
ples until  1856,  when  he  voted  for  Fremont,  since 
which  time  he  has  been  a  stalwart  Republican. 
He  has  often  been  a  delegate  to  the  conventions 
of  his  part}-  and  served  on  its  committees.  For  seven 
years  he  has  been  Supervisor  of  Wall  Township, 
and  was  its  Treasurer  for  about  fourteen  3-ears. 
True  to  eveiy  trust  reposed  in  him,  liis  duties  were 
faithfull}'  discharged,  and  he  won  the  confidence 
and  regard  of  all  with  wliom  he  had  lieen  brought 
in  contact.  He  is  a  highly  respected  citizen  of  the 
community  and  one  who  has  the  best  interests  of 
the  county  at  heart 


l^  EN  J  AM  IN  STITES,  a  pioneer  of  Ford 
'^  County  of    1855,  settled  on  .section   17,  on 

|!  Government  land,  and  made  that  his  home 
for  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  born 
in  Butler  County,  Ohio,  October  14,  180;"),  and  was 
a  son  of  Benjamin  Stites.  His  grandfather  was  a 
Major  in  the  German  Army,  and  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  War.  He 
took  part  in  the  struggle  for  independence,  and 
held  the  rank  of  Captain.  He  and  one  Judge 
Svinines  had  a  grant  of  three  million  acres  of  land, 
which  they  located  on  the  north  side  of  the  Ohio 
River.  Mr.  Stites  located  the  town  of  Columbia, 
Ohio,  and  made  that  place  his  home.  Of  the  tract 
so  located,  a  consideral)le  portion  is  still  in  posses- 
sion of  the  descendants  of  the  original  proprietors. 
In  an  early  day,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  re- 
moved to  Cincinnati,  w-here  he  owned  and  oper- 
ated an  extensive  stone-quarry,  which  was  located 
.at  what  is  now  the  head  of  North  Sycamore  Street 
of  that  cit}'.  He  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife 
died  in  1828,  leaving  two  children,  both  now  de- 
ceased. In  his  native  State  he  afterward  married 
Miss  Susan  E.  Stewart,  a  native  of  Hamilton,  But- 
ler County,  Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of  Charles  and 
Susan  Stew.art.  Eight  children  were  born  of  their 
union:  Benjamin  F.  wedded  Jliss  Martha  A.  Dunn, 
and  died  in  the  fall  of  1889;  Sarah  A.  w.as  the  wife 
of  Henry  A.  Dewey,  and  died  in  1861;  Hannah  S. 
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is  the  wife  of  Eliliu  Swisher,  of  Paxton;  Pha?be  A. 
is  tlie  wife  of  John  While,  of  Paxton;  Margaret 
E.  married  Jonathan  Covalt,  and  is  now  a  widow, 
residing  m  Oswego,  Kan.;  William  H.  married 
Clara  A.  MeKee.  and  resides  in  Paxton;  Samuel  S. 
is  a  resident  of  Elwood,  Ind.;  and  Susan  M.  is  the 
wife  of  Samuel  Hill,  whose  home  is  in  Cincinnati, 
Oliio.  Phielie  A.  and  tliose  younger  were  born  in 
Illinois,  while  the  elder  menibers  of  the  family 
were  liorn  in  Ohio. 

Mr.  Stites  continued  to  reside  in  Cincinnati  until 
1837,  when,  with  liis  family,  he  emigrated  West- 
ward and  settled  near  Danville,  Vermilion  County, 
111.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farming  until  March, 
1856,  when  he  removed  to  what  is  now  Ford 
County.  In  18.54,  he  came  to  this  county  and 
opened  a  farm  on  section  17,  town  of  Patlon,  and 
on  the  site  of  the  village  of  Prairie  City  (now 
Paxton),  which  he  platted,  and  of  which  he  may 
proi>erly  be  called  the  founder,  where  he  made  his 
liome  until  his  deatli.  which  occurred  Deceml^er  6, 
186(1.  His  good  wife  survived  him  until  May  1.3, 
1887,  when  she  too  passed  away.  Mr.  Stites  took  an 
active  interest  in  getting  the  territory,  of  wliich 
Ford  County  is  composed,  set  off  from  certain 
counties.  The  county  was  very  new  and  sparsely 
settled  at  tiie  time,  and  he  suffered  from  exposure 
in  traveling  to  secure  signatures  to  a  petition  to 
the  Legislature  of  1859  to  have  Ford  County 
created.  His  death  is  said  to  have  resulted  from 
disease  contracted  wliile  employed  in  that  duty.  He 
w.as  an  earnest  member  of  tlie  Metliodist  Church, 
and  sometimes  served  as  local  preacher  wliile  resid- 
ing in  Illinois.  His  family  were  members  of  the 
same  denomination.  Wliile  in  Ohio,  they  be- 
longed to  tlie  Baptist  Church,  but  on  coming  to 
this  State,  had  found  no  org.anized  society  of  that 
church,  and  attached  themselves  to  the  ilethodist 
Church.  For  some  j-ears  prior  to  the  building  of  the 
house  of  woi-ship  in  Paxton,  religious  meetings  were 
held  at  the  home  of  Mr.  .Stites,  and  he  and  his  wife 
were  consistent  members  of  the  Paxton  Church. 

In  politics,  our  subject  was  an  original  Alioli- 
tionist,  and  joined  the  Republican  party  in  Illinois 
.at  its  organization.  He  voted  for  Fremont  and 
Dayton  in  1856,  and  for  Lincoln  and  Hamilton  in 
1860.  which  was  his  last  vote,  as  his  death  occurred 


the  following  December.  In  manner,  he  was  plain 
and  unpretending,  and  in  every  act  of  life  earnest 
and  sincere.  Integrity  and  rectitude  characterized 
his  intercourse  with  his  fellow-men,  and  none  knew 
him  but  to  esteem  and  respect  him.  I'L'i'Jj 

Samuel  .Stites,  the  youngest  son,  was  born  in  Ver- 
milion County.  III..  September  20,  1849,  received  a 
common-school  education,  and  was  reared  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  Until  1883.  he  was  engaged  in 
farming,  and  then  embarked  in  the  real-estate  busi- 
ness in  Kansas,  subsequent!}-  extending  his  opera- 
tions into  Colorado,  Texas,  Missouri,  New  Mexico, 
and  the  Indian  Territory.  In  December.  1890,  he 
became  interested  in  the  real-estate  business  in  the 
young  and  booming  town  of  Elwood,  Ind.,  a  place 
that  has  sprung  from  a  small  village  to  a  city  of 
live  thousand  people  in  a  short  time,  through  its 
wonderful  supplj*  of  natural  gas,  which  furnishes 
heat,  light  and  power  for  mechanical  purposes,  and 
which  is  rapidl}'  developing  into  an  important 
manufacturing  center. 


(^^  A  MITEL  EMMONS,  one  of  the  pioneer  set- 
^^^  tiers  of  Ford  County,  was  born  in  Haniil- 
%^%  ton  County,  Ohio,  September  13,  1836,  and 
is  a  son  of  William  and  Rebecca  (Pearson) 
Emmons.  The  father  was  born  in  New  Jersey, 
and  wlien  young  removed  to  Ohio  with  his  par- 
ents, who  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  that 
State.  In  Hamilton  County,  he  married  Miss  Pear- 
son, a  native  of  that  count\-.  About  1838,  they 
removed  to  Mercer  County,  Ohio,  which  was  then 
a  wilderness,  their  nearest  neighbor  being  five 
miles  distant.  Having  built  a  log  house  and  cleared 
some  ten  acres  of  land,  Mr.  Emmons  took  sick  and 
died,  in  1840,  when  in  the  prime  of  life,  being  only 
thirty-six  years  of  age.  He  left  three  children,  the 
eldest  of  whom  was  burned  to  death  in  childliood. 
S.amuel  was  the  next  in  order  of  birth,  and  Alrnira, 
the  youngest,  is  now  Mrs.  Lind,  of  Cincinnati, 
Ohio.  The  mother  afterward  married  again,  but 
p.assed  to  her  final  reward  in  1890,  being  seventy- 
six  years  of  age. 


Av 


w 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


223 


Our  subject  is  the  only  one  of  tlie  faniilj'  living 
in  this  county,  and,  since  about  the  age  of  nine 
years,  has  made  his  own  way  in  tlie  world.  Hav- 
ing worked  for  wages  for  several  years,  he  began 
farming  for  iiimself.  Mr.  Emmons  wedded  Mary 
V.  (Jeorge,  on  the  2;)th  of  Octolier,  1860.  She  was 
a  native  of  Darke  Counl-y,  Ohio,  and  a  lady  of 
French  descent.  Soon  after  their  marriage,  they 
removed  to  Le  Uo}',  JIcLean  County,  111.,  where 
lie  ciirried  on  a  farm  until  August  8,  1862. 

On  that  date,  Mr.  Emmons  enlisted  in  Com|)any 
G,  Ninety-fourth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry.  The 
regiment  was  sent  to  Southern  Missouri  and  North- 
ern Arkansas,  and  the  tirst  battle  in  which  our 
subject  engaged  was  Prairie  Grove,  Ark.,  which 
was  followed  by  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  the  cap- 
ture of  Yazoo  City  and  Morganza.  In  1863,  the 
coniraand  crossed  the  Gulf  and  captured  Browns- 
ville, after  which  it  returned  and  captured  Ft. 
Morgan,  was  engaged  in  the  liattles  of  Fish  River, 
Pasca  Gula,  and  Spanish  Fort,  which  was  the  last 
engagement  in  which  ouv  subject  participated.  He 
was  never  wounded  or  taken  prisoner,  but  soon 
after  the  battle  of  A'icksbuig,  while  <m  a  march  be- 
tween Yazoo  City  and  Jackson,  he  received  a  sun- 
stroke from  which  he  has  never  recovered.  He 
was  a  brave  soldier,  and  was  discharged  at  Spring- 
field, 111.,  in  August,  1865,  after  the  close  of  the 
war. 

Returning  to  JIcLean  Count\',  Mr.  Emmons 
turned  his  attention  to  farming,  and  in  1867  re- 
moved to  Ford  County,  but  soon  after  went  again 
to  McLean  County,  where  he  spent  a  3'ear  and  then 
returned  to  this  county.  Having  farmed  until 
1872,  he  came  to  Gibson  City,  and  has  since  made 
this  i)lace  his  home. 

In  1880,  Mrs.  Emmons  was  called  to  her  final 
rest,  leaving  six  children,  of  whom  five  are  still 
living:  Addie,  wife  of  J.  S.  Moore,  of  Gibson  City; 
William  M.,  an  expressman  of  Gibson;  Amy,  Min- 
nie, and  Gertrude,  now  the  wife  of  P.  Ryan,  of 
Gibson  City.  The  mother  was  a  member  of  the 
United  Brethren  Church,  and  a  true  Christian  lady. 

On  the  .5th  of  May,  1881,  Mr.  limmons  was  again 
united  in  marriage,  this  time  to  Mrs.  Laura  L. 
JNIoore,  adaughterof  A.  N.  and  Delilah  (Hamilton) 
Nevin,  who  emigrated  from  Brown  County,  Ohio, 


to  McLean  County,  111.,  about  1855,  and  in  that 
county  Mrs.  pjUimons  married  James  Moore,  by 
whom  she  had  four  children,  two  of  whom  are  still 
living,  Blanche  and  Bertha.  Mr.  Moore  died  in 
1874,  and,  in  1881,  his  widow  married  oursubject, 
as  is  given  above.  Of  this  union  two  children  were 
born,  Mamie  and  Lucile.  Mrs.  Emmons  is  a  Meth- 
odist in  religious  belief,  and  in  the  church  vf  that 
denomination  is  an  earnest  worker. 

Since  coming  to  Gibson  City,  Mr.  Emmons  has 
engaged  in  a  variety  of  occupations,  carrying  on  a 
meat  market,  a  restaurant,  and  a  drayiug  and  ice 
business.  In  political  sentiment,  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican, and  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  success  of 
that  party.  Socially,  he  is  member  of  Lott  Post 
No.  70,  G.  A.  R.,  of  which  he  is  a  charter  member, 
and  has  held  all  the  olHces.  In  the  war,  he  was  a 
brave  and  valiant  soldier,  and  in  peace  is  a  true 
and  worthy  citizen. 


OHN  H.  MOFFETT,  Mayor  of  Paxton  and 
the  senior  member  of  the  law  firm  of 
.^^.  Moffett  ct  Day,  is  well  known  as  one  of  the 
\^^l)  prominent  and  highly-respected  citizens  of 
Ford  County-.  He  was  born  in  Cla\'ton,  Adams 
County,  111.,  on  the  25th  of  February,  1856,  and 
is  the  son  of  Samuel  R.  and  Mary  (Strong)  MolTett, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  South  Carolina. 
In  1834,  the  father  left  his  native  State,  emigrating 
to  Monroe  County,  Ind.,  where  he  made  his  home 
until  1855,  which  year  witnessed  his  arrival  in 
Illinois.  He  located  in  Adams  County,  but  after 
remaining  there  for  a  period  of  two  years,  the 
family  returned  to  Indiana.  It  was  in  Aiu-il, 
1865,  that  they  again  came  to  Illinois  and  settled 
in  Paxton,  where  the  father  died  in  1879.  The 
mother  3-et  survives  him  and  is  still  a  resident  of 
Paxton. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  went  to  Monroe 
County,  Ind.,  with  his  parents  in  infancy  and 
began  bis  school  life  in  that  county.  In  1865,  he 
came  with  the  family  to  Paxton  and  attended  the 
public  school  of  that  city,  where  he  prejiared  him- 
self for    college,   after    which   he    attended  Mou- 
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mouth  College,  of  Monmouth,  III.,  for  two  years. 
He  entered  upon  the  studj'  of  law,  under  the  pre- 
ceptorship  of  Jolm  R.  Kinnear,  of  Paxton,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  IJarin  Springfield,  in  January, 
1880,  after  wiiicli  he  embarked  in  the  prosecution 
of  the  legal  profession  in  Paxton,  in  company 
with  liis  former  preceptor.  That  connection  was 
continued  until  j\Ir.  Kinnear  removed  to  Seattle, 
Wash.,  in  May,  1883.  In  tlie  following  Septem- 
ber, Mr.  IMoffett  became  associated  in  practice  witli 
.ludge  Tipton,  of  Bloomingtou,  111.,  he  being  tlie 
resident  partner  of  the  firm  in  Paxton.  In  June, 
1890,  C.  L.  Da3'  was  admitted  to  partnership,  the 
firm  becoming  Tipton,  Moffett  ife  Da\',  wliich  con- 
nection was  continued  until  .lune,  18'J1,  when 
Judge  Tipton  withdrew,  aud  since  that  time  the 
lirm  has  existed  as  at  present,  doing  business  under 
the  firm  title  of  Moffett  it  Day. 

On  May  16,  1878,  Mr.  Moffett  was  married 
in  Loda,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Martha 
S.  Oray,  a  native  of  Crawford  County,  Ohio,  and 
a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mary  J.  Gray.  Four 
children  have  been  born  of  their  union;  two  died 
in  chihlhood  and  two  survive:  Samuel  Claude 
and  .lolin  Carl.  The  parents  are-both  members  of 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church. 

In  his  political  views,  Mr.  Moffett  is'  a  Republi- 
can, and  in  1888  served  as  City  Alderman  of  Pax- 
ton; while  in  the  spring  of  1891  he  was  elected 
Mayor,  and  is  now  lilling  that  otHce  with  credit  to 
himself  and  IC)  tlic  satisfaction  of  his  constituents, 
lie  has  been  an  industrious  student  and  is  well 
grounded  in  the  theory  and  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession. He  possesses  superior  natural  ability,  un- 
tiring energy  aud  strict  integrity,  and  while  com- 
paratively a  young  man,  he  has  won  an  enviable 
reputation  as  a  lawyer. 
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"^  AMES  L.  SAXTON,  a  leading  merchant  of 
Gibson  City,  a  dealer  in  dry-goods,  carpets, 
boots  and  shoes,  estalilished  business  in  that 
town  on  the  10th  of  April,  1875.  lie  was 
born  in  the  town  of  German,  Chenango  Count3', 
N.  Y.,  August  13,  1847,  and  is  a  son  of  Henry  and 


Serenia  (Brown)  Saxton,  both  natives  of  ISIassa- 
chusetts.  His  father  was  born  March  12,  1814,  and 
his  mother's  birth  occurred  December  24,  1816. 
Both  are  still  living  and  make  their  home  in  Cin- 
cinnatus,  Cortland  County,  N.  Y. 

When  James  L.  was  six  years  of  age,  he  removed 
with  his  parents  to  Cincinnatus,  where  he  received 
an  academic  education,  after  which  he  was  engaged 
in  teaching  school  until  August,  1866,  when  he 
came  to  Illinois,  and  was  employed  as  a  merchant's 
clerk  in  Henry,  Marshall  County,  for  three  years. 
He  was  next  engaged  in  the  same  capacity  in 
Mackinaw,  Tazewell  County,  for  a  year  and  a  half, 
after  which  he  became  an  equal  partner  of  his 
brother  William,  of  that  place,  and  there  continued 
merchandising  until  March,  187.1,  when  he  came  to 
Gibson  City,  starting  his  present  business.  He  was 
quite  successful,  and  has  now  an  annual  trade 
amounting  to  840,000  and  upwards.  lie  is  the 
oldest  dry-goods  merchant  in  the  cit}'  in  continu- 
ous years  of  business,  and,  since  the  beginning,  his 
trade  has  rapidly  increased. 

On  the  20th  of  June,  1871,  INIr.  Saxton  married, 
in  Henry,  Marshall  Count\',  111.,  Miss  Mary  E. 
Whitney.  The  lady  is  a  native  of  Fulton  County, 
111.,  and  is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Jane  Whitney; 
the  former,  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  is  now  de- 
ceased. Her  mother,  who  is  still  living,  was  born 
in  Indiana,  and  is  a  resident  of  Gibson  City. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Saxton  affiliates  with  the  Repub- 
lican part3'.  and  he  and  his  wife  are  consistent 
members  of  the  First  Presbyteiiau  Church  of  Gib- 
son, in  which  he  holds  the  office  of  clerk.  In 
Sunday-school  work,  Mr.  Saxton  takes  an  active 
interest  and  part,  having  been  Superintendent 
eight  years;  President  of  the  Ford  County  Sunday- 
school  Association  one  term;  Treasurer  of  the  same 
three  years;  President  of  the  Sixth  District  Sunday- 
school  Association  two  terms. 

In  1886,  he  removed  to  Owatonna,  Minn.,  where 
for  two  years  he  carried  on  merchandising,  and 
then  returned  to  Gibson  City  and  resumed  business 
there.  With  the  exception  of  the  two  years  spent 
in  Owatonna,  he  has  been  engaged  in  business  in 
Gibson  City  continuously  since  1875.  Mr.  Saxton 
carries  a  full  and  complete  stock  of  goods  in  his 
line,  is  always  up  with  the  times  in  styles,  and  is 
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one  of  the  most  popular  and  successful  merchants 
ill  Ford  County,  where  he  is  widely  and  favorably 
known.  As  a  business  man  and  citizen  he  stands 
deservedly  high,  and  during  his  many  years  of 
business  in  Gibson  has  won  the  good  opinion  of 
tlie  best  people  in  tlie  city  and  adjacent  country, 
witii  whom  he  has  had  business  or  social  relations. 


^ir^/REU  W.  15EARD.SLEY,  Secretary  of  ihe 
U^(s\)  Gibson  Canning  Company,  was  the  leading 
1\  spirit  in  founding  that  institution   and  has 

l)een  actively  identilicd  with  its  successful  man- 
agement ever  since.  He  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  born 
in  Canlield,  Mahoning  County,  on  the  Western 
Reserve,  on  the  27th  of  November,  1831.  His 
parents  were  Philo  and  Lois  Smith  (Gun)  Beards- 
ley,  ViotU  members  of  old  N(!w  England  families. 
The  father  was  born  in  Warren,  Litchfield  County, 
Conn.,  August  14,  1794,  and  was  of  English  de- 
scent. Tlie  Leardsley  famil\',  of  which  our  subject 
is  a  member,  was  founded  in  America  by  William 
Beardsley,  an  English  emigrant,  who  first  settled 
in  what  is  now  Stratford,  Conn.,  in  163.5.  The 
mother  of  Fred  W.  was  born  December  24,  171)7, 
in  New  Preston,  Litchfield  County,  Conn.,  and 
was  descended  from  Scotcli  ancestry,  her  family 
dating  its  settlement  in  the  New  World  prior  to 
the  Revolutionary  War.  The  parents  of  our  sub- 
ject were  married  at  New  Preston,  Conn.,  Marcli 
3,  181 G,  and  the  same  year  moved  by  ox-team  to 
Ohio,  settling  on  the  Western  Reserve,  which,  at 
that  time,  was  a  wild  and  almost  uninhal)ited 
region.  Philo  Beardsley  was  a  man  of  excellent 
business  ability,  and,  in  course  of  time,  became  a 
well-to-do  farmer.  In  politics,  he  was  a  Whig 
until  the  agitation  of  the  slavery  question,  when 
he  became  a  strong  Abolitionist.  On  the  rise  of 
the  Republican  pai-ty,  he  espoused  its  principles 
and  ever  remained  true  to  them.  Both  he  and 
wife  were  active  workers  in  the  Congregational 
Church.  In  tlie  days  when  each  State  required  its 
citizens  to  spend  some  time  each  year  in  military 
drill,  Mr.  Beardsley  held  the  office  of  Captain,  and 


was  ever   afterward    known    as  Capt.    Beardsley. 

On  the  27th  of  August,  1848,  his  wife  passed 
from  among  the  living.  Siie  was  tlie  mother  of 
twelve  children,  six  sons  and  six  daughters,  of 
whom  eight  are  still  living.  Mr.  Beardsley  died 
FelHuary  21,  1870. 

Fred  W.  Beardsley  is  the  eighlli  of  the  above- 
named  family.  After  a  pre[)aratory  course  in  the 
public  schools,  he  entered  Mt.  Union  College,  tak- 
ing a  scientific  course,  but  left  during  the  senior 
year.  For  some  six  winters  he  engaged  success- 
fully in  teaching  school,  .ind  at  the  same  time 
conducted  writing-schools.  It  is  doubtful  whetlier 
there  is  a  finer  penman  in  the  county  than  Mr. 
Beardsley.  In  1860,  he  was  elected  Clerk  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  ex-OlIicio  Clerk 
of  the  District  Court  for  Mahoning  County,  and  was 
re-elected  by  acclamation,  serving  in  all  six  years. 
While  thus  engaged,  he  spent  his  leisure  hours  in 
reading  law,  and  in  1866  was  admitted  to  the  P.ar, 
in  Can  field,  Ohio,  where  he  practiced  his  profession 
until  his  removal  to  the  West. 

In  October,  1860,  our  subject  was  married,  in 
his  native  county,  to  Miss  .Taqueline  Gee,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Peter  and  Almira  Geo.  Mrs.  Beardsley  was 
born  in  Berlin  Centre,  Mahoning  County,  Ohio. 
Her  father  was  a  native  of  Ellsworth,  Mahoning 
Count}',  and  the  mother  of  Deerfield,  Portage 
County,  of  the  same  State.  Three  children  have 
lieen  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beardsley,  of  whom  two 
are  living:  Almira  Day,  the  eldest,  is  now  the  wife 
of  Thomas  Finnegan,  of  Kankakee,  111.;  Lois  G. 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years;  and  Bertha  E. 
resides  with  her  father. 

In  1872,  Mr.  Beardsley  came  to  Illinois  as  busi- 
ness manager  for  an  Ohio  capitalist,  who  had  large 
sums  of  mone}-  loaned  and  invested  in  this  State, 
and  in  1876  moved  his  family  to  Champaign 
County,  where  he  resided  three  years,  and  in  1879 
removed  to  Gibson  City,  where  lie  still  makes  his 
home.  He  was  in  charge  of  the  same  business  from 
1872  until  1888,  collecting  and  re-loaning,  until 
the  capital  was  withdrawn  from  the  Stnte.  Much 
of  that  business  covered  investments  in  fiirming 
lands,  which  was  conducted  with  ability  and  fidel- 
ity and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  proprietor.  Be- 
sides this,  he  was  extensively  interested  in  raising 
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live  stwk.  In  1885,  I\Ir.  Beardslfv  interested 
liimself  in  llie  organization  of  the  Gibson  Canning 
Factor}'.  He  was  cbosen  secretary,  wliieli  position 
lie  lias  since  filled.  These  works  are  the  second 
largest  in  capacity  in  the  United  States,  and  in 
round  numbers  pack  annually  two  million  cans  of 
corn,  and  in  the  summer  of  18'J2  they  expect  to 
exceed  that  amount.  In  addition  to  his  interest 
in  the  canning  business,  Mr.  Beardsley  is  the  owner 
of  four  farms,  lying  in  Ford  County,  aggregating 
six  luindred  and  seven  acres.  One  of  them,  a  farm 
of  two  hundred  and  fort}'  acres,  is  situated  at 
what  is  known  as  Switch  D,  on  the  Lake  Erie  & 
Western  Kailroad;  another,  of  one  luindred  and 
sixty  acres,  is  a  mile  west  of  Gibson  City;  aiu)ther, 
of  fifty-two  acres,  joins  the  city  on  the  south;  and 
the  last,  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  acres,  joins 
Gilison  City  on  the  west.  Me  keeps  a  herd  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  Short-horn  and  high-gr.ade  cat- 
tle, a  flock  of  Oxford  Downs  sheep,  besides  Berk- 
shire and  Poland-China   hogs  and  Morgan  horses. 

On  the  21st  of  December,  1891,  Mr.  Beardsley 
was  called  upon  to  mourn  the  death  of  his  wife, 
who  had  been  his  faithful  and  devoted  companion 
through  the  joys  and  sorrows,  the  hoi)es  and  fears, 
the  trials  and  successes  of  his  life  for  thirty-one 
years.  She  was  an  earnest  Christian  woman  and 
for  many  .years  was  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  During  all  these 
years,  she  was  faithful  to  every  duty,  devoted  to 
her  liusband  and  children  and  alwaj  s  made  her  in- 
fluence for  good  felt,  not  only  within  the  limits  of 
her  home,  but  in  the  social  circles  and  the  com- 
munity where  she  dwelt. 

.Inst  a  few  weeks  prior  to  her  death,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Beardsley  had  moved  into  their  new  home, 
which  is  one  of  the  finest  in  Gibson  City,  and  a 
model  of  convenience.  Every  dejiartnieut  of  the 
house  is  furnished  with  both  hot  and  cold  water, 
supplied  from  a  reservoir  above  which  is  filled  by 
a  hot-air  pump;  private  gas  apparatus  lights  the 
house,  and  the  latest  improved  hot-water  system 
furnishes  it  with  iieat.  In  short,  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  conceive  of  a  home  more  complete  in  its 
appointments.  How  different  this  edifice  is  from 
the  pioneer  cabin  of  twent}'  years  ago! 

Mr.  Beardsley  and  his  daughter  are   members  of 


the  same  church  to  which  the  wife  and  mother  be- 
longed. In  politics,  he  is  a  Republican  and  has 
always  taken  an  active  interest  in  the  success  of 
his  party.  In  the  days  of  slavery  agitation,  Mr. 
Beardsley,  true  to  the  traditions  of  the  "Old  West- 
ern Reserve,"  was  an  original  Abolitionist,  and 
during  the  war  that  grew  out  of  the  slavery 
troubles,  he  gave  the  Government  a  hearty  and 
patriotic  support,  contributing  more  money  to  the 
cause  than  any  othei'  man  in  his  native  township. 
During  his  residence  in  Mahoning  County,  Ohio, 
he  was  chosen  and  served  as  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer of  the  County  Fair  Association,  was  Secre- 
tary of  his  local  School  Board,  and  was  otherwise 
prominently  connected  with  public  affairs.  Since 
his  residence  in  Ford  County,  111.,  he  has  always 
shown  a  laudable  interest  in  local  matters  and  has 
ever  been  found  i)ublic-spirited.  A  thoroughly 
liractical  business  man,  he  enjo.ys  in  a  marked 
degree  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  fellow- 
citizens. 
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MMON  COOMES.  Among  the  enter|)ris- 
ing  and  successful  business  men  of  Paxton 
n  should  be  numbered  the  popular  druggist 
whose  name  heads  thissketcii.  Mr.  Coomes 
established  business  in  this  city  in  Jlay,  1882,  with 
a  full  line  of  drugs,  medicines,  paints,  oil,  wall 
pa])er  and  toilet  articles,  and  has  continued  the 
business  with  marked  success  to  the  present  time, 
covering  a  period  of  ten  years. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Licking  County,  Ohio, 
September  15,  1849,  and  is  a  son  of  Upton  and 
Mary  J.  (Gregg)  Coomes.  The  father  was  born 
on  the  28th  of  July,  1828,  in  the  same  county  as 
the  son,  and  the  mother  on  the  4th  of  .lune  of  the 
same  j-car, in  Virginia.  They  emigrated  to  Illinois 
in  1855.  and  settled  in  McLean  County,  near  Grid- 
le^',  and,  in  1875,  removed  to  Streator,  where  thej' 
now  reside.  For  a  number  of  years  Mr.  Coomes 
was  a  minister  in  the  Christian  Church. 

Amnion  Coomes  came  to  Illinois  with  his  parents 
when  a  lad  of  six  summers,  and  attended  school  at 
Gridley,  preparing  himself  for  college,  after  which 
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he  entered  Eureka  College,  and  was  graduated 
from  that  institution  in  tlie  Class  of  '73.  He  fol- 
lowed teaching  sehool  for  several  years  as  a  voca- 
tion, serving  as  principal  of  village  schools,  but, 
not  content  to  make  this  ins  life  work,  in  May, 
1882,  he  formed  a  i)artnerslii|)  with  William  Mc- 
Taggart,  under  the  firm  name  of  McTaggart  & 
Coomes,  druggists  at  Paxton.  Mr.  Coomes  made 
a  study  of  the  business  in  a  practical  way,  and, 
after  passing  a  very  flattering  examination  before 
the  Illinois  State  Board  of  Pharmacy,  w.as  awarded 
a  diploma.  In  1884,  he  jturchased  his  partner's 
interest  and  has  since  conducted  the  business  alone 
witii  marked  success,  having  an  excellent  trade 
and  the  liberal  patronage  is  certainly  well  de- 
served. 

In  Piper  City,  Ford  County,  on  the  2.')th  of  No- 
vember, 1883,  Mr.  Coomes  wedded  Jliss  Margaret 
Clark,  a  daughter  of  Alexander  and  Eliza  Clark, 
and  a  native  of  Paterson,  N.J.  With  her  paients 
she  came  to  Illinois  in  18G4.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coomes 
hold  membership  with  the  Congregational  Church 
of  Paxton.  They  are  well  known  tlirongliout  this 
community  and  rank  high  in  social  circles.  Mr. 
Coomes  exercises  his  right  of  franchise  in  support 
of  the  Republican  party,  and  keeps  himself  well 
informed  on  the  issues  of  the  day,  but  has  never 
sought  or  desired  public  office. 
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VAN  MATTINSON,  cashier  and  member  of 
the  Ijanking  firm  of  Mattinson,  Wilson  & 
}  Co.,  was  born  in  Clarke  County,  Ohio,  Sep- 
tember 30, 1857,  and  is  a  son  of  Matthew  and  Mar- 
garet (Evans)  Mattinson.  His  father  was  born  in 
Westmoreland  County,  England,  October  15, 1810, 
and  came  to  America  when  about  twenty-four 
years  of  age.  He  made  his  home  in  Clarke  County, 
Ohio,  where  he  was  married,  December  20,  1841, 
to  Miss  Margaret  Evans,  a  daughter  of  Edward 
Evans.  Mrs.  Mattinson  was  bom  in  North  Wales 
in  1820,  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1837. 
Both  yet  reside  in  Clarke  County,  Ohio. 

Evan   Mattinson  was   reared  on  a  farm  and  re- 
neived  his  education  in  the  schools  of  South  Charles- 
10 


ton,  Clarke  County,  Ohio,  closing  in  the  High 
Schools  of  tliat  city.  He  was  engaged  in  farming 
in  liis  native  State  until  1880.  when  he  came  to 
Illinois  and  located  in  Gibson  City.  He  then  en- 
gaged as  clerk  in  the  l)anking  house  of  Bnrwell, 
Leffel  &  Co.,  of  whicli  the  present  bank  is  an  out- 
growth. Wlien  the  existing  firin  was  formed,  he 
was  made  cisiiier  and  lias  continued  to  serve  in 
that  capacity  until  the  present  time. 

On  the  5tli  of  March,  1885,  Mr.  Mattinson  was 
united  in  marriage,  at  Gibson  City,  to  Miss  Minnie 
Belle  Wilson,  a  daiigliter  of  William  J.  and  Lydia 
(Goodfellow)  Wilson.  She  was  born  in  Clarke 
County,  Oliio,  and  came  to  GiI)son  City  with  her 
parents  in  1876.  One  child,  M.  Clarence,  has  been 
born  to  tliein. 

In  |)olitics,  Mr.  Mattinson  is  a  Republican,  while 
he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  He  is  a  Knight  Templar  Mason,  a  member 
of  all  the  Masonic  bodies  of  Giltson  City,  and  of 
Mt.  Olivet  Commandery  No.  38,  Knights  Templar 
of  Paxton.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Gibson  Camp, 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  He  h.as  been  City 
Treasurer  of  Gibson  City  several  times,  also  Treas- 
urer of  the  Gibson  Building  and  Loan  Association, 
and  of  the  Gibson  Canning  Company. 

As  a  financier  and  business  man,  Mr.  Mattinson 
stands  deservedly  high.  His  management  of  the 
affairs  of  the  bank  has  been  such  as  to  insure  pub- 
lic confidence  and  make  friends  of  its  patrons.  He 
is  enterprising,  yet  conservative,  and  his  integrity 
is  beyond  question.  The  successful  career  of  the 
bank  since  his  connection  with  it  bears  no  uncer- 
tain testimony  as  to  his  light  to  a  fair  share  of  the 
credit,  without  detracting  at  all  from  the  healthful 
influence  of  his  worthy  associates. 
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DE  KALB  DENMAN  is  one  of  the  well- 
known  contractors  and  builders  of  Pa.xton, 
and  his  handiwork  may  be  seen  in  many  of 
the  principal  buildings  of  this  city.  The  life 
record  of  this  gentleman  is  as  follows:  He  was 
born  in  Montgomery  County,  Ind.,  February  4, 
1842,  and  was  one  of  a  family  of  six  sons  and  four 
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daughters  wbo  grew  to  mature  3^ears,  but  one  son 
and  two  daughters  are  now  deceased.  The  father, 
A.  J.  Denman,  was  born  in  Ohio,  April  20,  1811, 
and  in  1829  accompanied  his  father,  William  Den- 
man, to  La  Fayette,  Ind.,  where  the  grandfather 
settled  with  his  family.  About  three  years  later, 
he  removed  to  Montgomery  County,  becoming 
one  of  its  pioneer  settlers,  and  in  its  development 
aided  largely.  He  had  served  his  country  in  the 
War  of  1812. 

A.  J.  Denman  acquired  a  good  education  and  in 
his  younger  life  successfull}'  engaged  in  teaching 
school  for  a  time.  In  iMontgomery  County,  Ind., 
he  married  Nancy  Smith,  who  was  a  native  of 
Ohio,  but  spent  the  days  of  her  maidenhood  in 
Indiana,  whither  she  came  with  her  father,  .Samuel 
Smith,  who  was  born  in  Virginia.  They  began 
their  domestic  life  upon  a  farm  in  Montgomery 
County,  where  they  resided  until  1852,  when  they 
removed  to  Fountain  County,  where  Mr.  Den- 
man is  still  living,  a  hale  and  hearty  old  gentle- 
man of  eighty-one  years.  His  eldest  sou  carries 
on  the  farm.  The  death  of  his  wife  occurred  De- 
cember 31,  1888. 

The  educational  privileges  which  our  subject  re- 
ceived were  only  those  aflforded  by  the  common 
schools.  The  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  were 
passed  upon  his  father's  farm,  but,  wishing  to  fol- 
low some  other  pursuit  beside  that  of  agriculture, 
he  served  a  four-years'  apprenticeship  to  the  car- 
penter's trade  in  Montgomery  County.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  in  this  county  on  the  lllh  of 
February,  1869,  to  Elvira  Lytle,  a  native  of  Mont- 
gomery Couut3%  Ind.,  and  a  daughter  of  Setli 
Lytle,  who  was  born  in  Ohio,  but  when  a  young 
man  went  to  the  Iloosier  State.  He  was  there 
married  and  for  some  time  resided  in  iMontgomery 
County,  but  afterward  became  one  of  the  honored 
pioneers  of  Ford  County  of  1859.  He  located  on 
a  farm  near  the  city  but  is  now  residing  in  Paxton. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Denman  returned  to 
Indiana,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  for  two 
years  and  then  became  a  resident  of  Paxton. 
Since  187C,  he  has  engaged  in  contracting  and 
building,  and  has  done  an  excellent  business  which 
is  constantly  increasing.  He  has  built  a  large 
number  of  the  residences   and    business    houses  of 


the  city  and  also  has  been  employed  largely 
throughout  the  surrounding  country.  He  employs 
on  an  average  about  eight  hands.  As  he  al- 
ways does  his  work  in  a  satisfactory  manner  and  is 
known  to  be  a  straightforward,  honorable  busi- 
ness man,  he  receives  the  liberal  patronage  of 
which  he  is  so  deserving. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Denman  have  four  children:  Ai- 
mer, who  graduated  from  the  Paxton  Collegiate 
Institute,  is  now  station-agent  on  the  Wisconsin 
Central  Railroad  at  Franklin  Park,  a  suburb  of 
Chicago;  Eva,  Clarence  and  Amy.  They  also  lost 
three  children:  Ernest,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
eight  years;  Delbert,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen months;  and  (xussie,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
two  3-ears. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Denmaii  hold  memberslii|i  with  the 
First  Congregational  Church  of  Paxton.  He 
formerly  exercised  his  right  of  franchise  in  support 
of  the  Democratic  party,  and,  on  account  of  his 
views  concerning  the  temperance  question,  is  now 
a  Prohibitionist.  He  has  never  been  an  oflice- 
seeker,  but  has  served  as  Alderman  of  the  city 
in  an  efficient  manner.  Mr.  Denman  commenced 
life  a  poor  man,  with  his  own  way  to  make  in  the 
world.  There  were  many  hardships  in  his  path 
and  many  difficulties  to  overcome,  but  by  perse- 
verance and  determination  he  has  worked  his  way 
upward  to  success  and  is  now  in  comfortable  cir- 
cumstances. He  has  the  best  interests  of  the  city 
at  heart  and  is  held  in  high  regard  by  those  with 
whom  he  has  been  brought  in  contact. 


■^(AMES  R.  PHH.LH^S.  an  enterprising  and 
successful  farmer,  residinif  on  section  28 
Button  Township,  claims  Ohio  as  the  State 
_  of  his  nativity.  He  was  born  in  Mahoning 
County,  May  IG,  1831,  and  is  a  son  of  John  Phil- 
lips, a  native  of  Scotland,  who  emigrated  to  the 
New  World  when  a  child  of  three  summers  with 
his  father,  James  Phillips,  the  family  settling  in 
Ohio,  among  tlie  pioneers  of  Jlahoning  County. 
The  father  of   our  subject  was  there    reared,  and 
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inanied  Miss  Eli/.aliolh  White,  wlio  was  Ijoni  in 
Pi'iinsylvaiiia.  Witli  his  wife,  lie  afterward  re- 
moved to  Cu\'aho<>a  Coiint3-,  wliieh  was  tlien  an 
aiinost  unbi'okeii  wilderuess  and,  in  tlie  midst  of 
llie  forest,  he  cleared  and  developed  a  farm,  upon 
which  he  reared  his  family  and  spent  the  remain- 
der of  his  life.  He  [lassed  away  on  the  llth  of 
.liily,  1840,  and  w.'is  laid  to  rest  in  the  old  family 
cemetery.  lie  left  a  widow  and  four  small  chil- 
dren. Mrs.  Phillips  long  survived  her  husband, 
her  death  occurring  in  February,  1881,  when  she 
was  laid  by  his  side.  A  beautiful  moiuiment  now 
marks  their  resting  place.  Our  subject  is  the  eld- 
est of  their  four  sons;  Nathaniel  While,  the  second, 
resides  with  his  family  in  Cleveland,  Ohio;  David 
Little  operates  the  old  homestead  farm;  and  Nich- 
olas Allen  is  married  and  also  resides  on  the  old 
homestead. 

Our  subject  remained  with  his  mother  until  after 
he  had  attained  to  man's  estate,  and  in  his  youth 
awiuired  a  good  English  education.  On  the  yth 
of  December,  1856,  m  Mahoning  County,  he  was 
united  in  marri.age  with  Denisa  Henderson,  a  native 
of  Portage  County,  Ohio,  and  a  sister  of  John 
Henderson,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this 
work.  In  the  spring  of  1859,  they  came  to  Illi- 
nois, locating  first  in  Putnam  Count3',  where  Mr. 
Phillips  worked  with  his  father-in-law  for  one  year. 
In  1860,  they  removed  to  Kansas,  settling  near 
Lawrence,  but,  after  one  summer  spent  in  that 
State,  returned  to  Illinois,  and  again  located  in 
Putnam  County,  where  Mr.  Phillips  purchased  a 
sawmill  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  lumber. 
After  six  years  he  sold  out,  and,  in  the  fall  of  1867, 
came  to  Pord  County. 

In  the  meantime,  on  the  llth  of  May,  1864,  he 
joined  Company  B,  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Thir- 
ty-ninth Illinois  Infantry,  and  served  until  the 
following  October.  On  his  arrival  in  this  county, 
he  purchased  a  tract  of  wild  land  of  eighty  acres, 
and  began  its  development,  building  fences,  plow- 
ing and  cultivating  his  land  and  making  a  good 
home.  His  farm  is  now  one  of  the  desirable  places 
in  this  locality,  and  he  is  recognized  as  one  of  the 
thrifty  and  enterprising  agriculturists  of  Button 
Township. 

In  1882,  Mr.  Philli[)s  was  called   upon  to  mourn 


the  loss  of  his  wife,  who  died  on  the  i;3tli  of  Octo- 
ber, leaving  four  children:  William  Henderson,  who 
is  married,  and  follows  the  printing  business  in 
(irand  Crossing,  III.;  Albert  II.,  who  operates  the 
home  farm;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Henry  France,  of 
Sawyer,  Kau.;  and  Ella  Fiances,  who  is  attending 
the  home  school.  Mr.  Phillips  was  again  married, 
Noveinl)er  24,  1886,  his  second  union  being  with 
Blartha  A.  Ross,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  a 
daughter  of  Samuel  II.  Koss.  They  are  l)oth  mem- 
bers of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  of  Rankin. 
In  politics,  Mr.  Phillips  is  a  stalwart  Ke|)ulilican, 
having  suijported  every  I'residential  nominee  of 
that  party  since  he  cast  his  first  vote  for  Hon..lohn 
C.  Fremont.  He  has  held  the  otlice  of  Commis- 
sioner of  Highways  for  several  years,  and  has  been 
a  member  of  the  School  Board.  His  public  duties 
have  ever  been  faithfully  discharged,  and  he  is 
alike  true  to  every  private  trust. 

[/, — ^  ENRY  DIERS,  proprietor  of  a  nursery  and 
'^  greenhouse,  also  editor  of  the  Sibley  Gazette, 
is  one  of  the  well-known  and  highly  re- 
spected citizens  of  Siblej^  As  he  has  many 
acquaintances  throughout  the  community,  we  feel 
sure  this  record  of  his  life  will  prove  of  interest  to 
man}'  of  our  readers.  Mr.  Diers  is  of  German  birth 
and  a  son  of  Frederick  and  Mary  Diers.  The  fa- 
ther died  in  the  Old  Country  in  1866,  and  the 
mother  is  still  living  in  her  native  land.  Henry  is 
the  eldest  of  three  children:  Margaret  Is  the  wife 
of  Andrew  Pojjpe, and  Annie  is  the  wife  of  George 
Oltemans,  who  is  still  living  in  the  Fatherland. 

Mr.  Diers,  of  this  sketch,  attended  school  until 
fourteen  years  of  age  and  then  worked  upon  a 
farm  for  two  years,  after  which  he  spent  a  similar 
period  in  mills.  He  then  attended  a  business  col- 
lege for  a  year  and  on  his  return  home  again  be- 
gan working  at  his  trade  of  milling,  which  he  fol- 
lowed until  1882.  That  year  witnessed  his  arrival 
in  the  LTnited  States.  He  first  located  in  Chicago, 
and  after  a  short  time  went  to  Lake  County,  111., 
where  he  worked  upon  a  farm  for  a  year.  He  next 
became    a    resident  of   .Tanesville,  Wis.,  where    he 
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learned  telegraphy,  at  which  he  worked  until  he 
came  to  Sible3',  in  1X85.  For  some  time  after  lo- 
cating here,  he  was  employed  in  the  Sibley  estate 
ollice  under  Mr.  Bicket  as  assistant  book-keeper, 
and  after  three  years  took  the  contract  of  putting 
in  all  the  tiling  on  the  Sibley  estate,  and  still  is 
manager  v{  that  branch  of  the  business  connected 
with  that  vast  property.  In  tlie  3'ear  lS88,heliad 
laid  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  miles  of  tiling. 

On  tlie  8th  of  June.  1888,  Mr.  Diers  married 
Miss  Susan  Roljbins,  daughter  of  James  and  Jane 
(Scott)  Robbius.  Unto  them  have  been  liorn  three 
children:  Frederick,  born  in  1889;  Raymond,  who 
was  born  in  hS'JO  and  died  on  the  8th  of  May, 
1891,  and  Cecil,  born  IMarch  3,  1892. 

In  connection  with  his  other  business  industries, 
Mr.  Diers  establislied  a  nursery  at  Sibley  in  1890, 
and  the  following  year  added  to  this  a  greenhouse. 
He  is  also  editor  of  the  Sibley  Gazette,  which  was 
establislied  in  1892  and  hiis  a  circulation  of  three 
hundred.  In  politics,  he  is  a  supporter  of  Repub- 
lican principles  and  was  elected  Township  Clerk  in 
1891.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order  and  a 
charter  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen.  He  be- 
longs to  the  German  Lutheran  Church,  and  is  a 
public-spirited  citizen  and  one  favorably  known 
throughout  this  community. 
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JAMES  E.  CRAMMOND,  the  oldest  grocer 
in  Gibson  City  in  years  of  business  at  that 
place,  as  well  as  one  of  its  most  enterprising 
and  prosperous  citizens,  established  trade 
there  in  July,  1873.  In  the  fall  of  that  year,  he 
built  the  first  brick  building  in  the  city,  and  the 
following  year  occupied  it,  carrj-ing  on  business 
there  for  nearly  ten  j^ears,  or  until  it  was  destroyed 
by  fire  on  the  night  of  Januarj'  30,  1883.  It  was 
23x64  feet,  two  stories  in  height,  with  a  basement, 
and,  in  its  day,  was  one  of  the  best  business  blocks 
in  the  city.  He  rebuilt  tlie  following  summer,  but 
the  second  building  is  one  story  in  height,  with  a 
basement,  and  is  25x100  feet.  The  store-room  is 
sixteen  feet  high.  Mr.  Crainmond  does  an  annual 
business  of  from  $8,000  to  $10,000,  and   carries  a 


full  and  complete  line  of  staple  and  fancy  grocer- 
ies, (jueensware,  wooden-ware  and  provisions. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  Iwrn  in  Hawes- 
ville,  Hancock  County,  Ky.,  August  22,  1852,  and 
is  a  son  of  John  and  Eliza  (Augustus)  Crainmond. 
His  fatlier  was  liorn  in  Scotland,  and  came  to 
America  when  a  lad  of  fourteen  summers,  and  set- 
tled in  Kentucky,  where  he  was  afterward  married. 
He  was  a  steamboat  owner,  his  boats  plying  on  the 
Ohio  Kiver.  His  death  occurred  in  March,  1867. 
The  mother  was  born  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  in  1824, 
and  died  in  August,  1878. 

James  E.  w,'is  educated  in  the  private  schools  of 
his  native  State,  and  from  an  early  age  was  em- 
ployed on  bis  father's  steamboats  as  a  pilot  on  the 
Ohio,  until  the  spring  of  1873.  On  the  28th  of 
May,  of  that  year,  he  was  married,  in  his  native 
county',  to  Mary  H.  Davidson.  Mrs.  Cramraond 
w.as  born  in  Hawesville,  Hancock  County,  Ky.,  and 
was  a  daughter  of  N.  C.  Davidson,  formerly  of 
Kentucky,  but  now  of  Farmer  City,  111. 

Immediately  after  their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Crainmond  settled  in  Gibson  City,  Ford  C'ountj', 
111.  In  July,  1873,  he  began  business  as  a  grocer 
in  Gibson,  as  previously  stated.  He  has  now  been 
in  business  in  that  city  for  nearly  twent3'  years, 
having  one  of  the  best  stores  in  his  line. 

On  the  3d  of  December,  1889,  Mrs.  Crammond 
passed  away,  leaving  six  children,  three  sons  and 
three  daughters:  Daisy  E.,  Maggie  H.,  John  D., 
J.ames  E.,  William  C,  and  Lucile  M.,  all  of  whom 
were  born  in  Gib'son  City.  ]Mrs.  Crammond  was  a 
consistent  memijer  of  the  Fresbyteriau  Church,  a 
kind  and  affectionate  wife  and  mother,  and  her 
loss  was  a  sad  blow  to  her  husband  and  children. 
She  left  many  friends  in  this  community,  where 
she  was  beloved  by  all  who  knew  her.  She  was  a 
lineal  descendant  of  the  Hardin  family,  one  of  the 
most  distinguislied  families  of  Kentucky.  Mr. 
Crammond  is  an  active  member  of  the  same  church 
to  wliich  his  wife  belonged,  and  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  its  Board  of  Trustees  for  six  years,  and 
President  of  the  same  for  four  years.  The  older 
children  also  hold  membership  with  the  Presby- 
terian Church. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Crammond  is  a  Democrat  and  an 
earnest  supporter  of   the  principles  of   that  party. 
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Although  living  in  n  Rfpulilican  town,  lie  has 
through  personal  popularity  been  chosen  to  (ill 
various  local  otlices.  He  has  been  Village  Trustee 
five  years,  and  President  of  the  Board  for  two 
years.  He  has  served  three  years  as  Director  of 
the  Gibson  .School  Board,  and  has  recently'  been 
re-elected  for  another  term  of  the  same  number  of 
years,  and  lias  also  held  the  office  of  Clerk  of  the 
Board  of  Education.  Eor  three  years  he  has  been 
Chairman  of  the  Ford  County  Democratic  Com- 
mittee, being  an  active  and  influential  man  in  the 
local  councils  of  his  party.  He  is  a  member  of 
Gibson  Lodge  No.  542,1.  O.  O.  F.,and  of  Brothers' 
Encampment  No.  158,  of  the  same  order.  He  has 
filled  the  otUcial  chairs  of  the  subordinate  lodge 
and  encampment,  has  been  representative  to  the 
Grand  Bodies  of  the  State,  and  is  the  present  Dis- 
trict Deput}'.  He  holds  membership  with  Canton 
Ford  Patriarch  Militant  No.  55,  and  of  Drummer 
Lodge  No.  1,611,K.  of  H.,  being  presiding  oflicer 
of  the  last-named  body  at  one  time,  and  is  the 
present  P^inancial  and  Corresponding  Reporter  or 
Secretary.  He  belongs  to  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  Building  and  Loan  Association  of  Gibson 
City.  Enterprise,  public  spirit  and  integrity  have 
characterized  Mr.  Crainniond's  course  in  life,  while 
his  intercourse  with  both  ac(iuaintance  and  stranger 
is  always  marked  by  courtesy  and  kindness. 


A 


^^HOMAS  R.  WILEY,  M.  D.,B.  S.,the  pioneer 
f(f(^^\  physician  and  surgeon  of  Gibson  C^ity,  or 
Vg^  the  oldest  in  years  of  practice  now  residing 
there,  was  born  near  Colfax,  McLean  County,  111., 
.lune  19,  1844.  His  jiarents  were  Lyttle  R.  and 
Sarah  R.  Wiley.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Ken- 
tuck^',  born  near  Lexington,  on  the  16th  of 
November,  181'.),  and  came  to  Illinois  in  1840,  en- 
gaging in  farming  ui  McLean  County.  His  mar- 
riage was  celebrated  in  Indiana,  his  wife  being  a 
native  of  that  Slate,  born  in  Switzerland  County. 
He  died  in  November,  1889,  Init  her  death  occurred 
at  her  home  in  McLean  County,  this  State,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1SS5. 


Thomas  R.  was  reared  on  a  farm  until  twenty 
years  of  age  and  after  attending  the  [ireparatory 
schools,  took  a  full  collegiate  course  at  the  Illinois 
Wesleyan  University,  being  graduated  with  the 
degree  of  B.  S.  in  the  class  of  1871.  He  then  be- 
gan the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  Hill,  ofBloom- 
ington,  and  later  took  a  course  of  lectures  at  tiie 
INIichiuan  State  University  at  Ann  Arbor.  Later  he 
attended  Rush  Medical  College  of  Chicago,  where 
he  further  fitted  himself  for  the  practice  of  his 
profession,  and  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1874.  The  following  March  he  established 
practice  in  Gibson  City,  which  he  has  continued 
with  marked  success  to  the  jnescnt  time.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Illinois  Central  Medical  Association 
and  of  the  National  Railway  Surgeons'  Association. 
He  has  been  the  local  surgeon  of  the  Illinois  Cen- 
tral Railroad  for  four  3ears,Tnd  is  examining  phy- 
sician and  surgeon  for  the  following  named  insur- 
ance companies  and  societies:  New  York  Life,  New 
York  iMutual,  the  P>iuit.able  of  New  York,  New 
York  Home;  Aetna,  of  Hartford;  Northwestern 
Mutual,  of  Milwaukee,  AVis.;  Franklin,  of  Hartford, 
Conn.;  the  Mutual,  of  Hartford,  Travelers',  and 
others. 

On  the  17th  of  .lune,  1874,  Dr.  Wile}^  was  mar- 
ried in  Bloomington,  111.,  to  Miss  Mattie  E.  Reeves, 
a  daughter  of  O.  S.  Reeves.  Mrs.  Wile^-  was  born 
in  McLean  County,  and  was  reared  in  Leroy,  111. 
She  is  a  devoted  member  of  the  Christian  Church 
and  one  of  its  earnest  workers.  Her  father  died 
when  she  was  a  child  and  her  mother,  who  still 
survives  her  husband,  makes  her  home  in  Bloom- 
ington. Dr.  and  Mrs.  Wiley  have  one  child,  a 
daughter,  Boulah  Belle,   who  was  born  in  Gibson 

Cit3^ 

The  Doctor  is  a  memlier  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  and,  in  political  sentiment,  is  indeiien- 
dent.  He  li.as  been  cliosen  by  his  fellow-citi- 
zens to  various  official  positions  of  honor  and 
trust.  He  was  the  second  President,  of  Gibson 
VilLage  Board.  For  several  years  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Village  School  Board,  for  three 
years  of  that  time  serving  as  its  President  and  has 
shown  much  interest  in  the  advancement  of  edu- 
cation. He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
People's  International  Investment  and  Loan  Asso- 
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ciatiou,  of  wliicli  lie  lias  been  its  President,  and  a 
director.  He  is  also  interested  in  the  land  syndi- 
cate that  has  invested  in  the  city  real  estate  under 
the  title  of  the  Gibson  Land  Improvement  Com- 
pany. In  addition  to  valuable  city  property,  Dr. 
AVilcy  is  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm  of  five  hundred 
and  thirty  acres,  situated  in  the  town  of  Brown, 
Champaign  County,  which  he  leases.  The  Doctor 
is  a  physician  and  surgeon  of  recognized  abilitj-, 
thorough  culture  and  large  experience.  He  has 
been  eminently  successful  in  his  practice,  accumu- 
lating a  valuable  property,  and  has  won  a  foremost 
place  among  the  skilled  of  his  profession  in  East- 
ern find  Central  Illinois. 

yALLACE  SHLMWAY  LAMB,  the  leading 
fui-niture  dealer  of  Gibson  City,  is  num- 
bered among  the  energetic  3'oung  business 
men  who  are  rapidly  advancing  that  town  to  the 
first  place  in  business  importance  of  any  in  the 
county.  His  parents,  .lohn  and  Mary  (Shumwa}') 
Lamb,  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Stephen- 
son County,  111.,  whither  the  father  emigrated  in 
1840,  his  wife  moving  there  at  a  later  date.  After 
their  marriage,  they  located  on  a  farm,  Mr.  Lamb 
becoming  a  well-to-do  farmer.  He  was  a  native  of 
Kentucky  and  his  wife  of  Ohio,  but  since  coming 
to  Illinois  they  have  made  their  home  in  Stephenson 
County,  Mr.  Lamb  still  residing  in  Yellow  Creek 
at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  j'ears.  His  wife,  who 
W.1S  an  active  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  died 
in  that  faith  in  1886.  I*oliticallj\  he  was  a  Whig, 
but  when  the  question  of  abolishing  human  slavery 
arose,  he  threw  his  influence  in  that  direction, 
making  public  addresses  as  well  as  private  argu- 
ments. Since  the  rise  of  the  Republican  party,  he 
has  been  a  strong  advocate  of  its  principles  though 
not  an  otlice-seeker.  The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lamb  consisted  of  seven  children,  five  sons  and 
two  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  still   living. 

Our  subject,  who  was  born  in  Freeport,  111.,  May 
5,  1802,  is  the  youngest  of  the  family,  and  until 
the  age  of  sixteen  }'ears  he  spent  his  time  on  the 
farm  and  in  the  district  schools.     He  subsequently 


pursued  a  business  course  at  Dixon,  111.,  graduat- 
ing in  1881,  and  the  following  four  years  was 
book-keeper  for  Seeley  it  Read,  of  Freeport.  Hav- 
ing served  three  j'ears  in  the  wholesale  carpet  de- 
partment of  Marsh.all  Field  &  Co.,  of  Chicago,  he 
established  business  on  his  own  account  in  Wilcox, 
Neb.  In  1888,  he  came  to  Gibson  City  and  suc- 
ceeded S.  L.  Harnit  &  Co.  in  the  furniture  busi- 
ness, and  the  firm  title  adopted  is  W.  S.  Lamli  it 
Co.  They  carry  the  largest  stock  of  furniture  in 
the  county,  to  which  thej^  have  added  an  under- 
taking business.  Their  main  store,  one  hundred 
feet  deep,  fronts  on  Galena  Avenue,  the  principal 
business  street  of  the  town,  while  a  forty-foot  slore- 
room  fronts  on  the  street  on  the  south.  Besides, 
they  have  a  two-story  warehouse,  and  all  are  filled 
with  select  goods.  Mr.  Lamb  is  a  genial,  wide- 
awake }-oung  man,  justly  deserving  the  success  he 
has  met  in  his  financial  undertakings. 

Mr.  Lamb  visited  Shawneetown,  111.,  and  while 
there  was  married,  on  the  10th  of  March,  1887,  to 
Miss  Abbie  A.  Edwards,  a  native  of  that  place. 
By  this  marriage  have  been  born  two  children: 
Wilber  E.  and  Wallace  S.  In  religions  belief, both 
Mr.  and  INIrs.  Lamb  are  members  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian Church,  and,  in  politics,  he  is  a  Republican. 
Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order  and 
of  the  Knights  of  P\thias. 


^AMES  1).  HALL  is  an  honored  pioneer  of 
what  is  now  Ford  County  and  resides  in 
Paxton.  He  came  to  the  county  in  Febru- 
ary, 1852,  and  soon  after  his  settlement 
here,  the  Tax  Collector  called  at  his  house  and  told 
him  that  there  were  then  but  eighteen  settlers" 
cabins  in  the  region  now  embraced  in  Ford  County, 
that  was  set  off  from  Yermilion. 

Mr.  Hall  was  born  in  the  town  of  Adelphi,  Ross 
County,  Ohio,  April  10,  1821,  and  is  a  son  of 
James  and  Hester  (Hiller\)  Hall.  His  parents  were 
from  Cumberland  Countv,  Md.,and  settled  in  Ohio 
prior  to  the  War  of  1812,  in  which  his  father  and 
uncles  took  part.  In  his  youth,  our  subject  learned 
the  blacksmith's   trade    and    in    1839    worked    in 
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Iiuli.'ui.i,  locating'  near  Attica,  where  he  engaged 
in  farm  work  and  Icanung,  receiving  for  one  year's 
services  only  »!l()0.  Two  years  later,  he  removed 
to  Warren  County  of  the  same  State,  where  lie 
rented  a  farm  for  two  years.  In  the  summer  of 
1844,  in  comp.any  with  nine  others,  he  entered 
eleven  hundred  acres  of  Government  land  on  the 
prairie  hy  pre-emption,  and  the  first  year  a  part  of 
this  was  broken  and  planted  in  crops.  The  fol- 
lowing year,  Mr.  Hall  had  his  share  separated  and 
afterward  added  to  his  farm  bj'  subsequent  pur- 
chase. In  a  small  way,  he  began  dealing  in  cattle 
and  continued  buying,  raising  and  selling  until  he 
did  an  extensive  business  in  that  line.  In  18.51, 
he  took  a  drove  of  cows  through  to  Northern  Wis- 
consin, soiling  them  in  Oshkosh,  that  State.  On  his 
return,  he  prospected  for  a  location  in  Illinois,  and 
in  February,  1852,  settled  in  what  was  known  as 
Henderson's  Grove,  then  in  Vermilicn  but  now  in 
Ford  County.  There  he  engaged  in  farming  and 
stock-raising. 

Mr.  Hall  was  married  in  Fountain  County,  Ind., 
in  1841,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Eliza  A. 
Wisman,  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  a  daughter  of 
.lolin  Wisman.  Five  children  were  born  of  their 
union,  but  only  two  are  now  living.  Henry  C, 
the  eldest,  wedded  Miss  Mary  Pierpont  and  is  en- 
gaged in  the  grain  business  inPaxton;  Hester  died 
in  infancy;  William  F.  was  drowned  in  the  Missis- 
sippi River  when  eighteen  years  of  age;  and 
Rebecca,  widow  of  David  H.  Snyder,  resides  in 
Paxton. 

Mr.  Hall  made  his  home  in  Henderson's  Grove 
until  the  spring  of  1854,  when  he  bought  a  tract 
of  land  on  section  33,  Patton  Township.  He  is 
said  to  have  built  the  first  frame  house  north  of 
the  Vermilion  River,  in  what  is  now  Ford  County. 
His  farm  contained  two  hundred  and  eighty-six 
acres  and  was  one  of  the  best  in  the  county.  In 
1860,  he  was  elected  Sheriff  of  Ford  Count}'  and 
served  a  term  of  two  j'ears  in  that  office.  On  his 
election  to  the  position,  he  removed  to  Paxton,  re- 
turning to  his  farm  at  the  close  of  his  term  of  ser- 
vice and  in  1865  again  came  to  Paxton,  where,  in 
company  with  his  son,  Henry  C,  he  engaged  in 
the  grain  trade.  In  1869,  we  again  find  him  upon 
the  farm  but  he  also  continued  business  as  a  grain 


dealer.  Since  1885,  he  has  resided  in  the  city.  He 
exercises  his  right  of  franchise  in  support  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  in  his  views  on  the  subject 
of  religion  is  an  avowed  atheist.  Mr.  Hall  is  one 
of  the  oldest  surviving  pioneers  of  Ford  County 
and  well  deserves  mention  among  her  early  settlers. 


11^^  ICHAEL  H.  DOLAN  is    well  deserving  of 
I      l\\    I'epresentation     in    the    history    of    Ford 
I       iJti  Count)%   for  he  is  an  enterprising  citizen 
*  of  Roberts.     He  claims  New   York  as  the 

State  of  his  nativit3\  He  was  born  in  Lockport, 
March  28,  1859,  and  is  the  eldest  of  ten  children, 
six  sons  and  four  daughters,  born  unto  John  and 
Belle  (Hooks)  Dolan.  His  father,  a  native  of  Ire- 
land, was  born  in  Ma}',  1819,  and  was  reared  as  a 
stock-raiser.  On  attaining  his  majority,  he  crossed 
the  briny  deep  and  became  a  resident  of  Canada, 
where  he  remained  for  two  years,  when  he  went 
to  Lockport,  N.  Y.,  and  was  foreman  in  a  stone 
quarry  for  some  time.  He  became  one  of  the  pio- 
neers of  Farmer  City,  111.,  removing  thence  when  it 
contained  only  two  stores.  He  is  now  one  of  the 
three  oldest  citizens  of  that  place  and  himself  and 
wife  are  classed  among  its  prominent  people.  They 
are  members  of  the  Catholic  Church  and  he  has 
been  a  supporter  of  Democratic  principles  since 
coming  to  America. 

The  seven  children  of  the  Dolan  family  yet  liv- 
ing are  Michael  II.,  of  this  sketch;  James,  an  em- 
ploye of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  Company; 
Edward,  who  is  agent  on  the  Big  Four  R.ailro.ad 
at  Farmer  City,  111.;  Robert,  who  is  operator  at 
the  s.ame  place;  Phnebe,  who  is  clerking  for  Bu- 
ford  Brothers,  of  Farmer  City;  Anna,  who  is  one 
of  the  successful  teachers  of  Ford  County,  and 
Nellie,  who  is  engaged  in  dress-making  in  Farmer 
City. 

Our  subject  was  quite  young  when  he  came 
with  tiis  parents  to  the  West  and  in  Farmer  City 
he  acquired  his  education.  He  left  the  parental 
roof  and  began  life  for  himself  at  the  .age  of 
twenty-four  years,  and  since  August,  1880,  has  re- 
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sided  in  Roberts,  being  employed  as  a  section  fore- 
man of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad.  His  long 
continued  .service  with  one  company  indicates  his 
faithful  performance  of  dul3'  and  tlie  confidence 
reposed  in  him  liy  his  employers. 

On  the  20th  of  December,  1883,  Mr.  Dolan  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sadie  l^^isaman,  who 
was  born  in  Woodford  County,  III.,  Ma^'  12,  18(52. 
The}'  were  married  in  I'axton  and  their  union  has 
been  blessed  with  two  little  daughters:  Edna  Pearl, 
aged  seven,  and  Ina.  Tlie  mother  is  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Church  of  Roberts.  The  Dolan 
hou.sehold  is  tlie  abode  of  hosi)itality  and  its  doors 
are  evei'  open  fur  the  rccciition  of  tlic  many  friends 
of  oui-  subject  and  wife. 

Mr.  Dolan  on  questions  of  natiimal  imiiortance 
votes  with  the  Democratic  [tarty,  but  at  local  elec- 
tions votes  for  tlie  man  whom  he  thinks  best  (jual- 
ified  for  the  oflice,  regardless  of  [larty  altiliations. 
For  two  years  he  has  served  as  one  of  the  Village 
Trustees  of  Rolierts,  and  has  proved  an  etlicient 
ollicer.  He  is  an  honored  memlicr  of  Lyman 
Lodge  No.  293,  K.  I'.,  of  Roberts,  which  he  joined 
on  its  organization  and  is  now  serving  as  Prelate. 
An  open-hearted,  generous  man,  he  lias  given  liber- 
ally for  the  support  of  all  enterprises  calculated  to 
prove  of  |)ublic  benefit,  and  is  a  citizen  of  sterling 
worth. 


■'   ■!     '       11   < 


ylLLIAM  A.  HUTCHISON,  engineer,  of 
Clarence,  Ford  County,  III.,  is  a  native  of 
Ohio,  born  in  Holmes  County,  December 
10,1850.  His  grandfather.  Col. 'William  Hutch- 
ison, was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  but  of  Scotch 
parentage.  After  attaining  his  majority,  he  moved, 
in  about  1800,  to  Holmes  County,  Ohio,  where  he 
became  a  prominent  and  inlluenlial  citizen,  lieing 
the  first  Judge  of  Holmes  County,  and  a  Colonel 
of  the  militia.  His  father,  Samuel  I.  Hutchison, 
grew  to  manhood  in  Holmes  County  and  there 
married  Mar)'  Rodgers,  a  native  of  Wayne  County, 
Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of  John  Rodgers,  who  was 
one  of  the  pioneer  .settlers  of  that  county.  After 
their  marriage,  he  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 


suits in  his  native  county  for  a  number  of  years. 
He  enlisted  in  the  one-hundred-day  .service  for 
the  late  war  and  served  during  the  term  of  his  en- 
listment. In  18G8,  he  moved  to  Illinois  and  set- 
tled in  Button  Township,  Ford  County,  where  he 
opened  up  a  farm  on  which  he  resided  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  He  died  in  Clarence,  March  4,  1892. 
His  wife  survives  him  and  resides  with  her  son. 
The)'  had  a  family  of  three  sons  and  one  daughter, 
all  of  whom  are  living  and  are  heads  of  families. 
William  A.  is  the  eldest;  John,  a  farmer  in  Button 
Townshii),  is  the  next  in  order  of  birth;  Irvin  is 
an  engineer  residing  in  Rochester,  Ind.;  and 
pjlizabeth  is  the  wife  of  R.  M.  (iaisueh,  a  prosper- 
ous farmer  of  Button  Township. 

William  A.  Hutchison  came  with  his  parents  to 
Ford  County  when  a  young  man  of  eighteen 
years.  His  youth  was  spent  on  a  farm  and  in  at- 
tending the  common  schools  of  his  native  State. 
He  also  attended  school  a  short  time  after  locating 
in  Illinois.  He  continued  in  agricultural  pursuits 
until  1876,  when  he  gave  up  fanning  and  en- 
gaged in  merchandising  in  the  village  of  Clarence. 
He  was  appointed  Postmaster  of  the  place  and 
served  in  that  ca|)acity  for  twelve  years.  When 
he  sold  out  his  mercantile  business,  he  engaged 
in  running  a  .stationary  engine  in  Clarence,  in 
which  business  he  is  yet  engaged.  He  is  the  owner 
of  a  good  farm  adjoining  the  village  and  has  also 
good  residence  property  both  in  Clarence  and 
Paxton. 

Mr.  Hutchison  was  united  in  marriage,  in  Lo- 
gan County,  Ohio,  in  November,  1876,  to  Miss 
Margaret  Ghortnaley,  a  native  of  Ohio.  By  this 
marriage  there  are  four  children:  Owen,  Mary, 
Elsie  and  an  infant.  There  are  eight  years'  dif- 
ference in  the  ages  of  the  last  two  children,  and 
both  were  born  on  the  same  day  of  the  same  month, 
the  first,  February  29,  1884,  and  the  latter,  Febru- 
ary 29,  1892. 

Mr.  Hutchison  is  identified  with  the  Republi- 
can party,  of  which  he  has  been  an  earnest  sup- 
porter since  his  majority.  He  has  served  in  sev- 
eral local  positions,  having  been  Collector  of  But- 
ton Township,  also  Clerk  and  Assessor.  He  is  a 
man  of  good  business  habits  and  is  one  of  the  most 
enterprising  men  of  the  village,    in   which   he  has 
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resided  for  fifteen  years.  He  was  the  first  to  lo- 
cale at  the  place  and  weighed  the  first  load  of 
grain  marketed  in  the  village.  He  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  are 
held  in  tlie  highest  esteem  by  all  who  Ivnow  them. 
A  most  worthy  citizen,  a  good  friend  and  neigh- 
bor, he  well  deserves  representation  in  this  volume. 

ANIEL  II.  ANDREWS,  a  farmer  residing 
on  section  7,  Wall  Township,  is  a  native 
of  Illinois,  born  in  Fulton  Count}',  on  the 
25th  of  Octol)ei-,  1850,  and  is  a  son  of 
Harman  Andrews,  who  was  born  in  New  York,  and 
was  of  English  descent.  When  ver}'  young,  his 
father  died,  and  he  was  compelled  to  begin  life  for 
himself.  lie  worked  for  a  time  as  a  farm  hand,  but 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  began  learning  the  ship  car- 
penter's trade,  at  which  he  was  employed  until  the 
age  of  twenty-two.  He  followed  this  occupation 
chiefly  with  his  brothers,  in  New  Orleans.  In  1842, 
Mr.  Andrews  came  to  Illinois,  settling  in  Fulton 
Countj',  and  began  the  cultivation  of  a  farm.  He 
enlisted  in  this  State  under  Col.  E.  D.  Baker  in  the 
Mexican  War,  and  was  made  Cor[)oraI,  serving  one 
year. 

Harman  Andrews  was  united  in  marriage  in  Ful- 
ton Count}',  Novemlier  22,  1843,  to  Eliza  Peter- 
son, who  was  a  native  of  Ohio,  but  of  German  de- 
scent. They  became  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
three  sons  and  five  daughters:  Flora,  who  died 
April  14,  1870;  Benjamin  C,  a  farmer  of  Wall 
Township,  this  county,  was  born  on  the  27th  of 
September,  1816,  and  his  sketch  appears  on  an- 
other page  of  this  work;  .Julia  C,  born  September 
24,  1848,  died  in  1878;  our  subject  is  the  next  in 
order  of  birth;  .Tosiah  S.,  born  November  24,  1852, 
was  called  to  his  linal  rest  Octolier  15,  1854;  Sarah 
E.,  wife  of  Charles  Brandenburg,  of  Nebraska,  was 
born  on  the  13th  of  March,  1855:  .James  H.,  a 
farmer  of  Wall  Township,  was  born  September  25, 
1857;  and  Eliza  .Jane,  born  June  13,  1861,  was  the 
wife  of  C.  C.  Broadus,  and  is  now  deceased. 

The  father  of  tills  family  served  for  two  years 
as  Captain  of  Cf>mi)any  G,  Forty-seventh  Illinois 
Infantry,  in  the  late  war.  Resigning  that  command. 


he  returned  home  and  raised  another  comi)any, 
becoming  its  Captain.  It  was  mustered  into  the 
service  as  Companj'  A,  of  the  One  Hundred  and 
Fifty-first  Illinois  Infantry.  With  this  company- 
he  served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  Corinth,  a  piece  of  shell 
shattering  his  left  arm,  after  which  he  was  taken 
prisoner,  but  at  the  end  of  sixteen  days  was  jia- 
roUed.  Capt.  Andrews  participated  in  several  im- 
portant engagements,  including  that  at  Island  No. 
10,  luka.  New  Madrid  and  Corinth,  and  was  in  the 
Vicksburg  campaign  until  the  fall  of  that  city.  He 
received  his  discliarge  in  January,  1866. 

From  Fulton  County,  Capt.  Andrews  removed 
to  Marshall  County,  this  State,  where  he  laid  his 
land  warrant  in  1855,  and  there  engaged  in  farm- 
ing until  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  27th  of 
Februar}',  1875,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years,  his 
birth  being  on  the  29th  of  January,  1820.  His 
wife  followed  him  to  the  final  home  only  thirteen 
days  later,  .and  both  were  buried  in  Marshall 
County.  In  religious  belief,  he  was  a  Methodist, 
and  socially  was  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows'  fra- 
ternity. He  took  an  active  part  in  political  affairs, 
and  was  first  a  Whig,  but  on  the  organization  of 
the  Repulilican  part}',  became  one  of  its  stanch  sup- 
porters, and  was  a  strong  Lincoln  man.  He  served 
for  two  terms  as  County  Treasurer  of  Marshall 
County. 

Daniel  II.  Andrews  was  reared  to  manhood  on 
his  father's  farm,  where  he  remained  until  past  the 
age  of  twenty-one,  receiving  his  literary  education 
in  the  district  schools.  At  the  age  of  thirteen, 
when  his  f.ather  was  fighting  for  the  Union,  he  .as- 
sisted his  mother  in  the  man.agemcnt  of  the  home 
farm.  Wiien  he  had  reached  his  majority,  he  be- 
gan life  for  himself  .as  a  farmer  in  Marshall  County, 
where  he  remained  one  year,  and  then  came  to 
Ford  County,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home. 
He  is  now  the  owner  of  two  hundrtd  and  seventy 
acres  of  arable  land,  but  on  comingto  this  county, 
he  only  purchased  ninety  acres.  He  is  now  en- 
gaged in  general  farming  and  stock-raising,  being 
a  breeder  of  fast  horses,  and  is  one  of  the  enter- 
prising farmers  of  the  community. 

Our  subject  w.as  married  in  Marshall  County, 
March  5,  1872,  to  Miss  INIinnic  Durfey.     She  is  a 
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native  of  Oliio,  born  on  the  29tb  of  October, 
1850,  and  tlie  fourth  in  a  family  of  eight  chil- 
dren born  unto  Reuben  and  Bliiiil}'  M.  (Vining) 
Durfey.  Her  i)arent8  were  both  natives  of  Ohio. 
TIn-oughout  the  greater  part  of  his  life,  her  father 
has  followed  the  occupation  of  farming.  Attracted 
b\'  the  discovery  of  gold,  he  went  to  California  in 
1850,  making  his  way  across  the  plains.  He  was 
quite  successful  in  his  mining  operations,  and  after 
about  a  year,  returned  liy  the  Isthmus  of  Panama. 
The  old  money  belt  which  he  brought  with  him  is 
now  in  the  Durfey  home.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  His  wife,  who  died  in  1874, 
was  also  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Of 
their  family,  five  are  yet  living:  Elmer,  who  is 
married  and  resides  with  his  wife  and  three  chil- 
dren upon  a  farm  in  Ohio;  Sarah,  wife  of  .John 
Davis,  a  resident  farmer  of  Delaware,  Ohio:  Mrs. 
Andrews,  wife  of  our  subject;  Alice,  wife  of  Clar- 
ence jNIanter,  of  Ohio;  Elsie,  who  is  married  and 
resides  in  Delaware,  Ohio;  Girard,  the  eldest  of 
the  family,  was  one  of  the  boys  in  blue.  He  en- 
listed in  Company  C,  Fourth  Ohio  Infantr3-,  under 
Capt.  Crawford,  and  his  regiment  was  assigned  to 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  He  was  wounded  at 
the  battle  of  Bull  Run.  losing  all  the  fingers  of  his 
right  hand,  after  which  he  never  enjoyed  a  day's 
health.  In  1865,  he  was  married,  but  his  wife  died 
in  187C,  leaving  a  son.  In  October,  1888,  deatii 
relieved  him  of  his  sufiferings  w^hilc  an  inmate  of 
Washington  Hospital,  wliere  he  had  gone  for 
treatment. 

Mrs.  Andrews  spent  her  maidenhood  da3^s  tinder 
the  parental  roof,  and,  after  attending  the  common 
schools,  was  for  two  years  a  student  in  the  select 
school  and  one  and  a  half  yeare  in  the  female  sem- 
inary of  Delaware,  Ohio,  after  which  she  tried 
teaching  in  her  native  county-.  She  is  a  lady  of 
culture  and  refinement,  and  presides  with  gi-ace 
over  her  hospitable  home.  Unto  our  subject  and 
his  wife  have  been  born  nine  children:  Frankie, 
born  July  14,  1873,  died  January  15,  1876;  Fannie, 
born  February  22,  1875;  Orville,  July  17,  187G; 
Otis,  December  28,  1878;  Willie.  March  24,  1880; 
Alice,  February  8,  1882;  Maggie,  February  14, 
1884;  Minnie,  March  21,  1889;  and  Hazel,  .Janu- 
ary 25,  1891;  all  of   whom  arc  with  their  parents. 


Mr.  Andrews  and  his  wife  are  consistent  mem- 
liers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Melviu, 
and  take  an  active  interest  in  its  work.  He  is  a 
strong  Republican  in  his  political  sentiment,  but 
has  never  been  an  office-seeker,  though  he  does 
much  for  the  advancement  of  the  party.  Socially, 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  being  the 
present  Commander  of  Camp  No.  369,  of  Melvin. 
He  is  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  Wall  Town- 
siiip.  and  is  liberal  with  his  means  in  the  advance- 
ment of  those  enterprises  for  the  benefit  of  the 
community. 


-•!••!••!••{• 
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^       IfeJLLIAM  E.  THOMPSON,  who  is  recognized 
* /\,*     as  one  of  tiie   rising  young  business  men 

'^^  of  Melvin,  is  a  member  of  the  Thompson 
Company,  dealers  in  farm  implements,  lumber  and 
paints.  Belmont  County,  Ohio,  is  the  place  of 
his  nativity,  and  Februaiy  9,  1863.  the  date  of  his 
birth.  With  his  parents,  John  ]M.  and  Jane  (Day) 
Thompson,  he  came  to  Illinois  in  1865,  and  since 
1872  he  has  been  a  resident  of  Melviu.  After 
leaving  the  public  schools  of  that  )ilace,  he  spent 
two  years  in  the  literary  department  of  Wesleyan 
Universitj^  at  Bloomington,  III.  Subsequently  he 
pursued  a  commercial  course  in  the  same  institu- 
tion, graduating  with  the  Class  of  '83.  Soon 
thereafter  he  entered  his  father's  imi)lement  and 
lumlier  establishment,  continuing  until  1886,  when 
he  and  his  uncle,  W.  H.  Thompson,  became  i)arl- 
ncTs  ill  tlie  im|)lement  and  lumber  trade,  assuming 
the  firm  title  of  Thompson  Coinpan}".  They  have 
an  extensive  patronage,  which  has  been  won  by 
fair  and  honorable  dealing.  It  is  no  exaggeration 
to  say  that  the}-,  both  as  individuals  and  as  a  busi- 
ness firm,  have  the  unalloyed  confidence  of  the 
community. 

On  the  lltli  of  November.  1885,  ;\Ir.  Thompson 
wedded  Miss  Maggie  Stather.     The  lady   is  a  na 
tive  of   Canada,    but    in    girUiood    came  with  her 
parents  to  Ford  County,  where  she  has  since  made 
her  home. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Jlrs.   Thompson  were  born  three 
children,  but  Elma  J.   is   the  only  one  surviving, 
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two  having  died  in  infancy.  Both  be  and  wife 
arc  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and,  in  political  principles,  lie  is  a  stanch  Republi- 
can, taking  an  .active  interest  in  tiie  success  of  his 
party.  Socially,  Mr.  Thompson  is  a  member  of 
Lodge  No.  179,  K.  P.,  having  passed  tlirough 
all  the  chairs,  and  of  the  Odd  Fellows'  society. 
No.  159.  For  eight  years  he  has  served  as  No- 
tary Public.  In  all  the  relations  of  life  he  has 
shown  himself  a  man.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  su- 
perior ability  and  accomplishments.  During  his 
school  life,  whether  in  public  school  or  in  college, 
he  always  stood  among  the  best  students  in  his 
class,  and  iu  business  circles  lie  takes  a  front 
rank. 


^RANK  B.  FAOERBURG,  proprietor  of  the 
Iton  Ton  Boot  and  Shoe  Store,  is  one  of 
tlic  leading  young  business  men  of  the  city, 
wide-awake  and  enterprising.  He  has  been  en- 
gaged in  his  present  line  for  only  a  few  months 
but  has  already  won  a  liberal  patronage  and  his 
store  is  rapidly  gaining  favor  with  the  public.  Mr. 
Fagerburg  was  born  in  Shelby ville,  Shelby  County, 
111.,  on  the  21st  of  September,  1863,  and  is  a  son 
of  Alfred  and  Catlierine  (Johnson)  Fagerburg. 
His  parents  were  born  in  Sweden  and,  leaving  their 
native  land  in  1853,  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  Am- 
erica, settling  in  Rockford,  111.  They  now  reside 
in  McLean  County  of  this  State,  where  the  father 
is  engaged  in  farming. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  the 
gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  sketch.  He  re- 
ceived liberal  educational  advantages,  attended 
Augustana  College  of  Rock  Island,  where  he 
learned  the  Swedish  language,  and  was  graduated 
from  the  Wesleyan  University  in  the  Class  of  '80, 
following  which  he  took  a  course  at  the  Business 
College  of  Bloomington,  111.,  and  was  graduated 
from  that  institution  in  1881.  Having  thus  been 
well-fitted  for  a  business  career,  he  then  accepted 
the  position  of  assistant  paymaster  of  the  Chicago 
it  Alton  Railroad  Company,  which  he  held  for  six 
and  a  half  years,  being  a  trusted    employe   of    the 


road.  He  then  went  to  Boston  and  for  two  years 
was  secretary  for  the  superintendent  of  motive 
power  for  the  New  York  and  New  England  Rail- 
road Com  pan  3'.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time, 
he  came  to  Paxton,  and  since  December,  1891,  has 
been  engaged  in  his  present  business.  In  Bloom- 
ington, 111.,  Se|)tember  25,  1884,  he  wedded  .Jessie 
L.  Wolcott,  who  died  about  a  year  later.  One 
child  of  this  marriage,  Rudolph  F.,  died  in  in- 
fancy. 

On  the  2d  of  May,  1890,  Mr.  Fagerburg  was  uni- 
ted in  marriage  with  Miss  Charlotte  F.  Anderson, 
a  native  of  this  State,  born  in  Champaign,  and  a 
daughter  of  Peter  Anderson.  He  and  his  wife 
both  belong  to  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church, 
and,  in  his  political  afliliations,  he  is  a  Republican, 
having  supported  that  party  since  he  attained  iiis 
majority.  Socially,  Mr.  Fagerburg  is  a  Knight 
Templar  Mason,  holding  membership  with  Paxton 
Lodge  No.  416,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  Ford  Chapter  No. 
113,  R.  A.  M.;  and  Mt.  Olivet  Commandery  No.  38, 
K.  T.  He  also  belongs  to  Paxton  Lodge  I.  O.  O.  F. 
He  is  one  of  the  live  young  business  men  of  Pax- 
ton, has  a  well-stocked  and  tast}'  store  and  is 
building  up  a  jjrosperous  and  increasing  trade, 
which  he  well  merits. 


^AUL  KOESTNER,  deceased,  was  for  some 
years  a  well-known  and  prominent  farmer 
of  Ford  County,  and  it  is  but  meet  that  this 
sketch  of  his  life  be  given  in  the  history  of 
Ins  adopted  count}'.  He  was  a  native  of  Bavaria, 
Germany,  born  on  the  20th  of  August,  1851,  and 
was  one  of  eight  children  whose  parents,  John  and 
Catherine  Koestner,  where  also  of  German  birth. 
Our  subject  spent  his  early  boyhood  days  in  his 
native  land  and  in  1866,  when  a  lad  of  fifteen 
years,  came  to  America.  Crossing  the  ocean,  he 
landed  at  New  York  City,  continuing  his  Westward 
journey  until  he  arrived  in  Henry,  Marshall 
County,  111.,  where  he  began  life  for  himself  ;is  a 
farm  hand,  working  by  the  month.  He  there 
spent  several  years  and  in  1X71  came  to  Ford 
County,  where  he  continued  to  make  his  home  un- 
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til  his  death.  For  two  years,  he  continued  to 
work  upon  a  farm  by  the  month  and  then  rented 
land  botli  in  Wall  and  Peach  Orchard  Townships. 
He  also  gave  considerable  attention  to  stock-raising 
and  it  was  while  on  his  way  to  Chicago  with  stock 
that  he  met  his  death  in  a  railroad  accident  on  the 
11th  of  January,  1888.  He  was  then  but  in  the 
prime  of  life  and  his  loss  was  a  deep  blow  to  his 
family  and  friends.  His  remains  were  brought 
back  to  P'ord  County  and  interred  in  Melvin 
Cemetery.  In  politics,  he  was  a  Democrat  and  was 
a  worthy  and  respected  citizen  of  the  community. 
The  lady  who  bears  the  name  of  l^Irs.  Koestner 
was  in  her  maidenhood  Miss  Fannie  Holmes, 
daughter  of  W.  B.  and  Eliza  ( Wrenn)  Holmes,  who 
were  the  first  white  settlers  to  make  a  permanent 
locatiou  in  Peach  Orchard  Township.  A  sketch  of 
their  lives  is  given  on  another  page  of  this  work. 
Mrs.  Koestner  was  the  first  child  bora  in  that 
township,  and  she  I'emained  under  the  parental 
roof  until  her  marriage  on  the  23d  of  March,  1881. 
By  this  union  were  born  three  childien,  two  of 
whom  are  yet  living:  Frankie  and  William,  who 
make  their  home  with  their  mother.  Henry,  the 
eldest,  died  August  22,  1884.  Mrs.  Koestner,  since 
her  husband's  death,  has  removed  to  Melvin, 
where  she  opened  a  boot  and  shoe  store  which  she 
still  carries  on.  She  is  a  lady  of  good  business 
ability,  characterized  by  industry  and  enterprise, 
and  in  her  commercial  efforts  is  meeting  with  good 
success  which  she  justly  deserves. 


^  AMES  HOCK,  a  pioneer  of  the  territory  now 
comprising  Ford  County,  who  dates  his 
first  coming  here  from  1852,  and  perma- 
nently settled  at  what  is  now  the  city  of  Pax- 
ton  in  the  winter  of  1853-4,  was  born  in  Fountain 
County,  Ind.,  November  5,  1834,  and  is  a  son  of 
Jacob  and  Amy  (Leatherman)  Hock.  His  father 
was  twice  married  and  James  was  the  youngest  of 
the  second  family  of  children.  There  were  eight 
children  in  all  who  grew  to  mature  3'ears.  Mr. 
Hock,  Sr.,  was  a  native  of  Pennsj'lvania,  and  dur- 


ing his  childhood  removed  with  his  parents  to 
Preble  Count v,  Ohio.  In  the  Buckeye  State,  he 
was  married  and  then  took  up  his  residence  in 
Fountain  Count}',  Ind.,  where  he  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days,  dying  at  the  age  of  fifty-two 
years.  His  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Ohio,  and  died  in  middle  life. 

In  1852,  James  Hock  came  to  Illinois  to  what  is 
now  Ford  County,  but  made  no  permanent  settle- 
ment. The  following  summer  he  returned  to  Ind- 
iana and,  in  the  spring  of  1853,  we  once  more  find 
him  in  Illinois.  During  the  greater  part  of  the 
succeeding  summer,  he  was  employed  in  hauling 
timber  for  bridge  and  culvert  building  on  the  Illi- 
nois Central  Railroad  through  Iroquois  County, 
and  also  engaged  at  farm  work.  In  the  winter  of 
1853-4,  lie  returned  to  Ford  County  and  made  his 
home  a  mile  from  Prairie  City,  now  Paxton.  For 
a  while  he  rented  land  and  was  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. A  few  3'ears  later,  he  removed  to  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Danville,  where  he  followed  agricul- 
tural pursuits. 

On  the  27th  of  March,  1859,  in  Prairie  City,  Mr. 
Hock  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Cordelia 
Daj',  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Peggy  (Puviance) 
Day.  She  was  born  in  Preble  Count}',  Ohio,  and 
came  to  Illinois  in  the  fall  of  1851  with  her  par- 
ents, the  family  settling  in  Paxton  in  the  summer 
of  1854.  A  sketch  of  her  father  appears  elsewhere 
in  this  work.  Mr.  and  Mr.  Hock  have  two  ciiil- 
dren,  a  son  and  a  daughter:  Clara,  now  the  wife 
of  George  La^^bourn,  a  resident  of  Duluth,  Minn., 
and  Ross,  who  is  engaged  in  the  lumber  business 
in  Peoria. 

In  1866,  Mr.  Hock  purchased  a  quarter-section  of 
land  on  section  34,  township  of  AVall,  Ford 
County,  adjoining  the  north  line  of  Patton  Town- 
ship, and  situated  about  four  miles  northwest  of 
the  city  of  Paxton,  which  he  still  owns  and  which 
is  one  of  the  best  improved  and  most  valued  farms 
of  Ford  Count}'.  There  he  engaged  in  farming 
and  stock-raising  until  1871,  when  he  removed  to 
Paxton  and  engaged  in  the  live-stock  business, 
continuing  operations  in  that  line  very  successfully 
for  twelve  years.  Later  he  was  engaged  in  the 
grain  and  farm  implement  business  and  for  a  time 
was  in  the  grocery  business  in   Paxton,  also  was 
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owner  of  a  lumber  yard  for  a  year.  At  tbe  pres- 
eut  time,  he  is  practically  living  a  retired  life,  at- 
tending only  to  the  care  of  his  property.  Himself 
and  wife  are  members  of  the  Congregational  Church 
and  their  daughter  of  tiie  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and,  in  politics,  Mr.  Hock  is  aRepul)Iican, 
having  supported  that  party  since  he  cast  his  tirst 
Presidential  vote  for  John  C.  Eremont.  With  the 
exception  of  an  interval  of  two  years,  he  has  made 
his  home  in  Eord  County  since  coming  here  forty 
years  ago,  and  is  highly  esteemed  for  his  integrity 
of  character  and  the  upright  and  manly  spirit  that 
lias  always  marked  his  intercourse  with  his  fellow- 
citizens. 


-^ 


^^ 


-^ 


eilOMA.S  MrXEI.SlI,  who  was  one  of  the 
^'•^^  most  i)rorainent  citizens  of  Roberts,  was 
Xs^  horn  ill  Dumbartonshire,  Scotland,  March  2^ 
1848.  His  parents  were  Thomas  and  .Jean  (Dun- 
can) McN'eish.  His  father  was  a  boot  and  shoe- 
maker by  trade  and  was  an  excellent  workman. 
He  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  1832,  and,  after  three 
years  spent  m  Penus3'lvania,  caine  to  Ford  County, 
where  he  [lurchased  eight}'  acres  of  raw  laud  and 
made  a  farm.  He  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Scotland,  and  joined  the 
Uiiited,15rellueu  in  Ford  County.  They  were  up- 
right citizens,  who  had  the  respect  of  all.  Mr. 
McNeish  was  laid  to  rest  in  Benton  Harbor,  Mich., 
and  his  wife  was  liuried  in  Roberts.  They  had  two 
sons  and  three  daughters:  Margaret,  wife  of  Mr. 
Watt,  a  retired  boot  and  shoe  merchant,  of  Scot- 
land; Marian,  wife  of  John  Mason,  of  Pennsylva- 
nia; aufi  Thomas,  of  this  sketch. 

Our  subject  was  twent3'-one  years  of  age  when 
he  came  to  Ford  County.  He  followed  fanning 
for  a  number  of  years,  and  when  Roljerts  was  laid 
out,  purchased  a  lot  in  the  village  and  began  the 
manufacture  of  boots  and  shoes.  He  afterward 
engaged  in  the  harness  business.  He  commenced 
life  for  himself  empty-handed,  and,  by  his  persis- 
tent efforts,  acquired  a  comfortable  competence. 
His  example  is  well  worthy  of  emulation. 

Mr.  McNeish  was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss 
Isabella  Burnett,  a  native  of  Dumfriesshire,  Scot- 


land. Their  union  was  celebrated  September  1, 
1873,  and  unto  them  have  been  born  nine  children, 
three  sons  and  six  daughters,  of  whom  three  are 
now  deceased:  Jeanne  carries  on  the  harness  and 
slioe  store,  with  the  aid  of  Frank  L.  Hanson.  She 
was  educated  in  the  graded  schools  of  Benton 
Harbor,  iNIicli.,  and  of  Roljerts.  With  her  father, 
she  took  a  trip  to  England  and  Scotland,  in  June, 
1890.  They  sailed  from  New  York  to  Glasgow, 
and  went  to  Cumbernauld,  the  old  homestead  of 
Mr.  McNeish.  They  remained  in  Europe  until  the 
following  September,  and  visited  Edinburg,  Glas- 
gow, the  Trossachs,  Dumbarton  Castle,  Sterling, 
Perth,  Rothesay,  Inverness,  Ben  Nevis,  Locli  Lo- 
mond, Ellen's  Isle,  Ayr,  Greenock,  and  Paisley. 
Over  many  miles  of  this  delightful  country  they 
journeyed  on  foot,  feasting  on  the  beautiful  Scotch 
scenery.  The^'  also  visited  the  home  of  Robert 
Burns,  and  the  great  exposition  in  Edinburg,  and 
spent  eight  days  in  the  citj' of  London,  where  they 
saw  the  Crystal  Palace,  Hampton  Court  Palace,  the 
London  Docks,  Tower  of  London,  Westminster 
Abbey,  Houses  of  Parliament,  Cleoi)atra's  Needle, 
the  Sphinxes,  St.  Paul's  Cathedral,  and  Prince  Al- 
bert's monument  in  H3'de  Park,  which  cost  £1,- 
000,000.  They  also  visited  the  Zoological  Gar- 
den, the  British  Museum,  and. Regent's  Park.  In 
September  they  returned  from  Glasgow  as  passen- 
gers on  board  the  "State  of  Indiana."  On  the 
return  trip  they  encountered  a  severe  storm,  but 
at  length  reached  New  York  in  safety.  The  other 
members  of  the  family  are  Mary,  Harris,  Agnes, 
John  Wilson,  and  Ellen  Isabella,  all  of  whom  are 
at  school,  except  the  latter,  wiio  completes  the 
family. 

Mr.  McNeish  was  a  Democrat  and  took  quite  an 
interest  in  political  affairs.  He  was  one  of  the 
honored  members  of  the  Town  Council  in  Roberts, 
and  socially,  he  was  a  Mason,  and  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Labor.  He  was  accidentally  killed  by 
a  sky  rocket,  July  4,  1891,  and  his  loss  was  de- 
plored b3'  all  who  knew  him,  for  he  was  not  only  a 
valued  citizen,  but  was  an  entertaining  companion 
■and  faithful  friend.  He  was  one  of  the  kindest 
and  best  of  husbands  and  his  place  in  llic  family 
circle  can  never  be  lilled.  AVe  here  quote  the 
words  wliich  were  often  u[)on  his  lips: 
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'•Again,  the  band  of  commerce  was  designed 
To  associate  all  the  branches  of  mankind; 
And  if  a  boundless  plent3'  be  the  robe, 
Trade  is  the  golden  girdle  of  the  globe. 
Wise  to  promote  whatever  end  He  means, 
God  opens  fruitful  Nature's  various  scenes; 
Each  climate  needs  what  other  climes  produce, 
And  offers  something  to  the  general  use; 
jS'j  laud  but  listens  to  the  common  call 
And  in  return  receives  suppl}-  from  all. 
This  general  intercourse  and  mutual  aid 
Cheer  what  were  else  a  universal  shade. 
Calls  Nature  from  her  ivy-mantled  den, 
And  softens  human  rock-work  into  men." 

Mrs.  McNeish  still  carries  on  the  business  in 
company  with  her  daughter.  >Sho  has  a  pleasant 
home  in  Roberts  and  is  one  of  its  most  estimalilc 
ladies,  being  held  in  high  regard  b^-  all  who  know 
her. 


:\I.  THOMPSON,  a    prominent    merchant 
of  Piper  City,  deals  in  dry  goods,  grocer- 
(/   il'    ies,  boots  and  shoes,  and   has  one  of  the 
y=^  neatest  and  best-appointed   stores  of  the 

place.  He  was  born  in  .Iuui;ita  County,  Pa.,  and  is 
a  son  of  R.  N.  and  Kebecca  (Tliompson)  Tiiomp- 
sou,  the  former  born  in  Juniata  County,  and  the 
latter  in  Chillicotlie.  Ohio.  The  Thompson  family 
was  founded  in  America  l>y  a  native  of  Scotland, 
in  the  earh'  part  of  the  seventeenth  centurv.  The 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject  served  in  the  Re- 
volutionary War.  R.  N.  Thompson  was  a  farmer, 
and,  in  1851,  emigrated  to  Illinois,  locating  in 
Warren  County.  He  came  to  Piper  City  in  1866, 
and  engaged  in  farming  in  this  locality  until  his 
death.  He  enlisted  in  the  Eight3--third  Illinois  In- 
fantry for  the  late  war,  but  was  discharged  on  ac- 
count of  disabilit}-.  In  connection  with  Mr.  Lewis, 
he  served  as  land-agent  for  the  Illinois  Central 
Railroad.  In  politics,  he  was  a  Whig,  and  was 
among  the  first  to  espouse  the  cause  of  the  Repub- 
lican party.  He  held  membershi[)  with  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church.  His  wife  is  still  living,  and 
makes  her  home  in  Colorado  with  her  son. 

Unto  this  worthy-  couple  were  born  the  following 
children:  A.  M.,  of  this  sketch;  Mary  E.,  who  died 
in  Piper  City;  Rebecca  J.,  wife  of  J.  J.  Greenlee,  of 


Kansas;  Mrs.  Sarah  I.  Williamson,  also  living  in 
Kansas;  Thomas  S.,  who  served  for  a  short  time  in 
the  Seventy-seventh  Illinois  Regiment  during  the 
late  war;  Mrs.  Florence  A.  Sliotwell.  who  makes 
her  home  in  Kansas;  Julia  A.,  who  went  with  her 
mother  to  Colorado  for  her  health;  David  S.,  who 
is  engaged  in  business  in  Greeley,  Col.;  and  Ida, 
a  teacher  of  Kansas. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  our 
subject,  who  spent  his  boyhood  days  in  Warren 
County,  111.,  and  acquired  a  good  educaticm  in  the 
public  schools  and  at  Monmouth  College.  In  1861, 
at  the  age  of  eighteen,  he  left  school  to  enlist  in 
his  country's  service  as  a  member  of  Company  I, 
Fiftieth  Illinois  Infantry.  The  regiment  assembled 
at  Quincy,  and  was  sent  into  Mi-ssouri.  The  first 
engagement  in  which  Mr.  Thompson  participated 
was  at  Ft.  Henry.  This  was  followed  b.\-  the 
battles  of  Ft.  Donelsou,  Pittsburg  Landing, 
Corinth,  Chattanooga,  Rome,  Resaca,  and  Altoona 
Pass.  He  saw  the  signals  which  Gen.  Sherman 
made  to  "Hold  the  Fort,"  and  with  him  made  the 
celebrated  march  to  the  sea.  The  last  engage- 
ment in  which  he  took  i)art  was  the  battle  of  Ben- 
tonville,  N.  C.  He  then  marched  through  Peters- 
burg and  Richmond  to  Washington,  where  he 
participated  in  the  Grand  Review.  His  term  of 
service  having  expired,  he  then  re-enlisted  and 
served  for  four  years  as  Corporal  and  Sergeant. 
He  was  honorably  discharged  in  Springfield,  in 
1865. 

Immediately  upon  the  close  of  the  war,  IMr. 
Thompson  returned  home,  and,  in  1866,  came  to 
Ford  County-,  where  he  embarked  in  farming  in 
Brenton  Township,  one  mile  south  of  Pii)er  Cily. 
He  secured  an  unimproved  tract  of  land  and  en- 
gaged in  its  cultivation  until  18G1>,  when  he  began 
business  with  his  brother-in-law,  Jasper  J.  Greenlee, 
in  a  restaurant.  A  few  years  later,  he  bought  out 
his  partner's  interest,  and  continued  alone.  For 
the  past  ten  years  he  has  been  ])roprietor  of  a  dry- 
goods  and  grocery  store.  In  the  meantime,  he  has 
spent  three  years  in  Dakota,  but  the  business  was 
carried  on  b^'  his  brother.  In  Dakota,  he  took  ui) 
a  Governn  ent  claim  in  the  Red  River  Valley,  which 
he  still  holds.  He  began  business  with  the  small 
capital   which   he  had  saved  in  the  army  and  has 
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stendily  worked  his  way  upward  until  lie  is  now  a 
jirosperous  merchant  doing  a  thriving  business. 

\n  1876,  Mr.  Tlioini)S(ui  niarriod  Miss  Lizzie 
.lolmsou,  tlieir  union  being  eelelirated  in  IJlooni- 
ington,  Ind.,  her  native  city.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
David  and  Mary  Johnson.  Her  fatlier  is  now  de- 
ceased, but  her  mother  is  still  living.  Our  sul)ject 
and  his  wife  are  both  members  of  tlie  I'nited  Pres- 
byterian Cliureli.witli  wiiiel)  he  has  been  connected 
since  its  organization,  and  has  held  the  ollice  of 
Trustee.  He  cast  his  first  Presiden  tial  vote  for  U.  S. 
Grant  in  1868,  and  was  a  Republican  until  1884, 
since  which  time  he  has  exercised  liis  right  of 
franchise  in  support  of  the  Prohibition  party.  He 
is  as  read.\'  to  sujiport  all  causes  of  reform  as  he 
was  in  the  days  of  the  Rebellion.  He  made  a  good 
record  as  a  soldier,  which  is  equalled  liy  his  record 
as  a  citizen  and  business  man. 


•iDGAR  NORBIAN  STEVENS,  the  efficient 
.  -  and  i)opular  Postmaster  of  Paxton  since 
;*'-  -^  January  18,  1890,  is  a  son  and  partner  of 
Hon.  N.  E.  Stevens,  publisher,  editor  and  propri- 
etor of  tlie  Paxton  Record,  the  leading  Republican 
paper  of  Ford  County.  (See  the  sketch  of  Hon. 
N.  E.  Stevens,  elsewhere  in  this  work.) 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  claims  Minnesota  as 
the  State  of  his  nativity,  having  been  born  in 
Wabasha  County,  on  the  25th  of  July,  1858.  His 
mother's  maiden  name  was  Adah  Hulda  Clark. 
Edgar  N.  received  his  rudimentary  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Paxton,  during  the  years  1866 
to  1874,  inclusive.  From  that  time,  he  was  a  student 
of  the  Paxton  High  School  and  graduated  with  hon- 
ors, after  a  three-years'  course,  in  the  Class  of  '77, 
being  elected  valedictorian  of  his  class.  This  was 
the  lirst  class  to  graduate  from  the  High  School,  the 
Principal  at  that  time  being  Prof.  T.  L.  F^vans,  and 
the  Trustees,  Col.  Charles  Bogardus,  George  W. 
Cruzeu  and  W.  B.  Travis.  On  leaving  the  High 
School,  Mr.  Stevens  entered  Knox  Academy, 
where  he  remained  to  complete  the  classical  fresh- 
man year  of  Knox  College,  in  the  spring  of  1879, 


after  which  he  took  one  term  at  the  Hlinois  State 
University  at  Champaign,  when  he  was  foi'ced  by 
failing  health  to  discontinue  his  studies. 

Blr.  Stevens  then  eutered  his  father's  employ 
in  the  office  of  the  Paxton  Rcvoni,  having  previ- 
ously served  his  apprenticeship  while  attending 
school,  aud,  after  a  year  and  three  months'  service, 
was  admitted  to  partnership  in  the  business,  on 
the  30th  of  March,  1881.  He  still  maintains  his 
connection  with  the  paper.  While  in  the  lieconl 
office,  Mr.  Stevens  edited  the  exchange  column, 
was  local  editor  several  jears  and  obtained  a  fair 
knowledge  of  journalistic  work.  At  tlie  same  time, 
he  waited  on  customers,  read  proofs,  kept  the  office 
books,  made  contracts  and,  in  the  absence  of  the 
senior  partner,  had  the  management  of  the  ollice. 
Soon  after  becoming  a  partner,  he  joined  the  Illi- 
nois State  Press  Association,  of  which  body  he  is 
yet  a  member.  During  the  session  of  the  Thirty- 
fifth  General  Assembly,  Mr.  Stevens  was  chosen 
Clerk  of  the  House  Committees  of  Public  Charities 
and  Libraries,  by  recommendation  of  Representa- 
tive Charles  Bogardus.  He  was  elected  Clerk  of 
the  Senate  Committee  on  Judiciaiy,  of  which  Sen- 
ator Hadley  was  Chairman,  and  of  Agriculture, 
Horticulture  and  Farm  Drainage,  Senator  Charles 
Bogardus,  Chairman,  during  the  Thirty-sixth  Gen- 
eral Assembly. 

Since  his  appointment  as  Postmaster,  Mr.  Stev- 
ens has  refitted  and  remodeled  the  post-office  fix- 
tures and  facilities  and  has  furnished  a  good  bur- 
glar-proof safe,  the  whole  improvements  costing 
about  ^850.  The  business  of  the  office  has  steadily 
increased  since  the  present  incumbent  took  posses- 
sion. The  business  for  the  fiscal  year  of  1889,  ex- 
clusive of  the  mone3'  order  department,  was  $4,188; 
for  1890,  it  was  84,536  and  for  1891,  85,404,  the 
increase  the  first  year  being  $347  and  the  second 
year,  $868.  During  the  fall  of  1891,  Mr.  Stevens 
inspected  the  various  post-offices  in  the  county, 
by  virtue  of  his  position  as  Postmaster  at  the 
county  seat. 

Our  subject  has  been  a  member  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church  since  fourteen  years  of  age,  was 
for  a  short  time  a  member  of  the  First  Church  of 
Christ  in  Galesburg,  and  has  been  actively  identi- 
fied witii  church  and  Sundav-schoul  work.     He  is 
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the  present  Secretary  of  the  Ford  County  Chris- 
tian Endeavor  Union  and  was  substitute  Delegate 
to  tlie  International  Christian  Endeavor  Conven- 
tion in  IMinjieapoIis  in  tlie  summer  of  1891.  Mr. 
Stevens  is  a  member  of  Paxtou  Lodge  No.  41G, 
A.  F.  &.  A.  M.,  of  wliichhe  has  served  as  Secretary 
for  two  terms.  He  is  a  charter  meml)er  of  Paxton 
Camp  No.  259,  M.  W.  A.,  and  lias  held  the  office 
of  Clerk  in  that  order  two  terms. 

Since  the  fall  of  1865,  Mr.  Stevens  has  been  a 
resident  of  Paxton  and  enjoj's  an  extended  ac- 
quaintance in  that  city  and  the  county  at  large. 
His  course  at  school  and  college  was  distinguished 
b^'  studious  habits,  success  in  examination  and 
general  good  scholarship.  He  is  a  fine  penman,  and 
a  methodical,  exact  and  neat  book-keeper.  His 
books  at  the  post-office  arc  fine  specimens  of  cor- 
rect, plain  and  tasty  book-keeping,  and  his  admin- 
istration of  the  oHice  has  been  most  satisfactory  to 
tlie  postal  authorities  and  the  patrons  of  the  office. 
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\tiAUES  WARREN,  who  is  now  living  a  re- 
tired life  in  Piper  City,  successfully  engaged 
in  farming  for  a  number  of  years  in  this 
county.  He  is  one  of  the  worthy  citizens 
that  England  h.as  furnished  to  this  community.  He 
was  born  in  the  village  of  Munden,  Norfolk,  on  the 
7th  of  March,  1829,  and  was  one  of  a  family  of 
seven  children.  His  parents  were  also  natives  of 
that  community  and  were  members  of  the  English 
Church.  His  father,  Richard  Warren,  who  followed 
farming  for  a  livelihood,  died  April  1,  1889,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-four  j'ears.  Of  the  family,  Samuel 
and  Annie  are  now  deceased;  James  is  the  next 
younger;  Harriet  and  George  are  also  deceased; 
and  Eliza  is  living  in  England. 

No  event  of  sjiecial  importance  occurred  during 
the  boyhood  of  our  subject.  He  had  no  special 
privileges;  indeed,  his  educational  advantages  were 
very  limited.  He  worked  upon  the  farm  until 
about  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  then  enlisted  in 
the  Royal  Artillery  service  of  his  native  land  as  a 
private.  The  troops  were  first  stationed  at  Wool- 
wich,  England,    where    they    remained    eighteen 


months,  and  the  next  three  years  were  passed  in 
Birmingham.  Another  3'ear  was  then  siient  in 
Woolwich,  after  which  they  were  at  Gibraltar  for 
five  years.  Returning  then  to  Woolwich,  Mr. 
Warren  joined  the  Royal  Horse  Artillery,  and 
went  to  the  Crimea  in  the  spring  of  1854.  The 
first  battle  in  which  he  iiarticipated  was  at  Alma, 
and  he  witnessed  the  famous  charge  of  the  Light 
Brigade  at  Balaklava,  made  immortal  by  Tenni- 
son's  poem.  He  next  participated  in  the  battle  of 
Inkerman  and  the  siege  of  Sebastopol,  where  he 
served  as  a  gunner.  His  batteiy  lost  fifty  men, and 
our  subject  had  his  coat-sleeve  shot  away  by  a  ritle 
ball.  At  the  close  of  the  Crimeafi  War,  he  re- 
turned to  England,  and  then  went  to  Gibraltar, 
where  he  remained  for  three  3'cars.  He  was  for 
thirteen  years  in  the  service,  and  received  his  dis- 
charge in  July,  1858.  By  the  Governor  of  Gib- 
raltar he  was  presented  with  a  silver  medal  in  com- 
memoration of  his  services,  and  this  memento  is 
by  him  highly  cherished. 

The  year  1858  also  witnessed  the  emigration  of 
Mr.  Warren  to  the  United  States.  He  sailed  from 
Gibraltar,  and  a  month  later  reached  New  York. 
He  then  went  to  Pliiladel[)hia,  where  he  remained 
two  years,  emplo}'ed  in  marble  works  of  that  city. 
He  went  to  Ohio  in  1860,  and,  after  two  years  spent 
in  farming  in  the  Buckeye  State,  came  b3'  team  to 
Ford  County,  and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  wild 
land  in  Brenton  Township,  upon  which  not  a  fur- 
row had  been  turned  or  an  improvement  made. 

On  the  8th  of  Januaiy,  1849,  in  his  native  land, 
Mr.  Warren  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Elizabeth  Snook,  who  was  born  in  Slietlicld,  Eng- 
land, and  is  a  daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth 
Snook.  She  was  with  him  all  through  his  army 
life  after  their  marriage.  They  have  no  children 
of  their  own,  but  have  reared  an  adopted  son.  His 
name  was  Albert  Finley,  but  he  now  bears  the 
name  of  .John  Albert  Warren.  He  was  a  soldier's 
orphan,  and,  at  the  age  of  four,  came  to  live  with 
our  subject  and  his  wife.  Upon  the  farm  he  was 
reared  to  manhood,  and  acfiiiired  his  education  in 
the  public  schools.  He  is  now  engaged  in  black- 
smithing  in  Chicago.  He  married  Delia  Munson, 
whose  father  is  a  farmer  of  Brenton  Township,  and 
they  have  two  little  daughters. 
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For  !i  number  of  years,  Mr.  Warren  gave  his  en- 
tire time  and  attention  to  the  development  of  liis 
land  and  transformed  it  into  a  rieli  and  fertile 
farm,  whicli  \iehled  liim  a  golden  tribute  for  the 
care  and  laboi'  he  bestowed  upon  it.  He  came 
here  with  only  $50  and  his  team  and  wagon,  but 
now  has  a  handsome  competence,  and  owes  no  man 
a  cent.  Since  1881,  he  has  resided  in  Piper  City, 
where  he  has  a  comfortable  home,  the  hos|iitable 
doors  of  which  are  ever  open  for  the  reception  of 
the  man}'  friends  of  INIr.  and  Mrs.  AVarren.  In 
politics,  be  has  been  a  Republican  since  he  cast  his 
first  Presidential  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln,  and 
has  frequently  served  as  delegate  to  the  conven- 
tions of  his  party.  .Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternitj',  and  himself  and  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  has  taken  an 
active  interest  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  welfare 
and  upbuilding  of  the  community  and  in  all  pos- 
sible ways  has  aided  in  the  advancement  of  the 
county's  interests. 


^= 


ROF.  KOSCH':  CLIN'EBELL  makes  his 
home  in  Melvin.  .1.  (r.  Holland  truthfully 
says  that  the  teacher's  profession  is  one  of 
the  most  ennobling.  In  presenting  the 
life  records  of  those  who  have  been  conspicuous  in 
the  educational  circles  of  Little  Ford,  that  of  Kos- 
cie  Clinebell  should  not  be  omitted,  for  he  is  well 
and  favorably  known  as  one  of  Ford  County's 
most  successful  teachers,  having  followed  that  pro- 
fession in  Fonl  County  from  the  year  1875  until 
1889,  inclusive. 

Mr.  Clinebell  is  a  native  of  West  Virginia.  He 
was  born  in  Monroe  Count}',  May  2^,  '""j,.»uuis 
the  eldest  of  a  famih'  of  three  children,  born  unto 
John  and  Minerva  C.  (Alford)  Clinebell, natives  of 
Virginia.  His  brother,  Be  Witt  Clinton,  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Bloomington,  111.,  living  with  his  mother. 
Me  IS  now  one  of  the  head  salesmen  in  the  firm  of 
Pixley  &  Co.,  the  largest  clothing  firm  in  the  cit}' 
of  Bloomington.  He  w.is  educated  in  Llie  com- 
mon schools  of  McLean  County,  and  the  graded 
schools  of  Noimal,  111.  He  is  a  sterling  young  man 
11 


of  business  tact  and  ability.  He  belongs  to  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  of  Bloomington,  and  is  a  stanch 
Democrat  in  jjolitics.  The  only  daughter  in  the 
Clinebell  family,  Laura  Josephine,  was  educated  in 
the  common  schools  for  a  teacher,  and  resides  in 
Danvers  Township,  McLean  County. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  one  of  the  men 
wiio  died  in  the  service  of  the  South  during  the 
great  Rebellion.  The  mother  is  still  living  at  the 
age  of  fifty-seven  years.  She  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  Virginia,  having  been  a  student  in  Staun- 
ton Seminary,  of  Staunton,  Va. 

The  first  eight  years  of  Mr.  Clinebell 's  life  were 
spent  in  the  State  of  his  nativity.  While  a  small 
boy,  he  was  stricken  with  t3'phoid  fever  and  white 
swidling,  which  cripjjled  him  for  life,  but  the  All- 
Wise  Being  gave  him  a  fertile  brain  and  an  in- 
domitable will-power,  which  has  made  him  the 
successful  man  he  is  to-da}'.  His  education  was 
commenced  in  the  typical  log  school-house  so  fa- 
miliar to  man}'  of  the  Southerners.  It  was  a  sub- 
scription school,  for  the  free-school  system  was  not 
then  known  in  the  South.  During  the  war,  the 
family  lost  all  of  their  property  as  well  as  the  fa- 
ther. The  mother  and  grandmother,  with  the  three 
little  children,  came  to  Illinois  in  1806,  and  resided 
for  a  year  in  Fairbury,  where  our  subject  had  a 
chance  of  attending  the  first  graded  free  school  he 
ever  saw.  Thence  they  removed  to  Sac  City,  Iowa, 
and  after  two  years  returned  to  McLean  Connty, 
111.,  where  they  were  almost  penniless.  The  chil- 
dren were  scattered  among  entire  strangers,  and 
our  subject  found  in  William  Paul,  of  Stanford, 
111.,  a  true  friend.  He  made  his  home  at  the  house 
of  that  gentleman  for  about  two  years,  and  at- 
tended the  district  schools.  He  then  obtained  a 
second-grade  ci  il.  ^  ,,i.d  secured  a  summer 
school  in  Mackinaw  Township,  Tazewell  County, 
at  125  per  month,  the  first  money  he  ever  earned. 
He  made  a  success  of  his  lirst  school,  and  was  re- 
engaged for  tlie  fall  and  winter  terms  at  133.33^ 
per  month. 

Mr.  Clinebell  saved  his  money,  and  the  spring 
of  1872  found  him  in  Normal,  111.,  where  he  rented 
a  little  house,  and  his  mother,  brother  and  himself 
went  to  house-keeping,  and  Koscie  entered  the 
State  Normal  University.     His  resources  afterward 
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gave  out,  and  he  was  compelled  to  quit  school  and 
go  to  teaching.  He  then  attended  school  and  en- 
gaged in  teaching  alternately  until  1875,  when  he 
came  to  Ford  County,  where  he  engaged  as  a 
teacher  near  Melvin.  After  two  years'  successful 
teaching,  lie  assumed  the  Principalship  of  the  Mel- 
vin public  schools,  and  retained  that  [wsilion  until 
1881.  During  his  career  as  teacher  in  Melvin,  his 
school  took  fourteen  premiums,  and  the  sweep- 
stake premium  in  the, County  Educational  Exhil)it 
at  the  Ford  County  Fair. 

On  August  16,  1881,  Mr.  Clinebell  celebrated  his 
marriage  with  Miss  Ida  Mae  Blarsli,  a  native  of  La- 
couia,  Harrison  County,  Ind.,  born  August  16, 
1862,  and  a  daughter  of  -lesse  P.  and  iMargaret 
(Fowler)  Marsh,  natives  of  Indiana.  The  lady  was 
educated  in  the  graded  schools,  and  is  well  read. 
She  has  decided  skill  and  talent  in  painting  and 
artistic  needle- work.  !She  has  been  one  of  Ford 
County's  brightest  primary  teachers,  and  was  her 
husband's  assistant  for  four  years  in  the  Sibley  ])ub- 
lic  schools.  By  their  union  were  born  two  chil- 
dren, both  daughters.  The  eldest  is  Edith  Maud, 
a  bright,  winning  little  miss  of  nine  summers,  who 
is  now  a  pupil  in  the  Melvin  schools.  She  has  pro- 
nounced talent  in  music,  and  is  bright  in  her  schol- 
astic work.  Ethel  Inez  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
months  and  twenty-two  days. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clinebell  assumed  charge  of  the 
Sibley  public  schools  September  5,  1881,  and  he 
was  for  eight  years  Principal  of  this  excellent 
school,  under  the  etticient  Board  of  Directors,  con- 
sisting of  W.  A.  Bicket,  Eli  Harvey  and  Swen  An- 
derson. On  the  4th  of  December,  1882,  the  beau- 
tiful and  imjiosing  Sibley  school  building,  erected 
at  a  cost  of  %4,500,  was  dedicated  by  Dr.  E.  C. 
Hewitt,  President  of  the  State  Normal  University, 
of  Normal,  111.  In  this  school  is  where  Mr.  Cline- 
bell made  his  mark  as  a  teacher  and  manager  of 
schools.  While  Principal  of  these  schools,  he  es- 
tablished a  system  of  practical  business  education, 
which  was  a  factor  of  great  importance  to  the  pu- 
pils as  well  as  the  parents.  His  school  competed 
six  years  out  of  the  eight  in  the  State  Educational 
Exhibit  at  the  Illinois  State  Fair,  and  the  school 
was  awarded  second  sweep-stakes  of  the  State  Fair 
Educational    Exhibit,    besides    852    as     premium 


money,  fourteen  ribbons  and  two  first  diplomas  of 
the  State  Exhibit.  Between  1886  and  1881),  with 
the  aid  of  his  teachers,  pupils  and  Mrs.  Hiram  Sib- 
ley, Mr.  Clinebell  founded  a  school  library,  con- 
taining live  hundred  and  seven  volumes  of  the 
choicest  literature.  Hun.  Hiram  Sibley  was  a  par- 
ticular friend  of  Prof.  Clinebell,  and  when  visiting 
in  Great  Britian  and  Europe,  he  secured  a  valuable 
collection  of  engravings  of  historical  scenes,  which 
he  presented  framed  to  the  school.  This  is  said  to 
be  the  finest  collection  of  the  kind  in  Central  Illi- 
nois. Tiirough  Mr.  Sibley's  influence,  Mr.  Lamb, 
of  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  presented  the  school  with  a 
111 25  outfit  in  microscopy. 

After  Mr.  Clineljell  had  decided  to  quit  teach- 
ing, his  friends  advised  him  to  try  for  a  position 
as  Superintendent  of  some  of  the  Governmental 
schools.  This  he  did,  and  his  friends  in  Central  Illi- 
nois, and  the  press  of  Blooinington  and  Ford 
County,  strong!}'  endorsed  him  for  the  position. 
The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  sent  to  United 
States  Senator  S.  M.  Cullom,  and  Congressman  L. 
E.  Payson,from  the  prominent  citizens  of  Paxton: 

To  the  Hon.  S.  M.  Cullom  and  Hon.  L.  E.  Pay- 
son  : 

Gentlemen': — Prof.  Koscie  Clinebell,  of  Sibley, 
Ford  County,  111.,  is  an  applicant  for  the  position 
of  Superintendent  of  a  Governmental  School.  We 
have  peis<jnally  known  Prof.  Clinebell  for  many 
years,  and  know  him  to  be  a  thorough  and  success- 
ful teacher,  a  gentleman  of  high  character  and  in- 
tegrity, a  thorough  Republican,  a  most  desirable 
citizen,  and  (me  in  whom  we  have  entire  confi- 
dence. Mr.  Clinebell  will,  in  the  position  to  which 
he  has  aspired,  do  credit  to  liimself,  his  friends  and 
his  party.  (Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  prominent 
citizens  of  Paxton,  111.) 

To  the  above.  Judge  Walter  Q.  Gresham,  a  friend 
of  the  family,  added  these  words: 

Believing  Prof.  Clinebell  to  be  capable,  honest 
and  deserving,  I  take  pleasure  in  joining  in  the 
above  recommendations.         W.  Q.  Gkesiiam, 

Circuit   Judge  of    the  United    States  Circuit 
Court  of  Northern  Illinois. 

Prof.  Clinebell  also  received  recommendations 
from  W.  O.  Davis,  editor  and  proprietor  of  the 
Bloomington  Pantograph,  of  Bloomington,  111.; 
also  from  Dr.  Richard  p]dwards,  .State  Superinten- 
dent of  public  scliools.  Dr.  Selim  H.  Peabody,  Re- 
gent of    the  University  of  Illinois,  and  a  strong 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPmCAL  RECORD. 


257 


endorsement  from  Gov.  Joseph  W.  Fifer,  beside  a 
letter  from  the  faculty  of  the  (State  Normal  Uni- 
vcrsit}',  and  Prof.  Clinebell's  Board  of  Education 
in  Sibley.  His  appointment  was  duly  recognized, 
and  he  was  tendered  l)y  the  Commissioner  of  In- 
dian Affairs,  Hon.  Jolin  Oberly,  the  Superinten- 
dency  of  the  San  Carlos  schools  in  Arizona,  but  lie 
preferred  to  wait  until  the  next  appointment, 
which  would  include  his  wife,  and  in  the  mean- 
time he  entered  the  biograijliical  Held  with  the 
Goodspced  Building  Comisauy,  and  was  upon  the 
staff  of  its  writers  in  Nebraska,  Kansas,  Iowa, 
Louisiana.  Mississipjii  and  Ohio.  In  the  spring  of~ 
1891,  he  entered  the  lield  with  the  Lake  City  Pult- 
lishing  Company,  by  which  he  is  now  employed. 

Mr.  Ciinebell  is  known  by  his  friends  to  be  an 
indefatigable  worker,  and  is  ever  ready  to  aid  those 
in  distress  and  need  as  far  as  he  is  able.  In  politics, 
lie  is  a  Rejiubliean,  but  in  local  affairs  aims  to  cast 
his  vote  for  the  man,  ratiier  than  the  party.  He 
is  an  honored  member  of  Lodge  No.  1711,  K.  of  1'., 
of  Melvin,  and  also  a  member  of  Cam[)  No.  1,512, 
M.  W.  A.,  of  Buckingham,  111.  Himself  and  wife 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Churcli, 
and  for  many  years  have  been  connected  witli  tlie 
Sunday-scliool  interests  of  Ford  Count\'.  Prof. 
Ciinebell  was  Superintendent  of  tlie  Methodist 
Sunda3'-scliool  in  Sibley  for  several  years,  and  was 
a  member  of  the  Illinois  State  Teachers'  Associa- 
tion, the  Central  Illinois  Teachers' Association  and 
the  Teachers'  Association,  of  Ford  Count}-.  Him- 
self and  wife  are  honored  citizens  of  INIelvin,  where 
they  have  a  neat  and  pretty  home,  and  this  sketch 
of  these  worthy  people  will  be  read  by  many  who 
know  them  well  and  favorably.  Their  portraits 
appear  elsewhere  in  tliis  volume. 


^S^  NOCH  S.  HUNT,  the  original  owner  of  tlie 
\V^  town  site  of  Melvin,  and  one  of  the  most 
/I — ^/  successful  farmers  of  Ford  County,  claims 
Illinois  as  the  State  of  his  nativity,  his  birth  hav- 
ing occurred  in  Marshall  County,  on  the  15tli  of 
October,  1833.  He  is  a  son  of  Cornelius  and  Ann 
(Sidle)  Hunt,  who  were  pioneer  settlers  of  his  na- 


tive county,  and  a  sketch  of  this  worthy  coui)le  is 
given  on  another  page  of  this  work.  Our  subject 
was  reared  to  manhood  upon  a  farm,  and  enjoyed 
but  limited  educational  advantages,  as  schools  were 
not  only  few  but  poor  in  Marshall  Count}^  in  his 
3'outh,  and  his  services  were  required  on  the  farm 
in  assisting  his  father.  When  fourteen  years  of 
age  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  La  Salle 
County,  where  he  made  his  home  until  coming  to 
Ford  County. 

On  the  21st  of  Oecember,  1851,  in  Lacon,  111., 
Mr.  Hunt  was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Marj' 
GrilHn,  who  was  born  and  reared  iu  JMarshall 
County,  and  is  a  daughter  of  David  and  Ruth 
Griltin,  who  were  pioneers  of  that  county  of  1830, 
having  come  there  from  Pennsylvania.  Unto 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hunt  have  been  born  three  children 
who  are  yet  living  and  they  lost  one.  Esther,  the 
eldest,  is  the  wife  of  C.  B.  Ellis,  a  resident  of  In- 
deiiendence,  Iowa;  Jessie  is  the  widow  of  S.  A. 
Bookwater  and  resides  in  Melvin;  Mary  is  the  wife 
of  W.  P.  Sreve,  a  farmer  of  Peach  Orchard,  and 
William  Wallace  died  in  1862,  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen months. 

Mr.  Hunt  was  successfully  engaged  in  farming 
in  La  Salle  County  until  1867,  when  he  removed 
to  Peach  Orchard  Township,  Ford  County,  and 
inirchased  a  large  farm,  one  half  section  of  which 
is  the  site  of  the  present  village  of  Melvin.  He 
made  the  original  plat  of  that  village  and  subse- 
(lueutly  platted  two  additions  to  the  town.  His  farm 
house  was  situated  near  the  northwest  corner  of 
the  village  plat  and  one  hundred  rods  from  the 
post-oHice.  There  he  made  his  home  until  181)0, 
when  he  purchased  and  removed  to  his  present 
fine  residence  to  the  southeast  of  the  depot.  He 
still  has  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  his  orig- 
inal farm  which  he  leases,  besides  fourteen  lots  in 
the  village  of  Melvin,  and  his  wife  owns  a  farm  of 
two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  so  their  aggregate 
possessions  amount  to  six  hundred  acres,  all  in 
Peach  Orchard  Township. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Hunt  is  an  out-and-out  Reimbli- 
can,  a  stalwart  supporter  of  that  part}' 's  principles, 
and  has  served  as  Assessor  and  Road  Commissioner 
for  Peach  Orchard  Township,  and  held  the  office  of 
Collector  for  many  years  in  La  Salle  County.     His 
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wife  and  daughters  are  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Churcli.  For  a  (juarter  of  a  century,  Mr. 
Hunt  has  been  a  resident  of  Ford  County,  and  of 
Peacli  Orchard  Townsliip;  in  fact,  he  was  on  the 
ground  when  the  township  was  set  off  and  organ- 
ized and  is  properly  the  founder  of  the  village  of 
Melvin.  His  life  has  been  a  busy  and  useful  one, 
and  by  untiring  industry,  the  exercise  of  good 
judgment  and  by  strict  integrity  has  succeeded 
in  acquiring  a  valuable  pro|)eity.  His  success  is 
certainly  well  deserved.  He  has  recently  retired 
from  active  farming  and  is  living  comfortably 
with  his  family  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  well-earned 
competence  and  the  kind  regard  of  his  old  neigh- 
bors and  friends. 


-^^ 


"^^  BRAM  L.  PHILLIPS,  a  prominent  member 
^/  |l  ^^  *''^  Ford  County  liar,  and  a  resident  of 
Gibson  City  since  1884,  was  born  in  Put- 
nam County,  111.,  July  2,  1862,  and  is  a 
son  of  George  and  Martha  A.  (Light)  Phillips. 
His  father  was  born  in  England  in  1820,  and  came 
to  America  when  thirty  years  of  age.  At  first,  he 
made  his  home  near  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  where  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Martha  A.  Light,  a  native  of  that  State. 
In  1857,  he  came  with  his  family  to  Illinois,  set- 
tling in  Putnam  County,  where  he  built  the  first 
steam  sawmill  erected  in  that  county.  He  engaged  in 
milling  until  his  removal  to  Ford  County  in  1867. 
He  was  one  of  the  first  Justices  of  the  Peace  of 
Peach  Orchard  Township,  which  office  he  held  un- 
til the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  the  fall 
of  1874,  his  wife,  the  mother  of  Abram  L..  dying 
about  two  years  previous.  They  were  highly  re- 
spected citizens  and  made  many  fi lends  in  the 
community  where  they  made  their  home. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  attended  the  district 
schools  of  his  native  county  in  childhood,  there 
receiving  his  primary  education.  This  was  supple- 
mented by  a  course  in  the  Wesleyan  University'  of 
Bloomington,  111.  He  began  the  study  of  law  un- 
der Gen.  Bloomfield  and  was  graduated  from  the 
Bloomington  Law  School  in  the  Class  of  '84.  On 
taking  his   degree,  he  at   once    entered  upon  the 


practice  of  his  profession  at  Gibson  City,  and  has 
succeeded  in  building  up  a  prosperous  business. 
He  is  now  one  of  the  able  lawyers  and  prominent 
citizens  of  Ford  County. 

On  the  17th  of  November,  1885,  Mr.  Phillips 
was  united  in  marriage  in  Vermilion  County,  111., 
to  Miss  Zadie  Stevely.  The  lady  is  a  daughter  of 
George  and  Hannah  Stevely,  and  is  a  native  of 
Illinois,  born  in  Vermilion  County.  Unto  our 
subject  and  his  wife  has  l)een  born  one  child,  a  son, 
"W'endelLborn  in  Gibson  City  on  the  3d  of  October, 
1891. 

In  political  sentiment,  Mr.  Phillips  is  a  Repub- 
lican, being  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  principles  of 
that  party.  He  served  one  term  as  City  Attorney 
of  Gibson  to  the  credit  of  himself  and  to  the  sat- 
isfaction of  his  constituents.  Socially,  he  holds 
membership  with  Gibson  Lodge  No.  733,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.;  is  a  member  of  Hesperon  Lodge  No.  123, 
K.  of  P.,  and  also  belongs  to  the  Modern  Wood- 
men of  America,  being  a  member  of  Gibson  Camp 
No.  235.  Mr.  Phillips  and  his  wife  stand  high  in 
social  circles  and  receive  the  respect  and  esteem  of 
their^nany  friends  and  acquaintances.  In  April, 
1892,  Mr.  Phillips  was  nominated  by  the  Repub- 
lican party  for  the  position  of  States  Attorne3', 
and  the  strength  of  his  party,  as  well  as  his  per- 
sonal popularit}',  assures  his  election  in  November. 


^T^ENJAMIN  II.  McCLURE,  familiarly  known 
l^^,  as '-Uncle  Ben,"  is  one  of  the  well-known 
pioneers  of  Illinois  of  1824.  He  is  a  na- 
tive of  Indiana,  born  in  Posey  County, 
June  8,  1818,  and  his  parents  were  Thomas  and 
Susan  (Hines)  McClure.  The  father  was  a  native 
of  Rockingham  County,  Va.,  born  on  the  15th  of 
Jul}-,  1765,  and  the  mother  was  born  in  Kentucky, 
December  23,  1774.  Thomas  McClure  went  to 
Kentucky  in  1782,  in  the  pioneer  days  of  that 
region,  when  the  Indians  were  far  more  numerous 
than  the  white  settlers  and  still  had  most  of  the 
land  in  their  possession.  In  that  State  he  was 
married,  and  moved  to  Indiana  in  1815,  but  in 
1824,  still  seeking  the   frontier  of  civilization,  he 
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came  to  Central  Illinois  and  laid  a  claim  eight 
miles  east  of  Springfield.  Three  j'ears  later,  he 
removed  to  ^IcLean  County,  where  his  death  oc- 
curred .T.anuary  3,  1847,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two 
years. 

Our  sulijeet,  Benjamin  H.  McClure,  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  McLean  County  in  1827, 
being  then  nine  years  of  age.  lie  was  reared  to 
manhood  on  his  father's  farm,  receiving  little  or 
no  educational  advantages,  on  account  of  the  new- 
ness of  the  settlements.  One  of  the  important 
events  in  his  life  was  his  marriage,  (Jctober  13, 
1835,  in  McLean  County,  at  Stout's  Grove, 
with  Miss  Frances  Killiam,  a  daughter  of  .Tohn 
and  Sarah  (Shackelford)  Killiam.  Mrs.  INIcCiure 
was  born  in  Casey  Count3',  Ivy.,  May  1,  1811,  and 
in  1824  came  with  her  parents  to  Illinois. 

Mr.  McClure  and  his  estimable  wife  have  be- 
come the  parents  of  nine  children:  John  T.  mar- 
ried Jane  Deal  and  makes  his  home  in  Drummer 
Township,  Ford  County;  William  F.,  a  resident  of 
Pearl  County,  Miss.,  wedded  Augusta  McClure; 
Sarali  J.  died  in  childhood,  at  the  age  of  eight 
J'ears;  Susan  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  IMilton  Bai- 
ley, of  Gibson  City;  Jlary  Ellen  died  when  eight 
years  old;  James  Marion  was  united  in  inarri.age 
with  Josephine  Hall  and  resides  in  Plaquemine, 
La.;  Harriet  Newell  is  the  wife  of  the  Hon.  John 
H.  Collier,  of  Gibson  City,  of  wliom  see  a  sketch 
elsewhere  in  this  work;  Frances  P.  died  at  the 
age  of  four  years;  and  one  child  died   in  infancy. 

Mr.  McClure  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits in  McLean  County  until  1868,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Ford  County,  settling  in  Drummer 
Township,  some  four  miles  northwest  of  (iibson 
City,  where  he  made  his  home  until  1876,  when 
he  went  to  Gibson  without  disposing  of  his  land. 
The  farm  contains  one  hundred  and  flfty-six  acres 
of  good  arable  land  and  is  still  the  property  of 
our  subject. 

In  early  life,  Mr.  McClure  was  an  old-line  Whig 
and  cast  his  first  vote  for  William  Henry  Harri- 
son for  President  in  1840.  He  joined  the  Repub- 
lican party  on  its  organization,  and  still  supports 
it  with  his  ballot.  He  has  held  a  number  of  town- 
ship ollices,  among  which  are  those  of  Supervisor 
and  Road  Commissioner.     He   was  reared    under 


the  auspices  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  united  with  that  denomination  in 
1845.  His  wife  joined  at  the  same  time,  and  they 
ha.ve  now  for  nearly  fifty  years  been  devoted 
members  of  that  church  and  acjive  workers  in 
their  Master's  vineyard.  Mr.  McClure  has  been  a 
Deacon  since  1847,  and  was  made  an  I^lder  in 
1869,  wlien  he  helped  to  organize  the  church  in 
Ford  County.  He  is  one  of  the  worthy  pioneers 
of  Illinois  and  early  settlers  of  this  county,  and 
tills  work  would  be  incomplete  without  his  his- 
tory. He  has  led  a  busy  and  useful  life,  and  is 
highly'  esteemed  for  his  sterling  worth  and  in- 
tegrity. 


\lp-,7?RANK  E.  SHARP,  proprietor  of  a  livery, 
|-?^  feed  and  sale  stable  in  Gibson  Cit}",  first 
IL,  "  opened  his  ej^es  to  the  light  of  day  in 
Geauga  County,  Ohio,  on  the  20th  of  November, 
1857,  and  is  a  son  of  George  and  Sarah  (Austin) 
Shari).  His  parents  were  born  in  the  State  of 
New  York.  About  1858,  the  family  removed  to 
Rock  County,  Wis.,  and  the  following  year  came 
to  Ford  County,  111.,  spent  a  j'ear  and  returned  to 
Rock  County,  where  they  made  their  home  till 
1864,  when  they  again  came  to  Ford  Count}'. 
They  settled  in  AVall  Township,  but  returned  to 
Wisconsin,  locating  in  Walworth  County  in  1890. 
Our  subject  accompanied  his  parents  from  Ohio 
to  Wisconsin,  and  from  there  to  this  countj%  ar- 
riving in  1864.  He  received  his  educational 
training  in  the  common  schools  and  was  reared  to 
manhood  under  the  parental  roof.  In  1877,  he 
engaged  in  farming  on  his  own  account  in  Wall 
Township,  and  continued  there  until  1882,  when 
he  removed  to  Elliott.  Tiiere  he  learned  the 
harness-maker's  trade  and  was  engaged  in  that 
vocation  for  three  years.  He  then  bought  a  farm, 
which  he  operated  one  year,  and  then  came  to 
Gibson  City,  buying  into  the  livery  business, 
which  he  continued  for  only  a  few  months,  when 
he  engaged  in  harness-making,  which  he  carried 
on  until  he  established  his  present  business  in 
March,  1892.     In  addition  to  his   lively  stable,  he 
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also  owns  and  operates  a  dray  line,  which  he  is 
carrying  on  very  successfully,  doing  a  good  busi- 
ness. 

Mr.  Sharp  led  to  the  marriage  altar,  on  the  30th 
of  June,  1887,  ip  Elliott,  Miss  Lou  Miller.  Mrs. 
Sli.arp  is  a  native  of  Illinois  and  is  a  daughter  of 
•Tames  Miller.  She  is  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church  and  by  her  union  with  our  sub- 
ject has  become  the  mother  of  one  child,  Sliirle^', 
aged  four  years. 

In  political  sentiment,  Mr.  Sharp  is  a  stalwart 
supporter  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  takes  an 
active  interest  in  its  advancement.  He  belongs 
to  the  Knights  of  Pythias  fraternity,  holding  mem- 
borsliii)  with  Ilesperon  Lodge  No.  123.  He  and 
his  wife  are  leading  members  of  the  social  circle 
in  which  they  move,  and  are  prominent  citizens 
of  Gibson.  He  is  public-spirited  and  progressive, 
and  is  one  of  the  enteiprising  business  men  of  the 
community. 


"jfjONATHAN  DIXON  WYLIK,  M.  D.,  was 
born  in  Chester  District,  S.  C,  in  1825,  and 
^^  was  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Agnes  AVylie.  His 
^^fJ  parents  were  natives  of  Chester  County, 
S.  C,  and  were  descended  from  old  families  of  the 
Palmetto  State.  The  Doctor's  ancestors  were  orig- 
inally from  Scotland  and  the  first  to  come  to 
America  were  Associate  Reform  Presbyterians,  who 
came  from  Scotland  and  settled  in  South  Carolina. 
Samuel  Wj'lie  was  strongly  opposed  to  slaver^^,  al- 
though reared  in  its  midst  and  served  by  slaves, 
the  property  of  his  father.  When  he  had  attained 
to  man's  estate,  he  made  his  home  in  the  abolition 
State  of  Indiana,  where  he  reared  his  children  to  a 
love  of  freedom  for  all  the  hum.an  family.  Many 
of  the  family  descended  from  the  original  South 
Carolina  stock  have  achieved  a  prominence  in  the 
learned  professions  and  in  statesmanship,  and  espec- 
ially in  the  medical  profession. 

Dr.  Wylie  received  his  literary  education  in  the 
State  University  of  Indiana,  and  was  graduated  in 
18.50  from  the  Ohio  Medical  College  of  Cincinnati." 
He  came  at  once  to  Illinois  and  established  himself 


in  practice  in  Oakland,  Coles  Countv,  then  almost 
a  wilderness.  He  was  married  in  Beaver  Falls,  Pa., 
in  1851,  to  Miss  Agnes  Crawford.  The  lady  is  a 
native  of  Beaver  Falls  and  a  daughter  of  Samuel 
Crawford  of  that  place.  Dr.  AVjlie  and  his  wife 
reared  three  sons:  Samuel  M.,  the  eldest,  is  a  prac- 
ticing physician  of  Paxton  .and  his  sketch  is  given 
elsewhere  in  this  work;  Allen  D.  is  in  railway  em- 
ploy in  the  West,  and  Oscar  H.,  the  youngest,  is 
the  present  Deputy  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Ford 
County  and  is  in  discharge  of  the  whole  duties  of 
that  office. 

In  1862,  Dr.  Wylie  entered  the  service  of  the 
United  .States  for  the  late  war  as  Assistant  Surgeon 
of  the  Thirty-tifth  Regiment,  Illinois  Infantry, 
was  promoted  to  be  Surgeon  of  the  regiment  and 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  doing  good  and 
faithful  service.  On  his  reuirn  from  the  army,  he 
resumed  practice  in  Oakland,  where  he  continued 
to  reside  until  1868,  when  he  came  to  Paxton 
and  was  in  active  practice  in  this  city  until  his 
fatal  illness.  His  death  occurred  on  the  atli  of 
March,  1876. 

Dr.  Wylie  was  a  member  of  the  .State  Medical 
Societj'  of  Illinois  and  of  the  American  .Society  of 
the  United  States.  He  also  held  membership  with 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church  of  Paxton,  as  does 
his  wife,  and  was  an  earnest  Republican  in  politics. 
As  a  physician,  he  was  talented  and  skillful  and 
throughout  his  days  of  activity  maintained  a  large 
and  lucrative  practice. 


•^^£ 


^^ 


eOL.  HARRY  D.  COOK.  Among  the  promi- 
nent citizens  of  Illinois  who  were  .actively 
identified  with  the  war  history-  of  the  State 
and  soldier  interest  subsequent  to  the  return  of 
pe.ace,  few,  if  any,  are  deserving  of  more  favorable 
mention  than  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads 
this  sketch. 

Col.  Cook  was  born  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  in 
1818,  and  was  a  son  of  John  Cook.  His  father 
was  a  close  friend  of  Garrett  Smith,  and  was  de- 
scended from  an  old  New  York  fainily,  the  grand- 
father of  the  Colonel  being  a  soldier  in  the  Revo- 
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lutionary  "War.  H.  D.  Cook  received  a  liberal  edii- 
oatioii,  and  .  in  liis  youtli  learned  the  carpenter's 
trade.  In  1841,  he  was  married  in  New  York  to 
Miss  .loanna  Mall,  daughter  of  Willi.im  and  Sally 
Hall.  The  lady  was  born  in  New  York  and  comes 
of  an  old  f.amily  of  that  State. 

In  1850,  Col.  Cook  emigrated  from  the  East  to 
Illinois  and  settled  in  Fulton  County,  but  after  a 
year  removed  to  McLean  County,  locating  on  a 
farm  near  Blotmiington.  He  was  employed  on  the 
Illinois  Central  Railroad  as  a  bridge-builder,  and 
in  18.53  removed  to  Woodford  County.  In  1860, 
he  was  elected  to  tlie  Illinois  Legislature  on  the 
Republican  ticket,  and  in  May  of  the  following 
year  entered  the  volunteer  service  for  the  late 
war  as  Captain  of  Company  G,  Fourth  Illinois 
Cavalry.  He  participated  in  the  active  service  of 
the  war,  was  promoted  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  and 
commanded  his  regiment.  When  mustered  out 
after  tliree  3'ears  of  service,  he  held  the  rank  of 
Colonel. 

On  his  return  to  the  North,  Col.  Cook  was  re- 
elected to  the  Legislature  and  after  the  close  of 
the  war  was  commissioned  by  Gov.  Oglesbj-  as 
military  financial  agent  for  Illinois  and  ordered  to 
Washington  to  secure  the  payment  of  State  claims 
against  the  general  Government,  growing  out  of 
the  late  war.  So  well  did  he  discharge  his  duty, 
that  he  secured  the  p.ayment  of  nearly  all  the 
claims  due  the  State,  manifesting  superior  busi- 
ness al)ility  and  tact.  When  the  railroad  and  ware- 
house commission  was  organized  by  act  of  Legis- 
lature, Col.  Cook  was  appointed  by  Gov.  Bever- 
idge  a  member  of  that  board,  and  at  its  organi- 
zation was  chosen  Chairman.  This  position  he 
filled  with  honor  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to 
the  people  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  No- 
vember, 1873,  at  his  home  m  Normal.  111. 

The  Colonel  was  an  original  Abolitionist  and  a 
warm  friend  of  Owen  Lovejoy.  He  was  a  man  of 
positive  views  and  was  a  popular  speaker,  widely 
and  favorably  known.  The  war  afforded  a  field 
for  distinction  for  men  of  nerve  and  strength  of 
character,  and  Col.  Cook's  career  developed  the 
latent  talent  in  his  character  for  leadership,  he  be- 
coming prominent  and  influential  in  State  and 
National  affairs.     For    several  years    prior    to  his 


death,  he  had  made  his  home  in  Normal,  111.,  where 
his  wife,  who  survives  her  husband,  still  resides, 
though  well  advanced  in  years. 

Seven  children  were  born  to  Colonel  and  Mrs. 
Cook,  of  whom  four  are  living,  three  having  died  in 
childhood:  Fiance  L.,  the  eldest,  who  married  Miss 
Kate  Anderson,  is  the  present  State  Attorney  of 
Ford  County,  and  resides  in  Paxton.  John  W. 
married  Lydia  Spofford  and  is  President  of  the 
State  Normal  University  at  Normal;  Florence  A. 
is  the  wife  of  Judge  Alfred  Sample,  of  Paxton, 
whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work;  and 
Ida  is  the  wife  of  F.  W.  Gove,  a  resident  of  Den- 
ver, Col. 


<:<>  ftlLLIAM  HAMILTON  THOMPSON  is 
\/jJ//  prominently  connected  with  the  busi- 
W^  iiess  interests  of  Melvin,  being  the  senior 
member  of  the  firm  of  W.  II.  &  W.  E.  Thompson, 
dealers  in  lumber  and  farm  machinery.  He  has 
been  a  resident  of  Peach  Orchard  Township,  Ford 
County,  since  1872,  and  has  made  his  home  in 
Illinois  since  1865. 

Mr.  Thompson  claims  Ohio  as  the  State  of  his 
nativity,  his  birth  occurring  in  Belmont  County, 
on  the  4th  of  December,  1851.  AVith  his  parents, 
he  came  to  Illinois,  the  fainily  settling  in  Marshall 
Countj',  near  New  Rutland,  La  Salle  County,  where 
he  attended  the  public  schools.  On  attaining  to 
man's  estate,  in  the  fall  of  1872,  he  came  to  Ford 
Count}',  and,  locating  in  Peach  Orchard  Township, 
engaged  in  farming.  He  still  owns  a  farm  of 
eight}'  acres  on  section  36,  but  in  later  years  he 
has  given  no  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits, 
but  has  devoted  his  energies  to  the  lumber  business. 

An  important  event  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Thompson 
occurred  on  the  23d  of  September,  1875,  when  in 
Paxton  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Ruth 
Hunt, a  daughter  of  .lohn  S.  and  Jane  Hunt.  The 
lady  was  born  in  La  Salle  County,  111.,  February  20, 
1856,  and  came  to  this  county  with  her  parents  in 
1867.  Three  children  grace  the  union  of  this 
worthy  couple,  a  son  and  two  daughters:  Zella 
Ann,  Delmer  B.  and  Delia. 

Mr.  Thompson  continued  to  engage  in  agricul- 
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tural  pursuits  until  1876,  when  lie  left  the  farm 
and  eiubarkcd  in  his  present  business  as  a  dealer  in 
lumber  and  farm  ninchinery  in  Melvin,  where  he 
has  since  made  his  home,  lie  is  a  straightforward, 
upriirht  business  m,an  and  is  held  in  hiuh  regard 
by  all  who  know  him.  lie  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Jlelhodist  Episcopal  C'huich,  and  in 
his  political  alliliations  he  is  a  stalwart  Republican, 
warml}"  advocating  the  principles  of  that  party  and 
laboring  for  its  success  and  upbuilding.  During 
his  residence  in  reach  Orchard  Township,  he  has 
held  variiius  oiticial  positions  of  honor  and  trust, 
having  served  for  one  year  .as  Collector,  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  Village  of  Melvin  for  two  years,  and 
as  I'liited  States  Census  Enumerator  for  his  home 
(list  ict  in  1890.  Mr.  Thompson  and  his  partner 
have  built  up  an  extensive  trade  in  their  line,  as 
the  result  of  good  management  and  an  earnest  de- 
sire to  please  their  patrons,  and  are  esteemed  among 
the  worthy  and  relialile  Inisiness  men  of  Ford 
Count)".  His  entire  life  since  attaining  toyearsof 
matui-ity  our  subject  has  passed  in  this  community 
and  h.as  thus  formed  a  wide  and  extensive  acquaint- 
ance. 

— ^ ^g -^' 

'  OIIN  WOOT.STONCROFT,  one  of  the  ex- 
tensive land-owners  of  Layman  Township, 
residing  on  section  18,  claims  England  as 
the  land  of  his  nativit}'  and  also  has  some 
Scotcli  blood  in  his  veins.  He  was  born  in  Lan- 
cashire, in  1810,  and  was  one  of  a  family  of 
eight  children,  two  sons  and  six  daughters,  whose 
parents  were  John  and  Mary  (Woods)  Woolston- 
croft.  His  father  was  a  weaver  of  cotton  cloth. 
He  died  at  the  age  of  sixt^^-four  and  his  wife  ])assed 
away  at  the  age  of  fiftj'.  The  only  members  of 
the  famil}'  yet  living  are  three  sisters  of  our  sub- 
ject: Mary  and  Janet,  both  of  whom  are  widows 
and  reside  in  Lancashire,  England,  and  Sarah,  who 
resides  in  Philadelphia. 

Our  subject  began  to  earn  his  own  livelihood  at 
the  age  of  eight  years,  working  at  the  weaver's 
trade  from  that  time  until  twelve  years  of  age, 
when  he  learned  the  trade  of  brick-making  and 
also  laid  brick.     When  about  twenty  years  of  age. 


he  determined  to  try  his  fortune  in  America  and, 
in  1831,  sailed  from  Liverpool  to  New  York.  He 
was  almost  penniless  when  he  arrived  in  this  coun- 
try, a  stranger  in  a  strange  land.  He  first  secured 
work  as  a  weaver  in  Philadelphia,  where  he  re- 
mained for  six  years,  and  in  the  spring  of  18.37, 
he  went  to  Ohio,  where  he  spent  about  five 
months.  He  next  located  in  Putnam  Count}-,  III., 
and,  making  his  home  in  Magnolia,  engaged  in 
weaving  in  the  winter  season  and  in  brick-laying 
in  the  summer. 

While  residing  in  Putnam  County,  Mr.  Wool- 
stoncroft  was  united  in  marriage  to  Elizabeth 
Phillips,  a  native  of  England.  Their  union  was 
celebrated  in  April,  1838,  and  unto  them  were 
born  six  sons  and  six  daughters,  eight  of  whom 
are  now  living:  David,  the  eldest,  wedded  Mary 
Warner,  a  native  of  this  (State,  b}'  whom  he  has 
three  children.  He  is  a  pl.asterer  and  brick  mason 
and  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  Roberts,  and, 
in  politics,  is  a  stanch  Reiniblican.  .lohii  married 
Mhss  Hannom  .and  follows  farming  in  Kansas;  he, 
too,  is  a  Republican.  Abraham  married  Miss  Pettit 
and  is  a  resident  farmer  of  Kansas;  Wilber  was 
joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss  Hawthorne,  and  follows 
farming  in  Kansas;  Alice  is  the  wife  of  George 
Dykes,  an  agriculturist  of  Illinois;  Elizabeth  is 
the  wife  of  John  Warner,  whose  sketch  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  work;  Hannah  is  the  wife  of  Ed- 
ward (Jwens,  a  farmer  of  Wall  Township;  Maria, 
who  successfully  engaged  in  teaching  in  Onarga 
and  in  Ford  County,  is  now  the  wife  of  Nelson 
Buzick,  farmer,  by  whom  she  has  six  children, 
namely:  Earl,  who  aids  his  father  in  the  farm  work; 
Flora,  a  student  in  Onarga  Seminary;  Mary,  Jessie, 
John  W.  and  James.  Mrs.  Woolstoncroft  died 
May  7,  1864,  and  was  interred  in  Magiwlia  Ceme- 
tery, where  a  beautiful  monument  marks  her  last 
resting  place. 

In  1867,  Mr.  Woolstoncroft  came  to  this  county 
with  John  Hunt,  and  purchased  four  hundred 
acres  of  raw  land.  The  towns  of  Melvin  and  Rob- 
erts were  not  then  laid  out,  wild  game  of  all  kinds 
was  plentiful  and  at  that  day  one  could  not  have 
realized  that  such  a  rapid  change  was  so  soon  to 
take  place.  Our  subject  bought  land  at  $9  per  acre 
and  began   the    development  of  a  fine  farm.     His 
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labors  were  successful  and  he  has  become  one  of 
the  well-to-do  citizens  of  the  conuminity.  In  early 
life,  he  was  a  Whig  and  cast  his  first  Presidential 
vote  for  William  Henry  Harrison,  but  since  the 
ori;'anization  of  the  Republican  party,  he  has  been 
one  of  its  stanch  supporters.  Throughout  the  com- 
munity, he  is  held  in  the  highest  regard  and  the 
word  of  John  AVoolstoncroft  is  as  good  as  his 
bond,  for  his  upright  life  and  sterling  worth  have 
won  him  tlie  the  confidence  of  all.  He  is  now 
eighty-two  years  of  .age  but  is  still  enjoying  good 
health. 

^  HARLES  SPELLMEYER,  who  carries  on 
general  fanning  on  section  16,  Wall  Town- 
ship, was  born  in  the  town  of  Mahnan,  in 
the  Province  of  Westphalia,  in  Meindon  County, 
(Germany,  .September  17,  l.S:}!.  His  father  was 
also  a  native  of  that  locality  and  in  later  life  emi- 
grated to  America.  Eurther  mention  is  made  of 
him  in  the  sketch  of  George  H.  Spellmeyer  on 
anotlier  page  of  this  work. 

In  .accordance  witli  the  laws  of  his  native  land, 
our  subject  attended  school  between  the  ages  of 
seven  and  fourteen  years.  When  ab(nit  twent}'- 
three  years  of  age,  he  determined  to  try  his  for- 
tune in  America  and  sailed  for  New  York  in  18.5.3, 
landing  after  a  voyage  of  six  weeks.  Four  years 
later,  he  was  followed  by  the  family.  Chai-les 
c.ime  on  at  once  to  Illinois,  making  his  first  loca- 
tion in  Putnam  County,  where  he  worked  by  the 
day  or  month  as  a  farm  hand  for  some  time.  Five 
years  later,  he  went  to  La  Salle  County,  where  he 
rented  land  and  engaged  in  farming  for  himself. 
He  is  truly  a  self-made  man,  for  he  started  in  life 
empty-h.anded,  and  the  success  which  has  crowned 
his  efforts  is  due  entirely  to  his  industi-y  and  per- 
severance. After  renting  land  for  about  eight 
years,  during  which  time  he  saved  some  capital, 
he  purchased  eighty  acres  in  La  Salle  County  in 
1876,  and  settled  upon  that  land.  A  small  shanty 
constituted  the  improvements,  but  onlj'  a  short 
time  had  elapsed  ere  a  great  change  was  wrought 
in   that   place,  and  what  was   once   a  barren   tract 


became  a  valuable  farm.  He  now  engages  in  gen- 
eral farming  and  stock-raising  and  owns  five  hun- 
dred and  twenty-eight  acres  of  Land,  all  in  Wall 
Township. 

A  marriage  ceremony  performed  in  La  Salle 
County  on  the  17th  of  May,  1858,  united  the  des- 
tinies of  Mr.  Spellmeyer  and  Miss  Louisa  Kott- 
kamp,  who  was  born  in  the  same  town  as  her  hus- 
band and  came  to  America  in  the  year  1857. 
She  is  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Anna  Marie  Kott- 
camp,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Germany. 
Both  parents  passed  away  when  about  sixty-one 
years  of  age.  They  were  members  of  the  German 
Lutheran  Church  and  the  father  was  a  tanner  by 
trade.  They  had  a  family  of  ten  children,  six  sons 
and  four  daughters,  but  only  two  are  now  living: 
Lottie  is  the  widow  of  Fred  Schwartze,  of  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  and  Mrs.  Spellme3'er,  who  is  the  elder.  She  was 
educated  in  the  German  schools,  and  at  about  the 
.age  of  twenty  emigrated  to  America.  The  other 
members  of  the  family  all  died  in  infancy  except 
Henrietta,  whose  death  occurred  in  Germany  when 
about  eighteen  years  of  age. 

By  the  union  of  our  subject  and  his  wife  have 
been  born  nine  children,  five  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters, .as  follows:  George  W.,  a  farmer  of  Wall 
Township,  who  wedded  Mary  Carson;  Mary,  wife 
of  Charles  Kenney,  of  the  same  township;  Henry 
C,  a  hardware  merchant  of  Melvin,  whose  sketch 
apiicars  elsewhere  in  this  work;  Frank,  who  makes 
his  home  in  Vermilion  County,  III.;  Amelia, 
Charles  and  Lillie  Louisa,  all  j-el  at  home.  The 
children  have  been  afforded  good  educational 
privileges  and  reared  to  habits  of  industrj',  thus 
fitting  them  to  become  useful  citizens.  Two  otlier 
children  are  now  deceased:  Mina,  who  died  in  La 
Salle  County  when  only  six  weeks  old,  and  a  son 
who  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spellmeyer  are  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  of  Melvin  and  are  worthy  Ger- 
man people  whose  many  excellencies  of  character 
have  won  them  high  regard.  In  politics,  he  is  a 
stalwart  Democrat,  having  supported  that  party 
since  he  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Stephen 
A.  Douglas.  He  is  also  a  good  business  man  and 
a  successful  fanner,  and  his  prosperity  is  but  the 
just  reward  of  his  own  efforts.     He  came  to  this 
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country  a  penniless  young  man.  A  stranger  in  a 
strange  land,  he  commenced  life  here  $20  in  debt, 
but  has  steadily  worked  his  way  upward  until  he  has 
acquired  a  handsome  competence.  This  record 
will  be  cherished  and  held  sacred  by  their  children 
when  father  and  mother  have  passed  away. 


ON.  DAVID  PATTON,  in  whose  honor  the 
ill  township  of  Patton  was  named,  is  the  old- 
est surviving  member  of  the  Ford   County 

^  Bar  and  was  in  practice  in  the  territory 
which  is  now  lAjrd  County,  which  was  then  a  part  of 
Vermilion  Countj'.  Judge  Patton  located  at  what 
is  known  as  Ten  Mile  Grove,  situated  about  three 
miles  southwest  of  Paxton,  in  October,  1819.  He  was 
born  in  Clark  County,  Ky.,  in  1806,  and  accom- 
panied his  family  to  Butler  County,  that  State,  iu 
1810. 

When  eighteen  j-ears  of  age,  Mr.  Patton  began 
the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Oliver  H.  Smith, 
at  Connersville,  Ind.,  and  wlule  so  engaged  taught 
the  district  school  to  earn  money  to  defraj'  his 
current  expenses.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in 
1828  and  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion at  La  Fayette,  Ind.,  where  he  secured  a  large 
and  lucrative  practice.  Frank,  upright  and  gen- 
erous in  disposition,  he  was  held  in  high  esteem 
by  the  people  and  regarded  as  a  leading  lawyer  liy 
his  brethren  at  the  Bar.  His  unguarded  liberality, 
however,  proved  a  snare  to  him  financially,  and 
his  earnings  for  ten  years  were  soon  swept  away  in 
the  payment  of  debts  for  his  friends,  and  he  was 
compelled  to  start  anew  in  life.  With  this  object 
in  view,  he  came  to  Illinois  and  located  four  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  at  Ten  Mile  Grove,  then  in  Ver- 
milion, now  Ford  County.  The  country  was  but 
sparsely  settled,  affording  little,  if  anj',  field  for 
business  in  the  line  of  his  profession,  hence  he 
turned  his  attention  to  farming  and  stock-raising, 
occasionally  practicing  in  justice  courts,  not  a  few 
of  the  leading  lawyers  of  Vermilion  County  ex- 
pressing surprise  at  being  outgeneraled  and  beaten 
by  the  farm  lawyer.     To  his  efforts  the  passage   of 


the  act  of  the  Legislature  creating  Ford  County 
was  largely  due.  Ataspecial  election  held  in  1859, 
he  was  elected  Judge  of  the  County  Court  by  a 
large  majority  over  his  opponent,  Gideon  Camp, 
and  he  was  re-elected  at  the  succeeding  elections 
of  1860-64-68.  Before  the  close  of  his  fourth  of- 
ficial term,  the  weight  of  years  and  his  extensive 
personal  interests  decided  him  to  decline  further 
public  service.  The  monetary  panic  of  1873  and 
1875,  in  connection  with  his  losses  as  surety  for 
some  of  his  friends,  again  stripped  him  of  nearly 
all  his  worldly  possessions,  but  notwithstanding  his 
misfortune  in  this  particular,  he  has  the  higher  and 
better  consolation  of  having  merited  the  esteem 
and  confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens  by  an  active 
and  useful  life  in  their  midst  for  more  than  thirty 
j'ears.  He  was  a  good  lawyer,  a  quaint,  entertain- 
ing speaker,  and  at  all  times  a  kind  and  indulgent 
parent;  a  friend  to  the  poor  and  needy,  and  an  en- 
terprising and  public-spirited  citizen,  and  above  all, 
a  steadfast  lover  of  justice  and  humanity.  Judge 
Patton  still  makes  his  home  in  Paxton,  where  he 
settled  in  1865,  but  is  in  feeble  health,  and  his  ad- 
vanced age  of  eiglit3'-six  j-ears  admonishes  his 
friends  that  his  end  is  not  far  distant.  The  writer 
is  under  obligations  to  the  publishers  of  the  late 
County  Alias  for  the  facts  above  stated. 


i=JLrD 


^  ACOB  BLESCH,  one  of  the  extensive  land- 
owners and  leading  citizens  of  Lyman 
Township,  residing  on  section  11,  was  born 
in  Ilesse-Darmsladt,  (ierinany,  April  9, 
18.39,  and  is  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  three  chil- 
dren born  until  George  and  Elizabeth  (Obennauer) 
Blesch.  His  father  was  a  (icrman  farmer,  and,  in 
the  spring  of  1853,  bade  adieu  to  his  old  home  and 
wiili  his  family  crossed  the  broad  Atlantic  to 
America,  sailing  from  Havre  to  New  York,  where 
he  arrived  after  a  pleasant  voyage  of  fort3'-two 
days.  The  parents  located  in  Du  Page  County, 
III.,  whence  they  removed  to  Cook  County,  where 
the  death  of  Mr.  Blesch  occurred  in  1870.  He 
came  to  this  country  in  very  limited  circumstances, 
but  by  his  industry  and  good   management,  at  the 
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time  of  his  death  was  the  owner  of  one  hundred 
and  eighty  acres  of  valuable  laud  in  Cook  County. 
His  wife,  who  was  horn  April  9,  1811,  is  still  liv- 
ing at  the  advanced  age  of  ciglity-one  years.  She 
is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  to  wliich  her 
husband  also  belonged. 

Our  sul)ject  was  a  lad  of  fourteen  years  when, 
with  his  parents,  he  came  to  this  country.  He  re- 
mained under  the  parental  roof  until  his  marriage, 
which  was  celebrated  on  Christmas  Day  of  1867, 
Miss  Rosalie  Gurard,  who  was  born  September 
20,  1845,  in  Byron,  Germany,  becoming  his  wife. 
She  was  only  three  jnonths  old  when  brought  to 
Ainerica  by  her  parents,  who  located  in  Cook 
Count}'.  Her  father  was  a  manufacturer  in  Ger- 
many and  was  quite  wealthy  when  he  come  to  the 
United  States.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  now  de- 
ceased, and  a  beautiful  monument  marks  their 
last  resting  place  in  a  cemetery  of  Cook  County. 

The  maiden  days  of  Mrs.  Blesch  were  spent  in 
Cook  County,  where  she  acquired  her  education. 
She  became  the  mother  of  three  sons  and  three 
daughters:  Anna,  who  was  educated  in  both  Ger- 
man and  English,  is  now  the  wife  of  A.  McDon- 
ald, who  was  one  of  the  successful  teachers  of  Ford 
County,  and  is  now  engaged  in  merchandising  in 
Odell,  111.;  Reynold,  who  pursued  a  commercial 
course  of  study  in  Valparaiso  College,  of  Indiana, 
now  aids  his  father  in  tla  laljors  of  the  farm; 
George  died  at  the  age  of  three  years;  Clara  is 
taking  a  teacher's  course  in  the  Valparaiso  Nor- 
mal School;  Eddie  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years; 
and  Lydia  completes  the  farailj'. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blesch  have  resided  in  Ford  County 
since  February,  1883,  at  which  time  our  subject 
purchased  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land 
conveniently  and  pleasantly  located  within  three 
miles  of  Roberts.  Since  that  time  he  has  made 
many  good  improvements  and  the  farm  has  be- 
come one  of  the  beautiful  and  desirable  places'in 
Lyman  Township.  In  addition  to  the  fine  resi- 
dence, there  are  outbuildings  which  are  models  of 
convenience,  and  many  other  improvements,  both 
useful  and  ornamental.  Mr.  Blesch  has  served  .as 
School  Director  (luring  almost  his  entire  residence 
here,  and  the  cause  of  education  has  found  in  him 
a  warm  friend.     In  politics,    he  has  been  a  stanch 


Republican  since  he  cast  his  first  Presidential  votie 
for  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  con- 
sistent meinbers  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  They 
are  justly  classed  among  the  best  and  most  promi- 
nent citizens  of  Lyman  Townsiup  and  well  de- 
serve the  high  regard  in  which  they  are  held. 


'•    '    ^S- 


ENRY  ATWOOD  has  longer  resided  in 
Pella  Township  than  any  other  of  its  citi- 
zens. He  has  here  made  his  home  for 
thirty-five  3'ears,  and  is  now  living  on  sec- 
tion 22.  With  the  historj'  of  Ford  County,  he 
has  been  prominently  identified  .and  has  ever 
borne  his  part  in  the  work  of  upbuilding  and  ad- 
vancement. As  he  is  widely  and  favorably  known 
throughout  the  community,  wc  feel  assured  that 
this  sketch  will  prove  of  interest  to  many  of  our 
readers. 

Mr.  Atwood  was  born  in  Chelsea,  Mass.,  February 
6,  1832.  His  grandfather,  Stephen  Atwood,  was 
born  at  Cape  Cod,  spent  his  early  life  .as  a  sailor  and 
afterward  became  a  farmer.  His  son,  William  H.  At- 
wood, father  of  Henry,  was  born  on  Cape  Cod, 
and  when  about  eight  years  old  went  to  Boston 
with  his  father,  who  bought  a  farm  at  Chelsea. 
William  went  into  a  store  and  was  ever  afterward 
connected  with  mercantile  interests.  He  learned 
to  read  by  poring  over  newspapers,  and  was  en- 
tirely self-educated,  but  through  his  own  efforts 
became  a  well-informed  man.  With  his  brother, 
he  did  a  large  business  as  a  wholesale  and  retail 
dealer  in  oysters.  He  was  married  in  Chelsea,  to 
Miss  Lenora  Atkins,  a  native  of  Cape  Cod,  who 
died  when  our  subject  was  about  twelve  years  old. 
He  then  married  Ruth  Newcome,  and,  after  lier 
death,  was  a  third  time  married.  He  served  as  Cap- 
tain of  a  military  company  and  throughout  his 
life  was  a  Democrat.  He  died  in  the  old  home  at 
Chelsea,  in  1878,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years. 
The  children  of  the  Atwood  family  were  Frank- 
lin, who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one;  Henry,  of 
this  sketcli;  Lenora,  who  died  at  the  .age  of  twenty- 
one;  Cordelia,  who  is  living  in  Newton,  Mass.; 
Daniel,  wlio  served  in  the  Twenty-seventh  M.assa- 
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chusetts  Regiment  tliroughout  the  late  war;  Thomas 
H.,  who  was  in  the  Fourth  Iowa  Cavahy;  and 
Otis,  of  Massachusetts.  B_y  the  second  marriage 
were  liorn  five  children  and  of  the  fourteen,  ten 
are  now  living. 

Our  subject  spent  the  first  twelve  j'ears  of  his 
life  in  Chelsea  and  then  went  to  Boston,  where  he 
attended  the  public  schools  for  two  years.  He 
afterward  went  to  night  school  for  two  years  and 
was  a  student  in  the  Broeton  School,  but  ill  lieaUli 
forced  him  to  abandon  his  studies.  He  was  after- 
ward engaged  for  nine  j-ears  in  the  wholesale  drug 
business.  In  1857,  he  determined  to  ti\y  his  for- 
tune in  the  AVest.  He  spent  a  short  time  in  Minn- 
esota for  his  health,  and  was  at  Minneapolis  when 
the  first  building  was  erected  in  that  city.  Later  in 
the  jear,  he  came  to  Illinois  and  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  wild  land  in  Pella  Township,  where  he  has 
since  made  his  home.  It  was  not  long  before  he  had 
his  entire  farm  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
A  home  was  built,  trees  were  planted  and  many 
other  improvements  made,  which  add  lioth  to  the 
value  and  attractive  appearance  of  the  place.  Mr. 
At  wood  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  the 
county  and  has  been  prominentl}'  identified  with 
its  growth  and  progress  during  all  these  years. 
He  served  on  the  first  jury  of  Ford  County,  in 
Paxton.  and  has  been  called  upon  to  fill  many 
position  of  honor  and  trust,  the  duties  of  which 
he  has  ever  discharged  with  promptness  and  fidel- 
ity. 

On  the  16th  of  November,  1859,  in  Onarga. 
Iroquois  County,  Mr.  Atwood  wedded  Miss  Mary 
Wyllie,  who  was  born  in  Warren,  Me.,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Harriet  Wyllie.  She 
taught  the  first  school  in  Pella  Township  in  her 
own  home.  Three  children  have  been  born  of 
their  union:  Lillie  A.,  who  was  born  and  reared 
on  the  old  home  farm  and  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  Onarga  Seminary,  is  the  wife  of  David 
E.  Tufts,  a  fanner  of  Steele  County,  N.  Dak.; 
Wyllie  is  a  successful  teacher  of  North  Dakota, 
and  Flora  B.  is  a  teacher  of  recognized  ability  in 
Pella  Township. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Atwood  are  charter  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Piper  City,  to  which 
their  children   also  belong,  and  he  is  now  serviua: 


as  one  of  its  Elders.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential 
vote  for  John  C.  Fremont  and  has  since  been  a 
Republican,  stanch  and  true.  The  cause  of  educa- 
tion has  found  in  him  a  warm  friend  and  he  has 
done  much  for  the  advancement  of  the  schools 
in  this  neighborhood.  During  the  thirty-five 
years  of  his  residence  in  Ford  County,  he  has  won 
the  confidence  and  regard  of  all  with  whom  he 
has  been  brought  in  contact  and  this  work  would 
be  incomplete  without  the  sketch  of  Henry  At- 
wood. 


EBEN  WAIT,  is  a  representative  farmer  and 
leading  citizen  of  this  county,  residing  on 
■  section  17,  Button  Township.  His  life 
record  is  as  follows:  He  was  born  in  Schuyler 
County,  N.Y.,  February  26.  1823,  and  is  a  son  of 
Abijah  Wait.  The  father  was  born  in  Massachu- 
setts, February  2,  1790,  and  when  a  young  man 
went  to  New  York,  settling  in  Schuyler  County, 
where  ho  married  Hannah  Calvert,  a  native  of  the 
Empire  State.  Upon  their  farm,  they  spent  the 
remainder  of  their  lives  and  were  Iniried  in  the 
family  cemetery.  They  had  a  family  of  two  sons 
and  four  daughters,  all  of  whom  grew  to  mature 
years,  namely:  Phfebe,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Aaron  Parish,  of  Schuyler  Countj';  both  are  now 
deceased.  Nancj',  wife  of  Frederick  Stamp,  a  res- 
ident of  Paxton;  Henry,  lately  a  farmer  of  Schuy- 
ler County,  N.  Y.;  Elien  of  this  sketch;  Margaret, 
who  is  residing  on  the  old  homestead,  and  Sar.ali 
Ann,  who  is  also  living  on  the  old  home  farm  in 
New  York. 

The  educational  advantages  wiiich  our  subject 
received  were  only  those  afforded  by  the  common 
schools,  and  his  boyhood  days  were  spent  in  the 
usual  manner  of  farmer  lads.  With  his  parents 
he  remained  until  after  he  had  attained  his  major- 
ity, when, on  the  26th  of  Feliruary,  1845,  in  Tomp- 
kins County,  N.  Y.,  he  married  Louisa  Stamp, who 
was  born  and  reaied  in  Scliuyler  County,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Daniel  Stamp,  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
that  locality  Unto  them  have  been  boi'ii  two  sons: 
Elbert  A.,  a  substantial  farmer  of  Button  Town- 
ship,  and    Adrian   D.,  a   young    man    of   sterling 
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worth  and  good  business  ability,  who  aids  his  fa- 
ther in  carrying  on  the  home  farm. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Wait  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  his  native  county  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  in  1855  emigrated  Westward,  taking  up  his 
residence  in  what  is  now  Ford  County,  III.  Tliere 
was  no  town  where  the  city  of  Paxton  now  stands, 
the  land  was  all  in  its  primitive  condition. and  the 
work  of  progress  and  development  seemed  scarcely 
liegun.  He  bore  all  the  hardships  arid  privations 
of  pioneer  life  but  his  efforts  were  afterward 
crowned  with  success.  He  developed  and  im- 
proved a  farm  of  eighty  acres  of  valuable  land, 
which  is  his  i)resent  home.  It  is  an  excellent  farm, 
supplied  with  substantial  improvements,  and  its 
neat  appearance  indicates  the  thrift  and  enterprise 
of  the  owner. 

Mr.  Wait  has  helped  to  make  Ford  County  what 
it  is  to-day,  one  of  the  best  counties  in  the  State, 
and  is  numbered  among  its  honored  pioneers.  He 
was  originally  a  Jackson  Democrat,  but  on  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Republican  party  joined  its 
ranks  and  is  one  of  its  stanch  supporters.  He  has 
held  several  oHices  of  honor  and  trust,  including 
that  of  Commissioner  of  Highways,  and  has  also 
been  a  memlier  of  the  School  Board.  He  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Church  and 
are  highly  respected  members  of  this  community, 
well  deserving  representation  in  the  history  of  their 
adopted  count}'. 


^^^  OL.  CHARLES  BOGARDCS.  To  applaud 
worthy  achievements  is  .an  instinct  of  hu- 
man nature,  and  when  noble  results  have 
been  accomplished  b}'  one's  own  efforts,  thrice  de- 
serving is  he  of  [iraise.  All  delight  to  p.a}-  tribute 
to  a  self-made  man,  one  who,  despite  great  disad- 
vantages, has  .acliieved  distinction.  Such  a  one  is 
the  well-known  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this 
memoir. 

The  progenitor  of  the  different  branches  of  the 
Bogardus  family  in  America  was  Everardus  Bo- 
gardus,  a  Dutch  Reform  clergyman,  who  emigrated 
from  Holland  to  New  Amsterdam  (now  New  York 


City)  in  1633  and  was  the  second  minister  in  that 
city,  residing  on  what  is  now  Broad  JStrect.  In 
1638,  he  married  Annetje,  widow  of  Roelof  Jan- 
sen,  who  had  obtained  a  grant  of  sixty-two  acres  of 
land  in  what  is  now  the  center  of  New  York  City. 
This  farm,  long  known  as  "Dominie's  Bowery,"  in 
time  became  vested  in  Trinity  Church  by  unfair 
means  and  has  caused  continuous  litigation  since. 
He  is  the  only  one  of  the  name  tliat  has  come  to 
this  country. 

Col.  Bogardus  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  the  above 
gentleman  and  is  a  son  of  James  H.  and  Louisa 
Bogardus.  He  was  born  in  Cayuga  County,  N.Y., 
]March  28,  1841,  and  when  only  six  years  of  age 
was  left  an  orphan,  both  parents  being  taken  away 
by  an  epidemic.  He  was  taken  by  an  uncle,  W.H. 
Bogarflus,  who  gave  him  common-school  advanta- 
ges until  he  was  some  twelve  years  of  age,  at  which 
time  young  Charles  entered  a  grocery  store  as  clerk, 
at  a  salary  of  •^1.5(1  per  week,  his  kind  uncle  fur- 
nishing him  both  board  and  clothes.  This  position 
he  held  for  four  years,  receiving  increase  in  salary 
from  time  to  time.  His  earnings  were  paid  every 
Saturday  night  to  the  uncle,  who,  without  the  boy's 
knowledge,  invested  the  same  for  him,  and  subse- 
quently offered  to  turn  all  over  to  him,  notwith- 
standing his  uncle  was  a  poor  man.  But  the  boy, 
although  only  eighteen  years  of  age,  declined  the 
offer  and  the  money  with  th.anks. 

Borrowing  means,  he  went  to  Ridgeway,  N.  Y., 
to  accept  a  clerkshii)  in  the  store  of  another  uncle 
at  ^8  per  month.  In  this  position,  he  served  until 
1862,  getting  a  yearly  increase  of  salary.  On  the 
13th  of  August,  1862,  Col.  Bogardus,  having  just 
attained  his  majority,  enlisted  for  the  war  in  Com- 
pany A,  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-first  New  York 
Infantry.  But  before  going  to  the  Held,  as  was 
not  uncommon  with  the  boys  who  feared  some 
others  might  woo  and  win  their  sweethearts  dur- 
ing their  absence,  he  married,  August  17,  1862, 
Miss  H.annah  W.,  daughter  of  William  H.'  Pells, 
whose  sketch  is  found  on  another  page  of  tins 
work.  It  is  ditticult  to  comprehend  just  how  much 
sacrifice  and  courage  is  necessary  to  leave  a  young 
wife  and  face  an  armed  foe.  On  the  organization 
of  the  company.  Col.  Bogardus  was  elected  First 
Lieutenant;  was  promoted  to  be  Ca|itain  of  Com- 
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panyT,  December  12,  1862;  to  Lieutenant-Colonel 
December  10,  1861;  and  was  breveted  Colonel  by 
order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  ''for 
gallant  and  meritorious  services  in  the  charge  in 
front  of  Petersburg,  Va.,  April  2,  1865."  The 
letter  frt)m  the  Governor  of  New  York  accompa- 
nying the  commission  stales  the  reason  for  grant- 
ing the  commission,  and  is  here  given: 

"Colonel,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  transmit  here- 
with a  brevet  commission  conferred  by  the  Presi- 
dent, in  recognition  of  your  faithful  and  distin- 
guished services  in  the  war.  I  feel  a  just  pride  in 
this  acknowledgment  of  the  gallantry  and  devo- 
tion of  an  ollicer  of  tliis  State,  which  serves  to 
heighten  the  reputation  won  by  the  valor  and  con- 
stancy of  tlie  soldiers  of  New  York. 

"Very  truly  yours, 
"R.  E.  Fenton." 

The  principal  battles  in  which  Col.  Bogardus 
took  part  were  the  following:  Monocacy,  Md.,  an 
engagement  comparatively  insignificant  in  itself, 
was  important  in  its  results.  Tliree  thousand 
Union  troops,  by  the  skillful  management  of  Gen. 
Lew  AVallace,  held  in  check  nearly  six  times  their 
number  for  twenty-four  hours,  thus  giving  Gen. 
Grant  barely  time  to  bring  up  the  First  and  Second 
Divisions  of  the  Sixth  Army  Corps,  as  the  Confed- 
erate Gen.  Early  ajipeared  in  front  of  the  outer 
defenses  of  Washington.  Had  that  heroic  little 
band  of  boys  in  blue  given  way,  the  Capitol  City 
must  have  fallen  a  prey  to  the  enemy.  In  the  bat- 
tle of  tlie  Wildeiness,  the  corps  to  which  Col.  Bo- 
gardus belonged  was  on  the  extreme  right,  and  all 
well  remember  what  a  desperate  effort  Lee  made  to 
crush  tliat  part  of  Grant's  army.  The  battle  of 
Spottsylvania;  Tolopotonioy;  Cold  Harbor,  in 
whicli  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-first  lost  five 
captains;  Petersburg,  Sailor  Creek,  and  Lee  s  sur- 
render will  ever  be  remembered  as  experiences  in 
our  subject's  army  life.  At  the  battle  of  Monoc- 
acy, July  9,  1864,  Col.  Bogardus  was  so  severely 
wounded  that  he  could  not  endure  to  be  transferred 
by  ambulance,  hence  w:is  carried  three  miles  on  a 
stretcher  to  the  Confederate  hospital  at  Frederick 
City,  Md.  Had  his  injuries  been  less,  he  would 
have  been  sent  to  Uichinond  or  to  Libby  Prison. 
Frederick    City   soon   fell   into  the  hands  of  the 


Union  troops,  and  he  was  transferred,  about  three 
months  after,  when  able  to  travel,  to  the  ollicers' 
hospital  at  Annapolis,  Md.,  where  he  regained  his 
strength  sufficiently  to  come  home  on  itrutches  and 
cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  foi'  Lincoln.  As 
soon  as  he  could  get  about  by  the  use  of  a  cane, 
he  returned  to  his  command  and  served  until  lie 
was  mustere<l  out,  June  26,  1865. 

The  wonderful  transforming  power  of  ideas  on 
the  lives  and  actions  of  men  is  strikingly  illus- 
trated in  the  case  of  Col.  Bogardus  and  his  pjiter- 
nal  grandfather.  The  latter  owned  and  worked 
slaves  in  New  York  State  before  they  were  manu- 
mitted— the  former  risked  his  own  life  for  their 
freedom,  and  to-day  the  negro  accounts  the  Col- 
onel one  of  his  warmest  friends. 

Unlike  some  old  soldiers,  when  the  war  was 
over  Col.  Bogardus  laid  aside  his  trusted  blade  to 
rust  under  the  gently  distilled  dews  of  |>eace. 
Returning  to  Ridgeway,  N.  Y.,he  became  a  partner 
of  his  old  employer  in  the  mercantile  business, 
continuing  until  failing  health,  the  effect  of  his 
wound,  compelled  him  to  retire  from  trade.  In 
March,  1872,  he  became  a  resident  of  Paxton,  and 
with  its  best  interests,  as  well  as  those  of  the  sur- 
rounding country,  has  been  prominently  identified 
since.  The  varied  and  extensive  business  interests 
he  successfully  conducts  prove  him  to  be  a  man  of 
broad  comprehension  and  of  fine  executive  ability. 
Besides  doing  a  large  real-estate  and  loan  business, 
he  is  extensively  interested  in  stock-raising  and 
farming,  owning  several  thousand  acres  of  fine 
farming  land  in  Illinois.  Of  the  Ninth  Congres- 
sional District  Farmers'  Institute,  he  has  been 
President  since  its  organization,  it  having  grown 
to  be  one  of  the  largest  in  the  State.  To  home 
industries,  he  also  gives  his  time  and  encourage- 
ment. He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Paxton 
Brick  and  Tile  Company,  of  which  he  is  a  director 
and  part  owner;  is  a  partner  in  the  Paxton  Can- 
ning Company,  one  of  the  most  substantial  con- 
cerns of  the  kind  in  the  Stale;  one  of  the  incor- 
porators of  the  Paxton  Building,  Loan  and  Savings 
Associatitm,  of  which  he  has  been  President  since 
its  inception,  or  f(ir  a  period  of  ten  years. 

In  political  affairs.  Col.  Bogardus  has  taken  nn 
inconsiderable    part.     He   has   served    two  terms. 
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1884  to  1 888,  in  tlie  Ix)wer  House  of  the  State  Legis- 
lature, and  at  the  close  of  his  second  term  as  Repre- 
sentative, lie  was  elected,  in  1888,  State  Senator 
from  the  Eighteenth  Senatorial  District,  making 
eight  consecutive  years  that  he  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Legislature,  and  has  been  unanimously  en- 
dorsed by  the  counties  of  his  District  for  renomi- 
nation  by  the  Ke|)ublican  party  as  their  candidate 
for  the  State  Senate.  Among  the  important  bills 
he  was  instrumental  in  passing,  two  should  be  men- 
tioned: one  compelling  instruction,  in  the  public 
schools,  in  physiology  and  h3'giene,  with  reference 
to  the  effects  of  alcoholic  beverages,  stimulants 
and  narcotics  vn  the  human  system;  and  the  other 
regulating  the  weight  of  Hour  and  corn  meal,  com- 
pelling full  weights  under  severe  penalties.  In  the 
'rinrty-fonrth  General  Assembly,  he  was  one  of 
the  Repulilican  members  who  in  that  memorable 
Senatorial  contest,  which  lasted  four  months,  suc- 
ceeded in  electing  Gen.  John  A.  Logan  to  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  United  States.  Subsequently,  the  one 
hundred  and  three  Republicans  who  stood  so  (irmly 
by  the  General  organized  themselves  into  a  society 
called  the  "Logan  103,"  of  which  Col.  Bogardus 
was  Secretary  and  Treasurer  fi'om  its  organization 
until  the  last  meeting,  when  he  declined  to  serve 
longer.  In  the  Thirty-tifth  General  Assembly,  he 
was  unanimously  chosen  Chairman  of  the  Repub- 
lican House  caucus  for  the  session.  At  each  ses- 
sion, he  was  appointed  on  some  of  the  most  im- 
portant committees,  and  held  several  imfwrtant 
chairmanships. 

For  years.  Col.  Bogardus  has  taken  an  active 
interest  in  the  State  militia  with  a  desire  to  put 
the  four  thousand  Illinois  troops  in  the  highest 
state  of  elliciency.  For  lour  j^ears,  he  held  the  po- 
sition of  Colonel  and  A.  D.  C,  on  the  staff  of  Gov. 
Oglesby,  and  is  now  holding  the  same  position 
under  Gov.  Fifer. 

To  the  affairs  of  Paxton  he  has  given  attention, 
having  been  six  years  a  member  of  the  Council, 
and  eight  years  a  member  of  the  School  Board,  of 
which  he  was  President  a  part  of  that  time,  and  a 
Trustee  of  Paxton  Collegiate  Institute  since  its 
organization. 

Socially,  he  is  a  Knight  Templar  Mason  and  Past 
Commander  of  Paxton  Post  No.  387,  G.  A.  R. 


Col.  Bogardus  has  but  one  living  child,  IMariah, 
wife  of  Oscar  R.  Zip,  an  attorney  of  Salt  Lake  City. 

In  the  su|)port  of  church  and  charities.  Col.  Bo- 
gardus is  liberal,  giving  where  it  is  most  needed, 
rather  than  whore  it  would  bring  popularity. 

Mrs.  Bogardus,  who  also  owns  extensive  real- 
estate  interests,  is  a  woman  of  broad  charity  and 
is  a  zealous  church  worker,  as  is  also  the  daughter, 
who  is  gratefully  remembered  by  the  people  of 
Paxton  for  her  devout  life  and  for  her  excepti<inal 
business  ability. 

Col.  Bogardus  is  thoroughly'  American  and  has 
always  been  in  sympathetic  touch  with  tlie  labor- 
ing man.  It  is  difficult  to  estimate  the  true  worth 
of  a  man  like  Col.  Bogardus  to  any  community. 
Possessed  of  superior  mental  powers,  trained  to 
think  and  and  act  with  coolness  in  the  heat  of  bat- 
tle and  in  the  |)eriilexities  of  business  affairs,  able 
and  willing  to  assist  in  every  public  benefaction 
or  private  charity,  just  and  honorable  in  his  deal- 
ings with  his  fellow-men,  he  stands  without  a  peer 
in  this  part  of  the  State. 


^^\  HARLES  A.  FELLWOCK,  who  is  engaged 
(|(  p  in  farming  and  also  deals  in  fine  horses,  is 
^^^/  a  resident  of  Lyman  Township,  located  on 
section  35.  He  was  born  near  the  city  of  Dresden, 
Germany,  and  is  a  son  of  August  aud  Wilhelmina 
(Schneider)  F^ellwock.  The  father  served  for  eight 
years  in  the  (ierman  army.  He  was  a  blacksmith 
by  trade,  and,  with  his  family,  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica when  our  subject  was  a  lad  of  about  eight 
years.  They  landed  at  New  Orleans,  which  Charles 
remembers  as  a  little  Creole  City,  not  larger  than 
Roberts  at  the  present  time.  The  family  went  up 
the  Mississippi  aud  Ohio  Rivers  to  Cincinnati,  and 
thence  to  Ripley  County,  Ind.,  where  the  father 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  and  began  farming. 
When  the  war  broke  out  in  1861,  he  came  to  Liv- 
ingston County,  111.,  and  purchased  a  half-section 
of  partially  improved  land,  upon  which  he  made 
his  home  until  1882.  Since  that  time  he  has  been 
a  resident  of  Ford  County,  and  is  a  highly  re- 
spected   citizen.     He    has  always   been  a  stalwart 
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Republican,  and  is  a  memher  of  the  Evangelical 
C'hurcli  of  Lyman  Township.  Although  sevenl}'- 
seven  years  of  age,  he  is  still  hale  and  hearty.  His 
wife  died  March  7,  1876,  and  her  remains  were  in- 
terred in  Livingston  County. 

The  eiglit  children  of  theFellwock  family  are  all 
living  at  this  writing:  Augusta,  the  eldest,  is  the 
wife  of  Mr.  Lomarsh,  a  farmer  of  Livingston 
County;  Charles  is  tlie  next  younger;  MoUie  is 
the  wife  of  Adam  Gihrish,  a  butcher  of  Chenoa, 
111.;  Herman  is  married,  and  is  a  butcher  of  Beat- 
rice, Neb.;  Linda  is  the  wife  of  Chris.  Gehrish,  of 
Chenoa,  111.;  Louis  is  a  stock-raiser  of  Beatrice, 
Neb.;  Linnie  is  the  wife  of  Mr.  Alden,  who  suc- 
cessfully carries  on  a  meat  market  in  Beatrice,  Neb.; 
and  Emile  follows  farming  in  Kankakee,  111. 

In  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads,  our  subject 
was  roared  to  manhood,  and  was  educated  both  in 
English  and  fierman.  He  has  inherited  the  in- 
dustrious disiiosition  of  his  German  ancestors,  and 
has  made  of  his  life  a  success.  He  now  owns  and 
operates  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  arable 
land,  which  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation 
and  well  improved  with  all  the  conveniences  of  a 
model  farm.  There  are  large  barns  and  other  out- 
buildings and  the  beautiful  residence  is  one  of  the 
finest  in  the  township.  This  is  a  most  desirable 
and  valuable;  place.  In  addition  to  general  farm- 
ing, Mr.  Fellwoek  also  makes  a  specialty  of  the 
breeding  of  fine  horses,  and  now  has  a  fine  im- 
ported English  shire  liorse  about  ten  years  old. 

On  the  18th  of  April,  1867,  our  subject  wedded 
Miss  Katie  Barrick,  a  native  of  WaNne  County, 
N.  Y.,  born  April  3,  1839.  Mer  education  was 
acquired  in  the  common  schools,  and  she  is  a  lady 
of  gentle  manner  and  kind  and  benevolent  dispo- 
sition. Her  parents  are  both  deceased.  Her  father 
died  in  Yates  County,  N.  Y.,  at  the  age  of  fort3'- 
three  3'ears,  and  his  wife  died  in  Ford  Count}-,  at 
the  age  of  sist}^  Sirs.  Fellwoek  has  one  sister, 
Lydia,  who  is  living  in  Lyman  Township,  and  a 
half  brother,  Levi  J.  Pfaat,  a  resident  of  Fair- 
bury,  111. 

Three  children  were  born  unto  our  subject  and 
Ills  wife,  but  Laura  and  Lewis  both  died  in  infancy. 
Lj'dia  M.  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  A.  Minch,  a  resi- 
dent of  L}man  Township.     She  is  the  only  living 


child  and  the  comfort  of  her  parents.  She  belongs 
to  the  Evangelical  Church,  and  was  married  No- 
vember 19,  1891.  Mr.  and  INIrs.  Fellwoek  are  both 
members  of  the  German  Evangelical  Church,  are 
earnest  workers  in  the  Master's  vineyard  and  for 
many  years  have  been  identified  witli  the  Sunday- 
school  work.  In  politics,  he  is  a  warm  advocate 
of  Republican  prineijjles  and  cast  his  first  Presi- 
dential vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln.  His  upright 
life  and  sterling  worth  have  won  him  high  regard, 
and  he  well  deserves  representation  in  this  volume. 


'RANK    OREN    CULTER.  M.  U.,  the    only 


homeopathic  physician  of  Gibson  City  and 
a  most  successful  practitioner,  i»  a  native 
of  Brown  Count\-,  Ohio,  and  was  born  in  Russell- 
ville.of  that  county,  on  the  8th  of  May,  18(!1.  His 
parents,  Allen  M.  and  Mary  (Geeslin)  Culler,  were 
also  natives  of  Ohio.  The  mother  was  called  to 
her  final  rest  in  the  fall  of  1891,  but  her  husband 
still  survives  and  resides  in  Russellville,  Ohio. 

The  subject  of  tins  sketch  received  his  literary 
education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  town,  clos- 
ing in  the  High  School.  On  leaving  school,  he 
entered  upon  the  stud}'  of  medicine  in  the  Pultc 
Medical  College,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  whence  he 
was  graduated  in  the  Class  of  '87.  On  receiving 
his  dii)loma,  he  began  the  practice  of  his  profession 
in  Dover,  Ky. 

Dr.  Culter  continued  in  that  place  until  he  was 
united  in  marriage,  wliich  important  event  oc- 
curred on  the  28th  of  May,  1889.  The  lady  was 
in  her  maidenhood  Miss  Luc.\'  J.  Aminei',  a  daugh- 
ter of  John  S.  and  Margaret  Ammer,  of  Augusta, 
Ky.  Mrs.  Culter  was  born  and  reared  in  that  place 
and  there  received  her  education.  Immediately 
after  their  marriage,  the  Doctor  and  his  wife  came 
to  Gibson  City,  111.,  where  thev  have  since  resided. 

Dr.  Culter  is  one  of  the  practicing  phj-sicians  of 
his  school  in  Ford  C'ounty  and  has  already  achieved 
prominence  in  his  profession  in  consequence  of  his 
skill,  ability  and  uniform  success  in  practice.  He  is 
one  of  the  prominent  young  business  men  of  the 
place  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
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the  community.  In  political  sentiment,  the  Doc- 
tor is  a  stalwart  Republican,  and  is  a  Presbyterian 
in  religious  atliliatiuns.  Mrs.  Culter  was  reared 
under  the  auspices  of  tlie  Baptist  Ciiurcli  and  be- 
longs to  that  denomination.  This  couple  rank 
higli  in  social  circles  and  he  is  a  member  of 
Gibson  Lodge  No.  733,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  He  is  now 
erecting  a  fine  dwelling  house  in  Gibson  City  and 
designs  malving  tliat  town  liis  permanent  place  of 
residence. 


^>-^^-<^ 
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I  NDREW  JORDAN,  one  of  the  earliest 
i^iMJji  settlors  of  Ford  County  and  one  of  her 
lit  most  successful  farmers,  now  owns  and 
operates  eight  hundred  and  eighty  acres 
of  very  fine  land,  his  home  being  situated  on  sec- 
lion  13,  Drummer  Townshii).  In  accordance  with 
his  enterprising  and  progressive  s|)irit,  his  farm  is 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  vvell  supplied 
with  excellent  buildings  and  good  improvements, 
both  useful  and  ornamental,  which  add  to  its 
value  and  attractive  appearance. 

Mr.  Jordan  was  born  near  Louisville,  Ky., 
August  28,  1828,  and  is  a  son  of  William  and 
Lovica  (Brooks)  Jordan,  both  of  whom  were  na- 
tives of  Virginia  and  located  in  Kentucky  about 
1818.  A  few  years  later,  they  removed  to  Monroe 
County,  near  Gosport,  Ind.,  where  they  spent  the 
remainder  of  their  lives.  The  father  died  about 
18,'35  and  the  mother  about  1849.  By  occupation, 
he  was  a  farmer  and  ever  followed  that  business 
for  a  livelihood.  Himself  and  wife  were  both  ad- 
herents of  the  Baptist  Church  and,  in  politics,  he 
was  a  supporter  of  Democratic  principles. 

Our  subject  was  fifth  in  order  of  birth  in  a  fam- 
ily of  twelve  children.  He  received  but  a  limited 
education  and  remained  with  his  parents  until  he 
had  attained  his  majority,  when  he  started  out  in 
life  for  himself.  With  a  horse  and  ^ii>  in 
money,  he  located  near  Virginia,  Cass  County, 
III.,  and  began  work  as  a  farm  hand,  receiving  813 
per  month.  In  the  fall  of  18.50,  he  returned  to 
Indiana,  and  after  a  short  time  went  to  Bloom- 
ington.  111.,  where  he  worked  foraliout  six  months. 
12 


Ho  then  became  a  resident  of  Cass  County,  111., 
where  he  was  engaged  as  a  farm  hand.  Once  more, 
he  returned  to  Indiana  and  subsequently  located 
in  Champaign  County,  having  purchased  one  hun- 
dred acres  of  land.  A  3-ear  later,  however,  lie  ex- 
changed farms  with  his  father-in-law,  receiving 
eighty  acres,  which  Mr.  Devore  had  enteretl  from 
the  Government. 

Mr.  Jordan  was  married,  on  the  3()th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1852,  to  Miss  Amanda  Devore,  who  was  born 
near  Gosport,  Owen  Count3',  Ind.,  March  16,  1835, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Nicholas  and  Polly  (Ilartzog) 
Devore,  who  were  of  German  lineage.  They  were 
also  members  of  the  Christian  Church,  and,  in  pol- 
itics, Mr.  Devore  was  a  stalwart  Republican.  Im- 
mediately after  their  marriage,  our  subject  and  his 
wife  settled  on  their  farm  in  Champaign  County, 
but  in  March,  1854,  came  to  their  present  home. 
From  time  to  time,  he  added  to  his  possessions 
until  he  became  the  owner  of  eleven  hundred 
acres,  but  has  since  sold  a  portion  of  it  and 
now  owns  eight  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  val- 
uable land.  He  also  owns  and  operates  one  of  the 
largest  brick  and  tile  works  in  the  count}'  and,  in 
connection  with  his  farming,  raises  a  fine  grade  of 
horses  and  cattle.  He  has  been  very  successful  in 
his  business  career  and  his  success  is  vvell  deserved. 
He  bore  all  the  hardships  and  trials  of  frontier  life, 
however.  The  first  home  of  himself  and  wife  was 
a  log  cabin.  They  did  their  first  corn  planting 
under  trying  circumstances.  Mr.  Jordan  would 
take  the  bab}'  (their  son  William)  in  his  arms  and 
plow  for  a  time,  wliile  his  wife  would  drop  the 
corn.  At  length,  he  fixed  a  box  on  top  of  the 
plow  and,  [ilacing  the  little  fellow  in  that,  resumed 
his  work.  There  were  no  near  markets.  Paxton, 
Loda,  Elliott,  Gibson,  Melvin  and  .Sibley,  all  now 
thriving  towns,  were  not  then  laid  out.  They  saw 
the  introduction  of  all  the  railroads  in  this  part  of 
the  county  and  have  been  eye-witnesses  of  much 
of  the  growth  and  development  of  this  community. 

Five  children  have  been  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jordan:  AVilliam,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  in 
Sibley;  James,  a  resident  farmer  of  Kansas;  John, 
who  operates  the  old  homestead;  Lizzie,  wife  of 
Dr.  Camnbell,  a  physician  of  Ft.  Recovery,  Ohio; 
and    Charlie,   who    is  engaged  in  agricultural  [lur- 
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suits  in  Dix  Townslii[).  Tlie  parents  are  people  of 
benevolent  disposition,  hold  membership  with  tiie 
Christian  Church  in  Gibson,  and  take  an  active 
interest  in  its  work.  Church  and  Sunday-school 
were  held  in  tlieir  iionie  and  that  of  their  neigh- 
bors in  the  early  days.  In  the  fall  of  1890,  Mr. 
Jordan  donated  two  hundred  and  twenty  tliousand 
brick  for  the  Ijeautiful  church  editiee  in  wliich  he 
now  worships,  and  which  stands  as  a  monument 
to  his  benevolence.  The  first  Townshi|)  and  the 
first  Presidential  elections  in  Drummer  Township 
were  held  in  his  home,  in  18G1. 

Mr.  Jordan  was  the  Inst  Supervisor  of  Drummer 
Townshii),  which  ofhco  he  filled  for  two  years, 
and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  honored  and 
prominent  citizens  of  the  county.  His  life  has 
been  well  and  worthily  spent,  and  in  the  faithful 
discharge  of  his  duties  and  every  trust  reposed 
in  him,  lie  has  won  the  confidence  and  high  regard 
Of  all. 


J'  ''OHN  McKINNEY,  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
J.  McKinney  &  Son,  has  been  engaged  in 
busine.ss  in  Piper  City  since  1869,  and  is 
one  of  the  honored  pioneers  of  the  county. 
He  is  a  native  of  the  Emerald  Isle.  He  was  born 
in  Cookstown,  near  Belfast,  November  28,  1834, 
and  is  a  son  of  Archibald  McKinney,  who  was  born 
and  reared  in  the  same  locality,  and  was  a  merchant 
in  the  linen  trade.  He  married  Elizabeth  BIcKin- 
ney,  who  bore  the  .same  name  but  was  no  relative, 
and  all  of  the  children  who  are  yet  living  were 
born  in  Ireland.  The  family  left  their  native  land 
in  1847,  sailing  from  Liverpool,  and  after  six 
weeks  arrived  at  Philadelphia.  In  1857,  the  father 
came  West  and  settled  upon  a  tract  of  wild  prairie 
land  in  Brenton  Township,  where  he  resided  until 
eight  years  ago,  since  which  time  he  has  made  his 
home  in  Piper  City.  He  is  now  ninety  3'ears  of 
age,  but  his  wife  died  June  1,  1892,  within  three 
days  of  her  eightieth  birthday.  He  and  his  family 
are  all  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and, 
in  politics,  he  is  a  Republican.  Three  children  are 
yet  living:  John,  of  this  sketch;  Mi-s.  Perry,  who 


is  now  a  widow  and    resides  with   her  father,  and 
Mrs.  McLaughlin,  of  Piper  City. 

Our  subject  spent  the  first  fourteen  years  of  his 
life  in  liis  native  land  and  then  accompanied  his 
jjarents  to  this  country.  He  attended  a  night 
school  in  l'hiladeli)hia,  and  acquired  a  good  Eng- 
lish education.  After  serving  a  five-years'  ap- 
prenticeship to  the  carpenter's  trade,  lie  worked  in 
a  lirick  yard,  and,  in  18.56,  emigrated  to  Illinois, 
and  was  emplojed  on  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad, 
before  the  city  of  Paxton  was  established.  In  1859, 
he  came  to  Piper  City,  before  it  was  laid  out,  where 
he  has  since  made  his  home,  and,  in  1866,  took 
charge  of  the  lumber  department  of  tlie  business  of 
J.  A.  Montelius.  Three  years  later,  he  went  into 
business  for  himself  as  a  lumber-dealer,  and  in 
1871  admitted  his  brother  William  into  partner- 
ship. They  opened  a  furniture  and  hardware 
store  and  the  connection  was  continued  until  1880, 
when  the  brother  died,  and  Mr.  McKinney  was 
again  alone  in  business  until  1888,  when  be  ad- 
mitted his  son  Will  to  partnership.  They  deal 
in  lumber,  carry  a  large  stock  of  hardware  and  fur- 
niture, and  do  an  undertaking  business,  their  sales 
the  past  year  amounting  to  $37,000.  From  the 
beginning,  their  trade  has  constantl3' increased  and 
they  are  well  deserving  the  liberal  patronage  which 
the}-  receive. 

April  23,  1865,  in  this  county,  Mr.  McKinney 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Fredericka  Walrich, 
who  was  born  in  Hanover,  Germany,  and,  when  a 
child,  was  brought  to  this  country.  Tiiey  have 
five  children  living  and  have  lost  one:  Lizzie  R. 
was  married  June  16,  1892,  to  Rev.  Amery  S.  Has- 
kins;  Will  O.,  who  attended  Bryant  ik  Stratton's 
Business  College  of  Cliicago,  has  for  four  years 
been  a  partner  of  his  father  and  is  an  enterprising 
young  business  man;  Kate  M.  graduated  from  the 
Onarga  Academy  in  June,  1892;  Jennie  M.  and 
Emily  F.  are  at  home;  and  Maggie  died  at  the  age 
of  nine  years. 

Mr.  McKinney  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote 
for  Abraham  Lincoln  and  has  since  been  a  stalwart 
supporter  of  Republican  principles.  He  has  served 
as  a  delegate  to  the  county  conventions  and  is  in- 
fluential in  its  councils.  He  has  held  a  number  of 
local  offices,  including  that  of  Township  Collector, 
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and  was  a  member  of  the  Village  Board.  He  and  his 
family  belong  to  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Piper 
City,  of  wliich  ho  was  a  charier  member,  and  of 
which  he  is  now  Trustee,  lie  takes  an  active  part 
in  its  growth  and  vipliuilding.  and  has  lieen  liberal 
with  his  means  in  its  support.  Jlr.  IMcKinney 
came  to  Ford  County  before  it  was  organized  and 
has  been  prominently  connected  with  its  history. 
He  deserves  great  credit  for  what  he  has  done  for 
the  community  and  his  name  sliould  be  enrolled 
among  the  founders  of  Piper  City.  In  his  bu.siness 
career  he  has  met  with  signal  success,  for  which  he 
has  no  one  to  thank  Iiut  himself,  .as  his  prosperity 
has  come  as  the  reward  of  his  own  efforts. 
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Arthur  .swanick  is  now  living    a 

retired  life  in  Roberts.  He  is  a  self-made 
man  and  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of 
the  county.  He  started  out  in  life  empty- 
handed,  with  no  capital  save  a  young  man's  bright 
hope  of  the  future,  but  through  industry,  enter- 
prise and  good  management,  he  has  steadUy  worked 
his  way  upward  to  a  position  of  affluence,  and  the  up- 
right life  that  he  has  lived  is  well  worthy  of 
emulation. 

He  was  born  in  County  Mayo,  Ireland,  Septem- 
ber 16,  1832,  and  is  a  son  of  .lohn  and  Frances 
(Kirkpatrick)  Swanick,  also  natives  of  tlie  same 
county.  The  father  was  a  farmer  and  died  on  the 
Emerald  Isle  when  in  the  [)rime  of  life.  His  wife 
afterward  came  to  America  and  died  in  Roberts 
in  1873.  Of  their  four  sons  and  two  daughters, 
five  are  yet  living:  Arthvir,  of  this  sketch;  Mary, 
wife  of  Peter  Welsh,  a  conti-.actor  of  Saratoga 
Springs,  N.  Y.;  Sarah,  wife  of  Abraham  Code,  a 
boot  and  shoe  merchant  of  La  Salle  County,  111.; 
•John,  an  agriculturist  of  Lyman  Township;  and 
Alexander,  who  makes  his  home  in  Mendota  and  is 
an  employe  on  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy 
Railroad. 

Our  subject  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth  in  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads,  and  on 
attaining  his  m.ajority  decided  to  try  his  fortune 
in  America.     He  sailed  from  Liverpool,  and,  after 


a  voyage  of  six  weeks  and  two  days,  landed  at 
New  York,  from  whence  he  went  to  Saratoga,  that 
State,  where  he  had  friends  living.  After  seven 
years  sjient  in  that  localitj',  he  came  to  Illinois, 
locating  first  in  La  Salle  County,  and  afterward 
residing  in  Kane  County,  where  he  became  ac- 
quainted with  and  married  Miss  Rose  Layden,  a 
native  of  County  Leitrim,  Ireland.  Their  union  was 
celebrated  July  13,  18G2,  and  unUjthem  were  born 
three  daughters  and  a  son.  Their  daughter  Alice, 
who  became  the  wife  of  David  Smith,  of  Lyman 
Township,  died  January  I'J,  1H'J2.  She  was  a  nolile- 
minded  woman  wlio  had  a  host  of  friends  through- 
out this  community.  She  left  a  husband  and  two 
little  daughters  to  mourn  her  loss. 

"We  shall  miss  her,  we  shall  miss  her, 
IMolher,  sister,  friend  .so  dear. 

For  the  face  that  smiled  S(.)  sweetly 
Ne'er  again  shall  greet  us  here. 

"But  the  God  of  truth  and  justice. 
On  whose  bo.som  now  she  le.ans. 

Tells  us  that  unto  the  faithful 

Soon  there'll  be  no  parting  scenes." 

Sarah,  the  second  child  of  the  family,  resides  in 
Roberts;  Susan  is  a  successful  teacher  in  the  puljlic 
schools;  and  .lohn  is  an  enterprising  agriculturist 
of  this  county. 

The  mother  came  to  America  when  a  child  of 
seven  summers,  and  resided  in  New  York  until 
eighteen  years  of  age,  when  she  came  to  Illi- 
nois. Mr.  Swanick 's  first  purcha.se  of  land  con- 
sisted of  eighty  acres  of  raw  prairie,  for  which  he 
paid  $10  per  acre.  It  had  no  improvements 
upon  it,  but  he  built  a  small  frame  house,  16x21 
feet.  As  the  result  of  his  persistent  efforts  and 
industiy,  his  possessions  have  constantly  in- 
creased and  he  is  now  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm  of 
two  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  twenty  .acres  of 
which  are  within  the  village.  He  has  followed  the 
occupation  of  farming  as  his  chief  pursuit,  but  is 
now  living  a  retired  life  in  his  pleasant  home  on 
Main  Street,  where  he  owns  a  comfortable  home  and 
commodious  residence,  which  is  the  abode  of  hos- 
pitality. He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Abraham  Lincoln,  hut  since  that  time  has  voted 
with  the  Democratic  party,  except  at  local 
elections,  when  he  supiiorts  the  man,  regardless  of 
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party  aftiliations.  His  wife  is  a  member  of  the 
Catholic  Cliurch.  He  is  a  public-spirited  gentle- 
man, of  benevolent  disposition,  and  the  poor  and 
needy  never  leave  his  door  empty-handed. 


J.5..5..J..5.  i 


%^_  ENRY  BROCK,  a  retired  farmer  who  makes 
his  home  in  Piper  City,  was  born  in  Tomp- 
kins County,  N.  Y.,  May  8,  1824,  and  is  of 
ij  Scotch  descent.  The  great-grandfather,  ac- 
companied by  two  brothers,  came  from  Scotland  to 
America  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  the 
former  served  in  the  struggle  for  independence. 
He  was  with  Washington  during  tlie  hard  winter 
at  Valk'}-  Forge,  where  the  bleeding  feet  of  the  sol- 
diers made  tracks  upon  the  snow. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Thomas  JJrock,  was 
born  and  reared  in  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  upon 
a  farm,  and  in  an  early  day  removed  to  Tompkins 
County.  After  his  father's  death,  he  and  his  broth- 
ers took  care  of,  and  supported,  the  family.  He 
was  married,  in  that  county,  to  Phuube  AVoodruff,  a 
native  of  Connecticut.  In  politics,  he  was  a  Dem- 
ocrat for  some  years,  and  afterward  became  a  Whig. 
In  religious  belief,  he  was  a  Congregationalist.  He 
died  in  1872,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  j'ears.  His 
wife  survived  him  several  years,  and  passed  away 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four.  During  the  last 
years  of  her  life  she  was  blind.  The  family  numbered 
the  following  children:  Maria,  deceased;  Henry, 
of  this  sketch;  .Tohn,  who  is  living  near  the  old 
homestead;  Laviua,  wife  of  Abel  Baker,  who  was  a 
teacher  in  the  Deaf  .and  Dumb  Asjium  of  Illinois 
for  a  time;  Alfred,  who  lives  on  the  old  homestead 
in  New  York;  Chester,  who  died  in  childhood; 
Alecta,  now  Mrs.  Holister,  of  New  York,  and 
Phoebe;   one  died  in  infancy. 

Our  subject  acquired  his  education  in  the  public 
and  at  a  select  school.  His  school  life  was  ended 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  after  which  he  devoted 
his  entire  time  and  attention  to  farm  work.  On 
attaining  his  majority,  he  began  working  for  him- 
self, and  four  j-ears  later  came  to  Illinois,  in  1849, 
locating  near  Ottawa,  where  he  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits  for  twenty  years.    During  that  time, 


he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  ,T.  Wood- 
ruff, who  died  in  La  Salle  County.  Mr.  Brock  was 
again  married  in  1882,  in  this  couutj',  bis  second 
union  being  with  Mrs.  Marielte  Thomas,  widow  of 
Francis  Thomas.  She  has  one  son  by  her  first  mar- 
riage, John,  who  resides  at  home  and  operates 
eighty  acres  of  land. 

In  1869,  Mr.  Brock  came  to  Ford  County,  and 
purchased  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  unim- 
proved prairie  land  in  Pella  Township.  This  he 
drained,  transforming  the  wild  land  into  rich  and 
fertile  fields,  and  making  it  a  valuable  farm,  upon 
which  he  resided  until  1885,  although  he  continued 
to  operate  his  laud  until  two  years  ago.  His  healtli 
having  failed,  he  has  since  lived  a  retired  life  in 
I'iper  C'il}'.  He  is  a  man  of  good  business  aliility, 
enterprising  and  progressive,  and  by  his  own  efforts 
has  accumulated  his  property. 

Mr.  Brock  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  lodge,  of 
Piper  City.  In  early  life,  he  was  a  supporter  of 
the  Whig  party,  and  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote 
for  Gen.  Taylor.  In  1860,  he  supported  Lincoln, 
and  since  that  time  has  voted  with  the  Republican 
party,  except  in  1872,  when  he  cast  his  ballot  for 
Horace  Greeley.  While  in  La  Salle  County,  he 
served  as  Commissioner  of  Highways,  has  been 
School  Trustee  for  a  number  of  3^eais,  and  has 
served  as  Trustee  of  Piper  City,  but  hasneverbeen 
an  office  seeker.  He  is  recognized  as  one  of  the 
substantial  citizens  of  the  community,  and  is  both 
well  and  favorably  known  throughout  his  adopted 
county. 


jjOBERT  SHAMBUOOK  is  numbered  among 
(T  the  representative  and  enterprising  farm- 
ers of  Lyman  Township.  His  home  is  on 
section  5,  where  he  owns  eighty  acres  of 
arable  land  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and 
well  improved.  The  well-tilled  fields  and  neat  ap- 
pearance of  the  place  indicate  his  thrift  and  enter- 
prise and  his  is  one  of  the  model  farms  of  the  com- 
munity. 

Mr.  Shambrook  was  born    in   Devonshire,   near 
Barnstable,  England,  June    19,   1825,   and  was  the 
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second  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  five  cliil- 
dren,  four  sons  and  one  daughter,  liut  lie  has  only 
one  brother  now  living,  John,  a  successful  fanner, 
who  is  married  and  resides  in  Lyman  Township. 
The  parents  were  Henry  and  Frances  (Braley) 
Shambrook,  both  natives  of  Devonshire.  The 
father  was  a  fanier  and  died  at  the  age  of  sixty 
years.  He  and  his  wife  were  both  members  of  the 
Episcopal  Church. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  but  limited 
educational  advantages,  but  bj'  reading  and  observ- 
ation in  after  life,  he  has  made  himself  a  well-in- 
formed man.  In  1853,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Prudence  Ridge,  also  a  native  of  Devonshire, 
and  with  his  l)ride  sailed  for  America.  Coming  to 
this  country,  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Ford 
County,  111.,  in  1874,  where  he  has  since  carried 
on  farming.  Four  children  were  born  unto  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Shambrook,  and  the  family  circle  yet  re- 
mains unbroken:  Sarah,  wife  of  Martin  Beer,  an 
agriculturist,  by  whom  she  had  five  children;  Fan- 
nie Jane,  wife  of  Henry  Forne}',  a  resident  farmer 
of  Lyman  Township;  John  Henr\',  who  married 
Miss  Jane  Huxtable  and  is  living  in  Lyman  Town- 
ship; and  Elizabeth,  who  also  makes  her  home  in  Ly- 
man Township.  The  mother  of  this  family  died 
October  24,  1875,  and  her  remains  were  interred  in 
Roberts  Cemeter}-.  Mr.  Shambrook  was  again 
married,  September  24,  187C,  at  the  Methodist 
Chapel  in  Barnstable,  lingland,  his  second  union 
being  with  Miss  Grace  Braund,  a  native  of  Barn- 
stable, born  March  13,  1831,  and  a  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Elizabeth  (Green)  Braund. 

After  their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shambrook 
set  sail  for  America  at  Liverpool  and  at  length  ar- 
rived at  Quebec,  whence  they  came  to  Ford 
County.  Since  that  time,  the}'  have  been  resi- 
dents of  Lj'man  Township,  and  are  among  its 
highly  respected  citizens.  They  are  members  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  and  have  taken  much  interest 
in  the  Sunday-school  work.  In  politics,  Mr.  Sham- 
brook has  been  a  stanch  Republican  since  the  or- 
ganization of  the  party.  He  cast  his  first  Presi- 
dential vote  for  Gen.  Winfield  Scott.  He  has 
served  as  School  Director  but  has  never  been  an 
office-seeker,  preferring  to  devote  his  entire  time 
and  attention  to  his  business    interests,    which  he 


has  followed  with  good  success.  He  commenced 
life  in  this  country  as  a  farm  lumd,  workingat  $12 
per  month,  and,  in  addition  to  his  home  farm,  he 
owns  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in 
White  County,  Ind.  His  success  has  all  been  due 
to  his  own  efforts  and  for  it  he  certainlj-  deserves 
much  credit.  He  and  his  wife  are  kind-hearted, 
generous  i)eople  and  are  held  in  the  highest  regard 
by  all  who  know  them  for  their  sterling  worth. 


»>■)*  ^i'^'fc^*^^ 


■^Z  OHN  H.  HOLMES  is  the  resident  and  m.anag- 
ing  partner  of  the  firm  of  Keiser,  Holmes 
&  White,  Elevator  Company,  of  Gibson 
City.  This  company  was  organized  in  De- 
cember, 188(J,  and  does  a  general  grain  and  lumber 
business.  They  have  an  elevator  at  Gibson  which 
has  a  storage  capacity  of  forty-five  thousand  bush- 
els; one  at  East  Lynn,  of  twenty-live  thousand 
bushels,  and  handle  grain  at  Switch  D.  They 
handle  during  the  shipping  season  a  total  of  three 
hundred  thousand  bushels  of  grain.  Their  lumber 
business,  which  is  extensive,  is  limited  to  the  Gibson 
City  yard. 

Mr.  Holmes  was  born  in  Pike  County,  111.,  on 
the  22d  of  Maj',  1851,  and  is  a  son  of  Cyrus  and 
Calista  (Bennett)  Holmes.  His  father  was  born  in 
Waltham,  Mas.s.,  in  1817,  and  his  mother  was  a 
native  of  the  State  of  New  York.  Mr.  Holmes, 
Sr.,  came  to  Illinois  when  about  seventeen  years 
of  age,  and  the  mother  of  our  subject  removed  to 
this  State  in  girlhood.  They  were  married  in 
Princeton,  111.,  and  made  their  home  in  Pike 
County,  where  Mr.  Holmes  engaged  in  farming. 
He  continued  that  occu|)ation  in  Pike  County 
until  1869,  then  moved  on  a  farm  near  Ludlow, 
Champaign  County,  where  he  remained  until  his 
death,  in  1886.  Mrs.  Holmes  survived  her  hus- 
band five  years,  being  called  to  her  final  rest  in 
February,  1891.  They  were  highly  respected 
peo[)le  and  received  the  confidence  of  the  entire 
community  where  they  made  their  home. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm 
until  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  received  his 
education  in  the  country  schools  of  Pike  County. 
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On  the  31st  of  December,  1873,  he  was  married  in 
Ludlow,  111.,  to  Miss  Mary  Clo3'd,  a  daugliter  of 
Archie  Clo3'd,  and  a  native  of  Mercer  County,  Ky. 
Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holmes  have  been  born  four 
children,  but  three  are  now  deceased.  Belva,  their 
eldest,  died  at  tlie  age  of  six  years;  Bertlia,  de- 
ceased, was  of  the  same  age  as  her  sister;  Fa}'  died 
when  eleven  months  old,  and  Stella,  their  only 
living  ehihl,  is  the  youngest. 

In  1877,  Mr.  Ilohnes  removed  witli  his  family  to 
what  is  now  known  as  Fall  River,  Kan.,  and  there 
made  his  home  until  1880,  when  he  returned  to 
Illinois  and  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  for 
two  years.  He  came  to  Gibson  City  in  August, 
1882,  and  engaged  in  buying  and  shipiung  hay 
until  1886,  since  which  time  he  h.as  been  buying 
and  shipping  grain.  He  li.as  been  very  successful 
in  his  present  business,  and  is  one  of  the  industri- 
ous and  enterprising  citizens  of  (iibson. 

In  i)olitical  sentiment,  Mr.  Holmes  is  a  stanch 
Republican,  and  while  in  Kansas  was  Township 
Treasurer,  and  since  coming  to  Gibson  City  has 
served  one  term  as  Village  Trustee.  Our  subject 
and  his  estimable  wife  are  consistent  members  of 
tlie  Christian  Church,  and  have  been  identified 
with  that  body  for  the  past  twenty-four  years.  As 
a  business  man  and  citizen,  Mr.  Holmes  takes  rank 
among  the  enterprising  and  public-spirited  citizens 
of  Gibson,  and  has,  liy  strict  integrity  and  correct 
business  and  social  habits,  won  the  esteem  and  re- 
spect of  those  who  know  him  best. 


*^^S 


3|8^^ 


'^  OlIN  E.  BUNKER,  who  is  engaged  in  gen- 
eral farming  on  section  3,  Lyman  Town- 
ship, IS  a  native  of  the  Pine  Tree  State.  He 
_  w.as  born  in  Somerset  County,  M.ay  2,'), 
1839,  and  is  a  son  of  .John  G.  and  Sylvira  (Rollins) 
Bunker.  His  father  was  a  Maine  farmer  and  liis 
death  occurred  many  years  ago.  His  wife,  who  is 
also  a  native  of  Alaine,  is  yet  living  at  the  age  of 
seventy-eight  3e.ars  and  m.akes  her  home  with  lier 
son  .Tohn.  They  had  a  family  of  five  sons  and 
one  daughter,  four  of  whom  are  yet  living:  Henry, 
W.,  who  is  married  .and    is  a  barber  of    Canada; 


John,  of  this  sketch;  Stephen  F.,  who  is  married 
and  follows  farming  in  Howard,  Minn.;  and  Mar- 
tin L.,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  in  East  Wil- 
ton, Me. 

Mr.  Bunker,  whose  name  heads  this  record,  has 
been  dependent  upon  his  own  exertions  since  tlie 
age  of  sixteen  years,  when  he  shipped  from  Port- 
land, Me.,  on  a  coaster  and  did  not  again  see  his 
native  land  for  four  and  a  half  years.  Tlie  vessel, 
"Desdemona,"  was  under  command  of  Capt.  Smith, 
and  during  the  long  voyage  encountered  some  se- 
vere storms.  Mr.  Bunker  next  went  to  Australia 
on  a  merchantman,  visiting  the  East  Indies,  Cal- 
cutta and  tlie  most  important  cities  of  China;  he  also 
went  up  the  Ganges  and  Hoogly  Rivers.  He  then 
went  to  London,  England,  and  after  a  short  time 
returned  to  New  York,  having  been  aw.ay  for  two 
years  and  eight  months.  This  was  in  1861,  and  he 
afterward  joined  the  United  States  navy  under 
Capt.  Smith,  serving  as  Quartermaster  of  the  vessel, 
which  was  stationed  near  Fortress  iSIonroe  to  pro- 
tect the  co.ast.  He  was  in  the  service  for  one  3'ear, 
and  was  then  in  the  lighthouse  service  for  a  time, 
after  which  he  returned  iionie  and  began  rigging 
sailing-ships  for  use  during  the  war. 

On  the  24th  of  November,  1864,  Mr.  Bunker 
wedded  ISliss  Hannah  M.  Bigclow,  a  native  of 
Somerset  County,  Me.,  liorn  .lune  16,  1842,  and  a 
daughter  of  Saw3'er  and  Elizabeth  Bigclow.  Her 
father  was  a  farmer  of  Maine  and  died  at  the  age 
of  eighty  3'ears.  Her  mother  is  still  living  in  the 
Pine  Tree  State  and  is  about  sixty-five  3ears  of 
age.  Mr.  and  j\lrs.  Bunker  have  had  five  children, 
three  sons  and  two  daughters,  four  of  whom  are 
yet  living:  Luolla,  who  was  educated  in  Roberts, 
and  was  a  successful  teacher,  is  the  wife  of  Hany 
E.  Fairley,  a  farmer;  Irvin  G.  wedded  Maiy  Ar- 
nold and  is  a  resident  farmer  of  Iroquois  County; 
Everett  aids  his  father  in  the  labors  of  the  farm; 
and  Irene  is  vet  attending  school. 

In  1867.  Mr.  Bunker  and  his  wife  bade  good- 
b3'e  to  their  home  in  the  East  and  emigrated  to 
Illinois.  They  spent  a  short  time  in  Chicago  and 
then  removed  to  Grundy  County,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  farming  until  1870.  when  they  came  to 
L3'man  Township  and  have  since  been  numbered 
among    its    highly-respected   citizens.       They    are 
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members  of  the  Congrej»atioiial  Chuieh  and  their 
upright  lives  iiave  won  them  the  liigli  regard  of 
all.  Their  plea.s.ant  home,  which  is  tiie  abode  of 
hospitality,  is  located  on  an  eighty-acre  farm, 
whose  rich  and  fertile  fields  jield  a  golden  tribute 
to  the  care  and  cultivation  of  the  owner.  Mr. 
Bunker  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Gen. 
Grant,  and  the  Republican  party  has  ever  found 
in  him  a  standi  advocate  of  its  principles.  lie  has 
been  olHcially  connected  with  the  school  of  Lyman 
Township  for  a  number  of  years,  and  while  in  Roli- 
erts  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education. 
Sociall3%  he  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army. 


•i^s-i^ 


_^ 


jp^REDERTCK  E.  STEINMANN,  who  is  en- 
lT^(g))  gaged  in  general  fanning  and  stoek-rais- 
l^  "  ing  on  section  C>,  Wall  Township,  is  a 
native  of  Prussia.  He  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Blossheim,  on  the  2Gth  of  August,  1832,  and  is  a 
son  of  Gerhardt  and  INIary  (Becker)  Steinmann, 
both  of  whom  were  born  and  reared  in  the  same 
locality,  and  the  father  served  in  the  German 
army.  Seven  children  were  born  of  their  union  in 
Germanj^  the  eldest  of  whom  is  Frederick;  Louisa 
is  the  wife  of  Henry  Spellmeyer;  William  and 
Ernest  died  in  Germany;  Henry,  whose  sketch  ap- 
jjears  elsewhere  in  this  work,  is  a  farmer  of  Wall 
Township;  Katherina  is  the  widow  of  .Joe  Feldhus, 
and  resides  in  St.  Louis;  and  Cliarlotte  is  the  wife 
of  George  Spellmeyer. 

Our  subject  spent  his  childiiood  days  in  his  na- 
tive land,  crossing  the  Atlantic  to  America  when 
twenty-five  yeai-s  of  age.  This  was  in  1857,  and 
in  1866  the  other  members  of  the  family  emi- 
grated to  America.  Tlie  fatlier,  who  was  born  in 
September,  1802,  died  at  the  home  of  Henry  Spell- 
meyer, in  Ford  County,  in  1875.  His  wife  died 
in  her  native  land  in  1858,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five 
years.  Frederick  acquired  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  Germany,  which  he  attended  for  eight 
years,  and  later  worked  in  the  coal  mines  for  four 
years.  He  also  served  for  two  years  in  the  Ger- 
man army  as  a  member  of  the  Fifteenth  Infantry, 


and  in  1857  he  sailed  from  Bremen,  landing  at 
New  Orleans  after  a  voyage  of  nine  weeks.  He 
tlien  made  his  way  up  tlie  river  to  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  where  ho  lived  seven  and  one-half  years,  and 
for  two  years  and  a  half  was  employed  in  a  foun- 
dry, and  three  years  in  a  shot  tower  and  brick- 
yard. Subsequently,  he  joined  Company  A,  of  the 
Second  Missouri  Regiment,  and  for  two  years  did 
service  with  that  command,  being  principallj'  en- 
gaged in  border  warfare. 

On  the  expiration  of  that  time,  Mr.  Steinmann 
was  advised  liy  his  pliysician  to  leave  the  city  on 
account  of  poor  health,  and  he  determined  to 
come  to  Illinois,  and  after  four  years  spent  in  La 
Salle  County,  where  he  followed  farming,  came  to 
Ford  County  in  1870.  He  here  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  wild  prairie  land,  upon  which  he  3'et 
makes  his  home,  but  now  owns  six  hundred  and 
forty-seven  acres.  Besides  the  home  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section  6,  Wall  Town- 
shii),  he  has  two  eighty-acre  tracts  of  land  on  sec- 
tion 16,  Lj'inan  Township;  two  on  section  2,  and 
one  eighty-acre  tract  on  section  23,  Lyman  Town- 
ship, and  one  eighty-seven  acre  tract  of  laud  on 
section  12,  Peach  Orchard  Township.  The  home 
farm  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and 
))uildings  and  other  iniiuovements  indicate  the 
progressive  spirit  of  the  owner,  who  is  now  doing 
a  successful  business  as  a  general  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser.  His  life  li.as  been  a  busy  one,  yet  he  has 
found  time  to  aid  in  the  advancement  of  those 
enterprises  calculated  to  promote  the  best  interests 
of  the  community.  In  politics,  Mr.  Steinmann  is 
a  Republican.  He  has  served  .as  School  Director 
for  fifteen  years  and  the  cause  of  education  has 
found  in  him  a  warm  friend.  He  and  his  wife  and 
children  are  members  of  the  German  Methodist 
Church,  of  Melvin. 

Mr.  Steinmann  was  married  in  (iermany,  on  tlic 
25th  of  May,  1857,  just  prior  to  emigrating  to 
America,  his  union  being  with  Miss  Louisa  Spell- 
meyer. Her  father,  Gotlieb  Spellmeyer,  who  was 
born  in  Germany,  April  9,  1806,  and  died  in  April, 
1888,  at  the  home  of  his  daughter,  when  about 
eighty-one  years  of  age,  had  .seven  children,  of 
whom  five  are  living.  Mr.  Spellmeyer  came  to 
America  in  the  year  1857.     He  was  a   member  of 
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the  Lutheran  Church,  and,  in  politics,  was  a  Demo- 
crat. His  wife,  who  bore  tlie  maiden  n.ame  of 
Carolina  Kuster,  was  liorn  in  Germany,  January 
1,  1807,  and  died  in  1880.  She  also  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Lutheran  Church.  Mrs.  Steinmann  was 
educated  in  the  German  schools.  She  was  a  kind 
and  loving  wife  and  mother,  and  has  been  a  valu- 
able helpmate  to  her  husband,  with  whom  she  has 
traveled   life's  journey  for  thirty-five  years. 

Unto  this  worthy  couple  have  been  born  ten 
children,  seven  of  whom  are  yet  living,  as  follows: 
Carrie  was  married.  May  28.  1884,  to  Adam  Schafer, 
a  merchant  of  iSIelvin;  Henry,  who  was  educated 
in  Xapjrvillo  College,  of  Napcrville,  111.,  and  is 
Mr.  Sclialer's  partner  in  business,  married  Susanna 
Schafer  October  6,  1886,  and  their  home  is  in  Mel- 
vin;  Louisa  J.,  Frederick  W.;  Mary  W.,  Emma  M. 
and  .lohnnie  L.  are  still  at  home.  The  four  eldest 
children  were  born  in  St.  Louis,  the  others  are 
natives  of  Illinois.  The  family  is  widely  and  fa- 
voralily  known  in  this  community  and  lanks  high 
in  social  circles.  Mr.  Steinmann  is  one  of  tlie 
most  prominent  farmers  of  Wall  Townsliip,  and 
is  an  inlluential  and  valued  citizen. 


C.  MAXSON,  a  practical  and  progressive 
farmer  of  Lyman  Township,  residing  on 
section  14,  claims  Connecticut  as  the  State 
^0  of  his  nativity.     He  was   born  February 

8,  1821,  and  traces  his  ancestry  back  to  the  days 
when  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  landed  on  the  shores  of 
Massachusetts.  His  parents  were  Amos  Champaign 
and  Elizabeth  (Tinker)  Maxson.  His  father  was 
born  in  Connecticut,  and  was  a  carpenter  by  trade. 
In  politics,  he  was  a  Democrat,  and  in  religious  be- 
lief was  a  Baptist.  He  died  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
three  years.  His  family  numbered  four  sons  and 
two  daughters,  but,  with  the  exception  of  our 
subject,  only  one  is  now  living,  Nancy,  who  re- 
sides in  Connecticut,  at  the  age  of  ninety-two.  The 
early  boyhood  daj's  of  our  subject  were  spent  un- 
der the  parental  roof,  where  he  remained  until 
fourteen  years  of  age,  when  he  shipped  aboard  a 
sailing-vessel  on  the  high   seas,  leaving  New  York 


on  a  packet  bound  for  London.  He  followed  this 
life  for  seven  years,  and  became  mate  of  a  vessel. 
He  lias  sailed  to  the  Sandwich  Islands,  Havre, 
Rotterdam,  Italy,  Sicily,  Antwerp,  and  around  Cape 
Horn.  He  made  fifteen  voyages  on  the  "Welling- 
ton" to  London,  one  on  the  "Hector"  to  Mobile, 
one  each  to  Liverpool  on  the  "Metoka,"  the  "Si- 
dons"  and  the  "Cornelia,"  one  eacii  to  London  on 
the  "Toronto"  and  the  "IMontreal;"  was  second 
mate  on  the  brig  "Republic"  during  three  voy- 
ages, and  the  brig  "Mettamora"  on  two  voyages 
to  Appalachicola,  was  boatswain  on  two  voyages  to 
Liverpool,  was  first  mate  on  the  "Sampson"  on 
three  voyages,  on  the  barque  "Curtis"  from  New 
Orleans  to  Philadelphia,  on  the  brig  "Emeline,"  on 
the  brig  "Ocilla,  which  went  around  Cape  Horn  to 
California,  on  the  barque  "Mayflower,"  for  two 
years,  on  the  "Sir  Robert  Peel,"  during  two  voy- 
ages, and  the  "Lenore,"  and  the  "American  Con- 
gress" during  one  voyage.  He  was  Captain  of  the 
ships  "Tonera,"  and  "Edwina"  each  a  voyage. 
He  was  on  the  high  seas  for  about  a  quarter  of  a 
century,  during  which  time  they  encountered  many 
severe  storms,  and  on  one  occasion  the  crew  were 
at  the  pumps  for  seven  days  and  seven  nights. 

In  1852,  Mr.  Maxson  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Pliwbe  Elizabeth  Pierson,  a  native  of 
Lime,  Conn.,  and  unto  them  were  born  three  sons 
and  three  daughters,  all  yet  living,  namely:  Effie 
Louise,  who  was  educated  in  Grand  Prairie  Semin- 
ary in  Onarga,  and  is  a  successful  teacher  of  this 
county;  Laura,  wife  of  Henry  Clay  Miner,  of  Gen- 
esee County,  N.  Y.;  Bertha,  wife  of  John  Dopi)S, 
of  Bloomington,  III.;  John  Arthur,  who  is  married 
and  resides  in  Brenton  Township;  Pierson  R.,  who 
is  married,  and  is  employed  in  the  shops  of  the 
Chicago  &  Alton  Railroad  at  Bloomington,  111.; 
and  Wilber  R.,  who  completes  the  family.  The 
mother  de|iarted  this  life  July  IS),  1879,  and  her 
remains  were  interred  in  Roberts  Cemetery,  where 
a  beautiful  monument  marks  her  last  resting  place. 

In  1859,  Mr.  Maxson  came  to  Ford  County,  then 
a  part  of  Vermilion  County,  and,  although  he  has 
resided  upon  the  same  farm,  has  lived  in  two  coun- 
ties and  three  different  township  organizations, 
Stockton,  Brenton  and  L3-man.  He  entered  one 
hundred   and  sixty  acres  of  raw   land  upon  which 
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not  a  furrow  had  been  turned  or  an  improvement 
made.  Gibson,  Melviii,  Roberts  and  Piper  City 
were  not  tlien  laid  out,  and  wild  game  roamed 
over  the  prairies  upon  which  those  towns  are  now 
located.  Mr.  Maxson  now  owns  eighty  acres  of 
improved  land  and  his  valuable  farm  yields  to  him 
a  good  income.  In  his  political  afliliations,  he  is  a 
Republican,  but  lias  never  sought  or  desired  public 
office,  preferring  to  devote  his  entire  time  and  at- 
tention to  his  business  interests.  His  career  has 
been  a  checkered  one,  yet  one  of  honor,  and  he  is 
regarded  as  one  of  the  valued  and  representative 
citizens  of  Ford  Count}'.  He  is  also  numbered 
among  its  honored  pioneers,  having  been  an  eye- 
witness of  its  growth  and  upbuilding  for  a  third 
of  a  centur}'. 


^ 


ARON  BROWN,  recently  deceased,  was  a 
native  of  Piper  City.      In    presenting  to 
I    w    our  readers  a  sketch  of  this  gentleman,  we 
^fl  give  the  record  of  a  self-made  man,  one 

who  by  his  own  efforts  worked  his  way  upward 
from  a  humble  position  in  life  to  one  of  affluence, 
and  his  example  in  man}'  respects  is  well  worthy 
of  emulation.  He  was  born  in  Lancaster  County, 
Pa.,  March  29,  18.36,  and  was  a  son  of  Chilstian 
and  Elizabeth  (Hoover)  Brown,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  They  removed  to 
the  West  about  1850,  locating  in  Peoria  County, 
111.,  where  Mr.  Brown  purchased  a  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres,  nine  miles  from  Peoria,  and 
there  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  his  death  oc- 
curring December  2,  1879.  His  wife  passed  away 
March  6,  1881,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years, 
eleven  months  and  twenty-nine  d.ays.  Mi-.  Brown 
was  a  successful  business  man  and  made  a  good 
home.  In  politics,  lie  was  a  Democrat  and  was  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The  family 
numbered  ten  children:  .John,  deceased;  Jacob  and 
Samuel  (twins),  who  died  in  childhood;  Celinda, 
deceased;  Reuben,  who  was  killed  by  lightning; 
Henry,  deceased;  Elizabeth,  now  Mrs.  Fisher,  of 
Woodford  County,  111.;  Mrs.  Mary  L.  Stoner,  of 
Taylor  County,  Iowa;    Christian  II.,  who  is  em- 


ployed in  a  corn-planter  works  in   Peoria;    and 

Aaron. 

The  boyhood  days  of  our  subject  were  spent  in 
the  Keystone  State,  where  his  education  was 
acquired  in  the  primitive  log  scliools  with  its 
slab  seats.  At  the  age  of  fourteen,  he  came  to  Illi- 
nois and  before  attaining  his  majority  started  out 
in  life  for  himself.  From  18.58  until  near  the  close 
of  his  life,  he  followed  the  occupation  of  farm- 
ing, but  in  1865,  he  laid  aside  all  business  cares 
and,  on  the  16th  of  February,  joined  Company  G, 
of  the  Fourteenth  Illinois  Infantry.  The  regi- 
ment marched  through  to  Raleigh  and  joined  Sher- 
man's Arm}'.  After  the  surrender  of  Johnson, 
they  went  to  Richmond,  Va.  They  were  under 
Gen.  Sherman  at  the  battles  of  Farkersburg,  Va., 
and  Louisville,  Ivy.,  and  participated  in  the  grand 
review  in  Washington.  Mr.  Brown  was  in  the  ser- 
vice for  eight  months,  during  which  time  he  trav- 
eled many  hundreds  of  miles.  On  his  return 
home,  he  resumed  farming  in  Peoria  County, 
where  he  remained  for  two  or  three  years,  then 
went  to  Livingston  County,  where  he  spent  four- 
teen years.  In  1883,  he  moved  to  Ford  County, 
which  was  his  home  until  his  death,  and  in  Pella 
Township  the  family  still  owns  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  good  land,  although  they  now  make 
their  home  in  Piper  City. 

Mr.  Brown  was  married  in  Peoria  County,  Jan- 
uary 26,  1858,  the  lady  of  his  clioice  being  Miss 
Sarah  II.  Pierce,  a  native  of  that  county  and  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Williur)  Pierce,  who 
emigrated  from  Massachusetts  to  Illinois  in  1838, 
becoming  early  settlers  of  Peoria,  where  the  father 
followed  the  occupation  of  carpentering.  They 
had  a  family  of  eight  children:  Frank,  who  is  now 
living  retired  in  Oregon;  Mary,  who  died  in  child- 
hood; Mrs.  Mary  L.  Conover,  of  Peoria;  Henry  C, 
who  served  as  Fife  Major  during  the  late  war  in 
the  Forty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry,  is  now  de- 
ceased; Mrs.  Brown  is  the  nest  younger;  Charles 
died  in  infancy;  and  Charles,  the  second  of  that 
name,  who  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  late  war,  is  a 
resident  of  Chicago;  Samuel  resides  in  Brenton 
Township. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  were  born  the  fol- 
lowing children,  viz:   Mrs.  Anna  F.   Ives,  now  of 
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Forest,  Livingston  County;  Elizabeth,  deceased; 
Carrie  P.,  wife  of  Tlionias  Clark,  of  Culloni,  111.; 
Celinda,  deceased;  Ida,  wife  of  Edward  Ilevener, 
a  fanner,  of  Pella  Township;  Sadie,  wife  of  Al- 
bert McKinney,  of  Piper  City;  Charles,  who  died 
in  childhood;  Lula,  Mabel,  Willie  and  Iva,  at 
home.  The  children  have  all  received  good  edu- 
cational advantages  and  the  older  ones  are  now 
occupying  useful  and  responsible  positions  in  life. 
Mrs.  Brown  and  all  the  children,  save  the  young- 
est two,  are  Presb3'terians,  as  was  also  Mr.  Brown, 
who  served  as  a  Trustee.  They  are  worthy  citi- 
zens of  the  communitj',  and  have  the  warm  regard 
of  many  friends.  In  politics,  Mr.  Brown  was  a 
Republican,  having  supported  that  party  since  he 
cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Abraham  Lin- 
coln. On  the  eveningof  tlie  10th  of  May,  1892,  he 
with  his  family  attended  a  church  social,  returning 
home  at  half  past  ten  o'clock.  Within  a  few  min- 
utes, he  complained  of  not  feeling  well;  medical 
aid  was  called,  but  nothing  could  be  done  to  re- 
lieve him.  At  two  o'clock  the  next  morning,  his 
spirit  took  its  flight.  His  loss  was  mourned  by  his 
family  and  many  friends,  for  he  was  a  kind  father, 
husband  and  valued  citizen.  His  remains  were 
laid  to  rest  in  the  Chatsworth  Cemeterj'. 


.^s^  II.  KIBLINGER  is  tlie  popular  proprietor 
.and  host  of  the  Cit^'  Hotel,  of  Piper  City. 
He  began  business  in  this  line  on  the  1st 
of  September,  1891,  and  has  already 
worked  up  a  liberal  patronage,  of  which  he  is  well 
deserving.  He  has  the  house  supplied  witii  all 
modern  conveniences.  It  is  neatly  and  tastefully 
kept  and  has  found  favor  with  the  tr.aveling 
public. 

Mr.  Kiblinger  was  born  in  Springfield,  Ohio,  on 
the  11th  of  Januar}',  1856.  His  grandfather,  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania  and  of  German  descent, 
located  in  the  Buckeye  State  at  an  early  daj',  and 
there  followed  farming  until  his  death.  His  son 
Lemuel  was  born  on  a  farm  near  Si)ringfield  in 
1833,  and  in  his  youth  served  an  apprenticeship  to 
the   carpenter's    trade,    which  lie    followed   for   a 


number  of  j'ears.  In  1854,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Rebecca  Heller,  who  w.as  born 
in  Springfield,  Ohio,  and  was  of  German  descent. 
After  the  birth  of  our  subject,  they  emigrated  to 
Illinois,  in  1856, locating  upon  a  farm  near  Bloom- 
ington,  where  the  family  circle  was  increased  by 
the  birtli  of  several  other  children.  In  the  spring 
of  1874,  the}'  came  to  Ford  County,  locating  upon 
a  farm  south  of  Piper  Cilj'.  Tlie  death  of  the  fa- 
ther occurred  Februar}'  11,  1890,  in  Piper  City, 
where  his  widow  is  still  living.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber and  one  of  tlie  founders  of  the  Methodist 
Church  in  this  pLace,  and  an  earnest  worker  in 
both  church  and  Sunday-school,  as  is  Mrs.  Kib- 
linger. In  politics,  he  was  a  AVliig  until  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Republican  party,  and  was  a 
highly  respected  citizen  of  the  communitj'.  In 
the  family  are  six  children,  of  whom  our  subject 
is  the  eldest;  Frank  is  engaged  in  the  insurance 
business;  Albert  is  a  cari)enter;  Hester  Ann  is  the 
wife  of  James  W.  Jeffery;  Yale  is  a  carpenter  of 
Piper  City;  and  Elizabeth,  the  youngest,  makes 
her  home  with  her  mother. 

The  boyhood  daj's  of  our  subject  were  spent 
upon  his  father's  farm  near  Bloomington,  and  in 
the  winter  season  he  attended  the  district  schools 
of  the  neighborhood  until  eighteen  years  of  age. 
Two  years  later,  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself 
and  began  farming  in  Ford  Count}',  when  he 
turned  his  attention  to  carpentering,  which  trade 
he  had  previously  learned  with  his  fatiier.  He 
h.as  done  considerable  contracting  and  building, 
and  is  an  expert  workman.  He  worked  at  his 
trade  in  sixteen  different  States,  extending  from 
Dakota  to  Florida  north  and  south,  and  from 
Illinois  to  Colorado  east  and  west.  On  the  1st  of 
September,  1891,  he  took  charge  of  the  City 
Hotel,  as  before  stated,  and  is  now  the  owner  of 
the  house. 

On  the  20th  of  August,  1891,  in  Bloomington, 
III.,  Mr.  Kiblinger  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss 
Jennie  Taylor,  who  w.as  born  in  Peoria  County.  III., 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Taylor,of  PcUa  Town- 
ship. This  worthy  couple  are  widely  and  favor- 
ably known  throughout  the  community.  In  his 
social  relations,  our  suliject  is  a  j\Iason  and  an 
Odd  Fellow,  and,  in    his  political  attiliations,  he 
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is  a  Republican,  having  supported  that  party  siace 
he  attained  his  iiiajority.  lie  belongs  to  the  fire 
company  of  Piper  City  and  has  been  a  member 
of  tlie  Town  Board  for  two  years.  A  straight- 
forward and  upright  business  man,  lie  is  winning 
his  way  upward  by  liis  own  industrious  efforts,  and 
well  deserves  success.  He  lias  gained  the  respect 
and  confidence  of  all  with  wliom  business  or  so- 
cial relations  have  brought  him  in  contact  and  it 
is  with  pleasure  that  we  present  this  record  of  his 
life  to  our  readers. 


ICIIAEL  IMM  is  numbered  among  the 
early  settlers  of  the  countj',  having  since 
1862  made  his  home  on  section  35,  Peach 
Orchard  Township,  where  he  owns  a  good 
and  well-improved  farm  of  eighty  acres.  His  life 
record  is  as  follows:  He  was  born  on  the  25th  of 
February,  1834,  in  Prussia,  Germany,  and  is  a  son 
of  Michael  and  JMary  (Blising)  Imm.  His  parents 
were  both  natives  of  Prussia,  and  his  father  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  following  that  business 
throughout  his  entire  life.  In  their  family  were 
seven  children,  four  sons  and  three  daughters, 
namely:  Minnie,  Michael,  William,  Samuel,  God- 
frey, Catherine  and  Dolly. 

The  educational  advantages  of  our  suliject  were 
limited,  for  he  attended  school  only  until  thir- 
teen years  of  age,  but  since  arriving  at  years  of 
maturity  reading  and  observation  liave  largely 
counteracted  this  deficiency  of  his  youth,  and  he 
is  a  well-informed  man.  He  remained  with  his 
parents  until  186C,  when,  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
two  years,  he  bade  good-bye  to  his  old  home  and 
emigrated  to  America.  The  voyage  lasted  seven 
weeks,  but  at  length  the  vessel  reached  the  harbor 
of  New  York  in  safety,  and  from  that  city  Mr. 
Imm  made  his  way  to  Chicago.  He  finally  located 
in  Marshall  Count}',  111.,  where  he  began  working 
by  the  month  on  a  farm,  and  was  thus  employed 
for  four  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  period, 
he  came  to  Ford  County,  in  1871,  and,  having 
saved  some  capital  as    the  result  of  his    industry 


and  economy,  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  on 
section  35,  Peach  Orchard  Township,  where  he  has 
since  made  his  home. 

In  1873,  Mr.  Imm  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Mi.ss 
Tina  Gurkee,  and  unto  them  were  born  four  chil- 
dren, but  two  of  the  number  died  in  infancy.  Two 
daughters,  Minnie  and  Tina,  still  reside  with  their 
father,  who,  in  1884,  was  called  upon  to  mourn 
the  loss  of  his  wife. 

When  Mr.  Imm  located  upon  his  land  it  was  in 
its  primitive  condition,  hardly  an  improvement 
having  been  made,  but  he  plowed  and  planted  it 
and  continued  its  cultivation,  until  now  eighty 
acres  of  well-cultivated  land  yield  a  golden  trib- 
ute to  the  cai'e  and  labor  lie  liestows  upon  it.  The 
place  presents  a  neat  and  attractive  appearance, 
and  the  owner  is  accounted  one  of  the  pr.actical 
and  enterprising  farmers  of  the  community.  What- 
ever success  he  has  achieved  in  life  is  due  to  his 
own  efforts,  for  became  to  yVmerica  empty-handed, 
and  has  worked  his  way  upward  by  indomitable 
will  and  energy.  He  has  met  with  some  reverses, 
but,  all  in  all,  his  prosperity  has  been  achieved 
without  aid.  He  exercises  his  right  of  franchise 
in  support  of  the  Republican  party  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  German  Lutheran  Church. 

^   -    '^^■<  J,  .>-r^^  ,a s 

«     — ' '— S]  <"  T '">  l^~^ g) 

UGUST  BUCHHOLZ,  one  of  the  extensive 
land-owners  and  a  prominent  and  infiii- 
ential  citizen  of  Ford  County,  residing  on 
section  1,  Peach  Orchard  Township,  claims 
Prussia  as  the  land  of  his  nativity,  and  the  date  of 
his  birth  was  August  14,  1824.  His  parents  were 
Christopher  and  Elizabeth  Buchholz,  and  their  fam- 
ily numl)ered  four  sons  and  two  daughters:  Henry, 
Elizabeth,  William,  Rica,  August  and  Charles,  but 
our  subject  is  now  the  only  surviving  one.  His 
father  was  a  shoemaker  and  followed  that  trade 
in  pursuit  of  fortune.  Both  he  and  his  wife  have 
also  passed  away. 

August  Buchholz  attended  the  common  schools 
until  fourteen  years  of  age  and  then  U'arned  the 
shoemaker's  trade,  at  which  he  worked  with  his 
father  until  twenty  years  of  age,  when  he  enlisted 
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in  the  army  iu  his  native  land,  serving  a  term  of 
three  years.  He  continued  to  reside  in  Prussia 
until  1)^52,  wlien  he  bade  good-b3e  to  home  and 
friends  and  embarked  for  America  upon  a  sailing- 
vessel  which  reached  New  York  about  a  month 
later.  He  then  continued  his  journey  across  the 
country  to  Chicago,  then  just  beginning  to  be  a 
town  of  some  importance,  and  there  commenced  to 
work  at  his  trade  for  ^4  per  month.  After  a  short 
time,  however,  lie  began  work  on  the  Illinois  Cen- 
tral Railroad,  which  was  then  in  process  of  build- 
ing, and  was  thus  employed  for  about  a  year,  after 
which  he  went  to  Magnolia.  Putnam  Countj',  and 
established  a  shoe  shop,  carrying  on  business  in 
that  line  until  1865.  In  that  year,  he  removed  to 
Marshall  County,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  for 
two  years,  after  which  he  came  to  Ford  County  and 
purchased  three  hundred  and  twent3' acres  of  land, 
located  on  section  1,  Peach  Orchard  Township. 
Here  he  has  made  his  home  continuously  since,  car- 
rying on  general  farming  and  stock-raising,  and  in 
all  his  business  undertakings  he  has  met  with  that 
success  which  conies  as  the  result  of  industry-,  en- 
terprise and  perseverance,  supplemented  by  good 
management  and  close  attention  to  all  the  details 
of  business.  As  his  financial  resources  have  in- 
creased, he  h.as  added  to  his  possessions,  until  his 
lands  now  aggregate  about  fifteen  hundred  acres. 
Besides  his  home  farm,  he  now  owns  eighty  acres 
on  section  35,  and  one  hundred  and  sixtj'  acres  on 
section  10,  Peach  Orchard  Township;  one  hundred 
and  sixty-eight  acres  in  L3'man  Township;  thiee 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Oceola  County,  Iowa; 
and  six  hundred  acres  of  improved  land  in  Jack- 
son County,  Minn. 

On  the  14th  of  October,  1855,  Mr.  Buchholz  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Caroline  Funte. 
Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  eight  children, 
and  the  familj'  circle  is  still  unbroken  at  this  writ- 
ing, the  spring  of  1892.  The  three  eldest,  Charles, 
Albert  and  William,  are  all  business  men  of  Mel- 
vin;  Amanda  and  Emma  are  at  home;  Frank  and 
Laura  are  attending  the  Normal  College  of  Bloom- 
ington.  111.,  and  May  completes  the  number.  The 
Buchholz  household  is  the  abode  of  hospitality  and 
its  members  rank  high  in  social  circles. 

In  his  political  affiliations,  Mr.  Buchholz  is  a  Re- 


publican but  has  never  sought  or  desired  public 
office,  preferring  to  devote  his  entire  attention  to 
his  business,  which  he  has  followed  with  signal 
success.  He  may  truly  be  called  a  self-made  man 
and  his  life  should  serve  to  encourage  others,  who, 
like  himself,  have  to  start  out  to  fight  life's  battle 
empty-handed.  He  is  now  one. of  the  wealthy  cit- 
izens of  the  county'  as  well  as  one  of  the  leading 
men,  and  it  is  with  pleasuie  that  we  present  this 
sketch  to  our  readers. 


"if  OSEPH  FARLIN,  deceased,  was  born  in 
Tazewell  County,  111.,  April  10,  1858,  and 
died  at  his  home  in  Drummer  Township,  on 
the  9th  of  September,  1887,  respected  bj'  all 
who  knew  him.  His  parents  were  Jonas  and  Mar- 
tha (Lattimore)  Farlin.thc  former  a  native  of  New 
York  and  the  latter  of  New  Jersey,  although  both 
were  of  English  descent.  In  early  life,  they  emi- 
grated to  Ohio,  where  the3-  were  married,  and  unto 
them  were  born  six  children,  as  follows:  .Samuel, 
Pcrmelia,  Charles,  Harriet,  Thomas,  John  and 
Joseph.  The  parents  were  both  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  and  the  father  was  a  Republican 
in  political  sentiment. 

Joseph  Farlin,  whose  name  heads  this  record, 
acquired  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
the  neighborhood  during  the  winter  months,  while 
in  the  summer  season  he  aided  his  father  in  the 
farm  work.  At  the  age  of  twenty-seven,  he  en- 
gaged in  farming  for  himself  and  secured  as  a  com- 
panion and  helpmate  on  life's  journey  Miss  Ellen 
Roberts,  their  union  being  celebrated  on  the  23d 
of  November,  1876.  The  lad3'  is  a  native  of  Taze- 
well Count3-,  111.,  born  Januar3-,  18,  1858,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Catherine  (Bosserman) 
Roberts,  who  reared  a  family  of  ten  children.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Roberts  came  to  Ford  County  in  1877, 
and  he  purchased  five  hundred  and  tweut3' acres  of 
fine  land,  known  as  one  of  the  best  farms  in  this 
communit3\  Upon  it  he  made  his  home  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  but  sold  in  1886  and  removed  to  Jas- 
per Count3',  111.,  where  he  again  purchased  land, 
now    owning   some    thirteen    hundred    acres.     In 
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politics,  he  is  a  supporter  of  Republican  principles. 
Hie  wife  died  February  28,  1891,  in  the  faith  of 
the  Methodist  Church. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Farliu  embarked  in  farm- 
ing in  Tazewell  County,  111.,  where  he  remained 
for  three  years,  when,  in  1881,  he  came  to  Ford 
County  and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  in 
Drummer  Township.  He  afterward  added  to  it 
another  eighty-acre  tract  and  this  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  he  placed  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation,  making  many  improvements  thereon 
which  added  greatly  to  its  value  and  attractive  ap- 
pearance. He  was  an  industrious  and  enterprising 
man  and  met  with  well-deserved  success  in  his  un- 
dertakings. He  continued  farming  up  to  the  time 
of  his  death,  which  occurred  September  9,  1887. 

Since  tiic  death  of  her  husliand,  Mrs.  Farlin  has 
left  tlie  farm  and  removed  to  the  village  of  Proc- 
tor, where  she  is  now  living,  but  the  management 
of  her  land  is  still  under  her  |)ersonal  supervision. 
She  is  a  most  estimable  lady  and  has  many  friends 
throughout  this  community.  Her  two  children, 
Clementine  and  George  Bruce,  are  still  with  her. 


V  'OHN  ROHRBACH,  who  is  engaged  in  gen- 
eral farming  on  section  26,  Brenton  Town- 
ship, has  the  honor  of  being  a  native  of 
Illinois.  He  was  born  in  Tazewell  CouiUy, 
September  22,  1851,  and  is  a  son  of  Conrad  and 
Mary  (Dingledine)  Rohrbach,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Germany.  The  grandfather  was  a  Ger- 
man soldier  and  served  under  Na|)oleon  through 
the  Italian  campaign,  until  the  battle  of  Waterloo. 
The  father  of  our  subject  came  to  America  in  1832, 
when  thirteen  jears  of  age,  sailing  from  Havre  to 
New  Orleans  and  up  the  river  to  Havana,  111. 
After  one  year  spent  at  that  place,  he  went  to 
Peoria,  lil.,  which  was  then  called  Ft.  Clark.  He 
learned  the  cooper's  trade,  which  he  followed  some 
years  and  also  engaged  in  teaming  to  Chicago 
when  that  city  contained  only  a  hotel,  a  fort  and 
a  few  cabins.  He  could  have  bought  a  quarter- 
section  of  land  in  that  locality  for  a  yoke  of  oxen. 


Mr.  Rdhrbacli  was  married,  in  Tazewell  County, 
to  Miss  Dingledine,  who  came  from  Germany  to 
this  country  when  a  maiden  of  sixteen  summers. 
In  that  county  he  cleared  and  improved  a  farm 
and  also  followed  his  trade  until  the  winter  of 
1858,  when  he  came  to  Ford  County  and  purchased 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  the  farm 
upon  which  our  subject  now  resides,  to  which  he 
removed  his  family'  in  1861.  The  land  was  all 
wild  and  uncultivated  and  much  of  it  was  still  in 
the  possession  of  the  (Government.  His  nearest 
neighbor  was  two  miles  away,  and  wild  game  of 
all  kinds  was  plentiful.  Mr.  Rohrbach  resided 
upon  his  farm  until  1875,  when  he  removed  to 
Piper  City  where  his  death  occurred  July  12, 1884, 
at  tlie  age  of  sixty-three  years.  His  wife  died  Au- 
gust 14,  1889.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  and  iifterward  joined  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  Mr.  Rohrbach  held  membershi|)  with  the 
Reformed  Churcii.  He  took  considerable  interest 
in  political  affairs  and  supi)orted  the  Democratic 
party  until  1860,  after  which  he  voted  with  the 
Republican  party  until  1880,  when  he  again  suj)- 
ported  the  Democratic  part3'.  He  held  a  number  of 
local  otiices  and  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternit}'.  From  the  age  of  thirteen  years,  he  made 
his  own  way  in  the  world,  and  for  his  success  in 
life  deserved  much  credit. 

Four  children  were  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Rohrbach:  Henry,  now  deceased;  Kate,  wife  of 
B.  E.,  Lamborn,  a  resident  of  Thawville,  Iroquois 
County;  John,  of  this  sketch;  and  Mary  Matilda, 
deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of  W.  W.  Post,  of  Piper 
City.  All  of  these  children  were  born  in  Tazewell 
County. 

Our  subject  has  been  a  resident  of  Ford  County 
since  nine  years  of  age.  His  early  education,  ac- 
quired in  the  common  schools,  was  supplemented 
by  a  course  in  Onarga  Seminary,  after  which  he 
engaged  in  teaching  school  for  four  years,  and  at 
the  same  time  read  law  under  the  instruction  of 
Gilbert  Wyman,  of  Chatsworth,  and  then  engaged 
in  teaching  school  in  Indiana  for  three  terms.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  that  State  in  1876, and 
engaged  in  practice  for  some  time  at  North  Man- 
chester, Wabash  County,  when  he  abandoned  that 
profession  and   returned  to  the  old  home  farm,  of 
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whicli  he  assumed  the  raanagement.  He  has  re- 
sided upon  the  faim  since  1877,  and  the  highly 
cultivated  fields,  wilii  their  many  excellent  im- 
provements, tell  that  Ids  life  has  been  a  busy  and 
useful  one. 

On  tiie  17th  of  .lune,  1884,  in  Piper  City,  Mr. 
Rohrliaeh  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Alice  Jef- 
fery,  daughter  of  Thomas  .Jeffery,  who.se  sketch  ap- 
pears elsewhere  in  this  work.  She  w.as  born  in 
Brenton  Townshi[).  By  their  union,  they  have 
three  children:  Marietta,  John  Henry  and  Eva 
Isabel.  The  family  hold  a  high  position  in  social 
circles. 

Mr.  Rohrbach  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity and  the  Odd  Fellows'  society  of  Piper  City, 
and  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Gen.  Grant 
in  1872,  since  which  time  he  has  been  .a  stalwart 
Republican.  He  aided  in  the  organization  of  the 
IMutual  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Brenton 
Township,  and  w.as  First  ].,ieutenant  of  tlie  com- 
pany of  militia  in  Piper  City  for  some  years.  He 
is  an  intelligent,  well-informed  man,  industrious, 
energetic,  jiublic-spirited  and  progressive.  He  is 
numbered  among  the  representative  citizens  of  the 
community  where  he  has  so  long  made  his  home. 


■■ib>i>>»  ^  >; 
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,l^LIAS  B.  BEIGIILE  resides  on  section  3, 
fe]  Lyman  Townshij).  It  is  said  that  the  his- 
T — '-9  tory  of  a  county  is  best  told  in  the  lives  of 
its  people,  so  we  here  record  the  sketch  of  one  of 
the  representative  citizens  of  this  community.  Mr. 
Beighle  was  born  in  Butler  County,  Pa.,  February 
14,  1836.  His  parents,  Daniel  and  Catherine 
(Kifer)  Beighle,  had  a  family  of  six  sons  and  six 
daughters,  of  whom  he  was  the  third  in  order  of 
birth.  The  fatlier  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  was 
a  carpenter  and  joiner  by  trade,  and  also  followed 
the  occupation  of  farming.  Bidding  good-bye  to 
his  old  home  in  1856,  he  emigrated  to  Adams 
County,  Ohio,  and,  in  1868,  removed  to  St.  Clair 
County,  Mo.,  where  he  purchased  land  and  en- 
gaged in  farming  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years.  In  politics,  he 
was  first  a  Whig,  and  then  a  member  of  the  Know- 


nothing  party,  and  afterward  became  a  Republican. 
Himself  and  wife  were  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  in  early  life,  but  afterward  united  with  the 
Methodist  Church.  The  lady  was  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  181(1,  and  died  in  .January.  181)2.  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eight>'-two  years.  Six  of  their 
children  are  yet  living:  Elias,  of  this  sketch;  Caro- 
line, wife  of  Mr.  Baumgardner,  a  farmer  of  Indiana; 
Sue  C,  wife  of  Mr.  Brooks,  a  carpenter  and  joiner 
of  St.  Clair  County,  Mo.;  Benjamin,  a  farmer  of 
Cowlitz  Count},  AVash.;  Isaac  Newton,  who  is  mar- 
ried, and  is  a  lumberman  of  Cowlitz  County;  and 
Melissa,  wife  of  Mr.  Gardner,  a  farmer. 

Mr.  Beighle  of  this  sketch  remained  in  the  State 
of  his  nativitj'  until  nineteen  years  of  age,  and 
was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-two,  he  began  earning  his  own  liveliliood, 
working  as  a  farm  hand  in  Pendleton  County,  Ky., 
at  $14  per  month.  After  a  short  time,  however,  he 
went  to  Adams  County,  Ohio,  where  he  spent  eight 
years,  and  during  that  time  led  to  the  marriage 
altar  Miss  Catherine  Wallace,  a  daughter  of  .Josiah 
and  Eliza  (Smith)  Wallace.  They  were  ma-rriedon 
the  1st  of  January,  1862,  and  unto  them  have  been 
born  five  sons  and  four  daughters,  seven  of  whom 
are  yet  living:  Mary,  who  was  educated  in  the 
Normal  School  of  Danville,  Ind.,  has  successfully 
engaged  in  teaching  in  this  county  for  six  terms, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church; 
Roscoe  W.,  who  was  educated  in  Danville  and  the 
Valparaiso  State  Normal  of  Indiana,  is  one  of  the 
professors  in  Clark's  University;  Anna  Ketura,  who 
was  educated  in  Grand  Prairie  Seminary,  of  Onarga, 
111.,  is  a  teacher  of  recognized  ability  in  this  county; 
Calvin  Spence,  who  was  educated  in  Onarga  Sem- 
inary, follows  farming;  Marcus  M.,  Leila  Louisa 
and  Ernest,  are  yet  at  home.  In  1884,  Mr.  Beighle 
was  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife,  who 
died  on  the  6th  of  March  and  was  laid  to  rest  in 
the  cemeter}'  of  Roberts.  She  was  a  kind  and  lov- 
ing wife  and  mother,  and  was  a  devoted  member 
of  the  United  Presb3terian  Church. 

During  the  late  war,  Mr.  Beighle  gave  evidence 
of  his  loyalty  to  the  Government  by  enlisting,  in 
June,  1863,  .as  a  member  of  Company  A,  Second 
Ohio  Heavy  Artillery,  under  Capt.  George  V.  Son- 
ner.     The    troops    were    first   ordered    to  Rolling 
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Fork,  Ky.,  where  they  dirt  guard  duty,  and  were 
then  sent  to  Chattanooga,  and  to  Cleveland  to 
guard  the  railroad.  We  next  lind  them  at  Knox- 
ville,  Tenn.,  after  which  they  went  to  Church  Gap. 
At  the  close  of  the  war,  our  subject  was  mustered 
out  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  in  August,  1865,  and  was 
honorably  discharged  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  on  the 
28th  of  August.  He  was  a  faithful  soldier  and  was 
never  off  duty,  except  when  sick  in  the  hospital 
for  about  six  weeks.  He  now  receives  a  good  pen- 
sion in  recognition  of  his  faithful  service. 

Mr.  Beighle  cast  his  fust  rresideutial  vote  for 
Abraham  Lincoln,  and  is  an  inflexible  adherent  of 
Republican  principles.  He  has  been  olHcially  con- 
nected with  the  public  schools  of  this  community 
for  many  years  and  has  done  much  for  their  ad- 
vancement l)y  securing  good  teachers.  With  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church  of  Piper  City  he  holds 
membership,  and  in  the  communiti'  where  he  re- 
sides he  is  recognized  as  a  gentleman  of  irreproach- 
able character  whose  word  is  as  good  as  his  bond. 
He  now  owns  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
good  land,  and  is  accounted  one  of  the  substantial 
farmers  of  the  communit}^ 

^^  EV.  EDWIN  S.  McCLURE,  Pastor  of  the 
(T  Presbyterian  Church  of  Piper  City,  was  born 
in  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  February  6, 
1861,  and  is  of  Scotch  descent.  The 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  the  founder  of 
the  family  in  America,  was  a  native  of  Scotland. 
The  grandfather,  William  McClure,  removed  from 
Ohio  to  Iowa  in  18;j0,  and  there  engaged  in  farm- 
ing until  his  death,  which  occurred  during  the 
war. 

.John  McClure,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Illinois  but  reared  in  Iowa  as  a  farmer. 
He  graduated  from  the  Yellow  Springs  College,  of 
Kossuth,  Iowa.  In  1859,  near  Sparta,  111.,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Jane  Campbell,  a  lady  of  Scotch  descent. 
In  1861,  at  the  first  call  for  three-year  men,  he  en- 
listed in  ( Jctober  as  a  member  of  the  Fourteenth 
Iowa  Infantry,  and  participated  in  the  battles  of 
Ft.  Henry,  Ft.  Donelson  and    Siiiloli.     He  was  in 


the  thickest  of  the  fight  on  that  memorable  Sunday 
afternoon  and  was  taken  prisoner  and  for  three 
months  confined  at  Macon,  Ga.,  where  the  prisoners 
were  almost  starved.  On  his  release,  he  rejoined 
his  regiment  at  St.  Louis  and  participated  in  the 
siege  of  Vicksburg,  the  Red  River  campaign  and 
the  campaigns  under  Gens.  Grant  and  Sherman. 
He  was  in  the  service  for  three  years  and  one 
month.  On  his  return  home,  he  continued  to  en- 
gage in  farming  in  Iowa  for  a  few  years,  and  then 
accepted  a  professoi'ship  in  the  Deaf  and  Duinlj 
Institute  of  Omaha,  Neb.,  where  he  remained  for 
fifteen  years.  He  then  resigned  on  account  of 
failing  eyesight,  resulting  from  his  army  experience. 
He  is  now  living  on  a  fine  farm  near  Sioux  City, 
Iowa.  In  politics,  he  is  a  stanch  Republican  and 
is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  Post.  Himself 
and  wife  are  both  active  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  and  are  highly  respected  people. 

The  McClure  family  numbered  eight  children, 
two  of  whom  are  deceased.  Our  subject  is  the 
eldest;  Addie,  who  has  been  a  teacher  in  deaf  and 
dumb  institutes  both  in  Kansas  and  Minnesota,  is 
now  at  home;  William  is  engaged  in  merchandising 
in  Omaha,  Neb.;  D.  F.  is  a  professor  in  a  deaf  and 
dumb  asylum  in  Faribault,  INIinn.;  Lillie  died  in 
1887,  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years;  Bertha  and 
Grace  are  at  home. 

The  Rev.  Mr  McC'lure  was  educated  at  Parsons' 
College,  of  Fairfield,  Iowa,  Lake  Forest  University 
and  the  Seminary  of  the  Northwest,  now  called  the 
McCormick  Theological  School.  He  spent  three 
years  in  that  school,  studying  for  the  ministry,  and 
after  his  graduation  at  the  age  of  twenty-five,  be- 
came Pastor  of  a  Presliyterian  Church  in  Lenox, 
Iowa,  where  he  remained  for  two  years.  During 
that  time  he  was  united  in  marriage,  on  the  27lh 
of  June,  1888,  to  Sarah  M.  Gordon,  a  native  of 
the  Hawkeye  State.  Their  union  has  been  blessed 
with  one  daughter,  Edna  Lucile,  who  was  born 
July  27,  1889,  and  died  March  20,  1892. 

On  leaving  Lenox,  Mv.  McClure  acce[)ted  a  call 
from  the  church  in  Red  Oak,  Iowa,  where  he  re- 
mained for  two  years,  when  he  engaged  in  mission 
work  in  Omaha,  Neb.,  spending  one  year  in  that 
city.  On  the  1st  of  April,  1891,  he  came  to  Piper 
City,  and  has  since  been  Pastor  of  the  Presbyterian 
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Church  at  this  place.  His  labors  have  been  very 
successful.  During  the  past  year  he  had  sixty-one 
additions.  He  is  held  in  the  highest  regard,  not 
only  b3'  the  members  of  his  own  congregation  but 
by  all  who  know  him,  his  ui)right  life  and  court- 
eous manner  winning  him  high  esteem.  He  is  a 
man  of  great  energy  and  perseverance  and  his 
church  is  now  in  a  flourishing  condition.  In  pol- 
itics, he  is  a  standi  Republican,  having  supported 
that  party  since  he  attained  liis  majority. 


X 


AC'Oli  DELLO  MELLINGER.  Prominent 
among  the  large  farm  owners  and  stock 
men  of  Drummer  Township  sliouid  be 
mentioned  the  gentleman  whose  name 
heads  this  sketch,  and  who  lias  been  a  resident 
of  Gibson  since  April,  1873.  He  was  born  in  Lan- 
caster Count}',  Pa.,  August  13,  1841,  and  is  a  son 
of  Jacob  and  JLirtlia  (llertzler)  Mellinger.  His 
l)arents  were  also  natives  of  Lancaster  County, 
and  his  father  was  descended  from  an  old  Penn- 
sylvanian  family  of  Gerin.au  origin,  wliose  settle- 
ment in  the  Keystone  State  dates  prior  to  tlie  War 
of  the  Revolution,  five  generations  remote. 

Jacob  Mellinger,  Sr.,  was  born  July  28,  1802, 
and  on  tlie  30th  of  August,  1831,  married  Martha 
llertzler.  He  removed  to  Clarke  County,  Oliio,  in 
1849.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  fol- 
lowed that  pursuit  throughout  his  entire  life.  His 
death  occurred  April  23,  1888.  at  the  age  of 
eighty-five  years,  eight  months  and  twenty-six 
days.  His  wife  was  liurn  m  1812,  and  died  in 
(jhio  in  1890.  They  have  two  daughters  and  two 
sons:  Mary,  who  resides  in  Clarke  County,  Ohio; 
John  11.,  who  wedded  Racliel  Rosser,  and  is  living 
in  Yellow  Springs,  Greene  County,  Oliio;  Martha, 
wife  of  Montgomery  Patton,  of  Clarke  County, 
Ohio:  and  Jacob  D.,  of  tliis  sketch. 

Our  subject  was  but  eight  years  of  age  when  his 
parents  removed  to  Clarke  County,  Ohio.  He  was 
tiierc  reared  to  manhood,  attended  the  common 
schools  in  his  childhood  and  later  took  a  regular 
course  in  Antioch  College,  of  Yellow  Springs,  Ohio. 


On  reaching  man's  estate,  he  began  farming  and 
stock-raising  for  himself  and,  as  a  helitmate  on  life's 
journe}',  chose  Miss  Martha  Ellen  Wheeler,  their 
marriage  being  celebrated  in  Springfield,  Ohio, 
on  the  7th  of  December,  1871.  The  lady  was 
born  in  the  city  of  Springfield  and  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  the  Hon.  Stephen  and  Mary  (Thompson) 
Wheeler,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Clarke 
County,  Ohio,  and  were  of  Scotch-Irish  descent. 
Her  father,  who  was  a  man  of  fine  scholarly  at- 
tainments, was  a  member  of  the  Ohio  Legislature. 
He  died  when  his  daughter  was  nine  j-ears  old, 
but  his  widow  still  survives  and  is  living  with 
our  subject. 

Two  children  were  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Mellinger,  the  elder  of  whom,  Dello,  was  born 
May  18,  1877,  and  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
months.  Frank  Hertzler,  the  younger,  was  born 
December  5,  1886,  and  is  a  bright  and  promising 
boy  of  nearly  six  jears.  In  addition  to  their  own 
family,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mellinger  took,  at  the  age 
of  seven  years,  Louie  J.  Mellinger,  whom  they 
educated  in  the  Gibson  City  schools  and  in  Lake 
Forest  University,  where  she  pursued  a  musical 
course,  becoming  quite  noted  as  a  vocalist.  While 
in  the  university,-  she  became  sick,  was  brought 
home  and  died  five  weeks  later,  February  27,  1887, 
aged  twenty  years. 

In  1871.  our  subject  and  his  father  bought  a 
half  interest  in  a  fine  tract  of  land,  consisting  of 
nine  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  in  Drummer  Town- 
ship, now  adjoining  Gibson  City,  the  land  at  that 
time  belonging  equally  to  J.  II.  Mellinger  and 
Jacob  Hertzler.  In  1875,  our  subject  purchased 
Mr.  Hertzler's  remaining  interest  and  removed 
here  with  his  family.  He  at  once  erected  fine 
buildings  on  the  premises,  tiled,  fenced,  and  other- 
wise improved  the  land.  In  1883,  he  purchased 
his  father's  interest,  the  tract  now  being  owned 
by  J.  D.  and  J.  H.  Mellinger,  equally.  In  the  past 
nine  j'ears  about  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres 
have  been  sold  at  from  $75  to  tlOO  per  acre.  The 
remaining  land  is  considered  worth  not  less  than 
$125  per  acre.  Mr.  Mellinger  has  lately  platted  a 
number  of  lots  and  is  putting  them  on  the  market. 

In  addition  to  the  half  interest  of  the  laud  of 
J.  D.  and  J.  H.  IMellinger,  our  subject  owns  indi- 
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vidiially  :i  fine  home  adjoining  Gibson  City.  He 
lenses  his  farinin<>-  land,  and  Las  the  remainder 
in  grass.  He  deals  extensively  in  cattle  and  hogs, 
buying,  feeding  and  selling.  He  also  breeds  stand- 
ard-bred horses  quite  extensively. 

In  his  political  atllliations,  Mr.  Mellinger  is  a 
stalwart  Kcpiililiean,  but  has  never  been  ambitions 
of  ortieial  distinetion.  He  attends  the  First  Pres- 
byterian Church  regularlj'  with  his  wife,  who  is 
a  consistent  member  of  that  congregation.  For 
many  years  he  has  been  a  Director  of  the  Gibson 
Building  &  Loan  Association,  and  is  now  a  mem- 
ber of  the  (iibson  Land  Improvement  Company, 
reeeully  organized.  He  was  f)ne  of  the  first  to 
advocate  the  advisability  of  building  pike  roads 
with  gravel  in  the  region  of  Gibson,  and,  while 
serving  as  C(jmmissiouer,  inaugurated  that  im- 
portant public  improvement,  which  has  since 
proved  a  grand  success  and  aided  materially  in  fa- 
cilitating travel  and  transportation.  There  are 
now  man3'  miles  of  road  leading  to  Gibson  City, 
that  through  the  piking  system  have  made  good 
roads  even  in  the  wettest  weather. 

In  all  the  relations  of  life,  Mr.  Mellinger  has 
proved  himself  an  upright,  honoralile  business 
man,  a  good  neighbor  and  worthy  citizen,  and 
enjoys,  as  he  merits,  the  respect  and  good-will  of 
all  who  know  him. 


RTHUR  S.  CATRON,  who  owns  one  of  the 
finest  farms  of  the  county,  located  on  sec- 
tion    35,    Drummer     Township,    has     the 
,!g^  honor  of  being  a  native  of    Illinois.     He 

was  born  in  Fulton  County,  August  24,  1839,  and 
is  a  son  of  Israel  M.  and  Savina  (Smith)  Catron. 
His  father  was  born  and  reared  in  Virginia  and 
throughout  life  followed  agricultural  pursuits.  In 
an  early  day,  he  emigrated  to  Illinois,  locating 
in  Fulton  County,  where  he  remained  fifteen  years. 
He  was  there  married,  in  1838,  to  Miss  Smith,  who 
was  born  in  East  Tennessee,  and  with  her  parents 
came  to  Illinois  before  the  Black  Hawk  War.  On 
leaving  this  State,  the  parents  of  our  subject  went 
to  Polk  C(Hinty,  Iowa,where  the  father  resided  until 
13 


1881,  when  he  went  to  Walla  Walla  Valley  in  the 
State  of  Washington  and  oi>erated  the  farm  which 
he  3'et  occupies.  His  wife  died  in  1844  and  was 
buried  in  Fulton  County.  They  had  a  family  of 
three  children:  Arthur  S.,  of  this  sketch;  Nancy  E., 
now  deceased,  and  George  E.,  an  engineer  in  Ari- 
zona. 

Our  subject  acquired  a  common-school  education, 
and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  began  teaching,  which 
profession  he  followed  until  the  1 1th  of  October, 
1861.  Prompttnl  by  patriotic  impulses,  he  re- 
sponded to  the  call  for  troops,  and  enlisted  as  a 
member  of  Company  D,  Second  Iowa  Cavalry,  for 
three  years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period,  he 
veteranized  and  was  in  the  service  until  the  7th 
of  October,  1865,  when  he  was  mustered  out  at  Sel- 
ma,  Ala.,as  First  Sergeant  of  his  company.  He  par- 
ticipated in  eighty-three  engagements,  including 
the  siege  of  Corinth  and  the  battles  of  luka,  Cor- 
inth, Tupelo,  Nashville,  .Jackson  and  Moscow,  and 
many  others. 

On  his  return  home,  Mr.  Catron  embarked  in 
merchandising  in  Ipava,  Fulton  Coiinty,  111.,  fol- 
lowing that  business  for  a  year,  and  then  began 
farming,  to  which  occupation  he  has  devoted  his 
energies  continuously  since.  He  is  one  of  the  most 
extensive  farmers  in  Drummer  Township.  He  has 
twenty-nine  head  of  horses  and  makes  a  specialty 
of  raising  an  excellent  grade  of  horses  of  the  Nor- 
man stock.  He  has  some  of  the  finest  mares  in 
this  section  of  the  country. 

Ere  leaving  Fulton  Count}',  Mr.  Catron  was 
united  in  marriage,  July  20,  186G,  the  lady  of  his 
choice  being  Mary  S.  Lacey,  who  was  born  in  that 
county  April  25,  1849,  and  is  a  daughter  of  John 
and  Cloe  (Hurd)  Lace}-,  natives  of  the  Emi)ire 
State  and  of  English  and  Irish  extraction,  respect- 
ively. Eight  children  have  been  born  of  their 
union,  but  Manning  C,  their  eldest,  and  Lyman  C, 
their  fourth  child,  are  now  deceased.  The  living 
arc  Roscoe  M.,  Arthur  B.,  Bayard  D.,  Mary  D.. 
Bruce  and  John. 

In  polities,  Mr.  Catron  exercises  his  right  of 
franchise  in  support  of  the  Republican  party,  of 
which  he  is  a  stanch  advocate.  He  cast  his  first 
Presidential  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln.  While 
residing   in   McLean   County,  he  served  as  Justice 
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of  the  Peace  two  terras  and  was  also  a  school 
officer.  Socially',  he  is  a  member  of  Bloomiiigtoii 
Post  No.  146,  G.  A.  R.  In  1892,  he  located  on  the 
celebrated  Roberts'  farm  on  sections  8,  26,  34  and 
35,  Drummer  Township.  It  cont.nins  five  hundred 
and  three  acres,  for  which  he  paid  $75  per  acre. 
It  is  highly  improved,  well  cultivated  and  one  of 
the  most  desirable  places  in  the  county.  Mr.  Cat- 
ron is  recognized  as  a  public-spirited  and  progres- 
sive citizen  of  Drummer  Township. 


<^  NDREVV  P.  BREMER  is  ingaged  in  larm- 
^jJA  ing  on  section  8,  Palton  Township.  Svveden 
Ji  has  furnished  many  worthy  citizens  to 
Ford  County,  and  not  the  least  of  these  is 
our  subject,  who  was  born  in  that  country  August 
28,  1845.  He  had  no  special  advantages  in  his 
youth  save  fair  school  privileges.  His  childhood 
dajs  were  spent  upon  his  father's  farm,  where  he 
was  early  inured  to  labor;  he  later  learned  the 
car[)enter's  trade,  which  he  followed  for  a  time. 
With  the  adventurous  spirit  of  young  men  and 
also  with  the  hope  of  bettering  his  financial  condi- 
tion b}'  emigrating  to  the  New  World,  of  whose 
advantages  he  had  heard  so  much,  Mr.  Bremer 
sailed  for  America  on  a  steamer  which  left  Gotten- 
burg  on  the  7th  of  May,  1869,  and  dropped  anchor 
in  the  harbor  of  New  York  on  the  7th  of  June,  an 
entire  month  being  consumed  in  making  the  trip. 
He  at  once  came  to  the  West,  stopping  first  at 
Chicago,  and  thence  came  to  Paxton.  He  found 
himself  a  stranger  in  a  strange  land,  with  no 
friends  near  and  no  one  to  whom  he  might  look 
for  aid.  He  spent  the  first  two  summers  after  his 
arrival  in  a  brick-yard  near  Paxton,  tlien  began 
working  by  the  month  as  a  farm  hand,  which  oc- 
cupation he  followed  until  1877. 

In  April  of  that  year,  Mr.  Bremer  led  to  the 
marriage  altar  Miss  Nellie  Anderson,  who  was  born 
and  reared  in  Sweden  and  is  a  daughter  of  A.  W. 
Anderson,  now  deceased.  Mr.  Bremer  had  pre-' 
viously  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  and  the 
young  couple  began  their  domestic  life  upon  that 
farm.     Their   home  has  been  blessed  by  the  pres- 


ence of  four  children:  Anna,  Harry,  Hilnia  and 
Agnes.  Harry  and  Hilnia  are  attending  the  home 
school.     Anna  is  attending  school  in  Paxton. 

Mr.  Bremer  at  once  began  to  clear  and  improve 
his  farm.  It  was  covered  with  a  good  crop  of  cuc- 
kleburrs,  and  a  small  frame  house  was  the  only  im- 
provement. Not  a  tree  or  bush  was  to  be  found 
upon  the  place,  but  furrows  were  soon  turned,  un- 
til acre  after  acre  had  been  placed  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation  and  the  fields  were  tiled  and 
fences  built,  so  that  now  it  is  one  of  the  fine  farms 
in  the  community.  There  is  also  a  substantial 
and  comfortable  residence  and  a  good  orchard  has 
been  planted,  while,  with  the  additional  forty  acres 
that  has  been  purchased,  a  valuable  tract  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  now  pays  a  golden  trib- 
ute to  the  care  and  cultivation  of  Mr.  Bremer. 
Like  many  of  his  fellow-countrymen,  our  subject 
came  to  America  empty-handed  but  he  was  pos- 
sessed of  a  thrifty  and  industrious  nature  and  was 
not  afraid  of  hard  work.  His  life  has  been  well 
and  worthily  spent,  and  he  is  justly  regarded  as  a 
man  of  sterling  character  and  integrity.  In  pol- 
itics, he  does  not  affiliate  with  any  party  but  votes 
for  the  candidate  whom  he  thinks  best  qualified  to 
fill  the  position.  He  has  served  as  a  member  of 
the  School  Board  and  is  a  warm  friend  of  the 
cause  of  education,  believing  in  good  schools  and 
competent  teachers,  if  the  children  are  to  be  trained 
for  useful  and  responsible  positions  in  life.  He  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church  of 
Farmersville. 


=^>^^<i^ 
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ARY  M.  CONGER,  a  retired  farmer,  resid- 


born  in  Licking  County,  Ohio,  on  the  24th 
of  May,  1826,  and  is  a  son  of  Aaron  and  Mary 
(McVay)  Conger,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  while  the  former  was  of  Scotch  and 
the  latter  of  Irish  descent.  They  were  married  in 
the  Keystone  State,  and,  about  1820,  removed  to 
Licking  County,  Ohio,  wliicii  was  then  an  almost 
unbroken  forest.  The  father  was  crippled  by  rheu- 
matism in  his  arms,  not   being   able  to  raise  his 
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hands  to  his  face.  He  was  thus  incapacitated  for 
labor,  but  was  a  good  manager.  His  wife  was  one 
among  a  thousand  women,  of  good  business  ability 
and  au  industrious  and  self-sacrificing  lad}'.  Both 
died  at  llic  age  of  seventy-four  years.  The  mother 
was  a  member  of  the  Ciiristian  Church.  In  tlieir 
family  were  twelve  children,  five  of  whom  are  yet 
living. 

Our  suljject  was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth.  He 
was  reared  in  a  wooded  country,  and  as  soon  as 
old  enoiigii  to  [lick  brush,  lie  liegan  to  aid  in  clear- 
ing the  farm.  When  about  thirteen  years  of  age, 
he  was  taught  to  weave  and,  from  that  time  until 
lie  attained  his  majority,  wove  the  cloth  with  which 
tiie  family  were  clothed.  This  was  done  during 
rainy  weather  and  after  the  fall  work  was  finished. 
Ilis  time  lieing  thus  largely  occupied,  his  educa- 
tional advantages  were  necessarily  limited.  Having 
remained  with  his  father  until  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  he  hired  out  at  ^9  ))er  month,  clearing  land 
and  farming  m  among  the  stumps.  In  his  earlj' 
life  he  used  an  old-fashioned  sickle  in  reaping  the 
grain  and  afterwaid  cut  it  with  a  cradle,  lie  be- 
came expert  in  this  direction,  being  able  to  cut  five 
acres  of  oats  in  a  day. 

In  Licking,  Ohio,  Mr.  Conger  was  married  Sep- 
tember 21, 1847,  to  Miss  Rebecca  Marriott,  a  native 
of  Licking  County.  In  1854,  he  came  with  his 
young  wife  to  McLean  County,  111.,  locating  near 
Towanda,  and  in  1877,  he  removed  to  Ford  County, 
and  became  Superintendent  of  a  section  of  Sud- 
deth  farm,  four  miles  west  of  Gibson  City.  He 
there  continued  to  reside  until  188!),  when  he  re- 
moved to  Gibson  City,  where  he  has  since  lived 
retired. 

Unto  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Conger  have  been  born  live 
children:  William  M.,  who  operates  the  Suddeth 
farm;  Aaron  R.,  a  farmer  of  Oregon;  Mary;  Palmer, 
who  is  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Drum- 
mer Township;  and  Rosa.  In  politics,  Mr.  Conger 
is  independent,  voting  for  the  man  he  thinks  l)est 
qualitied  to  fill  the  oHico,  regardless  of  party  allilia- 
tions.  In  life  he  has  had  much  to  contend  with, 
but  nevertheless  he  has  worked  his  way  u|)ward 
and  is  now  able  to  live  retired. 

W.  M.  Conger,  sou  of  the  foregoing,  was  born 
ill    Licking  County,  Oiiio,  June  12,   1848,  and   ac- 


quired his  education  in  the  common  schools.  On 
attaining  his  majorit}',  he  started  out  in  life  for 
himself,  renting  land  in  Ford  and  McLean  Coun- 
ties, and  has  made  farming  his  life  work.  He  is 
now  the  overseer  of  the  noted  Suddeth  farm.  In 
March,  1879,  he  entered  upon  the  duties  of  that 
position  and  now  operates  four  hundred  acres  of 
good  land,  the  neat  appearance  of  which  indicates 
his  thrift  and  enterprise.  On  tlie  9th  of  Septeinlier, 
1874,  Mr.  Conger  was  joined  in  wedlock  with 
Louise  Donuer,  who  was  born  in  Iowa,  September 
10,  1854,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Greenbury  and 
Mary  Ann  Donner,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased. 
Seven  children  have  been  born  unto  our  subject 
and  his  wife,  namely:  Cary  Roy,  born  July  11, 
1875;  Hattiei:.,  March  1,  1878;  Mandy  M.,  Novem- 
ber 5,  1880;  Gracie  P.,  on  the  2d  of  January,  1884; 
Harvey  M.,  November  C,  1880;  Orville  W.,  Janu- 
ary 21,  1890;  and  Goldie,  March  7,  1892. 

The  i)arents  are  both  members  of  the  United 
I!i-ethren  Church  and  the  three  eldest  children  also 
belong.  IMr.  Conger  has  served  as  Church  Trustee 
for  four  years,  was  vSunday-school  Treasurer  two 
years  and  Steward  two  years  and  is  now  serving 
the  third  terra  as  District  School  Director;  he  was 
also  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  for  three 
terms.  The  familj'  is  well  and  favorably  known 
in  this  community'  and  its  members  rank  high  in 
the  social  circles  in  which  they  move. 


If^i^  F:NRY  H.  LEININGER,  who  for  twenty- 
two  3' ears  has  made  his  home  in  Ford 
County,  is  now  living  retired  in  Piper 
City.  He  was  born  in  Stark  County,  Ohio, 
August  15,  1839,  and  is  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Eliza- 
beth (Sclusser)  Leininger,  both  of  whom  were  na- 
tives of  Pennsylvania.  They  were  married  in 
Ohio  and  came  to  Illinois  in  1857,  locating  in 
Eden  Township,  La  Salle  Couiit}^,  where  Mr.  Lein- 
inger spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  died  in 
1H68,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years.  His 
widow  is  still  living  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  and 
'   m.akes  her  home  with  our  suliject.     He  was  a  life- 
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long  member  of  the  Methodist  Churcli  and  a 
highly  respected  citizen.  The  family  numbered 
nine  sons  and  two  daughters,  three  of  whom  are 
still  living:  George  S.,  who  makes  his  home  in  Vir- 
ginia; J.  W.,  a  resident  of  Touica,  111.;  and 
Henry  H. 

Our  subject  was  the  sixth  son.  His  boyhood 
days  were  spent  upon  a  farm  in  Ohio  until  six- 
teen years  of  age,  when  he  came  to  Illinois.  He 
liad  begun  his  school  life  in  his  native  State  and 
completed  his  education  in  select  schools  of  Peru 
and  Tonica.  On  attaining  his  majority,  he  started 
out  in  life  for  himself,  and,  in  18G0,  made  an 
overland  trip  to  Colorado,  arriving  at  his  destina- 
tion after  four  weeks  of  travel.  He  spent  three 
years  in  the  Empire  mining  district  and  helped 
locate  the  village  of  Georgetown.  In  the  winter 
of  1863-64,  he  returned  to  Illinois  and  began  farm- 
ing in  Lee  County  on  land  given  him  by  his 
father.  He  there  made  his  home  for  three  years, 
when,  in  the  autumn  of  1867,  he  sold  out.  The 
following  year,  he  purchased  land  in  Ford  County, 
wliere  he  has  made  his  home  since  1870.  He 
owned  all  of  section  8,  in  Pella  Townsliip,  and  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits  until  1874,  when  he 
removed  to  Piper  City,  wliere  he  is  now  living  a 
retired  life.  In  1876,  he  was  proprietor  of  a  drug- 
store in  Chatsworth.  He  still  owns  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  of  land,  wliich  yields  to  him 
a  good  income. 

December  6,1864,  in  La  Salle  County,  Mr.  Lein- 
inger  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Alice  G. 
McPlierson,  who  was  born  in  that  count\-  and  is  a 
daugliter  of  Harvey  McPherson,  of  Iiish  descent. 
They  have  one  cliild,  Jennie,  who  was  born  in 
Lee  County,  and  is  now  tlie  wife  of  Albert  Doo- 
little,  of  Dixon, 111.  She  graduated  from  the  Piper 
City  schools,  and  completed  her  education  in 
Onarga  Seminary. 

Mr.  Leininger  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote 
for  Lincoln  in  1860,  and  has  since  been  a  stanch 
supporter  of  the  Republican  part)-  and  has  often 
served  as  a  delegate  to  its  conventions.  He  has 
served  as  Trustee  of  Piper  City,  and  also  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  Village  Board.  Socially,  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  fraternit}',  and  his  wife  liolds 
membership  with    the    Methodist  Church,   to  the 


supi)ort  of  wiiich  he  contributes  liberally.  He  is 
one  of  the  highly  respected  citizens  of  the  commu- 
nity and  has  made  his  own  way  in  life.  He  is  now 
well-to-do,  having  acquired  through  his  own  ef- 
forts a  handsome  competence. 


"^ 


ETII  LYTLE,  who  is  now  living  a  retired 
life  in  Paxtou,  is  a  native  of  Ohio.  He 
was  born  near  Somcrsville,  Butler  County, 
March  25,  1817,  and  is  a  son  of  William 
Lytle,  wlio  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  of 
Irish  descent.  His  mother  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Annie  Glines,  and  was  of  Euglish  lineage.  They 
became  the  parents  of  eight  children,  tiie  eldest  of 
whom,  Melinda,  died  at  tlie  age  of  six  years;  Setli 
is  the  second  in  order  of  birtli;  John  died  in  infancy; 
Daniel  resides  in  Butler  County,  Ohio;  James,  a 
weaver  by  trade,  resides  in  Butler  County;  Samuel 
carries  on  farming  in  Champaign  County,  111.; 
Mary  Ann  is  tlie  wife  of  Isaac  A.  Rockhill,a  resi- 
dent farmer  of  Richland  County,  Wis.;  and  Jane 
P.  died  at  the  age  of  eight  yeais.  The  father  of 
this  family  was  born  August  12,  1792,  and  died 
November  6, 1869.  Tlie  death  of  his  wife  occurred 
August  25,  1889,  and  had  she  lived  till  March  25, 
following,  would  have  been  ninety-six  3'ears  old. 
Both  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

Seth  I^ytlc  was  reared  to  manhood  ujiou  his 
father's  farm,  and  tlie  first  school  which  he  attended 
was  in  a  small  log-cabin,  built  in  the  woods,  three 
miles  from  his  father's  home.  During  nine  years, 
he  was  able  to  attend  school  but  ninety-five  days, 
which  was  the  extent  of  his  schooling.  At  the  age 
of  seventeen,  he  bought  his  time  of  his  father,  pay- 
ing him  $65,  and  then  began  to  work  as  a  farm  hand 
in  the  neighborhood  by  the  month.  He  continued 
to  reside  in  Ohio  until  1841,  when  he  emigrated 
Westward  to  Montgomery  County,  Ind.,  where  he 
was  again  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 

In  that  county,  in  the  autumn  of  1843,  Mr. 
L^'tle  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Maria 
Fink,  daughter  of  Jf)lin  and  Mary  (Climer)  Fink. 
Having  rented  a  farm  for  some  time,  he  moved  to 
Thorntowu  and  engaged  in  huxtering.     Going  to 
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La  Fayette,  Intl.,  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  busi- 
ness a  year,  when  he  went  to  Montgomery  County, 
Ind.,  and  after  farming  five^'ears  bought  atanuerj' 
and  ran  it  six  years.  The  year  1859  witnessed  his  ar- 
rival in  Ford  County.  lie  made  his  first  settlement 
in  Wall  Township,  where  he  purchased  two  hundred 
.and  sixty  acres  of  land  on  section  19,  the  purchase 
price  being  $3.50  per  acre.  It  continued  to  be  iiis 
home  for  twenty  3'ears,  or  until  1879,  when  he 
came  to  Paxton,  where  he  has  since  resided,  with 
the  exception  of  five  3'ears  which  he  spent  in 
Kansas.  He  was  there  extensively  engaged  in 
farming  but  is  now  living  a  retired  life,  having 
gained  a  sutficient  competency  to  enable  him  to  lay 
.aside  all  business  cares. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lytle  were  born  ten  children: 
Annie,  who  died  in  inf.ancy;  Elvira,  wife  of  D.  D. 
I)enman,a  contractor  and  builder  residing  in  Pax- 
ton;  William,  a  farmer;  Mary,  wife  of  Samuel  Long 
who  follows  agricultural  pursuits  in  Republic 
County,  Kan.;  Melissa  was  the  wife  of  Albert  Haw, 
but  is  now  deceased;  Emma,  wife  of  .lames  Apple- 
gate,  a  resident  farmer  of  Indiana;  Alfred  died  in 
Indiana;  Albert,  who  is  in  Kansas;  Etta,  wife  of 
Frank  Carr,  living  in  Paxton;  and  Hulda  who  died 
at  the  age  of  twelve  years. 

In  political  afliliations,  Mr.  Lj'tle  is  a  I'rohibi- 
tionist,  but  at  local  elections  votes  for  the  man 
whom  bethinks  will  best  fill  the  ollice.  He  has 
never  sought  or  desired  iiolitical  preferment  for 
himself,  having  been  content  to  devote  his  atten- 
tion to  his  business  interests.  He  is  a  well-known 
resident  of  Paxton,  and  is  a  public-si)irited  and 
progressive  citizen  who  does  all  in  his  power  for 
the  interests  of  the  community  in  which  he  resides. 
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]l^^  IRAM  Y.  SIDESINGER,  who  is  eng.aged 
^  in  general  farming  on  section  22,  Drum- 
mer Township,  was  Ixirn  in  Adams  Count3% 
Pa.,  January  29,  1829,  and  is  a  son  of 
Leonjird  and  Nancy  (Elcook)  Sidesinger.  The 
father  was  also  a  native  of  Adams  County  and 
was  one  of  three  children  born  unto  Grandfather 
Sidesinger,  of  Germany,  who  emigrated   to  Amer- 


ica in  an  early  day.  The  children  were  Leonard, 
IMargaret  and  Nancy.  The  first-named,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  remained  in  Pennsylvania  until 
1830,  when  he  came  to  Ohio,  locating  in  Cham- 
])aign  County,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  until 
1850.  He  then  became  a  resident  of  Logan  County, 
Ohio,  where  he  made  his  home  until  his  death, 
December  21,  18C9.  His  wife,  born  ,lune  6,  1786, 
died  a  number  of  j'ears  previous,  p.assing  away 
about  1841, and  was  interred  in  Champaign  Ceme- 
tery. Both  were  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church 
and  the  father  spoke  the  (German  language.  In 
politics,  Mr.  Sidesinger  w.as  first  a  Whig  and  after- 
ward a  Republican.  The  family  numbered  ten 
children,  as  follows:  Samuel,  deceased;  Wesley; 
Sarah,  deceased;  Alvina;  .John,  of  Logan  County, 
Ohio;  Harriet,  deceased;  Hiram,  of  this  sketch; 
fJordon,  Alfred  and  Rebecca,  .all  of  whom,  with 
the  exception  of  our  subject,  have  passed  .away. 

In  taking  up  the  history  of  our  subject,  we 
present  to  our  readers  the  life  record  of  one  of 
the  worthy  citizens  of  Drummer  Township.  Mr. 
Sidesinger  acquired  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  and  in  an  academy,  where  he  pursued  a 
long  cour.se  of  study,  preparing  him  for  a  busi- 
ness career.  He  then  engaged  in  teaching  for  a 
quarter  of  a  century  and  also  followed  civil  en- 
gineering. He  w.as  veiy  successful  in  these  lines, 
and  with  the  money  thus  acquired,  in  1876  he 
purch.ased  a  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
.acres  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  well 
imiu'oved.  He  brought  the  same  energy  .and  in- 
dustry to  agriculture  that  characterized  his  other 
pursuits  and  is  likewise  meeting  with  success  in 
this  undertaking. 

On  the  20th  of  Ma^-,  1861,  Mr.  Sidesinger  was 
united  in  marri.age  to  Miss  Catherine  Wiles,  who 
w.as  born  in  Brown  County,  Ohio,  Februarj-  14, 
1839.  and  is  a  d.aughter  of  Fred.  M.  .and  Cath- 
erine (Foley)  Wiles,  also  of  Brown  Countv,  and 
of  French  and  Scotch  extraction,  respectively. 
The  union  of  our  subject  and  his  wife  h.as  been 
blessed  with  three  children:  John  C,  a  resident 
of  Tippecanoe  Countj,  Ind.;  U.  S.  (irant,  deceased; 
and  Cora  Blaj',  now  the  wife  of  Charles  Moreland, 
an  ex[)ressiiian  on  the  Big  Four  Railroad  at 
Farmers'  City,  De  Witt  County,  111. 
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In  politics,  Mr.  Sidesinger  is  a  supporter  of  Re- 
publican principles  and  lias  served  as  iJeputj'  Sur- 
veyor for  two  terms.  He  east  his  first  Presidential 
vote  for  Gen.  .Tolin  C.  Fremont.  Ho  and  his  wife 
arc  adherents  of  the  Methodist  C'lmrcli.  They  lo- 
cated in  Ford  County  in  1884,  and  have  a  pleasant 
home  in  Druiiimer  Township,  the  hospitalile  doors 
of  which  are  always  open  to  their  many  friends. 


•^A  ARl/roN  I.  REMSP.URG,  one  of  the  hon- 
ored veterans  of  the  late  war,  who  served 
his  country*  faithfully  and  well  in  her 
struggle  to  preserve  the  Union,  is  engaged  in  gen- 
eral farming  on  section  .3,  Lyman  Township.  He 
was  l)orn  in  Frederick  County,  Md.,  April  6,  1845, 
and  is  a  son  of  Solomon  and  Mar3'  Rcmsburg.  His 
father  was  a  native  of  Marj-land  and  is  now  a  re- 
tired farmer  of  lUireau  County,  111.  In  earlv  life, 
he  was  a  AVliig  and  cast  his  lirst  Presidential  vote 
for  William  Henry  Harrison.  He  is  now  a  stanch 
Republican  and  av.iluable  citizen  in  the  commun- 
ity wiiere  he  yet  resides.  He  has  reached  the  age 
of  sevent^'-five  3-ears.  His  wife  died  when  our 
subject  was  an  infant  and  her  remains  were  interred 
in  a  cemetery  of  Ohio.  She  left  two  sons:  Isaiah, 
who  served  for  about  eighteen  months  in  Company 
I,  Twelfth  Illinois  Infantr}',  is  now  married  and 
follows  farming  in  Bureau  County';  Carlton  is  the 
next  j^ounger.  By  a  second  marriage  there  were 
three  children  but  one  died  in  infancy.  Anna  R., 
who  is  Postmistress  of  Ohio,  Bureau  County,  111.,  is 
the  widow  of  .lames  Ruff,  who  served  .as  a  soldier  in 
the  late  war  and  was  cashier  in  a  bank  in  Ohio. 
George  is  married  and  is  a  successful  farmer  and 
stock-dealer  of  Bureau  County-. 

The  educational  advantages  which  our  subject 
received  were  those  of  the  common  schools.  He 
was  a  lad  of  onlj-  fourteen  years  when  he  .accom- 
panied his  father  to  Bureau  County,  111.,  wliere  he 
remained  until  nineteen  j'ears  of  age,  when, 
prompted  bj-  patriotic  impulses,  lie  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany A,  One  Hundred  and  Forty-eighth  Illinois 
Infantry  in  .lanuary,  ISCij,  at  Princeton,  III.     The 


regiment  was  ordered  to  Quincy  and  then  to  Camp 
Butler,  whence  they  were  sent  to  Nashville  and 
assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  under 
Gen.  Thom.as.  They  were  then  ordered  to  Tidla- 
homa,  Tenn.,  on  guard  duty.  They  afterward  did 
guard  duty  in  McMinnville,  Tenn.,  and  subse- 
quently returned  to  Nashville,  where  they  were 
mustered  out  of  service  Septemlier  .5,  1865,  and 
honorably  discharged  at  .Springfield  ten  days  later. 
During  his  service,  Mr.  Remsburg  was  taken  sick 
and  confined  in  the  Cumberland  Hospital  at  Nash- 
ville, Tenn.,  for  about  six  weeks.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  this  period,  he  w.as  always  found  at  his 
post  of  duty,  faithful  to  the  cause  for  which  he 
liad  enlisted. 

On  the  12tli  of  December,  1869,  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Sarah  A.  Ilauensteiii,  who 
was  born  in  Indiana,  .July  2.3,  1849.  Her  father, 
Abraham  Ilauenstein,  was  a  native  of  Switzerland 
and  a  farmer  by  occupation.  He  w.as  born  .Tune 
21. 1822, and  died  in  Ford  County  in  M.arcli,  1880, 
at  the  age  of  fifty -eight  years.  His  wife  bore  the 
maiden  ii.ame  of  Susan  Kindle,  was  a  native  of 
New  .Jersey  and  died  at  the  age  of  forty  3'cars. 
Both  were  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church  and 
the  family  numbered  three  children:  Mary,  wife  of 
.James  Goodrich,  a  resident  of 'I'liawville.IlL:  Sarah, 
wife  of  our  suliject,  and  .Joseph  who  married  Miss 
Minnie  T.aylor  and  is  a  landlord  of  Dwight.  III. 

Mrs.  Remsburg  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  and  is  a  lady  of  genial  and  social  disposi- 
tion who  has  proved  a  valued  helpmate  to  her  hus- 
band. They  have  three  children:  .Josie,  Blanche 
aud  Harold,  and  the  family-  circle  yet  remains  un- 
broken. Their  home  is  pleasantly  situated  within 
two  and  a  half  miles  of  Thawville,  upon  a  farm  of 
<nie  hundred  and  thirty-seven  acres,  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation  and  well  improved. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Remsburg  has  lieen  a  stanch 
Republican  since  he  east  his  first  Presidential 
vote  for  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant.  He  has  been  a 
faithful  school  otHcial  for  nine  years,  and  the 
cause  of  education  h.as  found  in  him  a  warm 
friend,  but  he  h.as  never  sought  or  desired  the 
honors  or  emoluments  of  public  ottice.  Socially, 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  Post  of  Piper 
City,  and  its  jiresent  Commander.     He  attendeil 
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the  State  Encampment  at  Springfield  on  the  6th, 
7tli  and  8th  of  April,  1892,  as  a  delegate  from  liis 
post.  lie  and  iiis  wife  are  held  in  the  highest  re- 
gard throughout  the  community,  and  by  their 
upright  lives  and  sterling  worth  have  won  the 
confidence  of  all. 


I  ■    I  *  I '  t '  n 


ILTON  T.  SNYDER,  who  resides  on  .sec- 
tion 22,  Wall  Township,  is  not  only  a 
representative  farmer  of  this  community, 
but  is  also  one  of  the  early  settlers.  He 
was  born  on  a  farm  near  Keedysville,  Washington 
Count}',  Md.,  October  14,  1848,  and  is  a  son  of 
Christian  and  Jane  (Wright)  Snj-der.  His  father 
was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  of  German  de- 
scent. By  trade  he  was  a  weaver,  but  followed  farm- 
ing throughout  much  of  his  life.  The  Snyder  fam- 
ily numbered  ten  children,  the  eldest  of  whom, 
Adeline  C,  became  the  wife  of  David  Bombarger 
and  died  in  1866;  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  David 
Snider,  a  shoe-maker  residing  in  Odell,  Iml.;  Su- 
san, deceased,  was  the  vvife  of  William  McBride,  M. 
D.;  Jacob  is  a  real-estate  agent  residing  in  Indiana; 
Samuel  follows  farming  in  Wall  Township;  John 
W.  is  engaged  in  farming  near  Harrison,  Pjoone 
County,  Ark.;  ]\Iary  J.  is  the  wife  of  Perry  Co(m, 
an  agriculturist  of  Indiana;  Alfred  follows  farming 
near  Estherville,  Emmet  County,  Iowa;  David  is 
now  deceased;  and  our  subject  completes  the  fam- 

iiy- 

It  was  in  1862  that  Christian  Snyder,  accompa- 
nied by  his  wife  and  children,  came  to  Illinois,  lo- 
cating in  Ford  County.  He  rented  a  farm  near 
Paxton,  which  he  operated  for  two  years,  and 
then  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
railroad  land  on  section  22,  Wall  Township,  where 
he  made  his  home  until  his  death,  a  respected  and 
valued  citizen  of  the  communit}'.  In  politics,  he 
was  a  supporter  of  Republican  principles  and  was 
a  member  of  tlie  United  Brethren  Church.  He 
passed  away  on  the  17lh  of  April,  1873,  and  his 
wife  died  on  the  11th  of  March,  1883. 

Milton  Snyder,  whose  name  heads  this  record, 
was  a  lad  of  fourteen  3'ears  when,  with  his  parents, 


he  came  to  Illinois.  In  this  county  he  was  reared 
to  manhood,  and  in  the  district  schools,  which  he 
attended  until  eighteen  years  of  age,  he  completed 
his  education.  Under  the  parental  roof  he  re- 
mained until  lie  attained  his  majority,  and  then 
took  charge  of  his  father's  farm.  That  jilace  has 
been  his  home  since  the  first  location  of  the  family 
here,  thirty  years  ago.  He  now  owns  eighty  acres 
of  the  old  homestead,  and  engages  in  general  farm- 
ing. His  fields  are  well  tilled,  the  place  presents 
a  neat  and  attractive  appearance  and  everything 
is  in  keei)ing  with  the  idea  of  a  model   farm. 

An  important  event  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Snj'der 
occurred  cm  the  22d  of  December,  1870,  when  he 
led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Maggie  Robb,  daugh- 
ter of  .John  and  JMary  (Latimer)  Robb.  The}'  have 
a  pleasant  home,  which  is  the  abode  of  hospitality, 
and  their  friends  in  this  community  are  many. 
The  lady  is  a  member  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Paxton.  B}'  their  union  have  been 
born  five  children,  two  sons  and  three  daughters, 
but  two  are  now'  deceased.  Those  living  are  Zelda 
May,  and  Oscar  and  Nannie,  twins.  In  his  politi- 
cal affili.atioiis,  Mr.  Snyder  is  a  Republican.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church, 
and  one  of  the  |)rominont  and  well-known  citizens 
of  AVall  Township. 


.jEV.  JEREMIAH  ALLGAIER,  pastor  of  the 
^  German  Lutheran  Church  of  Melvin,  is  of 
\\  German  birth.  He  was  liorn  in  Wurtem- 
berg,  German}',  on  the  31st  of  December, 
18,T.5,  and  is  a  son  of  David  and  Rosina  (Muchler) 
AUgaier.  His  parents  were  born  and  reared  in  the 
Old  Country,  and  still  reside  there. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  partially  educated 
in  his  native  land,  where  he  remained  until  the  au- 
tumn of  1882,  when  he  emigr.ated  to  America,  and 
on  reaching  the  shores  of  this  country,  came  at 
once  to  Illinois.  For  two  years,  he  was  a  student 
in  the  Mendota  Theological  Seminary,  and  was  as- 
sistant pastor  of  the  church  of  his  denomination  in 
Compromise,  Champaign  County.  After  complet- 
ing his  studies,  he  was  ordained,  in  188.'j,  a  minister 
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of  the  German  Lntlieran  Church,  and  served  as 
pastor  at  Compromise  until  April,  1887,  when  lie 
came  to  Melvin  to  accept  the  pastorate  of  the  Mel- 
vin  church.  Its  pnlpit  he  has  since  filled,  cover- 
ing a  period  of  five  years,  and  from  this  it  will  be 
seen  that  his  services  are  very  acceptable  to  his 
people. 

On  the  18th  of  Septemlicr,  188.'),  Mr.  Allgaier 
was  joined  in  wedlock  to  ]\Iiss  Annie  Bartell.  the 
wedding  being  celel)rated  in  Compromise,  now 
Ro}'al,  Champaign  County.  The  lady  is  a  native 
of  Adams  County,  111.,  born  on  the  4th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1861,  and' is  a  daughter  of  Fred  and  Agatha 
ISartell.  Four  children  have  been  born  of  the 
union  (>r  Mr.  nnd  Mrs.  Allgaier,  two  sons  and  two 
daughters:  Rose  Agatha,  born  July  10,  1886;  Fred 
Godiielp,  April  27,  1888;.  Martha  Mary,  May  29, 
1890;   and  Emanuel  David,  December  26,  1891. 

The  German  Lutheran  Church  of  Melvin  was 
organized  in  1872,  the  first  pastor  being  the  Rev. 
George  Suesse,  who  served  from  that  j'ear  until 
April,  187.5,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev. 
Henry  Hel^ler,  whose  term  of  service  continued 
from  April,  187;')  until  April,  1878,  when  he  was 
succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Helwig  Staehling,  who  left 
the  pastorate  on  the  1.0tii  of  December,  1886.  At 
that  time  the  Rev.  Mr.  Allgaier  became  pastor,  and 
has  since  filled  that  position.  This  society  embraces 
about  thirty-five  families,  and  the  present  church 
edifice  was  erected  in  1888.  The  church  is  in  a 
flourishing  condition,  and  prospers  under  the 
management  of  the  pastor  now  in  charge. 


V. 


'JOSEPH  J.  BROWN,  an  early  settler  of 
Ford  County,  is  now  living  a  retired  life  in 
Piper  City.  For  a  number  of  years,  he  was 
a  leading  farmer  of  the  community,  and  by 
his  industry,  perseverance  and  good  management 
acquired  a  comi)etencj',  which  now  enables  him  to 
vest  and  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  former  toil.  Mr. 
Brown  is  of  English  birth.  He  was  born  in  Nortli- 
hamptonshire,  .lanuary  10,  1839,  and  is  one  of 
four  sons  and  five  daughters,  whose   parents  were 


George  and  Louisa  (White')  Brown,  natives  of  the 
same  localit3'. 

Our  subject  spent  his  earl\'  life  in  the  usual 
manner  of  farmer  lads,  no  event  of  special  impor- 
tance occurring  during  his  childhood.  At  the  age 
of  seventeen,  he  left  home  and  began  earning  his 
own  livelihood.  He  worked  on  the  railroad,  or  at 
any  labor  which  would  earn  him  an  honest  dollar, 
until  he  had  attained  his  majority,  when  he  entered 
the  military  service  of  his  country.  He  served  in 
Ireland,  was  in  Gibraltar  for  one  3'ear  and  fivo 
months,  was  on  the  Island  of  Malta  for  two  j'ears, 
in  (Juebec  and  jNIontreal,  Canada,  for  three  j-ears 
and  then  returned  to  Glasgow,  Scotland,  where  he 
was  discharged  after  eight  years  of  service.  Dur- 
ing a  part  of  the  time,  he  held  the  otlice  of  Cor- 
poral. On  leaving  the  army,  Mr.  Brown  visited 
his  old  home,  after  which  he  spent  .some  time  in 
London,  and,  in  March,  1868,  sailed  from  Liver- 
pool to  New  York.  He  sjicnt  three  years  in  the 
Empire  State,  engaging  in  farm  work,  spent  (me 
winter  in  the  pineries  of  Michigan,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1872  came  to  Ford  County.  For  a  time, 
he  was  employed  upon  the  Sibley  farm,  after  which 
he  worked  on  the  section  of  the  railroad  at  Piper 
City  and  operated  a  hay-press.  He  also  carried 
on  a  livery-stable,  and  when  he  had  acquired 
a  sufficient  capital,  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
land  in  Pella  Township  and  engaged  in  farming 
from  1878  until  1892.  He  now  owns  two  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  fine  land,  the  greater  part  of 
which  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  well 
improved.  During  the  present  year,  he  removed 
to  Pii)er  City,  where  he  has  a  Ijeautiful  new  resi- 
dence and  the  ple.asant  home  is  supplied  with 
all  the  comforts  and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life. 

On  the  21st  of  .Tune,  1877,  Mr.  Brown  was 
united  in  marri.agc,  in  Chatsworth,  with  Mrs.  Car- 
rie White,  a  daughter  of  David  and  Sarah  Ruff. 
She  was  born  in  Westmoreland  County,  Pa.,  when 
fifteen  years  of  age  went  to  Indiana,  and  in  Val- 
paraiso was  married  to  David  White,  a  native  of 
Hadley,  Hampshire  County,  Ma.ss.  On  coming  to 
Illinois,  they  located  in  Foid  Count}-,  where  Mr. 
White  died  about  nineteen  years  ago,  leaving  two 
sons:  Charles  F.  and  David  M.,  both  of  whom  are 
engaged    in     farming    m    Pella    Township.     Mrs. 
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Brown  has  resided  in  Ford  County  for  twenty- 
tliree  years,  .and  has  seen  its  development  from  a 
wikl,  uncultivated  tract  to  one  of  rich  fertility. 
She  is  an  estimable  lady  who  has  many  friends 
throughout  the  communit}'.  Mr.  Brown  is  a  Re- 
publican in  politics,  having  supported  that  party 
since  he  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  K.  15. 
Haj'es.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fel- 
lows' fraternit}'.  He  is  a  worthy  citizen  of  tiie 
community,  who  takes  a  commendable  interest  in 
all  that  pertains  to  the  welfare  and  upbuilding  of 
the  county. 


■55- 


W^^^  J.  SOWERS,  who  resides  on  section  23, 
Pella  Township,  is  a  native  of  the  Keystone 
'J  State.  lie  was  l)orn  in  Perry  County,  De- 
cember 30,  1840,  and  is  a  son  of  Daniel  and  Eliza- 
beth (Reiber)  Sowers.  Both  were  of  German 
descent;  the  former  was  born  March  14,  1813,  and 
the  latter  in  1820.  He  gave  his  attention  to  farm- 
ing and,  in  politics,"  was  a  Whig  and  afterward  a 
Republican.  His  wife  died  in  1857,  and  his  death 
occurred  wiien  about  seventy  years  of  age.  They 
had  a  family  of  eight  children,  three  of  whom  are 
now  living:  Thomas,  of  this  sketch;  Barbara  E., 
widow  of  B.  F.  Bender,  of  Pennsylv.nnia,  and  Sarah 
A.,  wife  of  .Jacob  Bender,  of  Perry  County,  Pa.; 
Caroline  die<l  at  the  age  of  eleven  years;  Margaret 
was  married  and  died  at  tlie  age  of  twent3--two; 
Samuel,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-four  years; 
Elizabeth,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen ;  and 
William  H.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eight  years. 

Tiie  subject  of  this  sketch  acquired  a  good  com- 
mon-school education  .and  remained  upon  the 
home  farm  until  he  had  attained  his  majority', 
when  he  worked  at  carpentering  for  one  year,  or 
until  August,  1863,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  Thirty- 
sixth  Pennsylvania  Regiment  of  Home  Guards, 
raised  at  the  time  of  the  Gettysburg  invasion,  and 
served  two  months.  In  September,  1864,  he  en- 
listed in  the  Two  Hundred  and  Eighth  Penns3i- 
vania  Infantry,  and  was  Orderly  Sergeant  of  C'om- 
l)anj'  F,  until  the  close  of  the  war.  The  regiment 
was  organized  at  Harrisburg  and   commanded  \>y 


Col.  A.  B.  McAlmont.  They  did  guard  duty  on 
the  banks  of  the  Appomattox  and  in  the  last  of 
November  were  in  front  of  Petersburg.  At  the 
battle  of  Ft.  Stedman,  on  the  2r>tli  of  March,  1865, 
in  the  charge  the  regiment  lost  one  hundred  men. 
The  troops  of  the  Two  Hundred  and  Eighth  jiarti- 
cipated  in  the  engagement  on  the  2d  of  April,  when 
Petersburg  was  captured,  and  followed  Lee's  Army, 
participating  in  the  eng.agement  at  Appomattox 
Court  House,  where  Lee  surrendered.  They  parti- 
cip.ated  in  the  Grand  Review  at  Washington  and, 
returning  to  Harrisburg,  were  mustered  out  on  the 
6th  of  .June,  1865. 

]\Ir.  Sowers  returned  to  Blain,  Perry  County, 
where  he  resumed  work  at  the  carpenter's  trade. 
On  the  22d  of  August,  1865,  he  w.as  there  united 
in  marriage  with  MLss  Addle  .Snyder,  a  native  of 
that  county,  and  a  daughter  of  .John  and  Susan 
Snyder,  who  were  natives  of  England.  They  began 
their  domestic  life  in  the  Keystone  State,  where 
Mr.  Sowers  followed  his  trade  until  the  spring  of 
1869,  when  he  came  with  his  family  to  Ford 
County,  III.,  and  embarked  in  farming  in  Pella 
Township,  where  he  has  since  resided.  In  1872, 
he  was  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife, 
who  died  on  the  7th  of  June,  leaving  one  son, 
.John  L.,  who  was  born  July  2,  1866,  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools,  the  Paxton  Collegiate  Insti- 
tute and  the  Normal  School  of  Valparaiso,  Ind. 
He  successfully  engaged  in  teaching  for  some  time, 
and  for  the  past  two  years  has  been  in  the  railway 
mail  service. 

On  the  3d  of  June,  1873,  in  Piper  City,  Mr.  Sow- 
ers was  again  married,  his  second  union  being  with 
Maggie  E.  Taylor,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and 
a  daughter  of  George  and  Sarah  Taylor,  both  of 
whom  are  still  living.  The  father  is  now  sixty- 
six  years  of  age  and  the  mother  seventy-one.  Our 
subject  and  his  wife  had  a  family  of  four  children, 
Init  one  is  now  deceased,  Delmar  Miles,  the  second 
child,  who  was  born  September  29,  1879,  and  died 
March  8, 1880.  Those  who  still  survive  are  George 
T.,  born  September  6,  1874;  Charles  Roscoe,  No- 
vember 6,  1882;  and  Lester  Floyd,  September  12, 
1886. 

For  nine  years  Mr.  Sowers  has  resided  upon  his 
present  f.arni,a  one  hundred  and  twenty  acre  tracf 


314 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


of  rich  land,  well  improved  and  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation.  lie  has  been  successful  in  his  busi- 
ness career  and  is  now  numbered  among  the  sub- 
stantial citizens  of  tiie  community.  He  has  lieen 
called  upon  to  serve  in  positions  of  public  trust, 
having  filled  the  otHce  of  Township  Clerk  for  four 
terms,  was  Collector  and  Supervisor  for  one  term 
each,  and  is  now  serving  his  eleventh  term  .as  As- 
sessor. He  has  been  Township  Treasurer  of  schools 
since  .Tanuar}-,  187.5,  and  for  ten  years  has  filled 
the  office  of  .Tuslice  of  the  Peace.  His  long  con- 
tinued service  in  these  positions  indicates  his  fidel- 
ity to  duty  and  his  faitiifulness  to  the  trust  reposed 
in  him.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  while 
in  the  army  for  Abraham  Lincoln,  has  since  been 
a  stalwart  Republican,  and  has  often  been  delegate 
to  the  county,  congressional  and  State  conven- 
tions. His  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church  and  a  most  estim.able  lady.  Sociall}*,  Mr. 
Sowers  belongs  to  the  Crand  Army  Post  of  Pi|)er 
City,  the  Odd  Fellows'  lodge  of  Mt.  Dempsay,Pa., 
!ind  is  Master  of  the  ^Masonic  lodge  of  Piper  City. 
He  has  been  Vice-president  of  the  Fair  Association 
since  its  organization  and  has  been  a  Director  of 
the  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Brenton  and  Pella 
Township  since  it  w.as  organized.  He  is  a  promi- 
nent and  valued  citizen  of  the  community  and 
well  deserves  representation  in  this  volume. 


^^ 
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WILLIAM  A.  CAMPBELL,  a  worthy  repre- 
sentative of  one  of  the  honored  pioneer 
^,  ^  families  of  Ford  County,  now  engaged  in 
general  farming  on  section  .35,  Wall  Township, 
was  born  in  Northumberland  Count}',  Pa.,  March 
29,  1843.  His  parents  were  Obadiah  and  Margaret 
L.  (Poyer)  Campbell,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
the  Keystone  State.  The  father  was  a  carpenter 
bj'  trade  and  made  his  home  in  the  East  until 
1856,  when,  with  his  famil}%  he  emigrated  to  P'ord 
County,  111.,  settling  in  what  is  now  Button  Town- 
ship, where  he  purchased  eight}'  acres  of  unim- 
proved land  and  began  the  development  of  a 
farm.  He  here  made  his  home  throughout  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life,  being  called   to   his  final   rest 


February  17,  1885.  His  wife  had  passed  aw.ay  in 
February,  1865,  and  his  remains  were  laid  by  tiie 
side  of  her  who  had  gone  before  in  Paxton  Cem- 
etery. They  were  tlie  parents  of  n  ine  ciiildren :  Rol>- 
ert  F.,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  and  carpenter- 
ing near  Kirksville,  Adair  Count}',  Mo.;  Abraham 
L.,  an  agriculturist;  William  A.,  who  is  the  next 
younger;  Francis  M.,  a  resident  of  Chicago;  -Jos- 
ephine, who  died  in  1881;  Oscar  L.,  a  farmer  of 
Button  Township;  Henrietta,  wife  of  Daniel  Moud}-, 
also  an  agriculturist  of  Button  Township;  Ann  L., 
wife  of  J.  N.  Swinford,  a  retired  farmer  residing  in 
Paxton,  and  Lee  Britt,  who  is  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits  in  Button  Township. 

As  our  subject  has  so  long  made  his  home  in 
the  county,  he  has  here  a  wide  acr|uaintantc,  and 
we  feel  assured  that  this  record  of  his  life  will  be 
received  with  interest  b}-  many  of  our  readers. 
His  early  life  passed  uneventfully  in  attendance 
at  the  district  schools,  where  he  .acquired  a  fair 
English  education,  and  in  work  upon  the  farm,  to 
which  he  devoted  his  energies  during  the  summer 
months.  He  remained  at  home  with  his  father 
until  his  marriage,  which  was  celebrated  on  the 
23d  of  April,  1867,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being 
Miss  Elizabeth  Irvin,  daughter  of  William  and 
Mary  (Hock)  Irvin.  Her  father  was  a  native  of 
Virginia  and  was  of  Irish  descent.  Bj' occupation, 
he  was  a  farmer  and  died  at  the  .age  of  thirty-nine 
years.  His  wife  w.as  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  died 
wlien  about  fifty  years  of  age.  Mrs.  Campbell  was 
educated  in  the  common  scliools  and  h.as  been  a 
valualile  helpmate  to  her  husband.  Their  union 
has  been  blessed  with  two  sons  and  two  daughters: 
Marguerite,  the  eldest,  was  a  student  in  the  Busi- 
ness College  in  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  where  she  took 
a  full  course  of  instruction  in  stenography.  She 
then  went  to  Chicago,  where  she  worked  as  a  sten- 
ographer and  w.as  also  a  student  in  the  Polytechnic 
School  of  that  city.  She  afterwards  entered  the 
Bryant  and  Stratton  Business  College  and  is  now 
at  home  with  her  parents.  B.  Pearl  is  also  at 
home.  Pam  aids  in  the  cultivation  of  the  home 
farm,  and  Lowell  I.  completes  the  family. 

After  their  marriage,  Mr.  Campbell  rented  land 
in  Button  Township,  and  there  the  young  couple 
began  their  domestic  life.     With  the  exception  of 
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one  year  spent  in  Champaign  County,  he  continued 
to  engage  in  the  operation  of  that  faim  until  1874, 
when,  having  acquired  some  capital  through  indus- 
try and  perseverance,  he  purchased  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  land  located  on  section  35,  Wall 
Township,  where  he  now  carries  on  general  farm- 
ing and  has  ever  since  resided.  He  now  owns 
two  hundred  and  fourteen  acres  of  arable  land 
and  his  beautiful  country  residence  indicates  his 
thrift  and  enterprise.  He  is  an  energetic  and  suc- 
cessful business  man  and  all  that  he  possesses  has 
been  achieved  through  his  own  efforts.  He  began 
life  with  scared}'  any  capital,  but  by  industry, 
frugality  and  care,  he  has  made  a  handsome  com- 
petency. He  takes  no  very  prominent  part  in 
public  affairs,  save  in  the  faithful  discharge  of  his 
duties  of  citizenship.  He  cast  iiis  first  Presiden- 
tial vote  for  Gen.  Gef)rge  B.  McClellan,  and  has 
since  been  a  Democrat,  but  has  never  sought  or 
desired  (jolitical  preferment. 


— * 


m>^^<^ 
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j|7  UCAS  T.  BISHOP  has  for  a  third  of  a 
ll  (^  century  been  a  resident  of  Brenton  Town- 
j^^^  ship,  and  now  makes  his  home  on  section 
17.  He  has  seen  the  entire  growth  of  the  com- 
munitj',  for  he  came  here  when  Ford  County'  was 
almost  an  uninhabited  tract  of  wild  land.  In  its 
upbuilding  and  growth  he  has  aided,  and  has  ever 
borne  his  part  in  the  work  of  development  and 
progress.  To  the  pioneers  all  credit  is  due  for 
what  they  have  done  for  the  county,  and  promi- 
nently among  them  should  be  mentioned  our 
subject. 

Ml-.  Bishop  was  liorn  in  Broome  Countj',  N.  Y., 
November  26,  1829,  and  is  a  son  of  Isaac  Bishop. 
The  great-grandfather  of  our  subject  served  in  the 
Revolutionary  War  and  participated  in  the  battle 
of  Bunker  Hill.  For  many  years  the  family  resided 
in  New  London,  Conn.,  where  Isaac  Bishop  made 
his  home  until  about  thirt}'  years  of  age,  when  lie 
became  a  resident  farmer  of  Broome  County, 
N.  Y.  In  later  years  he  went  to  Tioga  County, 
Pa.,  and  afterwards  to  Illinois.  He  died  at  tiie 
lumie  of  our   subject,   at    the  age    of    eightj'-flve 


years,  in  1872.  He  served  in  the  War  of  1812, 
near  New  London,  Conn.,  guarding  the  river  and 
the  city.  In  politics,  he  was  first  a  Democrat  and 
afterward  a  Republican.  His  wife  died  in  Broome 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1866. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  under  the 
parental  roof  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  began 
learning  the  cooper's  trade,  which  he  followed 
for  about  eight  years.  He  came  to  the  West  in 
1858,  and  purchased  land  in  Ford  County,  111. — 
a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Brenton 
Township.  He  now  has  a  good  home,  and  what 
was  once  wild  land  has  been  transformed  into 
rich  and  fertile  fields  which  j'ield  him  a  golden 
tribute.  He  has  planted  trees  and  made  other 
improvements  which  add  both  to  the  value  and 
beauty  of  the  place.  In  Mr.  Bishop  we  see  a  self- 
made  man  who,  though  he  had  to  begin  life 
empty-handed,  has  overcome  all  difliculties  and 
obstacles  in  his  path  and  has  worked  his  wa}-  up- 
ward to  success. 

Mr.  Bishop  is  a  friend  to  education  and  all  in- 
terests calculated  to  benefit  or  improve  the  com- 
munity. He  has  served  as  School  Trustee  since 
the  township  was  organized  and  not  a  cent  of 
money  has  been  lost  during  all  this  time.  He 
may  well  be  proud  of  such  a  record.  He  cast  his 
first  Presidential  vote  with  the  Know-nothing 
partj-  in  1856,  was  then  a  Republican  until  Grant's 
second  term,  when  he  voted  with  the  Greenback 
party.  He  is  now  a  Prohibitionist.  He  has  served 
several  terms  as  Supervisor  and  is  now  Assessor 
of  Brenton  Township.  For  a  third  of  a  century 
he  has  made  his  home  in  this  county  and  is  well 
and  favorably  known  throughout  its  borders  as 
a  public-spirited  and  progressive  citizen  and  one 
of  the  prominent  farmers  of  the  community.  He 
and  his  wife  have  been  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  of  Piper  City  since  its  organiza- 
tion. 

Mr.  Bishop  was  married  in  New  York,  in  1850, 
to  Miss  Hannah  Watson,  a  native  of  the  Empire 
State,  and  a  daughter  of  Ira  and  Mary  (McCul- 
lough)  Watson,  both  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  Six 
children  have  been  born  of  their  union,  four  sons 
and  two  daughters:  Robert  died  at  the  age  of 
nine  years;  Minnie,  who  was   born    in   New  York, 
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is  now  the  wife  of  David  ITanna,  of  Nebraska; 
Watson  is  a  carpenter  of  Broken  liow,  Neb.;  Clara 
B.,  who  graduated  from  the  Normal  University, 
of  Normal,  TIL,  is  now  engaged  in  teaching  in 
Harvard;  Claieiice  died  wlicn  about  a  j-ear  old, 
and  Edward  aids  in  the  operation  of  the  liome 
farm. 


(DWARD  M.  LYMAN,  who  is  engaged  in 
general  farming  on  section  17,  Lyman 
Township,  is  a  worthy'  representative  of 
the  honored  pioneer  family  for  wliieh  this  township 
was  named.  He  was  Iwrn  in  Southampton,  Mass., 
May  23,  1850,  and  was  the  youngest  of  live  sons, 
whose  parents  were  Samuel  and  Lucetta  (Bulk) 
Lyman.  The  fatiier  was  born  in  the  Bay  State, 
July  16,  181 1,  followed  the  occupation  of  farming, 
and  emigrated  to  the  AVest  in  1856.  Locating  in 
this  county,  he  purchased  two  hundred  and  thirty 
acres  of  wild  land  and  his  home  was  the  only  one 
between  Del  Hey  and  Oliver  Grove.  The  township 
first  bore  the  name  of  Stockton,  which  was  after- 
ward changed  to  Brenton,  and  later  was  named  for 
Mr.  Lyman.  Deer,  geese,  ducks  and  all  kinds  of 
wild  game  were  plentiful  and  the  experiences  of 
pioneer  life  were  all  borne  b^'  the  Lyman  familj'. 
The  parents  were  both  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  and  instilled  into  the  minds  of  their 
children  lessons  of  industry  and  morality.  In 
politics,  Mr.  Lyman  was  a  stanch  Republican  and 
was  a  widely-known  citizen  of  this  community, 
held  in  high  regard  for  his  sterling  worth  and  in- 
tegrity.    His  wife   died  in  Onarga,  Septembei-  25, 

1876,  and  he   passed   away  on   Christmas  Day  of 

1877.  The3'  were  laid  to  rest  side  by  side  in  Rob- 
erts Cemetery,  where  a  beautiful   monument    has 

(    een  erected  sacred  to  their  memory. 

Three  sons  of  this  worthy  couple  are  still  living. 
The  eldest,  Samuel  B.,  was  born  in  Massachusetts, 
was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits  and  acquired  a 
common-school  education.  During  the  late  war, 
he  donned  the  blue  and  served  throughout  the  en- 
tire struggle.     At   Harper's    Ferry,    he  was  taken 


prisoner  but  was  afterward  exchanged.  Later,  he 
enlisted  in  an  Illinois  regiment  and  was  given  a 
place  on  the  detective  force  in  securing  "bount^'- 
jumpers."  When  the  war  was  over,  he  received  his 
discharge  and  returned  home.  He  has  been  twice 
married.  He  first  married  Samantha  Harris,  who 
died  in  1873,  leaving  four  children,  after  which  he 
was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Mrs.  ]\Iaggie  Ramsay. 
They  now  reside  in  Rolfe,  Iowa,  where  Mr.  Lyman 
is  living  retired.  He  was  one  of  Ford  County's 
honored  citizens  for  a  number  of  years  and  served 
as  Sheriff  from  1875  until  1882,  proving  one  of 
the  most  efficient  officers  that  the  county  has  ever 
known.  George  P.,  who  for  some  time  was  a  lead- 
ing merchant  of  Roberts,  111.,  resides  in  Pasadena, 
Cal.,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  milling  business. 
He  married  Helen  Searls. 

Our  subject  is  the  third  son.  He  spent  the 
first  six  years  of  his  life  in  his  native  State,  then 
came  with  his  parents  to  Illinois.  His  education 
was  acquired  in  the  Grand  Prairie  Seminary  in 
Onarga  and  he  is  a  well-informed  man.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-foiu",  he  started  out  in  life  for  him- 
self with  no  capital,  but  is  now  a  well-to-do  farmer 
of  Lyman  Township. 

On  the  26th  of  November,  1874,  Mr.  Lyman  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Harriet  Samantha  Hard- 
ing, a  native  of  Illinois.  She  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  and  for  six  terms  was  a  successful 
teacher  in  Tazewell  Count}-.  Her  mother  is  still 
living  and  resides  with  Mrs.  Lyman.  She  was  born 
in  May,  1824,  and  is  now  about  sixty-eight  j-ears 
of  age.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  one  son, 
Eugene  H.,  who  is  attending  school  in  Roberts. 
The  parents  are  both  devout  members  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church  of  Roberts,  to  which  Mrs. 
Harding  also  belongs,  and  they  have  been  active 
workers  for  its  interest  and  upbuilding.  Mr. 
Lyman  is  one  of  the  Deacons  of  the  church,  also 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  .i  worker 
in  the  Sunday-school.  His  wife  is  a  member  of 
the  Christian  Endeavor  Society  and  is  an  officer  in 
the  Ladies'  Aid  Society.  Mr.  Lyman  has  always 
been  an  earnest  advocate  of  temperance  principles, 
and  cast  his  first  vote  for  Black  and  Russell,  since 
which  time  he  has  been  a  stanch  advocate  of  the 
Prohibition  party.     Himself  and  wife  are  members 
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of  the  Iii(le|)enclent  Oidor  of  Oood  Templars  of 
Roberts  and  are  iiiimbere(l  among  the  best  citizens 
of  this  community,  being  held  in  high  regard  by 
all  for  their  many  excellencies  of  character. 


s~~ 


"^ 


^+-^ 
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?!  DWIN  RICE  was  for  many  years  one  of  the 
most  prominent  residents  of  Paxtou,  and 
the  history  of  Ford  County-  would  lie  in- 
complete without  this  record  of  his  life.  lie  was 
a  native  of  Massachusetts,  born  in  Worcester 
County,  Decemljer  21,  1834.  His  parents,  Silas 
and  Elizabeth  (Corey)  Rice,  were  both  natives  of 
New  England. 

Our  subject  spent  his  youth  with  his  parents  in 
Ashbuinham,  where  he  acciuired  a  good  education, 
supplemented  by  study  in  Oxford,  Mass.  He  after- 
ward engaged  in  teaching  for  about  two  years,  and 
in  the  spring  of  185,5  came  West,  locating  in  Chi- 
cago, where  he  accepted  a  position  as  salesman  in 
the  mercantile  house  of  D.  B.  Fisk  &  Co.  A  few 
months  later,  he  left  the  city  and  went  to  Lisbon, 
Kendall  County,  111.,  where  he  accepted  a  position 
in  the  dry -goods  house  of  John  Moore,  and  after 
two  years  became  a  partner  in  the  business. 

In  Lisbon,  on  the  10th  of  August,  1859,  Mr. 
Rice  wedded  Miss  M.  Almarine  Moore,  daughter  of 
Schuyler  and  Jjucretia  (Kingsbury)  Moore.  Her 
father  was  a  well-educated  man  and  a  native  of 
Connecticut.  In  early  manhood,  he  went  to  New 
York,  locating  in  Skaneateles,  where  he  engaged  in 
business,  was  married  and  reared  his  family.  His 
death  occurred  in  that  place  in  1863.  His  wife 
survived  her  husband  a  number  of  years  and  de- 
parted this  life  in  August,  1891.  Both  were  buried 
in  the  cemetery  near  their  old  home.  Mrs.  Rice 
was  reared  and  educated  in  that  city.  Having 
relatives  in  Lisbon,  111.,  she  came  to  that  town  and 
engaged  in  teaching  for  some  time. 

On  account  of  failing  health,  Mr.  Rice  withdrew 
from  the  firm  of  Moore  &  Rice,  and  in  1865  made 
a  trip  to  California,  where  he  spent  about  six 
months,  settling  up  the  estate  of  his  wife's  uncle, 
Denman  Kingsbur}',  who  was  a  pioneer  of  that 
.State,  a  bridge  builder  and  prominent  citizen  dur- 


ing its  early  history.  On  his  return  to  Illinois, 
Mr.  Rice  became  a  grain  dealer  of  Morris,  but  the 
following  December  removed  to  Raxton,  where  he 
purchased  an  elevator.  In  1882,  he  suffered  a 
heavy  loss,  his  elevator  being  destroyed  by  lire, 
but  he  rebuilt  it  soon  afterward  and  resumed  busi- 
ness, which  he  carried  on  uuiil  his  death.  He  was 
connected  with  various  enterprises,  also  w.as  one  of 
the  incorporators  of  the  First  National  Bank  under 
a  National  charter  in  Ford  County.  It  was  after- 
ward re-organized  as  the  Ford  County  B.ank,  of 
which  Mr.  Rice  was  a  stockholder  until  his  death, 
and  he  was  also  a  large  stockholder  in  the  Linseed 
Oil  Works, of  Toledo,  Ohio.  He  was  a  most  enter- 
prising and  successful  Imsiness  man  and  was  pub- 
lic-spirited and  progressive.  He  gave  liberally  of 
his  means  to  the  sup|)ort  of  the  ('ongregational 
Church,  of  which  he  was  an  active  worker,  and  also 
gave  freely  to  charitable  and  benevolent  [lurposes. 
The  cause  of  temperance  found  in  him  a  warm 
advocate,  and  he  was  a  member  of  the  Cit}'  Council 
which  closed  the  saloons  of  Paxton.  He  was  ever 
ready  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  community 
where  he  lived,  and  certainly  did  much  for  the 
upbuilding  of  this  city. 

Mr.  Rice  passed  away  on  the  24th  of  April, 
1884,  respected  by  all  who  knew  him  and  mourned 
by  the  entire  community.  His  remains  were  in- 
terred in  Glen  Cemetery,  where  a  beautiful  mon- 
ument marks  his  last  resting  place.  The  poor  and 
needy  greatly  mourned  his  loss  for  they  found  in 
him  a  true  friend.  He  was  a  man  of  unblemished 
char.acter  and  his  life  was  in  many  respects  well 
worthy  of  emulation. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rice  had  no  children  of  their  own 
but  reared  in  their  home  the  lad3''s  niece,  Miss 
Almarine  Gaylord,  who  came  to  them  when  about 
three  and  a  half  years  of  age.  She  h;is  grown  to 
womanhood  and  is  an  accomplished  young  lady, 
still  residing  with  her  aunt. 

Further  mention  should  be  made  of  the  estima- 
ble wife  of  the  worthy  (tioneer  whose  life  record 
we  have  just  given.  After  her  husband's  death, 
she  took  charge  of  the  estate  and  business.  To  the 
grain  business,  she  gave  her  personal  attention  for 
about  two  years,  when  a  stock  company  was  or- 
ganized, of   which    she  was    the    principal    stock- 
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bolder.  She  also  owns  an  interest  in  the  Ford 
County  Bank.  She  is  a  lady  of  superior  business 
abilit}',  and  lier  efforts  have  l)een  very  successful. 
Of  recent  years,  she  has  invested  largely  in  Ford 
County  real  estate  and  is  the  owner  of  three  good 
farms  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  eacli,  liighl}' 
cultivated  and  well  iin[)roved.  Of  her  means  she 
has  given  liberally  for  tlie  advancement  of  those 
enteri)rises  calculated  to  [iromote  the  best  interests 
of  the  cit}-,  and  has  been  prominent!}'  connected 
with  its  upliuilding.  In  1889,  some  three  years 
after  the  discontinuance  of  the  I'axton  Collegiate 
Institute,  she  purchased  the  college  building  and 
propert}',  wliich  she  then  deeded  to  the  trustees. 
It. was  soon  afterward  rc-opened  and  the  Rice 
Collegiate  Institute,  for  so  it  is  now  called,  is  in  a 
nourishing  condition. 

After  the  deatli  of  ]\Ir.  Rice,  liis  widow  built  a 
neat  and  substantial  residence  in  I'axton,  one  of 
the  best  homes  in  the  city,  where  she  is  still  living. 
She  was  again  married,  on  the  3d  of  February,  18'.)1, 
becoming  the  wife  of  Dr.  B.  F.  Miles,  of  Peoria. 
Their  union  was  celebrated  at  the  residence  of  Mrs. 
Moore,  in  Skancateles,  N.  Y.  The  Doctor  is  a  na- 
tive of  Peunsylvania,  and  was  educated  at  Dart- 
mouth College,  N.  Y.,  and  was  graduated  from 
Marshall  College,  Pa.  After  completing  his  literary 
course,  he  studied  medicine  and  was  graduated 
from  the  .Jefferson  Medical  College  of  Philadelphia. 
He  became  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Peoria,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  the  drug  business  for  a  number  of 
years.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Miles  are  both  faithful  mem- 
bers and  active  workers  in  tlie  I'axton  Congrega- 
tional Ciiurcli,  and  are  well-known  citizens  of  Ford 
County,  held  in  high  esteem  by  all. 


OIIN  A.  aiONTELIUS,  one  of  the  most 
prominent  and  influential  citizens  of  Ford 
County,  is  a  dealer  in  real  estate,  grain  and 
agricultural  iin|)lenients  in  Piper  City.  This 
woi'k  would  be  incomplete  witliout  his  sketch, 
whicl)  we  feel  assured  will  jirove  of  interest  to 
many  of  our  readers.  lie  was  born  in  Mifflinburg, 
Pa.,  May  29,    1844,  and  is  a  descendant    of  Fi-ed 


Marcus  Montelius,  who  started  across  the  Atlantic 
in  the  winter  of  1773,  landing  in  Philadelphia  on 
the  25th  of  August.  For  some  time  he  engaged  in 
merchandising  in  the  City  of  Brotherly  Love,  after 
which  he  removed  to  Reamstown,  where  his  death 
occurred.  His  son  .lohn.  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  settled  in  Miltlinl)arg,  Pa.,  about  1800,  and 
there  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  following  the 
trade  of  a  tanner.  He  served  as  Associate  .judge 
of  the  county  and  represented  his  district  in  the 
State  Legislature. 

Charles  Montelius,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  1811,  and  was  one  of  six  sons  and  six 
daughters.  Reacquired  liis  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools,  and  in  1837  n)arried  Reliecca  Howard 
Piper.  AVhen  a  young  man,  he  learned  tlie  tanner's 
trade  but  afterwards  engaged  in  merchandising. 
His  wife  died  in  186G,  and  the  following  year  he 
came  to  Piper  City  and  resided  with  his  son.  They 
were  in  business  together  from  18G7  until  1873. 
The  death  of  the  father  occurred  in  1882,  and  his 
remains  were  taken  b.ack  to  Pennsylvania  and  laid 
by  the  side  of  his  wife.  In  politics,  he  was  first  a 
Whig  and  afterwards  a  Repul)lican.  In  religious 
belief,  he  was  a  Presliyterian  and  served  as  Elder 
of  the  church  for  manj'  years.  His  family  num- 
bered four  sons,  all  of  whom  were  born  in  iMitiiiu- 
burg,  but  two  died  in  iufane^y.  William  Piper, 
brother  of  oar  subject,  completed  liis  literary  edu- 
cation in  La  Fayette  College,  after  whicli  he  was 
for  two  years  a  student  in  the  AVesteni  Theological 
Seminary  of  Pittsburg.  He  then  became  connected 
with  the  Christian  Commission,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1804  was  stationed  at  Huntsville,  Ala.  He  died 
the  following  year. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  his  bo3iiood  days 
in  his  native  city,  where  he  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  and  in  an  academy.  In  1859,  he  left 
home  and  for  a  year  engaged  in  clerking  in  Milton, 
Pa.,  after  which  he  spent  one  year  in  Lewisburg. 
On  the  17tli  of  June.  liSG3,  he  enlisted  for  the  one 
hundred  days'  service  and  spent  the  time  at  Cum- 
berland, Md.,  as  a  member  of  Company'  D,  Thirty- 
first  Pennsylvania  Infantry.  He  was  discharged  at 
Harrisburg,  August  8,  1863,  and  on  the  12th  of 
July,  1864,  re-enlisted  in  the  First  Battalion  of 
Pennsylvania  Infantry,  and  served  until  Novemlier 
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11,  18(J4.  He  particijiatcd  in  no  battles,  but  on 
one  occasion  marched  thirty-live  miles  in  one  cia\' 
to  guard  the  iron  works  at  Johnstown.  In  the  fall 
of  1865,  he  went  to  Philadelphia  and  attended  the 
(Quaker  City  Business  College,  and  in  the  summer 
of  the  following  year  held  a  position  in  the  Corn 
Exchange  National  Bank,  of  that  citj'. 

Mr.  Mouteliuscame  West  in  the  autumn  of  18GG, 
reaching  Piper  City  on  the  14th  of  November.  On 
the  6th  of  December,  he  began  general  merchan- 
dising in  connection  with  his  uncle.  Dr.  Piper,  for 
whom  the  town  was  named.  The  firm  afterwards 
became  Piper,  Montelius  &  Co.,  subsequently  C. 
Montelius  &  Son,  and  business  is  now  carried  on 
under  the  name  of  J.  A.  Montelius,  our  subject  be- 
ing sole  proprietor.  He  was  also  engaged  in  bank- 
ing with  his  father  until  1877,  when  he  sold  out  to 
Campbell  i  Thompson,  with  the  intention  of  de- 
voting his  time  to  his  extensive  land  interests.  In 
order  to  give  employment  to  his  brother,  he  began 
dealing  in  agricultural  implements  and  afterwards 
in  grain.  He  owns  two  elevators  in  Piper  City, 
has  a  branch  implement  store  at  Kempton  and  owns 
five  thousand  acres  of  farming  land  in  Ford,  Liv- 
ingston and  Iroquois  Counties.  His  cash  transac- 
tions amount  to  about  $600,000  annually. 

On  the  8th  of  October,  1867,  in  Mifflinburg,  Pa., 
Mr.  Montelius  married  Kate  Cast,  who  was  born  in 
that  city  and  is  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary 
Cast.  Her  mother  is  now  deceased,  but  her  father 
is  still  living.  They  have  a  family  of  five  children: 
Joseph  K.,  who  is  now  twenty-two  >ears  old,  was 
born  in  Piper  City,  is  a  graduate  of  the  public 
schools,  for  two  years  studied  at  Lake  Forest,  and 
is  now  employed  in  his  father's  olHce;  Maggie  was 
also  educated  at  the  public  schools  and  at  Lake 
Forest;  George  D.  attended  the  iMilitary  Academy 
of  Orchard  Lake,  Mich.,  for  two  years;  John  A.  was 
in  the  same  school  for  one  year;  and  Mary  Rebecca 
completes  the  family. 

The  cause  of  education  has  ever  found  in  Mr. 
Montelius  a  warm  friend,  and  while  serving  as  a 
n'ember  of  the  School  Board,  he  did  effective  work 
in  its  interest.  In  1867,  he  laid  out  the  town  of 
Piper  City  and  in  a  room  twelve  feet  square,  a  part 
of  his  present  oflice,  the  first  school  convened  with 
eight  pupils.     There  were  only  four  houses  in  this 


locality  when  he  located  here,  and  with  every  pro- 
gressive step  of  Piper  City,  our  subject  has  been 
identified.  In  liis  political  aftiliations,  he  has  Ijeen 
a  stalwart  Republican  since  he  cast  his  first  Presi- 
dential vote  for  Lincoln,  in  1864,  when  in  the  army, 
and  he  usually  attends  the  county  and  congress- 
ional conventions  of  his  party.  Socially,  he  is  a 
member  of  Piper  Lodge  No.  608,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.; 
Chapter  No.  99,  R.  A.  M.;  St.  Paul  Cominandery 
No.  34,  K.  T.,  and  Gibson  Council;  also  the  Grand 
Army  Post.  He  and  his  wife  are  leading  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  take  an  active  interest 
in  its  work  and  for  twentj'  years  Mr.  Montelius  has 
served  as  Elder  and  for  many  years  has  been  Super- 
intendent of  the  Sunda3'-school.  He  started  out 
in  life  with  nothing  and  came  to  Piper  City  with 
only  $1,200,  but  by  his  industry,  enterprise,  perse- 
verance and  good  management,  he  has  increased 
his  possessions  until  he  is  now  the  wealthiest  man 
in  the  county.  Strict  integrity  and  upright  deal- 
ing have  characterized  his  life  and  won  him  the 
confidence  of  .all.  Of  his  means  he  has  given 
liberally  to  educational  and  moral  interests  and 
every  enterprise  calculated  to  prove  of  public  ben- 
efit. 


AVID  NEWMAN,  deceased,  was  born  in 
Sussex  County,  N.  J.,  on  the  14th  of  July, 
1808,  and  was  of  English  descent.  His 
parents,  John  and  Anna  (Schofield)  New- 
man, had  a  family  of  seven  children.  They  were 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and,  in  poli- 
tics, John  Newman  was  first  a  Whig  and  afterward 
a  Republican. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  in  the  State 
of  his  nativit3'and  on  the  28th  of  Jul}',  1833,  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Maria  Conkle,  a  native 
of  New  Jersey.  Unto  them  was  born  a  family  of 
four  children,  three  sons  and  a  daughter:  John, 
George,  Sarah  and  Ezra,  but  all  are  now  deceased. 
The  mother  was  called  to  her  final  rest  August  30, 
1839.  Mr.  Newman  was  again  married  on  the 
24th  of  September,  184.5,  his  second  union  being 
with  Miss  Mary  J.  Roe,  who  was  horn  in  Slrouds- 
burg.  Pa.,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mary 
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(Haines)  Roe.  Mr.  Roe  was  a  native  of  Holland 
and  of  Englisli  descent.  This  union  was  blessed 
with  seven  children,  as  follows:  Wickliffe,  Anna, 
Ezekiel,  Samuel  (deceased),  Ph(ebe,  Clara  (de- 
ceased) and  David  E. 

In  18G0,  having  come  to  Illinois,  Mr.  Newman 
located  in  Bloonungton  for  five  years.  In  18G5,  he 
purchased  a  tine  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  upon  whicli  he  nuide  his  home  until  his  death. 
He  followed  agricultural  pursuits  throughout  Ins 
entire  life  and  was  ([uite  successful  in  his  business 
career.  lie  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  in  his  political  aflilia- 
tions,  Mr.  Newman  was  a  Republican.  His  death 
occurred  on  the  19tli  of  .January,  1892,  and  his 
wife  died  on  the  21st  of  .January  of  the  same 
year.  Speaking  of  tliem,  one  of  the  county  news- 
papers gave  the  following:  "Mr.  and  Mrs.  New- 
man were  two  of  tlie  band  of  twenty  who  gathered 
in  the  Union  Schoolhouse,  in  1871,  to  organize 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  under  the  leader 
ship  of  Rev.  Criswell.of  Normal.  From  that  band 
of  twenty,  the  church  had  grown  in  their  lifetime 
to  a  membersliip  of  over  two  hundred,  among 
whom  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Newman  were  ever  prominent. 
They  were,  indeed,  highly  respected  people  of  this 
community,  who  had  the  confidence  and  warm  re- 
gard of  all  with  wliom  they  were  brought  in  con- 
tact. ' ' 

David  E.  Newman,  the  youngest  son,  has  the 
control  of  tlie  old  homestead,  and  is  one  of  Ford 
County's  most  enterprising  and  industrious  young 
men.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
exerci.ses  ills  rigiit  of  franchise  in  the  support  of  the 
Republican  party  and  is  held  in  higli  esteem  by  his 
many  friends  and  accpiaintances. 


[  OHN  VAN  NOSTIN,  a  representative  farmer 
I  of  Drummer  Township,  living  on  section  27, 
was  born  on  his  father's  farm  in  Whitewater 
Township,  Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  Febru- 
ary 7,  1836.  Ills  father,  Abram  Van  Nostin,  wasa 
native  of  New  .Jersey.  He  was  reared  as  a  farmer  but 


afterward  became  a  boot  and  shoe  maker.  He  re- 
moved to  Hamilton  County,  Ohit),  in  an  early  day 
and  became  one  of  the  pioneers  of  ftlcLean  County, 
111.,  of  1840  He  there  resided  until  his  dc;ith. 
which  occurred  in  18o2,his  remains  being  interred 
in  the  cemetery  near  Downs.  His  wife  long  sur- 
vived him  and  passed  away  in  1890.  lie  was  a 
member  of  the  I'niversalist  Churcli  and  she  held 
membership  with  tlie  Christian  Cliurch.  Tlieir 
family  numliercd  ten  children:  Aaron,  now  de- 
ceased; Ann,  willow  of  William  C.  King;  Eliza, 
wife  of  D.  Ilarboard;  Abram,  deci'ased;  Alexan- 
der, of  Kansas;  Cliarlotte,  who  is  living  in  Iowa; 
Hanuali;  Jolin,  of  this  sketch;  Margaret,  Amanda 
and  Sarah. 

John  Van  Nostin,  whose  name  heads  this  record, 
has  spent  almost  his  entire  life  in  Illinois,  his  par- 
ents locating  in  McLean  County  wlien  he  was  a  lad 
of  only  four  summers.  He  aided  in  the  labors  of 
the  farm  during  the  summer  months  and  in  the 
winter  season,  when  his  services  were  not  needed 
at  home,  attended  the  district  schools  of  the  neigh- 
borhood, where  he  acquired  a  limited  education. 
He  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  liis  fa- 
ther's death  and  then  began  working  as  a  farm 
hand  b_y  the  month  and  took  care  of  liis  widowed 
mother. 

On  the  9tli  of  .lanuary,  18Gl,in  McLean  County, 
Mr.  Van  Nostin  was  united  in  the  holy  bonds  of 
matrimony  to  Miss  Martha  S.  Phillips,  a  native  of 
Kentucky,  born  in  Nicholsville  in  1844.  Her  par- 
ents, Beauford  and  Lucy  (.Settles)  Phillips,  were 
natives  of  Kentucky.  For  thirty-nine  years,  Mr. 
Van  Nostin  engaged  in  farming  in  McLean  County 
and  then,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  removed  to 
this  county  in  January,  187.5.  Soon  afterward,  he 
purchased  the  farm  upon  whicli  he  now  resides, 
consisting  of  eighty  acres  of  arable  land,  under  a 
good  stiite  of  cultivation  and  well  improved.  In 
connection  with  general  fanning,  he  engages  in 
stock-raising,  making  a  specialty  of  thoroughbred 
horses.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Democrat  but  has  never 
sought  or  desired  public  otlice,  preferring  to  de- 
vote his  entire  attention  to  his  business.  His  wife 
is  a  member  of  the  Protestant  Methodist  Church. 
They  are  worthy  citizens  of  this  communit}'  and 
are  held  in  high  regard  by  their  many  friends. 
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BEL  C.   THOMPSON,   now   deceased,  was 

one  of  tlie  pi'tmiineiit  and  infliienlial  bus- 
iness men  of  Paxton,   and  his  name  is  in- 
<^  sepai'alily   connected    with   tlie  iipliuihling 

and  history  of  tlie  city.  He  was  born  in  Luzerne 
County,  Pa.,  August  6,  1818,  and  was  a  son  of 
John  and  Mary  ((Jaidnei)  Thoniijson.  His  father, 
also  a  native  of  the  Keystone  State,  was  descended 
from  Scotch-Irish  ancestors,  and  was  a  man  of 
character  and  worth.  The  family  of  John  and 
Mary  Thomi)Son  consisted  of  eight  children:  Fan- 
nie is  the  wife  of  Benjamin  Sailor,  a  merchant  of 
Franklin,  Pa.;  Sallie  is  the  widow  of  George  Swal- 
low, a  capitalist  of  Abington,  Pa.;  Jesse,  a  mcr- 
cliant  of  Carbondale,  Pa.;  James,  a  retired  farmer 
of  the  same  place;  Enoch,  a  farmer  of  Shenandoah, 
Iowa,  and  Rebecca,  wife  of  Thomas  Wliait,  of  Wav- 
erly.  Pa. 

Abel  C.  Thompson,  whose  name  heads  this 
article,  was  reared  to  manhood  ui)on  his  father's 
farm,  receiving  such  education  as  the  district 
schools  of  those  days  afforded.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen,  he  began  the  battle  of  life  for  himself  by 
working  on  the  farm  at  §12  per  month.  Not  sat- 
isfied with  his  educational  attainments,  he  invested 
his  carefully  husbanded  earnings  in  a  course  of 
higher  studies  in  the  schools  of  Hartford,  Pa. 

Having  accumulated  by  industry  and  economy 
a  small  capital,  he  opened  a  general  store  in  Exe- 
ter, Pa.,  which  he  ran  successfully  some  two  or 
three  years.  Removing  to  Ransom,  in  the  same 
State,  he  again  embarked  in  mercantile  pursuits, 
continuing  with  marked  success  for  many  years. 
In  1852,  he  disposed  of  his  interests  in  Ransom, 
and  moved  to  Pittstown,  Pa.,  where  he  was  also 
engaged  in  trade  for  some  time,  when  he  sold  his 
store  and  turned  his  attention  to  journalism,  be- 
coming editor  and  proprietor  of  the  PiitsUmn  Ga- 
zelle. A  man  of  varied  ability,  he  proved  himself 
capable  in  this  field,  as  well  as  in  business  affairs. 
Other  interests  claimed  his  attention,  for  he  had 
ownership  in  extensive  coal  fields.  But  nowhere 
did  his  excellencies  of  character  more  clearly  man- 
ifest themselves  than  in  the  home  circle.  To  him 
home  was  the  haven  of  rest  from  annoyances  that 
must  come  to  every  business  man. 

On  the  20th  of  October,   1845,  Mr.   Thompson 
U 


married  Miss  Catherine,  daughter  of  Solomon  and 
Elizabeth  (Searle)  Brown.  Mrs.  Thompson  is  one 
of  seven  cliildren,  as  follows:  Daniel  is  a  farmer  of 
Exeter,  Pa.;  Catherine;  Elizabeth  and  Lawrence, 
deceased;  Rasselas;  Clara,  wife  of  F.  A.  Thompson, 
of  Paxtou;  Myron,  a  resident  of  Exeter. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thompson  became  the  parents  of 
two  children.  Lawrence  died  in  infancy.  Their 
onlj'  surviving  child,  Marian,  was  born  October 
12,  1846,  received  her  education  in  Miss  Anabel's 
College,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  on  the  22d  of 
September,  1868,  became  the  wife  of  I.  J.  Sutton, 
manager  of  the  Roller  Mills  of  Paxton.  They 
have  one  child,  Stanley  T.,  the  elllcient  book-keeper 
for  the  Ford  County  Bank. 

Failing  health  caused  Mr.  Thompson  to  seek  a 
home  in  the  West.  It  was  his  intention  to  go  to  Min- 
neapolis, Minn.,  but  on  the  way  he  stopped  to  visit 
relatives  at  Paxton.  His  health  improved  so  rapidly 
that  he  determined  to  locate  in  Paxton.  The  fall 
of  the  same  year,  18C8,  he  returned  to  the  East, 
disposed  of  his  interests  and  moved  his  family  to 
their  western  home.  Having  purchased  an  inter- 
est in  the  Ford  County  Bank,  he  was  made  its 
President,  which  position  he  held  continuously  to 
the  date  of  his  death.  He  was  public-spirited 
and  liberal  toward  all  worthy  enterprises,  and 
whatever  he  took  hold  of  he  pushed  with  his  char- 
acteristic energy  and  determination.  Through  his 
personal  efforts  the  old  gristmill  of  Paxton  was 
converted  into  one  of  the  best  roller  mills  of  East- 
ern Illinois. 

In  the  truest  sense,  Mr.  Thompson  was  a  self- 
made  man;  beginning  as  a  wage-earner,  he  arose  by 
persistent  and  well-directed  effort  to  a  position  of 
influence  and  wealth,  his  intercourse  with  his  fel- 
low men  ever  being  marked  by  honesty  and  jus- 
tice. 

In  political  affairs,  Mr.  Thompson  always  took 
an  active  part,  working  for  the  triumph  of  the 
Republican  princi|)les.  In  Pennsylvania  he  served 
as  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  after  coming  to  Paxton 
held  the  office  of  Mayor  of  the  city  two  terms.  He 
wa-s  not  a  man  that  sought  places  of  public  trust, 
but  when  he  once  accepted  such  trust,  he  performed 
his  part  with  conscientious  fidelity. 

A  record  of    the    life    of    Mr.  Thompson  would 
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lack  in  the  most  essential  element  were  it  not  to 
speak  of  his  religious  faith  and  works.  In  early 
life  he  was  converted,  and  became  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  was 
ever  a  zealous  and  cheerful  worker.  If  a  superin- 
tendent of  the  Sunday-school  was  needed,  he  was 
capable  and  willing;  when  a  class-leader  was  wanted 
Mr.  Thompson  was  available;  was  financial  support 
necessary,  he  could  always  be  relied  ujion  to  do  his 
share.  In  a  word,  he  was  a  pillar  of  the  church. 
Is  it  any  wonder  that  family,  friends,  and  commun- 
ity should  mourn  the  loss  of  one  so  helpful  in  all 
that  tends  to  make  life  brighter  and  mankind  bet- 
ter? On  the  24th  of  September,  1890,  while  at  the 
mill,  Mr.  Thompson  met  with  an  accident  that  re- 
sulted in  his  death  six  days  later.  In  Glenn 
Cemetery,  at  Paxton,  his  remains  were  laid  to  rest, 
but  he  will  long  be  remembered  as  one  of  nature's 
noblemen  and  one  of  God's  faithful  servants. 


"jfJOHN  C.  KENWARD  has  been  identified 
I  with  the  history  of  Ford  County  since  1869. 
lie  now  resides  in  Roberts,  and  is  half 
owner  and  foreman  in  the  tile  factory.  He 
was  born  in  Sussex,  England,  October  2,  1832. 
His  parents,  John  and  Mercy  (Standing)  Ken- 
ward,  never  left  their  native  land.  The  father  died 
at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years,  and  his  wife  passed 
away  at  the  age  of  fifty-five.  Both  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Church.  Tliey  had  a  family  of 
three  sons  and  two  daughters:  Mercy  E.,  wife  of 
Mr.  Johnson,  grocer  and  draper  of  Stenning,  Sus- 
sex County,  England;  John,  of  this  sketch;  Sam- 
uel S.,  who  was  one  of  the  boys  in  blue  of  the  late 
war,  and  died  in  the  service  in  1863;  George,  a 
commission  merchant,  who  is  married,  and  lives  in 
Spokane  Falls,  Wash.;  and  Sarah  J.,  wife  of  John 
Stacey,  a  merchant  of  P^ast  Grinstead,  England. 

Our  subject  attended  school  until  thirteen  years 
of  age,  when  he  began  serving  an  apprenticeship 
to  the  miller's  trade,  working  in  that  capacity  un- 
til seventeen  years  of  age.  By  an  uncle,  he  was 
advised  to  come  to  America,   and,  acting  upon  his 


advice,  in  May,  1850,  sailed  from  Liverpool  on 
the  "John  Melvinzie,"  and,  after  seven  weeks, 
landed  in  New  York  with  only  ^25  in  his  pocket. 
He  had  formed  the  acquaintance  of  a  young  man 
on  lioard,  and  together  they  went  to  Buffalo. 
There  they  fell  in  with  a  man  who  robbed  Mr. 
Kenward's  friend  of  $200,  and  the  poor  boys 
found  themselves  with  only  three  sovereigns, 
which  belonged  to  our  subject.  At  Sandusky,  Mr. 
Kenward  was  offered  $2. .00  for  a  musket  which  he 
carried,  and  he  gladly  exchanged  it  for  the 
money.  The  young  men  started  to  walk  to  Per- 
rysburg,  Oiiio,  where  the  friend  secured  work  as  a 
mechanic,  and  our  subject  found  employment  in  a 
mill.  A  short  tune  afterward,  however,  he  left 
that  place,  and  at  length  went  to  Marshall,  Mich., 
where  he  worked  until  the  spring  of  18.51  in  a 
mill,  and  tlien  returned  to  Detroit.  In  May,  of 
that  year,  he  landed  on  Rock  Island,  in  Wisconsin, 
and  there  engaged  in  fishing  through  the  summer, 
but  his  employer  failed  to  pay  him  for  his  ser- 
vices. The  following  winter  he  spent  in  Wau- 
kegan,  where  he  did  chores  for  his  board,  and  in 
the  spring  went  to  Washington  Island,  Wis. 

While  on  that  island,  in  November,  1852,  Mr. 
Kenward  married  Miss  Nancy  Westbrook,  daugh- 
ter of  Joel  and  Lucinda  (Kilbourn)  Westbrook. 
Unto  them  have  been  born  ten  children,  seven 
sons  and  three  daughters,  eight  of  whOm  are  yet 
living:  Joel,  who  was  educated  at  Normal  Union 
and  successfully  engaged  in  teaching  for  a  num- 
ber of  3'ears,  is  now  married,  and  is  engaged  in  the 
jewelry  business  in  Roberts;  John,  who  was  edu- 
cated in  the  Wesle3'au  University,  resides  in  Los 
Angeles,  Cal.;  Ira,  who  was  graduated  from  the 
Wesley.an  University  in  1888,  and  for  a  time  en- 
gaged in  teaching,  is  now  married  and  practices 
law  in  Protho,  Utah;  Samuel  is  married  and  re- 
sides on  the  old  homestead;  Aaron  is  an  agricul- 
turist of  Wall  Township;  Patience,  Janieand  Will- 
ard,  at  home. 

In  1869,  Mr.  Kenward  came  with  his  family  to 
Wall  Township.  For  eighteen  years  he  had  en- 
gaged in  fishing  on  Washington  Island,  and  now 
turned  his  attention  to  farming.  He  purchased 
one  hundred  and  sixty  .acres  of  raw  land,  at  1*10 
per  acre,  and  transformed  the    uncultivated    tract 
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into  rich  and  fertile  fields.  The  boundaries  of  his 
farm  he  also  extended,  until  he  now  owns  three 
Iiiindied  and  twenty  acres  of  highly  imi)roved 
land.  In  1885,  he  came  to  Roberts,  and  hai  since 
been  foreman  of  the  tile  factory,  in  which  he  owns 
a  half  interest.  It  has  a  capacity  of  about  six 
hundred  thousand  tile  annually  and  the  sales  of 
brick  and  tile  amount  to  from  *8,0()0  to  *I0,000. 

A  poor  friendless  boy,  he  started  out  for  himself 
in  America  and  for  his  success  in  life  deserves 
great  credit  as  he  has  worked  his  way  upwaid  to  a 
position  of  affluence  and  also  to  a  high  position  in 
the  esteem  of  his  fellow-townsmen.  Himself  and 
wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Church  and  the 
lad}^  is  a  member  of  the  Foreign  Missionary  So- 
ciety. They  have  given  freely  of  their  means  for 
the  erection  of  churches  and  to  all  benevolent  and 
charitable  considerations.  Mr.  Keuward  cast  his 
first  Presidential  vote  for  (3^en.  Fremont,  and  since 
the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  has  been 
one  of  its  stanch  advocates.  He  has  served  as 
Assessor  of  Wall  Township  for  about  six  3'ears, 
was  Collector,  School  Director  and  is  School 
Trustee  of  Lyman  Township  at  the  present  time. 
He  was  also  light-house  keeper  on  Pilot  Island, 
"Wis.,  for  three  years.  While  only  twenty- two 
years  of  age,  he  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and 
laughingl}^  tells  of  how  he  was  called  upon  to 
marry  a  couple  when  his  embarrassment  was  as 
great  as  that  of  the  contracting  parties.  In  the 
summer  of  1882,  Mr.  Kenward  paid  a  visit  to 
his  old  home  in  England,  where  he  spent  four 
months. 


H****,^ 


='****'^S 


<^\  fe'ILLIAM  HURST  is  numliered  among  the 
WiJ/i  ^^'''-V  settlers  of  Ford  County,  where  he 
V^™  has  made  his  home  for  the  past  thirt}-- 
four  years.  He  is  a  native  of  Lancashire,  Eng- 
lan<l,  born  on  the  lOtli  of  January,  1838,  and  is  the 
ninth  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family'  often  children, 
three  sons  and  seven  daughters.  The  parents  were 
Joseph  and  Mary  (Bowers)  Hurst.  The  father  was 
a  native  of  Lancashire,  was  a  well-educated 
gentleman  and  was  employed  as  book-keeper  in  a 


cotton  manufactory.  About  1847,  accompanied 
by  his  wife  and  family,  he  determined  to  emigrate 
to  America,  and  crossed  the  Atlantic  from  Liver- 
pool to  Philadelphia.  He  made  a  location  at 
Gloucester,  N.  J.,  and  there  remained  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  June  23,  1849.  His  remains 
were  interred  in  Woodbury,  N.  J.  His  wife  came 
to  the  West  and  died  July  26,  1875.  She  was  laid 
away  in  Peach  Orchard  Cemetery,  where  a  beauti- 
ful stone  marks  her  last  resting  place.  Both  were 
members  of  the  Society  of  Friends. 

The  children  of  the  family  areBettie,  a  resident 
of  Lj'man  Township;  Alice,  wife  of  James  Roberts, 
whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work; 
Ellen,  who  is  living  on  section  30,  in  Lyman 
Township;  Ann,  wife  of  Joseph  Tucker,  a  railroad 
emploj'e,  residing  in  Camden  County,  N.  J.;  Mary, 
wife  of  Matthew  Bircheuough,  a  farmer  of  Iro- 
quois County;  Joseph,  a  prominent  agriculturist  of 
L3^man  Township,  whose  sketch  is  given  in  this  vol- 
ume; William,  our  subject;  and  Hannah,  who  is 
living  on  section  30,  Lyman  Township. 

William  Hurst  was  a  lad  of  nine  years  when 
with  his  parents  he  came  to  America.  He  worked 
for  his  mother  upon  the  farm  between  the  ages  of 
nineteen  and  twenty-four  j-ears  and  then  began 
life  for  himself,  his  property  consisting  solely  of  a 
team.  As  a  companion  and  helpmate  on  life's 
journey,  he  chose  Miss  Mary  Jane  Roberts,  daugh- 
ter of  James  Roberts.  Their  union  was  celebrated 
February  13,  1867,  and  has  been  blessed  with  a 
family  of  five  children,  but  the  only  son,  Walter, 
died  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years.  Lizzie  is  now  the 
wife  of  David  Kenned}',  an  agriculturist  of  Rob- 
erts, and  unto  them  have  been  born  a  son  and 
daughter.  Mary  is  attending  school  and  has  also 
received  instructions  in  instrumental  music. 
Cj'nthia  is  also  in  school,  and  Elsie  is  the  baby  of 
the  household.  Mrs.  Hurst,  who  is  a  native  of 
Sussex,  England,  is  a  well-educated  lady  and  en- 
gaged in  teaching  prior  to  her  marri.age. 

Mv.  Hurst  exercises  his  right  of  franchise  in 
support  of  the  Republican  part}',  with  which  he 
has  been  identified  since  casting  his  first  Presi- 
dential vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln.  For  nine  years, 
he  has  served  as  School  Director  and  the  cause  of 
education  has  found  in  hiin  a  warm    friend.     He 
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and  his  wife  are  members  of  tlie  Congregational 
Church,  are  l)enevolent  and  worthy  people,  and 
the  poor  and  needy  are  never  turned  from  the 
door  empty-liauded.  l\Ir.  llurst  is  now  living  re- 
tired. For  many  years  he  followed  farming  and 
was  very  successful,  so  that  now  he  can  lay  aside 
all  business  cares.  He  first  became  owner  of  one 
hundred  acres  of  raw  land,  but  transformed  it  into 
rich  and  fertile  fields,  and  extended  the  bounda- 
ries of  his  farm  until  he  now  has  a  richly  culti- 
vated tract  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres.  His 
sterling  worth  well  entitles  him  to  representation 
in  tills  volume. 


_^]. 


"^ 
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\i7  EVI  MILLER,  an  enterprising  farmer  and 
(?S)  one  of  the  prominent  early  settlers  of  this 
^.  county,  now  resides  on  section  24,  Wall 
Township.  He  is  a  native  of  the  Keystone  IState, 
born  in  Berks  County,  April  t),  1831,  and  is  a  son 
of  Frederick  Jliller,  also  a  native  of  Penns^-lvania 
and  of  German  descent,  his  ancestors  having 
come  from  that  country  m  an  earl)-  day  and  set- 
tled in  Maryland.  Frederick  Miller  removed  to 
Ohio  in  1833,  settling  in  Montgomery  County-, 
where  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1842.  His  first  wife 
was  in  her  maidenhood  Miss  Kieagle,  and  by  her 
marriage  became  the  mother  of  the  following  chil- 
dren: Isaac  and  .Jonathan,  both  now  deceased; 
Alvina,  a  resident  of  Darke  County,  Ohio;  and 
Harriet,  who  died  near  Salem,  Ohio.  Mr.  Miller 
was  again  married  in  Pennsylvania  to  Catherine 
AVhitman.  She  passed  away  in  that  State,  leaving 
two  children  to  mourn  her  loss,  our  subject  and 
Jeremiah,  who  resides  near  Sidney,  Ohio,  where  he 
carries  on  farming  and  is  one  of  the  County  Com- 
missioners of  Shelby  County.  The  father  of  this 
family  was  a  United  Brethren  in  religious  belief, 
and  in  politics  was  a  Jackson  Democrat  and  a 
stanch  supporter  of  his  party. 

Levi  Miller  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Ohio 
when  but  eighteen  months  old  and  was  there 
reared.  His  father  died  when  he  was  eleven  years 
of  age,  and  he  was  then   bound  out   for  six  years. 


His  educational  privileges  were  limited,  he  only  at- 
tending school  three  or  four  months  in  a  year. 
At  the  age  of  seventeen,  he  began  learning  the 
carpenter's  trade,  at  wliicli  he  worked  for  three 
years.  After  his  marriage,  he  removed  to  Darke 
County,  Ohio,  making  his  home  near  Greenville, 
where  he  followed  his  trade.  He  then  came  to 
Illinois  and  settled  in  La  Salle  County,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  same  occupation  for  ten  years, 
when,  in  1864,  he  came  to  Ford  County,  purchas- 
ing his  present  farm.  At  that  time  the  country 
was  so  thinly  settled  that  he  could  get  on  his 
horse  and  ride  straight  to  the  court-house  in  Pax- 
ton  without  turning  either  to  the  right  or  the  left. 
His  farm  consisted  of  eighty  acres  of  wild  prairie 
land,  and  on  the  whole  amount  there  was  not  a 
single  tree.  All  this  is  now  greatly  changed.  On 
his  fine  farm  is  a  comfortable  and  commodious  resi- 
dence, surrounded  l\y  a  grove  of  beautiful  trees. 
This  has  all  been  accomplished  by  industrious  and 
enterprising  efforts  of  our  subject,  who  is  one  of 
the  successful  farmers  of  Ford  County.  He  has 
now  one  tree  on  his  place  which  is  two  feet  in 
diameter  and  over  sixty  feet  high,  which  he  set 
out,  it  being  a  slip  that  he  cut  off  with  his  plow 
while  at  work. 

On  the  2;»th  of  July,  18.i2,  in  Preble  County, 
Ohio,  Mr.  Miller  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Maria  Werts,  a  native  of  that  count}-.  The  union 
of  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  nine  children,  namely: 
Mary,  wife  of  James  Harris,  of  Loda,  111.;  Jere- 
miah in.akes  his  home  in  Chicago;  Viola  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Big  Bend,  Kan.;  Hamer  and  Theresa,  now 
deceased;  Lee  lives  in  Loda;  Charles  is  in  Chicago; 
and  Lucretia  .and  Arthur  make  their  home  with 
their  parents.  All  of  the  children  have  had  com- 
mon educational  advantages  and  have  had  the 
benefit  of  a  good  district  school.  Mrs.  Miller  is 
a  consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church    and  her  children    attend    Victor  Church. 

Mr.  Miller  takes  an  active  part  in  public  affairs, 
and  helped  to  organize  Wall  Township  and  was 
its  first  Commissioner.  He  was  Clerk  of  the  Board 
of  Commissioners  some  time  and  made  out  the 
first  road  tax.  He  has  held  four  different  offices 
at  the  same  time,  thus  showing  the  high  regard  in 
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which  he  is  Iield.  He  was  Supervisor  in  the  _year 
1872,  and  for  twenty-  years  held  the  otlice  of  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace.  lie  talvcs  an  .ictive  interest  in 
educational  matters  and  has  iiekl  all  the  school 
offices.  He  was  Assessor  of  his  township  and  in 
all  the  ottici.al  positions  he  has  held,  lie  has  dis- 
charged the  duties  with  promptness  and  fidelity. 
He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  President 
Pierce,  and  is  a  stalwart  Democrat  in  political  sen- 
timent, often  acting  as  a  delegate  to  the  conven- 
tions of  his  party.  Mr.  INIiller  is  essentially  a  self- 
made  man,  having  secured  all  that  he  now  pos- 
sesses by  his  able  management  and  good  business 
abilitj'.  He  has  done  much  for  tlie  upbuilding  of 
the  county  and  is  one  of  its  honored  [lioneers. 


/ 


X 


W 


T.  MORRLSON  has  a  pleasant  home  on 
section  7,  Buttcm  Township,  where  he  is 
enga<Ted  in  "eneial  farinino;.  He  is  a  well- 
known  citizen  of  this  community  and  one  highly 
esteemed.  He  was  born  in  Adams  County,  Ohio, 
August  11,  1840,  and  is  of  Irish  descent.  His 
father,  Mitchell  iSIorrison,  was  a  native  of  the 
same  count}-,  but  the  grandfather,  .Judge  Robert 
Morrison,  was  born  on  the  Emerald  Isle.  When  a 
boy  he  came  to  this  country  and  located  in  South 
Carolina,  where  he  grew  to  manhood.  In  1803, 
he  emigrated  to  Ohio,  becoming  one  of  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  Adams  County,  and  was  quite  promi- 
nent in  the  early  history  of  that  community.  For 
about  thirty  years  he  served  .as  Probate  .Judge  and 
also  held  the  rank  of  Major  in  the  State  militia. 

Mitchell  Morrison  was  joined  in  wedlock  with 
Jane  Wright,  a  native  of  Adams  County,  Ohio, 
and  there  followed  farming  until  18,56,  when  he 
came  with  his  family  to  Illinois  and  cast  his  lot 
among  the  early  settlers  of  McLean  C'ounty.  Lo- 
cating west  of  I)loomington,he  there  resided  until 
1868,  which  year  witnessed  his  arrival  in  Ford 
County,  and  in  P>utton  Township  he  made  his 
home  until  his  death,  in  1879.  His  first  wife 
died  in  1850,  but  his  second  wife  slill  survives 
him.     Our  subject  is  tlu'  third  in  order  of  birth  in 


a  family  of  five  sons  and  three  daughters,  two 
daughters  being  children  of  the  second  marriage. 
A  brother  and  two  sisters  are  still  living. 

AV.  T.  Morrison  was  sixteen  j'ears  of  age  when 
with  his  father  he  came  to  Illinois.  During  the 
late  war,  he  joined  Compan}'  E,  of  the  Ninety- 
fourth  Illinois  Infantiy,  on  the  7th  of  August,  1862, 
and  served  until  after  the  cessation  of  hostilities, 
when  he  was  mustered  out  at  Galveston,  Tex., 
in  August,  1865,  receiving  his  discharge  in  Spring- 
field, 111.  He  participated  in  all  the  engagements 
of  his  regiment,  including  the  battle  of  Prairie 
Grove,  Ark.,  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  the  battle  of 
Mobile  and  many  others.  In  the  first-named  he 
received  a  flesh  wound  just  behind  the  ear  but 
otherwise  escaped  uninjured  and  was  never  in  the 
hospital.  He  was  always  found  on  duty,  faithful 
to  his  post,  and  made  for  himself  an  honoralile  war 
record. 

After  his  return  to  the  North,  Mr.  Morrison  en- 
gaged in  farming  for  two  years  in  ISIcLean  County, 
and  in  1868  came  to  this  county,  locating  on  a 
farm  in  IJutton  Township.  He  purchased  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  a  i)art  of  his 
present  farm,  and  began  its  development.  Its 
boundaries  have  since  been  extended,  until  now 
two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  pay  triluite  to  the 
care  and  labor  which  he  bestows  upon  it  and  the 
highly  cultivated  fields  indicate  his  thrift  and  en- 
terprise. Many  improvements  are  there  to  be  seen, 
including  good  barns  and  other  outbuildings  and 
a  large  two-story  residence. 

In  this  county  on  the  17th  of  -January,  1871, 
Mr.  Morrison  wedded  Miss  Mary  Moore,  who  was 
born  .and  reared  in  Holmes  County,  Ohio,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Alexander  Moore.  Their  union  h.as 
been  blessed  with  six  children:  Edward  C,  Laura  J., 
Lena,  ]\Iyrtle,  Lloyd  and  Herman  Leota.  The  par- 
ents hold  membership  with  the  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Clarence.  Mr.  Morrison  cast  his  first  Presiden- 
tial vote  for  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant  and  has  supported 
each  Presidential  nominee  since  that  time.  He  takes 
quite  an  active  interest  in  political  affairs  and  has 
filled  several  public  oflices.  After  serving  as  As- 
sessor, he  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Button  Town- 
ship for  eleven  years  .and  is  serving  his  seventh 
year  as  a  member  of   the  County  Hoard  of  Super- 
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visors  aud  for  the  second  time  is  its  Chairman. 
Mr.  Morrison  possesses  good  business  ability  and 
well  deserves  the  success  which  has  crowned  his 
efforts.  lie  has  lived  an  upright  life,  is  a  man  of 
sterling  wortli,  aud  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem 
and  confidence  by  all. 


?   I   '  I  '     I  '    I 


AMUEL  DAY.  Among  the  early  settlers 
of  the  territory'  now  comprising  Ford 
County,  was  he  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch,  and  whose  family  has  been  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  business  interests  and 
development  of  the  county  since  its  organization. 
Mr.  Day  was  born  in  Kenton  County,  Ky.,  on  the 
16th  of  April,  1799,  while  that  region  was  still  a 
wilderness.  His  father  was  the  Rev.  John  Day,  a 
native  of  Maryland  and  a  pioneer  of  Kentucky, 
when  the  red  men  held  almost  undisputed  sway  in 
that  region.  In  1803,  he  removed  with  his  family 
to  Preble  County,  Ohio,  where,  by  the  help  of  his 
sons,  he  cleared  and  improved  a  farm  in  that  heav- 
ily timbered  region,  which  was  his  home  for  the 
remainder  of  his  days.  His  wife  died  in  middle 
life  and  was  buried  in  Preble  County.  The  hus- 
band survived  till  old  age,  remaining  single.  He 
was  a  minister  of  what  is  now  known  as  the  Chris- 
tian Church,  and  was  ever  faithful  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duties.  His  death  occurred  in  Shelby  Count3', 
Ind.,  while  on  a  visit  to  his  children,  and  he  was 
there  buried. 

Samuel  Day  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm  and 
in  his  youth  learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  although 
he  made  agricultural  pursuits  the  iirincipal  occu- 
pation of  his  life.  On  the  8th  of  March,  1821,  he 
was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss  Peggy  Purviance, 
a  daughter  of  the  Hon.  David  Purviance,  and  a 
native  of  Kentucky.  Her  father  was  a  prominent 
man  of  that  State  and  distinguished  himself  by  his 
open  hostilitj'  to  slaverj\  being  an  original  Aboli- 
tionist. In  early  life  he  had  settled  in  Kentucky, 
where  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate, and  from 
his  peculiar  and  then  unpopular  views  on  the  all- 
exciting  subject  of  slavery,  he  became  renowned 
for  the  bold  defense  of  his  opinions  and    for    the 


hostility  he  encountered  and  successfullj'  com- 
batted.  In  1807,  he  removed  to  Preble  Countj% 
Ohio,  where  he  passed  the  latter  years  of  his    life. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Day  had  a  family  of  nine  children, 
all  born  in  Preble  County,  of  whom  only  four  are 
now  living:  Eliza,  the  eldest,  died  in  her  native 
State  at  the  age  of  seventeen;  John  P.  married 
Miss  Melinda  Swisher,  and  is  a  well-known  pioneer 
business  man  of  Paston.  111.;  Mary  A.,  the  next 
3'ounger,  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  j'cars;  Sophia 
became  the  wife  of  Alonzo  Loutzenhiser  and  died 
in  Champaign  Count\',  111.,  November  11,  1854. 
Samuel  L.  wedded  Susanna  Swisher,  who  died  in 
April,  1858,  and  in  1860,  he  married  his  present 
wife,  who  was  Miss  Jennie  Lyon;  he  is  also  a 
pioneer  business  man  of  Paxton  and  is  represented 
elsewhere  in  this  work.  Nicholas  B.,  the  third  son, 
married  Barbara  Stoner  and  is  one  of  the  oldest 
merchants  of  Paxton;  the  next  in  order  is  a 
daughter  who  died  in  infancy;  Cordelia  is  now 
the  wife  of  James  Hock,  of  Paxton;  and  the 
j'oungest  of  the  family,  a  son,  died  while  a   babe. 

Mr.  Day  continued  his  residence  in  Ohio  until 
August,  1851,  when  with  his  family  he  removed 
to  Miami  County,  Ind.,  and  settled  on  a  farm  near 
Peru.  In  November,  1853,  accompanied  bj-  his 
wife  and  children,  he  emigrated  to  Illinois,  trav- 
eling with  teams  and  driving  the  stock.  They  lo- 
cated near  Danville,  where,  after  spending  a  j'ear, 
Mr.  Day  and  his  sons,  Samuel  and  Nicholas  B., 
came  to  what  is  now  Ford  County,  then  a  part  of 
Vermilion.  Mr.  Da3',  Sr.,  purchased  a  partly  im- 
proved faim  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
near  Prau'ie  City,  now  Paxton,  where  he  contin- 
ued to  reside  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
February,  1858.  He  was  in  feeble  health  when  he 
came  to  Illinois  and  died  soon  after  coming  here, 
so  that  he  was  not  actively  identified  with  the 
affairs  of  the  county.  Politically,  he  was  a  Whig 
from  early  manhood  until  the  disruption  of  that 
party,  after  which  he  was  a  Republican  and  alwaj'S 
anti-slaver3'.  He  filled  the  position  of  Assessor 
and  other  minor  oflices  in  Ford  County.  He  and 
his  wife  were  consistent  members  of  the  Christian 
Church  in  former  years. 

Mrs.  Da_y  survived  her  husband  many  years  and 
later  in  life,  not  having  an  organized  society    of 
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her  own  church  at  Paxton,  she  joined  the  church 
of  the  United  Brethren  of  that  i)lace.  Her  death 
occurred  on  tlie  'Jth  of  August,  1890,  in  her  nine- 
ty-third year.  She  was  possessed  of  a  remarkably 
strong  constitution  and  superior  mental  force  and 
preserved  her  faculties  almost  unimpaired  up  to 
the  day  of  her  death.  She  was  devoted  to  her 
family  and  reared  her  childien  to  habits  of  in- 
dustry and  frugality,  and  inculcated  the  lessons  of 
sound  morality  and  Christian  faith  that  resulted 
in  their  becoming  worthy  and  respected  members 
of  society.  She  was  a  noble  woman  and  her  mem- 
ory is  held  in  great  veneration  by  lier  children 
and  surviving  friends  of  tlie  pioneer  da^ys  of  Ford 
County. 


S^  "  WAN  PETERSON,  the  leading  florist  of 
Ford  County  and  the  only  one  of  Gibson 
I)  City,  established  business  at  tliat  place  in 
1882.  Mr.  Peterson  is  a  native  of  Sweden 
and  was  born  in  Kristianstad,  December  2'J.  1860. 
His  parents'  Christian  names  were  Jens  and  Mary, 
respectively,  and  they  were  also  natives  of  the 
same  countr}'. 

The  sul)ject  of  this  si<etcli  was  educated  in  his 
native  land  and  served  a  regular  ap|nenticeship 
to  the  trade  of  a  florist.  In  1880,  when  not  quite 
twenty  years  of  age,  he  emigrated  from  Sweden  to 
America,  coming  direct  to  (iibson  City.  For  two 
3'ears  he  worked  at  whatever  he  could  find  to  do, 
by  which  he  could  earn  an  honest  dollar,  and  in 
the  meantime  learned  the  English  language.  In 
the  spring  of  1882,  having  accumulated  a  very  small 
capital  which  he  had  saved  from  his  earnings,  he 
began  raising  flowers  in  a  small  way,  under  glass. 
His  business  prospered  and  he  invested  the  profits 
in  improvements,  until  he  now  has  an  extensive 
establisliment  with  five  lots,  .50x160  feet  each, 
situated  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  city.  He  has 
5,500  square  feet  of  glass,  and  all  the  facilities  for 
a  first-class  greenhouse.  Tlis  principal  business  is 
in  cut  flowers  and  his  specialties  are  carnations 
and  violets,  while  he  has  a  fine  collection  cf  roses 
and  other  plants.     His  princi|>al    markets    are    in 


Chicago  and  St.  Louis.  He  has  a  commission  mer- 
chant in  both  cities  who  handle  his  goods.  In 
addition  to  the  business  he  does  in  Chicago  and 
St.  Louis,  he  has  quite  an  important  trade  at  home 
.and  in  neighboring  Illinois  cities.  His  annual 
trade  is  large.  Supplying  floral  decorations  for 
weddings  and  funerals  constitutes  an  important 
part  of  his  business,  and  his  good  taste  in  such 
matters  is  conceded  by  all. 

Mr.  Peterson  was  united  in  marriage,  on  the 
16th  of  May,  1886,  to  Miss  Sarah  Moline,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Swan  and  Permelia  Moline.  Mrs.  Peterson 
was  born  in  Southern  Sweden,  and  emigrated  to 
America  with  her  parents  when  six  years  of  age. 
Three  children  were  born  to  our  subject  and  his 
wife,  one  of  whom  is  now  deceased,  Freddie,  the 
only  son,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  and  a  half 
years.  The  living  are  Freda  Maria  .and  Anna 
Elizabeth. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Peterson  is  a  Republican,  casting 
his  vote  in  support  of  that  party.  He  and  his 
wife  are  consistent  members  of  the  Swedish  Evan- 
gelical Lutheran  Church,  and  are  highly  respected 
in  this  community.  He  is  an  upright  and  honest 
citizen  and  is  greatl}'  esteemed  for  his  sterling 
worth. 


k41  I^ILLIAM  BAKER  is  a  prominent  young 
\/iJr  f-i'''''^'''  of  Wall  Township,  who  has  spent 
V^^\P  almost  his  entire  life  in  Ford  County.  He 
now  resides  on  section  2,  where  he  manages  a  large 
estate.  His  father,  Henry  B.aker,  was  born  in  Han- 
over, Germany,  on  the  IDtli  of  September,  183,1, 
and  his  people  for  some  generations  were  farming 
folks.  He  grew  to  manhood  upon  a  farm  and  ac- 
quired his  education  in  the  jniblic  schools.  When 
a  boy,  he  was  put  to  work  herding  sheep,  but  as 
he  much  disliked  that  work,  he  determined  to 
seek  a  home  in  America,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
left  his  native  land.  After  quite  a  while  spent 
upon  the  Atlantic,  he  landed  in  New  York,  in 
1850,  and  from  thence  made  his  way  Westward  to 
La  Salle  County,  111.,  where  he  worked  .as  a  farm 
hand  by  the  month  for  some  time.     He  afterwards 
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purchased  land  and  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits for  himself.  He  had  owned  several  farms  in 
La  Salle  Couuiy  prior  to  1871,  when  he  came  to 
Ford  County,  settling  upon  the  farm  which  is  now 
the  home  of  our  subject.  He  there  resided  until 
1889,  when  he  removed  to  Streator,  111.,  where  he 
is  now  engaged  in  merchandising. 

In  La  Salle  Count\',  in  1858,  Henry  Baker  mar- 
ried Miss  Louisa  Eberhart,  a  native  of  New  York. 
Her  father  was  a  Frenchman  by  birth  and  her 
mother  was  born  near  Strasburg,  Germany.  Unto 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baker  were  born  six  children  who 
are  yet  living,  and  they  have  also  lost  one.  Henry 
is  now  a  merchant  of  Streator,  111.;  William  is  the 
second  in  order  of  birth ;  Edward  is  now  a  student  in 
the  Valparaiso  Normal  School  of  Indiana,  and 
makes  his  home  with  his  parents;  John  is  now  en- 
gaged in  clerking  in  Chicago;  Benjamin  and  Caro- 
line are  at  home.  Mr.  Baker  came  to  this  countrj' 
with  no  capital,  but  accumulated  a  fine  property. 
He  now  owns  one  and  three-quarter  sections  of 
land,  besides  business  and  residence  property  in 
Streator.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Republican  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Evangelical  Association,  to  which 
his  family  also  belongs. 

Our  subject  was  born  m  La  Salle  County,  on  the 
8th  of  September,  1864,  and  in  the  usual  manner 
of  farmer  lads  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth.  He  attended  the  public  schools,  and  the 
education  which  he  there  acquired  was  supple- 
mented by  a  six  months'  course  in  the  High  School 
in  Streator  and  also  six  months'  study  in  Naper- 
ville.  When  six  years  old,  he  came  to  Ford 
County,  w-hcre  he  has  resided  almost  continuously 
since.  When  his  father  left  the  farm  in  1889,  Mr. 
Baker  took  charge  of  it  and  is  now  engaged  in  gen- 
eral farming  and  stock-raising.  He  is  a  successful 
young  business  man,  wide-awake  and  enterprising, 
and  is  well  and  favorably  known  in  this  commun- 
ity. 

On  the  14th  of  .June,  1888,  Mr.  Baker  wedded 
Miss  Mary  Rienenschneider,  a  native  of  Will 
County,  111.,  and  a  daughter  of  August  and  Bar- 
bara (Klingert)  Rienen.schneider,  who  reside  in 
Lyman  Township,  that  county.'  Their  union  has 
been  blessed  with  one  son,  Samuel  Walter,  who 
was  born  on  the  6th  of  July,  1889.     The  parents 


are  both  members  of  the  Evangelical  Church,  of 
which  Mr.  Baker  is  a  Trustee.  He  also  serves  as 
Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school.  He  cast  his 
first  Presidential  vote  for  Gen.  Harrison,  in  1888. 
He  has  served  as  School  Director  for  three  years, 
but  has  never  been  an  office-seeker.  His  fellow- 
townsmen  recognize  in  him  an  honorable  and  up- 
right young  man,  and  he  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
prominent  and  representative  farmers  of  the  com- 
munity. 


aHARLES  C.  PEARCE,  as  a  breeder  of 
,  standard-bred  horses  and  a  stock-raiser,  is 
'  well  known  to  the  people  of  Ford  County. 
He  comes  from  Kentuck3',  a  State  noted  for  its  fine 
horses.  He  was  born  in  Flemingsburg,  Fleming 
County,  April  5,  1866.  His  father,  Edwin  E. 
Pearce,  was  born  on  the  3d  of  August,  1822,  in  the 
same  county  where  he  has  passed  his  entire  life. 
His  career  has  been  a  remaikable  one.  Beginning 
his  business  life  as  a  clerk  in  a  store  at  150  per 
year,  he  has  become  a  man  of  influence  and  wealth, 
much  of  his  time  being  devoted  to  the  raising  of 
standard-bred  horses.  In  an  early  day,  Mr.  Pearce, 
Sr.,  purchased  lands  in  different  counties  in  Illinois 
at  a  nominal  sum,  which  have  since  become  very 
valuable  through  the  rise  in  the  price  of  land  and 
the  improvements  he  has  made  thereon.  Besides 
owning  several  farms  in  Kentucky,  he  is  president 
of  the  banking  house  of  Pearce,  Fant  it  Co.  of 
Flemingsburg.  Notwithstanding  he  owned  a  large 
number  of  slaves,  he  was  an  advocate  of  emanci- 
pation, and  when  the  war  broke  out  gave  his  sup- 
port to  the  Union  cause.  On  the  10th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1857,  Mr.  Pearce  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Anna  J.  Clarke,  a  native  of  Mason  County, 
Ky.,  born  April  4,  1838,  and  called  to  her  final 
rest  on  the  4tli  of  October,  1878.  Unto  this  worthy 
couple  were  born  tiv^e  children,  four  of  whom  are 
now  living. 

Charles  C.  Pearce,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,who 
is  the  third  child  of  the  family,  spent  his  early  life 
on  the  farm.  In  the  private  schools  of  his  native 
county,  he  began  his  education,  which   was   com- 
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plcted  at  Lexington  University.  Ilavinir  remaiued 
on  the  farm  until  1884,  he  entered  the  bank  of 
Pearce,  Fant  &  Co.,  as  book-keeper,  remaining  in 
that  position  for  three  years,  and  since  188C  he 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  tliat 
institution.  In  August,  1><87,  Mr.  Pearce  came  to 
Gilison  City  and  began  farming  and  stock-raising 
on  a  section  of  land  which  his  father  h.id  purchased 
many  years  before. 

The  following  year  our  subject  returned  toKen- 
tucky  and  there,  October:^,  1888,  near  Tallesboro, 
married  Miss  Ilattie  ISI.,  daughter  of  Madison  M. 
and  Mary  E.  (Means)  Walker.  Mr.  Walker  still 
lives,  his  wife  having  died  some  j-ears  ago.  ]5oth 
were  born  in  Kentiiek}'  and  tlieir  only  surviving 
child  is  Mrs.  Pearce.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pearce 
was  born  a  son,  Edwin  M.,  who  lived  to  be  nearly 
two  3ears  old,  when  he  was  called  home.  The 
mother  is  a  consistent  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  in  the  interests  of  which  slie  is  an  active 
worker. 

In  political  sentiment, Mr.  Pearce  is  a  Republican, 
and  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  that  party,  as  is  also 
his  father,  lie  is  now  devoting  iiimself  chielly  to 
the  raising  of  standard-bred  horses,  of  which  he  has 
eleven  at  the  |)resent  time  on  his  farm,  being  some 
of  the  finest  horses  of  the  county.  In  early  Itoy- 
hood,  lie  learned  to  liandle  horses  and  has  accpiired 
more  than  a  local  re|)utation  as  a  good  horseman. 
He  is  enterprising  and  progressive  and  is  numbered 
among  the  worthy  citizens  of  Ford  County. 

.^ ^g -i 


■^OHN  PURVIANCE  DAY,  a  pioneer  business 
man  of  Paxton,  Ford  County,  who  located 
heie  in  March,  ]8o7,  and  for  the  past  thirty- 
three  years  has  been  prominently  identified 
with  its  real-estate  and  other  business  interests, 
was  born  in  Preble  County,  Ohio,  on  tlie  8th  of 
September,  1824.  lie  is  a  son  of  Samuel  and 
Peggy  (Purviance)  Day,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  work,  and  was  reared  on  his 
father's  farm  in  the  woods  of  Preble  County, 
Ohio.  He  enjoyed  the  limited  educational  advan- 
tages of  the   iniblic  schools  of  those  days  in  that 


region,  and  was  early  inured  to  hard  labor,  clearing 
the  heavy  timber  and  fitting  the  land  for  cultiva- 
tion 

Having  attained  to  man's  estate,  Mr.  Day  was 
united  in  marriage,  in  jNIiami  County,  Ind.,  on  the 
25th  of  September,  1845,  to  Miss  Malinda  Swisher, 
daughter  of  George  and  Elizabeth  (Bassett)  Swi- 
sher. Tiie  lady  was  born  in  Ripley,  Ind.,  and  was 
reared  in  Preble  County,  where  she  was  a  neigh- 
Ijor  and  associate  of  her  husliand  in  childhood. 
Soon  after  their  marriage,  jMr.  and  Airs.  Day  made 
their  home  on  a  farm  in  a  heavily  timbered  section 
of  Miami  County,  Ind.  For  seven  years,  Mr.  Day 
swung  the  ax  and  tilled  the  soil,  enjoying  life 
keenly  in  the  possession  of  the  substantials  of  life, 
where  all  were  on  a  common  footing,  never  long- 
ing for  or  missing  the  luxuries  of  more  modern 
civilization. 

I  n  the  fall  of  1853,  he  and  his  family,  with  teams 
and  a  portion  of  their  household  effects,  joined  his 
father  and  brothers  in  their  emigration  to  Eastern 
Illinois,  and  in  November  reached  a  point  near 
Danville,  where  they  located  and  bought  land. 
John  P.  Day  and  family  remained  on  tlieir  farm 
at  that  place  until  March,  1857,  when  they  removed 
to  Paxton,  in  what  is  now  Ford  Couiitj-.  He  be- 
came interested  in  merchandising  at  that  point 
and  later  sold  his  farm  near  Danville  and  concen- 
trated his  business  at  Paxton.  In  June,  1859, 
Ford  County  was  organized  and  at  the  first  election 
of  the  county  officers,  which  occurred  the  follow- 
ing fall,  Mr.  Day  was  elected  County  Treasurer. 
He  was  re-elected  at  the  two  succeeding  elections 
and  subsequently  filled  an  unexpired  term  on  the 
death  of  the  Treasurer,  serving  from  March  22, 
18C6,  to  November,  18()7,  making  his  entire  service 
in  that  oltice  amount  to  nearly  eight  years.  In 
politics,  he  was  a  Whig  in  early  life  and  joined  the 
Republican  party  at  its  organization  in  Illinois  in 
1854.  While  serving  as  County  Treasurer,  he  be- 
came very  familiar  witii  the  laud  of  Ford  Countj^, 
and  acted  as  agent  for  many  non-residents  in  the 
settlement  of  taxes  and  in  Iniying  and  selling  real 
estate  on  commissifm.  On  retiring  from  office,  he 
naturally  turned  his  attention  to  the  real-estate 
business,  which  he  has  carried  on  successfully  ever 
since.     His  official  and  land  business  did  not,  how- 
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ever,  occupy  his  time  exclusively,  as  he  has  been 
interested  three  different  times  with  his  brotliers 
in  merchandising,  and  at  tliis  writing  is  a  partner 
of  his  brother,  N.  B.  Day,  in  one  of  the  largest  dry- 
goods  and  general  stores  in  I'axton.  lie  and  his 
brother,  Samuel  L.,  were  associated  in  merchandis- 
ing, farming,  real  estate  and  general  trading.  Mr. 
Day  handled  live  stock  extensively,  buying,  feed- 
ing and  shipping.  They  began  mercliandising  in 
Paxton,  in  March.  1858,  having  the  second  general 
store  in  tliis  place.  In  18G0,  John  P.  Day  era- 
barked  in  the  land  business,  since  whicli  time  he 
has  bought  and  sold,  either  as  principal  or  agent, 
many  thousand  of  acres  of  land  in  Illinois  and 
other  Western  States.  At  this  writing,  he  is  the 
senior  member  of  the  real-estate  and  loan  agency 
firm  of  Day  Brothers,  of  Paxton.  This  firm  does 
an  extensive  business,  not  only  in  Illinois,  but 
in  Kansas,  Iowa  and  Missouri  lands,  and  in  city 
property. 

Three  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Day: 
Cordelia  E.,  the  eldest,  now  the  wife  of  George 
Wright,  of  Chicago,  and  tlie  mother  of  three  chil- 
dren, two  sons  and  a  daughter.  iNIargaret  died  at 
the  age  of  six  years,  and  Alice  M.  married  Theodore 
M.  King,  a  leading  druggist  of  Paxton;  they 
have  one  son,  Claude.  The  parents  and  their 
daughters  are  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church. 

Mr.  Day  was  the  first  President  of  the  town  of 
Paxton,  to  which  office  he  waselected  April  15,1861, 
on  the  incorporation  of  the  town  or  village.  He 
was  also  a  member  of  the  first  Grand  Jury  of  Ford 
County,  in  November,  1859,  as  well  as  the  first 
County  Treasurer  to  serve  a  full  term.  His  life 
has  been  an  active  and  useful  one,  and  his  business 
relations  have  been  such  as  to  give  him  an  extended 
acquaintance  throughout  Ford  and  adjacent  coun- 
ties, where  his  opinion  and  good  judgment,  espec- 
ially on  the  subject  of  land  values,  are  generally 
accepted  as  authority.  It  is  generally  conceded 
that  no  man  has  had  a  wider  experience  or  pos- 
sesses more  reliable  information  in  that  direc- 
tion than  Mr.  Day.  In  all  his  intercourse  with  his 
fellow-citizens  and  the  world  in  general,  he  has 
alwaj'S  been  found  upright  and  reliable.  AVhile 
conservative  and  prudent  in  all  his  business  trans- 


actions, yet  he  is  enterprising  and  ready  to  ven- 
ture where  his  good  judgment  sanctions  invest- 
ment and  he  seldom  makes  mistakes.  Perhaps 
that  is  one  reason  why  he  lias  been  so  successful  in 
business  and  is  so  generally'  respected.  It  is  now 
forty-six  years  since  Mr.  Day  began  business  on 
his  own  account  and  in  all  that  time  he  has  never 
sued  or  been  sued  in  a  court  of  justice,  a  record 
any  man  might  be  proud  of. 


-^: 
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//^?S^  HARLES  O.  HAYES,  a  inominent  and  rep- 
fP    re 


-•esentative  citizen  of  Roberts  and  the  pop- 
^i^J  ular  host  of  the  Glencoe  House,  is  a  native 
of  Clinton  County,  N.  Y.  He  was  born  June  11, 
1834,  and  was  the  eighth  in  a  family  of  seven  sons 
and  three  daughters,  born  unto  Asa  and  Laura 
(l^arkin)  Ila^^es.  The  father  was  born  in  the 
Green  Mountain  State,  where  he  remnined  until 
eleven  years  of  age,  and  then  removed  to  New 
York,  where  he  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life 
and  engaged  in  business  as  a  lumberman.  In  his 
childhood  days,  when  the  Revolutionary  War  was 
in  progress,  he  frequently  carried  dispatches  from 
Plattsburg  to  Ogdensburg,  N.  Y.,  through  the  un- 
broken forests.  In  politics,  he  was  a  Jefferson 
Democrat.  He  emigrated  to  McLean  County,  III., 
in  1863,  and,  purchasing  property,  there  made  his 
home  until  his  death.  His  wife  died  at  the  age  of 
fifty  and  her  remains  were  interred  by  the  side  of 
her  two  daughters  in  the  cemetery  of  Beekman- 
town,  N.  Y'.,  while  Mr.  Hayes  was  laid  to  rest  in 
Livingston  County,  111.  They  were  highly  re- 
spected people  and  their  lives  were  worth}'  of  the 
warm  regard  in  which  they  were  held. 

Five  children  of  their  family  are  yet  living: 
Hiram,  who  served  as  Captain  in  the  late  war,  is 
now  married  and  lives  a  retired  life  in  Whitewater, 
Wis.;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  S.  P.  Alford,  a 
Methodist  minister;  Charles  is  the  next  3'onnger; 
John,  who  wore  the  blue  during  the  late  war,  is  mar- 
ried and  lives  a  retired  life  near  Plattsburg,  N.  Y.; 
and  Joel  P.,  who  was  Quartermaster  of  his  company 
during  the  late  war,  is  engaged  in  farming  near 
Neosha  Falls,  Kan.      Tlie   following  are  now  de- 
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ceased:  Loyal,  who  was  born  in  New  York,  fol- 
lowed farming  and  died  in  Vermont,  where  his 
wife  and  family-  reside;  Cliristiana  became  the 
wife  of  L.  S.  Robinson,  a  farmer  of  New  York,  and 
died  at  about  the  age  of  thirty-fis-e  years;  Harriet, 
who  became  the  wife  of  Levi  Stafford,  a  mechanic, 
died  in  New  York,  and  since  her  death  her  family 
has  emigrated  to  Blichigan;  Enoch  and  Lorin 
died  at  about  twelve  and  fifteen  3-ears  of  age, 
respectivel}^ 

Our  subject  acquired  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  and  is  a  self-made  man  who  had  to 
begin  life  for  himself  empty-handed.  In  fact,  he 
borrowed  $5  with  wliich  to  come  to  tlie  AVest. 
On  attaining  his  majority,  he  emigrated  to  Illinois, 
and  in  1856,  began  working  as  a  farm  hand  in 
Kendall  County.  He  spent  the  year  l.sr)8  in  Wal- 
worth County,  Wis.,  but  with  the  exception  of 
that  time  has  since  made  his  home  in  Illinois.  On 
the  5tli  of  October,  1859,  he  married  Lucenia  R., 
daughter  of  Weskyand  Cornelia  (Kandall)  Alford. 
Her  father  was  a  native  of  New  York  and  emi- 
grated to  tiiis  State  in  1855,  locating  in  Kendall 
County,  where  our  subject  and  his  wife  were  mar- 
ried. She  was  born  October  30,  1842,  and  was  one 
of  five  sons  and  four  daughters.  Her  birth  was 
followed  by  that  of  Hann.ah,  who  became  the  wife 
of  William  Skinner,  a  farmer,  now  deceased,  who 
resides  in  Forest.  111.;  Seth,  of  Cropse}-,  111.;  I]mma, 
wife  of  Sherman  Johnson,  a  farmer  of  Livingston 
County,  III.;  Lorenzo,  a  merchant  of  Cropsey; 
George,  who  makes  his  home  in  the  same  place; 
and  Allen,  who  is  employed  as  a  salesman  1)3'  his 
brother  Lorenzo. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hayes  have  been  born  four 
daughters:  Ada,  who  was  educated  in  Sa3-brook, 
and  passed  the  teachers'  examination,  possesses 
considerable  musical  talent  and  was  instructed  in 
that  art  by  Prof.  Hugh  Kilso,  now  of  the  Conser- 
vatory of  Music  in  the  Auditorium  of  Chicago. 
She  became  the  wife  of  Orville  Cheney,  who  was 
educated  at  Wesle3an  College,  and  is  a  well-known 
farmer  of  McLean  Count3'.  He  cast  his  first  vote 
for  Gen.  Grant  and  is  a  stalwart  Republican. 
.Tulia  is  the  wife  of  Andrew  .1.  O'llarra,  a  con- 
tractor and  builder,  of  Englewood;  Nellie,  who 
was  educated  in  Saybrook,  is  the   wife  of    N.    F. 


Davis,  a  contractor  and  builder,  of  Gano,  III.,  and 
a  prominent  member  of  the  Patriotic  Order  of 
Sons  of  America.  Hattie  is  the  wife  of  Roy 
Mahaffey,  who  is  now  engaged  in  merchandizing 
in  Englewood,  111. 

Mr.  Hayes  i)roudl3'  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote 
for  .John  C.  Fremont  .and  has  since  been  a  stalwart 
Republican.  He  was  Constable  of  McLean  County- 
for  four  consecutive  years  but  has  never  been  an 
olfiee-seeker.  Himself  and  wife  are  faithful  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Church  and  contributed 
liberally  to  the  erection  of  the  Iteautiful  church 
edifice.  He  is  one  of  the  Trustees  and  was  also 
Steward.  His  wife  was  President  of  the  Ladies' 
Aid  Society,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Foreiyn  Mis- 
sionary Societ3',  and  both  have  been  identified  with 
the  Sunday-school  work. 

Glencoe  House  is  one  of  the  leading  hotels  in 
this  part  of  the  county  and  has  found  favor  with 
the  traveling  public.  Everything  is  kept  in  first- 
class  order  which  insures  it  a  liberal  jiatronage. 
Besides  this,  Mr.  Hayes  owns  other  valuable  prop- 
erty in  Roberts  but  expects  soon  to  go  South  on 
.account  of  his  health.  In  his  removal  the  county- 
will  lose  a  valuable  citizen. 

OBERT  POLLOCK  is  a  prominent  and  rej)- 
resentative  farmer  of  Patton  Township, 
residing  on  section  24,  and  it  is  with  pleas- 
^  ure  that  we  record  his  sketch  in  this  vol- 
ume, for  he  is  well  worthy  of  representation  in 
this  history  of  his  adopted  county.  Indiana  is 
the  State  of  his  nativity  and  his  birth  occurred  in 
La  Fayette,  November  28,  1840.  The  Pollock 
family  is  of  Scotch  origin  and  w.as  founded  in  this 
country  in  early  Colonial  da3's  by  ancestors  who 
settled  in  Maryland.  The  name,  however,  was 
originall3r  Polk,  and  was  thus  written  b3'  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  Robert  Polk,  a  Revo- 
lutionary soldier,  who  emigrated  from  Mary- 
Land  to  Ohio  in  an  early  day.  He  was  accom- 
panied by  his  son  William,  father  of  our  subject, 
who  was  then  a  lad.  It  was  William  and  his 
brothers  who  changed   the  spelling  of    the  family 
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name.  He  remained  in  the  Buckeye  State  until 
eighteen  3'ears  of  age,  and  then  removed  to  Indi- 
ana, locating  in  La  Fayette. 

Mr.  Pollock  was  there  united  in  marriage  to 
Polly  Ann  I'atton,  a  native  of  Indiana  and  a 
daughter  of  Judge  David  Patton,  an  early  pio- 
neer and  prominent  citizen  of  Ford  County,  whose 
sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  tliis  worlv.  After  their 
mairiage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pollock  resided  for  three 
years  in  Ija  Fayette,  and  then  removed  to  Kanka- 
kee County,  111.,  where  he  engaged  in  farming 
for  a  few  years.  Later,  he  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  in  Monee  Station,  Will  County, 
and  in  1851  removed  witli  his  family  to  what  is 
now  Ford  County,  settling  at  Ten  Mile  Grove, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  farming  for  more  tlian 
twenty  years.  He  now  resides  near  the  city  of 
Maryville,  Nodaway  County,  Mo.,  where  he  has 
made  his  home  since  1880.  The  Pollock  fam- 
ily numbered  eight  sons  and  four  daughters  and, 
with  one  exception,  all  reached  adult  age. 

Robert  Pollock,  whose  name  lieads  this  record, 
came  with  his  parents  to  this  part  of  Illinois  in 
1851,  a  lad  of  eleven  years,  and  hence  almost  liis 
entire  life  has  been  passed  in  Ford  County.  The 
days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  were  spent  in  the 
usual  manner  of  farmer  lads,  he  aiding  in  the 
farm  labors  during  the  summer  months,  while  in 
the  winter  season  he  attended  the  public  schools. 
His  primary  education  was  sui)plemented  l)y  a 
course  in  Abingdon  College,  and  he  further  pur- 
sued his  studies  in  Lombard  University.  He  be- 
gan teaching  when  only  seventeen  years  of  age, 
and  followed  that  profession  for  several  terms, 
but  at  length  left  the  schoolroom  for  the  farm, 
and  for  several  years  engaged  in  agricultuial  pur- 
suits. 

In  Kankakee  County,  111.,  in  the  spring  of  1863, 
Mr.  Pollock  wedded  Miss  Margaret  Olson,  a  na- 
tive of  Sweden.  He  has  always  taken  quite  an 
interest  in  political  affairs,  and  has  l)een  honored 
with  several  positions  of  pul)lic  trust.  He  served 
as  Marshal  of  Paxton,  was  also  Constable  and 
Deputy  Sheriff,  and  filled  other  official  positions  a 
number  of  years.  On  questions  of  national  im- 
portance, he  casts  his  ballot  in  support  of  Demo- 
cratic principles,  but  at   local  elections    votes  for 


the  man  whom  he  thinks  best  qualified  to  fill  the 
office,  regardless  of  party  affiliations.  In  1880,  he 
located  upon  his  farm,  three  miles  from  Paxton, 
where  he  now  resides,  and  has  since  given  his  time 
to  agricultural  pursuits. 

The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pollock  has  been 
blessed  by  the  presence  of  three  children:  Freder- 
ick J.,  who  lives  at  home  and  follows  farming; 
William,  who  aids  his  brother  in  the  operation  of 
the  farm;  and  Irena  C,  wife  of  Charles  Graham, 
of  Paxton.  The  parents  attend  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  and  contribute  to  its  support,  al- 
though they  are  not  members.  Since  a  lad  of 
eleven  summers,  Mr.  Pollock  has  resided  in  Ford 
Count^',  where  he  has  a  wide  acquaintance  and  is 
held  in  high  regard,  for  he  is  esteemed  by  his  fel- 
low-citizens as  a  man  of  sterling  worth  and  ex- 
emplary character.  His  life  has  been  a  busy  and 
useful  one  and,  as  a  result  of  his  own  enterprising 
efforts,  he  has  accumulated  a  corafoitable  compe- 
tence. 


AVID  KEEP,  who  is  engaged  in  general 
farming  and  stock-raising,  owns  and  operates 
one  hundred  and  eighty-nine  acres  of  valu- 
able land  situated  on  section  28,  Patton  Township. 
The  farm  is  pleasantly  situated  about  three  and  a 
half  miles  from  Paxton.  It  is  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation,  well  improved  with  good  buildings  and 
stocked  with  a  fine  grade  of  horses  and  cattle.  In- 
deed, the  owner  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  enter- 
prising and  successful  agriculturists  of  the  com- 
munity. 

Mr.  Reep  was  born  in  Butler  County,  Pa.,  Dec- 
ember 3,  184.^),  and  is  a  son  of  Isaac  Reep,  who 
was  born  in  1812.  The  grandfather  also  bore 
the  name  of  Isaac  Reep,  and  was  likewise  a  native 
of  the  Keystone  State,  where  the  German  ancestors 
of  the  family  settled  at  an  early  day.  The  grand- 
father served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  The 
father  of  our  subject  spent  his  boyhood  days  and 
youth  in  Butler  County,  and  afterward  married 
Lydia  Barnhart,  who  was  born  in  that  county  and 
was  a  daughter  of  Andrew  Barnhart,  also  a  native 
of  Penns3'Ivania  and  a  soldier  in  tlie  War  of  1812. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Keep  located  upon  a  farm  in  the 
county  of  their  nativity,  and  there  reared  their 
family.  The  father  still  resides  on  the  old  home- 
stead, and,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years,  is  liv- 
ing a  retired  life.  He  has  been  an  ardent  supporter 
of  the  Republican  party  since  its  org-anization  and 
has  held  numerous  local  oftiees.  In  religious  be- 
lief, he  is  a  Lutheran  and  lakes  an  active  interest 
in  church  work. 

David  Reep,  whose  name  heads  tliis  sketch,  was 
reared  to  manhood  upon  ids  father's  farm,  acquired 
a  good  common-school  education  anfl  remained 
under  the  jjarental  roof  until  after  he  had  attained 
his  majority,  when  he  left  home,  and  on  the  22d 
of  October,  1867,  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss 
Nannie  Jane  Kinkaid,  who  was  born  and  reared  in 
Butler  County,  and  is  a  daughter  of  .James  and 
Elizabeth  Kinkaid,  who  were  also  natives  of  the 
Keystone  Slate.  They  began  their  domestic  life 
upon  a  farm  near  the  old  Reep  homestead,  and 
our  subject  there  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 
for  a  number  of  years,  after  which  he  sold  out.  It 
was  in  1879,  that  he  came  to  Illinois,  locating  Hrst 
in  Kankakee  County,  where  he  rented  a  farm  for 
a  year.  He  then  came  to  Ford  County,  and  pur- 
chased a  tract  of  land — his  present  farm.  He  first 
bought  onl\-  one  hundred  and  nine  acres  but  lias 
since  added  to  it  an  eighty-acre  tract,  and  to  farm- 
ing and  stock-raising  has  devoted  his  entire  atten- 
tion continuouslj'  since. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reep  have  been  born  eight 
children,  the  eldest  of  whom,  John  F.,  is  now  em- 
ployed in  the  railroad  shops  at  Evansvillc,  Ind.; 
Minnie,  who  has  engaged  in  teaching,  is  now  at- 
tending the  university  at  Bloomington,  III.;  Lib- 
bie  is  attending  the  Collegiate  Institute  of  Paxton; 
Alexander  is  attending  the  public  schools  of  Pax- 
ton;  James  C,  Albert  and  Iva  May  are  attend- 
ing the  home  school,  and  Charles  Everett  com- 
pletes the  family.  They  have  lost  two  children. 
The  Reep  household  is  a  hospitable  one  and  the 
members  of  the  family-  rank  high  in  social  circles. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reep  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Cinirch  at  Paxton.  In  politics,  he  was 
formerly  a  supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  but, 
being  a  stanch  advocate  of  the  cause  of  temperance, 
his  views  on    that  question    led    him    to  identify 


himself  with  the  Prohibitionist  party.  He  is  a 
friend  to  all  social,  moral  and  educational  interests, 
and  whatever  tends  to  benefit  the  community  or 
promote  the  general  welfare  is  sure  to  receive  his 
hearty  support  and  co-operation.  He  is  indeed  a 
valued  citizen  and  one  deserving  of  representation 
in  the  history  of  his  adopted  county. 


\\  OBERT  liLACKSTOCK,of  the  Ford  County 

■f      Bank,    of    Paxton,    of    which    Thompson, 

Blackstock   &    Co.  are    proprietors,  is   an 

j^i  early  settler  of  Ford  County  and  has  been 
dentified  with  its  financial  history  for  nearly 
twenty-two  3"ears  and  a  resident  for  thirty-eight 
3^ears.  He  is  a  native  of  Ontario,  Canada,  his  birth 
having  occurred  in  Peterboro,  of  that  province,  on 
the  3d  of  August,  1825.  His  parents,  the  Rev. 
Moses  and  Jane  (Morrow)  Blackstock,  emigrated 
from  Ireland  to  Canada  in  1818.  The  Rev.  Moses 
Blackstock  was  a  clergyman  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  and  was  distinguished  for  his  earnest 
Christian  piety  and  consistent  and  faithful  work 
in  his  holy  calling.  His  wife  was  in  full  S3'mpatliy 
with  her  husband  and  possessed  in  a  marked  degree 
the  true  Christian  virtues  that  adorn  and  jjerfect 
the  character  of  a  woman  whose  husband  is  a  min- 
ister of  the  Gospel.  The  families  of  both  were  of 
Scottish  origin.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject  was  a  Presbyterian  clergyman  of  Scotland, 
wlio  became  chaplain  for  a  Scottish  colony  under 
Lord  Faruham,  which  located  near  Dublin  in 
County  Cavan,  Ireland.  The  Rev.  Moses  Black- 
stock,  after  attending  the  meetings  in  Dublin  of  an 
English  Methodist  missionaiy,  named  Gideon  Ous- 
ley,  united  with  the  Methodist  Church.  After  his 
conversion,  he  went  to  Canada  as  a  Methodist  mis- 
sionary, taking  with  him  his  wife,  whom  he  had 
married  two  years  previous.  He  was  continuously 
and  successfully  engaged  in  ministerial  work  in 
that  country  until  1855,  when  he  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  and  located  near  La  Fayette,  Ind., 
where  he  united  with  the  Northwestern  Indiana 
Conference   and   labored   faithful!}'  and   industri- 
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ously  in  that  flclfl  until  his  deatli,  whicii  occurred 
in  September,  1876.  Ills  wife  had  died  some  eight- 
een j'ears  previous,  in  La  Fayette. 

Robert  Blackstock  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Canada  under  the  best  moral  iutiuences  and  the 
strictest  Christian  discipline.  At  the  age  of  nine- 
teen, he  began  learning  the  trade  of  harness-maker 
and  was  employed  in  that  vocation  for  the  suc- 
ceeding eight  years.  In  1852,  he  wont  to  Shaw- 
nee Mound,  and  engaged  in  farming.  In  Feb- 
ruary, 1853,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Emily  Meharry,  daughter  of  Hugh  and  Susan 
(Ambrose)  Meharry,  of  Shawnee  Mound,  Ind., 
whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Five 
children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blackstock,  of 
whom  three  died  in  childhood,  while  a  son  and  a 
daughter  are  yet  living.  Ira  B.,  the  elder,  is  now 
engaged  with  his  father  in  the  management  of  the 
Ford  County  Bank,  of  which  he  is  one  of  the  pro- 
prietors, and  R.  May  presides  over  her  father's 
household. 

In  the  year  1856,  Mr.  Blackstock  removed  from 
Indiana  to  Ford  County,  111.,  and  commenced 
farming  about  three  miles  west  of  tiie  site  of 
the  present  cit^'  of  Paxton,  which  occupation 
he  pursued  with  marked  success  for  a  period  of 
twelve  years  and  accumulated  considerable  prop- 
erty. In  1870,  he  removed  to  Paxton  and  became 
interested  in  banking,  and  on  the  1st  of  Novem- 
ber oC  the  following  year,  in  company  with  A.  C. 
Thom|)son,  Edwin  Rice  and  C.  E.  Henderson,  he 
participated  in  the  incorporation  of  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Paxton,  in  which  he  was  a  stock- 
holder. In  the  spring  of  1 874,  he  was  chosen 
cashier  of  the  bank  to  succeed  S.  J.  T03',  and  con- 
tinued to  serve  in  that  position  until  February  10, 
1876,  when  the  liauk  went  into  voluntary  liquida- 
tion. Then  the  existing  firm  of  Thompson,  Black- 
stock  &  Co.  oi-ganizcd  the  Ford  County  Bank, 
which  has  since  conducted  a  safe  and  increasing 
business  and  which  is  now  under  the  management 
of  Mr.  Blackstock  and  his  son,  Ira  B.,  resident  part- 
ners. 

In  .January,  1890,  ]\Ir.  Blackstock  was  called  to 
mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife,  who  passed  to  her 
eternal  rest  on  the  9th  day  of  the  month. 

In  politics,  our  subject  is  an  earnest  Republican 


but  has  never  sought  or  desired  prominence  in 
public  affairs.  His  life  has  been  distinguished  by  the 
strictest  observance  of  Christian  dut3'  and  an  earnest 
and  active  interest  in  the  cause  of  the  church  of  his 
choice,  the  Methodist  Episcopal,  of  which  he  has 
been  a  consistent  member  from  his  youth  up.  He 
was  one  of  the  constituent  members  of  the  first 
church  established  in  Paxton,  and  has  been  an  ac- 
tive and  efficient  worker  in  the  Sunday-school  and 
in  .all  that  pertains  to  the  advance  of  the  best  in- 
terests of  society'  and  the  Christian  religion.  He 
and  his  brother-in-law,  Francis  Meharry,  were  the 
principal  contributors  in  the  construction  of  the 
Meharry  Chapel,  the  Methodist  house  of  worship, 
situated  at  a  point  four  miles  west  of  Paxton.  It 
was  built  at  a  cost  of  *  1,40(1  and  was  the  first  reg- 
ular meeting-iiouse  erected  in  Ford  County.  He 
was  also  a  liberal  contributor  toward  the  building 
of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Paxton.  Mr.  Blackstock 
is  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Building,  Loan  and 
Savings  Association  of  this  place  and  was  chosen 
Treasurer  of  the  association.  In  all  the  affairs  of 
life,  he  h.as  proved  true  to  the  high  moral  princi- 
ples inculcated  in  his  youth  by  his  venerated  par- 
ents and  is  esteemed  a  most  worthy  and  respected 
citizen  by  a  wide  circle  of  acquaintances. 


Mil 


<i^^,ICHOLAS  BALFOIR  DAY,  a  well-known 
I  1)1  ^'^''Iv  settler  of  Ford  Count}-, and  a  pioneer 
ij^J^  merchant  of  Paxton,  now  the  manager  and 
junior  partner  in  the  mercantile  firm  of  J.  P.  Day 
&  Co.,  was  born  in  Preble  Count}-,  Ohio,  on  the 
12th  of  November,  1835,  and  is  a  son  of  Samuel 
and  Pegg}-  (Purviance)  Day,  whose  sketch  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  work. 

The  childhood  and  }  butli  of  our  subject  were 
passed  on  his  father's  farm.  He  attended  the  dis- 
trict school  and  learned  to  swing  an  ax  about  .as 
early  as  he  learned  to  read.  His  home  was  in  a 
heavily  timbered  region,  where  every  acre  of  land 
represented  an  immense  amount  of  hard  labor, 
compared  with  the  land  whereon  he  subsequently 
made  his  home  in  Illinois.  When  he  was  sixteen 
years  of  age,  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  Miami 
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County,-Ind.,  and  after  there  residing  upon  a  farm 
for  two  3'ears,  the  famil}',  consisting  of  tlie  parents, 
two  married  sons  and  their  families,  and  one  mar- 
ried daughter  and  lier  family,  also  Nicholas  15.  and 
his  younger  sister,  emigrated  to  Illinois.  They  left 
Indiana  in  the  fall  of  1853,  with  teams  and  w.agons 
loaded  with  household  goods,  in  addition  to  which 
they  drove  considerable  live  stock,  making  quite  a 
caravan.  They  made  their  way  to  Vermilion  County, 
111.,  and  settled  on  land  near  Danville.  The  fol- 
lowing spring  they  put  in  crops,  but  decided  to  go 
farther  to  the  Northwest  where  the  country  was 
more  newly  settled,  and  land  cheaper.  In  August, 
1854,  Mr.  Day  and  his  sons,  Samuel  and  N.  B.,came 
to  what  is  now  Ford  County,  and  settled  near  the 
site  of  the  present  city  of  Paxton,  then  a  wild  prai- 
rie. An  incident  illustrating  the  primitive  condi- 
tion of  the  situation  is  given  by  our  subject,  who 
relates  the  story  of  his  one  day  running  a  prairie 
wolf  down  while  out  on  horseback,  and  his  killing 
the  animal  at  a  i)oint  that  is  now  the  center  of  the 
city  of  Paxton.  The  killing  was  accomplished  by 
the  common  method  in  pioneer  days.  The  rider 
having  tired  the  wolf  out,  took  off  one  of  the  stir- 
rups with  the  strap  attached  and  struck  the  wolf 
over  the  head  without  dismounting.  He  also 
helped  to  build  the  first  house  in  Prairie  City,  now 
Paxton,  so  that  he  may  be  said  to  have  been  in 
pretty  near  the  beginning  of  civilization  at  the 
county  seat  of  Ford  County. 

Mr.  Day  spent  the  fall  and  winter  of  1854  in 
assisting  his  father  in  getting  a  home  established, 
and  was  back  and  forth  between  the  new  home  and 
the  farm  near  Danville,  aiding  in  securing  the 
crops.  The  ne.xt  winter  he  helped  break  prairie, 
and  on  the  15th  of  December,  a  month  after  his 
twentieth  birthday,  was  married  at  the  lady's  home, 
to  Miss  Barbara,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Daniel  C. 
and  Susan  Sloner,  who  was  one  year  his  junior. 
She  was  born  in  Tippecanoe  County,  Ind.,  and 
came  to  lord  County  with  her  parents  in  1852. 
The  young  couple  who  at  so  early  an  age  had 
launched  their  ship  in  life  upon  the  sea  of  matri- 
mony, were  rich  only  in  30utli,  hope  and  energy, 
and  a  determination  to  succeed  in  making  their 
way  in  the  world.  IMr.  Day's  worldly  possessions 
consisted   solely   iij   the   ownership  of  a  horse  and 


saddle,  which  may  have  been  very  useful  for  pur- 
poses of  locomotion  over  the  prairie,  and  no  doubt 
might  carry  double  on  a  pinch,  but  could  not  very 
well  be  utilized  for  shelter,  fool  or  raiment.  The 
bride's  father  was  well-to-do  for  a  settler  in  the 
new  country,  and  was  evidently  shrewd  and  sensi- 
ble, and  instead  of  reaching  for  his  pocket-book 
and  making  the  opening  chapter  of  the  married  life 
of  his  daughter  and  son-in-law  cheerful  and  easy, 
took  Mr.  Day  at  his  word  when  he  said  he  only 
asked  him  for  his  daughter,  and  let  the  young  folks 
learn  by  experience  that  married  life  without  means 
was  no  summer  holiday.  And  they  learned  it. 
But  their  independence  and  pluck,  backed  by  in- 
defatigable energy,  soon  made  the  road  smoother. 
Mr.  Day  rented  a  partially-  improved  farm,  where 
he  and  his  wife  worked  with  all  their  strength  and 
endurance  to  make  a  start.  Those  were  hard  times, 
too,  in  the  history  of  the  West;  produce  brought 
but  small  return  for  labor,  and  money  was  scarce, 
especially  in  the  years  1857,  1858  and  1859.  After 
a  few  3'ears,  hoping  to  better  themselves,  they 
rented  land  near  Danville  and  removed  there.  Mr. 
Stoner  had  evidently  watched  with  satisfaction  the 
manly  independent  course  of  his  son-in-law,  and 
had  made  up  his  mind  that  the  time  had  come 
when  he  might  safely'  lend  a  helping  hand,  espe- 
cially as  he  had  learned  that  a  valuable  farm  near 
by  was  on  the  market  at  a  very  low  figure.  So  he 
wrote  Mr.  I)a3^  that  he  wanted  to  see  him  at  once. 
On  our  subject's  arrival,  he  was  surprised  to  leaiii 
that  it  was  the  desire  of  his  wife's  father  that  he 
should  buy  this  farm  of  two  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  at  a  cost  of  about  i>3,000,  and  that  the  first 
payment  of  ^1,000  was  made  by  Mr.  Stoner,  he 
taking  Mr.  Day's  note  for  the  same.  The  old 
gentleman  then  took  from  all  the  holes  in  the  walls 
of  the  rude  cabin  that  amount  in  gold,  for  which 
he  took  a  note  on  a  long  time.  When  Mv.  Sto- 
ner was  fully  satisfied  that  his  son-in-law  was  a 
financial  success,  he  made  his  wife  a  present  of  that 
8 1 ,000  note  as  a  birthday  present.  The  purchase  was 
made,  and  Mr.  Day  found  himself  the  owner  of  a 
fine  farm  partially  improved,  but  he  was  niso  deeply 
in  debt.  He  had  given  his  notes  for  the  deferred 
payments  in  amounts  of  $500,  running  one,  two 
and  three  years.     Then  came  the  tug  of  war.     He 
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raised  a  l>ig  crop  of  corn  the  first  year,  baton  haul- 
ing a  load  into  Paxton,  was  offered  only  ten  cents 
a  bushel  for  it.  He  finally  sold  it  for  bvclve  and 
a  half  cents  per  bushel,  but  decided  not  to  sell  any 
more  at  those  figures.  The  date  of  i)aynient  of  the 
first  noU'  came  round,  and,  for  the  first  and  last  time 
in  his  life,  he  had  to  admit  that  he  could  not  meet 
his  obligatit)!!.  He  had  a  lot  of  corn  in  store  and 
some  cattle,  but  to  sell  at  going  prices  would  only 
make  liis  ruin  more  et)mplete.  So  he  got  an  ex- 
tension tif  time.  This  was  during  the  first  year  of 
tiie  war;  gold  luu]  disappeared  from  sight,  and 
prices  were  tending  upward.  To  make  a  long  story 
short,  he  sold  his  ten-cent  corn  for  seventy-five 
cents  per  bushel,  and  his  cattle,  that  had  lieen  held 
at  two  cents  per  pound,  for  six  or  seven,  and  he 
soon  had  his  land  paid  for  and  money  to  spare. 

After  the  farm  was  clear,  Mr.  J^ay  found  that 
both  he  and  his  wife,  by  theii' long  continued  strug- 
gle, were  broken  down  in  health,  and  they  decided 
to  let  the  farm,  move  to  Paxton  and  take  a  year's 
much  needed  rest.  The  change  was  made  in  the 
fall  of  1863,  but  the  result  was  not  what  the}'  an- 
ticipated. The  sudden  change  from  active  and 
continuous  labor  to  idleness  was  terrible  to  Mr. 
Day,  who  became  so  uneasy  that  he  had  no  com- 
fort or  pleasure  in  life.  It  happened  that  an  ac- 
quaintance offered  him  a  position  as  clerk  in  a  gen- 
eral store  at  a  modest  salary,  which  he  gladly 
accepted  in  order  to  have  something  to  occupy  his 
time.  He  learned  to  like  his  new  work,  and  con- 
.linued  in  it  about  two  3'ears,  or  until  he  had  thor- 
oughly learned  the  mercantile  business,  when  he 
started  in  the  dry-goods  trade  for  himself  in  1865, 
and  has  followed  it  almost  contiuuall}-  since,  mak- 
ing him  the  oldest  merchant  in  Paxton  in  years  of 
business  experience.  During  all  this  time,  he  has 
still  held  the  title  to  his  farm,  which  is  one  of  the 
most  productive  and  valuable  in  the  county.  His 
wife  inherited  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  ad- 
joining it,  which  IS  also  valuable  land. 

Three  children  were  l)orn  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Day,  a 
son  and  two  daughters:  Florence  A.,  the  eldest,  is 
now  the  wife  of  William  P.  Martin,  of  Paxton; 
Viola  E.  married  Wilmer  Wright,  and  is  now  re- 
siding in  Chicago;  Curtis,  the  only  son,  is  single 
and  in  business  with  his  father  in  Paxton. 


Recently  a  partnership  was  formed  between  Mr. 
Daj"  and  his  brother,  John  V.,  in  the  mercantile 
business,  under  Ihe  firm  name  of  .1.  P.  Day  &  Co. 
While  this  partnership  has  existed  onl>'  a  year, 
they  have  been  associated  in  bnsiness,  in  one  way 
and  another,  for  the  greater  ()art  of  their  mature 
years.  It  has  been  a  marked  characteristic  of  the 
Day  brothers,  that  they  have  always  woi'ked  to- 
gether in  harmony  aiul  mutual  confidence;  the 
younger  ones  looking  up  to  .lohn  P.  as  the  head  of 
their  family,  and  their  counselor  and  adviser. 

N.  B.  Day  has  always  been  a  Kepulilican  in  poli- 
tics, and  while  he  has  served  as  .Supervisor  of  his 
township  for  six  years,  he  has  never  been  an  aspir- 
ant for  pulilic  office.  His  religious  training  in 
early  life  w.as  under  the  auspices  of  the  Christian 
Church,  to  which  his  parents  Ijelonged,  but  later 
in  life  he  became  associated  with  the  Methodist 
Church  as  an  official  member,  and  with  his  family 
attends  that  church.  Mr.  Day  has  been  known  to 
the  citizens  of  Ford  and  adjacent  counties  from 
early  manhood,  with  whom  he  has  maintained  in- 
timate social  and  business  relations,  and  it  is  no 
flattery  to  say  of  him  that  his  integrity  is  above 
question,  and  his  character  without  reproach.  He 
is  genial,  cordial  and  unassuming  in  manner,  and 
is  always  to  lie  relied  uixin  fur  a  fair  and  lionorable 
discharge  of  the  duties  devolving  upon  him  in  all 
the  relations  of  life. 


^      ^^T^ 


llL^  ENRY  C.  RAWLINGS,  a  member  of  the 
Rice  Grain  Elevator  Company  and  of  the 
AVabash  Valley  Coal  Company,  is  a  promi- 
/j  nent  citizen  of  Paxton,  and  well  deserves 
mention  in  this  volume.  He  claims  Indiana  as  the 
State  of  his  nativity,  his  birth  having  occurred  in 
Jennings  County  on  the  '23d  of  July,  1848.  His 
parents  are  Henry  and  Caroline  (Amnions)  Rawl- 
ings,  the  former  a  native  of  Kentucky,  and  the  lat- 
ter of  Jefferson  County,  Ind.  Both  are  still  living 
and  reside  in  Jackson  County,  Ind.,  near  Seymour. 
Henry  C.  Rawlings,whose  name  heads  this  record, 
was  educated  in  the  country  schools  of  his  native 
State,  where  the  days  of  his   boyhood    and   youth 
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were  passed.  Thinking  Paxton  furnished  a  good 
opening,  he  came  to  this  city  in  tlie  latter  ()art  of 
1873,  and  engaged  in  the  harness-malving business. 
Some  time  afterwards  he  emltarlvcd  in  the  dry-goods 
trade  and  continued  mercliandising  until  1890, 
when  he  liecame  connected  with  tlie  Rice  Grain 
Elevator  Company  of  Paxton. 

"When  a  young  man,  in  December,  18G4,  Mr.  Rawl- 
ings  responded  to  the  country's  call  for  troops  to 
help  crush  out  the  rebellion  and  became  a  member 
of  Company  F,  One  Hundred  and  Forty-fifth  In- 
diana Infantry.  He  went  into  the  service  as  a 
dnunnier  boy,  being  then  less  than  seventeen  years 
of  age,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  when 
he  was  h()noral)ly  discharged.  lie  is  now  a  mem- 
ber of  Paxton  Post,  No.  387,  G.  A.  R.,  and  of  Mt. 
Olivet  Commandery,  No.  38,  K.  T.  He  exercises 
his  right  of  franchise  in  support  of  the  Prohibition 
party,  and  as  every  true  American  citizen  should 
do,  takes  an  interest  in  political  affairs  although  he 
has  never  sought  public  office. 

The  lady  who  is  now  Mrs.  Rawlings  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Margaret  Cooper.  She  is  a  native 
of  Springfield,  Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of  .James  and 
Elizabeth  Cooper.  Their  marriage  was  celebrated 
on  the  22d  of  February,  1876.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Rawlings  are  members  of  tlie  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  He  is  widely  and  favorably  known  as  a 
popular  merchant  and  successful  business  man  and 
both  he  and  his  wife  are  highly  respected  members 
of  Paxton  societv. 


-^^ 


^ip^REDERICK  J.  ,10IIN80N,  who  owns  and 
T:\Si-  operates  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of 
(i^  land  on  section  15,  Patton  Township,  is 
numbered  among  the  earl^'  settlers  of  the  county, 
his  residence  here  covering  a  period  of  twenty- 
seven  years.  He  was  born  on  the  6th  of  July, 
1842,  in  Sweden,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Johanna 
(Anderson)  Johnson.  The  family  crossed  the  At- 
lantic to  America  in  1853,  taking  passage  at  Guten- 
berg on  the  24th  of  Jul}^  in  a  sailing-vessel,  which 
reached  Boston  on  the  22d  of  October,  after  thir- 
teen weeks  spent  upon  the  broad  Atlantic.  Mr. 
15 


Johnson  at  once  came  West,  locating  in  La  Fayette, 
Ind.,  where  he  made  his  home  for  a  few  years.  It 
was  in  1865  that  he  came  to  Illinois  and  settled  in 
Ford  C'ounty,  wheie  he  bought  a  tract  of  land  of 
two  hundred  acres  near  Paxton  and  liegan  its  de- 
veloi)ment.  His  wife  died  the  following  year.  Mr. 
.lohnson  still  resides  with  his  son,  our  subject. 

The  first  eleven  ^ears  of  his  life  our  subject  spent 
in  the  land  of  his  nativity  and  then  accompanied 
his  parents  on  their  emigration  to  America.  He 
grew  to  manhood  in  Indiana,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty'  years,  in  August,  1862,  joined  the  boys  in 
blue  of  Company  II,  Seventy-second  Indiana  In- 
fantiy  in  defense  of  the  Union.  lie  was  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  Corporal  and  particii)ated  in  all  the 
engagements  with  his  command.  The  regiment 
was  mounted  at  Murfrcesl)oro  and  formed  the 
Wilder  Brigade.  The  troops  were  in  the  battle  of 
Cliickamauga,  Lookout  IMountain,  and  all  the  en- 
gagements of  the  siege  of  Atlanta,  and  went  with 
Sherman  on  the  memorable  march  to  the  sea.  When 
the  war  was  over,  our  subject  received  his  dis- 
charge at  Indianapolis,  July  6,  1865,  after  almost 
three  years  of  ser/ice.  He  had  proved  a  faithful 
soldier,  was  ever  found  at  his  post  of  duty  and 
made  an  honorable  army  record. 

After  being  mustered  out,  Mr.  Johnson  joined 
his  father's  family,  who  in  the  meantime  had  re- 
moved to  Illinois,  and  aided  his  father  in  farming. 
They  afterwards  sold  the  original  place  and  pur- 
ch.ased  that  on  which  Mr.  Johnson  is  now  living. 
The  farm,  which  is  pleasantly  situated  three  miles 
from  Paxton,  comprises  within  its  boundaries  two 
hundred  and  forty  acres  of  valuable  and  highly 
improved  land,  and  the  owner  is  accounted  one  of 
the  enterprising  and  substantial  agriculturists  of 
Ford  Count}-.  He  is  industrious,  possesses  good 
business  abilitj-,  and  prosperity  has  attended  his 
undertakings. 

On  the  22d  of  December,  1869,  in  this  count}', 
Mr.  Johnson  was  married  to  Sophia  A.  Westrand, 
a  native  of  Sweden.  She  spent  her  maidenhood 
days  in  that  country-,  and,  with  her  brother  Charles, 
came  to  America  in  1867.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson 
now  have  a  family  of  five  children,  and  the  circle 
yet  remains  unbroken:  Carl  J.  and  Emma  W.,  the 
two  eldest,  are  attending  the  Collegiate  Institute 
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of  Paxton;  AVilliain  E.  is  also  a  student  in  tliat 
school;  Anna  J.  and  Julia  A.  complete  the  family. 
Mr.  Johnson  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Swedish  Lutheran  Cluuch  and  he  is  one  of  its 
trustees.  The  Republican  party  finds  in  liim  a 
stalwart  supporter,  and  for  all  of  its  Presidential 
candidates  he  has  voted  since  the  time  when  he 
cast  his  first  ballot  for  Abraham  Lincoln.  He  is  a 
raemlier  of  the  Grand  Army  Post  of  Paxton  and 
has  served  on  the  School  Board  in  his  district  for 
a  number  of  years.  We  And  in  Mr.  Johnson  a 
public-spirited  and  progi'essive  citizen,  who  takes 
an  active  interest  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  welfare 
of  the  community  and  tlie  promotion  of  those  en- 
terprises calculated  to  prove  of  public  benefit.  He 
is  a  straightforward  and  upright  business  man  who 
has  the  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  has  been 
brought  in  contact. 


^ 


^p^  AMUEL  JOHN  TAPP,  one  of  the  pronii- 
^^^^  nent  and  influential  citizens  of  Roberts,  is 
(il/_^j  inseparably  connected  with  the  business 
history  of  this  place.  He  is  a  native  of 
Somersetshire,  England,  and  was  born  on  the  28th 
of  May,  1845,  the  third  in  a  family  of  four  sons  and 
four  daugiiters,  whose  parents  were  John  and  Jane 
E.  (Hull)  Tapp.  His  father  was  born  in  Devon- 
shire, England,  January  21,  181(),  was  a  meclianic 
by  trade  and  spent  his  entire  life  in  his  native  land, 
his  death  occurring  May  7,  1885.  His  wife  was 
born  in  Devonshire,  January  2(),  1812,  and  is  now 
living  in  Somersetshire,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty  years.  Their  children  yet  living  are:  Mary, 
who  is  a  teacher  in  the  industrial  department  of 
the  National  School,  of  Somersetshire,  England; 
Samuel  J.,  of  this  sketch;  Thomas,  a  meclianic 
of  Somersetshire,  who  is  married  and  has  four 
daughters;  Elizabeth  Jane,  wife  of  Webb  Stanford, 
who  resides  with  his  wife  and  six  children  in  Car- 
diff, Wales;  William,  who  is  living  with  his  wife 
and  three  children  in  London,  and  is  a  successful 
contractor  and  builder;  Anna  Eliza,  who  is  en- 
saged  in  dress-making  in  Bath,  Ensjland.  Jane 
^n,  degeased,  was  tbc  wife  of  JoUtt  Lock, 


At  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  our  subject  began 
learning  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith  and  long  followed 
that  occui)ation.  About  1862  he  went  to  London 
to  finish  learning  tiiat  trade  and  while  there  deter- 
mined to  seek  a  home  in  America,  so  he  crossed 
the  Atlantic  from  Liverpool,  and,  landing  at  New 
York  City,  went  to  Cliicago.  He  spent  three  years 
in  Onarga,  111.,  and  in  July,  1872,  came  to  Roberts, 
then  a  small  liamlet  of  three  stores  and  about  five 
residences.  He  here  opened  a  smith}'  and  began 
business.  He  had  then  only  l^oOO,  which  formed 
the  nucleus  of  his  present  competence. 

While  in  Onarga,  Mr.  Tapp  met  and  married 
Miss  Louisa  Thompson,  a  native  of  AVashington, 
N.  J.,  and  a  daugliter  of  Rev.  Jolin  L.  Thompson, 
who  was  born  in  tiie  Empire  State,  and,  after  pui- 
suing  a  collegiate  course  of  study,  became  a  Bap- 
tist clergyman.  After  forty  years  spent  as  a  min- 
ister of  the  Gospel,  he  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-two. 
His  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Harriet  Marsh, 
and  was  a  native  of  New  York  City.  Their 
family  nurabeied  four  sons  and  three  daughters. 
Those  yet  living  are:  Mrs.  Tapp,  of  this  sketch; 
John  M.,  a  barljer  of  Prescott,  Ark.,  who  is  mar- 
ried and  has  two  sons;  Anna  Eliza,  wife  of  Robert 
Chambers,  a  leading  merchant  of  Roberts;  and  Cor- 
nelius H.,  who  is  living  in  Kankakee.  Mrs.  Tapp 
is  a  highl}'  cultured  and  refined  lady.  With  her 
parents,  she  came  to  Illinois  about  181)1),  and  has 
since  made  her  home  in  this  State.  On  tlie  22d  of 
July,  1873,  she  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  Mr. 
Tapp,  the  wedding  ceremony  being  performed  on 
the  old  homestead  of  her  parents,  by  Elder  Palmer. 

Our  subject  is  a  philanthropic  and  progressive 
citizen  and  lias  done  all  in  his  power  for  the  up- 
building of  the  community  in  wliich  he  resides. 
He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Peter  Cooper. 
He  was  one  of  the  first  members  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  Roberts,  and  is  now  one  of  its  members. 
He  belongs  to  the  Odd  Fellows'  society  of  Onarga, 
and  both  himself  and  wife  were  cliarter  members 
of  the  Good  Templars'  societj'  of  Roberts.  They 
are  also  faithful  and  consistent  members  of  tlie 
Congregational  Church,  and  have  ever  given  their 
support  to  educational  and  moral  interests  calcu- 
lated to  benefit  and  improve  the  community. 
They  are  benevolent,  wortlry  people  and  are  held 
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in  warm  regard.  In  1877,  Mr.  Tapp  abandoned  his 
trade  and  liecamo  a  partner  in  tlie  mercantile  busi- 
ness of  Mr.  Cliambers,  but  after  two  3'ears,  in  com- 
pany with  .John  Ivalp,  he  again  engaged  in  black- 
smithing  until  1888,  when  he  sold  out  to  his  part- 
ner. Since  that  year  he  has  been  one  of  the  mana- 
gers of  the  Roberts  Creamery,  a  leading  and  sue 
cessful  enterprise  of  this  place.  He  owns  a  nice 
farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Lyman  Townshi^j,  lie- 
sides  eighty  acres  in  Iroquois  County.  His  home 
is  located  on  the  corner  of  South  and  Walnut 
Streets,  and  is  a  l)eautiful  and  comfortalile  prop- 
erty. In  .Tune,  1881),  l\Ir.  Tapp  wont  to  England 
and  visited  his  sisters,  also  went  to  London  and 
other  princii)al  cities  of  the  Old  World,  after  which 
he  returned  and  gave  his  attention  to  his  business 
interests  in  Roberts. 


^|()IL\  11.  THOMPSON  owns  ,and  operates  a 
well-improved  farm  on  section  26,  Patton 
Township,  wliere  he  has  made  his  home  for 
''!^^  a  number  of  years.  He  is  a  native  of  Nor- 
waj',  his  birth  having  occurred  on  the  7th  of 
March,  1814.  His  father,  Ilanse  Thompson,  was 
also  a  native  of  that  land,  where  he  resided  until 
1871,  when  he  emigrated  to  America  and  became 
a  resident  of  Kendall  County,  111.  There  he  made 
his  home  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  March, 
1886.  His  wife  died  in  1871,  just  nine  weeks 
after  they  located  in  this  State.  In  the  family 
were  ten  children  who  grew  to  mature  years,  four 
sons  and  six  daughters,  and  with  the  exceptu)n  of 
one  son  and  one  daughter  all  are  yet  living  at  this 
writing. 

Our  sul)ject  is  the  3'oungest  of  the  family.  He 
spent  his  youth  upon  a  farm  in  Norway  and  in  at- 
tendance at  the  public  schools  until  sixteen  years 
of  age.  He  received  a  good  education  in  his  mo- 
ther tongue  but  his  knowledge  of  the  English 
language  has  been  mostly  ,acquired  since  he  came 
to  America.  It  was  in  1860  that  lie  bade  good-bye 
to  the  laud  of  his  birth,  his  friends  and  his  home, 
and  sailed  from  Bergen  to  Montreal,  Canada,  where 
he  arrived  about  the    1st  of  June,  after  a  voyage 


of  three  weeks  and  four  days.  During  that  trip, 
tlie3-  experienced  some  quite  severe  weather  and  in 
a  gale  one  mast  .and  some  of  the  rigging  was  car- 
ried away,  but  at  length  the  vessel  re.ached  harbor 
in  safety.  Mr.  Thompson  at  once  came  to  Illinois, 
locating  in  Morris,  (irundy  County,  where  he 
joined  a  brother  wlio  had  settled  there  three  years 
before.  He  at  once  began  working  by  the  month, 
in  the  employ  of  the  same  man  by  whom  his 
brother  w.as  hired,  and  the}'  worked  together  for  a 
year,  when  the  brother  joined  the  arm}'. 

Our  subject  also  enlisted  in  the  service  of  his 
adopted  country  in  1862  as  a  member  of  Company 
D,  Tliirt3'-sixtli  Illinois  Infantiy,  and  joined  the 
regiment  in  Kentucky.  He  participated  in  the 
battle  of  Stone  River,  Tenn.,  after  which  he 
was  taken  sick  and  sent  to  the  hospital  in  Louis- 
ville, Ky.  On  his  recovery,  he  again  joined  his 
command  and  was  in  active  duty  until  he  received 
his  discharge  in  August,  186.5,  after  the  close  of 
the  war.  When  the  country  no  longer  needed  his 
services,  he  returned  to  Morris,  111.,  and  began 
working  on  a  farm  in  tliat  locality.  He  afterward 
joined  his  parents  in  Kendall  County  and  there 
resided  until  1876,  when  he  came  to  Ford  Count}', 
and  rented  land  for  a  few  years.  He  then  pur- 
chased the  farm  on  which  he  now  resides,  a  tract 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation  and  well  improved. 

In  September,  1871,  in  Kendall  Count}',  Mr. 
Thompson  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Anna 
Holverson,  a  native  of  Norway,  who  spent  her 
maidenhood  days  in  that  country  and  when  a 
young  lady  came  to  the  Inited  States.  Their  un- 
ion has  been  blessed  with  a  family  of  live  children, 
■all  of  whom  are  yet  living:  Hanse  O.,  who  aids  his 
father  in  operating  the  home  farm;  Oliver,  Anthony 
A..  Henry  B.  and  Ole,  all  of  whom  are  attending 
the  home  school. 

Since  becoming  a  voter,  Mr.  Thompson  h.as  been 
identified  with  the  Republican  party.  He  cast  his 
first  ballot  for  U.  S.  Grant  and  has  sui^ported  each 
Presidential  nominee  of  his  party  since  that  time. 
He  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  School  Board 
but  has  never  been  an  otlice-seeker,  preferring  to 
devote  his  entire  time  and  attention  to  his  bu.siness 
interests,  whicli  he  has  followed  with  good  success, 
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Himself  and  wife  are  members  of  tlie  Luthcr.in 
Chui-fli.  Mr.  Thompson  is  an  industrious  and 
enterprising  man  and  lias  by  liis  own  labor,  per- 
severance and  good  management  accumulated  the 
property  which  numbers  him  among  the  well-to-do 
citizens  of  the  community. 


tS^/\\  ATTHIAS  W.  NEWHART,  a  worthy  pio- 
neer of  Ford  County,  of  1864,  now  a  re- 
tired farn>er  and  resident  of  (xibson  City, 
was  born  in  Nortliampton,  now  Monroe 
County,  Pa.,  on  the  11th  of  November,  1822,  and 
is  a  sou  of  George  and  Louisa  (Wilbert)  Newhart. 
His  parents  were  also  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
were  of  German  descent,  their  grandparents  having 
emigrated  from  Germany  in  an  early  day. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  liis  father's  farm  and 
attended  the  public  schools  until  eighteen  years  of 
age,  when  he  left  home  and  learned  the  miller's 
trade  in  New  Jersey.  On  the  1st  of  April,  1850, 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  A.  Rowe,  the  wedding 
being  performed  near  Newton  in  Sussex  County, 
N.  J.  The  lady  was  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Rowe 
and  a  native  of  Peunsylvatiia.  In  1853,  Mr.  New- 
hart  returned  to  his  native  State,  settling  near  his 
old  home,  where  he  followed  milling  for  a  few 
years  and  then  purchased  a  farm  in  Jackson  Town- 
ship, Monroe  County,  which  he  operated  success- 
fully. Subsequently  he  removed  to  Pike  County, 
Pa.,  where  he  resided  until  1864,  when  he  came  to 
Ford  County,  111.,  settling  in  what  is  now  Drum- 
mer Township,  but  was  then  a  part  of  Dix,  and 
participated  in  the  organization  of  the  new  town- 
ship of  Drummer.  He  bought  a  tract  of  good  land, 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  extent,  which  he 
improved  and  occupied  until  .January  4,  1882, when 
he  leased  it  and  moved  to  Gibson  City.  There  he 
purchased  a  residence,  which  he  recently  sold,  and 
bought  the  property  where  he  now  resides.  He 
continued  to  rent  his  farm  until  the  fall  of  1891, 
when  he  sold  it,  realizing  a  handsome  profit. 

Six  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  JMrs.  Newhart, 
of  whom  live  are  living:  Jennie,  the  eldest  was  the 


wife  of  David  Watson,  and  died  October  12, 1889; 
Frank  P.  married  INIattie  Zenn  and  resides  in  Jack- 
son, Tenn.;  Mary  Louisa  is  the  wife  of  Ira  Davis, 
Ida  County,  Iowa;  Phiebe  C.  married  James  Lyons 
and  lives  in  tiibson  City,  111.;  and  Sarah  Elizabeth 
and  D.  Anna  reside  with  their  father.  Mrs.  New- 
hart, who  was  a  devoted  wife  and  mother,  and  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
passed  away  on  the  2d  of  Jauuarj-,  1892.  She 
was  a  lady  of  many  excellencies  of  character  and 
left  many  friends  to  mourn  her  loss.  Mr.  Newhart 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Piesbyterian  Church,  as  are 
his  daughters,  Sarah  and  .\nna.  Frank  P.  and  his 
wife,  also  Louisa,  hold  memborship  with  the  Chris- 
tian Church,  and  the  daughter  Phiebe  is  a  Meth- 
odist in  religious  belief. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Newhart  attiliates  with  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  and  has  held  a  number  of  minor  of- 
fices to  the  satisfaction  of  all.  lie  has  been  School 
Director  and  Road  Overseer  of  his  township.  So- 
cially, he  is  a  member  of  Gibson  Lodge,  No.  542, 
I.  O.  ().  F.,  and  also  belongs  to  the  camp  and  Re- 
becca degrees.  He  was  initiated  into  the  Odd  Fel- 
lows' fraternit}' in  Stillwater,  N.  J.,  in  1850,  and  is 
the  oldest  member  of  the  order  in  his  lodge.  He 
has  passed  all  the;  chairs  and  is  now  Past  Grand. 
Mr.  Newhart  has  led  a  busy  and  useful  life  and  is 
one  of  the  upright  and  honorable  citizens  of  Ford 
County.  He  is  now  passing  his  declining  years  in 
the  eiijoyraentof  a  well-earned  rest  and  is  possessed 
of  a  substantial  quantilj'  of  this  world's  goods.  He 
has  the  highest  respect  of  his  fellow-citizens  and  is 
well  and  favorably  known  in  the  community  where 
he  has  so  long  made  his  home. 


^^EORGE  W.  HAUPT.  a  harness-m 
III  |_^  Gibson  City,  was  born  in  Pottsville, 
^^^    kill  County,    Pa.,   May  29,   1847,  ; 


EORGE    W.    HAUPT.   a   harnes.s-maker  of 

Schuyl- 
and  is  a 

son  of  Isaac  and  Mary  (Persing)  Haujjt.  The 
Haupt  family  is  of  German  extraction,  though 
many  years  have  elapsed  since  they  crossed  the 
ocean  to  this  country.  The  father  of  our  subject 
was  born  in  Northumbcrl.and  County,  Pa.,  but  was 
married  in  Pottsville.     The  mother  was  also  born 
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in  Pennsylvania,  her  father  being  of  Huguenot 
descent,  and  her  mother,  who  was  a  Campbell,  be- 
ing of  Scotch  lineage.  By  trade  Isaac  Haupt  was 
a  carpenter.  In  1850,  he  moved  to  Indiana,  locat- 
ing in  Fountain  County,  wliere  he  worked  at  his 
trade.  The  country  was  new  and  his  services 
were  in  demand  and  some  of  the  houses  he  con- 
structed are  still  standing  as  monuments  to  his 
thrift  and  industry.  His  wife  died  during  the 
sickly  season  of  1855,  but  he  is  still  living  in  Cov- 
ington, Ind.  He  served  as  Treasurer  for  four  years 
in  his  county,  and  in  politics  was  a  Democrat 
until  the  rise  of  the  Republican  party,  since  whicli 
time  he  has  been  one  of  its  stalwart  supporters. 
Both  lie  and  his  wife  were  Presbyterians  in  relig- 
ious belief.  They  became  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren, four  sons  and  one  daughter,  of  whom  our 
subject  is  the  eldest. 

George  W.  Haupt  was  educated  in  the  district 
sciiools,  and  in  March,  1864,  though  not  yet  seven- 
teen years  of  age,  enlisted  in  Company  B,  Elev- 
enth Indiana  Infantry.  The  regiment  first  went 
to  New  Orleans  and  from  there  to  Fortress 
Monroe,  and  then  on  to  Washington.  Going  to 
Shenandoah  Valley,  they  took  part  ni  tlie  battles 
of  Halltown,  AVincliester,  Fisher's  Ilill  and  Cedar 
Creek,  where  Sheridan  made  his  famous  ride.  At 
the  battle  of  Winchester,  he  received  a  wound  in 
the  left  arm,  besides  having  his  canteen  shot 
off  and  a  ball  passing  through  his  haversack. 
After  leaving  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  he  was  on 
detached  duty  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  where  he  was 
mustered  out,  being  discharged  at  Indianapolis  in 
August,  1865. 

After  the  close  of  the  war,  Mr.  Haupt  went  to 
Covington,  Ind.,  and  began  to  learn  the  harness- 
making  business.  He  was  to  have  served  an  appren- 
ticeship of  three  years,  but  after  a  year  and  a  half 
he  left  his  emploj'er  and  came  to  Fairbury,  111.,  in 
1867,  where  he  worked  under  instructions  for  six 
months  and  then  worked  as  a  journeyman.  In 
October,  1864,  lie  came  to  Gibson  City,  and  opened 
a  harness  shop.  As  his  trade  increased,  he  extended 
his  business  and  lias  now  a  fine  trade  and  is  widely 
known  as  a  lirst-class  workman. 

In  Covington,  Ind.,  on  the  10th  of  July,  1872, 
Mr.  Ibuipt  led  to  the  mari'lawe  altar   Miss   Adella 


C,  daughter  of  Abraham  and  Susan  (Wertz)  Royer, 
both  of  whom  are  of  German  descent.  About  the 
3'ear  1845,  they  removed  to  Fountain  County,  Ind., 
in  which  State  Mr.  Royer  still  lives  at  the  age  of 
eighty  years.  To  Mr.  and  J\Irs.  Ro.yer  were  born 
eight  children,  all  girls,  of  whom  Mrs.  Haupt  is  the 
sixth  in  order  of  birth.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haupt  have 
become  the  parents  of  six  children:  Frank  C,  who 
assists  his  father;  Bertha  G.,  Lela  L.,Gu3'  I.,  Pearl 
A.  and  Edna  F. 

Mr.  Haupt,  his  wife  and  their  three  oldest  chil- 
dren are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and, 
in  politics,  he  is  a  Republi<-an  but  not  an  office- 
seeker.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fel- 
lows' society  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias  fraternity, 
liaving  been  Deputy  of  the  latter  order  for  some 
eight  years  and  having  held  about  all  the  offices 
of  both  lodges.  He  also  belongs  to  Lott  Post  No. 
70,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Gibson.  As  a  business  man  he  has 
been  quite  successful,  having  accumulated  a  good 
property  and  secured  a  good  trade.  For  eighteen 
years  he  has  been  in  the  mercantile  business  in 
Gibson  City,  and  is  the  onlj-^  one  in  his  line  that 
has  made  no  change  in  the  firm  title. 


HSi— . 


AMUEL  LEVI  DAY,  of  the  firm  of  Day 
Bros.,  real-estate  and  loan  agents  of  Pax- 
ton,  is  one  of  the  very  earliest  settlers  of 
the  city  of  Paxton,  and  was  the  first  Clerk 
of  the  Circuit  Court  of  Ford  County.  He  is  well 
deserving  of  representation  in  this  volume  and  it 
is  with  pleasure  that  we  present  his  sketch  to  our 
readers.  Mr.  Day  was  born  in  Preble  County, 
Ohio,  on  the  25tli  of  February,  1833,  his  parents 
being  Samuel  and  Peggy  (Purviance)  Day. 

In  the  month  of  Augu.st,  1851,  the  family  of 
our  subject  removed  to  Miami  County,  Ind.,  Sam- 
uel accompan^'ing  them.  The  succeeding  two 
years  of  his  life  were  passed  on  a  farm  in  the  vi- 
cinit}'  of  Peru,  and  in  the  autumn  of  1853  they 
all  emigrated  to  Eastern  Illinois.  Their  first 
home  in  this  State  was  fixed  near  Danville,  where 
land  was  occupied,  and  the  following  year  a  crop 
planted.     In    the    summer  of    1854,   Mr.  D.ay,  Sr., 
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accompanied  by  his  sons,  Samuel  L.  and  N.  B., 
came  to  what  is  now  Ford  Count}'.  The  fatlier 
made  his  liome  near  Prairie  City,  now  Paxton, 
where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days. 

Samuel   L.  Day  was  married   in    Illinois,  about 

1856,  to  Miss  Susanna  Swisher,  who  died  in  1858, 
leavinsf  no  living  children.  In  1860,  he  was  again 
married,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Jennie 
Lyons,  a  daughter  of  Alexander  Lyons,  of  Or- 
leans Country,  N.  Y.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church.  Her  birth  occurred  in  Onon- 
daga County,  N.  Y.,  and    she   came  to    Illinois  in 

1857.  Three  cliildren,  sons,  have  been  born  of 
their  union,  as  follows:  Mark  L.  married  Libbie 
Daley,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  resides  in  Chicago; 
Fred  L.  married  Ella  Blackstone  and  also  resides 
in  Chicago,  where  to  them  was  born,  in  1891, 
a  daughter  named  Dorothy.  Mark  L.  and  Fred 
L.  are  now  classed  among  the  most  ptosperous  cloak 
salesmen  of  Chicago.  Clyde  A.,  who  was  born 
in  Paxton,  June  25,  1869,  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  and  the  Collegiate  Institute  of  his 
native  city,  studied  law  under  the  direction  of 
Cook  &  Moffett,  of  Paxton,  and  passed  a  satisfac- 
tory examination  before  the  committee  of  Judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Illinois,  when  he  was 
but  eighteen  years  old,  but  his  license  was  witli- 
held  until  he  became  of  age.  He  was  probably  the 
youngest  law  student  to  pass  a  successful  exam- 
ination in  the  State.  For  a  time  after  securing 
his  license  he  was  in  practice  alone,  but  in  June, 
1890,  became  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Tipton, 
Moffett  &  Day,  now  Moffett  &  Day.  He  is  a  Knight 
Templar,  belonging  to  Paxton  Lodge  No.  416, 
A.  F.  &  A.M.;  Ford  Chapter  No.  113,  R.  A.  M., 
and  Mt.  Olivet  Commandery  No.  38. 

On  the  formation  of  Ford  Count}',  in  1859,  Mr. 
Day,  of  this  sketch,  was  elected  the  first  Clerk  of 
the  Circuit  Court  and  Recorder  of  the  new  county, 
which  position  he  held  for  two  terms,  or  four 
years.  He  opened  the  books  of  the  office  and 
served  under  Judge  David  Davis.  On  leaving 
the  service  of  the  count}',  he  engaged  in  the  hard- 
ware business  in  company  with  Gen.  L.  A.  Dodd, 
which  connection  continued  several  years,  when 
he  became  a  member  of  the  drv-goods  house  of 
Day  Bros.  &  King.     Later,  he  joined  J.  P.  Middle- 


coff  in  the  same  line  and  continued  that  connec- 
tion until  1876,  wlien  he  became  connected  with 
the  real-estate  firm  of  Hanley,  Sutton,  Cloud  & 
Day.  Subsequently,  he  became  a  member  of  the 
real-estate  firm  of  Day,  Bogardns  ct  INIorris,  and, 
in  1877,  he  went  to  Champaign,  where  he  repre- 
sented the  Illinois  Loan  &  Trust  Company  until 
1879,  and  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  real-estate 
business  with  his  brothers,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Day  Bros. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Day  was  a  Republican  until 
1872,  since  which  time  he  has  afliliated  with  the 
Democrats.  In  1872,  he  was  a  delegate  to  the 
Democratic  Convention  which  nominated  Horace 
Greeley  for  the  Presidencj'.  While  but  a  middle- 
aged  man,  Mr.  Day  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  busi- 
ness 3'ears  in  the  city  of  Paxton,  and  is  one  of 
the  most  highly  res])ected  citizens  of  that  place. 


^^ 


S!  LMER  ENOCH,  one  of   the  most  extensive 
stock  dealers  of  Ford  Count}'  and  a  promi- 

^  nent  resident  of  Roberts,  is  so  well  known  in 

this  cumnnmity  that  he  needs  no  special  introduc- 
tion lo  our  readers  who  will,  we  feel  assured,  re- 
ceive tliis  record  of  his  life  witli  interest.  He  was 
born  in  McLean  County,  111.,  April  10,  1860,  and 
is  a  s(m  of  Joseph  and  Sarah  (Mitcliell)  Enoch. 
His  father  was  born  in  jNIcLcan  County,  in  1832, 
acquired  a  common-school  education  and  is  now  a 
dealer  in  real  estate  and  live  stock.  In  politics,  he 
is  a  Republican  and  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  to  which  his  wife  also  belonged.  Her 
death  occurred  in  1869.  Our  subject  has  two 
sisters:  Lottie,  who  is  married  and  resides  in  Chi- 
cago; and  Louisa,  who  is  married  and  makes  her 
home  in  McLean  County. 

Elmer  Enoch  acquired  a  good  practical  education 
in  the  common  schools,  and  at  tlie  age  of  seventeen 
commenced  life  for  himself  with  no  capital  save  a 
disposition  to  succeed  and  a  pair  of  willing  hands. 
He  gave  his  attention  to  the  pursuit  with  which  he 
liad  been  familiar  since  his  boyhood,  that  of  stock 
raising,  and  until  1884,  resided  in  McLean  County. 
In  that  year,  he  came  to  Roberts,  where  he  has  since 
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made  his  home.  During  1891,  he  shipped  over  the 
Illinois  Central  Railroad  one  hundred  and  tift^'-five 
car  loads  of  stock,  the  largest  shipment  made  on 
this  division  of  the  road  in  that  year  by  one  man. 
lie  ))urchases  all  kinds  of  live  stock  and  makes  a 
specialty  of  hogs  and  cattle.  He  deals  directly 
with  the  Chicago  n'iarkets  and  his  sales  in  the  past 
year  amounted  to  about  iilOO.OOO.  He  is  an  ex- 
cellent judge  of  stock  and  has  met  with  a  well-de- 
served success  in  his  business  career. 

Mr.  Enoch  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  .Temima 
Olive,  daughter  of  Rev.  David  Olive, of  Zanesville, 
Ohio.  She  was  educated  in  the  seminary  of  Zanes- 
ville, and  is  a  lady  of  culture  and  refinement,  who 
has  shown  decided  talent  as  an  artist.  Two  chil- 
dren graced  this  union  but  Lula  Olive,  the  elder, 
died  at  the  age  of  three  and  a  half  years  and  her 
loss  was  a  deep  grief  to  her  parents;  Winnefred,  the 
younger  daughter,  is  the  light  of  the  Enoch  house- 
hold. 

In  his  political  alhliations,  Mr.  Enoch  is  a  Re- 
publican, having  supported  that  party  since  cast- 
ing his  first  PresidenLial  vote  for  Gen.  .Tames  A. 
Garfield.  His  wife  is  a  memljcr  of  the  Methodist 
Church  and  they  have  contributed  to  its  support 
and  to  benevolent  and  charitable  interests  worthy 
of  their  consideration.  Mr.  Enoch  is  recognized 
as  a  public-spirited  and  progressive  citizen  who 
does  all  in  his  power  for  the  upbuilding  of  the 
community  in  which  he  resides  and  the  promotion 
of  the  general  welfare.  He  is  a  courteous,  genial 
gentleman,  who  well  deserves  representation  in  this 
volume. 


•^^E 


W/AMES  ALFRKI)  COOPER  is  one  of  the 
well-known  and  enterprising  j'oung business 
men  of  Roberts.  He  is  the  junior  member 
of  the  firm  of  Cooper  ife  Wright,  dealers  in 
lumber,  coal  and  carriages.  He  has  the  honor  of 
being  a  native  of  this  State,  his  birth  occurring  in 
Amboy,  July  18,  1858.  He  was  the  third  in  a 
family  of  twelve  children,  eleven  sons  and  a  daugh- 
ter, five  of  whom  are  yet  living:  Thomas  A.,  who 
IS  married  and  resides   upon   a    farm    in    Kearney 


County,  Neb.;  Sarah  J.,  wife  of  Hugh  Gibson,  an 
agriculturist  of  Minneapolis,  Kan.;  .Tames C.  of  this 
sketch;  Albert  A.,  who  is  emplo3-ed  as  a  salesman 
in  a  boot  and  shoe  store  in  Minneapolis,  Kan.;  and 
Warren  S.,  who  also  resides  in  the  same  place.  The 
parents  were  William  and  Ann  (Watson)  Cooper. 
The  father  was  born  near  London,  England,  and 
shortly  after  his  marriage  emigrated  with  his  bride 
to  the  United  States.  He  made  his  first  location  in 
Northern  Illinois, where  he  engaged  in  the  coal  busi- 
ness,after  which  he  followed  farming  until  his  death 
at  the  age  of  forty -six  years.  His  wife  is  still  living 
at  the  age  of  sixty  and  makes  her  home  in  Kansas. 

In  his  youth, our  subject  was  inured  to  hard 
labor.  At  the  age  of  twelve,  he  was  thrown  upon 
his  own  resources  with  not  a  dollar  which  lie  could 
call  his  own,  but  he  possessed  industry,  enterjirise 
and  good  management,  characteristics  which  always 
win  success.  Frtmi  the  age  of  thirteen  he  made  his 
home  with  William  Hurst,  one  of  the  sterling  citi- 
zens of  Roberts,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  else- 
where in  this  work.  He  has  been  an  eye-witness 
of  the  growth  of  Ford  County  for  a  quarter  of  a 
century  and  had  seen  almost  its  entire  develop- 
ment. As  before  stated,  he  is  now  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Cooper  it  Wright,  which  has  a  capital  of 
$10,000  invested.  They  have  an  ofliceaud  a  large 
repositoiy  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Green  Streets, 
which  is  well  filled  with  all  kinds  of  agricultural 
implements,  surrej-s,  carriages,  wagons,  etc.  They 
also  deal  in  lumber  and  coal,  and  the  liberal 
patron.age  which  they  receive  is  well  deserved  by 
the  industrious  and  enterprising  gentlemen  who 
constitute  the  firm. 

A  marriage  ceremony  jierformed  December  28, 
1880,  united  tiie  destinies  of  Mr.  Cooper  and  Miss 
Cynthia  I.  Kennedy,  a  native  of  Illinois,  and  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Barliara  (Barnet)  Ken- 
nedy. Her  father  is  now  deceased.  The  family 
numbered  three  sons  and  six  daugliters,  of  whom 
six  are  j'et  living.  Three  children  graced  the  union 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cooper:  Charles  L.,  who  is  attend- 
ing school  in  Roberts;  Elmer  Merton,  a  lad  of  five 
summers;  and  Bessie  M.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  months  and  five  dajs.  The  parents  have 
a  beautiful  home  on  Maple  Street,  tastefully  furn- 
ished and  supplied  with  all  tiie  comforts  and  many 
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of  the  luxuries  of  life.  They  ave  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  and  Mr.  Cooper  is  President  of 
the  Epworth  League,  wliich  was  established  in  1891, 
and  has  a  membership  of  sixty-five.  Socially,  he 
is  a  member  of  Lyman  Lodge  No.  293,  K.  P.,  and, 
in  politics,  is  an  adherent  of  the  Republican  party, 
which  he  has  supported  since  lie  cast  liis  first 
Presidential  vote  for  James  A.  Garfield.  He  has 
served  as  School  Director  and  as  a  member  of  the 
Village  Board.  For  his  success  in  life  he  certainly 
deserves  great  credit  and  his  example  is  well  worthy 
of  emulation. 


/p^EORGE  H.  SPELLMEYER,  who  is  engaged 

(II in  general    farming  on   section    17,    Wall 

^^Jj  Township,  is  a  native  of  Germany.  He 
was  born  in  the  town  of  IManan,  County  Lubecka, 
February  17,  1846,  and  is  a  son  of  Gotlieb  S.  and 
Caroline  (Becker)  Spellraeyer,  also  natives  of  that 
locality.  Ere  leaving  tlieir  native  land,  the  fol- 
lowing children  were  born  unto  them:  William, 
now  deceased;  Charles,  a  resident  farmer  of  Wall 
Township;  Louisa,  wife  of  Fred  Steinman,  of  the 
same  township;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  August  Sehuene- 
niann,  a  farmer  of  Missouri;  Ileniy,  who  resides 
in  Peach  Oicliard  Township;  and  George  H.,  of 
this  sketch. 

The  family  sailed  from  Bremen  in  1858,  and 
after  a  voyage  of  six  weeks  landed  at  New  York, 
whence  Gotlieb  Spellmeyer  went  to  Putnam 
County,  III.,  locating  near  Magnolia.  The  next 
spring  he  removed  to  La  Salle  County,  and  a  year 
later  went  to  Livingston  County,  but  after  two 
years  returned  to  La  Salle.  After  renting  land  for 
five  years,  he  purchased  a  farm  in  that  county,  and 
there  made  his  home  until  after  the  death  of  his 
■wife,  when  he  came  to  Ford  County  to  live  with 
his  children.  He  died  at  the  home  of  a  d.aughter, 
in  1889,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church  and  an  honest 
and  upriglit  man,  respected  by  all  who  knew   him. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  entered  the  schools 
of  his  native  land  when  a  lad  of  seven  sum- 
mers.    AVith    his    parents,   he   crossed    the    broad 


Atlantic  when  a  youth  of  twelve  years,  and 
after  locating  in  Illinois,  attended  school  at 
various  intervals,  in  all  about  nine  months.  His 
boyhood  days  were  spent  in  the  usual  manner 
of  farmer  lads,  and  he  aided  his  father  until 
twenty-seven  years  of  age,  when  he  left  home  and 
began  farming  for  himself  ift  La  Salle  County, 
where  he  worked  for  two  years.  He  then  came  to 
Ford  Count}'  and  purchased  his  present  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section  17,  AYall 
Township.  It  was  entirel}'  destitute  of  improve- 
ments except  a  hedge  fence,  but  he  at  once  began 
its  development  and  now  has  one  of  the  best 
farms  in  the  locality,  supplied  witli  good  build- 
ings and  many  other  improvements.  Its  boun- 
daries have  also  been  extended  until  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  of  valuable  land  now  pay 
tribute  to  the  care  and   cultivation  of  tlie  owner. 

In  La  Salle  County,  in  1868,  Mr.  Spellmeyer  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Cliarlotte  Steinman, 
who  was  born  in  the  same  neighborhood  as  her 
liusband,  August  26,  1846,  and  has  proved  to  him 
a  valuable  heliimate.  Her  parents,  Gerhardt  and 
Anna  Maria  (Becker)  Steinman,  were  both  natives 
of  German}'.  Accompanied  by  his  children,  the 
father  came  to  America,  .sailing  from  Bremen  to 
New  Orleans,  whence  he  came  up  the  Mississippi 
to  St.  Louis.  He  made  his  first  location  in  La 
Salle  County,  111.  His  death  occurred  in  Ford 
County,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years,  and  a 
monument  has  been  erected  to  his  memory.  Mrs. 
Spellmeyer  has  two  brothers  and  two  sisters  yet 
living:  Fred,  who  is  represented  elsewhere  in  this 
volume;  Louisa,  wife  of  Henry  Spellmeyer,  a 
farmer,  whose  sketch  's  also  given  in  this  work; 
Henry,  who  is  married  and  follows  farming  in 
Wall  Township;  and  Catherine,  wife  of  .John 
Feldhus,  deceased,  a  resident  of  St.  Louis. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spellmeyer  have  a  family  of  nine 
children:  Caroline,  INIary,  Gotlieb,  Henry,  Will- 
iam, Annie,  Emma,  Lizzie  and  Edna,  and  they 
have  also  lost  three  children.  They  intend  to  edu- 
cate them  in  the  German  and  Imglish  languages. 
Both  parents  and  children  are  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  of  Melvin,  and  the  family  is 
widely  and  favorablj'  known   in  this  community. 

In  his   political  affiliations,  Mr.  Spellmeyer  sup-. 
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ports  the  Republican  part}'  on  questions  of  na- 
tional importance,  hut  at  local  elections  votes  for 
the  man  whom  he  thinks  best  qualified  to  fill  the 
position,  regardless  of  party  afliliations.  He  is 
one  of  tiie  substantial  citizens  and  leading  farmers 
of  Wall  Township,  who  has  ever  borne  iiis  part 
in  the  upbuilding  and  advancement  of  the  countj^'s 
interests,  and  is  held  in  high  regard  bv  all. 


-{,— 


I'EUBEN  NEWKIRK,  a  representative  farmer 
and  stock-raiscr  of  Patton  Township,  resid- 
ing on  section  13,  claims  Ohio  as  the  State 
of  his  nativity.  Fauiield  County  is  the 
place  of  his  birth,  and  the  date,  February  2,  184G. 
The  fainil}'  is  of  German  origin,  and  was  estab- 
lished in  America  at  an  early  day,  the  ancestors 
being  residents  of  Mrginia,  of  which  State  Reuben 
Newkirk,  grandfather  of  om- subject,  was  a  native. 
The  father,  Shipman  Newkiik,  wsis  liorn  in  Vir- 
ginia, in  1807,  and,  with  liis  parents,  removed  to 
Ohio  in  an  early  day,  the  family  becoming  pio- 
neer settlers  of  P^airlield  County.  After  attaining 
to  mature  jears,  he  married  Elizalieth  Rice,  a  native 
of  Fairfield  County,Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of  Michael 
Rice,  who  was  c>f  German  descent,  and  came  to  the 
Backe3-e  State  in  an  early  day,  from  Pennsylvania. 
Mr.  Newkirk  was  a  millwright  by  trade,  and  also 
owned  and  operated  a  flouring  mill  in  Fairfield 
Count}'.  His  death  occurred  ui  18.52,  at  the  age 
of  forty-five  years.  His  wife  still  survives  him, 
and,  although  eighty-five  ^ears  of  age,  is  an  act- 
ive old  lad\-,  her  physical  and  mental  faculties  be- 
ing but  slightl\'  impaired.  She  resides  with  a 
widowed  daughter  in  Paxton.  In  the  family 
were  seven  children,  two  sons  and  five  daughters, 
who  grew  to  mature  years:  Rachel,  wife  of  II. 
Pro[)eck,  a  resident  farmer  of  Logan  County,  111.; 
Mary,  wife  of  .lames  Work,  who  is  living  in  Hunt- 
ington County,  Tnd.;  Ilauunh  became  the  wife  of 
S.  Moreliead,  l.nit  both  are  now  deceased;  Margaret 
is  the  widow  of  Edward  Hathawa}-,  and  resides  in 
Paxton;  and  George,  who  is  also  living  in  Paxton, 
completes  the  family.     Keulien  is  the  youngest. 


We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  our 
subject,  who  spent  the  days  of  his  youth  upon  a 
farm  and  received  but  limited  school  privileges, 
his  education  being  mostly  acquired  through  his 
own  efforts.  At  the  age  of  sixteen,  he  removed 
from  Fairfield  to  Pickawa\'  County,  Ohio,  where 
he  resided  for  six  years,  and,  during  that  time, 
was  united  in  marriage  on  the  1st  of  July,  18(;7, 
witli  Miss  Sophia  Graham,  daughter  of  A.  D. 
Graham,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Pickawaj^  County, 
and  a  native  of  New  York.  The  lad}-  was  born 
in  Pickaway  County,  and  there  remained  until 
about  a  year  after  her  marriage,  when  Mr.  New- 
kirk brought  his  wife  to  Illinois.  They  located  in 
Logan  County,  in  September  of  that  year,  and 
there  rented  a  farm  for  six  years,  after  which  they 
removed  to  Champaign  County,  where  an  im- 
proved farm  of  eighty  acres  was  purchased.  For 
seven  3ears  Mr.  Newkirk  engaged  in  operating 
that  land,  and  then  sold  out,  buying  in  the  same 
county  a  farm  near  town,  and  one  better  im- 
proved. Two  }ears  later,  however,  he  sold  it, 
and,  in  1883,  came  to  Ford  Count}',  where  he  pur- 
chased a  tract  of  one  hundred  acres,  about  a  mile 
and  a  half  from  the  city  of  Paxton. 

The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Newkirk  has  been 
blessed  with  two  sons:  Albert,  who  is  now  attend- 
ing school  in  Chicago,  and  Guy  E.,  a  student  in 
the  home  schools.  The  family  has  a  nice  home, 
which  is  the  abode  of  hospitality,  and  in  social 
circles  they  rank  high,  their  friends  throughout 
the  eommunit}'  Iteiiig  many. 

Since  casting  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Gen. 
U.  S.  Grant,  Mr.  Newkirk  has  been  a  stalwait  Re- 
publican, but  has  never  sought  or  desired  political 
preferment  for  himself.  He  is  a  citizen  who  takes 
an  active  interest  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  wel- 
fare of  the  community,  and  to  its  advancement  and 
progress.  We  see  in  JMr.  Newkirk  a  self-made 
man.  He  started  out  in  life  empty-handed,  his 
only  capital  lieing  a  young  man's  bright  hope  of  the 
future  and  a  determination  to  succeed,  luit  he  has 
overcome  all  the  difBcuIties  in  his  path,  and  has 
accumulated  a  comfortable  competence.  He  is  de- 
serving of  all  the  more  credit,  from  the  fact  that 
he  has  been  in  poor  health  nearly  all  of  his  life. 
In     1889,     he     made     a   trip    to   Furojie,    visiting 
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France,  Belgimii,  p]nglaiid,  aBd  returned  much 
im|iroved.  Mr.  Xewkirk  well  deserves  representa- 
tion in  this  volume,  and  it  is  with  pleasure  that 
we  record  his  sketch.  He  and  his  wife  are  inem- 
bers  of  the  American  Secular  Union. 

JETER  WAGNER,  a  leading  merchant  and 
Ij  one  of  the  earlj-  settlers  of  Gibson  City, 
was  born  in  St.  .Tohnsville,  N.  Y.,  May  3, 
1837,  and  is  a  son  of  John  P.  and  Polly 
(Fox)  Wagner.  His  great-grandfather  on  the 
paternal  side  was  from  Germany  and  settled  in 
New  York,  and  his  grandfather,  Peter  Wagner, 
was  a  prominent  business  man,  having  grist,  saw 
and  fulling  mills,  and  also  a  distillery,  drawing 
custom  from  a  large  section  of  country.  During 
the  Revolutionary  War  he  served  as  a  Colonel. 

John  P.  AYagner,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Montgomery'  County,  N.  Y.,  and  in  early 
life  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  but  later, 
carried  on  a  farm.  In  the  State  militia  he  served 
as  a  Captain  and  was  always  known  by  that  title. 
In  New  York,  he  wedded  Miss  Fox,  who  was  also 
a  native  of  Montgoraer}'  County  and  of  German 
descent.  Thej^  became  the  parents  of  nine  chil- 
dren, but  our  subject  is  the  only  one  living  in  the 
West.  Mr.  Wagner  served  in  a  number  of  official 
positions,  being  Sheriff  of  Montgomery  County 
for  some  j'ears.  Both  he  and  his  wife  lived  to  be 
over  eighty  j-ears  of  age. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  youngest  in  his 
father's  famil}'  and  was  reared  on  a  farm,  receiving 
his  education  at  the  common  schools.  When 
eighteen  3'ears  of  age,  he  commenced  learning  the 
bricklayer's  and  plasterer's  trade,  with  his  brother- 
in-law,  P.  C.  Knowles,  an  extensive  contractor, 
and  after  working  for  two  jears  he  became  a  part- 
ner in  the  business.  They  did  an  extensive  busi- 
ness, emplo3'ing  some  fifteen  to  twenty  men. 

The  war  coming  on,  prices  became  good  and  thus 
our  subject  made  his  start  in  the  world.  In  the 
fall  of  1871,  he  came  to  Gilinan,  111.,  and  being 
an  expert  workman,  was  emplo3-ed  to  do  the  fine 
cornice  work  on  the  Redfield  House.     On   the  8th 


of  April,  1872,  he  came  to  Gibson  City,  which  then 
consisted  of  a  few  cheap  houses  and  stores,  with 
plenty  of  corn  cribs.  The  town  was  beginning  to 
grow  and  he  found  his  services  in  greatdeinand,and 
here  engaged  in  contracting  until  1880.  About 
1875,  he  bought  out  Dr.  Stevens'  drug  store,  which 
he  has  run  to  the  present  time.  In  1886,  he  also 
opened  a  general  store,  though  he  has  now  divided 
the  stock  and  has  one  room  for  clothing  and  one 
for  dry-goods,  boots  and  shoes,  besides  being  in- 
terested in  farming. 

In  1866,  in  Montgomery  County,  N.  Y.,  Mr. 
Wagner  married  Miss  Mary  Reals,  a  native  of  that 
county,  but  of  German  descent.  In  religious  be- 
lief, she  is  a  Presbyterian.  Mr.  Wagner  is  a  Re- 
publican in  politics,  but  not  a  politician  in  the 
common  acceiitation  of  that  word.  Socially,  he  is 
a  Knight  Templar  Mason  of  Gibson  Lodge  No.  733; 
Gibson  Chapter  No.  183;  Gibson  Council  No.  72, 
Mt.  Olivet  Commandery  No.  38,  of  Paxton;  and 
as  a  business  man  has  been  very  successful,  lla^'ing 
secured  a  comfortable  competence  by  his  own 
efforts  and  good  business  ability.  He  is  a  director 
in  the  International  Building  and  Loan  Associa- 
tion, and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  stirring 
and  reliable  business  men  of  Gibson  City,  where 
he  has  now  resided  for  twent\'  j'ears. 


I^ANIEL  C.  STONER,  a  worthy  pioneer  of 
I  jjj  Ford  Countv',  was  born  near  Fredericktown 
.[^  Md.,  November  27,  1808.  After  the  death 
of  his  father,  his  mother  removed,  the  following 
spring,  to  Dayton,  Montgomery'  County,  Ohio. 
At  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  Daniel  C.  was  appren- 
ticed to  the  tanner's  trade,  serving  until  nineteen, 
during  which  time  he  received  but  three  months' 
schooling  each  year.  At  the  age  of  eighteen,  he 
began  teaching  school  and  "boarding  around"  in 
Montgomery  County,  receiving  $15  per  month  sal- 
ary, which  was  the  first  money  he  ever  earned.  In 
1828,  he  left  Ohio  and  removed  to  near  La  Fayette, 
Tippecanoe  County,  Ind.,  where  he  began  improv- 
ing a  two-hundred-acre  farm.  In  the  summer  of 
1850,  he    visited  the   region  now  known  as  Ford 
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County  on  a  prospecting  tour,  and,  being  well 
pleased  with  the  country-,  purchased  land  situated 
on  sections  3,  4,  9  and  10,  township  23,  range  9, 
east,  amounting  to  seven  hundred  and  forty-seven 
acres,  where  he  establislied  a  home,  erecting  a  log 
house,  to  which  he  moved  his  famil3-  in  the  fall  of 
1851. 

On  the  Gth  of  July,  1833,  Mr.  Stoner  was  mar- 
ried to  Susan  Ahell,  a  native  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
who  with  her  parents  came  to  Indiana  in  1831, 
and  settled  in  La  Fayette,  where  her  father  worked 
at  the  trade  of  a  merchant  tailor.  Seven  children 
were  born  to  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Stoner,  of  whom  foui- 
are  now  living:  .lohn  F.,  who  resides  in  Paxton; 
Barbara  Ann,  wife  of  N.  B.  Da3',  a  merchant  of 
Paxton;  Minerva  C,  wife  of  William  Perdue,  a 
prominent  farmer  of  Paxtt)n  'J'ownship,  residing 
in  the  cit^';  and  Kebecca  J.,  wife  of  Calvin  C. 
Robinson,  a  resident  of  Kansas. 

While  a  resident  of  Indiana,  ^Ir.  Stoner  was  a 
member  of  the  State  Militia,  and  during  the  Ind- 
ian scare  at  La  Fa3'ette,  was  on  duty  at  that  place. 
In  the  early  days  of  his  settlement  in  Illinois,  he 
plajed  a  consjiicuous  part  in  the  public  affairs  of 
his  section  of  the  State.  He  took  an  active  part 
in  the  organization  of  Ford  County,  wasaiipointed 
its  first  Assessoi'  and  was  chosen  the  flr.>t  County 
Treasurer,  serving  from  ,Iune,  is.j9,  until  the  fol- 
lowing November,  when,  at  the  lirst  regular  elec- 
tion of  county  odiccrs,  he  was  succeeded  by  J.  P. 
Day,  Esq.  Later  in  life,  lie  did  not  [larticipate 
prominently  in  public  affairs,  lie  was  an  industri- 
ous, prudent  mau,  of  good  business  abilitj',  and 
accumulated  a  valuable  property. 

In  the  earlj-  d.ays,  when  the  country  had  no 
banks  of  deposit,  Mr.  Stoner  resorted  to  an  original 
method  of  secreting  his  money  to  keep  it  safe 
from  I'obbers.  lie  bored  two-inch  auger  holes  in 
the  logs  of  his  cabin,  in  his  living  room,  in  which 
he  drove  wooden  pins  to  support  shelves.  Boring 
the  hole  considerably  deeper  tlian  the  length  of 
the  inserted  part  of  the  pin,  he  would  shove  into 
it  double  eagles  and  drive  the  pin  in  its  place, 
thinking  no  robber  would  look  for  mone^-  thus 
hidden.  It  w.as  noticed  that  in  selling  stock  or 
farm  produce,  he  alwa.ys  got  his  money  into  gold, 
of  the  required   denomination  if  possible,  but  the 


secret  of  its  hiding  place  was  known  onl^'  to  him- 
self and  wife.  It  was  from  these  holes  in  the  wall 
that  he  extracted  the  ^1,000  which  he  loaned  his 
son-in-law,  N.  B.  Day,  to  help  purchase  a  farm,  as 
told  in  Blr.  Day's  sketch. 

Mr.  Stoner  died,  September  21,  1882,  and  his 
wife  passed  away  the  6th  of  March,  previous.  He 
was  a  man  of  strict  integrity;  enterprising  yet 
conservative,  and  enjoyed  in  a  marked  degree  the 
confidence  .and  respect  of  all  who  knew  him. 


^ 


C<1  MLLIAM  TRICKEL,  who  is  engaged  in 
\rj//  farming  on  section  27,  Patlon  Township, 
^^  has  long  been  a  resident  of  the  county, 
having  for  a  half-century  made  his  home  within 
its  borders.  He  claims  Ohio  as  the  State  of  his 
nativity,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Pickaw.ay 
County,  on  the  17tli  of  October,  1820.  He  is  one 
of  fourteen  children,  six  sons  and  eight  daughters, 
who  grew  to  mature  years  and  became  heads  of 
families.  Three  sons  and  Ave  daughters  are  yet 
living  at  this  writing.  The  father,  .Joshua  Trickel, 
was  born  and  reared  in  Virginia  and  there  wed- 
ded Jlary  Ileaton,  a  native  of  Ohio.  For  a  few 
years,  he  engaged  in  farming  in  Pickaway  County 
and  then  came  to  Illinois,  locating  in  Danville. 
This  w.as  in  1827.  After  a  residence  there  of  four 
years,  he  removed  to  Champaign  County  and  lo- 
cated near  Urbaua,  where  he  opened  up  and  im- 
proved a  farm,  residing  thereon  for  about  seven 
years.  In  184(1,  he  came  to  what  is  now  Ford 
Count}' and  settled  at  Trickel's  (irove,  where  he 
again  engaged  in  .agricultural  pursuits  and  made 
his  home  until  his  death.  His  wife  survived  him 
only  a  few  years. 

Our  suljject  was  a  lad  of  six  summers  when 
with  his  parents  he  came  to  Illinois,  and  in  tliis 
State  he  was  reared  to  manhood.  No  event  of 
special  importance  occurred  during  his  childhood. 
He  had  very  limited  educational  privileges,  as  he 
had  to  go  three  miles  to  school,  and  had  to  walk 
on  crutches,  for  he  was  crippled.  He  remained 
with  his  mother  until  her  death,  and  then  contin- 
ued to  can}'  on  the  farm  for  a  year,    when  he  pur- 


364 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


chased  a  tract  of  land  where  he  now  resides.  It 
has  since  been  his  home,  and  the  improvements 
found  thereon  stand  as  monuments  to  his  thrift 
and  industry.  He  first  liought  eighty  acres,  which 
he  cleared,  ])lowed  and  planted,  also  built  fences 
and  otherwise  improved  it.  He  afterward  pur- 
chased an  adjoining  forty  acres,  and  subsetiuently 
another  eighty-acre  tract,  making  in  all  a  valuable 
farm  of  two  hundred  acres,  which  is  located  five 
miles  southwest  of  the  city  of  Paxton. 

In  Champaign  County,  on  the  7th  of  .lanuary, 
1857,  Mr.  Trickel  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Alexander  Henry,  one  of 
the  honored  pioneers  of  Iroquois  County.  The 
lady  was  born  in  Lawrence  County,  Ind.,  and  in 
her  infancy  was  brought  to  Illinois,  where  the 
days  of  her  maidenhood  were  passed.  Twelve 
children  have  been  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Trickel,  seven  of  whom  are  yet  living:  Sarah  E., 
now  the  wife  of  .Tohn  Fitzgerald,  of  Ft)rd  County; 
William  C,  a  resident  farmer  of  this  county;  Ed- 
ward, who  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Minnesota; 
Mary,  wife  of  Matt  Odell,  of  Paxton;  Ida,  wife  of 
Charles  Anderson,  of  Ford  County;  Thomas  Dud- 
ley, who  aids  his  father  in  operating  the  home 
farm;  and  Harry  Clark,  the  youngest  of  the  fam- 
ily. Of  those  deceased,  three  died  in  infancy; 
Francis  Marion  died  October  7,  1883.  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years;  and  Carnj'  died  at  the  age  of 
seven  months. 

Mr.  Trickel  is  an  old  Jackson  Democrat  and  a 
stanch  advocate  of  the  principles  of  that  party. 
He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Martin  Van 
Buren  before  he  had  attained  his  majority.  He 
commenced  life  a  poor  man,  without  capital,  save 
an  enterprising  disposition,  yet  is  now  one  of  the 
thrifty  and  well-to-do  farmers  of  Patton  Town- 
ship. His  success  is  not  due  to  any  good  luck,  but 
is  the  result  of  his  own  industry,  good  manage- 
ment and  the  exercise  of  correct  business  princi- 
ples. He  is  straightforwai'd  and  honest  in  all  that 
he  does  and  has  the  confidence  of  the  entire  com- 
munity. He  has  long  made  his  home  in  Ford 
County,  and  has  thus  been  an  eye-witness  of  al- 
most its  entire  growth,  has  seen  the  advance  of 
progress  and  civilization  and  has  aided  largely  in 
its  development.     Much    is  due    the  early  settlers 


who  bore  all  the  hardships  and  trials  of  pioneer 
life  to  make  homes  in  the  Far  West,  and  were  thus 
founders  of  the  county.  Among  these  w.as  Mr. 
Trickel  and  we  take  pleasure  in  presenting  this 
brief  record  nf  his  life  to  our  readers. 

OHN  H.  MONTZ  has  for  seventeen  years 
been  identiticd  with  the  interests  of  Ford 
Cduiity  and  is  a  practical  and  progressive 
agriculturist,  residing  on  section  33,  Ly- 
man Township.  A  native  of  Germany,  he  was 
born  in  Hesse  Cassel,  April  13.  1847,  and  is  the 
eldest  in  a  family  of  two  sons  .and  two  daughters. 
His  brother  Luther  is  a  stone  and  brick  mason, 
residing  in  Roberts.  He  married  Miss  Vanda 
Shambrook,  and  they  are  members  of  the  Method- 
ist Church.  The  father  of  our  subject  crossed 
the  liriny  dee|i  in  1850,  landing  .it  Baltimore, 
whence  he  went  to  Chainbcrsburg,  Pa.,  where  he 
resided  for  thirty-seven  years.  He  and  his  wife 
now  make  their  home  with  their  son  .lohn.  They 
are  hale  and  hearty  old  peojile,  and  are  members 
of  the  German  Reformed  Church. 

Our  subject  was  only  three  years  old  when 
brought  l)y  his  parents  to  America.  He  was  reared 
to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  acquired  his  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools,  but  bj'  reading  and 
observation  has  made  himself  a  well-informed 
man,  who  can  conver.se  readily  and  fluently  on 
the  current  topics  of  the  day.  He  resided  in  the 
Keystone  State  until  he  was  thirty-two  years  of 
age,  when,  in  1870,  he  came  with  his  family  to 
Ford  County,  which  was  then  a  swam}iy  region, 
containing  more  water  than  land. 

On  the  29th  of  October,  1871,  Mr.  Montz  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Catherine  Hoover,  a 
native  of  I'ennsylvania,  and  a  daughter  of  Mich- 
ael and  Susanna  (Etter)  Hoover.  Unto  them  have 
been  born  eight  children,  five  sons  and  three 
daughters,  six  of  whom  are  j'et  living:  Mintie  V., 
Maggie  S.,  Anna  Florence,  Irwin  V.,  John  H., 
Charlie,  R03"  and  Clarence  M.  The  parents  are  de- 
vout members  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Roberts, 
and  Mr.  Montz  has  been  a    leader  of  the  choir  for 
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seven  years.  He  has  also  been  closely  identified 
with  the  Siiiulay-school  work  and  has  acted  as 
delegate  to  the  county  conventions  of  the  Siinday- 
schodl  many  times.  He  lias  been  Steward  and 
Trnstee  of  the  clinrcli  for  many  years,  and  is  As- 
sistant Superintendent  of  tlie  Sunday-school.  His 
consistent  Christuxn  life  has  won  him  the  high  regard 
and  confidence  of  all.  In  politics,  he  is  a  stalwart 
Republican  and  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Gen.  George  15.  IMcC'lelland.  The  cause  of  edu- 
cation finds  in  him  a  warm  friend, and  while  serv- 
ing for  nine  years  as  one  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 
he  has  done  effective  service  for  the  schools  of 
this  community.  Socially,  he  belongs  to  tiie 
Meadow  Mound  Grange,  of  which  he  is  now  Sec- 
retary. Of  a  benevolent  disposition,  he  gives 
liberallj'  to  charities  and  his  aid  is  never  withheld 
from  any  interest  calculated  to  prove  of  public 
benefit  and  promote  the  general  welfare. 


1/  ON.  .JONATHAN  P.  MIDDLECOFF,  presi- 
dent and  general  manager  of  the  Paxton 
\\^  Brick  and  Tile  Company  and  of  the  Paxton 
(^))  Canning  Company,  is  one  of  the  prominent 
business  men  of  Ford  County,  having  resided  in 
Paxton  since  the  pioneer  days  of  the  citj'.  He  was 
born  in  Richmond,  Ind.,  on  the  20th  of  February, 
1838.  His  parents,  Daniel  and  Theresa  (New-- 
comer) Middlecoff,  were  natives  of  Maryland,  the 
father  born  in  1800,  and  the  mother  in  180U.  On 
removing  from  that  .State  in  1827,  they  located  in 
Indiana,  where  they  resided  until  1849,  which  year 
saw  them  residents  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  Mr. 
Middlecoff,  Sr.,  carried  on  the  wholesale  grocery 
business  for  many  years,  and  in  1861,  came  to  Ford 
County,  111.,  locating  in  Patton  Townsliip,  where 
his  death  occurred  in  18G6.  Iliswifestill  survives 
him  and  now  resides  in  Paxton. 

Our  subject  was  a  lad  of  eleven  years  when  he 
removed  with  his  parents  from  Indiana  to  Cincin- 
nati, where  he  attended  the  cit^-  schools  and  later 
pursued  his  education  in  St.  John's  College  and 
Farmers'  College  of  Ohio.     In    1857,  he  came   to 


Illinois  and  embarked  in  the  mercantile  business 
in  Ludlow,  Champaign  County,  wliere  he  remained 
until  1862,  when  he  removed  to  his  farm  in  Ford 
County.  Ho  then  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 
until  1867,  when  he  came  to  Paxton  and  opened  a 
iiardware  st(n-e,  which  he  carried  on  for  several 
years.  In  1881,  he  liecaine  associated  with  C.  Bogar- 
dus,  P.  Whitmer  and  F.  L.  Cook  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  drain  tile  and  brick,  under  the  style  of  the 
Paxton  Brick  and  Tile  Company,  of  which  he  was 
chosen  president  and  general  manager  and  has 
since  continued  to  hold  that  position  up  to  the 
present  time,  covering  a  period  of  eleven  years. 
During  this  time,  the  company  has  i)rospered  and 
has  built  up  a  large  and  successful  business,  which 
has  not  only  benefited  the  proprietors  but  has 
proved  a  lasting  advantage  to  the  farmers  in  the 
vicinity'.  In  1888,  he  helped  to  organize  the  Pax- 
ton Canning  Company,  of  which  he  is  president 
and  general  manager,  and  which  has  now  been  in 
successful  operation  for  four  years,  and  in  addition 
to  his  manufacturing  interests  above  alluded  to,  he 
has  an  extensive  real-estate  property,  including 
several  valuable  farms  and  city  propertj-. 

In  January,  1864,  Mr.  Middlecoff  was  married 
in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Mary  F.  Fox,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Richard  Fox,  the  original  starch  manufac- 
turer. The  lady  is  a  native  of  Cincinnati  and  in 
that  city  her  education  was  acquired.  Three  chil- 
dren were  born  of  their  union,  but  ail  are  now  de- 
ceased. Alice,  the  eldest,  died  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen months;  Samuel  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- two 
months;  while  Addie,  who  lived  to  be  an  accoin- 
l)lished  and  attractive  young  woman,  died  March- 
i),  1891. 

In  pi)litics,  Mr.  Middlecoff  is  a  Republican.  He 
was  several  times  elected  Supervisor  of  Patton 
Township,  serving  as  such  during  the  years  1866, 
1867,  1872,  1877,  and  1878.  The  two  Last  years, 
he  was  chairman  of  the  County  Board.  In  1872, 
he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Twent3'-eighth 
General  Assembly,  where  he  served  on  the  Com- 
mittees on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  and 
Corporations,  al»o  on  the  Committee  on  County 
and  Township  Organizations,  and  proved  a  useful 
and  influential  member  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives.    He  has  twice  served  as  Mayor  of  Paxton 
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and  has  ever  been  active  in  the  promotion  of  the 
city's  best  interests.  It  was  during  liis  second 
term  as  Maj-or  that  tlie  city  established  its  present 
efficient  system  of  water-worlis.  Mr.  Middleeoff  is 
president  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Rice  Col- 
legiate Institute  of  Paxton.  A  Knight  Templar 
Mason,  he  holds  membership  with  Paxton  Lodge 
No.  416,  A.  F.  it  A.  M.;  Ford  Chapter  Xo.  113, 
R.  A.  M.;  and  Mt.  Olivet  Commaudery  Xo.  38,  K. 
T.  Miinsclf  and  wife  are  members  of  the  ISIeth- 
odisl  Episcopal  Church,  of  Paxton,  of  which  Mr. 
Middlecofif  is  a  trustee. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  tell  the  reader  who  has 
perused  tliis  sketch  to  this  point  that  its  subject  is 
a  busy  and  useful  member  of  society;  the  extent 
and  variety  of  his  business  relations  will  indicate 
that.  That  he  is  possessed  of  good  executive  and 
business  ability  is  ciraceded  by  all  who  know  him, 
and  tiiat  integrity  and  fail'  and  honorable  dealing 
have  won  tlie  respect  of  his  fellow-citizens  and 
also  have  proved  a  powerful  factor  in  ])ronioting 
the  suljstantial  success  in  life  that  has  crowned  his 
efforts. 
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,,..,  LBERT  .1.  POOL,  one  of  the  extensive 
(j^^Jli  laud  owners  and  a  representative  farmer 
of  Button  Township,  residing  on  section 
6,  has  the  honor  of  being  a  native  of  this 
State,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  La  Salle  County, 
March  18,  1849.  His  father,  William  Pool,  was 
born  in  liingl.and,  .luue  16, 1824,  and  with  his  father, 
Joseph  Pool,  emigrated  to  this  country  in  1833, 
when  a  lad  of  nine  summers.  The  fauiily  located 
in  Clinton  Count}',  N.  Y.,  and  after  a  number  of 
j^ears  came  West,  in  1847,  locating  in  La  Salle 
County.  There  the  father  of  our  subject  attained 
his  majorit}',  and  after  spending  the  summer  here, 
returned  to  the  Empire  State,  where  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  Smith,  who  was  born  in 
New  York. 

In  1847,  William  Pool  and  his  wife,  accompanied 
by  his  parents,  came  to  the  West  and  were  among 
the  first  settlers  of  La  Salle  County.  He  there  pur- 
chased one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  prairie  laud, 


upon  which  not  a  furrow  had  been  turned  or  an 
improvement  made,  but  he  developed  a  good  farm 
and  made  a  pleasant  home,  although  iu  the  earlier 
vears  he  bore  all  the  hardships  and  trials  of  frontier 
life.  All  the  supplies  for  the  family  had  to  be 
hauled  from  Chicago  with  ox-teams  and  the  farm 
products  taken  there  for  sale.  Mr.  Pool  is  still 
living  on  the  old  homestead,  an  honored  pioneer 
and  highly  respected  citizen  of  that  community'. 
He  is  now  living  retired,  liis  two  sous  operating  his 
land. 

In  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads  our  subject 
spent  the  days  of  his  bovhood  and  youth,  remain- 
ing with  his  parents  until  he  had  attained  his  ma- 
joi'ity.  He  received  good  educational  advantages, 
having  been  a  student  at  the  Ottawa  High  School, 
after  which  he  took  a  complete  commercial  course 
and  then  engaged  in  teaching  for  one  year  in  the 
Commercial  College.  He  continued  his  farming 
operations  in  La  Salle  County  until  1873,  when  he 
came  to  Ford  County  and  settled  upon  the  land 
which  is  now  his  home.  He  had  purchased  it  in 
1867,  a  wild  and  unbroken  tract,  but  his  arduous 
laboi-s  soon  transformed  the  place  into  a  product- 
ive farm,  the  value  of  which  has  been  greatly  in- 
creased b}'  the  manj-  improvements  placed  thereon. 
Mr.  Pool  now  owns  four  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
acres  of  good  laud,  well  tilled  and  fenced,  upon 
which  is  a  neat  and  substantial  dwelling,  good 
barns  and  other  outbuildings,  and  all  the  accesso- 
ries of  a  model  farm. 

In  1872,  in  La  Salle  County,  Mr.  Pool  married 
Miss  Lucy  A.  Crook,  a  most  estimable  lady,  and  a 
daughter  of  Sylvan  us  Crook,  one  of  the  well-known 
pioneers  and  sulistautial  farmers  of  La  Salle 
County,  where  he  located  in  1837.  By  this  uniun 
were  born  four  children:  William  C,  who  is  now 
attending  Paxton  College;  Harry  A.,  Ralph  and 
Ethel.  Mrs  Pool  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Clarence  and  although  not  a  member, 
Mr.  Pool  contributes  liberally  to  its  support  and 
also  gives  freely  of  his  means  to  charitable  and 
benevolent  enterprises.  The  cause  of  education 
finds  in  him  a  warm  friend  and  his  support  is 
never  withheld  from  any  interest  calculated  to 
promote  the  general  welfare.  He  is  indeed  a  val- 
ued citizen  of  the  community  and  one  mo.st  highly 
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esteemed  in  this  locality.  In  politics,  he  was  a 
Democrat,  hut  of  late  years  has  been  independent, 
voting  for  the  man,  regardless  of  [larty  affiliations. 
His  residence  in  Ford  County  covers  a  period  of 
almost  twenty  years,  during  which  time  he  has 
won  many  friends  and  the  confidence  and  regard 
of  all  with  whom  he  has  been  brought  in   contact. 


■So~ 


^SGOOD  TIl():\IPSONis  now  living  a  retired 
life  in  IMel  vin,  resting  after  many  years  spent 
in  toil  and  lal)or  which  brought  liim  the 
competence  which  now  enaliles  him  to  lay  aside  all 
business  cares.  We  have  in  our  subject  a  native 
of  the  Pine  Tree  State,  who  was  born  in  Somerset 
County,  on  the  ;30th  of  December,  1821.  His 
father,  .Iain  es  Till  unpson,  was  also  a  native  of  Maine, 
and  was  of  English  descent.  He  married  Sarah 
Bacon  and  tliey  became  the  parents  of  four  children, 
as  follows:  Timothy,  a  cooper  and  cari)enter  l\y 
trade,  who  died  in  1884;  Osgood  of  this  sketch; 
Lemuel,  who  died  in  18.50;  and  James,  a  resident 
farmer  of  INFaine.  The  mother  was  called  to  lier 
final  home  in  1832,  and  a  few  >'ears  later  the  father 
was  again  married,  his  second  union  being  with 
Matilda  Stiles,  by  whom  he  had  five  child-en: 
Sarah,  wife  of  Benjamin  Moody;  Ilamiah  .i.,  wife 
of  Robert  Schaddock;  .John,  a  farmer  of  Maine; 
Mary  E.  is  married  and  lives  in  Maine;  and  Lydia, 
wife  of  Albert  Small;  Arietta  is  married  and  lives 
in  Maine. 

The  educational  advantages  which  our  subject 
received  were  those  afforded  by  the  district  schools 
of  his  native  State,  which  he  attended  until  fifteen 
years  of  age.  He  then  began  learning  the  carpen- 
ter's trade  and  made  his  home  under  the  parental 
roof  until  he  had  attained  his  majority,  when  he 
started  out  in  life  for  himself,  working  on  a  farm 
by  the  month  and  also  at  carpenter  work.  As  a 
companion  and  helitmate  on  life's  journey,  he  chose 
Miss  Hannah  W.  Wentworth,  daughter  of  Reuben 
and  Sarah  Wentworth,  the  marriage  ceremony  be- 
ing performed  on  the  18th  of  Deceinbei-,  1842. 

The  young  couple  began  their  domestic  life  in 
the  Pine  Tree  State  where  they  resided  until  1866, 


when  they  came  to  Illinois,  and  in  Highland, 
Grundy  County,  Mr.  Thompson  rented  land  and 
began  farming.  The  following  year,  he  came  to 
Ford  County,  purchased  eightj'  acres  of  raw  land 
in  AVall  township  and  made  some  improvements 
thereon, after  which  lie  returned  to  (iriindy  County, 
where  he  continued  to  reside  until  1869.  In  that 
year  he  brought  his  family  to  the  farm  in  Wall_ 
township,  and  now  devoted  his  entire  time  and 
attention  to  its  cultivation.  His  fields  were  well 
tilled  and,  in  consequence,  abundant  harvests  re- 
warded his  efforts,  so  that  in  the  course  of  time  he 
was  enabled  to  lay  by  some  money  and  is  now  the 
possessor  of  a  competence.  After  carrying  on 
general  farming  for  some  time,  he  purchased  prop- 
erty in  Melvin  and,  as  before  stated,  is  there  living 
a  retired  life. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thompson  have  been  born  a 
family  of  seven  children,  namely:  William,  who  is 
a  retired  farmer  of  iSIiuden,  Neb.;  Frederick  G., 
district  sergeant  in  one  of  the  police  stations  in 
Chicago;  Ann  B.,  at  home;  Rovello  G.,  a  farmer  re- 
siding in  Grundy  County,  111.;  James  S.,  who  oc- 
cupies the  position  of  overseer  in  the  tile  factory 
of  Melvin;  Maj',  wife  of  Charles  Vananthrop,  also 
a  resident  of  Melvin;  and  Byron  O.,  who  makes  his 
home  in  Chicago. 

In  his  political  views,  Mr.  Thompson  is  a  Repub- 
lican, have  long  supported  that  party,  although  he 
has  never  sought  or  desired  public  office.  He  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and 
he  is  a  worthy  and  respected  citizen  of  Ford  Count}', 
where  he  has  now  made  his  home  for  about  twenty- 
three  years.  He  has  lived  the  quiet  and  unobtrusive 
life  of  a  farmer  but  his  true  worth  has  been  recog- 
nized by  the  high  esteem  which   is   tendered  him. 

V  ♦^♦^■» ' 


/  *^*£ 


!^p*IMOTIlY  ROSS,  a  grain  merchant  and  a 
ifl^^  member  of  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors 
^^^^^  from  Drummer  Townshij),  has  been  a  resi- 
dent of  Ford  County  for  twent3--six  years  and  for 
nineteen  years  has  made  his  home  in  Gibson  City. 
Mr,  Ross  is  a  native  of  the  Keystone  State,  born 
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in  Greene  County  on"  the  18th  of  October,  1846, 
and  is  a  son  of  Abner  and  Maiinda  (McClelland) 
Ross,  who  were  of  Scotch  and  Irish  descent,  respect- 
ively, bnt  of  American  ancestry  many  generations 
remote.  His  parents  both  died  while  our  subject 
was  but  a  child.  He  was  onl}'  seven  years  of  age 
when  he  lost  his  mother,  who  died  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  his  father  died  in  Iowa  when  he  was  ten  years 
old. 

Timothy  Ross  was  brought  up  by  an  uncle  in  his 
native  State  until  he  reached  the  age  of  eighteen 
years.  He  then  solicited  and  received  the  amount 
of  his  patrimony,  ^200,  with  which  he  determined 
to  gratify  a  craving  to  see  the  West  and  seek  an 
opportunity  to  make  hisw.ay  in  the  world.  In  |)nr- 
suanceof  this  desire,  he  made  his  way  to  Chicago  in 
186(i,but  soon  afterward  continued  his  journey  to 
Ludlow,  where  he  made  the  acquaintance  of  Thomas 
Stevens,  an  extensive  farmer  and  prominent  stock- 
man of  Champaign  Count}-.  The  acquaintance 
proving  mutually  agreeable,  he  eng.aged  to  work 
for  Mr.  Stevens,  whose  home  was  just  to  the  south 
and  near  the  Ford  County  line.  He  continued 
in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Stevens  until  1869,  when  he 
entered  upon  the  business,  but  still  made  his  home 
with  that  gentleman  for  four  j'ears,  when  he  estab- 
lished himself  in  tlie  grain  business,  in  1873,  in 
Gibson  Cit>'. 

On  the  30th  of  September,  1875,  Mr.  Ross  was 
united  in  marriage  at  the  home  of  her  father  in 
Drummer  Township,  Ford  County,  to  Miss  Julia 
A.  Stevens,  her  father  being  the  early  friend  and 
employer  of  her  husband.  Mrs.  Ross  was  born  in 
Champaign  Count}',  111.,  and  iier  mother's  maiden 
name  was  Hannah  Catherine.  Four  children,  two 
sons  and  two  daughters,  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ross:  Charles  PI,  Beulah  May,  William  Chalmers 
and  Clella,  all  of  whom  were  born  in  Gibson  City. 
In  political  sentiment,  our  sulijeet  affiliates  with 
the  Republican  party  and  has  held  a  number  of 
official  positions,  proving  a  faithful  and  efficient 
officer.  He  has  been  School  Director  and  Village 
Trustee  and  was  appointed  Supervisor  for  Drum- 
mer Township  on  the  1st  of  June,  1891,  being 
elected  his  own  successor  in  April  of  the  following 
year,  without  opposition,  for  a  term  of  two  j'ears. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  present  Village  Board  and 


Director  of  the  school  district.  Socially,  he  is  a 
Mason,  holding  membership  with  Gibson  Lodge 
No.  733  A.  F.  &.  A.  M.;  Gibson  Chapter  No.  183 
R.  A.  M.,  and  Mt.  Olivet  Commandery  No.  38 
K.  T.,  of  Paxton.  Mr.  Ross  has  a  line  farm  of  two 
hundred  and  eighty  acres,  situated  in  Brown 
Township,  Champaign  County,  which  he  rents. 
He  h.as  been  in  the  grain  business  for  fourteen 
years  and  has  built  up  a  large  and  lucrative  trade. 
He  is  now  Iniying  at  four  different  stations  besides 
Gibson  City,  namely:  llarpster,  Gutlirie  and  Lud- 
low, on  the  Illinois  Central,  and  Garber  on  the 
AVab.ash  Railroad.  The  grain  bought  consists  of 
corn  and  oats,  and  the  aggregate  annual  Inisiness 
amounts  to  about  seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
bushels.  Mr.  Ross  is  one  of  the  prominent  citizens 
of  the  county  and  highly  respected  throughout  the 
community. 
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OHN   C.  AMM  is  one  of  the  widely-known 


and  highly  respected  farmers  of  Patton 
Township,  his  home  being  on  section  3.5i 
where  he  has  a  valuable  farm.  We  are 
pleased  to  record  a  sketch  of  his  life  in  this  work, 
for  we  know  it  will  be  received  with  interest  by 
his  many  friends  in  this  community.  Mr.  Amm 
was  born  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  on  the  21st  of  Ma}', 
1834,  and  is  a  son  of  Henry  Amm,  also  a  native  of 
Bavaria.  The  father  there  grew  to  manhood,  was 
married  and  reared  his  family.  He  never  left  the 
land  of  his  birth,  but  there  followed  farming 
throughout  his  entire  life. 

Our  subject  was  one  of  a  family  of  ten  children, 
eight  sons  and  two  daughters,  all  of  whom  reached 
the  years  of  maturity.  At  the  age  of  six,  he  en- 
tered the  public  schools,  where  he  remained  until 
a  youth  of  fourteen.  In  1853,  when  a  young  man 
of  nineteen  years,  he  bade  good-liye  to  his  old  home 
and  started  out  to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  New 
World.  It  was  the  5th  of  June  that  lie  sailed 
from  Bremen,  and  on  the  11th  of  August,  he  ar- 
rived in  Baltimore,  Md.,  after  a  pleasant  voyage 
of  sixty-seven  da^'S.  He  did  not  pause  long,  how- 
ever,  in  Baltimore,  but  went  directly  to   Preble 
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County,  Ohio,  where  he  secured  work  in  building 
stone  fences.  He  then  worked  upon  a  farm  b.y 
the  month  for  three  years,  after  which,  in  1850, 
he  came  to  Illinois. 

Mr.  Amm's?  first  location  in  Illinois  was  made 
in  Slielby  County,  wliere  he  continued  to  worli  as 
a  farm  hand,  by  the  month,  for  a  year,  when,  in 
1857,  he  went  to  Peoria  County.  Three  j'cars 
later  we  find  him  a  resident  of  Tazewell  County, 
where  he  was  employed  as  a  farm  hand  for  four 
years.  lie  had  been  industrious  and  economical  in 
all  tliis  time  and  thus  having  accumulated  some 
capital,  in  1864  he  made  his  first  puichase  of  land, 
buying  an  improved  farm  of  ninety  acres,  which 
he  operated  for  three  years.  On  the  expii'ation  of 
that  time  he  removed  to  Logan  County  and  rented 
a  farm  for  four  years.  It  was  in  1871  that  Mr. 
Aram  came  to  P'ord  County  and  bought  a  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acre  tract,  the  same  upon  which  he 
now  resides.  It  was  then  but  slightly  improved, 
liut  he  cleared  and  broke  the  land,  planted  crops, 
and  the  fertile  fields  were  soon  yielding  him 
abundant  harvest.  He  has  erected  good  buildings 
and  the  Amm  homestead,  which  is  pleasantl}-  lo- 
cated five  miles  from  Paxton,  is  considered  one  of 
the  valuable  farms  in  the  township. 

While  residing  in  Tazewell  County,  Mr.  Amm 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Hannah*  J., 
daughter  of  Jesse  and  Emily  M.  (Davis)  Dillon. 
Her  father,  a  native  of  Ohio,  was  one  of  the  hon- 
ored pioneers  of  Tazewell  County,  where  the  daugh- 
ter was  born.  Their  union  was  celebrated  on  the 
5th  of  September,  1865,  and  has  been  blessed  witli 
a  family  of  five  children:  John  Henry,  who  is 
now  married  and  resides  on  a  farm  in  Chamiiaign 
County;  Leo  Leroy,  who  is  living  on  an  adjoining 
farm  in  Ford  County;  Saphrona  Alice,  Mary  and 
Thomas  Davis,  who  complete  the  famil3-.  They 
have  also  lost  two  children:  Theresa  A.,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  seven  months;  and  Martin  L.,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  five  years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Amm  are  members  of  the  Christian 
Church  of  Ludlow,  and  are  highly  respected  peo- 
ple, esteemed  for  their  many  excellencies  of  char- 
acter. In  politics,  he  is  a  Republican,  having  sup 
ported  that  party  since  he  cast  his  first  Presidential 
vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln.  He  has  served  for 
16 


nine  consecutive  years  as  a  member  of  the  School 
Hoard,  and  the  cause  of  education  has  found  in 
him  a  warm  and  faithful  friend.  In  the  summer 
of  1891,  he  made  a  trip  to  Germany  and  visited 
his  old  home  and  the  scenes  of  his  youth.  He 
thus  spent  two  months  very  pleasantly,  after 
which  he  returned  to  his  home. 


^>|  AURICE  H.  WEAVER  is  the  owner  of  a 
l\\  fine  farm  of  two  hundred  acres,  situated 
1*  on  sections  15  and  22,  Wall  Township,  and 
his  landed  possessions  here  and  elsewhere 
aggregate  five  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  He  is  a 
prominent  and  representative  farmer  of  the  com- 
munity and  one  who  has  a  wide  acquaintance 
throughout  the  county.  He  was  born  on  the  19th 
of  August,  1833,  in  Oneida  Count}',  N.  Y.,  and  is 
a  son  of  Henry  and  Louise  (Spencer)  Weaver.  His 
father  was  born  in  the  Empire  State,  .lanuary  6, 
1804,  and  followed  the  occupation  of  farming.  Ip 
politics,  he  was  a  Whig,  and  himself  and  wife  were 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church.  His  death 
occurred  Februarj-  22,1846,  and  his  remains  were  in- 
terred in  the  cemetery  of  Deerfield  Corners,  Oneida 
County,  where  a  beautiful  monument  marks  his 
last  resting  place.  His  wife  was  born  in  New  Eng- 
land, October  6,  1807,  came  to  the  West  in  1874, 
and  spent  her  remaining  days  with  her  son  JMau- 
rice.  She  died  July  6,  1888,  and  was  buried  in. 
Loda  Cemetery. 

Their  family  numbered  six  children,  four  sons 
and  two  daughters:  Catherine  E.,  wife  of  John  K. 
Gray,  a  speculator  and  gardener  of  Oneida  County, 
N.  Y.;  Albert,  who  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  late 
war  as  a  member  of  a  New  York  regiment,  died  in 
Ford  County;  George  Henry  died  in  New  York; 
Maria  Louisa,  wife  of  Joseph  Mansfield,  is  living 
in  Toledo,  Ohio;  Maurice  is  the  next  j'ounger;  and 
Joseph  II.,  who  has  also  followed  agricultural  pur- 
suits, resides  with  his  brother  Maurice. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  our 
subject,  feeling  that  it  will  prove  of  interest  to 
many  of  our  readers,  as  he  is  widely  and  favorably 
known.     Nothing  occurred  to  vary  the  monotony 
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of  his  boyhood  days,  which  were  spent  upon  Ids 
father's  farm  and  in  attendance  at  the  district 
schools  until  about  sixteen  3-ears  of  age.  His 
father  died  when  he  was  a  lad  of  fourteen  jears. 
after  whicli  he  went  to  live  with  one  of  his  uncles. 
On  leaving  school,  he  began  life  for  himself  and 
for  five  years  worked  as  a  farm  hand  at  $8  pfer 
month.  In  18yo,  he  w-ent  to  Ottawa,  111.,  where 
he  worked  upon  a  farm  for  one  ye.ar,  and  it  was 
thus  that  he  got  his  start  in  life.  He  next  rented 
land  near  Ottawa,  wliere  he  made  his  home  until 
1865,  when  he  purchased  an  eighty-acre  farm  with 
the  means  he  had  accumulated  through  his  own 
labors.  He  afterward  sold  out  at  an  advance  and 
then  purchased  sixty-five  acres.  Upon  that  farm 
he  continued  to  make  his  home  until  1870,  when 
he  sold  and  came  to  Ford  County-,  purchasing  two 
hundred  acres  of  land  on  sections  1.")  and  22,  Wall 
Township.  There  he  has  made  his  home  continu- 
ously since,  covering  a  (leriod  of  more  than  twenty- 
two  j'ears.  He  is  truly  a  self-made  man.  He  com- 
menced life  emptj-handed  but  has  prospered  since 
coming  to  this  county,  his  business  ventures  have 
proved  successful  and  he  is  now  tiie  owner  of  five 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  all  situated  iu 
Willi  Township. 

On  the  8th  of  November,  1860,  Mr.  Weaver  led 
to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Nancy  Snelling,  wdio  was 
born  ISIarch  8, 1842,  and  is  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Rebecca  (Shaver)  Snelling.  Her  father  was  born 
near  Culpeper  Court  House,  Va.,  March  11,  1812, 
and  was  a  carpenter  and  joiner  by  trade,  but  fol- 
lowed fanning  through  much  of  his  life.  He  came 
to  Illinois  in  1840,  and  in  1849,  attracted  by  the 
discovery  of  gold  in  California,  went  across  the 
plains  with  an  ox-team  and  remained  on  the  Pacific 
slope  for  twenty-two  months.  The  trip  was  veiy 
successful,  and  he  returned  home  by  way  of  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  the  Missis- 
sippi River.  In  politics,  he  was  a  Democrat.  His 
wife  is  a  daughter  of  David  and  Nancy  (Grove) 
Shaver,  both  of  whom  were  of  German  extraction. 
Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Snelling  were  born  three  sons 
and  three  daughters,  five  of  whom  are  yet  living: 
Mrs.  Weaver,  of  this  sketch;  James,  who  resides  in 
Wall  Township  and  is  represented  elsewliere  in 
this   work;  David,   who    is   married    and   follows 


farming  in  La  Salle  County;  Annis,  wife  of  Hale 
Francis,  a  resident  farmer  of  La  Salle  County; 
George,  who  was  graduated  from  the  Wesleyan  Law 
School  of  Bloomington,  is  now  married  and  en- 
gages in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Anthony, 
Kan.  There  are  two  children  now  deceased:  Eliza- 
beth, who  was  educated  in  Galcsburg,  was  a  suc- 
cessful teacher  and  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-eight; 
and  Olive,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weaver  has  been  born  a  son, 
John  Henry,  who  aids  his  father  in  the  operation 
of  the  home  farm.  He  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Paxton,  the  Paxton  Collegiate  Institute, 
the  Normal  of  that  place,  and  in  1887  and  1888, 
was  a  student  in  the  State  Normal  University.  He 
has  been  one  of  Ford  County's  successful  teachers 
and  also  taught  in  JIcLean  County.  He  married 
Miss  Allie  Augustine,  a  native  of  Pontiac,  111., 
their  union  being  celebrated  I'ebruaiy  23,  1892. 
The  lady  was  educated  in  the  Normal  University 
of  Normal  and  was  a  teacher  of  recognized  ability. 
The  j'oung  couple  are  ])eople  of  high  social  stand- 
ing in  tlie  community.  I\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Weaver  have 
also  had  Miss  Lenora  Gibson  with  them  bince  she 

i    was  five  and  a  half  years  of  age.     .She  is  a  most 

!    estimable  young  lady  and  is  a  member  of  the  Meth- 

'    odist  Church  of  Wall  Townsliip. 

I  The  Weaver  household  is  the  abode  of  hospital- 
it3'  and  its  members  rank  high  in  social  circles  for 
they  possess  that  true  worth  of  character  whicli 
entitles  everyone  to  respect.  In  his  political  affilia- 
tions. Ml.  Weaver  is  a  Democrat  but  has  never  been 
a  politician  in  the  sense  of  office-seeking.  He  cast 
his  first  Presidential  vote  for  James  Buchanan  and 
his  son  voted  first  for  Giover  Cleveland  and  is  a 
warm  advocate  of  the  Democracy. 


;,ILLIAM  CYRUS  AVRIGHT,  a  member  of 
he  firm  of  Cooper  &  Wright,  dealers  in 
lumber,  of  Roberts,  was  born  in  Brown 
County,  Ohio,  February  25,  1841,  and  is  a  son  of 
James  and  Melinda  (Bayne)  AVright.  The  father 
was  born  in  Brown  County.  Ohio,  .January  21.  1808, 
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and  in  earlj'  life  engaged  in  carding  wool,  but 
afterward  turned  his  attention  to  farming,  which 
occupation  he  followed  In  Decatur,  Oliio.  In  1851, 
he  started  Westward  with  his  family,  their  destina- 
tion being  Wasliington,  III.  Mr.  Wright  [lurchased 
one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  partially'  improved 
land,  but  after  some  years  removed  to  Centerville, 
Iowa,  in  18iS3.  and  his  death  occurred  on  the  1st  of 
June,  following.  He  always  voted  with  the  Re- 
publican party  and  was  a  stalwart  supporter  of  its 
principles.  His  wife  was  a  member  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church.  She  was  born  September  14, 
1810,  and  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years. 
Both  paients  were  buried  in  Centerville,  Iowa. 

Their  family  munbered  seven  children,  four  sons 
and  three  daughters,  six  of  whom  are  yet  living: 
Carey  C,  a  retired  farmer  who  resides  with  his  fam- 
ily in  Ottawa,  Kan.;  Eleanor  E.,  deceased;  Samuel 
N.,  who  is  married  and  is  foreman  in  the  round 
house  of  the  Texas  ife  Pacific  Railroad,  his  home 
being  in  Dallas, Tex.;  William,  of  this  sketch;  .luliu 
A.,  wlio  is  engaged  in  teaching;  John  T.,  who  fol- 
lows farming  in  South  Dakota;  and  Margaret  E., 
who  is  also  living  in  Rapids  City. 

Under  the  parental  roof,  our  subject  spent  his 
boyhood  days,  leaving  home  on  attaining  his  ma- 
jority. He  was  married  October  17,  1876,  the  lady 
of  his  choice  being  Miss  Jennie  C.  Wilson,  a  native 
of  Allegheny  County,  Pa.,  and  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Susan  P.  McCannahan.  She  is  a  well-educated 
lad\'  and  prior  to  her  marriage  engaged  in  teaching. 
Unto  them  were  born  five  children:  Julia  B.,  who 
is  studying  music;  Linnie  P.  and  Morna  E.,  Who 
are  attending  school;  Jesse  M.,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  four  years;  and  Wilson  Bayne,  who  completes 
the  family. 

Prior  to  his  marriage,  INIr.  Wright  went  to  Che- 
noa,  in  1870,  and  engaged  in  farming  in  Yates 
Township,  where  he  spent  ten  years.  He  then  re- 
moved to  Gardner,  Grundy  County,  111.,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  lumber  business  with  his  uncle,  M. 
Bayne.  After  one  year  he  Ixjught  out  his  luicle's 
interest  and  carried  on  business  alone  very  success- 
fully for  five  and  a  half  years.  He  also  had  an  in- 
terest in  a  lumber  3'ard  in  Winona,  III.  In  1887, 
he  sold  his  business  in  (Tardner  to  IIarr>'  Snyder, 
and  on  coming  to  Roberts  bought  out  Lisk  Bros., 


dealers  in  hardware,  lumber,  and  furniture.  He 
continued  to  operate  in  those  lines  until  July, 
1891,  when  he  sold  the  hardware  and  furniture  to 
Landel  ct  Son  and  soon  afterward  admitted  A. 
Cooper  to  i)artnersliip  in  the  lumber  business,  while 
at  the  same  time  he  purchased  an  interest  in  the 
agricultural  imi)leinent  business  of  Thompson  & 
Co.,  Mr.  Cooper  being  the  company,  and  the  firm 
of  Cooper  &  Wright  now  deal  in  coal,  lumber  and 
agricultural  imi)lcments.  They  also  carry  a  full 
line  of  wagons,  buggies,  surreys,  carriages,  carts, 
etc.  They  have  about  $10,000  invested,  and  are 
numliered  among  the  leading  and  enterprising  busi- 
ness men  of  Roberts.  Their  fair  dealing  and  coiirl- 
eous  treatment  have  secured  them  a  liberal  patron- 
age. Mr.  Wright  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial citizens  of  the  community  and  ranks  high 
in  business  circles. 


IIRISTIAN  JACOB  BUCHNER,  an  early 
settler  of  Ford  County,  and  a  leading 
blacksmith  of  Gibson  City,  does  general 
blacksmithing,  carriage  and  machinery  repairing 
and  horse  shoeing.  He  was  born  in  the  State 
of  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  September  8,  18:35,  and 
is  a  son  of  Johannes  and  Christiana  Buchner, 
both  natives  of  that  country.  He  acquired  his 
education  and  learned  his  trade  in  his  native  land, 
serving  a  regular  apprenticeship. 

On  the  25th  of  December,  1854,  Mr.  Buchner 
emigrated  to  America,  sailing  from  Antwerp  in  a 
sailing-vessel.  They  encountered  several  severe 
storms  and  after  nuieh  discomfort  and  considerable 
hardship,  in  a  voyage  of  forty-five  days,  thej' 
reached  New  York  City.  On  arriving  in  the  New 
World,  Mr.  Buchner  found  employment  at  his 
trade,  working  in  Newark,  N.  J.,  until  May,  1855, 
when  he  went  to  Northumberland,  Pa.,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  same  occupation  for  one  year.  In 
1856,  he  removed  to  Chicago,  being  there  emploj^ed 
for  a  year  in  Wright's  Reaper  Factory,  where  he 
made  the  first  self-rake  used  in  the  country.  On 
leaving  Chicago,  he  went  to  Champaign,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  building  cattle-guards  from   that 
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city  to  Danville,  on  the  line  of  the  Great  Western 
Railroad,  now  the  main  line  of  the  Wabash. 

The  winter  of  1856-57,  Mr.  Bucliner  spent  in 
a  shop  at  Homer,  and  the  following  spring  went 
to  Ilrbana,  where  for  six  months  he  worked  in  a 
machine  shop.  He  then  made  his  home  in  Big 
Grove,  Champaign  County,  until  May  23,  1858, 
when  ho  located  at  Ton  Mile  Grove,  Patton  Town- 
ship, Ford  Count}',  and  engaged  as  a  journeyman 
in  the  blacksmith  shofi  of  AVilliam  Triekel,  and 
continued  in  his  employ  one  year,  when  he  bought 
out  that  gentleman  and  carried  on  business  there 
for  six  years  on  his  own  account.  From  Ten 
Mile  Grove,  he  went  to  Paxton,  where  he  opened 
and  ran  a  shop  for  four  years.  At  the  expiration  of 
that  time,  he  removed  to  Dix  Township,  where  he 
purchased  a  farm,  which  he  improved  and  culti- 
vated until  April,  1873,  when  he  came  to  Gibson 
City,  engaging  in  his  present  business,  and  has 
since  made  thai  place  his  home. 

Mr.  Buchncr  was  joined  in  wedlock,  on  the  12th 
of  April,  1859,  in  Urbana,  Miss  Louise  Ijohmann 
becoming  his  wife.  Mrs.  Bucliner  was  born  in 
Hanover,  Germany,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Christian 
.and  Caroline  (Pieper)  Lohmann.  Her  father  died 
in  the  old  country,  in  1857,  and  her  mother,  who 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1863,  lives  in  Cham- 
paign, 111.,  aged  ninety-two  years.  Mr.  Lohmann 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  Mrs.  Bucliner  came 
to  America  with  her  brother  in  1855,  locating  at 
Chicago. 

LTnto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bucliner  were  born  six  chil- 
dren, as  follows:. John  W.  died  at  the  age  of  twelve 
j-ears;  Viola  C.  died  in  her  second  year;  Louis  A. 
is  Secretary  of  the  International  Building  and 
Loan  Association  of  Gibson  City;  Charles  died 
when  fifteen  months  old;  Edward  F.  is  an  in- 
structor in  Yale  ITniversitj',  and  Minnie  Etta  is 
pursuing  a  post-graduate  course  in  music  in  Gotts- 
chalk  Lyric  School  at  Chicago. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bucliner  are  members  of  the 
church  of  United  Brethren  in  Christ,  and  are  act- 
ive workers  in  the  Master's  vineyard.  In  politics, 
he  is  a  Republican,  and  while  at  Ten  Mile  Grove 
served  as  School  Trustee  for  two  terms,  and  since 
coming  to  Gibson  Cit}-  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Village  Board  and  has  held  the  office  of  Trustee 


for  five  years  in  succession.  He  and  his  wife  own 
a  fine  farm  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres, 
situated  in  Dix  Township.  Mr.  15ucliuer  is  widely 
and  favoralily  known  to  the  citizens  of  Ford  and 
adjoining  counties,  as  an  industrious,  hard-working 
man,  who  h.as,  by  the  help  of  his  wife,  acquired  a 
valuable  property.  He  has  always  shown  a  warm 
interest  in  the  growth  and  improvement  of  the 
town,  and  is  highly  esteemed  by  his  fellow-citizens 
for  his  integrit}'  and  honesty  in  all  the  affairs  of 
life.  In  years  to  come,  hisciiildren  and  children's 
children  may  well  point  with  pride  to  this  record 
of  the  father,  and  also  of  the  grandfather,  who  is 
entitled  to  the  credit  of  being  the  founder  of  his 
family  in  America. 


'ifjOHN  P.  SMITH  is  the  senior  member  of 
tlic  firm  of  Smith  &  Hai))iron,  grain  deal- 
ers of  Roberts.  He  was  born  in  Canada, 
^Vi^'  July  17,  1855,  and  is  a  son  of  James  F. 
Smith,  an  honored  pioneer  whose  sketch  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  work.  He  acquired  his  education 
in  the  common  schools,  after  which  he  learned 
telegraphy  and  was  employed  as  telegrapii  operator 
for  about  seven  years  in  Cornland,  111.,  on  the 
Illinois  Central  Railroad.  He  commenced  life 
empty-handed,  having  only  an  industrious  dispo- 
sition and  a  pair  of  willing  hands,  but  by  his 
energy,  good  management  and  close  apiilication  to 
business,  he  has  won  success. 

On  the  6tli  of  October,  1880,  Mr.  Smith  married 
Miss  Sarah  N.  Day,  a  native  of  Logan  County,  111. 
Three  children  have  been  born  unto  them,  but  the 
son,  Clyde,  died  at  the  age  of  nine  years.  The 
'two  daughters,  Edna  and  Delia,  twins,  eight  years 
of  age,  are  attending  school.  The  jiarents  rank 
high  in  social  circles  and  have  many  warm  friends 
throughout  the  community. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Smith  h.as  been  a  Republican 
since  he  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Ruther- 
ford B.  Hayes.  He  has  served  as  a  member  of  the 
Town  Council  since  its  organization  and  is  now 
President  of  the  Board.  He  was  one  of  the  mem- 
bers who  framed  the  constitution  of  the  village  of 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


379 


Roberts.  He  has  also  been  connected  with  the 
School  Board  for  some  time  and  li.is  done  every- 
thing in  his  power  for  the  educational,  moral  and 
social  interests  of  the  community-.  Himself  and 
wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  CImrch  and 
take  quite  an  active  interest  in  its  growth  and 
upbuilding,  being  especial!}'  active  in  Sunday- 
school  work. 

In  the  fall  of  IHH'.t,  Mr.  Smith  embarked  in  the 
grain  business  in  Roberts,  erecting  a  new  elevator 
at  a  cost  of  •S4,()00,  and  the  annual  sliipments 
amount  to  one  hundred  thousand  bushels.  He 
has  met  with  signal  success  in  his  undertakings 
and  has  won  the  confidence  of  all  as  an  upright 
and  straightforward  l)usiness  man.  lie  also  handles 
coal,  both  bituminous  and  antliracitc.  He  owns  a 
])leasant  and  commodious  home  on  Main  Street, 
besides  other  property  in  Roberts  and  L3'man 
Township,  and  is  now  in  comfortalile  circum- 
stances. He  is  a  worthy  re[)rcsentalive  of  an 
honored  pioneer  family  and  it  is  with  pleasure  that 
we  present  his  sketch  to  our  readers. 


^lE 
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^^'RANZ  GOTTLIEB  LOHMAN,  who  has 
— ^^  been  prominently  connected  with  the  edu- 
l  ""  cational  interests  of  Ford  County  and  is  a 
prominent  citizen  of  Roberts,  was  born  of  (German 
parentoi  in  Watertown,  "Wis.,  .January  7,  1849.  In 
the  summer  of  1851,  when  he  was  only  a  year  and 
a  half  old,  both  his  parents  died  of  cholera,  which 
at  that  time  raged  with  unparalleled  fury.  Young 
Franz  was  now  left  to  the  care  of  his  grandfather, 
a  widower.  Without  doubt  he  loved  his  grand- 
cliild  dearl}'  and  cared  for  him  tenderly.  Init  he 
was  of  such  a  type  that  but  few  pleasures  entered 
into  the  early  life  of  the  young  lad.  Indeed,  it  was 
the  grandfather's  ardent  desire  that  Franz  should 
become  a  German  Lutheran  minister. 

When  our  subject  w.as  nearly  thirteen  years  old, 
his  grandfather  died,  leaving  some  means  which  he 
had  set  .aside  for  the  education  of  his  grandchild.  He 
was  accordingly  sent  to  a  select  school  for  a  year 
and  then  entered  the  preparatory  department  of 
the  Northwestern   University   of   Watertown,    an 


institution  under  the  auspices  of  the  Lutheran 
Synod  pf  Wisconsin.  Franz  was  bright  and  stud- 
ious and  before  he  was  seventeen  jears  old  he  had 
successfully  passed  an  examination  for  the  fresh- 
man class,  l)ut  tlie  means  for  furtiiering  his  educa- 
tion being  now  exhausted,  be  seized  upon  this  op- 
portunity as  an  excuse  for  discontinuing  his  studies 
fitting  him  for  the  ministry,  .as  he  w.as  averse  to 
making  that  profession  his  life  work.  So  he  left 
school,  notwithstanding  members  of  the  faculty  and 
private  citizens  proffered  him  aid. 

Mr.  Lohman  now  entered  the  field  as  a  teacher, 
first  in  the  primai'y  department  of  a  German  paro- 
chial school  in  Watertown,  Wis.,  and  afterward  .as 
a  teacher  in  the  grammar  department  of  a  German 
school  in  Milwaukee.  His  health  becoming  im- 
paired, he  returned  to  Watcrtf)wn  and  accepted  a 
position  m  a  steam  sawmill,  where  he  had  worked 
during  vacations  and  in  his  boyhood  days.  In 
April,  1869,  he  was  attacked  with  hip  disease, 
which  dislocated  the  hip  joint  and  left  him  in  a 
somewhat  lame  condition.  Thinking  that  the 
climate  in  Wisconsin  was  too  severe,  he  came  to 
Ford  County,  111.,  where  he  worked  upon  a  farm 
for  several  years. 

In  August,  1878,  Mr.  Lohman  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Florence  Belle  McCann,  and 
by  their  union  have  been  born  two  sons  and  three 
daughters,  namely:  Sherrill  B.,  Leona  A.,  Howard 
A.,  Florence  B.  and  Adelaide  L.  The  parents  are 
widely  and  favorably  known  in  this  eommunitj-. 

In  the  fall  of  187.5,  Mr.  Lohman  again  entered 
the  ranks  of  teachers  and  was  exceptionally  suc- 
cessful in  his  work.  In  June,  1882,  he  received 
the  nomination  for  County  Superintendent  on  the 
Republican  ticket  and  w.as  elected  the  following 
November  liy  a  large  majority.  Having  faithfully 
served  for  four  years,  he  was  again  elected  in 
1886.  Politically,  he  had  been  a  Republican,  but 
when  the  tariff  w.as  made  the  issue,  in  1888,  he 
voted  with  the  Democratic  party,  which  drew 
uijon  him  the  hatred  of  the  leaders  of  the  party 
which  had  twice  nominated  and  elected  him.  In 
1890,  he  announced  himself  as  an  independent 
candidate  for  County  Superintendent,  and  was 
endorsed  by  the  People's  Convention.  Although 
the  Republican  m.ajority  is  three  to  one,  Mr.  Loh- 
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man  was  defeated  by  only  twenty-five  votes, 
which  fact  indicates  his  personal  populariJ:y,  not- 
withstanding his  withdrawal  from  the  old  part^'. 
Since,  that  time,  he  has  withdrawn  to  private  life. 
He  is  especially  successful  as  an  instructor  and  de- 
serves much  credit  for  what  he  has  done  for  the 
schools  of  Ford  County'. 


(|1  IfelLLIAAI  KEITZMANN  owns  and  operates 
\/iJll  ^^^  hundred  acres  of  arable  land  on  sec- 
V^^  tion  9,  Wall  Township.  His  first  purchase 
of  land  in  this  county  consisted  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  but  he  has  since  bought  an  addi- 
tional forty-acre  tract.  His  farm  is  one  of  the  best 
in  the  neighborhood.  On  it  is  a  pleasant  home, 
good  barns  and  other  outt)uildings  and  neat  rows 
of  hedge  fence.  He  also  has  the  latest  improved 
machinery  and  other  modern  conveniences  found 
upon  a  model  farm  of  the  nineteenth  century. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  the  worthy  citizens  of  (Ter- 
m.an  birth  residing  in  Ford  County-.  He  was  born 
in  Prussia,  April  22,  1842,  and  is  a  son  of  Michael 
and  Wilhelmina  (Zahel)  Iveitzmann.  His  father 
followed  farming  throughout  his  entire  life  and 
died  in  the  land  of  his  nativity.  His  mother  came 
to  America  in  liS85,  and  spent  her  last  da3'S  in 
Roberts,  Ford  County.  Both  were  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church.  Of  their  seven  children,  Au- 
gust is  now  living  in  (iermau}';  .Julia  is  the  wife 
of  William  Guderjahn,  a  farmer  of  AVall  Township; 
William  is  the  next  younger;  Lewis  is  employed  in 
the  tile  factory  in  Melvin;  Augusta  is  the  wife  of 
August  Schultz,  a  farmer  of  Wall  Township;  Gus- 
tave  is  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  the 
same  township,  .and  Emma  is  the  wife  of  Gustave 
iSabul,  a  resident  farmer  of  Lyman  Township,  this 
county.  All  of  the  children  were  born  in  Ger- 
many. 

The  educational  privileges  which  Willi.am  Keitz- 
maun  received  were  those  afforded  hj  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  land,  which  he  attended  until 
fourteen  years  of  age,  after  which  he  worked  as  a 
farm  hand.     He  was  twenty-seven  j'ears   of   age 


when  he  bade  good-bye  to  his  old  home  and,  ac- 
companied by  Lewis  and  Augusta,  sailed  from 
Hamluug  to  New  York  in  1868,  where  he  arrived 
after  nine  days.  He  came  on  at  once  to  Illinois 
and  made  a  location  in  Marshall  County,  where  he 
worked  by  the  month  for  three  years.  He  then 
rented  land  and  engaged  in  farming  for  himself 
for  four  years.  In  1874,  he  purchased  his  present 
farm  as  before  stated.  It  was  then  all  raw  prairie 
land  and  much  of  it  was  under  water.  Horses 
could  swim  where  the  tilled  fields  now  are  and  one 
would  not  then  have  imagined  that  the  jionds 
would  be  rejjlaced  by  waving  fields  of  grain. 
With  $16,  Mr.  Keitzmann  had  begun  life  in  Am- 
erica but  he  also  possessed  an  ind(>mital)le  will  and 
energy  and  has  thereby  acquired  a  handsome  com- 
l)etence. 

On  the  26th  of  November,  1874,  in  La  Salle 
County,  he  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Mi.ss  Emilia 
Schoennesiioefer,  daughter  of  a  (4erman  physician. 
She  was  born  in  the  Rhine  Province  of  Prussia, 
November  26,  18.")4,  .and  cnme  to  America  in  1867. 
By  their  union  have  been  born  six  children:  Ilil- 
arius,  wiio  was  born  in  La  Salle  County;  Julia, 
Otto,  Freddie,  Emaline,  and  William,  deceased,  at 
the  age  of  five  and  one  half  years,  all  born  in  this 
county.  The  parents  are  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  and,  in  politics,  Mr.  Keitzmann  is  a  Re- 
publican, havuig  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Il.ayes.  He  has  served  as  School  Director  and  Com- 
missioner of  Highways,  also  as  Pathm.aster,  and 
])roved  an  efficient  and  competent  officer,  faith- 
fully discharging  his  duties. 

ylLLIAM  BOND,  senior  member  of  the  firm 
of  Bond  &  Reinhardt,  druggists,  is  one  of 
the  leading  business  men  of  Roberts,  and 
has  been  identified  with  the  history  of  Ford 
County  since  1864.  A  native  of  Manchester, 
L.ancashire,  England,  he  was  born  February  4, 
1841,  and  is  a  son  of  Zacharia  and  Mary  (Dixon) 
Bond.  The  family'  numbered  nineteen  children, 
of  whom  the  following  are  yet  living:  John,  who 
IS  married  and  follows   farming  in   Peach  Orchard 
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Township;  Mary,  widow  of  John  Stone,  and  a 
resident  of  England;  Ellen,  widow  of  Thomas  Old- 
ham, residing  in  Roberts;  Eliza,  wife  of  Josejjh  IJar- 
rington,  a  packer  residing  in  Manchester;  Will- 
iam, who  is  the  eighteenth  in  order  of  birth;  and 
James,  who  is  married  and  is  a  veterinary  surgeon, 
of  Streator,  111.  The  father  was  a  native  of 
Lancashire,  p]ngLind,  and  a  cabinet-maker  by 
trade.  In  1859,  he  sailed  from  Liverpool  to  Amer- 
ica, and  after  landing  in  New  York,  came  to  Illi- 
nois, locating  in  Streator,  where  he  lived  retired 
until  his  death  at  the  age  of  sixty  years.  His  wife 
died  in  her  native  land  at  about  the  age  of  tifty- 
six. 

Our  subject  had  only  limited  educational  privi- 
leges, but  through  his  own  efforts  he  became  a  well- 
informed  man  and  has  ever  been  a  friend  to  the 
cause  of  education.  I71  his  youth,  he  learned  the 
trade  of  brick-making,  and  in  September,  1858,  in 
company  with  his  brother  James,  bade  adieu  to 
his  native  land  and  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  Amer- 
ica. He  went  to  Livingston  County,  111.,  where 
he  remained  from  1858  until  186.3,  since  which 
time  he  has  been  an  honored  resident  of  Ford 
County.  His  success  in  life  has  been  due  to  his 
own  efforts,  and  from  an  humble  position  he  has 
worked  his  way  upward  to  one  of  affluence. 

Mr.  Bond  has  been  three  times  married.  His 
present  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Sarah  Bar- 
nett.  She  is  a  native  of  Illinois,  and  their  union 
was  celebrated  in  1873.  Unto  them  have  been 
born  seven  children,  three  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters, naniel3':  Delia,  wife  of  Henry  Stcinman,  a 
merchant;  Fannie,  William  A.,  Arena,  Edwin, 
Jessie  and  an  infant. 

As  before  stated,  Mr.  Bond  is  engaged  in  the 
drug  business.  The  firm  of  Bond  &  Reinhardt 
carry  a  full  line  of  staple  and  fancy  drugs,  chemi- 
cals, oils,  varnishes,  fancy  perfumes,  brushes  and 
a  full  line  of  wall-paper,  paints,  etc.  Their  busi- 
ness amounts  to  about  *'2,()00  annually,  and,  in 
addition  to  this,  Mr.  Bond  is  a  partner  of  William 
Hahn  in  the  wagon  and  carriage  making  business. 
They  repair  both  spring  and  lumber  wagons  and 
buggies  and  have  agood  trade.  Our  subject  owns 
two  hundred  and  sixty-four  acres  of  improved 
I       land  in  Lyman    Township,  which   yields  a  golden 


tribute  to  him  and  adds  not  a  little  to  his  income. 
He  is  an  industrious,  persevering  and  sagacious 
l)usiness  man,  and  by  close  attention  to  business 
and  fair  and  honest  dealing  has  acquired  a  com- 
fortable competence. 

Mr.  Bond  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Abraham  Lincoln  and  has  since  been  an  ardent 
Rciiublican.  He  takes  considerable  interest  in 
political  affairs,  and  by  his  fellow-citizens  has  been 
called  upon  to  serve  for  six  years  as  School  Di- 
rector, and  for  three  consecutive  terms  was  unani- 
mously chosen  Highway  Commissioner.  Socially, 
he  is  a  member  of  Lyman  Lodge  No.  293,  K.  T., 
and  serves  .as  Inner  r4uard. 


i-^;i;^^2s;&5o_ 


A 


C-i^^HE   FORD   COUNTY   BANK,    Thompson, 

(iM^^  Blackstock  &.  Co.,  proprietors,  successors  to 
^V^i^  the  First  National  Bank  of  Paxton,  is  the 
oldest  bank  in  tlie  direct  line  in  Ford  County. 
This  is  a  (irivate  lianking  house,  doing  a  general 
banking  business,  and  is  conducted  under  the  man- 
agement of  Robert  and  Ira  B.  Blackstock.  The 
Ford  County  Bank  was  established,  January  1, 
1866,  by  S.  J.  Toy.  In  August,  1868,  A.  C.  Thomp- 
son joined  Mr.  Toy,  and  the  firm  name  was  Toy  & 
Thompson.  On  the  1st  of  November,  1871,  the 
bank  was  converted  into  the  First  National  Bank 
■of  Paxton,  S.  J.  Toy,  A.  C.  Thompson,  Robert 
Blackstock,  Edwin  Rice  and  C.  E.  Henderson  in- 
corporators. The  capital  stock  was  $50,000.  A.  C. 
Thompson  was  made  President  and  S.  J.  Toy,  Cash- 
ier. In  the  spring  of  1874,  Mr.  Toy  sold  his  inter- 
est to  J.  M.  Clevenger,  and  Robert  Blackstock  be- 
came Cashier.  The  bank  continued  business  until 
the  10th  of  February,  1876,  when  its  proprietors 
closed  it  out  by  voluntary  liquidation,  after  which 
A.  C.  Thompson,  Robert  Blackstock  and  William 
Blackstock  organized  the  present  Ford  County 
Bank,  of  Thompson,  Blackstock  &  Co.,  sviccessors 
to  the  First  National  Bank.  Business  was  contin- 
ued under  their  management  until  April  15,  1883, 
at  which  time  W.  M.  Blackstock  withdrew  from 
the  firm.  On  the  third  of  May  following,  Edwin 
Rice,  a  citizen  of    Paxton,  bought  an  interest  in 
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the  bank,  which  has  continued  with  marked  suc- 
cess to  the  present  time,  without  chans^e  of  firm 
name.  Mr.  Thompson  and  Mr.  Rice  are  both  now 
deceased,  and  the  present  proprietors  are  Mrs.  A. 
C.  Thompson,  Mrs.  Rice-Miles,  R.  Blackstoek  and 
I.  B.  Blaekstock.  The  Ford  County  Bank  has  al- 
ways maintained  its  good  name  and  is  widely  and 
favorably  known  as  one  of  the  solid  financial  in- 
stitutions of  Eastern  Illinois. 


r 


ARMON  STRAYER,  who  is  living  a  retired 
life  in  Paxton,  is  one  of  the  well-to-do  citi- 
zens of  Ford  County  and  a  man  of  promi- 
nence in  the  community.  A  native  of  Ohio, 
he  was  born  in  Fairfield  County,  September  20, 
1820,  and  is  a  son  of  Jacob  Strayer.  The  family 
is  of  German  descent  and  was  founded  in  Ameiica 
at  an  early  day  by  John  Strayer,  the  great-grand- 
father of  our  subject,  who  left  his  native  land  and 
became  a  resident  of  Pennsylvania  in  his  youth. 
In  that  State,  he  was  married  and  from  there  re- 
moved to  Virginia  in  1782.  The  father  of  our 
subject  was  born  in  Berkeley  County,  Va.,  June  7, 
1796,  spent  his  boyhood  days  in  that  State  and 
when  a  j'oung  man  went  to  Ohio,  where  he  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Harmon,  who  was  born  in  the  Buck- 
eye State  in  1803.  Her  father,  Jacob  Harmon, 
was  also  a  native  of  Germany  and  came  to  the 
United  States  when  a  young  man.  He  served  as  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary'  AVar  and  was  taken 
prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Moiimoutli,  but  succeeded 
in  making  his  escape.  .Tacol>  Strayer  and  his  wife 
began  their  domestic  life  u[(on  a  farm"  in  Ohio, 
and  in  1824  removed  to  Indiana,  locating  in 
Fountain  County.  They  settled  in  the  wilderness, 
there  developed  a  farm,  and  aided  in  the  upbuild- 
ing and  growth  of  that  county.  It  was  in  1854  that 
Jacob  Stra^'er  brought  his  familj-  to  Illinois,  locat- 
ing in  what  is  now  Ford  County.  He  was  one  of 
the  first  settlers  in  Button  Township,  and  there 
made  a  farm,  upon  which  he  resided  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  January  8,  1869.  His  wife 
survived  him  for  a  number  of  years  and   died   on 


the  22d  of  June,  1883.  They  were  laid  to  rest  in 
Mt.  Olivet  Cemetery  in  Button  Township. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  eldest  in  a  fam- 
ily of  five  sons  and  four  daughters  who  grew  to 
mature  years.  The  second  in  order  of  birth  is 
Mary,  wife  of  Moses  Stroup,  of  Iroquois  County; 
Susanna  is  the  wife  of  Robert  Robertson,  of  Foun- 
tain County,  Ind.;  Milton  makes  his  home  in  But- 
ton Township;.  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  David 
Robinson,  a  resident  of  Fountain  County,  Ind.; 
John  M.  grew  to  manhood,  married  and  reared  a 
family,  but  is  now  deceased;  Thomas  B.  has  also 
passed  away;  Josephine  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Har- 
ris, of  Benton  County,  Ind.;  and  H.  S.,  a  resident 
of  Paxton,  completes  the  family. 

No  event  of  special  impoitanec  occurred  during 
the  boyhood  of  our  sultject.  He  had  but  limited 
school  privileges  and  spent  his  time  in  the  usual 
manner  of  farmer  lads,  remaining  under  the  par- 
ental roof  until  after  he  had  attained  his  majority. 
It  was  in  1851  that  they  came  to  Illinois,  locating 
first  in  Champaign  County,  where  he  entered  a 
quarter-section  of  land  in  the  northeast  portion  of 
that  county.  Upon  it  he  built  a  house,  and  broke 
and  fenced  about  thirty  acres  of  land.  In  1855, 
he  sold,  and  settled  on  land  in  Button  Township, 
Ford  County,  pre-empting  a  tract  of  one  hundred 
and  sixtj'  acres.  He  afterward  extended  the 
boundaries  of  his  farm  by  additional  purchase,  un- 
til he  had  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  and  made 
his  one  of  the  most  desirable  country  homes  in 
that  part  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Strajer  came  to  Illinois  a  single  man  but  in 
1858  returned  to  Fountain  County,  Ind.,  and  on 
the  29th  of  November  of  that  year  led  to  the  mar- 
riage altar  Miss  Martha  McClure,  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Anna  (AVatt)  McClure,  who  settled  in 
Ohio  in  an  early  day.  She  was  jorn  in  Ohio,  but 
spent  her  maidenhood  days  in  Indiana.  They  had 
four  children  but  lost  two  in  infancy.  Thomas  B. 
is  the  elder  of  the  two  living  and  Lizzie  A.,  the 
younger,  is  the  wife  of  J.  C.  Martin,  of  Paxton. 
They  have  two  children,  AVillie  II.  and  an  infant 
daughter. 

Mr.  Strayer  continued  to  engage  in  agricultural 
pursuits  until  1886,  wlien  he  removed  to  Jackson 
Count3',  Minn.,  and  there  opened  up  a  farm  which 
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he  carried  on  for  about  six  years.  He  tlien  sold 
that  land  and  returned  to  Ford  County,  since 
which  time  he  has  made  his  home  in  Paxton, 
where  he  is  now  living  a  retired  life.  In  i)olities, 
he  was  first  a  Whig  and  cast  his  first  Presidential 
vote  for  Henry  Clay.  He  then  supported  Martin 
Van  Buren,  but  since  the  organization  of  the  Re- 
publican party  he  has  been  found  in  its  ranks.  For 
five  3'ears,  he  has  served  as  Assessor  of  Button 
Township  and  in  1858  was  Assessor  of  Patton 
Township  when  it  belonged  to  Vermilion  County 
and  included  all  of  what  is  now  Ford  County.  He 
was  also  Highway  Commissioner,  and  in  each  posi- 
tion that  he  has  been  called  uiwn  to  fill  he  has 
proved  an  alile  and  cflicient  officer.  The  best  in- 
terests of  the  community  ever  find  in  him  a  warm 
friend,  and  himself  and  wife  are  members  of  the 
Christian  Church.  He  is  now  living  a  retired  life 
in  Paxton,  enjoying  a  well-earned  rest. 


i^H-^i 


iL^  ON.  JOHN  H.  COLLIER,  the  pioneer  hard- 
\]  ware  merchant  of  Gibson  City,  has  been 
a  leading  business  man  of  that  place  since 
its  inception.  He  was  born  in  Sangerfield, 
Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  March  29,  1844,  and  is  a 
son  of  Joseph  and  ]\Iary  A.  (De  Forrest")  Collier. 
His  father  was  born  in  Buckinghamshire,  England, 
on  the  3d  of  August,  1820,  and  was  descended 
from  an  old  English  family  of  that  region.  When 
nine  years  of  age,  he  emigrated  with  his  parents  to 
America,  the  famil}-  locating  in  Oneida  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  was  married  and  made  his  iiome. 
Five  sons  and  two  daughters  were  born  unto  Jlr. 
and  Mrs.  Joseph  Collier,  of  whom  John  H.  is  the 
eldest,  and  in  order  of  birth  the  others  are,  James, 
Chauucey,  Scott,  Sophia,  George,  Martha.  James 
and  Chauncey  were  soldiers  of  the  late  war,  mem- 
bersof  the  Seventeenth  Illinois  Cavalry;  Chauncey 
died  in  186.5  from  wounds  received  on  the  field  of 
battle;  Sophia  became  the  wife  of  Edward  Leiber, 
of  Antioch,  Lake  County,  111.;  and  Martha  is  the 
wife  of  Wallace  Arnold,  of  Chicago.  In  1855,  the 
family  came  to  Illinois  and  settled  on  a  farm  in 
Lake  County,  where  the  wife  and  mother  died  in 


1860.  The  husband  and  father  survives  and  re- 
sides with  his  son,  John  IL,  in  Gibson  City. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  attended  the  district 
schools  of  Antioch,  acquiring  a  good  English  edu- 
cation. On  the  2;>tli  of  July.  1862,  when  only 
eighteen  years  of  age,  he  enlisted  for  the  late  war 
as  a  member  of  Comp.any  U,  Ni:  ety-sixth  Illinois 
Infantry.  The  following  year,  he  was  promoted  in 
regular  order  to  be  Second  Lieutenant,  First  Lien- 
tenant  and  Captain,  a  very  high  rank  considering 
his  youth.  At  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  on  the 
2l)th  of  September,  1863,  he  was  wounded  by  a  gun- 
shot in  the  left  thigh,  and  again  at  the  l)attle  of 
Nashville,  December  1 6, 1864,  by  a  gun-shot  wound 
in  the  left  arm.  His  service  was  mostly  in  the  Arnly 
of  the  Cumberland.  He  was  mustered  out  of  ser- 
vice in  1866. 

On  his  return  to  Illinois,  Mr.  Colliei-  engaged  in 
merchandising  in  Antioch,  L.ake  County,  where  he 
continued  to  reside  until  1871,  which  year  wit- 
nessed his  removal  to  Gibson,  Ford  County,  where 
he,  with  H.  J.  Ring,  opened  the  first  hardware  store 
in  that  place,  later  on  purchasing  Mr.  Ring's  inter- 
est, thereby  becoming  sole  owner.  With  marked 
success,  he  has  carried  on  business  continuously 
since  and  has  one  of  the  most  complete  and  well- 
assorted  stocks  of  goods  in  the  way  of  general 
hardware  and  farm  implements  to  be  found  in  the 
county. 

In  his  political  affiliations,  Mr.  Collier  is  a  Re- 
publican and  h.as  held  various  public  offices  of 
honor  and  trust.  In  1873,  he  was  elected  Supervisor 
for  Drummer  Township,  was  re-elected  and  served 
several  consecutive  years.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  first  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  town  of  Gibson, 
has  served  several  terms  since,  and  has  been  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board.  In  1876,  he  was  elected  to 
the  Thirtieth  General  Assembly  of  Illinois,  was 
twice  re-elected,  serving  in  the  Tliirt^'-second  and 
Thirty-third  Assemblies,  representing  Ford  and 
Livingston  Counties.  In  1888,  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  State  Board  o-f  Equalization  for  a 
term  of  four  years.  His  course  in  official  life  has 
ever  been  such  as  to  win  him  the  commendation  of 
alU  concerned  and  has  g.ained  him  the  res|)ect  of 
even  his  political  enemies.  Socially,  Mr.  Collier  is 
a  Knight   Templar   Mason,  belonging    to    Gibson 
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Lodge  No.  733,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  Gibson  Chapter 
No.  183,  R.  A.  M.,  and  Mt.  Olivet  Commandery 
No.  38,  K.  T.,  of  Paxton.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
Lott  Post  No.  7(1,  G.  A.  R.,  of  which  he  was  First 
Commander.  He  also  enjoys  the  distinction  and 
honor  of  being  a  member  of  the  military  order  of 
the  Loyal  Legion  Commandery  of  Illinois. 

On  the  5th  of  May,  1875,  Mr.  Collier  wedded 
Miss  Harriet  McClure,  who  was  born  in  McLean 
Count}',  111.,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  H.and 
Frances  McClure.  Two  children  were  born  of  their 
union,  a  son  and  daughter:  Ben,  born  October  1, 
1878,  and  Kate,  on  the  25^1  of  August,  18!S2.  The 
lady  is  a  member  of  the  Cumbeiland  Presb3'terian 
Church. 

Mr.  Collier  is  interested  in  agricultural  pursuits, 
.IS  well  as  mercantile,  and  is  the  owner  of  a  well- 
improved  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in 
Drummer  Township.  In  pursuit  of  the  hardware 
business,  he  ac(piired  a  comfortable  competence,  for 
he  has  labored  to  jilcase  his  customers,  and  his  deal- 
ings have  been  characterized  by  honest v  and  up- 
ligbtness.  Thus  has  he  won  a  liberal  and  well- 
deserved  patronage. 


=1. 
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JEREMIAH  CLEM  is  a  practical  and  pro- 
gressive agriculturist  living  on  section  36, 
Button  Township.  He  was  born  in  Warren 
County,  Ind.,  on  tlie  25tli  of  September,  1850, 
and  is  descended  fiom  one  of  the  old  Revolution- 
ary heroes,  his  paternal  grandfather,  Henry  Clem, 
having  fought  in  the  War  for  Independence.  He 
removed  from  Butler  Count}',  Ohio,  to  Warren 
County,  Ind.,  about  1830.  The  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, Abraham  Clem,  was  born  in  the  former 
country  about  1826,  and  was  therefore  onlj-  four 
years  old  when  he  went  to  the  Iloosier  State.  He 
there  grew  to  manhood  and  married  Margaret 
N.  Stary,  a  native  of  Virginia,  who  came  to  Indi- 
ana when  a  3'oung  maiden,  and  there  resided  until 
after  her  marriage.  Her  father,  Nicholas  Stary, 
was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Warren  County. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Clem  engaged  in  farming, 
and   now  resides  upon  a  farm   adjoining  the    old 


homestead.  He  has  reached  the  age  of  sixty-six 
years  and  is  living  a  retired  life.  In  politics,  he  has 
long  been  a  Democrat,  but  has  never  been  an  office- 
seeker,  and  himself  and  wife  are  memliers  of  the 
Methodist  Chiu'ch.  Their  family  numbered  live 
sons  and  three  daughters,  who  grew  to  mature 
yeais,  the  eldest  of  whom,  Israel,  is  now  engaged 
in  farming  in  Warren  County;  .Teremiah  is  the 
next  younger;  Elmira  is  the  wife  of  Peter  Lowe, 
of  Warren  County;  Cornelius  is  also  an  agri- 
culturist of  Warren  County;  Louis  makes  his  home 
in  the  same  county;  .bisophine  is  the  wife  of 
Ed  Spencer,  a  farmer  of  Warren  Countj';  Charles 
aids  in  the  operation  of  the  old  homestead  in  In- 
diana; and  Mary  completes  the  family. 

Jeremiah  Clem,  whose  name  heads  this  record, 
spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  the 
county  of  his  nativity,  remaining  with  his  parents 
until  after  he  had  attained  to  mature  years.  He 
received  the  educational  advantages  afforded  by 
the  common  schools,  and  after  he  had  attained  his 
majority'  began  working  upon  a  farm  for  himself. 
It  was  in  the  spring  of  ]87',(  that  he  first  made  his 
home  in  Illinois,  locating  in  Vermilion  County. 
He  there  resided  upon  a  farm  for  two  years,  after 
which  he  removed  to  Champaign  County,  where 
he  purchased  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
land  and  upon  that  farm  resided  for  about  four 
years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  [leriod,  he  came 
to  Ford  County  and  purchased  one  hundred  and 
fifty-two  acres  of  land — an  improved  farm,  which 
is  yet  his  home.  He  has  since  bought  a  tract  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  near  Paxton,  and  a 
fifteen-acre  tract  of  timlier  land,  making  in  all  an 
aggregate  of  two  hundred  and  eighty-seven  acres. 
He  keeps  his  farm  well  improved,  his  fields  are 
well  tilled  and  he  is  a  successful  agriculturist. 

In  Vermilion  County,  on  the  29tli  of  December, 
1878,  Mr.  Clem  wedded  Miss  Maria  E.  Campbell, 
who  was  born  in  Fountain  County,  Ind.,  and,  when 
a  maiden  of  fourteen  summers,  went  to  \'ermiIion 
County,  111.,  in  compan\'  with  her  father,  William 
Campbell,  one  of  the  substantial  farmers  of  that 
county.  Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  two 
children:  Auril  and  Orville  B.  The  family  is  well 
and  favorably  known  throughout  this  communit}', 
although    their  residence    here  covers  a  comjiara- 
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tively  short  period.  In  politics,  Mr.  Clem  has 
lieen  a  lifelong  Democrat  and  takes  a  deep  interest 
in  tlie  success  and  growth  of  his  party.  lie  is  one 
of  the  enterprising  and  siilistautial  farmers  of  Ford 
Connty,  and  hi:i  sterling  worth  and  upright  char- 
acter well  entitle  him  to  representation  in  this 
voliuue. 


MIE  HIRAM  SIBLEY  ESTATE,  of  which 
William  A.  Bicket  is  general  manager,  is 
an  important  part  of  the  original  Sullivant 
purchase,  in  Ford  and  Livingston  Counties  and 
comprises  twenty-one  thousand  two  hundred  and 
seventeen  acres,  valued  at  81,326,735,  and  is  di- 
vided into  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  well-im- 
proved farms.  Each  farm  has  a  tasty,  roomy  and 
comfortal)le  tenant  liouse  and  suitable  farm  and 
outbuildings.  Well-improved  roads  run  on  section 
lines,  and  many  hedges  mark  farm  boundaries,  di- 
viding the  land  into  farms  of  one  hundred  and 
sixt3-  acres  each.  These  farms  are  rented  to  a  su- 
perior class  of  tenants  on  shares,  or  for  cash  rent, 
as  the  tenant  may  choose.  When  on  sliares,  the 
tenant  gives  for  the  use  of  the  land  two-fifths  of 
the  corn  cro[)  and  one-third  of  the  small  grain  and 
haj^  The  rents  for  tlie  year  181)1  amounted  in 
round  numbers  to  890,000.  The  crops  of  that  year 
were  represented  liy  three  hundred  thousand  bush- 
els of  corn,  two  hundred  thousand  bushels  of  oats, 
and  seeds  and  other  products  not  enumerated. 
Garden  and  field  seeds  are  grown  exten.'iivelj-  but 
not  so  mucli  so  as  during  the  life  of  the  proprietor, 
wlio  was  one  of  the  greatest  seed-growers  and  deal- 
ers in  the  Union. 

The  soil  of  these  farms  is  a  black  prairie  loam, 
very  rich  and  fertile,  and  well  adapted  to  general 
farming  and  stock-raising.  A  system  of  tile  drain- 
ing has  been  extensivel3'  adopted  with  marked 
success,  and  farms  that  were  held  at  from  812  to 
$15  per  acre  in  Mr.  Sullivant's  day  are  now  worth 
from  860  to  880.  Thirty  sections  of  the  property 
are  situated  in  the  township  of  Sullivant.  Ford 
County,  and  five  sections  in  Fayette  Township, 
Livingston  County.     The   town   of  Sibley,  an  in- 


corporated village  of  five  hundred  inhabitants,  is 
situated  in  the  township  of  Sullivant  and  in  the 
geographical  center  of  the  estate.  It  is  a  station 
on  the  Wal)ash  Railroad  and  is  situated  on  the 
main  line  between  Chicago  and  St.  Louis,  being 
one  hundred  and  three  miles  south  of  Chicago  and 
one  hundred  and  eigiity-two  miles  north  of  St. 
Louis.  The  railroad,  then  the  Chicago  &  Paducali, 
was  built  to  this  point  iu  1873,  since  which  time 
Sibley  has  grown  to  be  a  thrifty  and  prosperous 
town.  The  village  has  three  churches  and  four 
religious  societies:  the  Methodist  Episcopal,  Swed- 
ish Evangelical  Lutheran,  German  Lutheran  and 
German  Methodist.  The  town  is  noted  for  its  ex- 
cellent schools.  Social  and  secret  societies  are 
represented  by  the  following-named:  Masonic, 
Knights  of  Pythias,  Modern  Woodmen  of  America, 
Good  Templars  and  the  Clover  Club.  The  town 
has  a  good  hc>tel,  several  mercantile  houses  and  two 
important  manufactories:  the  Illinois  Canning 
Works,  which  iiave  a  canning  cai)acitv  of  tlie  pro- 
duct of  one  thousand  acres  of  sugar  corn,  and  the 
drain  tile  works  that  supply  tlie  fanners  of  the 
surrounding  country  with  a  very  necessary  article 
for  improving  their  land.  The  Siljley  property  in- 
cludes the  grain  elevator,  having  a  storage  capac- 
it}'  of  fifty  thousand  bushels  and  facilities  for 
loading  thirty  cars  a  day,  being  the  largest  on  the 
AVab.asli  Railroad  l)etween  Chicago  and  St.  Louis, 
with  one  exception. 

The  tenants  of  the  Sibley  estate  are  of  various 
nationalities,  Americans,  Germans,  Sw^edcs,  Englisli, 
Irish  and  French  being  represented,  and  the  total 
number  included  iu  the  tenant  population  is  about 
an  even  thousand.  The  educational  wants  of  the 
farmers'  families  are  provided  for  by  ten  good 
countiy  schools  which  are  conducted  under  the 
State  laws  as  district  schools  and  are  governed  by 
officers  elected  l>y  the  people.  A  beautiful  and  in- 
teresting feature  of  the  Sibley  landscape  is  the 
little  lake  adjoining  the  village,  wliicli  is  well 
stocked  with  fish  and  adds  much  to  the  attractive- 
ness of  the  place. 

Under  the  careful  and  judicious  management  of 
Mr.  Bicket,  the  estate  has  attained  a  degree  of 
thrift  that  has  not  only  brought  profit  and  large 
increase  in  value  to   the  owners    but  competence, 
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comfort  and  contentment  to  the  industrious  and 
enterprising  tenants.  It  is  safe  to  assert  that  there 
is  not  another  property  of  like  extent  on  tlie  face 
of  the  globe  that  is  occupied  under  leases  where 
the  tenants  are  as  i)rosperous,  independent  and 
contented  as  those  on  the  Siblev  estate.  Tlie 
causes  for  this  happy  result  are  easily  discovered. 
First  may  be  mentioned  the  wonderful  richness 
and  fertility  of  the  soil,  a  plentiful  supply  of  good 
water,  cheapness  of  fuel  and  salulirity  and  liealth- 
fulness  of  the  climate;  secondly,  the  convenience 
to  market;  and  last,  but  not  least,  the  wise,  liberal 
and  judicious  policy  of  the  management,  which  af- 
fords every  man  a  fair  return  for  his  labor  and  the 
advantages  of  schools  and  churches  for  his  family. 
So  popular  have  the  leases  of  this  property  become 
that  they  are  sought  for  as  most  desirable  by  the 
most  respectable  and  worthy  renters.  For  twenty 
years  the  manager  has  been  weeding  out  the  objec- 
tionable tenants  and  supplying  their  places  with 
the  worth}'  and  desirable  lease-holder,  until  at  this 
date  the  land  is  peopled  b3'  a  model  tenantiy.  The 
town  contains  a  good  library  of  well-selected 
books  and  many  elegant  works  of  art,  and  the 
High  School  can  boast  the  most  complete  set  of 
scientific  apparatus  for  educational  purposes  to  be 
found  in  the  county,  all  furnished  through  the 
liberality  of  Mr.  Sibley  and  the  efforts  of  the  pu- 
pils, and  should  be  credited  to  the  broad-minded 
system  of  management,  which  has  been  so  faith- 
fully and  successfully  carried  out  by  the  Board  of 
Education. 


I  n  i  \  t  ,4  \l  m» 


^OriN  ORTLEPP  is  engaged  in  general 
merchandising  in  Roberts,  and  is  recognized 
as  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of  the 
comiiuinity.  lie  was  born  in  Hanover, 
Germany,  May  14,  1841,  and  is  the  only  son  of 
Johann  and  Elizabeth  (Buseh)  Ortlepp.  They  had 
one  daughter,  however.  May,  who  married  A. 
Greenfeldt,  a  boot  and  shoe  maker  bj'  trade,  and 
is  now  deceased.  Johann  Ortlep|)  was  born  in 
December,  1817,  was  a  basket-maker  by  trade  and 
a  fine  workman  in  that  line.    In  1872,  accompanied 


by  his  wife,  a  native  of  Hanover,  he  sailed  from 
Bremen  to  New  York  Citj-  and  came  at  once  to 
Illinois.  He  located  in  Irocpiois  County,  but  after 
a  year  came  to  this  county  and  has  since  made  his 
home  with  his  son  John.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
German  JjUtheran  Church,  to  which  his  wife  also 
belonged.     Her  death  occurred  in  Roberts  in  1882. 

Our  subject  learned  the  butcher's  trade  in  his 
youth  and  was  also  a  sailor.  While  on  the  high 
seas  he  visited  St.  Petersburg,  London,  Denmark, 
Norway,  Sweden,  Holland,  Belgium,  France, Spain, 
Portugal.  Scotland,  Ireland  and  Wales.  He  fol- 
lowed a  sea-faring  life  for  nine  years  and  during 
all  that  time  was  never  ship-wrecked.  In  the  fall 
of  1871,  he  bade  adieu  to  his  native  land  and  once 
more  crossed  the  brinj'  deep,  sailing  from  Liver- 
pool to  New  York  City.  He  came  at  once  to 
Livingston  County,  111.,  wliere  he  began  husking 
corn  at  $1  per  day.  In  June,  1872,  he  resumed 
his  old  trade  of  a  butcher  and  after  working  at 
Fairbury  for  fifteen  months,  came  to  Roberts, 
where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  At  that  time 
there  were  only  four  stores  in  the  village.  For  a 
year  he  was  employed  in  a  warehouse  and  in  187.3 
began  business  for  himself  as  a  butcher,  continuing 
in  that  line  until  1887,  when  he  added  a  stock  of 
groceries  and  attended  to  both  hranelies  of  trade. 
He  has  recently  inirchased  a  stock  of  hardware  and 
a  stock  of  furniture,  and  has  already  secured  a 
liberal  patronage  from  the  people  of  Roberts  and 
the  surrounding  community. 

Mr.  Ortlepp  was  married,  June  28,  1884,  to  Miss 
Emma  Twarnoske,  a  native  of  Germany.  Her 
parents  were  natives  of  the  same  place  and  now 
reside  with  their  daughter.  Five  children  have 
been  born  unto  our  subject  and  his  wife:  Lizzie, 
Maiy,  Alma,  Ida  and  Lena.  The  parents  are  both 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  to  the  support 
of  which  they  contribute  liberally,  and  they  have 
also  given  of  their  means  to  other  enterprises  of 
interest  calculated  to  ui)l>uild  the  community  and 
promote  the  general  welfare. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Ortlepp  is  a  Democrat.  He  has 
now  been  a  resident  of  Ford  County  for  many 
years.  He  came  with  a  cash  capital  of  about  1800 
and  is  now  the  owner  of  a  large  general  mercantile 
establishment,  and  in  connection  has  one  hundred 
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and  sixty  acres  of  valuable  land  and  his  pleasant 
and  coniiiiodious  lionie  located  on  Maple  Street. 
He  is  truly  a  self-made  man.  liy  tlie  exercise  of 
good  linsini'ss  principles,  supplemented  by  indus- 
try and  perseverance,  lie  has  acquired  a  handsome 
property,  and  the  prosperity  which  has  crowned 
his  efforts  is  certainly  well  deserved.  He  is  now 
numbered  among  the  substantial  citizens  of  the 
community  and  it  is  with  pleasure  that  we  present 
this  record  of  his  life  to  our  readers. 


•j;^ 


^s* 


"S^  MANUEL  LOWRY,  editor  and  proprietor 
1^  of  the  Gilison  Courier,  is  a  resident  of  Ford 
/l' — ^  County  and  has  made  Gibson  City  his 
home  since  1875.  He  was  born  in  Somerset  County, 
Pa.,  January  22,  1837,  and  is  a  son  of  Micli.ael  and 
Salome  (Moyer)  Lowry.  The  parents  were  both 
natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  jtassed  away  in  that 
State,  greatly  beloved  by  all  who  knew  them. 

Emanuel  Lowry  received  his  primary  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  county  and 
afterward  took  a  classical  course  in  Bethany  Col- 
lege, in  West  Virginia,  graduating  in  the  Class  of 
'66.  He  served  a  regular  apprenticeship  to  the 
printer's  trade  in  Somerset,  Pa.,  and  then  spent 
some  years  teaching  in  the  public  and  normal 
schools  of  the  county.  In  1860,  he  went  to  Beth- 
any, W.  Va.,  where  he  followed  the  occupation  of 
printing,  devoting  his  leisure  hours  to  study,  and 
in  this  way  working  his  w.ay  through  college.  In 
1870,  he  left  Bethany-  and  bought  a  half-interest  in 
a  paper  in  Wadsworth,  Ohio — the  Wadsworth  En- 
terprise, v/\t\\  which  he  was  connected  for  one  \ear. 
He  then  sold  out  and  came  to  Illinois,  settling  at 
Eureka,  and  there  purchased  the  Eureka  Journal, 
in  .January,  1872.  He  conducted  that  paper  for 
three  years,  and  in  187.5  came  to  Gibson,  purchas- 
ing the  Courier,  which  he  has  since  carried  on, 
with  the  exception  of  one  year,  1884-8.5,  which  he 
spent  at  Pontiac,  111.,  where  he  bought  a  half- 
interest  in  the  Pontiac  Sentinel,  which  he  still 
holds.  The  Sentinel  is  the  leading  Republican 
paper  in  Livingston  County  and  is  very  ably  and 
well  conducted. 


A  marriage  ceremony  performed  on  the  24th  of  ■ 
September,  1862,  in  Somerset,  Pa.,  united  the  des- 
tinies of  Miss  Phoebe  Colliorn  and  Mr.  Lowry.  The 
lady  is  a  daughter  of  Sylvester  and  Olive  Col- 
born,  and  was  bom  iu  Somerset  Count^^,  Pa.  She 
was  a  sucessful  teacher  in  the  public  schools  of 
her  native  county  at  the  time  of  her  marriage,  oc- 
cupying a  front  rank  in  her  profession,  and  is  a 
lady  of  culture  and  tine  literaiy  t.aste,  a  true 
helpmate  to  her  husband  in  his  literary  work. 
Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lowry  have  been  born  seven 
children,  but  two  died  in  infancy,  and  one  daugh- 
ter, Emil3',  died  at  the  age  of  twenty  years.  The 
living  are:  diaries  E.,  who  is  in  the  Courier  office 
with  his  father;  James  P.  and  John  A.,  who  are 
students  in  the  University  of  Illinois  at  Ch.am- 
paign.  111.;  and  Russell,  the  youngest  of  the 
family. 

Mr.  Lowry  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Christian  Church  and  take  an  active  interest  in  its 
work.  They  are  both  members  of  the  Society  of 
Royal  Templars  of  Temperance,  and  in  active 
S3'n)pathy  with  every  movement  which  has  for  its 
object  the  moral  and  intellectual  uplifting  of  so- 
ciety. Mr.  Lowry  is  an  experienced  and  success- 
ful journalist,  and  in  his  hands  the  Courier  has 
been  a  potent  factor  in  the  development  of  good 
moral  sentiment  in  the  community  and  in  promot- 
ing the  cause  of  temperance.  His  outspoken  ad- 
vocacy of  temper.ance  sentiment  in  his  paper  has 
done  much  to  crystallize  public  sentiment  against 
the  saloon  and  drive  it  from  the  community 
in  which  he  makes  his  home.  The  good  effects  of 
his  te.aching  and  example  will  live  after  him. 


UGH  MEHARRY  w.as  born  in  Connellsville, 
y  Pa.,  February  12,  17S»7,  and  the  next  year 
\^  moved  with  his  parents  to  Adams  County, 
^  Ohio,  where  he  resided  until  1828,  when  he 
married  Miss  Susan  Ambrose  and  at  once  moved 
to  Montgomery  County,  lud.,  near  Shawnee  Mound, 
where  he  and  his  new  bride  settled  for  life. 

By  industry  and  economy  and  the  great  oppor- 
tunity there  offered  for  buying  land  of  a  superior 
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quality  very  cheap,  he  amassed  a  large  fortune. 
His  father  died  before  he  left  Ohio.  About  two 
years  after  the  son  removed  to  Indiana,  his  mother 
also  moved  from  the  Buckeye  State  with  six 
other  sons  and  one  daughter,  and  settled  at 
Shawnee  JMound,  near  Hugh.  The  sisters  and 
brothers  all  married  and  settled  iu  the  neighbor- 
hood, and,  like  Hugh,  were  very  prosperous,  and 
became  wealthy,  notwithstanding  their  large  dona- 
tions to  colleges,  churches  and  benevolent  institu- 
tions. Prominent  among  our  subject's  philanthropic 
deeds  was  the  endowing  of  a  professorship  in  the 
Central  Tennessee  College,  in  NasliviUe.  He  also 
contributed  largely  to  the  building  and  endowing 
of  the  Illinois  Wesleyan  University,  of  Blooming- 
ton,  111. 

When  this  part  of  Illinois  was  comparatively 
new,  Mr.  Meharry  came  here  and  secured  a  large 
amount  of  land.  On  one  trip  through  this  |)art  of 
Illinois  which  is  now  Ford  County,  he  remained 
over  night  at  Ten  Mile  Grove  with  John  Crothers, 
in  a  log  house  yet  standing  on  the  farm  now  owned 
by  .John  M.  Ilanlcy,  Esq.  During  the  evening,  he 
entered  into  conversation  with  Mr.  Crothers  and 
made  some  inquiries  about  the  health  and  morals 
of  the  people.  Crothers  became  excited,  jumped 
up,  and,  slapping  his  hands  together,  said:  "I  have 
lived  here  for  sixteen  years,  and  I  thank  God  I 
have  never  had  a  preacher  or  doctor  in  my  house." 

Like  his  father,  Hugh  Meharry  raised  a  large 
family,  all  the  members  of  which  he  settled  in  Illi- 
nois on  good  farms,  excepting  one  son  and  daugh- 
ter, the  former  owning  and  occupying  the  old 
homestead  at  Shawnee  Mound,  and  to  the  latter 
he  gave  fourteen  hundred  acres  of  land  near  Am- 
bia,  lud. 

When  Mr.  Meharry  was  about  seventy-three 
years  old,  his  wife  having  died  some  three  years 
before,  he  left  his  old  home  and  came  to  live  with 
his  children  in  Illinois,  residing  with  his  sou,  F. 
Meharr}',  and  his  son-in-law,  Robert  Blackstock. 
He  died  in  his  eighty-fourth  year  while  on  a  visit 
to  his  son-in-law,  the  Rev.  John  A.  Kumler,  in  Be- 
ment,  111.  His  remains  were  brought  back  to  Pax- 
ton,  and  funeral  services  held  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  on  the  27th  of  December,  1881, 
after  which  he  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  family  cem- 


etery at  Shawnee  Mound,  Ind.  He  was  an  active, 
faithful  and  consistent  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  for  sixty-nine  years,  and  died  in 
the  full  assurance  that  he  was  going  to  join  the 
loved  ones  who  had  passed  before.  Truly  it  can 
be  said  of  him  in  the  language  of  tlie  Psalmist: 
"Blessed  are  the  dead  who  die  in  the  Lord,  they 
rest  from  their  lal)or  and  their  works  do  follow 
them." 

Of  Mr.  Meharry 's  children  five  are  living  at  this 
writing,  three  sons  and  two  daughters.  The  sons 
are  Francis,  Charles  W.  and  Alexander,  and  the 
first  two  mentioned  are  residents  of  P'ord  County. 
The  daughte.s,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Kumler  and  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Adams,  also  reside  in  Illinois. 


'iYlOSEPlI  \.  KlXCi,  agent  for  the  Illinois  Cen- 
tral Railroad  at  Roberts,  has  filled  his  pres- 
ent position  longer  than  any  other  agent 
_  between  Gilman  and  Springfield.  He  was 
born  April  5.  1851.  His  father,  Vincent  King, 
was  a  native  of  Virginia,  but  was  reared  in  Ohio, 
and  became  a  miller  by  trade.  In  politics,  he  was 
a  Republican  and  was  a  friend  to  all  interests  cal- 
culated to  improve  or  upbuild  the  community. 
He  died  when  well  advanced  iu  years.  His  wife, 
who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Jane  G.  Stevenson, 
was  reared  in  Ohio,  but  was  born  in  Kentucky. 
Her  death  occurred  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine.  They 
had  nine  children,  eight  3'et  living:  Richard,  who 
makes  his  home  in  Richmond,  lud.;  Mary,  wife  of 
Robert  E.  Wead,  a  farmer  of  Xenia,  Ohio;  William, 
a  carpenter  and  joiner  of  Xenia;  John,  who  is  en- 
gaged in  carpentering  and  superintends  a  sheep- 
ranch  in  St.  Ann,  Cal.;  Ann,  wife  of  Albert  Stra- 
tum, of  Aberdeen,  S.  Dak.;  James  B.  is  engaged  in 
the  lumber  business  iu  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  Olive,  wife 
of  J.  R.  Lott,  of  Gibson;  and  Joseph,  of  this  sketch. 
Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
and  spent  his  early  life  with  his  father  in  the  mill- 
ing business.  He  became  a  messenger  boj'  at  Cen- 
terville,  Ind.,  and  there  began  learning  the  princi- 
ples of  telegraphy.     After  finishing  school  he  took 
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charge  of  a  night  office,  but  after  a  year  returned 
Lome.  Three  years  later  he  resumed  telegraphy 
and  in  1874  became  connected  with  the  Illinois 
Central  Railroad.  He  has  been  in  the  employ  of 
the  company  since  that  time,  which  shows  that  he 
has  faithfully  discharged  his  duties  and  that  his 
services  have  been  very  acceptable. 

In  1876,  Mr.  King  married  Miss  Nannie  Newman, 
who  died  in  1888,  leaving  one  son,  Clyde,  who 
now  attends  school.  In  1889,  our  subject  wedded 
Miss  Anna  Newman,  a  native  of  Kentucky  and  a 
daughter  of  William  Inghram  Newman.  lie  was 
born  in  Campbell  County,  Ky.,  June  28,  1820,  was 
reared  to  agricultural  pursuits  and  emigrated  to 
Barclay,  111.,  in  1864.  He  there  eng.aged  in  farm- 
ing until  1874,  when  he  became  proprietor  of  the 
Newman  House,  of  Roberts,  and  continued  in  that 
business  for  ten  years.  He  afterward  traded  his 
property  for  land  in  McLean  County.  He  was  a 
stalwart  Republican,  a  well-informed  man,  and  had 
the  high  regard  of  all  with  whom  lie  came  in  con- 
tact. He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
and  a  devoted  Christian  gentleman.  His  death 
occurred  in  Uoberts,  November  15.  1889.  His  wife 
was  born  in  Kentucky,  July  11,  1819,  and  died 
August  16,  1887.  They  were  married  September 
1,  1842,  and  had  a,  family  of  nine  children,  of 
whom  four  sons  and  three  daughters  are  yet  liv- 
ing: Edward,  who  resides  in  Sibley,  111.;  Rolla  T., 
who  makes  liis  home  in  Englewood,  111.;  Mar3-  J., 
wife  of  William  B.  Flora,  a  farmer  of  Lyman  Town- 
ship, whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work; 
Elizabeth  N.,  wife  of  I^avid  C.  Kemper,  of  Deer- 
field,  Mo.;  Dick  and  Frank,  residents  of  Roberts; 
and  Anna,  honored  wife  of  our  suliject. 

lyir.  and  Mrs.  King  are  parents  of  two  sons,  Roy 
and  !\Iilo  S.  The  mother  is  a  most  estimable  lady 
and  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  Mr. 
King  has  always  been  an  advocate  of  Repuljlican 
lirineiples  and  a  stanch  supporter  of  that  party 
since  he  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  U.  S. 
(irant.  The  cause  of  temperance  finds  in  liim  a 
true  friend  and  he  gives  his  support  to  all  tliose 
interests  calculated  to  prove  of  pulilic  benefit  to 
the  community.  He  was  one  of  the  first  members 
of  the  Village  Board  and  helped  to  draft  its  by- 
laws and  ordinances.     Socially,  he  is  a  member  of 


Lyman  Lodge^  No.  293,  K.  P.,  in  which  he  holds 
the  office  of  Deputy,  and  is  Master  INIason  of  Buck- 
ley Lodge,  No.  264,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  Himself  and 
wife  are  pleasant,  genial  people,  who  for  many 
years  have  been  identified  with  the  interests  of 
Roberts  and  are  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who 
know  them.  They  have  a  pleasant  and  commo- 
dious home  on  Green  Street. 


^^>^r^<m^ 


!>EIS  ARENDS,  a  well-known  German-Ameri- 
can citizen  of  Melvin,  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Noordan,  Hanover,  Germany,  on  the  13th 
of  August,  1818,  and  is  a  son  of  Onno  and  Ger- 
trude (Peters)  Arends.  His  parents  were  natives 
of  the  same  district  and  there  spent  their  entire 
lives,  both  being  now  deceased. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  the  days  of  his 
boyhood  and  youth  in  his  native  country,  where 
he  also  acquired  a  common-school  education  and 
learned  the  shoemaker's  trade.  He  has  been  twice 
married.  Ere  leaving  the  Fatherland,  on  the  25th 
of  December,  1847,  he  was  joined  in  wedlock  to 
Teda  Becker,  a  daughter  of  John  Becker,  and  in 
the  following  March,  having  bade  good-bye  to  the 
old  home,  the  youngcouiile  emigrated  to  America. 
On  board  the  ship,  Mr.  Arends  was  taken  sick  with 
the  prevailing  fever,  and  wlieu  they  landed  in 
New  Orleans,  ho  was  still  ill  and  had  but  -Si 00  in 
money.  In  hopes  of  improving  his  health,  they 
came  uj)  the  Mississi|nii  River  to  Illinois  without 
much  delay  and  settled  in  Peoria,  where  Mr.  Ar- 
ends, having  partially  regained  his  health,  was 
employed  at  his  trade.  Three  years  later,  he  re- 
moved to  Pekin,  but  remained  there  onlj'  two 
years,  when  he  returned  to  Peoria  and  again 
worked  at  his  trade  for  three  years. 

In  1859,  Mrs.  Arends  died,  leaving  four  chil- 
dren: George  T.,  the  eldest,  was  married  to  Miss 
Telea  Weiss  and  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  lehl  & 
Co.,  bankers  of  Melvin;  Hannah,  wife  of  Gottlieb 
Harsch,  a  resident  of  Chicago,  and  Mary  now  the 
wife  of  John  lehl,  a  banker  of  Melvin.  On  the 
31st  of  December,  1860,  Mr.  Arends  was  again 
married,  the  ceremony  being  performed  in  Pekin. 
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The  bride  was  Mris.  Mary  Frasius,  widow  of  Peter 
Frasius,  and  a  daugliter  of  Johan  Poplicn.  She 
was  born  in  Wittmout,  Hanover,  Germany,  and 
came  to  America  in  the  fall  of  1859.  She  has  two 
children  by  her  former  marriage,  a  sou  and  daugh- 
ter: William  Frasius,  who  is  married  and  lives  in 
Kansas,  and  Hannah,  wife  of  Carl  Gaertner,  of 
Youngstown,  Ohio.  Two  children  were  born  of 
the  present  marriage,  but  both  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Arends  was  engaged  in  farming  near  Pekin 
for  a  couple  of  years  and  traveled  back  and  forth 
between  that  city  and  Peoria  at  short  intervals, 
until  finally  he  removed  to  Mason  County,  111., 
and  was  there  engaged  in  farming  until  1870,  when 
he  removed  with  his  family  to  Peach  Orchard 
Township,  Ford  County,  where  he  owns  a  fine  farm 
of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  and  has  also 
an  eighty -acre  tract  not  far  distant.  They  contin- 
ued to  reside  on  the  farm  until  1877,  when,  being 
alone  and  finding  the  farm  work  too  laborious  for 
old  age,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arends  removed  to  the  vil- 
lage of  Melvin,  where  they  have  since  resided  in 
the  enjoyment  of  well-earned  ease.  This  worthy 
couple  are  members  of  the  German  Methodist 
Church  and,  in  politics,  our  subject  is  a  Republican. 
He  has  always  been  an  industrious,  frugal  man 
throughout  life  and  has  accumulated  sutiicient 
property  to  make  him  and  his  wife  independent  in 
their  declining  yeins.  Both  are  highly  respected 
in  the  community  where  they  have  so  long  resided 
and  it  is  with  pleasure  that  we  present  this  lecord 
of  their  lives  to  our  readers. 


W  EWIS  E.  ROCKWOOD,  Assistant  Cashier  of 
I  /^  the  banking  house  (if  Mattinson,  Wilson  & 
/l^v-.  Co.,  of  (Jibson  City,  has  been  an  employe 
of  that  company,  as  book-keeper  and  assistant 
cashier,  continuously  since  1883.  Mr.  Kockwood 
was  born  in  La  Salle  County,  JIL,  October  15,  1855, 
and  is  a  son  of  .lohn  A.  and  Sarah  J.  (Lewis)  Kock- 
wood. In  1863,  he  removed  with  his  parents  to 
Normal,  this  State,  and  there  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools,  completing  his  literary 
studies  in   the  High  School.     He  came  to   Gibson 


City  in  1872,  when  it  was  but  a  hamlet  of  a  year's 
growth,  and  made  his  home  with  his  parents  on  a 
farm  in  Drummer  Township  until  1880,  since 
which  time  he  has  resided  in  the  city.  During  the 
years  of  his  residence  on  the  farm,  he  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  and  in  teaching  school,  having 
taught  in  all  nine  terms.  The  two  years  just  pre- 
ceding his  coming  to  Gibson,  he  devoted  his  time 
almost  exclusively  to  teaching,  and  was  ver^'  suc- 
cessful in  that  occupation.  ITntil  1883,  he  wasera- 
ploj'ed  as  a  book-keeper  by  a  Gibson  grain  firm, 
and  at  the  expiration  of  that  time,  he  entered  upon 
the  duties  of  his  present  position  in  the  bank. 

Mr.  Rock  wood  has  l)eeu  twice  married,  the  first 
time  in  Paxton  on  the  10th  of  July,  1884,  to  Miss 
Florence  Bloffett,  a  daugliter  of  S.  R.  Moffett.  Mrs. 
Rock  wood  was  born  in  Indiana,  and  accompanied 
her  parents  to  Paxton  in  childhood.  She  was 
called  to  her  final  rest  on  the  1st  of  November, 
1885,  and  her  death  was  deeply  mourned  by  a 
large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances.  On  the 
9th  of  May,  1889,  Mr.  Rockwood  was  united 
in  marriage  in  Gibson  to  his  present  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Ida  Baird.  Mrs.  Rockwood  is  a 
native  of  Illinois,  born  in  McLean  County,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  W.  J.  Baird,  of  Gibson  City.  One 
child  graces  this  union,  a  son,  Roscoe,  who  was 
born  in  Gibson,  February  20,  1890. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Rockwood  casts  his  vote  with  the 
Democracy,  and  is  a  stalwart  supporter  of  the  party 
priucii)les.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Village 
Board  two  terms,  and  now  holds  the  position  of 
President  of  the  City  School  Board.  He  and  his 
wife  hold  membership  with  the  Methodist  Church, 
and  are  earnest  Christian  people.  Our  subject  is  a 
Knight  Templar  Mason,  belonging  to  Gibson  Lodge 
No.  733,  A.  F.  ife  A.  M.;  to  Gibson  Chapter  No. 
183,  R.  A.  M.;  to  Gibson  Council  No.  72;  and  to 
Mt.  Olivet  Commandei  V  No.  38,  K.  T.,  of  Paxton. 
He  was  Master  of  his  lodge  in  1877,  1878  and 
1879,  and  is  an  active  member  of  the  fraternit^y. 

Mr.  Rockwood  has  now  been  employed  in  the 
b.ank  of  Mattinson,  Wilson  &  Co.  f<u-  nearly  ten 
3'ears,  and  has,  b}'  the  strict  and  faithful  discharge 
of  the  duties  of  his  position,  grown  in  favor  with 
the  firm,  and  is  honored  with  their  confidence  and 
trust.      His   services    in    the    School    Board    have 
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helped  to  advance  the  educational  interests  of  the 
city,  which  are  now  grown  to  important  dimen- 
sions, while  his  courteous  bearing  and  correct  busi- 
ness methods  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  at  the 
bank  have  won  for  him  the  respect  and  confidence 
of  its  patrons. 


r 
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^l^i^ETER  LARSON   (deceased)  was  the  pioneer 


merchant  tailor  of  Paxton,  and  the  founder 
of  the  clothing  house  of  Peter  Larson  & 
/  \  Co.,  the  largest  mercantile  house  in  Ford 
County.  He  was  born  in  Olmstad,  Jonkopings 
Lan,  Sweden,  December  12,  1833,  was  reared  and 
educated  in  his  native  country  and  there  learned 
the  tailor's  trade.  In  1854,  he  emigrated  to  America 
and  made  his  first  location  in  Attica,  Ind.,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  business  and  where  he  was  married, 
in  1857,  to  Miss  Lavisa  Gustafson,  a  daughter  of 
Jacob  Gustafson.  The  lad}'  was  born  iu  Linderas, 
Sweden,  and  came  to  America  in  1853. 

The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larson  was  blessed 
by  a  family  of  six  children,  four  of  whom  are 
yet  living:  Charles  Albert,  the  eldest,  is  now  at 
the  head  of  the  mercantile  house  of  P.  Larson  k 
Co.,  of  Paxton,  with  branch  stores  at  Gibson  City 
and  Watseka.  Jacob  Theodore  wedded  Emily 
Peterson,  and  conducts  the  Gibson  store.  Peter 
Edward  is  the  resident  partner  and  manager  of 
the  branch  store  in  Watseka.  Emil  and  Ida  Ottilia 
died  iu  infancy;  and  Ida  Ottilia,  the  second  of  that 
name,  resides  with  her  mother  in  Paxton. 

In  1864,  Mr.  Larson  came  to  Paxton  and  en- 
gaged in  merchant  tailoring,  also  doing  business  as 
a  dealer  in  ready-made  clothing,  in  company  with 
William  Lindberg  and  John  Nelson,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Lindberg,  I.,arson  &  Nelson.  From 
1870  until  1883,  he  was  alone  in  business  and  suc- 
ceeded in  building  up  a  large  and  successful  trade. 
In  October  of  the  latter  year,  he  sold  out  to  his 
.sons,  C.  Albert  and  J.  T.,  and  C.  A.  Englund,  the 
firm  name  of  P.  Larson  <fe  Co.  being  retained  for 
business  advantages.  In  1887,  a  younger  brother, 
Peter  E.,  became  a  member  of  the  firm  and,  with 
17 


those  above  named,  constitute  the  company.     This 

house  does  a  general  trade  as  merchant  tailors  and 
dealers  in  readj'-made  clothing  and  gents'  furnish- 
ing goods  and  the  aggregate  business  of  the  three 
stores  amounts  to  an  even  11100,000  annually.  The 
firm  has  succeeded  to  the  good-will  of  the  custom- 
ers of  Peter  Larson  and  still  maintains  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  house  for  selling  good  goods  and  for 
fair  and  honest  dealing.  While  thej'  have  the 
largest  trade  of  any  house  in  their  line  in  Ford 
County,  tliey  also  enjoy  a  corresponding  popular- 
ity. The  branch  store  at  Gibson  Cit}'  was  opened 
February  27,  1887,  and  that  at  Watseka  in  August, 
1891. 

Charles  Albert  Larson  was  born  in  Attica,  Ind., 
February  1,  1859,  came  to  Paxton,  111.,  with  his 
parents  in  1864,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools, 
and  received  iiis  business  education  in  his  father's 
store,  beginning  when  he  was  but  thirteen  years 
old.  In  October,  1883,  he.  Iiecame  the  head  of  the 
house  as  previously  stated.  He  was  married  in 
Paxton,  on  the  13th  of  January,  1887,  to  Miss 
Annie  Larson,  who  was  born  in  Chicago  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Andrew  Larson.  Thej'  have  one  child, 
a  son,  Clarence  Raymond,  who  was  born  March 
12,  1888. 

Mr.  Larson  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  and  b}'  his  ballot  he 
supports  the  Republican  party.  He  is  also  a  Di- 
rector in  the  First  National  Bank  of  Paxton  and 
is  accounted  one  of  the  foremost  business  men  of 
the  cit}'. 


"=] 
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OHN  NEWMAN  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Newman  (fe  Peterson,  undertakers  and  deal- 
ers in  furniture,  of  Paxton.  He  is  a  native 
of  Denmark,  his  birth  having  occurred  on 
the  6th  of  March,  1848.  His  parents,  Hans  and 
Cecelia  Newman,  who  were  also  natives  of  the 
same  country,  are  both  deceased.  He  was  reared 
to  manhood  in  his  native  land,  acquired  his  educa- 
tion in  its  public  schools  and  learned  the  trade  of 
a  machinist,  at  which  he  worked  until  1869,  when 
he  determined  to  seek  his   fortune   in  America, 
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Bidding  good-bye  to  home  and  friends,  he  crossed 
the  Atlantic  and  came  direct  to  Illinois,  locating 
in  Kankakee.  He  remained  there,  however,  onlj^ 
a  short  time,  after  which  he  went  to  Wilmington, 
where  he  was  employed  in  cabinet-making.  Later, 
he  returned  to  Kankakee,  and  thence  came  to  Pax- 
ton  in  1871.  His  residence  in  this  city,  therefore, 
covers  a  period  of  twenty-one  years.  In  1873,  he 
formed  the  existing  partnership  with  J.Peterson. 
This  is  the  oldest  house  in  their  line  of  business  in 
the  countj'  seat  and  one  of  the  most  popular  in 
the  county,  as  their  customers  can  always  depend 
on  getting    well-made  goods  at  reasonable  prices. 

On  the  12th  of  March,  1874,  Sir.  Newman  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Anna  Nelson,  the  wed- 
ding being  celebrated  in  this  city.  The  ladj'  is  a 
native  of  Denmark  and  a  daughter  of  Nils  Nelson. 
Five  children  have  been  born  of  their  union,  two 
sons  and  three  daughters:  John  C,  Cecelia,  Henry, 
Hazel  and  Leta,  all  born  in  Paxton. 

Mr.  Newman  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church.  In  polities,  he  is  a  supporter 
of  Republican  principles,  having  affiliated  with 
that  party  for  many  years,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Paxton  Board  of  Education.  He  also  belongs  to 
Paxton  Camp,  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  The 
firm  of  Newman  &  Peterson  has  now  been  in  busi- 
ness nearl}'  twentj'  years,  without  change,  and  is 
classed  as  one  of  the  successful  houses  of  Paxton. 
The3'  are  enjoying  a  well-deserved  prosperity, 
which  is  the  reward  of  industiy,  perseverance  and 
earnest  and  well-directed  efforts. 


N: 


'\f?OIIN  S.  JOHNSON,  a  farmer  residing  on  sec- 
tion 26,  Patton  Township,  is  a  native  of 
Sweden,  his  birth  having  occurred  on  the 
10th  of  August,  1841.  His  father,  Jonas 
Johnson,  was  also  born  in  that  country,  there  grew 
to  manhood,  was  married,  reared  his  family  and 
spent  his  entire  life.  Our  sul)ject  was  the  onl}-  son 
and  the  youngest  child  in  a  family  of  nine  chil- 
dren. He  remained  in  his  native  land  until  fifteen 
years  of  age,  spending  the  greater  part  of  his  time 
in  school,  where  be  acquired  a  good  education.    It 


was  in  1856  that  he  emigrated  to  America  in  com- 
pany with  his  married  sister  and  her  husband. 
The}'  sailed  from  (iottenburg  in  June,  and  after 
seven  weeks  spent  on  the  bosom  of  the  Atlantic, 
arrived  at  Boston  in  the  latter  part  of  July.  On 
the  15th  of  August  following,  they  reached  La  Fay- 
ette, Ind.,  where  Mr.  Johnson  joined  a  brother- 
in-law,  and  worked  for  about  a  year  and  a  half  to 
pay  for  his  passage  to  this  country.  He  also  at- 
tended school  in  the  winter  seasons  for  a  time,  and 
remained  in  La  Fayette  for  about  thirteen  j'ears. 
The  year  1869  witnessed  his  arrival  in  Illinois, 
and  saw  him  a  resident  of  Ford  County. 

In  this  county,  in  October,  1879,  Mr.  Johnson 
was  married,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  So- 
phia Johnson,  who  was  also  a  native  of  Sweden, 
and  when  a  young  lady  came  to  this  country,  mak- 
ing her  home  with  a  sister  in  Paxton.  Unto  them 
have  been  born  five  children:  Helen  R.,  at  home; 
Eva,  Hannah  and  Norma,  who  are  attending  the 
home  school;  and  Otto  S.,  the  youngest  of  the 
family. 

For  several  years  after  locating  in  Ford  County, 
Mr.  Johnson  rented  land,  but  at  length,  having  ac- 
cumulated some  capital  through  his  industry  and 
economy,  he  purchased  a  part  of  the  farm  on  which 
he  now  resides.  This  was  in  1874.  He  became 
the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  twent^'-one  acres, 
and  with  characteristic  energy  he  began  its  cultiva- 
tion and  improvement.  The  boundaries  of  his  farm 
he  has  since  extended  b}'  an  additional  purchase  of 
eighty  acres,  making  in  all  two  hundred  and  one 
acres  of  valuable  land  which  p.ays  a  golden  tribute 
to  the  care  and  labor  he  bestows  upon  it.  It  is  all 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  well  im- 
proved. There  is  a  good  home  and  other  neces- 
sary buildings,  and  the  owner  is  regarded  as  one 
of  the  substantial  farmers  of  Patton  Township. 

]Mr.  Johnson  is  a  man  who  takes  an  active  inter- 
est in  all  that  pertains  to  the  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  resides,  and  is  a  true  friend  to 
all  educational  and  moral  interests.  He  has  been 
honored  with  several  local  offices  of  trust,  and  to 
those  who  know  him  it  is  needless  to  say  that  liis 
duties  were  ever  faithfully  performed.  Himself 
and  wife  are  cliureh  memliers,  and  are  well  and 
favorably  known  throughout  this  community.    Mr, 
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Johnson  is  a  self-inade  man.  At  the  early  age  of 
fifteen  years  he  began  life  for  himself  ami  worked 
his  way  upward,  overcoming  all  difficulties  and 
obstacles  in  his  path.  lie  may  well  be  proud  of  his 
success,  which  has  been  achieved  by  his  own  un- 
aided efforts. 


UILLTAM  A.  HOOVER,  a  successful  dental 
surgeon  of  (iiljson  City,  was  born  in 
\J^  Greenville,  Ohio,  January  7,  1861,  unto 
Frederick  G.  and  IMary  C.  (Cole)  Hoover.  The 
father  was  a  native  of  Wurtemberg,  (4erman3',  but 
at  the  age  of  eleven  years  came  with  his  parents 
to  Greenville,  Ohio,  where  lie  grew  to  manhood 
on  a  farm,  following  that  occupation  through  life. 
In  that  county  he  married  Miss  Cole,  a  native  of 
Ohio.  In  1861,  Mr.  Hoover  enlisted  in  the  service 
for  the  late  war,  becoming  a  memljer  of  Company 
G,  Fortieth  Ohio  Infantry,  of  which  lie  was  made 
Corporal.  He  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga,  thus  laying  down  his  life  on  the  altar  of 
his  country.  Subsequently,  his  widow  was  again 
married,  becoming  the  wife  of  John  C.  Hoover,  a 
brother  of  her  former  husband.  B}'  her  former 
marriage,  three  children  were  born,  but  our  subject 
is  the  only  one  now  living,  the  two  others  having 
died  in  childhood.  By  the  second  union,  two 
children  were  born:  Charles  G.,  a  dentist  of  Mani- 
towoc, Wis.;  and  John  L.,  who  is  preparing  him- 
.  self  for  the  same  profession  at  the  Michigan  .State 
University. 

"William  A.  Hoover  was  reared  to  manhood  on  a 
farm  until  eighteen  years  of  age,  receiving  his 
primarj'  education  in  th(^  common  schools  of  the 
district.  He  afterward  attended  the  Greenville 
High  School  and  completed  his  literary  course  in 
the  Lebanon,  Ohio,  Normal.  After  teaching  for 
two  years,  he  entered  the  dental  office  of  .1.  J. 
Little,  D.  D.  S.,  of  Greenville,  Ohio,  where  he  re- 
mained for  the  same  length  of  time,  and  then  spent 
a  year  in  the  dental  department  of  the  University 
of  California.  He  completed  his  professional 
Studies  in  1886,  graduating  from  the  dental  depart- 


ment of  the  Michigan  University.  In  September, 
1886,  he  located  in  Gibson  Cit}-,  where  he  has 
since  been  in  continuous  practice,  and  is  numbered 
among  the  enterprising  young  business  men  of  the 
place.  He  has  secured  a  large  and  liberal  patron- 
age, which  is  justly  deserved. 

At  Mansfield,  111.,  Mr.  Hoover  led  to  the  mar- 
riage altar,  on  the  29th  of  August,  1888,  Miss  Laura 
E.  Howver,  a  daughter  of  George  and  Ellen 
Howver,  who  reside  at  that  place,  where  the}'  are 
widely  and  favorably  known.  Unto  our  subject 
and  his  wife  has  been  born  one  child,  Sibyl  M. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoover  are  Presb3'terians  in 
religious  sentiment,  and  take  an  active  part  in  the 
work  of  that  church.  Politically,  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican and  is  deeply  interested  in  the  success  of  that 
party,  of  which  he  is  a  stalwart  advocate.  In 
social  circles,  he  and  his  wife  rank  high  and  are 
numbered  among  the  worthy  citizens  of  Gibson. 
He  is  a  Mason,  socially.  He  also  belongs  to  the 
Eastern  Illinois  Dental  Society.  Dr.  Hoover  is  a 
man  well  versed  in  his  profession  and  justly  merits 
the  confidence  and  liberal  patronage  he  receives. 


f  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  pleasantly 
situated  about  four  miles  from  Paxton,  on 
section  22,  Patton  Township,  and  there  in 
connection  with  general  farming  he  also  carries  on 
stock-raising.  This  is  a  valuable  place,  improved 
with  a  commodious  residence,  good  barns  and  out- 
buildings and  all  the  other  .accessories  of  a  model 
farm,  and  a  glance  over  the  broad  acres  will  tell  the 
beholder  that  the  owner  is  a  man  of  thrift  and  en- 
terprise. 

Mr.  Strong  is  a  native  of  Indiana,  his  birth  hav- 
ing occurred  in  Monroe  County,  .Tauuary  19,  18.36. 
The  family  is  of  Irish  descent  and  the  original 
ancestors  were  among  the  first  settlers  of  the  Fair- 
field district  of  South  Carolina,  where  Samuel  M. 
Strong,  father  of  our  subject,  and  Robert  Strong, 
the  grandfather,  who  served  in  the  AVar  of  1812, 
were  born.  The  maternal  grandfather,  John  Weir, 
was  also  a   native  of   South   Carolina,   and   his 
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daughter  Luteeia,  who  was  born  in  the  Chester 
district,  became  the  wife  of  Samuel  Strong.  After 
their  marriage  thej  removed  to  Indiana,  becoming 
lionored  pioneers  of  Monroe  County.  They  set- 
tled in  the  wilderness  and  in  the  midst  of  the  for- 
est Mr.  Strong  developed  a  farm  which  he  made 
his  home  until  his  death  in  18.55.  His  wife  sur- 
vived him  about  twenty  jears,  passing  awa}-  in 
1874.  In  the  family  were  six  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters, who  grew  to  manhood  and  womanhood,  the 
eldest  of  whom  is  Robert;  .John  enlisted  for  the 
late  war  in  the  Eighty -second  Indiana  lufantr}', 
was  taken  sick  and  died  in  the  service  in  Tennessee, 
August  4,  1863;  James  died  in  Indiana,  in  1890, 
leaving  a  family;  Jennie  died  in  early  womanhood; 
William  B.  is  a  resident  farmer  of  this  county; 
Rev.  Charles  S.  is  the  minister  of  the  United  Pres- 
byterian Church  in  Lawrence,  Kan.;  Samuel  W.  is 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Monroe  Count}', 
Ind.,  and  Sarah,  widow  of  John  Harris,  resides  in 
Colorado. 

The  childhood  and  youth  of  our  subject  were  spent 
upon  his  father's  farm  in  the  county  of  his  nativ- 
ity-. As  soon  as  old  enough,  he  aided  in  its  opera- 
lion  and  his  training  at  farm  labor  was  much 
more  extensive  than  that  received  in  the  school 
room,  his  educational  advantages  being  very 
meagre.  After  arriving  at  years  of  maturity,  he 
remained  upon  the  farm  with  his  mother  for  a 
time,  after  which  he  was  joined  in  wedlock  to 
Miss  Martha  J.  Miller,  daughter  of  James  Miller, 
a  native  of  South  Carolina,  and  a  pioneer  of  Mon- 
roe County,  Ind.  Their  union  was  celebrated  on 
the  13th  of  October,  1859,  and  unto  them  have 
been  born  four  sons  who  are  yet  living:  Samuel 
O.,  who  operates  a  farm  adjoining  that  of  his 
father;  James,  who  follows  agricultural  pursuits  in 
Iroquois  County;  John  T.,  a  farmer  residing  with 
his  father,  and  Charles  D.,  a  lad  of  twelve  years, 
.attending  the  home  school. 

For  five  years  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Strong 
followed  farming  in  Monroe  Countj',  and  in  1864 
came  to  Ford  County,  111.,  since  which  time  he  has 
resided  on  the  farm  which  now  yields  to  him  a 
golden  tribute  for  the  care  and  cultivation  he  be- 
stows upon  it.  He  started  out  in  life  empty- 
handed  but  has  worked  his  way  upward  to  a  position 


of  affluence,  and  in  connection  with  the  property 
which  he  possesses,  he  has  also  given  to  his  three 
sons  eightj'-acre  tracts  of  land.  In  politics,  he  was 
first  a  Jackson  Democrat,  afterwards  snpi)orted  the 
Republican  party  and  later  alfiliated  with  the  Green- 
back part}',  but  ior  some  jears  has  been  identified 
with  the  Prohibitionists.  He  is  a  strong  advocate  of 
temperance  and  gives  his  support  to  the  party  which 
embodies  his  views  on  that  subject.  He  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Paxton  and  are  people  held  in  high  re- 
gard by  all  who  know  them.  Their  residence  here 
covers  a  period  of  twenty-seven  years,  during 
which  they  have  witnessed  much  of  the  growth 
and  development  of  the  county  and  seen  its  ad- 
vancement and  progress. 


4^ 
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QUIRE  JOHN  MORRIS,  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace  and  Insurance  Agent  of  Paxton,  is  a 
pioneer  of  Ford  Count}',  coming  here  in 
April,  1858,  and  was  the  first  Justice  of 
Wall  Township.  He  was  born  in  Newburg,  near 
Dundee,  Scotland,  July  14,  1830.  His  parents, 
John  and  Euphemia  (Bonie)  Morris,  were  also  na- 
tives of  the  same  country,  and  there  passed  to  their 
iinal  rest. 

The  education  of  our  subject  was  received  in 
Scotland,  and  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in 
1849,  settling  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.  He  afterwards 
removed  to  Fowlerville,  twenty-two  miles  from 
Rochester,  where  he  worked  at  liis  trade  of  a  ma- 
chinist until  1854,  when  he  came  to  Illinois,  mak- 
ing a  location  in  Ottawa.  He  opened  a  machine 
shop  in  Henry,  111.,  which  he  carried  on  for  two 
years,  and  then  went  toFieeport,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed in  the  reaper  works  of  J.  P.  Manney.  In 
1858,  he  came  to  Ford  County,  and  settled  on  a 
farm  in  Wall  Township,  where  he  remained  for 
several  years. 

On  the  1st  of  September,  1854,  in  Fowlerville, 
N.  Y.,  a  marriage  ceremony  was  performed  which 
united  the  destinies  of  Mr.  Morris  and  Miss  Mary 
Martin,  a  daughter  of  James  Martin.  Mrs.  Morris 
was  born  in  Scotland,  and  came  to  America  when 
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eight  or  nine  years  of  age.  Six  children  have  been 
born  to  our  subject  and  his  wife,  but  two  are  now 
deceased.  Johnson  J.  married  Miss  ISIaggie  Morri- 
son, and  they  reside  in  Paxton;  Marj^  E.  is  at 
home;  Hattie,  wife  of  Robert  Moffett,  also  makes 
lier  home  in  Paxton;  Annie  became  the  wife  of 
John  McElroj',  but  was  called  to  lier  final  rest  in 
May,  1887;  Charles  M.  and  Allie  are  at  home. 

Mr.  Morris  continued  to  make  his  liome  on  Ids 
farm  in  Wall  Townsliip  from  April,  1858,  until 
the  fall  of  1876,  when  he  came  to  Paxton,  and  has 
here  since  resided.  He  was  elected  .lustice  of  the 
Peace  in  April,  1886,  and  has  held  that  ottice  con- 
tinuously since,  being  re-elected  on  the  5th  of 
April,  1889.  He  is  also  engaged  in  tlie  insurance 
business,  and  has  been  quite  successful  in  tliatline. 
In  politics,  he  is  a  Republican,  and  a  stanch  sup- 
porter of  tlie  principles  of  that  partly.  Religiously, 
he  holds  membership  with  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  is  one  of  the  highly  respected  citizens 
of  the  community.  He  stands  high  in  social  as 
well  as  business  circles,  and  is  one  of  the  enterpris- 
ing men  of  Ford  County. 
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?OHN  GEORGE  BERNHARDT  owns  and 
operates  a  finely  improved  farm  of  eighty 
acres,  pleasantly  situated  within  two  miles 
of  Roberts.  He  is  one  of  the  worthy  citi- 
zens that  Germany  has  furnished  Ford  County.  He 
was  born  February  1 7, 183.3,  and  is  the  fifth  in  a  fam- 
ily of  five  sons  and  one  daughter,  but  he  has  no 
account  of  his  brothers  and  sister,  whether  they  are 
living  or  not.  His  parents,  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Heinmann)  Bernhardt,  are  both  deceased.  The 
father  died  in  Julj-,  1847,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two 
years.  He  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade  and  possessed 
much  mechanical  genius.  For  six  3-ears,  lie  served 
in  tlie  German  army  and  was  in  two  invasions 
into  France.  He  well  remembered  the  three  Bon- 
apartes.  His  wife  died  in  October,  1849,  at  the  age 
of  fifty-three  years.  Both  were  members  of  the 
German  I,utheran  Church. 

Our  subject  spent  the  d.avs  of  his  boyhood   and 
youth  upon   his  father's  farm,  and  at  the  age  of 


twenty-one  years,  having  determined  to  try  bis 
fortune  in  America,  sailed  from  Bremen  to  New 
York,  where  he  arrived  after  a  voyage  of  forty- 
five  days.  He  went  to  Paterson,  N.  J.,  where  his 
brother  John  was  working  at  the  shoemaker's 
trade,  and  there  resided  for  eighteen  months,  after 
which  he  went  to  Iowa  City,  Iowa,  and  later  to 
Chicago.  He  then  removed  to  Putnam  County, 
where  he  began  life  empty-handed.  In  1868,  he 
came  to  Ford  Count}',  .and  purchased  eighty  acres 
of  raw  prairie  land  near  the  present  site  of  Roberts, 
though  the  vill.age  was  not  then  laid  out,  and  since 
that  time  has  been  a  prominent  resident  of  Ford 
County. 

Mr.  Bernhardt  responded  to  the  call  of  his 
adopted  countr}'  during  the  late  war  and  enlisted 
at  Granville,  Putnam  County,  September  27,  1862, 
as  a  member  of  Company  E,  Fourth  Illinois 
Cavalry,  under  Capt.  Wardlaw.  The  regiment  was 
assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  and  ordered 
first  to  Trenton,  Tenn.  They  afterward  went  to 
Jackson  and  then  entered  upon  the  long  marches 
and  raids  which  proved  so  disastrous  to  many  of 
the  brave  boys.  Sometimes  they  were  not  out  of 
the  saddle  for  days  together,  but  rode  through 
mud,  rain  and  snow  with  scarcely  anything  to  eat, 
save  what  the}-  could  pick  up  along  the  route.  In 
the  latter  part  of  Januar}',  1863,  the  regiment  went 
into  winter  quarters  in  Collierville,  Tenn.  Mr.  Bern- 
liardt  while  scouting  was  taken  prisoner  but  was 
parolled  the  next  daj-.  Feeling  a  sickness  coming 
on,  he  obtained  leave  of  absence,  and  had  hardly 
reached  home  when  he  was  taken  seriously  ill  and 
the  doctor  said  there  were  no  hopes  of  his  recover}', 
but  by  careful  nursing  he  at  length  pulled  through 
and  returned  to  his  regiment,  then  in  the  rear  of 
Vicksburg.  He  remained  in  that  vicinitj' for  about 
a  3'ear  and  suffered  many  of  the  hardships  and 
privations  of  army  life.  Often  thej-  had  not 
enough  to  eat.  On  one  occasion,  Mr.  Bernhardt  told 
his  companion  he  would  hold  his  horse  if  he  would 
go  into  a  cabin  near  by  and  get  something  to  eat. 
His  comrade  returned  with  a  piece  of  corn  bread, 
and  going  on  to  the  next  house  they  secured  a 
bucket  of  stewed  peaches.  Off  this  they  dined,  and 
Mr.  Bernhardt  sajs  that  no  Christmas  dinner  ever 
tasted  better  tiian  that  lunch.     He  went  with  his 
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regiment  on  the  raid  tlirough  Mississippi,  Alabama 
and  Georgia,  and  when  the  war  was  over  was  hoii- 
orablj'  discharged  at  Memphis,  Tenn.,  in  June, 
1865,  and  was  mustered  out  and  paid  off  in  Spring- 
Held. 

On  tlie  20th  of  .Tanuary,  1872,  Mr.  Bernhardt 
married  Miss  Amelia  Smith.  Their  union  was 
celebrated  in  Lyman  Township,  and  unto  them 
have  been  born  three  sons  and  two  daughters,  tliree 
of  whom  are  yet  living:  Charlie,  who  is  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits;  .Tennie  and  George.  The 
mother  died  on  the  18th  of  July,  1878,  and  w.as 
l)uried  in  the  Rol)erts  Cemetery.  Mr.  Bernhardt 
w.as  again  married,  his  second  union  being  with 
Mn.  ]Maria  (Freelniry)  Wagner,  a  native  of  New 
York.  She  was  brought  to  Illinois  when  a  maiden 
of  three  years  and  educated  in  La  Salle  County.  Iler 
father,  Thom.as  Freeburv,  was  a  native  of  England, 
and  in  tliat  country  married  Margaret  Harvey. 
Crossing  the  Atlantic,  they  settled  in  the  Empire 
State,  after  which  they  came  to  Illinois,  and  have 
since  been  residents  of  La  Salle  County.  Mrs.  Bern- 
liardt  is  a  lady  of  genial  manners  and  presides 
with  grace  over  her  hospital^le  home,  wiiere  her 
many  friends  delight  to  gather.  Mr.  Bernhardt 
has  served  for  nine  years  as  School  Director  in  his 
district  and  does  all  in  his  power  for  the  advance- 
ment of  the  cause  of  education.  lie  also  contri- 
liutes  lil>erall_\'  to  other  worth_y  enterprises  calcu- 
lated to  benefit  and  improve  the  community.  Soci- 
ally, he  is  a  member  of  Meadow  Mound  Grange 
No.  711,  and  his  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Evangel- 
ical Church,  of  Lyman  Township. 


_^.,  NDREW  J.  NELSON,  who  is  engaged  in 
(Wiu\\  general  farming  on  section  4,  Button 
Township,  w-as  born  on  the  1st  of  .lanuary, 
1857,  in  Sweden,  of  which  country  his  ]mr- 
ents,  Peter  and  Lena  (Christina)  Nelson,  were  also 
natives.  The  father  was  a  farmer,  and  with  his 
family  emigrated  to  the  New  World  in  1869,  sail- 
ing from  Gottenburg  in  June.  The  vessel  dropped 
anchor  in  the  harbor  of  New  York,  and  he  came  on 


to  Illinois,  reaching  Ford  County  on  the  oth  of 
Juh'.  Purchasing  a  tract  of  raw  land  in  Button 
Township,  he  made  a  home,  and  ui)on  that  farm 
reared  his  familv.  Tlicre  he  continued  to  reside 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  30th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1891.  His  wife  died  six  days  jirevious 
and  they  were  laid  to  rest  side  by  side  in  Paxton 
Cemetery,  where  a  monument  has  been  erected  to 
their  memory.  Mr.  Nelson  was  an  industrious  man 
and  a  prosperous  farmer,  and  was  one  of  the  origi- 
nal members  of  the  Swedish  Cliurch,  of  Clar- 
ence. The  family  nuinliered  four  sons:  August,  a 
substantial  farmer  of  Iroquois  County;  Charles  G., 
who  died  in  this  county  in  1879,  leaving  a  wife 
and  family;  Andrew  J.,  of  this  sketch;  and  John 
A.,  also  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Iroquois  County. 

Andrew  Nelson  was  a  lad  of  but  twelve  sum- 
mers when  he  came  to  Illinois  witji  his  parents. 
His  education  was  acquired  in  "the  public  schools 
of  his  native  land  and  in  Ford  County,  and  he 
gave  his  father  the  benefit  of  his  laliors  until  about 
twenty-four  years  of  age.  As  a  companinn  and 
liclpmate  on  life's  journey  he  chose  Miss  Hattie 
Johnson,  a  daughter  of  A.  J.  Johnson.  She  is  a 
native  of  Sweden,  and  wlien  a  child  came  to  Ford 
Count}-.  Their  marriage  was  celebrated  in  Pax- 
ton,  Aiiril  18,  1882,  and  three  children  grace  their 
union:  Ellen  .losei)hine,  Arthur  Gilliert  and  Fred 
Oscar. 

Previous  to  his  marriage,  Mr.  Nelson  purchased 
a  tract  of  eighty  acres,  upon  which  he  and  his  bride 
began  their  domestic  life.  The  boundaries  of  his 
farm  have  since  been  extended,  until  now  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  good  land  yield  to  him  a 
golden  tribute.  He  started  out  in  life  empty- 
handed,  but  his  industry,  energy  and  enterprise 
stood  him  instead  of  cajiital,  and  he  has  steadily 
worked  his  way  upward  until  lie  is  now  numbered 
among  the  well-to-do  agriculturists  of  Button 
Township.  His  farm  is  a  model  one,  and  a  valu- 
able one.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Republican,  having 
supported  that  |)arty  since  he  cast  his  first  Presi- 
dential vote  for  Gen.  U.  S.Grant.  He  was  elected 
and  served  for  eight  consecutive  3'ears  as  Constable 
of  Button  Township,  and  proved  an  efficient  officer. 
Himself  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Swedish 
Church,  of  Clarence,  and  are   people  held  in  high 
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regard  by  their  many  friends  and  acquaintances 
througliout  this  communit}'.  Mr.  Nelson  has  spent 
the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  Ford  County,  and  in 
its  history  is  well  deserving  of  mention,  for  he  has 
ever  proved  himself  a  public-spirited  and  valued 
citizen. 


— !■ 
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■jflAMES  D.  LUDLOW,  in  whose  honor  the 
village  of  Ludlow,  111.,  was  named,  was 
^^^  born  at  Ludlow  .Station,  Hamilton  County, 
^f^l  Ohio,  in  the  old  block  house  that  was  built 
bj'  his  ancestors  in  the  pioneer  days  of  Cincinnati, 
when  it  was  necessary  to  guard  against  the  attacks 
of  hostile  Indians.  The  paternal  grandfather  of 
our  subject  drew  the  chain  in  the  survey  for  the 
original  plat  of  Cincinnati  and  erected  the  block 
house  alluded  to  above.  It  continued  to  be  the 
home  of  his  children  and  grandchildren  for  many 
years.  The  site  of  the  old  house  was  within  the 
limits  of  what  is  now  the  Twenty-fifth  AV^ard  of 
Cincinnati,  and  the  station  established  there  bears 
the  family  name  of  Ludlow. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  Hamilton  County  and  on  attaining  man- 
hood was  emplo3'ed  on  Government  sui-veys  in 
Tennessee.  In  1856,  lie  came  to  Illinois  and  lo- 
cated in  Champaign  County,  within  about  six 
miles  of  Paxtou.  There  he  established  his  home 
and  engaged  in  farming.  In  1862,  he  returned  to 
Ohio,  and  was  united  in  marri.age  with  Miss  Susan 
Middlecoff,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  Middlecoff,  and  a 
sister  of  the  Hon.  J.  P.  Middlecoff,  of  Paxton. 
Mrs.  Ludlow  was  born  in  Lebanon,  Ohio.  After 
their  marriage,  the  young  couple  came  to  Illinois 
and  occupied  the  home  Mr.  Ludlow  had  pre- 
pared in  Champaign  County.  In  the  course  of 
time,  a  village,  with  post-oflice,  church  and  schools, 
developed  at  the  site  of  his  settlement  and  was 
given  the  u.amc  of  Ludlow,  by  wliicli  it  is  still 
known. 

Two  sons  and  five  daughters  were  born  unto 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ludlow:  Samuel,  the  eldest,  who 
married  Miss  Adella  Martin,  a  daughter  of  James 
Martin,  is  a  resident  of   Paxton,  where  he  is  en- 


gaged in  the  insurance  business;  Belie  died  at  the 
age  of  three  years;  Theresa  is  the  wife  of  John  L. 
Benedict  and  their  home  is  in  Indianapolis,  Ind.; 
Edmund,  who  is  single  and  resides  in  Paxton,  was 
named  for  Edmund  Ludlow,  one  of  the  regicides 
of  King  Charles  1,  of  England,  and  a  member  of 
the  Ludlow  family  prior  to  the  settlement  of  the 
Ameiican  branch  in  the  New  World;  Charlotte 
died  in  infancy;  Catherine  is  single;  Clara,  the 
youngest,  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Ludlow  was  engaged  in  farming  and  stock- 
raising  in  Champaign  County  until  1883,  when  he 
removed  to  Paxton  and  made  that  city  his  home 
until  his  death,  whicii  occurred  on  the  9th  of  Oc- 
tober, 1886.  He  was  a  Republican  in  politics  and 
a  consistent  member  of  the  Christian  Church,  held 
in  the  highest  regard  by  all  who  knew  him.  Mrs. 
Ludlow  survives  her  husband,  and  still  resides  in 
Paxton,  where  she  is  most  highl}'^  respected.  Mr. 
Ludlow  w.as  a  man  of  most  excellent  character 
and  unquestioned  integrity  and  long  before  mov- 
ing to  Paxton  was  well  and  favorably  known  to 
the  old  settlers  of  Ford  County. 

Qs:^7^ __..' 
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■^AMES  H.  FLAGG,  a  prominent  citizen  of 
Ford  County,  now  living  a  retired  life  in 
Clarence,  was  born  in  Maine,  July  29,  1822. 
The  founder  ot  the  family  in  America  was 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Fl.agg,  who  emigrated  from  England, 
his  native  land,  and  became  a  pioneer  Episcopalian 
minister  of  New  ILampshire,  where  he  reared  his 
famil}'.  His  son  James,  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  a  youth  when  he  crossed  the  broad  At- 
lantic. The  father,  Henry  Flagg,  was  born  in  New 
Hampshire  in  1784,  and  was  one  of  a  fainil}-  of  two 
sons  and  two  daughters.  In  Warren,  Me.,  he  mar- 
ried Sarah  Olney  Head,  daughter  of  Col.  Henry  A. 
Head,  a  wealthy  and  prominent  merchant  of  War- 
ren, and  a  native  of  England.  He  located  in 
Waldoboro,  Me.,  where  he  carried  on  business 
for  a  quarter  of  a  century,  after  which  he  lived  a 
retired  life  in  Bangor.  His  death  occurred  in 
1878,  at  the  advanced  sige  of  ninety-four  years. 
His  wife  survived  him  two  years  and  passed  away 
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in  1880,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven.  Both  lie 
buried  in  Mt.  Hope  Cemetei')',  where  a  monu- 
ment marks  their  last  resting  place.  Mr.  Flagg 
was  a  very  active  and  successful  business  man  and 
accumulated  considerable  property.  He  lived  an 
upright  life  and  was  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  to  the  support  of  which  he 
also  contributed  liberally. 

In  the  Flagg  family  were  six  children  who  grew 
to  mature  j'ears:  Frances  Maria,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Fredericli  A.  Jarvis,  of  Castine,  Me.,  but  is 
now  deceased;  Henry  J.,  who  was  engaged  in 
merchandising  in  Chicago  and  died  in  that  city  in 
1866;  James  H.,  of  this  sketch;  P>dmund  VV.,  who 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  in  Bangor,  Me., 
until  his  death,  when  he  was  laid  by  the  side  of 
his  parents  in  Mt.  Hope  Cemeter}';  AVilliam  H., 
a  retired  merchant,  of  Bangor;  and  Arthur,  an 
honored  pioneer  of  Ford  County,  now  deceased. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  Mr. 
Flagg,  whose  name  heads  this  record.  With  his 
parents  he  went  to  Bangor  when  a  lad  of  nine 
summers  and  in  the  public  schools  acquired  a  good 
education,  which  was  supplemented  b}'  a  two  j'ears' 
course  of  study  in  South  Boston.  He  afterward 
entered  the  store  of  his  brother  and  engaged  in 
clerking  for  two  years,  but  becoming  tired  of  tliat 
life,  he  shipped  as  a  common  sailor  before  the  mast 
and  followed  the  high  seas  for  a  period  of  ten 
j'ears.  He  won  promotion  and  finally  became 
master  of  a  vessel,  sailing  as  such  for  two  years. 
During  his  experience  as  a  sailor,  he  visited  many 
of  the  ports  of  Europe,  made  twelve  voyages  to 
the  West  Indies  and  sailed  around  Cape  Horn  on 
the  Pacific  Ocean  to  California.  This  was  in 
1849,  and  the  gold  fever  was  then  at  its  height. 
On  arriving  at  San  Francisco,  the  entire  crew  left 
the  ship,  Mr.  Flagg  with  the  rest,  and  with  others 
he  went  to  Sacramento  and  on-  to  Bear  River, 
where  he  spent  about  a  month.  He  then  went  to 
Telona,  where  the  first  discovery  of  gold  was  made, 
and  there  found  employment  as  the  keeper  of  a 
toll  gate  at  a  good  salary  and  continued  that 
occupation  for  about  a  year  and  a  half. 

In  1852,  Mr.  Flagg  returned  to  liis  family  in 
Bangor.  In  Surry,  Me.,  on  the  6th  of  November, 
1846,  he  had  wedded  Miss  Mary  Ann,  daughter  of 


Capt.  ¥.  A.  Garvis,  who  was  captain  of  a  Govern- 
ment revenue  cutter.  He  left  his  wife  in  Bangor 
while  he  followed  the  sea  and  during  his  stay  on 
the  Pacific  slope.  After  his  return,  he  removed 
with  his  family  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  with  an 
older  brother  he  engaged  in  merchandising  until 
1857.  He  then  emigrated  to  Wisconsin  and  pur- 
chased a  tract  of  land  in  the  town  of  Mt.  Pleasant, 
Racine  County,  where  he  first  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits.  After  two  years  he  sold  out  his 
interest  there  and  came  to  Illinois  in  1859,  settling 
in  Button  Townsliip,  Ford  County.  He  first  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  land,  and  when  he  had  it 
under  cultivation  bought  an  adjoining  eight}'- 
acre  tract.  He  built  a  substantial  and  pleasant 
residence,  good  barns  and  other  necessary  Ijuild- 
ings,  and  is  the  owner  of  one  of  the  desirable 
places  in  tliat  township.  At  length  he  determined 
to  lay  aside  all  business  cares,  and,  in  1889,  went 
to  Clarence,  where  he  is  now  enjoying  tlie  rest 
which  he  has  so  truly  earned  and  richly  de- 
serves. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Flagg  were  born  eight  chil- 
dren: Frances  ]\Iaria,  wife  of  W.  T.  Patton,  a  sub- 
stantial and  prominent  farmer  and  stock  dealer  of 
this  county;  James  W.,  a  prosperous  agriculturist  of 
Vermilion  County;  Ella,  wife  of  W.  H.  Goodwin,  an 
enterprising  farmer  of  Button  Township;  Charles 
H.,  a  merchant  of  Cl.arence;  Carrie  L.,  at  home; 
Frederick  E.,  a  substantial  farmer  of  Button  Town- 
ship; Lyman,  who  also  follows  that  pursuit  in  this 
county;  and  Edmund,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the 
Chicago  School  of  Pharmacy  and  is  now  employed 
in  Paxton. 

Mr.  Flagg  lias  been  identified  with  the  Repub- 
lican party  since  its  organization,  having  supported 
each  Presidential  nominee  from  Gen.  Jolin  C. 
Fremont  to  Hon.  Benjamin  Harrison.  He  has 
taken  quite  a  prominent  part  in  public  affairs  and 
has  served  as  a  delegate  to  the  county,  district 
and  State  conventions.  He  has  held  the  office  of 
Commissioner  of  Highways,  was  Assessor  of  But- 
ton Townsliip  for  several  years,  was  a  member  of 
the  County  Board  of  Supervisors  for  five  years 
and  its  chairman  for  two  years  and  is  now  Justice 
of  the  Peace  of  Button  Township.  The  cause  of 
education  finds  in  him  a  warm  friend.     He  believes 
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in  hiring  competent  teachers  in  order  to  have  good 
schools  and,  while  serving  as  a  member  of  the 
School  Board,  did  effective  service  along  that  line. 
Himself  and  wife  are  among  the  original  mem- 
bers of  the  Pleasant,  Grove  Methodist  Church  and 
are  active  workers  in  its  interest.  His  life  has 
been  well  and  worthily  spent  and  it  has  also  been 
a  prosperous  one.  At  the  same  time  that  he  was 
winning  his  competence  he  was  also  gaining  the 
high  regard  of  those  with  whom  he  was  brought 
in  contact  and  none  are  more  favorabl}-  known  in 
this  communit\'  than  .Tames  H.  Flagg. 


<|  &ILLIAM  15.  nOLIMES,  a  prominent  citizen 
\aj/  of  Ford  Countv,  now  living  a  retired  life 
V7\)^  in  Melvin,  111.,  was  born  in  Derbyshire, 
England,  September  23,  1820,  on  a  farm  which  had 
been  in  the  Holmes  famil}-  for  four  hundred  years. 
His  father,  William  Holmes,  Sr.,  who  followed  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  married  Miss  Mary  Womack. 
Seven  children  graced  their  union,  as  follows: 
John,  who  died  March  9,  1881;  Lizzie,  wife  of 
Aaron  Fletcher;  Jane,  deceased,  wife  of  William 
Green;  Charles,  a  carpenter,  now  living  a  retired 
life  in  Danville;  William,  of  this  sketch;  and  Henry 
also  deceased.  The  father  died  December  15, 1859, 
and  the  death  of  his  wife  occurred  in  1842.  The}- 
were  both  members  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

The  boyhood  days  of  our  subject  were  spent 
upon  the  farm,  and  at  the  age  of  fll'teen,his  father 
apprenticed  him  to  a  coach-maker  for  a  term  of 
six  3-ears,  during  which  he  received  no  wages.  He 
continued  that  work  in  England  until  1849,  when, 
with  the  hope  of  meeting  a  more  successful  busi- 
ness career,  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  on  a  sailing- 
vessel  from  Bristol  to  New  York  City,  accompanied 
by  his  brother  Charles.  Forty-nine  days  they  were 
upon  the  bosom  of  the  Atlantic,  and  then  landed 
at  their  destination.  Mr.  Holmes  started  for  the 
West  by  way  of  Albany,  Buffalo  and  the  Lakes, 
and,  locating  in  Milwaukee,  began  working  in  a 
sash  and  door  factory,  where  he  was  employed  for 
a  short  time.     Having   purchased   forty    acres  of 


Government  land  in  Fond  du  Lac  County,  Wis., 
which  was  covered  with  heavy  timlier,  lie  began 
the  development  of  a  farm.  He  built  a  small  log 
cabin,  bought  a  team  of  unbroken  oxen,  and  made 
his  first  attempt  at  agriculture.  He  cleared  several 
acres  of  his  land,  placed  it  under  cultivation,  and 
at  length  sold,  removing  to  Georgetown,  Vermilion 
County,  111.,  in  1852.  His  brother  Charles  was  liv- 
ing there,  and  with  him  he  engaged  in  carpenter 
work  until  1855,  when  he  came  to  what  is  now 
Ford  County,  but  was  then  Vermilion  County,  and 
purchased  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  (4ov- 
ernment  land  on  section  27,  of  what  is  now  Peach 
Orchard  Township.  He  broke  ten  acres  and  made 
other  improvements,  including  the  erection  of  a 
house,  after  which  he  returned  to  Georgetown, 
and  two  years  later,  in  1857,  brought  his  family  to 
the  home  which  he  had  prepared  for  them. 

This  family  were  the  first  wliite  settlers  in  that 
township.  They  experienced  many  of  the  hard- 
ships and  privation  of  pioneer  life,  but  as  years 
passed  by,  all  these  obstacles  were  overcome,  and 
the  pioneer  home,  once  unadorned  by  scarcely  more 
than  the  necessities  of  life,  was  provided  with  its 
comforts  and  many  of  its  luxuries.  About  the 
time  of  Mr.  Holmes'  coming,  Joshua  Nicholson  also 
settled  in  that  community,  bringing  with  him  about 
one  thousand  i)each  sprouts,  which  he  set  out  on 
his  new  farm,  and  thus  the  name  of  Peach  Orchard 
was  given  to  the  township. 

On  the  26th  of  December,  1844,  Mr.  Holmes  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza,  daughter  of 
William  and  Sarah  D.  (Bennett)  Wrenn.  Her  fa- 
ther, who  was  born  in  the  city  of  Gloucester,  Eng- 
land, was  a  professor  of  music,  and  a  descendant 
of  Christopher  Wrenn,  the  great  architect  of  Lon- 
don, who  built  St.  Paul's  Cathedral  and  many 
other  noted  buildings.  In  the  Wrenn  family  were 
eight  children:  William,  who  died  in  1845;  Ann, 
who  became  the  wife  of  James  Thorn,  died  in 
1860;  Heniy,  who  occupies  a  Government  posi- 
tion in  London;  P^liza,  wife  of  our  sulijeet;  and 
Alfred,  a  resident  of  Chicago;  the  other  three  died 
in  infancy.  The  father  died  in  1855,  and  the 
death  of  the  mother  occurred  in  1844,  and  both  are 
buried  at  Bristol,  England.  Mrs.  Holmes  w.as  born 
in  Bristol,  England,  October  5,  1820. 
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Unto  Mr.  and  JIis.  Holmes  were  born  ten  chil- 
dren: Henrj',  who  died  in  1845;  Bart,  who  engages 
in  buying  and  shipping  horses  in  Melvin,  was  born 
in  Crewe,  Cheshire,  England;  Lizzie,  who  died  in 
18.52;  Henrj'  C.  died  aged  twenty -one  years;  Will- 
iam, an  attorney-at-law,  of  Effingham,  111.;  .lohn 
W.,  who  runs  a  dray  and  express  line  in  Omaha, 
Neb.;  Fannie,  the  first  native  white  child  in  Peach 
Orchard  Township,  who  was  bom  May  29,  1857,  is 
now  the  widow  of  Paul  Koestner,  and  a  resident 
of  Jlelvin;  Mary,  who  died  in  1887;  .Sarah  E.  and 
Alfred  L.,  both  of  whom  died  in  infanc}'.  The 
children  were  all  reared  on  the  old  homestead 
farm,  and  those  younger  than  Bart  were  born  on 
this  side  of  the  Atlantic. 

Mr.  Holmes  there  continued  to  reside  until  1888, 
when  he  removed  to  Melvin,  where  he  is  now  liv- 
ing a  retired  life.  He  still  owns  the  farm  iii)on 
which  he  located  in  1857.  To  its  early  settlers  the 
county  is  indebted  for  much  that  it  is  to-day. 
Among  these  is  our  subject,  who  has  long  been  iden- 
tified with  its  history.  He  resided  in  Peach  Orch- 
ard Townshii)  for  ten  years  before  there  were  set- 
tlers enough  in  the  town  to  organize  a  Board  of 
Directors.  He  was  one  of  its  first  Supervisors,  was 
Township  Assessor,  Highway  Commissioner,  School 
Trustee,  and  for  about  fourteen  years  served  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Democrat, 
•  and  a  strong  supporter  of  party  principles.  He 
attends  the  Congregational  Church,  of  which  his 
worthy  wife  is  a  faithful  member.  Tiuougliout 
Ford  County,  Mr.  Holmes  has  a  wide  acquaintance 
and  is  highij'^  esteemed  by  all  who  know  him  for 
his  sterling  wortli  and  the  upright  life  which  he 
has  ever  led. 


r^ 
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rILLIAM  T.  PATTON,  farmer  and  stock- 
dealer,  resides  on  section  33,  Button  Town- 
ship, his  post-office  being  Clarence,  111. 
Pie  is  a  native  of  I  ndiana,  born  in  Fountain  County, 
October  20,  1845,  and  is  a  son  of  David  and  Jane 
}\atton,  who  were  among  the  pioneers  of  this 
county,  and  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this 
work.     He  came  to  this  count}'  and  State  with  his 


parents  when  a  lad  of  nine  years,  and  here  grew  to 
manhood.  His  primary  education  was  obtained  in 
the  public  schools,  after  which  he  attended  Illinois 
College  for  a  time,  and  then  took  a  course  in  the 
Agricultural  College  of  Champaign.  After  fin- 
ishing his  studies,  he  was  engaged  in  teaching  in 
Ford  County  for  about  three  years.  On  the  25th 
of  November,  1875,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Fannie  Flagg,  a  native  of  Maine  and  a 
daughter  of  James  H.  Flagg,  of  Clarence,  another 
of  the  honored  pioneers  of  Ford  County,  a  sketch 
of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Mrs. 
Patton  was  mostly  reared  and  educated  in  Ford 
County. 

After  his  marriage,  !Mr.  Patton  settled  on  a  farm 
and  engaged  in  agricultural  [nirsuits,  also  deal- 
ing in  and  shipping  stock.  Of  late  years  he  has 
given  most  of  his  time  and  attention  to  the  stock 
business  and  is  the  largest  dealer  and  shipper  in 
the  eastern  portion  of  Ford  County.  An  enterpris- 
ing and  thorough  business  man,  lie  has  been  quite 
successful  in  the  stock  business.  He  is  the  owner 
of  a  farm  of  about  six  hundred  acres,  all  good  and 
well  improved  land,  located  about  four  miles  south 
of  Clarence  and  adjoining  the  south  line  of  Ford 
County. 

Formerly,  Mr.  Patton  was  a  Eepulilieaii  in  i)oli- 
tics,  but  of  late  years  he  has  identified  liimself  with 
the  Prohibition  party  and  is  an  advocate  of  the 
principles  of  temi)erance  and  prohibition.  lie  was 
candidate  on  the  old  Giecnliack  ticket  for  County 
Treasurer,  but  was  defeated,  although  he  ran  ahead 
of  his  ticket.  He  was  elected  and  served  as  one 
of  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  his 
county  and  has  also  held  the  office  of  Assessor  and 
Other  local  official  positions  in  his  township.  He 
has  served  as  a  delegate  to  county  conventions 
and  is  one  of  the  Central  Committee  of  the  Pro- 
hibition party.  He  is  a  friend  of  education  and 
believes  in  good  schools  and  good  teachers.  For 
jears  he  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  .School 
Board. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Patton  have  a  family  of  five  chil- 
dren: Ada,  David,  Charles,  Carrie  and  Elsie,  all  of 
whom  are  attending  school.  Mr.  Patton  and  his 
wife  are  active  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  of  which  he  is  one  of  the  official  mem- 
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bers.  He  is  an  active  worker  in  both  cliurch  and 
Sundaj^-school  and  lias  served  as  vSuperintendent 
of  the  Sunday-school  for  a  number  of  j-ears.  He 
was  one  of  the  charter  members  of  the  Pellsville 
Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  also  one  of  the  charter  mem- 
bers of  the  lodge  at  Clarence. 

Mr.  Patton  has  been  a  resident  of  Ford  Country, 
and  of  Button  Townsliip,  almost  his  entire  life. 
He  has  grown  from  a  child  to  mature  years  among 
its  people  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  its  foremost 
citizens.  No  man  stands  higher  in  public  esteem 
than  does  William  T.  Pattun. 


I  EV.  OSCAR  V.  HOLMGRAIN,  the  efficient 
^  County  Treasurer  of  Ford  County,  who 
1^  ranks  among  the  best  citizens  of  Paxton^ 
was  born  on  the  Uth  of  March,  1852,  in 
the  Parish  of  Simtuna.  near  the  city  of  Westeros, 
one  of  the  oldest,  if  not  the  oldest,  cit\'  of  Sweden. 
His  father  was  a  professor  of  music.  Oscar  at- 
tended the  public  seliools  and  afterwards  entered 
college,  from  which  he  was  graduated  on  the  I'Jth 
of  May,  1871,  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years.  He 
also  studied  philosopliy  for  a  sliort  time  in  the  un- 
iversity of  Upsala  and  was  thereafter  admitted  to 
some  of  the  Government  departments  in  Stockholm, 
but  all  of  these  departments  were  crowded  by  those 
seeking  preferment,  and  seeing  the  hopeless  task 
of  expecting  to  gain  a  competency  for  many  years 
to  come,  Mr.  Holmgrain  resolved  to  try  his  fortune 
in  America,  where  he  believed  that  better  op|)ortu- 
nities  were  afforded  young  men  than  in  the  older 
countries  across  the  Atlantic. 

Carrying  out  his  resolution,  he  landed  at  New 
York  on  the  Gth  of  May,  1872,  and  went  to  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.,  where  he  first  obtained  a  position  in 
a  wholesale  establishment  on  Market  Street.  After- 
ward he  was  employed  in  a  jewehy  store  in  Pitts- 
burg, Pa.,  until  the  spring  of  1879,  when  he  deter- 
mined to  fit  himself  for  the  ministry  and  enter 
upon  gospel  work.  To  tliis  end,  he  made  his  way 
Westward,  and  as  a  student  entered  Augustana 
College  and  Tiieological  Seminary  located  in  Rock 
Island,  111.,  and   while  stud3ing  theology  was  em 


plo3'ed  as  assistant  teacher  in  the  college  depart- 
ment. In  .June,  1882,  he  was  ordained  for  the 
ministry  in  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  and 
accepted  a  call  .as  pastor  from  the  congregation  in 
Beaver,  Iroquois  County,  111.  He  labored  there 
for  more  than  three  years,  or  until  the  fall  of  188.'), 
when  he  removed  to  ^Vorcester,  Mass.,  to  take 
charge  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  that 
place.  He  there  continued  liis  pastoral  lalwrs  for 
two  j^ears,  when,  in  the  autumn  of  1887,  he  again 
came  to  Illinois,  accepting  a  call  from  the  church 
at  Farmersvillc,  Ford  Count}',  111.  (Farmersville, 
by  the  wa^',  is  no  village  at  all,  but  merely  a  settle- 
ment without  fixed  boundaries,  covering  some 
eight  or  ten  square  miles  and  situated  some  six  or 
eight  miles  southwest  of  Paxton.  The  settlers  are 
mostlj'  Swedish  and  Norwegian  farmers). 

On  the  24th  of  .Tune,  1882,  i\Ir.  Holmgrain  was 
united  in  the  holy  bonds  of  matrimony  with  Miss 
Jennie  Christina  Linderholm,  of  Sterling,  111.,  and 
unto  them  have  been  born  two  children:  Elmer 
Frederick,  born  August  24,  1888,  and  E^rick  Oscar, 
the  3d  of  March,  1891. 

Entirely  unsolicited  iiy  him,  in  September,  1890, 
Mr.  Holmgrain  was  nominated  for  the  position  of 
County  Treasurer  on  the  people's  ticket  and  elected 
to  fill  that  position  for  a  term  of  four  years  from 
December  1,  1890.  He  is  proving  a  capable  and 
efficient  officer,  ever  prompt  and  faithful  in  the 
disciiarge  of  his  duties.  His  life  has  been  an  up- 
right and  honorable  one,  and  not  only  by  the 
people  of  his  own  church  hut  liy  all  who  know 
him  he  is  held  in  the  highest  regard. 


^^USTAVE  FRKDERICKSON  follows  farm- 
(II  (- —  ingon  section  21,  Patton  Township.  Among 
^^Jj  the  substantial  agriculturists  of  foreign 
l)irth  who  have  commenced  life  empty-handed 
in  Illinois  and  acquired  a  competence  and  an 
honorable  name,  should  be  mentioned  the  subject 
of  this  sketch.  He  was  born  in  .Sweden,  Novem- 
ber 4,  1845,  and  his  youth  was  spent  on  a  farm 
in  his  native  country.     He    received   fair   educa- 
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tional  advantages  in  the  mother  tongue,  but  is 
wholly  self-educated  in  English.  When  a  young 
man  of  twenty-three  years,  he  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica in  1868,  crossing  the  Atlantic  in  a  steamer, 
which  drop))ed  anchor  in  the  harbor  of  New  York 
after  seventeen  days  spent  upon  the  Atlantic, 
during  six  of  which  they  encountere<l  very  severe 
weather.  It  was  on  the  22d  of  April  that  Mr. 
Frcderickson  first  set  foot  on  American  soil. 

Our  subject  came  direct  to  Paxton  and  joined 
an  uncle  who  had  located  here  some  three  years 
previous,  and  resided  on  a  farm  about  three  miles 
south  of  the  city.  He  then  secured  employment 
with  M.  L.  .Sullivant,  one  of  the  most  extensive 
farmers  of  Ford  County,  at  that  time  employing 
over  four  hundred  men.  Mr.  Frcderickson  began 
working  by  the  month  and  remained  in  the  employ 
of  this  prominent  farmer  seven  years,  five  years 
of  which  time  he  was  one  of  the  foremen.  Dur- 
ing that  jjeriod  he  lost  only  two  weeks'  time  from 
work,  and  that  was  caused  by  sickness  during  the 
second  year  of  his  service.  In  the  meantime, 
another  important  event  in  his  life  occurred — his 
marriage  to  Miss  Anna  Peterson,  a  native  of 
Sweden,  who  came  to  the  United  States  when  a 
maiden  of  nineteen  summers.  Their  union  was 
celebrated  on  the  13th  of  October,  1872. 

In  1875,  Mr.  Frcderickson  rented  land  and  en- 
gaged in  farming  for  himself,  continuing  to  rent 
for  about  ten  years.  During  that  time  he  pur- 
chased one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  raw  land, 
which  constitutes  Ins  present  farm,  and  placed  it 
under  cultivation,  fenced  and  tiled  it,  and  built 
the  necessary  buildings  thereon.  To  that  farm 
he  removed  in  1887,  and  it  has  since  been  his 
home.  He  has  built  a  commodious  and  substan- 
tial residence  which,  with  the  other  improvements 
on  the  place,  stands  as  a  monument  to  the  thrift 
and  enterprise  of  the  owner.  As  the  years  have 
passed  and  his  financial  resources  have  increased, 
he  has  also  extended  the  boundaries  of  his  farm, 
until  it  now  comprises  four  liundred  and  eighty 
acres  in  one  body  on  section  21.  It  is  a  desirable 
and  valuable  place,  and  the  owner  i.s  one  of  the 
progressive  and  prominent  farmers  of  Patton 
Township. 

In    1884,   Mr.   Frederickson    embarked    in    the 


mercantile  business  at  Henderson  Station,  but  did 
not  discontinue  farming,  and  carried  on  a  success- 
ful trade  there  for  six  years.  He  also  bought  and 
dealt  in  grain.  In  1890,  he  sold  out  his  business, 
and  has  since  given  his  entire  attention  to  the 
farm  and  stock-dealing.  He  has  been  most  suc- 
cessful in  all  his  undertakings,  and  his  success  has 
been  all  the  greater  when  we  take  into  considera- 
tion the  fact  that  he  began  life  with  only  a  pair 
of  willing  hands  to  aid  him  in  climbing  the  hill  of 
prosperity.  He  is  a  man  of  unblemished  charac- 
ter, straightforward  and  lionorable  in  all  the  re- 
lations of  life,  and  is  highly  esteemed  by  his  neigh- 
bors and  friends.  He  and  his  vrife  are  members  of 
the  Farmersville  Lutheran  Church, and,  in  politics, 
he  is  a  Republican.  He  takes  quite  an  .active  part 
in  local  politics,  and  has  served  for  six  j-ears  as 
Commissioner  of  Highways.  Mr.  Frederickson  in 
manner  is  pleasant  and  courteous,  and  the  respect 
tendered  him  by  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  con- 
tact is  well  merited. 


iiiit»tp  t.i  >  I 


ETER  RASMUS  is  a  photographer  engaged 
in  business  in  Paxton,  III.,  and  his  life 
record  is  as  follows:  A  native  of  Sweden, 
he  was  born  in  Gamalstorp,  on  the  12th 
of  September,  1862,  his  parents  being  Ake  and  Ida 
Rasmus,  natives  of  the  same  countrj\  With  his 
parents,  when  a  lad  of  five  j'ears,  he  crossed  the 
Atlantic  to  America,  the  family  settling  in  this 
city.  His  father  died  in  1882,  aged  fifty-nine 
years  and  three  month*,  but  his  mother  yet  sur- 
vives and  is  still  a  resident  of  Paxton. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  the  days  of  his 
boyhood  and  youth  in  the  usual  manner  of  farmer 
lads  and  acquired  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  neigh borliood.  In  188.5,  he  began 
learning  photography  witli  O.  D.  Noble,  of  Paxton, 
with  whom  he  worked  about  a  year,  and  then  went 
to  Chicago,  where  he  worked  a  year,  perfecting 
himself  in  his  business.  He  then  returned  to  Pax- 
ton and  formed  a  partnership  with  Mr.  Noble, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Noble  &  R.asmus.  On  the 
9th  of    February,    1886,    he  established    a  branch 
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gallery  in  Gibson,  Ford  County,  whicli  lie  con- 
ducted for  two  years,  while  Mr.  Noble  had  charge 
of  the  one  here.  After  two  years  he  closed  it  out 
and  returned  to  Paxton,  and,  purchasing  his  part- 
ner's interest  in  tlie  Ijusiness,  has  since  carried  on 
the  gallery  alone. 

A  marriage  ceremony  performed  in  Paxton 
on  the  11th  of  December,  1890,  united  the  destinies 
of  Mr.  Rasmus  and  Miss  Hannah  E.  Swanson,  who 
was  born  in  Patton  Township,  Ford  Count}',  and 
is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Pimily  Swanson.  Her 
father  is  now  deceased  and  her  mother  is  living, 
being  the  wife  of  Gus  Carlson.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Rasmus  are  members  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  and  are  people  of  sterling  worth,  widely 
and  favorably  known  in  this  community.  In  his 
political  views,  Mv.  Rasmus  is  a  Republican,  and  in 
his  social  relations,  is  a  Knight  of  Pythias,  belong- 
ing to  (iibson  Lodge  No.  123.  His  gallery  has 
been  longer  in  existence  in  Paxton  than  any  other, 
and  he  does  all  kinds  of  work  in  the  line  of  his 
art  in  first-class  style.  The  coming  summer,  he 
designs  making  a  specialty  of  doing  view  work,  in 
the  way  of  farm  and  fine  residence  views.  He 
earnestly  desires  to  please  his  customers,  and  his 
efforts  in  that  direction,  combined  with  his  courte- 
ous treatment,  have  won  fur  him  a  liberal  patron- 
age. 


N^ 


EDWARD  BABCOCK,  who  is  engaged  in 
general  farming  on  section  6,Pattou  Town- 
,»_-»;  ship,  is  numbered  among  the  early  settlers 
of  the  county.  He  claims  Connecticut  as  the 
State  of  his  nativity,  his  birth  having  occurred  in 
Middletown,  November  17,1828.  He  traces  his 
ancestry  b.ack  to  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  wlio  in  an 
early  day  settled  in  New  England.  His  grand- 
father, Samuel  Babcock,  spent  his  entire  life  in 
Saybrook,  Conn.,  and  his  son,  who  also  bore  the 
name  of  Samuel,  was  there  reared  to  manhood. 
He  learned  the  goldsmith's  trade  in  Middletown, 
following  it  for  some  years.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried, his  second  union  being  with  Jane  Cornwall, 
who  also  belonged  to  one  of  the  pioneer  families 


of  Connecticut.  They  continued  to  reside  in  Mid- 
dletown throughout  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 

Our  subject  is  a  child  of  the  second  marriage. 
The  days  of  his  3'outh  were  passed  in  his  native 
town,  where  he  acquired  a  fair  education.  At  the 
age  of  sixteen,  he  went  to  New  .Tersey,  where  he 
learned  the  trade  of  manufacturing  jewelr}',  serv- 
ing a  five-years'  apprenticeship  in  Newark.  He 
then  worked  in  the  employ  of  other  firms  in  New- 
ark for  eight  years,  after  which  he  decided  to  emi- 
grate Westward,  and  in  1858  became  a  resident 
of  Marion  Count}',  Mo.,  locating  on  a  farm.  He 
now  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  and  stock- 
raising  for  a  few  years,  but  abandoned  this  labor 
to  enter  the  service  of  his  countr}'.  In  August, 
1862,  he  became  a  member  of  Company  A,  Third 
Missouri  Cavalry,  and  served  on  detached  service 
most  of  the  time,  being  detailed  to  act  as  clerk  in 
the  Division  and  Brigade  headquarters.  He  re- 
ceived his  discharge  in  June,  1865,  at  Little  Rock. 

After  the  war,  Jlr.  Babcock  returned  to  Connect- 
icut on  a  visit  to  his  mother  and  sister,  and  there 
spent  a  few  months,  recuperating  his  health,  which 
had  become  impaired  during  his  service.  The  suc- 
ceeding winter  he  came  to  Illinois,  and  this  time 
made  a  location  in  Ford  County.  In  the  spring 
of  1866,  he  was  joined  in  wtdlock  with  Miss  Anna 
H.  Crane,  daughter  of  Augustus  Crane,  a  native 
of  New  Jersey,  who  had  been  a  partner  of  Mr. 
Babcock  in  Missouri.  The  lady  w.as  also  born  in 
New  Jersey,  where  she  resided  until  thirteen  jears 
of  age,  and  then  accompanied  her  parents  to  the 
West,  the  family  locating  in  Ford  County  about 
1865.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Babcock  have  been  born 
six  children,  who  are  yet  living,  viz:  Anna,  wife 
of  Byron  E.  Morgan, a  farmer  of  Iroquois  County; 
Lydia,  who  has  been  liberally  educated;  Augus- 
tus M.,  now  a  student  in  the  Paxton  High  School; 
Jane,  Edward  S.  and  William  F.,  who  are  also  at- 
tending school.  They  lost  their  second  child,  a 
daughter,  Mary,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years. 
After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Babcock  purchased  land 
and  located  in  Wall  Township,  Ford  County.  He 
bought  an  improved  tract  of  eight}'  acres  and  also 
eighty  acres  of  wild  land  adjoining,  and  devoted 
his  entire  energies  to  its  cultivation  for  a  number 
of  years.  At  length,  he  sold  and  removed  to  Buck- 
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ley,  Iroquois  County,  whore  he  lived  a  retired 
life  for  some  time  as  his  health  was  greatly  im- 
paired. After  eight  years  spent  in  this  way,  in 
the  fall  of  1889,  he  purchased  his  present  home. 
It  is  a  desirable  place,  comprising  forty  acres  of 
valuable  land,  situated  withiu  a  half  mile  of  Pax- 
ton.  The  fields  are  mcU  tilled,  im[)rovements 
kept  up  and  all  the  accessories  of  a  model  farm 
may  there  be  seen,  indicating  the  practical  and 
progressive  spirit  of  the  owner. 

Mr.  Babcock  was  originally  a  Demociat,  but  at 
Lincoln's  second  election  sui)ported  him  and  has 
since  been  identified  with  the  Republican  party. 
He  takes  quite  an  active  part  in  politics  and  has 
been  honored  with  several  positions  of  trust,  hav- 
ing served  as  Township  Suiiervisor,  Clerk,  Treas- 
urer and  Road  Commissioner.  The  cause  of  edu- 
cation has  found  in  him  a  warm  friend  and, 
while  serving  as  a  member  of  the  School  Board, 
he  has  done  effective  service  in  the  interest  of  the 
schools.  His  residence  in  Ford  County  covers  al- 
most a  quarter  of  a  century,  and  he  has  therefore 
witnessed  much  of  its  growth  and  development. 
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HARLES  HOWARD  YEOMANS,  abstracter 
of  titles,  is  associated  with  the  firm  of  Dav 
^/>  Brothers,  real  estate  and  loan  agents  of 
Paxtou.  His  life  record  is  as  follows:  He  was 
born  in  Delaware  County,  N.  Y.,  December  2, 
1846,  and  is  a  son  of  .lames  and  Sarah  (Redfield) 
Yeomans.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Delaware 
County,  N.  Y.,  born  in  March,  1815,  and  was  of 
Scottish  ancestry.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject  was  born  in  Scotland,  and  emigrated  to 
America  in  the  first  years  of  the  present  centur}', 
settling  in  Delaware  County,  N.  Y.  His  son 
James  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and,  with  his 
family,  removed  to  Kane  County,  111.,  in  1851. 
His  death  occurred  in  Iroquois  Count}-,  of  the 
same  State,  in  January,  1877.  His  wife  was  born 
near  Delhi,  Delaware  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  the  Hon.  J.  G.  Redfield,  and  is  a  lineal 
descendant  of  Theophilus  and  Priscilla  Redfield, 
who    were    members   of  that   historic   band   that 


landed  from  the  "Mayflower"  at  Plymouth  Rock, 
that  memorable  21st  of  December,  1620.  She  sur- 
vives her  husband,  and  now  resides  in  Oilman, 
111. 

Charles  Howard  Yeomans  came  to  Illinois  with 
his  parents  in  1851,  when  but  four  years  of  age. 
He  was  reared  to  manliuod  on  his  father's  farm, 
aiid  enjoyed  the  advantage  of  the  country  district 
school,  whicli  was  supplemented  by  persistent 
study  in  si)are  hours  out  t)f  school.  At  the  age  of 
fourteen,  he  found  it  necessary  to  make  an  effort, 
outside  of  the  home  farm,  to  aid  his  father,  who 
w.as  liroken  down  in  henUli  and  badly  crippled 
financially  through  the  panic  of  1857.  At  this 
time  the  lands  along  the  line  of  the  Illinois  Cen- 
tral Railroad  were  Ijeing  opened  to  settlement, 
and  the  demand  for  labor  was  ai)parent.  Fitting 
himself  out  with  a  breaking-team  and  plow,  he 
struck  out  a  distance  of  fiftj- miles  from  home,  and 
spent  the  entire  season  in  breaking  prairie  near  the 
town  of  Peotone,  Will  County,  which  was  but 
just  starting  into  life.  He  remained  on  the  farm 
until  eighteen  years  of  age,  at  which  time  his 
younger  brothers  were  old  enough  to  operate  it. 
Our  subject  became  impatient  to  secure  an  educa- 
tion. He  had  begun  teaching  school  at  the  age  of 
seventeen,  but  had  not  saved  any  money  from 
that  source.  His  first  financial  investment  was 
when  he  was  eleven  years  old.  He  took  a  scythe, 
went  to  the  marsh  and  put  up  two  loads  of  marsh 
h.av,  which  he  iiaiiled  to  market,  and  with  the  pro- 
ceeds purchased  two  steer  calves,  which  he  raised 
and  broke  to  work,  selling  them  when  three  years 
old  for  §100.  This  money  constituted  his  capital, 
when,  in  the  fall  of  1864,  he  entered  Ripon  Col- 
lege, in  Ripon,  Wis.,  as  a  student.  He  pursued 
his  course  at  college,  interrupted  only  by  terms  of 
school  teaching,  by  which  he  earned  the  necessary 
means  to  defray'  his  expenses  until  he  was  grad- 
uated, in  June,  1871,  with  the  degree  of  A.  B. 
Two  jears  previous  to  the  time  of  completing  his 
collegiate  course,  being  in  advance  of  his  class  in 
his  studies,  he  took  up  the  stud}'  of  law  under  the 
direction  of  the  Hon.  Jeny  Dobbs,  a  leading  law- 
j-er  of  Ripon.  Working  doulfle  time  at  his  liter- 
ary and  legal  studies,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Wis- 
consin   Bar,  October    10,    1870,  one   year   before 
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graduating  from  college.  He  received  the  degree 
of  A.  M.  from  tlie  same  college  in  1879,  on  the 
occasion  of  liis  return  to  his  abna  mater  to  deliver 
the  annual  address  before  the  Alumni  Society. 
After  graduating,  he  accepted  the  position  of 
principal  of  tiie  Onarga  graded  schools  for  a 
year,  declining  a  re-a])polntment  in  order  to  enter 
upon  the  practice  of  his  profession.  In  July,  1872, 
he  located  in  Gibson,  Ford  County-,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  practice  in  the  Illinois  courts  through 
the  Supreme  Court  of  this  State,  in  September, 
1872.  lie  had  opened  an  office  in  Gibson  the  pre- 
vious spring,  being  the  first  lawyer  at  that  place, 
and,  from  the  start,  he  took  an  active  interest  in 
building  up  and  improving  the  little  village  where 
he  resided,  and  made  substantial  improvements. 

On  October  1,  1874,  Mr.  Yeomans  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Mar3'  Rane}-,  who  was  born 
in  Peoria  County,  111.,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Dr. 
Henry  A.  and  Susan  Raney.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Yeonians  have  three  children:  Fred  K.,  born  Oc- 
tober 7,  1.S77;  Cora,  November  1,  188(1;  and  Nellie, 
February  It,  1884. 

Mr.  Yeoraans  coiUinuid  to  reside  in  Gibson  un- 
til September  18,  1884,  when  he  was  compelled  to 
sell  out  his  practice  on  account  of  sickness  in  his 
family,  and  try  a  change  of  climate.  Kansas 
seemed  to  offer  the  advantage  sought,  and  he  re- 
moved to  that  State,  making  his  home  in  Girard, 
where  he  pursued  the  practice  of  law  until  the 
spring  of  18811,  when  his  family  having  full}'  re- 
covered their  health,  he  returned  to  Ford  County 
and  settled  in  Paxtoii.  which  has  since  been  his 
home.  On  coming  to  this  place,  he  engaged  in 
the  abstract  business,  and  is  also  associated  with 
the  firm  of  Day  Brothers  in  the  real-estate  busi- 
ness. He  has  a  full  set  of  abstracts  for  Ford 
County,  and  is  devoting  his  time  principally  to 
that  and  the  real-estate  business,  pursuing  the 
l>ractice  of  law  only  in  cases  involving  (jucstions 
of  title  to  real  estate. 

In  politics.  Mr.  Yeomans  is  a  Republican,  and 
has  held  a  number  of  offices  of  honor  and  trust. 
For  several  years  he  was  City  Attorney  of  Gibson, 
was  Supervisor  from  Gibson  in  1882,  was  Chair- 
man of  the  Ford  County  Board  of  Supervisors  in 
1883,  and  was  also  Trustee   of   Gibson.     Socially, 


he  is  a  Knight  Templar  Mason,  a  member  of  Pax- 
ton  Lodge  No.  416,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.\  Ford  Chapter 
No.  113,  R.  A.  M.,  and  Olivet  Commandeiy  No. 
38,  K.  T.  He  has  served  .as  chief  officer  in  all  of 
these  bodies.  Mr.  Yeomans  is  an  indefatigable 
worker,  and  any  business  entrusted  to  his  care  re- 
ceives prompt  and  effective  attention.  His  busi- 
ness career  has  been  characterized  b^'  strict  integ- 
rity and  fair  and  honorable  discharge  of  his  obli- 
gations. 
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OSCAR  L.  CAMPBELL,  an  enterprising  and 
practical  farmer  residing  on  section  26, 
<>^^  Button  Township,  was  born  on  the  5th  of 
December,  1850,  in  Northumberland  County,  Pa., 
and  comes  of  an  old  New  England  family.  His 
grandfather,  .James  Campbell,  was  a  native  of  New 
j  .lerse}-,  and  when  a  lad  of  fifteen  years  removed  to 
the  Kej'Stone  State.  Capt.  Obediah  H.  Campbell, 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Northumberland 
Count}',  Pa.,  December  17,  1811,  and  became  a 
carpenter  by  trade,  also  working  at  cabinet-making 
in  early  life.  In  the  county  of  his  nativity,  he 
married  Miss  Margaret  L.  Poyer,  also  born  in 
Northumberland  County,  and  a  daughter  of  John 
D.  Po3'er.  He  then  worked  at  his  trade  of  car- 
pentering and  also  carried  on  his  farm  for  a  num- 
ber of  3'ears,  or  until  his  removal  to  the  West  in 
the  winter  of  1855.  In  that  \ear,  he  became  a 
resident  of  Indiana,  and  the  following  spring  came 
to  Illinois,  locating  in  what  is  now  Ford  County. 
He  settled  upon  the  farm  which  is  now  the  home 
of  our  subject,  being  one  of  the  first  pioneers  of 
that  localit}'.  This  place  contained  aliout  one  hun- 
dred acres  which  had  been  broken  and  fenced,  and 
had  a  comfortable  log  house.  The  same  house, 
with  some  additions  and  changes,  is  still  in  good 
repair  and  is  occujiied  bv  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
and  his  family  to-daj'.  Mr.  Campbell  opened  up 
a  large  farm  and  carried  on  quite  an  extensive 
business.  The  place  is  located  on  a  public  highway 
which  was  extensively  traveled  in  the  early  days 
of  Ford  County,  and  ]Mr.  Campbell  w.as  "mine 
host"  and  entertained  the  traveling  public  at   his 
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"wayside  inn,"  often  furnishing  accommodations 
to  thirty  men  and  their  teams  at  niglit.  He  was 
an  old  Jackson  Democrat  and  adhered  to  the  prin- 
ciples and  supported  the  measures  of  that  party 
duiing  his  life.  He  took  quite  an  active  interest 
in  loi;al  politics  hut  never  sought  office  for  him- 
self. He  won  his  title  by  serving  as  Captain  of 
Militia  in  his  native  iState. 

The  death  of  Mrs.  Campbell  occurred  on  the  4  th 
of  February,  18(j8.  Mr.  Campbell  survived  his 
wife  some  seventeen  years  and  died  on  the  24th  of 
February,  1885.  He  was  well  known  throughout 
Ford  County  and  was  a  man  of  sterling  character 
and  one  of  its  honored  pioneers,  esteemed  and  re- 
spected by  ail  who  knew  him.  At  his  death,  many 
friends  mourned  his  loss  and  a  monument  has  been 
erected  to  his  memory.  Tliis  worthy  couple  had  a 
family  of  nine  children,  the  eldest  of  whom, 
Robert  F.,  is  a  carpenter  of  Adair  Count}',  Mo.; 
Abraham  L.  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Indiana; 
William  A.  is  an  agriculturist  of  Ford  County; 
Francis  M.  resides  in  Cliicago;  .Tosephine  died  in 
Ford  County,  December  5,  1882;  Oscar  L.  is  the 
next  younger;  Henrietta  is  the  wife  of  Daniel 
Moud}-,  of  Ford  County;  Ann  Louisa  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  J.  N. 
Swinford;  Lee  Britt,  born  on  the  old  liomestead, 
operates  the  home  farm  in  connection  with  our 
subject. 

O.  L.  Campbell  has  spent  almost  his  entire  life 
in  Ford  Count}-,  for  he  was  a  lad  of  but  five  sum- 
mers when  his  parents  here  located.  He  received 
such  educational  advantages  as  the  district  schools 
of  the  neighborhood  afforded  and  was  reared  to 
manhood  upon  the  home  farm.  After  he  had  at- 
tained his  majority,  he  engaged  in  the  flouring 
mill  business  in  Potomac,  Vermilion  County,  for 
about  three  years,  after  which  he  returned  to  this 
county  and  in  connection  with  his  brother  leased 
and  carried  on  the  homestead  farm  until  after  the 
death  of  the  father,  since  which  time  it  has  become 
their  property  and  is  now  carried  on  by  them  con- 
jointly. 

On  the  3d  of  .June,  1886,  Mr.  Campbell  led  to 
the  marriage  altar  Mrs.  Eliza  A.  Kirby,  daughter 
of  William  Bryan,  who  removed  to  Appanoose 
County,  Iowa,  when  his  daughter  was  a  maiden  of 


nine  summers.  He  was  a  native  of  England  and 
became  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Ford  County. 
In  Appanoose  County,  the  lady  was  mostly  reared 
and  educated.  She  became  the  wife  of  Isaac  Kirby 
and  unto  then  were  born  two  children :  Archie  and 
Bertha  May.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Campbell  have 
also  been  born  two  children:  Russell  and  Iva  C. 

Mr.  Campbell  is  a  Democrat  when  questions  of 
national  importance  are  under  consideration,  but 
at  local  elections  supports  the  man  whom  he  thinks 
will  best  fill  the  ollice.  His  fellow-citizens  have 
frequently  called  upon  him  to  serve  in  positions 
of  public  trust,  he  having  filled  the  office  of  High- 
way Commissioner;  he  is  now  a  member  of  the  School 
Board.  O.  L.  and  Lee  Britt  Campbell  are  among 
the  thrifty  and  enterprising  farmers  of  Button 
Township,  and  are  well  known  throughout  Ford 
County  as  men  of  sterling  worth,  uprigiit  and 
honorable  in  all  business  affairs  and  deserving  the 
esteem  in  which  they  are  held.  They  are  worth}' 
representatives  of  an  honored  pioneer  family 
which  has  long  been  identified  with  the  history  of 
the  county. 
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ICHOLAS  M.  KEMP,  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  residing  on  section  ll,Patton  Town- 
ship, has  long  been  a  resident  of  this  county 
and  is  well  deserving  of  representation  in  this 
volume.  A  native  of  Pennsylvania,  he  was  born 
in  Fayette  County,  on  the  4th  of  .January,  1844, 
and  comes  of  an  old  familj'  of  New  .Jersc}-.  His 
grandfather,  Charles  Kemp,  a  native  of  that  State, 
became  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Faj-ette 
County,  Pa.  He  was  of  German  descent,  the  fam- 
ily being  founded  in  New  Jersey'  in  Colonial  days. 
Jacob  Kemp,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
the  Keystone  State,  November  25,  1821,  and  after 
attaining  to  mature  years  married  Sarah  Parnell,a 
native  of  Fayette  County,  where  her  father,  Israel 
Parnell,  was  a  substantial  farmer.  The  3'oung  couple 
began  their  domestic  life  on  a  farm,  but  after  a 
number  of  years  removed  Westward  in  1856,  locat- 
ing in  Marshall  County,  111.  The  father  is  one  of 
the  honored  early  settlers  of  that  county,  and  is 
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still  living  on  the  old  homestead  there.  He  has 
been  three  times  married,  his  first  wife  having  died 
in  Pennsylvania.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Republican 
and  has  been  honored  with  several  local  jjositions 
of  trust.  In  the  faniilj-  were  three  children  who 
grew  t<j  mature  years,  Nicholas,  of  this  sketch,  be- 
ing the  eldest.  Sarah  M.  is  now  the  wife  of  Will- 
iam Gnftin,  a  farmer  of  La  Salle  County,  111.,  and 
Marian  Elizabeth  resides  in  Paxton. 

Nicholas  Kemp  came  to  Illinois  with  his  father 
in  18.56,  a  lad  of  twelve  years,  and  grew  to  man- 
hood in  Marshall  County.  He  received  good  edu- 
cational advantages  and  remained  under  the  paren- 
tal roof  until  after  he  had  attained  his  majorit}'. 
He  began  earning  his  own  livelihood,  however,  at 
the  age  of  eighteen,  when  he  commenced  teaching 
in  the  public  schools  of  Marshall  County.  For  ten 
years,  he  followed  that  profession.  In  May,  1864, 
he  responded  to  the  country's  call  for  troops,  en- 
listing as  a  member  of  Company  F,  One  Hundred 
and  Thirty-fourth  Illinois  Infantry.  He  was  with 
his  regiment  through  Kentucky  and  Missouri  and 
participated  in  some  minor  engagements.  He  re- 
ceived his  discharge  in  Chicago  in  the  fall  of 
1864. 

On  his  return  to  the  North,  Mr.  Kemp  turned 
his  attention  to  farming,  which  he  followed  during 
the  summer  season,  while  in  the  winter  months  he 
engaged  in  teaching.  In  the  spring  of  1875,  he 
came  to  Ford  County  and  purchased  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  of  land,  situated  four  miles 
west  of  Paxton.  The  place  was  then  but  sparsely 
improved,  but  it  has  since  undergone  great  changes, 
a  commodious  and  substantial  residence  having 
been  erected,  good  barns  and  outbuildings  built, 
.and  the  whole  transformed  into  a  valuable  and 
well-improved  farm.  He  gives  his  entire  time  and 
attention  to  his  business  interests,  having  never 
taken  part  in  i)olitical  affairs  other  than  casting 
his  ballot  for  Repuljliean  candidates.  However,  he 
served  for  a  number  of  3ears  as  a  member  of  the 
School  Board. 

In  IMarshall  County,  111.,  on  the  12th  of  March, 
1865,  Mr.  Kemp  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss 
Catherine  Axliue,  who  was  born  in  Ohio,  but 
spent  her  girlhood  days  in  Marshall  County,  where 
her  father,  Aaron  Axline,  is  one  of  the  substantial 
18 


farmers  and  an  honored  pioneer.  Eight  children 
have  been  born  uuto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kemp,  namely: 
Justin  A.,  who  was  graduated  from  a  commercial 
college  and  is  now  employed  in  Paxton;  LuellaB., 
wife  of  R.  A.  McCracken,  of  Paxton;  Perle  A., 
who  was  graduated  from  the  Collegiate  Institute 
and  is  now  employed  in  Paxton;  Edna,  who  is  en- 
gaged in  teaching  music;  Victor,  Willard  and  Myr- 
tle, who  are  attending  school,  and  Ralph  W.,  who 
completes  the  famil}-. 

The  parents  and  the  three  eldest  children  are 
active  members  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Pax- 
ton, and  Mr.  Kemp  is  a  member  of  the  Paxton 
Grand  Army  Post.  He  was  appointed  crop  re- 
porter for  the  county  bj'  the  State  Board  of  Agri- 
culture for  the  years  1891  and  1892.  Throughout 
Ford  and  adjoining  counties,  Mr.  Kemp  is  well  and 
favorably'  known  as  one  of  the  enterprising  and 
progressive  farmers  of  this  community'  and  a  man 
of  unblemished  character  who  deserves  the  high 
esteem  in  which  he  is  held. 


-^ 


OHN  lEHL,  senior  member  of  the  private 
banking  firm  of  lehl  &  Co.,  of  Melviu,  and 
one  of  the  oldest  settlers  and  most  enter- 
prising men  of  that  pl.'ice,  was  born  in  Bald- 
enheim  Alsace,  France, now  a  province  of  Germany, 
on  the  13th  of  January,  1839.  His  parents,  John 
and  Barbara  lehl,  were  natives  of  the  same  province, 
and  the  mother  bore  the  same  family  name  as  her 
husband,  but  was  not  related  to  him  prior  to  her 
marriage. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  emigrated  from  Alsace 
to  America  with  his  parents  in  1850,  when  a  lad 
of  eleven  years,  and  settled  in  Deerfield  Township, 
Lake  County,  111.,  where  the  parents  remained  for 
some  jears,  the  father  carrjing  on  a  farm  until 
1888,  when  he  removed  to  Northtield  Township, 
Cook  Count}',  111.,  where  he  still  m.akes  his  home. 
He  was  born  on  the  20th  of  May,  1809,  and  his 
wife  in  April  of  the  same  year.  Her  death  occurred 
in  Dearfield,  in  April,  1852,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
three  years.  In  their  famil}'  are  three  living  chil- 
dren as  follows:  Barbara,  who  was  born  March  17, 
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1836,  married  Phillip  Laesser  and  resides  in  North- 
field,  Cook  County,  111.;  Salome,  born  .liily  28, 
1842,  liecarae  the  wife  of  David  llorenberger,  and 
makes  her  home  in  Deerfield,  Lake  County,  111. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  upon  his 
father's  farm  and  acquired  his  education  partly  in 
the  schools  of  iiis  native  country  and  parti}-  in  the 
American  (lublic  schools.  On  attaining  his  majority, 
he  left  home  and  began  life  for  himself  as  a  farm 
hand.  In  18G4,  he  commenced  farming  in  his  own 
interest  in  Marshall  Count}',  111.,  where  he  continued 
to  reside  for  four  years,  or  until  18(58,  when  he  re- 
moved to  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
which  he  had  purchased  the  year  previous  in  Peach 
Orchard  Township,  Ford  County.  There  he  spent 
several  years  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising 
with  marked  success,  and  in  187.3,  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  Messrs.  Frasius  and  George  T. 
Arends  at  Melvin,  under  the  firm  name  of  F'rasius, 
lehl  it  Co.,  dealers  in  grain,  seeds  and  coal.  The 
firm  continued  business  without  ciiango  until  1876, 
when  Mr.  Frasius  sold  out  to  his  partners  and  with- 
drew from  the  business.  The  firm  name  was  then 
changed  to  lehl  li-  Co..  and  those  gentlemen  con- 
tinued 01  erations  until  November,  1890,  when  thej' 
sold  out  and  established  the  private  banking  house 
of  lehl  i  Co.,  of  Melvin.  It  was  the  first  Iianking 
house  in  that  place  and  is  still  conducted  by  its 
original  proprietors.  Messrs.  leh!  and  Arends  have 
invested  extensively  in  farming  lands  in  Ford 
County,  buying  farms  from  time  to  time,  until  their 
aggregate  possessions,  in  common,  amount  to 
eleven  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  while  Mr.  lehl 
has  one  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixt}-  acres  which 
lie  owns  individually.  With  the  exception  of  an 
eightj'-acre  tract  in  Wall  Townshii)  and  a  quarter- 
section  in  SuUivant  Township,  their  possessions  all 
lie  in  I'each  Orchard  Township.  It  is  all  arable, 
rich  farming  land  which  has  increased  in  value 
very  rapidly  within  the  last  few  years. 

On  the  3d  of  June,  1871,  in  Peach  Orchard 
Township,  Mr.  lehl  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Mary  Arends,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Grove- 
land  Township,  Tazewell  County,  111.,  on  the  5th  of 
November,  1854.  Her  parents  are  Teis  and  Teda 
Arends.  Six  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  lehl,  four  of  whom  are  yet  living:   Teda  Jo- 


hanna, the  eldest,  was  born  June  30,  1872, and  died 
March  15,  1875;  John  George,  born  April  17, 1875, 
died  April  8,  1879;  Johanna  Alvina  was  born 
November  25,  1877;  (ieorge  Teis  February  20, 1880; 
Clara  Mary.  June  4,  1884;  and  Edwin  Albert  on 
the  27th  of  October,  1887. 

Mrs.  lehl  is  a  member  of  the  German  Methodist 
Church,  wliich  Mr.  lehl  also  attends,  although  he 
does  not  belong.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics 
and  is  the  present  Supervisor  in  the  County  Board 
from  Peach  Orchard  Township.  He  was  also 
chosen  a  member  of  the  village  Board  of  Trustees 
on  its  organization,  holding  the  position  until 
April,  1892.  The  second  3ear  after  Peach  Orchard 
was  organized,  he  was  chosen  Assessor  and  served 
one  term.  His  life  has  been  well  and  worthily 
spent  and  his  career  has  been  a  useful  one.  He 
started  out  empty-handed,  but  by  industry,  integ- 
rity and  the  exercise  of  good  business  judgment, 
has  acquired  a  large  property,  and  won  a  foremost 
place  among  the  successful  and  enterprising  citizens 
of  F'oid  County.  His  counsel  and  advice  in  busi- 
ness and  political  matters  is  sought  and  respected 
by  his  fellow-citizens,  by  whom  he  is  held  in  high 
esteem. 


y^.ILLlAM  E.  MrMl'LLEN,  a  horticulturist, 
has  been  a  resident  of  Gibson  City  since 
„  „  the  spring  of  1876,  and  of  Illinois  since 
1851.  He  was  born  in  Dade  County,  Mo.,  Octo- 
ber 15,  1842,  and*  is  a  son  of  Samuel  and  F>liza- 
beth  (Janes)  McMullen.  His  father  was  born  in 
Pendleton  County,  Va.,  on  the  26th  of  ■Slay,  1816, 
and  was  descended  from  an  old  Virginia  family  of 
Scotch  origin.  When  seven  years  of  age,  Samuel 
McMullen  removed  with  his  parents  to  F^ayette 
County,  ()hio,  where  he  was  reared  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  there  w.as  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
F^lizabeth  Janes,  a  daughter  of  F^dward  Janes,  a 
soldier  of  the  War  of  1812.  Her  brother  Henry 
was  a  pioneer  of  Wisconsin  and  was  the  founder 
of  the  city  of  Janesville,  which  bears  his  name. 
Mrs.  McMullen  was  born  in  Fayette  County,  Ohio. 
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In  1841,  Mr.  McMuHen  removed  with  Ins  family 
to  Dade  County,  Mo.,  but  returned  to  the  old 
home  in  Oliio  seven  years  later.  From  tliere  the^' 
came  to  Illinois  in  1851,  settling  near  Lexington, 
in  McLean  County,  where  tlie  father  of  our  sub- 
ject bought  a  farm,  and  there  engaged  in  farming 
and  stock-raising  successfully-  until  age  necessi- 
tated liis  retirement  from  active  life,  when  lie  re- 
moved to  Lexington,  where  he  now  resides.  His 
estimable  wife  departed  this  life  on  the  3d  of 
August,  1887,  beloved  by  all  who  knew  her. 

AVilliam  E.  was  reared  to  farm  imrsuits  and  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  district  schools.  No 
event  of  special  importance  occurred  during  his 
early  life  until  his  enlistment  with  the  boj'S  in 
blue  for  the  late  war,  on  the  7th  of  August,  1862. 
lie  entered  the  service  as  a  member  of  Company 
E;,  Nuiely-fourth  Illinois  Infantry,  and  served 
until  mustered  out,  JUI3'  19,  1865,  after  the  close 
of  the  war.  IIis  regiment  was  in  the  Thirteenth 
Army  Corps  and  his  principal  field  of  service  was 
on  the  frontier.  The}-  were  first  ordei-ed  to  Mis- 
souri, and  thence  to  Arkansas  in  the  fall  of  the 
same  year.  He  participated  in  the  battle  of  Prai- 
rie Grove,  Ark.,  December  7,  1862;  took  part  in 
the  siege  of  Vicksburg  from  June  11  until  its  sur- 
render July  4,  1863;  and  was  next  ordered  to 
Louisiana,  where  he  took  i)art  in  the  skirmish  at 
Morganza  Bend,  after  which  he  went  to  New  Or- 
leans and  joined  Gen.  Banks'  Ueet  on  the  expedi- 
tion to  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande  River,  in 
Texas.  In  October  of  that  year,  the3'  took  pos- 
session of  Brownsville,  in  that  State,  and  were  on 
garrison  dut}'  at  that  point  until  August,  1864, 
when  they  returned  to  New  Orleans  and  joined 
the  siege  of  Ft.  Morgan,  Ala.  From  their  camp  at 
that  point  they  made  a  raid  west  of  Mobile.  In 
April,  1865,  he  took  part  in  the  siege  and  capture 
of  Spanish  Fort  and  Mobile.  After  taking  pos- 
session of  that  city,  they  returned  to  Texas  and 
were  stationed  at  Galveston  until  mustered  out. 
On  leaving  the  service,  Mr.  McMullen  returned  to 
his  home  in  McLean  County  and  engaged  in 
farming. 

On  the  4th  of  Julj',  1866,  our  subject  was  mar- 
ried, in  Bloomington,  111.,  to  Miss  Ada  J.  Trim- 
mer, a  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Mary  A.  (Stretch) 


Trimmer.  Mi-s.  MclMullen  was  born  in  McLean 
County,  where  her  people  had  settled  in  1840. 
Her  father  was  born  near  Trenton,  N.  J.,  and  was 
of  French  descent  on  liis  father's  side,  and  of  Ger- 
man on  the  mother's,  her  maiden  name  being 
Van  Dolah,  and  that  of  her  n.other  was  Lanter- 
nian.  Mr.  Trimmer  was  a  stanch  Republican  in 
politics  and  a  personal  friend  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 
He  was  accidentallj'  sliot  and  killed  while  on  his 
way  to  the  polls  to  cast  his  vote  for  the  "•Mart3'r 
President"  on  the  6th  of  November,  1860.  The 
parents  of  Mrs.  McMullen  made  their  liome  in 
Fayette  Countj-,  Ohio,  previous  to  coming  to  lUi 
nois,  and  the  mother  still  resides  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  McLean  County-. 

Nine  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  j\lc- 
Mullen,  of  whom  six  are  living:  Otho  J.,  Ettie  A.; 
Lula,  who  died  at  the  age  of  sis  and  one-half  years; 
Stella;  Orville,  who  died,  aged  two  years  and  three 
months;  Burtus  A.,  Noah  K.;  Nellie  0.,  who  died 
when  one  year  old;  and  Nettie  A.,  who  is  the 
youngest. 

In  the  fall  of  1867,  Mr.  McMullen  quit  farming 
and  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  in  Towanda, 
111.,  l)ut  sold  out  in  1869,  and  resumed  agricul- 
tural pursuits  in  Chene}-  Grove.  In  1875,  he 
again  gave  up  farming  and  removed  to  Bloom- 
ington, where  he  spent  one  j-ear  in  a  wholesale 
house,  after  which  he  came  to  Gibson  City.  The 
first  year  there  he  was  emplo3ed  in  a  grocery 
store,  then  carried  on  a  farm  for  three  ^ears,  and 
for  the  next  two  years  was  engaged  in  the  draj'- 
ing  business,  after  which  he  was  appointed  Post- 
master under  President  Arthur.  He  received  his 
commission  in  February,  1883,  and  served  for  four 
years,  since  which  time  he  has  been  engaged  in 
market  gardening  and  the  growing  of  small  fruits. 
He  has  a  valuable  tract  of  eight  acres,  lying  almost 
contiguous  to  the  northern   boundary  of  the  city. 

In  politics,  Mr.  McMullen  is  a  radical  Repub- 
lican and  has  served  two  terms  on  the  Gibson 
City  Board,  and  has  been  Tax  Collector  for  one 
term.  He  has  proved  a  faithful  and  efHcient  pub- 
lic officer  and  has  gained  the  respect  of  the  entire 
community.  He  belongs  to  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic,  holding  membership  with  Lott  Post 
No.  70,  of  Gibson  City.     In  their  religious  views, 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  McMulleii  alfiliale  with  the  church 
of  the  Unitefl  Brethren  in  Christ.  The  record 
shows  Mr.  McMullen  to  be  a  patriotic,  enterpris- 
ing and  reputable  citizen.  In  the  discharge  of 
official  duty,  he  was  ever  prompt,  correct  and 
obliging,  and  in  his  business  relations  his  integ- 
rity is  above  question,  and  his  general  course  has 
been  such  as  to  command  the  respect  and  esteem 
of  all  who  know  him. 


bOCKIIART  B.  FARRAR,  M.  D.  No  otlier 
phj'sician  has  so  long  resided  in  Paxton  as 
tlie  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch,  and  althougli  he  now  forms  no  business 
acquaintances,  practically  living  a  retired  life,  he 
yet  has  a  wide  acquaintance  tiiroughout  Ford  ajid 
adjoining  counties.  In  this  communit}',  to  say  one 
does  not  know  Di.  Farrar  is  almost  to  argue  oneself 
unknown.  He  was  l)orn  in  the  town  of  Laugdon, 
Sullivan  County,  N.  II.,  August  29,  1822,  and 
comes  of  an  old  English  family  tliat  traces  its  an- 
cestry back  to  the  time  of  the  Norman  conquest. 
The  date  of  its  settlement  in  America  is  1640. 
Isaac  Farrar,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Massachusetts,  August  10,  1719. 

George  Farrar,  father  of  the  Doctor,  was  born  in 
the  Bay  State  in  1765,  there  grew  to  manhood  and 
acquired  his  education.  He  was  twice  married,  his 
second  union  being  with  Abigail  Graves,  a  native 
of  Say  brook,  Conn.,  born  November  8,  1781.  Her 
father  was  a  native  of  New  England  and  a  pioneer 
of  New  Hampshire.  George  Farrar  died  in  Febru- 
ary, 1825,  when  the  Doctor  was  a  mere  child,  and 
his  wife  passed  away  May  1.3,  1861. 

Our  subject  remained  with  his  mother  until  a 
lad  of  nine  years,  when  he  spent  one  year  in  the 
home  of  an  uncle  and  then  began  farm  work,  wliich 
he  followed  for  six  years,  attending  school  during 
the  winter  season.  At  the  age  of  sixteen,  he  left 
the  farm  and  became  a  student  in  some  of  the 
higher  schools  and  academies  of  his  native  State, 
after  which  he  engaged  in  teaching  during  the 
winter  seasons,  while  in  tlie  summer  lie  furtlier 
pursued  his  studies.     At  length  he  determined  to 


engage  in  the  practice  of  medicine  and  to  this  end 
took  a  course  of  lectures  at  Woodstock,  Vt.  Af- 
terward he  took  a  second  course  in  tlie  Berkshire 
Medical  College,  of  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  the  fall  of  1848.  The  Doctor 
first  opened  an  otlice  in  Hollis,  N.  IL,  where  he 
prosecuted  his  chosen  profession  for  three  j'ears, 
removing  from  there  to  Manchester,  Mass.,  where 
he  continued  for  a  similar  period.  Dr.  Farrar  then 
took  u  supplementary  course  of  medical  lectures 
and  hospital  observations  at  New  York  and  Phila- 
delphia in  the  winter  of  1854-55.  The  following 
year  he  came  to  Illinois,  locating  in  Iroquois 
County,  wliere  he  bought  land  and  improved  and 
opened  up  a  farm,  following  agricultural  pursuits 
for  about  two  and  a  half  years.  He  then  aban- 
doned farming  and  in  1858  came  to  Paxton,  then 
a  village  of  about  half  a  dozen  residences  and  two 
stores.  He  resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession 
and  worked  up  an  extensive  busine.ss,  extending 
over  a  radius  of  from  fifteen  to  twenty  miles  in  all 
directions.  Once  more  he  abandoned  this  work,  in 
1869,  in  which  year  he  went  to  Ann  Arbor  and 
for  two  terms  was  a  student  in  the  law  department 
of  the  State  University,  from  which  lie  was  gradu- 
ated in  1871.  He  then  returned  to  Paxton,  and  to 
the  practice  of  law  devoted  his  energies  for  three 
years,  after  which  lie  once  more  resumed  medical 
practice.  In  the  meantime,  he  had  made  a  study 
of  homeopathy  and  now  combined  its  practice 
with  that  of  allopathy,  being  governed  b^'  his 
judgment  concerning  the  case  under  consideration. 

Dr.  Farrar  has  been  three  times  married.  On 
the  25th  of  April,  1849,  in  New  Hampshire,  he 
wedded  Miss  Frances  Maria  Graves,  also  a  native 
of  the  Granite  State  and  a  daughter  of  Caleb  P. 
and  Rebecca  Graves.  She  died  in  Paxton  ,  Novem- 
ber 16,  1863,  leaving  a  daughter,  Ellen,  whose 
death  occurred  at  the  age  of  six  years. 

On  the  22d  of  June,  1864,  the  Doctor  led  to  the 
marriage  altar  Miss  Ellen  M.  Kirkaldie,  a  native 
of  Michigan,  and  her  death  occurred  April  2,  1874. 
There  was  also  one  daughter  born  of  this  union, 
Ellen  M.,  born  March  30,  1874.  She  was  left 
ii)(itlicrl(-.s  wlicii  iiiily  tliree  days  old.  She  was 
reared  and  educated  in  I'axton  and  on  the  12th  of 
October,  1889,  in    her  sixteenth  year,  became  the 
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wife  of  George  W.  Grossman,  of  Garland, Tex.  She 
was  called  to  her  final  home  April  28,  1891.  On 
the  4th  of  November,  1875,  in  Chieago,  Dr.  Farrar 
married  I.aiua  F,.  Stearns,  a  native  of  Vermont,  and 
a  lady  of  intelligence  and  culture.  She  is  a  gr.ad- 
uate  of  the  Hahnemann  Medic.il  C'dliegc  of  Chi- 
cago, of  the  Cliiss  of   '72. 

The  Doctor  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Congregational  Churcii  and  tin-oughoiit  this  com- 
munity are  held  in  high  log.ud.  The  Doctor  is 
not  now  engaged  in  active  practice  but  is  living 
retired.  He  owns  some  valuable  land  in  and  ad- 
joining the  city,  and  the  property  he  acquired 
in  former  years  is  sufficient  to  keep  him  comforta- 
bly through  his  remain'.ng  days.  He  has  always 
been  a  great  reader  and  has  quite  an  extensive 
library.  Among  the  jjioneers  of  the  county,  Dr. 
Farrar  is  numbered,  and  few  have  a  wider  acquaint- 
ance and  none  are  held  in  higher  regard  in  the 
cjmmunitv  than  the  suliject  of  this  sketch. 


^^iB 


'1^ 


f^  OHN  KARR,  who  is  now  living  a  retired  life 

in  Paxton.  is  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  State, 

^_N    I    but  has  long  been  a  prominent  citizen  of 

(fry) 

^^f)    Ford    County.     He  was  bonj   in    Harrison 

Countj-,  Ohio,  May  22,  1826,  and  is  a  son  of  Rob- 
ert Karr,  who  was  a  native  of  Washington  County, 
Pa.  The  Karr  family  is  of  Scotch  extraction,  but 
the  mother  of  our  subject  was  of  Irish  descent.  Her 
maiden  name  w.as  Mary  Endsley,  and  she  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania.  In  the  family'  were  seven  chil- 
dren, the  eldest  of  whom  is  our  subject;  Isabella, 
the  next  younger,  is  the  wife  of  John  McKinsey,  a 
resident  farmer  of  Michigan;  Nancy  is  the  widow 
of  .James  McKinsey,  a  farmer  of  Summit  County, 
Ohio;  Andrew  lives  near  the  old  homestead  in 
Ohio;  Robert  follows  agricultural  pursuits  in  Wall 
Township,  this  county;  Mary  J.,  who  became  the 
wife  of  John  Duncan,  died  in  186.5;  Matilda, 
the  wife  of  Alonzo  Bradley,  resides  in  Michigan. 
The  father  of  these  children  was  called  to  his  final 
rest  in  1881,  but  the  mother  passed  away  in  1840. 
They  were  both  members  of  the  United  Presbyte- 
rian   Church    and   were    highl}-  respected    people. 


After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  the  father  married 
Martha  Young.  In-  whom  he  had  three  children: 
Elizabeth  A.  is  married  and  living  in  Summit 
County,  Ohio;  Martha  E.,  wife  of  John  Dougharty, 
of  Coshocton  County,  Ohio;  James  A.  is  deceased. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  our 
subject,  who  received  the  educational  advantages 
afforded  by  the  district  schools  of  the  neighbor- 
hood, and  remained  at  home  upon  his  father's  farm 
until  ninetet'n  years  of  age,  wlien  he  started  out  to 
earn  his  own  livelihood.  He  began  for  himself  by 
learning  the  blacksmith's  trade,  and  for  many 
years  followed  that  occu|)ation.  As  a  companion 
and  helpmate  on  life's  journey,  he  chose  Miss  Mary 
Klingelsmith,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Mary  Kling- 
elsmith,  her  father  being  of  German  descent.  Their 
union  was  celebrated  June  14,  1849,  and  unto 
them  were  born  six  children,  as  follows:  Mitcliel  A., 
who  is  now  engaged  in  farming  in  Sioux  County, 
Iowa;  James  C,  who  follows  farming  in  Sioux 
County,  Iowa;  Robert  A.,  a  retired  agriculturist  of 
Paxton;  Alexander  S.,  who  is  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits  in  Sioux  County,  Iowa,  and  (ieorge 
Washington,  also  a  retired  farmer,  who  makes  his 
home  in  Paxton;  Thomas  M.  died  in  infancy-. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Karr  erected  a  black- 
smith shop  which  he  carried  on  in  connection  with 
general  farming,  and  in  the  county  of  his  nativity 
he  continued  to  make  his  home  until  the  autumn 
of  18,58,  when  he  came  West  by  team,  making  his 
first  location  in  Carrol  County,  near  Camden,  hid. 
Mr.  Karr  there  rented  land  and  made  his  home  for 
about  a  y^ar.  after  which  he  went  to  Iroquois 
County.  III..  ;in.!  resided  upon  a  rented  farm  for 
two  years.  He  tliei;  purcimsed  one  hundred  and 
sixtj'  acres  of  good  farming  land,  but  two  years 
later  sold  out  and  came  to  Ford  County.  Again 
he  made  a  purch.ase  of  land,  this  time  becoming  the 
owner  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  in  Button 
Township,  to  which  he  afterward  added  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  and  carried  on  general  farm- 
ing until  1878,  when  he  rented  his  land  and  came 
to  Paxton.  , 

In  187G,  Mr.  Karr  was  called  upon  to  mourn  the 
loss  of  his  wife,  who  died  on  the  12th  of  March 
and  was  laid  to  rest  in  (Jlenn  Cemetery,  of  Paxton. 
In   June.  1877,  he  was  again    maiiied,  his  second 
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uuiou  being  with  Margaret  Simmons.  His  marriage 
has  been  blessed  b3^  one  daughter,  Sadie  E.,  who  is 
still  with  her  parents.  They  h.Tve  apleas.ant  home 
in  Paxtou  aud  are  surrounded  b\'  man3'  friends 
who  esteem  tliem  highly  for  their  many  excellen- 
cies of  character. 

On  his  removal  to  the  city,  Mr.  Karr  opened  a 
grocery  store  and  engaged  in  business  in  that  line 
for  two  years,  after  which  he  returned  to  his  farm, 
making  it  his  liome  until  1888.  In  that  year,  he 
purchased  property  in  Paxton,  again  rented  his 
farm  and  once  more  came  to  the  city,  where  he  is 
now  living  a  retired  life,  resting  in  the  enjojment 
of  the  fruits  of  former  toil.  In  his  political  affil- 
iations, he  is  a  Prohibitionist.  He  served  his  town- 
ship as  Commissioner  of  Highways  for  fourteen 
years,  a  fact  which  indicates  his  faithfulness  to 
duty  and  the  trust  reposed  in  him  by  liis  fellow- 
townsmen.  With  the  United  Presbyterian  Church 
lie  and  his  wife  hold  membersliip,  and  in  all  public 
interests  calculated  to  benefit  the  community  he 
bears  a  share.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  Ford 
County  for  a  third  of  a  centuiy  and  is  recognized 
as  one  of  its  most  worthy  citizens. 


^ 
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aARL  F.  CARLSON,  who  is  engaged  in  gen- 
eral farming  on  section  18,  Patton  Town- 
ship, was  born  in  Sweden,  on  the  22d  of 
August,  1834,  and  in  the  usual  manner  of  farmer's 
lads  was  reared  to  manhood.  He  also  acquired  a 
fair  education  in  his  native  tongue.  After  he  had 
arrived  at  man's  estate,  he  was  married,  in  June, 
1857,  to  Miss  Louisa  Nelson,  who  was  born  and 
reared  in  Sweden.  The  wedding  tour  of  the 
3'Oung  couple  consisted  of  the  voyage  to  America, 
for  they  had  determined  to  try  their  fortune  in  the 
New  AVorld,  of  whose  advantages  and  privileges 
thej'  had  heard  much.  They  took  passage  on  a 
sailing-vessel  at  Hamburg,  and  after  nine  weeks 
and  three  days  spent  on  the  broad  Atlantic,  a 
pleasant  voyage  was  ended  by  their  arrival  m  New 
York.  They  at  once  started  "West  b3'  way  of  Al- 
banj-,  going  b}-  rail  to  Buffalo,  across  the  Lakes  to 
Detroit  and  thence  by  rail  to  Chicago. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carlson  made  their  first  location 
in  Marshall  County,  where  they  had  acquaintances 
living.  This  was  the  beginning  of  a  new  epoch 
in  their  lives.  Thej'  both  began  working  for  an 
American  farmer,  and  after  a  year,  Mr.  Carlson,  in 
company  with  others,  went  to  Kansas,  took  a  claim 
in  Butler  Count}',  and  built  a  log  house,  and 
there  remained  f oi-  a  few  weeks.  He  then  returned 
to  his  wife  and  was  again  emplo3'ed  by  the  farmer 
before  mentioned,  clearing  and  developing  land, 
while  tlie  wife  did  the  work  of  a  domestic.  Thus 
two  years  passed,  during  whieli  time  Mr.  Carlson 
purchased  a  team  and  the  implements  necessar}-  for 
farming.  He  then  rented  land  in  Putnam  County, 
but  afterwards  returned  to  ^Marshall  County,  where 
he  continued  to  operate  a  rented  farm  until  1863. 
In  that  year  he  c.ime  to  Ford  Count3'  and  bought  a 
tract  of  railroad  land  of  eighty  acres,  the  greater 
part  of  whicii  was  in  its  primitive  condition,  but 
he  at  once  began  breaking,  fenced  it  and  built  a 
small  but  comfortable  Iioine.  After  he  had  suc- 
ceeded in  paying  for  this  farm,  he  made  a  purchase 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  a  lialf  mile  west, 
and  since  that  time  has  also  bought  one  hundred 
and  eighty -seven  acres  adjoining  his  home  farm. 
We  can  see  from  this  that  Mr.  Carlson  has  pros- 
pered. There  were  many  hardships  to  be  borne, 
man3'  difficulties  to  be  overcome,  but  he  Labored  on 
untiringly  and  the  success  which  is  the  reward  of 
persistent  effort  at  length  came  to  him.  He  now 
owns  four  hundred  and  twenty-seven  acres  of  val- 
uable land,  well  imiirovcd.  The  little  home  lias 
long  since  been  replaced  by  a  commodious  and 
substantial  residence;  good  barns  and  other  out- 
buildings liave  been  erected,  and  over  $2,000  worth 
of  tiling  has  been  put  on  the  place.  He  also  owns 
residence  property  in  Elliott. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carlson  have  be«n  born  six 
children,  who  are  yet  living:  August,  who  is  now 
married  and  operates  one  of  his  father's  farms: 
BetS3-,  wife  of  William  Westland,  a  resident 
farmer  of  this  county;  Amanda,  wife  of  Albert 
Froid,  a  farmer  of  thiscount3';  Frank,  who  is  mar- 
ried and  follows  agricultural  pursuits  in  Patton 
Township;  Albert  and  Lynda  at  home.  The3'  also 
lost  four  children:  Mary  S.,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  fourteen    years;    Ida,   who   died   at  the  age  of 
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twelve  years;  Albert,  whose  death  occurred  at  the 
age  of  ten,  dying  of  smallpox  in  March,  1874,  and 
Ludwick,  who  was  drowned  in  the  creek  near  his 
home  in  1888,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carlson  are  members  of  the  Luth- 
eran Church,  and,  in  iiolitics,  he  is  independent, 
voting  for  the  man  whom  he  thinks  best  qualified 
to  fill  the  olHce,  regardless  of  party  affiliations. 
He  has  helped  to  make  Ford  County  what  it  is  to- 
day, and  his  enterprising  and  progressive  spirit 
lias  made  liim  one  of  its  valued  citizens.  His  life 
may  well  serve  to  encourage  others  who,  like  him- 
self, have  to  begin  empty-handed,  dei)ending  only 
on  their  own  exertions.  He  may  truly  be  called 
a  self  made  man,  for  his  success  is  due  entirel}*  to 
his  own  efforts,  and  he  is  now  one  of  the  wealthy 
men  of  the  comtiiunitv.  In  his  intercourse  with 
his  fellow-men,  he  has  ever  been  straightforward 
and  honorable,  thus  winning  the  confidence  of  all. 


!)RUMAN  D.  SPALDING,  of  the  firm  of 
Eggleston  &  Spalding,  dealers  in  lumber, 
yj  gi'ain  and  coal  of  Gibson  City,  is  a  native 
of  the  Empire  State.  He  was  born  in  Lewiston, 
Niagara  County,  on  tlic  loth  of  March,  1839,  and 
is  a  son  of  Sterne  and  Caroline  (Dewey)  Spaldibg. 
The  parents  were  also  natives  of  New  York,  in  which 
State  they  were  reared  and  married  and  there  re- 
sided until  tlie  spring  of  18.58,  when  they  removed 
to  Steuben  County,  Ind.  It  was  in  March,  I860, 
that  they  left  their  home  in  that  county  and  be- 
came residents  of  Palmyra,  Lenawee  County, 
Mich.,  wliere  the  father  died  in  1871.  The  mother 
still  survives.  She  came  to  Gibson  in  1873,  and 
resides  with  her  son,  Truman  D.,  at  tiie  advanced 
age  of  eighty-three  years. 

The  subject  of  this  sketeli  was  a  man  of  nine- 
teen years  when  he  left  his  native  State  and 
with  his  parents  went  to  Indiana,  where  he  taught 
school.  He  also  accompanied  tliein  on  their  re- 
moval to  Michigan.  His  education  was  aciiuired 
in  the  High  School  and  at  the  Commercial  College, 
of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  In  1862,  he  went  to  Chicago, 
where  he  secured  a  position  with  a  lumber  firm,  and 


was  thus  employed  as  shipping  clerk,  foreman  and 
salesman  until  March,  1871,  when  he  came  to  Gib- 
son, then  a  railway  station  only  just  established 
and  with  onl}-  five  houses  in  the  place.  After  sat- 
isfj'ing  himself  that  this  was  a  favorable  location 
for  a  lumber-yard,  he  returned  to  Chicago  and  on 
the  1st  of  April  following  came  to  Gibson  as  a 
permanent  settler,  opening  a  lumber-yard  in  this 
place.  He  hauled  his  lumber  from  Paxton  during 
the  following  summer,  for  the  railroad  was  not 
completed  until  the  succeeding  September.  The 
first  car  unloaded  at  Gibson  was  freighted  by  Mr. 
Spalding  on  tlie  Illinois  Central  Railroad  and  con- 
tained his  houseliold  goods  and  some  lumber.  It 
was  unkiadcd  on  the  4tli  of  Septeinl)er,  1871. 

The  firm  of  which  Jlr.  Spalding  was  a  member 
was  composed  of  the  following  named  gentlemen: 
Truman  D.  Spalding,  ^V.  II.  Sinims  and  E.  H.  Eld- 
ridge,  and  the  firm  was  styled  Spalding,  Simms  & 
Co.  After  two  years,  Mr.  Simms  bought  out  Mr. 
Eldridge's  interest  and  the  firm  name  was  changed 
to  Simms  &  Spalding,  under  which  title  business 
was  continued  until  August,  1878,  when  Mr. 
Spalding  purchased  liis  partner's  interest  and  was 
alone  in  business  until  1880,  when  George  S. 
Eggleston  bought  an  interest  and  the  existing 
firm  of  Eggleston  it  Spalding  was  organized. 
These  gentlem.en  are  extensively  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  drain  tile,  which  industry  they  es- 
tablislied  in  Gibson  in  1880.  Tiiey  are  also  buy- 
ing and  shipping  gniin  at  other  stations  than  Gib- 
son, including  Guthrie  and  Ilarpster  on  the  Illi- 
nois Central,  and  at  (Tarber  and  Proctor  on  the 
Wabash  Railroad,  having  elevators  at  Guthrie, 
Garberand  Gibson;  tliey  also  continue  to  handle 
lumber  and  other  building  material. 

On  the  19th  of  April,  1868,  Mr.  Spalding  was 
married  in  Fremont,  Ind.,  the  lad}-  of  his  choice 
being  Miss  Wealthy  K.  Dewey,  a  native  of  Mon- 
roe, Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of  Truman  C.  Dewey. 
Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  two  sons:  Harry 
L.  and  Fred  M.  The  last-named  is  a  student  in 
the  civil  engineering  class  of  the  University  of 
Illinois  in  Cham})aign. 

Mr.  Si)alding  exercises  his  right  of  franchise  in 
support  of  the  Republican  part3',  being  a  Blaine 
Republican,  and  is  the  present  Mayor,  being  elected 
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on  the  anti-license  ticket  in  1891  and  again  in 
1892;  he  also  was  the  first  to  hold  that  olfice  on  the 
organization  of  the  town  in  1872.  Socially,  he  is 
a  member  of  the  Roj-al  Templars  of  Temperance, 
of  Gibson  City  Council,  No.  32,  and  has  been  Sec- 
retary and  Treasurer  of  that  body.  He  is  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  enterpris- 
ing business  men  of  Gibson  City,  and  has  always 
borne  a  conspicuous  part  in  aiding  all  worthy  pub- 
lic enterprises  that  are  calculated  to  improve  and 
develop  the  city  and  county.  His  course  has  ever 
been  that  of  an  upright  business  man,  whose  in- 
tegrity and  good  name  have  been  above  reproach. 
In  the  spring  of  1873,  the  Gibson  District  Fair 
Association  was  organized,  with  Dr.  J.  E.  Davis, 
President;  J.  H.  Collier,  Treasurer;  and  T.  D.  Spald- 
ing, Secretary,  which  office  he  held  for  two  years. 
He  was  then  elected  Treasurer  for  the  next  year  and 
the  following  year  General  Superintendent.  In 
1880,  lie  was  appointed  Township  School  Treasurer, 
which  office  he  has  lield  continuously  since. 
In  January,  1881,  at  a  meeting  of  the  State  Tile- 
makers'  Association,  held  at  Springfield,  111.,  he 
was  elected  Secretary  of  the  association,  and  re- 
elected again  in  1882  and  1883  and  in  1890  was 
elected  President  of  the  association.  He  was  one 
of  the  first  in  the  township  to  advocate  the  making 
of  gravel  roads  and  it  was  through  his  efforts  that 
tiie  first  appropriation  of  $300  was  made  for  mak- 
ing a  trial  piece  of  road,  in  1883,  of  one-half  mile. 
So  great  was  the  success  of  the  piece,  that  the  town- 
ship now  has  about  fifteen  miles  of  good  gravel 
road. 
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UILLIAM  POWELL,  the  only  merchant  in 
Gibson  City  that  carries  on  an  exclusively- 
\5^^  boot  and  shoe  store,  is  a  native  of  Kos- 
ciusko County,  Ind.,  born  November  14,  1841. 
His  grandfather,  Philip  Powell,  was  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  Indiana,  to  which  State  he  emigrated 
from  Kentucky.  The  father  of  our  subject,  who 
also  bore  the  name  of  William  Powell,  was  a  native 
of  Kentucky  and  by  occupation  was  a  farmer.  On 
reaching  manhood  he  returned  to  Kentucky  and 
there  married  Miss  Sarah  Kelso,  who  was  a  native 


of  that  State.  Returning  to  Indiana,  they  made 
that  tlieir  home  until  the  death  of  the  wife  and 
mother,  soon  after  which  Mr.  Powell  removed  to 
Darke  County,  Ohio,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the 
stock  business.  In  1856,  he  came  to  McLean  County, 
111.,  and  later  went  to  Clarke  County,  Iowa,  but 
came  again  to  the  former  county',  passing  his  last 
days  there  with  our  subject. 

William  Powell,  Jr.,  was  only  six  years  of  age 
when  his  mother  died,  and  some  two  years  later 
went  to  live  with  an  uncle  in  Fayette  County, 
Ohio,  where  he  made  his  home  for  some  time, 
working  on  the  farm  and  attending  the  district 
schools  of  the  neighborhood.  In  1856,  he  accom- 
panied his  father  to  Illinois  and  also  went  on  with 
him  to  Iowa.  Wlien  the  gold  excitement  at  Pike's 
Peak  ran  high  in  1860,  he  journeyed  tliither,  but 
after  mining  a  sliort  time  he  returned  the  same 
year  to  Iowa  and  afterward  located  in  McLean 
County,  this  State. 

On  the  4th  of  October,  1864,  Mr.  Powell  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  E,lizabeth  E.  Bunn,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Mary  A.  (Wiley)  Bunn.  Mr. 
Bunn  was  born  in  Bucks  County,  Pa.,  and  his  wife 
was  a  native  of  Switzerland  Countj-,  Ind.  Both 
were  early  settlers  of  McLean  Count}',  111.,  where 
their  marriage  was  celebrated.  On  their  arrival  in 
that  county,  the  country  was  almost  an  unbroken 
prairie  and  game  of  all  kinds  was  veiT  plentiful. 
Mr.  Bunn  has  the  distinction  of  having  hauled  from 
Chicago  the  lumber  to  build  the  first  schoolhouse 
and  the  first  church  in  Martin  Township,  McLean 
Count}'.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  a 
man  of  sterling  worth.  He  passed  away  at  the  age 
of  fifty-six,  and  his  estimable  wife  was  fifty-four 
years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her  death.  Mrs.  Powell 
is  the  oldest  of  their  ten  children,  two  sons  and 
eight  daughters,  and  is  a  native  of  McLean  Count}', 
born  on  the  19th  of  August,  1844. 

Soon  after  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Powell, 
they  located  in  Martin  Township  of  her  native 
county,  purchasing  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land,  mostly  on  credit,  and  devoted  their  united 
efforts  to  its  payment  and  improvement.  Assisted 
by  his  estimalile  wife,  our  subject  became  one  of 
the  substantial  fanners  of  the  community,  where 
he  was  widely  and  favorably  known.     In  1886,  he 
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removed  to  Gibson  Citj'  and  engaged  in  the  boot 
and  shoe  trade,  carrying  a  full  and  complete  line 
of  the  latest  st^'les.  Notwithstanding  strong  op- 
position, lie  has  built  up  a  good  trade  and  is  one  of 
the  successful  merchants  of  the  place. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Powell  were  born  eight  chil- 
dren, of  whom  live  are  still  living,  as  follows: 
Lucius  M.,  L3dia  E.,  Wiley  K.,  Shelby  C.  and 
Bertie  E.  Mr.  Powell  is  an  active  worker  in  the 
Christian  Church  and  his  wife  a  Methodist  in  re- 
ligious belief.  In  political  sentiment,  he  is  an  un- 
compromising Prohibitionist  and  while  in  McLean 
County  held  a  number  of  otticial  positions,  includ- 
ing that  of  Collector,  School  Director  and  others. 
Not  a  little  credit  is  due  our  subject  and  ins  worthy 
wife,  for,  beginning  life  in  limited  circumstances, 
they  have  by  their  own  efforts  accumulated  a  val- 
ual)le  property  to  leave  to  their  children ;  but  bet- 
ter than  all  tiiey  will  leave  them  the  priceless  heri- 
tage of  a  good  example.  They  stand  high  in  social 
circles  and  have  many  friends  in  this  community. 


\SCAR  HENRY  DAMON,  a  retired  merchant 
of  Gibson  City,  is  a  native  of  the  old  Granite 
^^g/  State.  He  was  born  in  Hanover,  N.  II.,  May 
24,  1835,  and  is  a  son  of  Ebenezer  and  Chloe  A. 
(Lawrence)  Damon.  The  founder  of  the  fainily 
in  tlie  United  States  was  Deacon  John  Damon,  who 
emigrated  from  Reading,  England,  to  Reading, 
Mass.,  about  tlie  middle  of  the  seventeen tii  centurv. 
His  son  Samuel  emigrated  to  Dedham,  jNIass.,  and  in 
tlie  line  of  descent  was  followed  by  Samuel,  Eben- 
ezer and  Benjamin.  The  Last-named  married  Anna 
Pratt  and  removed  to  Ashby,  Mass.  Their  son, 
Benjamin,  wedded  Fannie  Jasef  and  .afterward 
liecame  a  resident  of  Kirby,  XL 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Aslil)y, 
Mass.,  November  4,  1806,  and  wedded  Chloe  A. 
Lawrence,  in  Lyndon,  Vt.,  November  .'),  1832.  She 
was  born  in  Kirby,  that  State,  March  1,  1812,  and 
is  descended  from  .John  Lawrence,  of  Ashton  Hall, 
in  Derby,  England,  and  I\Iary  Townley,  of  Town- 
ley  Hall,  Manchester  County.  Tliis  3-oung  couple 
eloped,  came  to  the  United  States  about  1712,  and 


are  sard  to  have  located  in  Massachusetts.  Large 
estates  were  left  by  both  families,  and  rightfully 
belong  to  their  heirs,  but  as  the  .young  couple  did 
not  keep  up  correspondence  with  their  relatives  in 
England,  it  is  now  difficult  to  prove  who  are  the 
rightful  heirs. 

The  father  of  our  subject  in  early  life  engaged 
in  merchandising  and  subsequently  traveled  for 
the  Fairbanks'  Scale  Company,  of  St.  .Johnsbury, 
Vt.  Going  to  Lawrence,  Mass.,  he  there  resided 
for  some  six  years  ami  aided  in  the  construction 
of  the  Pacific  Woolen  and  Cotton  Mills.  In  1856,  he 
emigrated  to  Adams  County.  Wis.,  and  some  four 
j-ears  later  to  La  Salle  County,  111.,  where  he  died 
in  1871.  The  death  of  his  wife  occurred  in  1890, 
at  the  home  of  our  subject.  In  their  family  were 
six  children,  four  sons  and  two  daughters:  Dr.  O. 
B.  Damon,  who  w.as  acting  Assistant  Surgeon  in 
the  navy  for  four  years  during  tlie  late  war,  is  now 
a  practicing  phj-sician  of  Chicago;  Albert  O.,  who 
went  out  as  a  private  of  Battery  K,  Second  Illinois 
Light  Artillery,  was  detailed  as  Post  Ordnance  Ser- 
geant at  Columbus,  Ky.,  and  later  promoted  to  Ad- 
jutant of  the  Fourth  Heavy  Artiller}^,  United 
States  Colored  Troops,  is  in  business  at  Olympia, 
Wash. 

Oscar  II.  Damon  is  the  second  child  of  the  family 
in  order  of  l)irth.  He  received  a  common-school 
education  and  when  twenty  years  of  age  began 
life  for  himself.  He  visited  Wisconsin  and  Iowa, 
after  which  he  returned  to  the  East,  and  in  1859 
joined  his  brother  in  a  mercantile  l)usiness  in  Rut- 
land. 111.  To  the  interests  of  his  store  he  devoted 
his  attention  until  the  15th  of  October,  1861,  when 
he  laid  aside  all  business  cares  and,  respond- 
ing to  the  country's  call  for  troops,  enlisted  in 
Battery  K,  Second  Illinois  Light  Artillery.  A 
month  longer  and  he  would  have  served  three 
years,  when  he  was  discharged,  September  14,  1864, 
at  Natchez,  Miss.,  on  .account  of  ill  health. 

Returning  to  La  Salle  County,  ISIr.  Damon  again 
engaged  in  merchandising  in  Rutland,  and  was  ap- 
pointed Postmaster  at  that  place.  In  1866,  he  went 
to  Canada  and  embarked  in  the  drug  business  at 
Coaticook,  (Quebec,  where  lie  continued  operations 
for  nine  years,  when  he  was  forced  to  sell  out  on 
account  of  ill  health.     After  spending  two  years 
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on  the  Pacific  Slope  lie  went  to  Chicago,  where  he 
remained  until  1878.  That  year  witnessed  his  ar- 
rival in  Gibson  City,  where  he  came  to  look  after 
and  improve  his  lands. 

On  the  19th  of  May,  1866,  Mr.  Damon  was  uni- 
ted in  marriage  to  Mrs.  Margaret  A.  Lott,  widow 
of  J.  B.  Lott.  Mr.  Damon  is  an  Polder  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  Superintendent  of  theSvinday- 
scliool.  His  wife  belongs  to  the  Cliristian  Church, 
of  which  she  is  a  Trustee,  and  teacher  in  the  Sun- 
day-school, and  takes  an  active  part  in  benevolent 
and  charitable  works.  In  politics,  Mr.  Damon 
is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  has  served  as  Town 
Clerk  and  as  a  member  and  President  of  the  Village 
Board.  He  is  Secretary  of  the  County  Sunday- 
school  Association,  and  is  an  active  worker  in  Lott 
Post,  No.  70,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Gibson  City,  having 
served  two  terms  as  Post  Commander  and  being 
now  Post  Adjutant.  By  his  own  efforts,  he  has 
made  a  competence,  and  by  his  upright  life  and 
sterling  worth  has  won  the  liighest  regard  of  all 
with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact.  His  duties  of 
citizenship  have  ever  been  faithfully  performed 
and  he  has  been  true  to  every  trust  reposed  in 
him. 


^>-^^<\ 


(Q>— 


?)OLBERT  B.  STRAUSS,  M.  D.,  one  of  the 
longest  established  physicians  in  Gibson 
City,  was  born  in  Waj'ne  County,  Ohio, 
November  6,  1845.  Four  generations  remote, 
the  Strauss  family  came  from  Germany  to  Amer- 
ica. The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Bucks 
County,  Pa.,  in  August,  1813,  there  grew  to  man- 
hood and  learned  the  trade  of  a  harness-maker. 
When  a  young  man,  he  removed  to  Wayne 
Count}',  Ohio,  where  he  married  Effa  Woodruff,  a 
lady  of  English  descent  and  a  native  of  New 
.Jersey.  In  the  fall  of  1866,  they  came  to  Paxton, 
IlL,  where  Mr.  Strauss  engaged  in  farming  and 
subsequently  carried  on  his  trade.  In  1872,  he 
and  his  wife  removed  to  Iloopeston,  Vermilion 
County,  where  they  still  reside  at  the  ages  of 
seventy-nine  and  seventy-six  years,  respective!}'. 
Both  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and 
are   highly  respected    people.      In    politics,   Mr. 


Strau.ss  was  a  Democrat  until  the  rise  of  the  Re- 
publican party  to  which  he  has  since  adhered.  In 
their  family  are  seven  living  children,  two  of 
whom  are  phjsicians — our  subject  and  Louis  M., 
the  latter  practicing  in  Iloopeston. 

Dr.  Strauss,  whose  name  heads  this  record,  is  the 
eldest  child.  He  received  a  High-School  edu- 
cation in  Fredericksburg  |)rior  to  the  war,  and  in 
August,  1862,  enlisted  in  Compan.y  D.  One  Ilun- 
died  and  Twentieth  Ohio  Infantry,  being  not 
quite  seventeen  years  of  age  at  the  time.  The 
regiment  was  called  to  the  Department  of  the 
Gulf.  The  first  engagement  of  importance  in 
which  he  participated  was  under  Gen.  Sherman  at 
'N'icksburg,  and  he  also  took  jiart  in  the  capture  of 
Arkansaw  Post,  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  the  Ijattle 
of  Jackson  and  the  Red  River  campaign.  While 
ascending  the  Red  River  to  Alexandria  on  trans- 
ports, the  ''City  Belle"  was  destroyed  and  the 
greater  part  of  the  regiment  was  captured,  but  Mr. 
Strauss,  with  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven, 
escai)ed  on  the  opposite  bank.  The\'  got  together, 
and,  under  cover  of  night,  crossed  the  stream  in  a 
skiff,  reaching  Alexandria  the  next  day.  What  was 
left  of  this  regiment  was  consolidated  with  the 
Forty-eighth  Ohio  and  was  in  the  campaign  that 
resulted  in  the  fall  of  Mobile.  Subsequently,  they 
were  transferred  to  the  One  Hundred  and  F(_)ur- 
teentli  Ohio  Regiment  and  were  sent  to  Texas. 
The  Doctor  was  mustered  out  on  the  14th  of  Octo- 
ber, 186.5,  at  Houston,  Tex.  He  had  been  jjio- 
moted  to  Sergeant  Major  in  1864,  but  the  records 
were  burned  with  the  "City  Belle,"  destroying  all 
evidence  of  his  promotion. 

On  being  discharged  from  the  service,  Mr. 
Strauss  returned  to  Fredericksburg,  Ohio,  and 
there  attended  an  academy.  The  following  3'ear 
he  came  with  his  parents  to  Paxton.  111.,  and  for 
some  nine  years  was  engaged  in  teaching.  In  the 
meantime,  he  had  determined  to  engage  in  the 
practice  of  medicine  and  studied  to  lit  himself  for 
that  work  under  Dr.  J.  M.  Waters,  formerly  of 
Gibson  City.  After  three  j-ears'  private  study,  he 
attended  lectures  at  the  Rush  Medical  College,  and 
in  1878,  on  examination,  was  licensed  to  jjractice 
by  the  State  Board  of  Health.  Thereupon  he  lo- 
cated in  Gibson  City,  where  he  has  since  engaged 
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in  the  prosecution  of  his  profession,  to  whicli  he 
devotes  his  entire  time  and  attention  with  most 
excellent  results. 

In  Paxton,  in  March,  18G9,  tlie  Doctor  led  to 
the  marriage  altar  Miss  Anna  George,  a  native  of 
Ohio,  and  unto  them  were  horn  two  sons:  Vernon, 
an  art  student  in  Chicago;  and  Bryson,  who  is  em- 
ployed in  tlie  Mattinson  &  Wilson  Bank,  of  Gib- 
son City.  The  mother,  who  was  a  member  of  tlie 
Presbyterian  Cliurch,  died  in  August,  1872.  In 
October,  1878,  the  Doctor  wedded  Sarah  E.  Mc 
Keever,  and  they  have  three  children:  Ethel  M., 
Elizabeth  W.  and  Charles  E.  The  parents  are  both 
active  workers  ,in  the  Presbyterian  Cliurch,  of 
which  Dr.  Strauss  is  an  Elder. 

Politically,  he  is  a  Republican,  and  is  a  member 
of  Lott  Post  No.  70,  G.  A.  R.,  of  which  he  is  Sur- 
geon; also  belongs  to  the  Central  Illinois  Medical 
Society.  For  fourteen  years  he  has  been  in  .active 
practice,  and  is  accounted  one  of  the  leading  physi- 
cians and  surgeons  of  the  county. 


eHRlSTOPHER  ANDERSON,  one  of  the 
most  prominent  citizens  of  Roberts,  en- 
gaged  in  the  banking  business,  is  a  native 
of  Scotland.  lie  was  born  in  Sanquhar,  Dumfries- 
shire, Scotland,  April  28,  1812,  and  was  the  sixth 
in  a  family  of  seven  children,  four  of  whom  are 
yet  living,  namely:  Mary,  wife  of  Alexander 
Smart,  late  of  Rutherglen,  Scotland;  James,  who 
resides  near  Glasgow,  Scotland;  Christopher,  of 
this  sketch;  Jeanie,  wife  of  George  Campbell,  a 
banker  of  Piper  City.  The  father,  Adam  (Good- 
let)  Anderson,  was  born  December  14,  1809,  re- 
ceived a  liberal  educatioji  and  was  a  mining  engi- 
neer by  profession.  He  married  Martha  Hamilton, 
daughter  of  Capt.  James  Hamilton,  who  was  a  vol- 
unteer in  the  British   armj-.     Mr.  Anderson   died 

1  October  15,  1886, and  his  wife  passed  away  in  1858. 

I  Our  subject  spent  the  first  six  3'ears  of  his  life  in 
his  native  county  and  then  went  to  Morrison's 
Haven,  his  father  being  the  manager  of  coal  mines 
belonging  to  Sir  George  Grant  Suttie.  Christo- 
pher acquired  his   education    in    the    Musselburg 


grammar  school,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  began 
serving  an  apprenticeship  in  the  Audit  Account- 
ant's office  of  the  Edinburgh  &  Glasgow  Railroad 
Company  at  Glasgow,  where  he  remained  for  five 
3'ears.  He  then  joined  his  father  in  the  coal  inter- 
ests, going  to  Dumbartonshire,  where  he  remained 
until  his  emigration  to  America.  He  sailed  from 
Glasgow  on  the  4th  of  July,  1866,  for  Montreal, 
where  he  arrived  after  a  voyage  of  fourteen  days, 
and  then  went  to  Chicago,  and  thence  to  Marshall 
County,  111.,  where  lie  spent  the  autumn  with  an 
uncle.  During  that  time,  he  purchased  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  Lyman  Township, 
Ford  County, and  in  1872  entered  into  partnership 
in  general  merchandising  with  J.  A.  Monteliusand 
George  Campbell,  in  Roberts,  111.  There  were 
only  four  stores  in  the  village  at  that  time  and 
about  eight  residences.  Mr.  Anderson  continued 
to  engage  in  general  merchandising  until  1881, 
when  he  purchased  the  lianking  business  of  J.  B. 
Meserve  &  Co.,  and  has  been  actively  engaged  in 
general  banking  since  tliat  time.  While  a  merchant, 
he  also  dealt  extensively  in  grain.  In  1883,  he 
established  the  Roberts  brick  and  tile  factory, 
which  was  totally  destroj'ed  b}'  Rre  in  February, 
1855.  The  following  spring,  in  compain-  with  .John 
Kenward,  he  relniilt  the  factory  and  tile  works, 
and  their  stock  is  now  worth  *>10,000.  They  are 
doing  an  excellent  business,  which  is  constantly 
increasing.  Mr.  Anderson  does  a  general  banking 
business,  both  foreign  and  local,  and  is  President 
of  the  Roberts  Exchange  Bank,  of  which  his  daugh- 
ter. Miss  Maggie,  is  the  efficient  cashier,  having 
served  in  that  position  since  1886. 

Mr.  Anderson  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss 
Mary  Goodlet  Martin,  who  was  born  in  Peoria 
County,  September  21,  1851.  Their  union  was 
celebrated  October  12,  1869,  and  unto  them  have 
been  born  one  son  and  nine  daughters:  M.aggie, 
cashier  in  her  father's  hank;  Martha,  who  attended 
the  Rice  Collegiate  Institute  and  is  now  pursuing 
a  classical  course  of  study  at  Ferry  Hall,  Lake 
Forest,  111.;  Georgie,  who  is  visiting  and  studying 
at  Helensburgh,  Scotland;  Mary,  Bethia,  Jeanie, 
Anne,  Marian,  Flora  and  Adam.  Mrs.  Anderson 
was  born  in  Peoria  County  and  was  reared  in  Mar- 
shall County,  111.     Her  father,  John  Martin,  was  a 
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native  of  Dumfriesshire,  and  a  stonemason  by 
trade.  He  died  Docemher  9,  1887,  in  his  seventy- 
third  year.  His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Margaret  Anderson,  died  April  22,  1880,  in  her 
sixty-ninth  year. 

Mr.  Anderson  was  a  volunteer  in  the  Nineteenth 
Lanarkshire  Riflemen  and  afterward  joined  the 
4  A  Battalion,  Lannrk.sliire  Regiment,  by  wliich  he 
was  presented  with  a  medal  for  his  excellent  skill  as 
a  marksman.     This  medal  reads  as  follows: 

Presented  by 
Major  riozier 
18G2. 
Won  by 
Color  Sergeant  Cliristopher  Anderson 
Ninety-flftli  Company 
4  A  Battalion 
L.  R.  V. 

In  |)olitics,  Mr.  Anderson  is  a  Democrat  and 
cast  Ills  Hrst  Presidential  vote  for  Horace  Greeley. 
He  ha.s  taken  quite  a  prominent  part  in  political 
affairs  and  lias  been  a  member  of  the  School  Board 
for  many  jears.  He  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  fifteen  years  and  is  holding  the  office  at  the 
present  time.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Chiu'ch  and  are  classed  among  the 
prominent  and  influential  citizens  of  this  commu- 
nity. They  have  a  beautiful  home,  situated  at  the 
corner  of  Maple  and  Green  Streets.  Both  in  busi- 
ness and  social  circles,  Mr.  Anderson  ranks  high. 
He  is  sagacious  and  far  sighted  and  his  success  in 
life  is  due  entirely  to  his  own  efforts. 


^ENJAiVHN  F.  MASON,  a  well-known  citi- 
zen of  Paxton,  claims  New  York  as  the 
f^3)IIJ  *^tite  of  his  nativity,  but  for  a  quarter  of  a 
century  has  made  his  home  in  Paxton. 
Oswego  County  was  the  place  of  his  birth  and  the 
date  June  15,  1832.  His  parents,  Benjamin  F.  and 
Polly  (Porter)  Mason,  were  natives,  respectively, 
of  New  Hampsiiire  and  New  York  and  were  of 
English  descent.  They  had  a  family  of  seven 
children,  as  follows:  Phoebe,  wife  of  Joseph  Myers, 
a  farmer  residing  in  Oswego  County,  N.  Y.;  Betsy, 
wife   of   George  Raymond,  also  a  farmer  of  that 


county;  Loraine,  wife  of  J.  Daniel  Gardner,  an 
agriculturist  of  the  Empire  State;  Emily,  deceased; 
Granville,  who  died  in  187'.l;  and  A.-.lilx'l,  who 
died  in  1854.  The  father  of  this  family  was 
called  to  his  final  rest  in  1878.  having  long  sur- 
vived his  wife,  who  passed  away  in  1833. 

As  our  subject  was  only  nine  m(jnths  old  when 
his  mother  died,  he  was  taken  to  the  home  of  an 
uncle,  where  he  reiiinincd  for  some  years.  He  at- 
tended the  district  schools  of  the  neighborhood 
and  acquired  a  good  business  education.  He  be- 
gan life  for  himself  when  quite  young,  working  as 
a  farm  hand,  and  was  also  employed  in  a  sawmill 
and  shingle-mill,  or  at  other  pursuits,  whereby  he 
might  earn  an  honest  dollar  and  thus  provide  for 
his  own  maintenance.  At  the  age  of  nineteen,  he 
began  serving  an  apprenticeship  to  the  blacksmith 
trade  in  Pulaski,  N.  Y.,  and  was  thus  employed 
until  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  war. 

In  the  meantime,  on  the  5lli  of  October,  1851, 
Mr.  Mason  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza 
J.,  daughter  of  William  and  Fannie  ^'anderhofif. 
When  the  war  liroke  out,  he  left  his  home  and  fam- 
ily, enlisting  at  the  first  call  for  troops.  He  had 
watched  with  interest  the  progress  of  events,  and 
resolved  that  if  the  South  attempted  secession  he 
would  strike  a  blow  for  the  preservation  of  the 
Union,  so,  in  April,  18fil,  he  became  a  member  of 
Company  G,  Twenty-fourth  New  York  Infantry. 
His  flist  active  service  was  at  the  second  battle  of 
Bull  Run,  and  he  participated  in  many  other  en- 
gagements until  discharged  from  the  service  on 
the  29th  of  May,  1863,  when  he  returned  to  his 
native  State.  The  following  October  he  again  en- 
listed as  a  private  of  Company  G,  Twenty-fourth 
New  York  Cavalry,  but  w.as  soon  jjromoted  to  be 
Quarlermaster-Sergeant  of  his  regiment,  and 
served  as  such  until  the  close  of  the  war.  when  he 
was  honorably  discharged  on  the  2()th  of  June, 
1865. 

Mr.  Mason  immediately  thereafter  returned  to 
his  old  home  in  New  York  and  engaged  in  black- 
smithing,  continuing  business  there  until  the 
spring  of  1869,  when  he  came  to  Paxton.  Here 
he  opened  a  smitin',  and  continued  business  in  the 
line  of  his  trade  until  the  autumn  of  1885,  when 
be  was  elected  Sheriff  of  Ford  County-  on  the  Ee- 
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publican  ticket,  holding  the  ollice  for  four  years, 
lie  was  also  one  of  the  first  Board  of  Aldermen  in 
the  citj'  of  Paxton,  and  in  both  positions  proved 
himself  a  capable  orticial,  \vorth\'  of  the  confidence 
and  trust  reposed  in  him.  Socially,  lie  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  order,  the  Odd  Fellows'  society 
and  the  Grand  Army  Post  of  Faxton,  and,  politi- 
cally, is  a  stalwart  Republican,  adhering  closely  to 
the  principles  of  that  party. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mason  wei'c  born  nine  chil- 
dren, but  they  have  lost  six  of  the  number.  The 
living  are  Mary  P.,  Nora  B.  and  Harry  W.  The 
eldest  is  now  the  wife  of  David  McCracken,  a 
breeder  of  fine  horses  and  cattle  in  Patton  Town- 
ship. The  family  is  widely  and  favorably  known 
throughout  this  community  and  well  deserving  of 
representation  in  this  volume.  Mr.  Mason  was  a 
faithful  soldier  during  the  late  war  and  is  a  val- 
ued citizen,  respected  by  all  who  know  him. 


^- 
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(^^  WEN  ANDERSON,  a  dealer  in  lumber  and 
^^^   coal,   of  Sibley,  was  born  near  Lund,  Swe- 
V^^  den,  on  the  6th  of  January,  1844,  and  is  a 
son  of  Andrew  and  Carrie  (Lunquist)  An- 
derson, both    natives   of    Sweden.     In  the  family 
were  four  children,  our  subject   being  the  eldest: 
Hannah  is  now  the  wife  of   Charlie  Rosine;  Peter 
C.  is  an  agriculturist  of  Noble  County,  Minn.,  and 
Lewis  is  also  a  farmer  of  that  county. 

Mr.  Anderson,  whose   name  heads   this   record, 
acquired  a  common-school  education  in  his  native 
land  and  attended  High  School  one  term.     He  was 
j  reared  in   the    usual  manner  of   farmer   lads  and 
followed   agricultural    pursuits    until  he  came  to 
America.     Wiien    twent}'  years  of  age,  he    deter- 
mined to  try  his  fortune  in  this  country.  He  crossed 
the  Atlantic    from    Liverpool,  England,  to   New 
York  City  in   the  sailing-vessel,  "North  America," 
I  landing  on  the  4th  of  July,  1864,  with  only  $3  in 
I  his  pocket.     The  first  man  lie  met  was  a  recruiting 
'  officer  who  offered    him   ^^OO  to   enlisl-,  but  he  re- 
fused and  came  on  to  Champaign  County.  111.  The 
first  letter  he  received  from  his  parents  in  the  old 
country  cost  him  $2.02.  He  remained  in  Champaign 


County  until  the  year  1868,  when  he  came  to  Ford 
County  and  began  working  upon  the  Sullivant  es- 
tate by  the  month.  He  was  thus  employed  until 
1876,  and  during  the  last  six  years  of  that  time  held 
the  position  of  foreman.  The  forty  thousand  acres 
of  the  Sullivant  estate  were  then  almost  unim- 
proved, and  he  aided  in  Laying  out  the  section  lines' 
and  the  highways  of  Sullivant  Township.  At  that 
time  there  was  not  a  house  in  Sibley.  In  1876, 
Mr.  Anderson  rented  land  and  engaged  in  farming 
for  himself  for  a  period  of  six  years,  after  which  he 
went  to  Sibley  and  opened  a  lumber  yard  and  coal 
ollice.  He  is  still  engaged  in  that  line  of  trade, 
and  is  doing  an  excellent  business.  His  annual 
sales  amount  to  $10,000,  and  of  his  success  he  may 
well  be  proud,  for  it  is  all  due  to  his  own  efforts. 
In  addition  to  the  business  already  mentioned,  he 
is  agent  for  the  Equitable  Trust  Company  of  New 
London,  Conn.,  and  also  agent  for  a  number  of 
the  substantial  insurance  companies,  and  has  done 
quite  a  large  vdlOme  of  business  in  this  line. 

On  the  25th  of  Deceinber,  1874,  Mr.  Anderson 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lottie,  daughter 
of  August  and  Mary  Swanson.  Their  union  has 
been  blessed  with  four  children  who  are  yet  liv- 
ing: Carry,  Albert,  George  and  James.  They  have 
also  lost  three:  Albert,  Sophia  and  Oscar.  The 
parents  are  both  members  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran 
Church,  and  have  done  much  for  its  upbuilding 
and  growth.  Mr.  Anderscm  was  one  of  the  found- 
ers of  the  church  in  Sibley.  In  the  summer  of 
1889,  he  commenced  the  project  of  erecting  a 
house  of  worship,  which  was  completed  in  1891. 
Through  the  unflagging  zeal  and  efforts  of  our 
subject,  a  beautiful  church  worth  $2,000  was  com- 
pleted. He  has  held  the  ottices  of  Deacon  and  Sec- 
retary. 

Mr.  Anderson  holds  membershii)  with  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  and  was  Secretary  of  Sibley  Lodge 
No.  761,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  for  about  five  terms,  and  at 
this  writing  is  Worshipful  Master.  He  cast  his 
first  Presidential  vote  for  Gen.  LT.  S.  Grant.  He 
has  since  been  a  supporter  of  Republican  principles 
and  has  been  honored  with  various  offices  of  public 
trust.  He  held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  sixteen  consecutive  years,  was  Assessor  for  four 
3'ears,  served  as  Collector  for  five  years,  filled  the 
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position  of  Township  Clerk  for  a  term  of  two  years, 
was  one  of  the  Directors  of  the  public  schools  of 
Sibley  for  nine  years,  and  for  seven  years  has  been 
Notary  Public  and  is  still  holding  that  oflice.  That 
he  has  faithfully  performed  the  duties  of  these  va- 
rious positions  is  well  indicated  by  his  long  con- 
tinued service  in  each  office.  He  is  recognized  as 
a  valued  citizen  of  the  community,  and  is  a  public- 
spirited  and  progressive  man  who  does  all  in  his 
power  for  the  upbuilding  of  the  county  and  to 
promote  the  general  welfare. 


W^  AMES  F.  SMITH  has  been  a  resident  of 
Lyman  Townshi[)  longer  than  any  other  of 
its  present  citizens.  He  was  born  in  Can- 
ada, near  the  city  of  Prescott,  April  15, 
1821,  and  was  the  second  in  a  family  of  three 
sons  and  one  daughter,  three  of  whom  are  yet 
living.  The  parents  were  Peter  and  Electa  (Bar- 
ton) Smith.  The  father  was  a  Scotch  Highlander, 
born  in  Inverness-shire.  He  followed  farming 
throughout  his  entire  life  and  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty-three  years.  Emigrating  to  America,  he 
landed  at  Nova  Scotia  and  thence  went  to  Can- 
ada, where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Pi'esbytcrian  Church  and 
was  higlil}'  regarded  by  all.  His  wife  has  also 
been  called  to  her  final  rest.  The  surviving  mem- 
bers of  their  family  are:  James,  of  tiiis  sketch; 
Alexander,  who  is  married  and  follows  farming 
in  the  village  of  Kemptville,  Canada;  and  Mary, 
wife  of  William  Eraser,  a  Scotchman  by  birth, 
now  engaged  in  farming. 

Our  subject  acquired  his  early  education  in  the 
common  schools,  being  under  the  instruction  of 
William  Bower  for  twelve  3-ears.  The  three  R's 
constituted  the  curriculum  of  study  in  those  days, 
but  they  were  well  drilled  in  those  branches, 
especiallj'  in  mathematics.  When  Mr.  Smith  left 
school  he  had  a  good  education  in  the  common 
branches.  On  the  8th  of  November,  1849,  he  led 
to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Eliza  McKelvey,  a  na- 
tive of  St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Jane  (Carson)  McKelvej'.    Her 


father  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and,  on  emigrat- 
ing to  America,  located  in  Southern  Illinois, 
where  lie  followed  farming  for  about  thirty-seven 
years,  until  his  death,  whicli  occurred  in  the  sixty- 
seventh  year  of  his  age.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were 
members  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church. 
Mrs.  Smith  was  educated  in  the  coramofl  schools, 
and  for  about  seven  terms  engaged  in  teaching  in 
New  York,  having  to  "board  'round"  among  the 
scholars  of  the  district. 

Seven  children  were  born  unto  our  subject  and 
his  wife.  The  eldest,  the  Rev.  William  A.  Smith, 
was  educated  at  Wabash  College,  of  Crawfords- 
ville,  Ind.,  and  at  Lane's  Theological  Seminaiy. 
He  married  Miss  Lula  Keats,  a  native  of  Missourij 
and  is  the  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Savannah,  that  State.  He  has  traveled  through 
the  Holy  Land,  visiting  many  of  the  scenes  of 
Bible  history,  and  in  his  journeyings  also  went  to 
Mt.  Vesuvius,  Pompeii,  Glasgow,  Rome,  Paris, 
London  and  Naples.  After  his  return,  he  com- 
piled a  work,  entitled,  "From  Occident  to  Orient," 
which  he  dedicated  to  his  mother  in  the  following 
words:  "To  the  mother  whose  tender  care  and 
pra^'erful  interest  have  ever  followed  me  through 
childhood's  little  griefs,  the  temptations  of  young 
manhood,  tlie  joys  and  sorrows  of  more  mature 
years  and  the  perils  of  travel  in  foreign  lands;  as 
well  as  to  the  multitude  of  personal  friends  with 
whom  we  have  been  more  or  less  associated  in 
times  past,  is  this  little  volume  affectionately 
inscribed  by  the  author."  The  l?ev.  Mr.  Smith  is  a 
scholar  of  profound  thought,  and  has  the  highest  re- 
gard of  his  people  and  the  esteem  and  confidence  of 
all  who  know  him.  The  next  child,  Jane,  is  the  wife 
of  A.  T.  Light,  an  agriculturist.  John  P.,  who  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools  and  at  the  A'alpa- 
raiso  School  of  Telegraph}'  and  Book-keeping,  acted 
as  Station  Agent  at  Cornland,  on  the  Illinois  Cen- 
tral Railroad,  for  nearly  eight  years,  but  is  now 
an  enterprising  business  man  of  Roberts,  111., 
dealing  in  grain,  coal  and  farm  implements.  He 
married  Miss  Sadie  Day,  a  native  of  Illinois. 
Mary,  wife  of  Ransom  Montague,  is  a  teacher  of 
ability'  and  her  husband  is  a  farmer  of  North  Da-  ' 
kota.  Margaret,  who  obtained  a  teacher's  certifi- 
cate at  the  age  of  fifteen  and  successfullj-  followed"!, 
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that  profession  in  Ford  County,  is  now  the  wife 
of  William  Curry,  in  Patton  Township.  David, 
who  is  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  dry-pressed 
brick  in  Brunswick,  Mo.,  married  Miss  Alice 
Swanick,  who  died  recently.  James  R,  is  asso- 
ciated in  business  witli  his  brother  in  Brunswick, 
Mo.,  as  president  of  the  Brunswick  Brick  and  Tile 
Company. 

Not  long  after  their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Smith  determined  to  try  their  fortune  in  the 
West  and  went  to  Soutliern  Illinois,  but  after  ten 
days  spent  in  an  uninviting  region  they  con- 
cluded to  go  back  to  Canada  and  located  at 
Queen's  Bush,  where  Mr.  Smith  engaged  in  mer- 
ciiandising.  That  venture,  however,  proved  a 
failure  for  he  was  unable  to  make  collections.  On 
the  2d  of  iMay,  1859,  he  went  to  Onarga,  111.,  and 
tlience  came  to  Lyman  Township,  wiiere  he  made 
a  claim  of  half  a  section  of  land.  After  six 
months,  his  wife  joined  him  with  their  five  little 
children.  There  were  many  hardships  and  priva- 
tions to  be  l)orne.  Prairie  fires  were  a  source  of 
terror  to  tlie  early  settlers  and  the  home  and 
premises  were  alwaj's  plowed  around  to  keep  the 
flames  from  crossing  to  their  land.  On  one  oc- 
casion, Jlr.  Smitli  was  in  the  dooryard  when  a 
pack  of  prairie  wolves  came  rushing  upon  him. 
He  ran  into  the  house,  shut  the  door  and,  going 
upstairs,  opened  the  window  and  fired  upon  the 
animals,  but  failed  to  drive  them  away.  In  the 
morning  he  found  that  the  wolves  had  broken 
into  his  hen  house  and  destroyed  all  of  his 
chickens  but  two.  Deer  were  plentiful,  and  on 
one  occasion  lie  saw  a  drove  of  twenty-seven. 
Many  of  the  towns  and  villages  Ii.'id  not  sprung 
into  existence.  The  first  school,  called  the  Mars- 
den  School,  was  located  on  section  2,  and  its  pa- 
trons came  from  the  whole  township. 

The  cold  winter  of  1862-6.3  is  never  to  be  for- 
gotten. On  the  last  d.ay  of  1862,  Mr.  Smith  went 
to  school  for  his  son,  taking  buffalo  robes  and 
shawls  to  protect  him,  but  a  terrible  l)lizzard 
came  on,  and  it  was  almost  impossible  to  keep 
from  freezing.  Many  did  lose  their  lives  on  that 
memoralile  night.  In  politics,  Mr.  Smilli  lias  been 
a  stalwart  Kepubliean  since  he  cast  his  first  Presi- 
dential vote   for  Abraham    Lincoln.     For   fifteen 


years  he  served  as  School  Director,  and  the  cause 
of  education  has  ever  found  in  him  a  warm  friend. 
He  and  liis  wife  are  members  of  the  Presb3'terian 
Church  and  are  kindly,  benevolent  people,  from 
whose  door  the  jioor  are  never  turned  empty- 
handed.  Their  ui)riglit  lives  have  won  them  the 
love  of  all,  and  none  are  held  in  higher  esteem 
than  these  honored  pioneers.  They  are  now  liv- 
ing retired  in  Roberts,  where  they  have  a  nice 
home,  and  are  also  the  owners  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land  in  Lyman  Township. 


-^^ 


^  WAN  I.  llOLMtiUEST,  a  carpenter  and 
'^^  joiner  of  Paxton,  whose  residence  in  Ford 
1)  County  covers  the  long  period  of  twenty- 
nine  ^ears,  is  a  self-made  man  who,  by 
ills  own  efforts,  has  worked  his  way  upward  from 
a  humble  position  to  one  of  prominence.  A  na- 
tive of  Sweden,  he  was  born  on  the  1st  of  May, 
1830,  and  is  a  son  of  Swan  Johnson,  who  spent 
his  entire  life  in  tliat  country. 

Our  subject  had  but  limited  school  privileges, 
his  education  having  been  mostly  acquired  since 
he  has  attained  to  mature  years.  He  learned  the 
trade  of  a  carpenter  and  builder  in  his  native  land, 
serving  three  years  as  an  ajiprentice  and  working 
four  3'ears  at  his  trade  ere  he  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica. He  was  also  married  in  his  native  land,  in 
April,  1854,  and  soon  afterward  brought  his  young 
bride  to  this  country.  They  boarded  a  vessel  at 
Gotteiiburg,  and  at  Liver[)ool  took  passage  on  a 
Western-bound  sailing-vessel,  which  at  length 
dropped  anchor  in  the  harbor  of  New  York,  on 
the  10th  of  August,  after  seven  long  weeks  spent 
upon  the  bosom  of  the  Atlantic,  during  which 
they  encountered  some  severe  weather.  Mr.  Holm- 
quest  made  his  first  location  at  Hempstead,  L.  I., 
where  he  worked  on  a  farm  ftir  a  few  months 
and  then  engaged  in  carpentering. 

About  a  year  later,  in  August,  1855,  our  sub- 
ject removed  to  Chicago  and  followed  his  trade 
in  the  employ  of  the  Rock  Island  Railroad  Com- 
pany, working  at  bridge  construction  and  the 
building  of  depots  for  about  four  years.     He  then 
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engaged  with  a  bridge  constructing  company  and 
was  sent  South,  working  in  Ahibama  and  Missis- 
sippi for  about  two  years,  after  which  he  returned 
to  liis  home  and  family  in  Chicago  and  resumed 
carpenter  work,  following  the  same  in  that  city  for 
a  period  of  three  years.  In  December,  1863,  Mr. 
Holmquest  came  to  Paxton,  where  he  worked  at 
his  trade  for  two  years,  and  in  1866  removed  to  a 
farm  which  he  had  purchased  ere  becoming  a 
resident  of  Ford  County.  He  greatly  improved 
his  land,  residing  thereon  for  two  years,  when  lie 
sold  out,  going  to  Champaign  County,  where  he 
purchased  another  farm.  After  continuing  its 
cultivation  for  two  3'ears,  he  rented  his  land  and 
returned  to  Paxton,  where  he  resumed  carpenter 
work,  which  he  followed  until  the  aulumii  of 
1869. 

In  that  year,  Mr.  Ilulmquest,  accompanied  by 
his  wife,  returned  to  their  native  land,  and  spent 
many  happy  hours  in  visiting  the  scenes  of  their 
youth  and  renewing  old  acquaintances.  They  re- 
mained in  Sweden  for  about  a  j'ear,  and  in  the 
fall  of  1870  again  came  to  their  adopted  coun- 
try, where  Mr.  Holmquest  resumed  agricultural 
pursuits  on  his  farm  in  Champaign  County.  After 
three  j^ears  he  again  rented  his  land,  came  with  his 
family  to  Paxton  and  embarked  in  carpenter  work 
in  this  citv,  where  he  has  resided  most  of  the  time 
since.  He  has  sold  his  farm  in  Champaign  County 
and  purchased  land  in  Ford  County,  near  Paxton, 
which  he  still  owns — a  valuable  and  well-improved 
farm.  He  has  built  for  himself  some  eight  resi- 
dences in  this  city,  most  all  of  which  bo  has  since 
sold. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Holmquest  is  a  Democrat.  He 
cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  the  Hon.  Stephen 
A.Douglas,  then  supported  Abraham  Lincoln,  but, 
since  the  war,  has  renewed  his  allegiance  to  the 
Democratic  party  and  supported  its  men  and 
measures.  He  has  held  several  local  offices  of 
honor  and  trust,  was  elected  and  served  six  3"ears 
as  Township  Commissioner,  and  for  years  has 
been  a  member  of  the  School  Board.  The  cause 
of  education  and  other  worth3-  interests  have  al- 
ways received  his  heart}^  co-operation  and  sup- 
port. He  and  his  wife  and  family  are  members  of 
the  Swedish  Mission    Lutheran   Church,  of  which 


he  was  one  of  the  original  members.  The  suc- 
cess which  has  crowned  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Holm- 
quest has  been  but  the  just  reward  of  his  labors, 
for  he  has  striven  long  and  earnestlj'  for  success. 
Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holmquest  were  born  five 
children:  Thomas  Henry,  who  acquired  a  good 
education  and  now  occupies  a  responsible  posi- 
tion with  the  McCormick  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, of  Chicago;  Charles  G.,  who  is  working  at 
the  tinner's  trade  in  Chicago;  and  Elleh  Chris- 
tina, a  young  lady  at  home.  The  sons  are  both 
married  and  have  families.  Two  children  died  in 
infancy. 


"iff  OHN  SKOG  is  one  of  the  extensive  land- 
owners of  Patton  Township.  He  resides 
on  section  18,  and  his  landed  possessions 
aggregate  some  four  hundred  acres.  There 
he  has  made  his  home  since  March,  1871,  or  for  a 
period  of  twentj'-one  years.  A  native  of  Sweden, 
he  was  born  on  the  18th  of  May,  1832,  and  grew 
to  manhood  in  that  country.  He  had  but  limited 
school  privileges  and  the  days  of  his  boyhood 
and  youth  were  spent  in  the  usual  manner  of  far- 
mer lad.-. 

In  186.5,  he  bade  good-b3C  to  his  old  home,  and, 
with  the  determination  of  trying  his  fortune  in 
the  New  World,  sailed  for  America.  He  took  pas- 
sage on  a  vessel  at  Gutenberg,  and  in  the  latter 
part  of  June  arrived  in  New  York.  Among  his 
fellow-passengers  on  that  vo3'age  was  a  young  lady, 
Miss  Clara  Pearson,  also  a  native  of  Sweden,  and 
in  the  month  of  December  following  their  arrival 
they  were  united  in  marriage,  in  Menard  County, 
111.  In  that  count3',  Mr.  Skog  was  emplo3'ed  as  a 
farm  hand  for  about  seven  months  and  then  rented 
land  for  two  \ears.  In  1870,  he  came  to  Ford 
County  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Patton  Township, 
upon  which  he  located  iu  March,  1871.  It  then 
comprised  only  eighty  acres  and  was  but  slightl3' 
improved.  He  at  once  began  its  cultivation,  also 
rented  other  land,  and  in  partnership  with  his 
brother-in-law,  Gus  Pearson,  bought  and  fanned 
another  tract.     He  is  now  the  owner  of  four  hun- 
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dred  acres  of  arable  land  and  his  farm  is  consid- 
ered one  of  the  finest  in  that  locality.  The  home 
is  a  substantial  residence,  there  are  good  barns  and 
other  outbuildings  and  the  improvements  that  are 
found  on  a  model  farm  are  not  lacking  on  the 
Skog  homestead. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs  Skog  have  been  born  six 
children,  the  eldest  of  whom,  John  E.,  aids  his 
father  in  the  operation  of  the  home  farm;  Freda  is 
the  wife  of  pyphraim  Carlson,  a  resident  of  Hender- 
son Station;  Edward,  Clara,  Amandus  and  Beda 
are  all  at  home.  They  also  lost  four  children  in 
early  childhood.  Mr.  Skog  and  his  family  are 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  in  social 
circles  they  rank  high,  lieing  well  and  favorably 
known  throughout  this  community.  Their  home 
is  the  abode  of  hospitality  and  their  many  friends 
are  sure  to  receive  a  hearty  welcome  as  the\'  cross 
its  threshold. 

In  his  political  alliliations,  Mr.  Skog  is  a  Ropul)- 
lican,  having  been  a  stanch  advocate  of  that 
party's  principles  since  he  cast  his  first  vote  for 
Gen.  Grant.  However,  he  has  never  sought  or 
desired  public  office,  preferring  to  devote  his  en- 
tire time  and  attention  to  his  business  interests. 
From  a  humble  position  in  life  he  has  worked  his 
way  upward  to  one  of  affluence,  overcoming  all 
obstacles  in  his  path  and  surmounting  all  ditticult- 
ies  by  his  indomitable  will  and  energy.  In  all  his 
business  dealings,  his  associates  have  found  him 
straightforward  and  honorable,  and  as  a  man  of 
sterling  worth,  he  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  all 
with  whom  he  has  been  brought  in  contact. 


^^EORGE  T.  ARENDS, a  member  of  the  firm  of 
if  (=1  lehl  &  Co.,  bankers  of  Melvin,  was  born  in 
^~M  Peoria,  111.,  August  9,  1849,  and  is  a  son  of 
Teis  and  Teda  (Becker)  Arends,  a  sketch  of  whom 
appears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  His  parents  were 
both  natives  of  German^',  and,  leaving  the  Father- 
land, emigrated  to  America  in  1847.  They  landed 
in  New  Orleans,  La.,  where  the^'  sjicnt  one  month, 
and  then  came  North,  making  location  in  Peoria, 
111.,  where  the  irother  died  when  George  T.  was  a 
19 


child.  The  father  was  afterward  again  married 
and  with  his  family  came  to  Ford  County  in  1870, 
settling  in  the  township  of  Peach  Orchard.  Our 
subject  spent  the  da\'S  of  his  boyhood  and  youth 
in  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads  and  attended 
the  district  schools.  He  began  business  for  him- 
self in  1872,  becoming  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Frasius,  lehl  &  Co.,  dealers  in  grain,  feed  and  coal 
in  Melvin.  That  firm  continued  until  1876,  when 
Mr.  Frasius  retired  and  the  business  was  continued 
by  Messrs.  lehl  and  Arends  until  the  fall  of  1890» 
when  they  sold  out  their  elevator  and  stock  and 
engaged  in  banking,  establishing  the  first  bank  at 
Melvin.  The}'  do  business  under  the  firm  name 
of  lehl  it  Co.  This  firm  owns  seven  farms,  aggre- 
gating eleven  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land, 
and,  with  the  exception  of  one  farm  of  eighty  acres 
in  Wall  Township  and  another  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  in  Sullivant  Township,  all  their 
land  is  in  Peach  Orchard  Township.  Thej-  began 
business  as  private  bankers  on  a  large  real-estate 
security  and  by  their  long  residence  here,  and  by 
the  reputation  they  have  made  as  men  of  strict 
integrity  and  correct  business  princijiles,  they  have 
secured  the  confidence  and  good-will  of  the  public. 
While  the  bank  is  yet  new  and  the  business  in 
consequence  not  large,  the  institution  is  a  much- 
needed  adjunct  to  the  business  facilities  of  the 
town  and  will  no  doubt  rapidly  grow  in  importance 
•as  its  advantages  are  realized. 

On  the  10th  of  December,  1874,  Mr.  Arends  was 
united  in  marriage  in  the  town  of  Lyman,  Ford 
County,  to  Miss  Talea  Weiss,  who  was  born  in 
Osefriesland, Hanover,  German}', September  5, 1851, 
and  is  a  daughter,  of  William  and  Dina  Weiss.  She 
came  to  America  with  her  parents  when  fifteen 
years  of  age.  Eight  children  have  been  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arends,  five  of  whom,  three  sons  and 
two  daughters,  are  yet  living,  as  follows:  Teda 
Talea,  born  August  29,  1877;  -  Andrew,  July  24, 
1879;  Hannah,  May  8,  1885;  Frederick  G.,  Novem- 
ber 1, 1887;  Albert  T.,  June  17,  1890.  Three  died 
in  childhood:    Willie,  Dina  E.  and  an  infant. 

With  the  German  Methodist  Church  of  Melvin, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arends  hold  membcrshii)  and,  in  his 
political  afliliatious,  our  subject  is  a  Republican  but 
has  never  sought  or  desired  official  preferment, 
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He  has  made  his  home  in  Melvin  since  1872,  or  for 
a  period  of  twenty  consecutive  years,  and  is  higlily 
respected  as  an  upright  and  successful  business  man. 


ATTHEW  SPEEDIE,  a  retired  farmer  re- 
siding in  Gibson  City,  and  one  of  the  earl- 
iest settlers  of  P'ord  County,  was  bc)rn  in 
Glenfoot,  Parish  of  Abernethy,  Pertlishire, 
Scotland,  February  14,  1819,  his  parents  being  An- 
drew and  Ellen  (Crighton)  Speedie.  On  both  sides, 
the  families  had  lived  in  that  neighborhood  for 
over  three  hundred  years.  The  father  followed 
weaving  in  the  winter  and  seineing  fish  in  the  sum- 
mer, lie  was  a  worthy  man,  and  Itecame  well-to- 
do.  Both  liimself  and  wife  were  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  Their  death  occurred  in  the 
Old  Country  at  the  ages  of  eighty-four  and  seventy- 
four  years,  respectively.  In  their  family  were  ten 
children,  seven  sons  and  three  daughters,  but  only 
two  are  now  living.  These  two  were  the  only  ones 
who  came  to  the  United  States.  David,  who  lives 
in  Talbot  County,  Md.,  has  been  an  extensive 
landscape  gardener,  but  is  now  a  farmer.  Another 
son  of  the  above  worthy  couple,  Alexandei-,  be- 
came the  most  extensive  fisherman  in  Scotland, 
paying  a  yearly  rental  of  855,000.  A  third  son, 
William,  a  teacher  by  profession,  died  in  Canada. 
The  remainder  of  the  family  spent  their  lives  in 
their  native  land. 

Our  subject  was  the  eighth  child  in  order  of 
birth.  He  acquired  a  common-school  education, 
and  when  about  fifteen  years  of  age,  entered  upon 
a  three  years'  apprenticeship  at  the  wagon  maker's 
trade.  His  term  having  expired,  he  then  served 
three  years  at  the  millwright  and  carpenter's  trade. 
For  that  six  years'  work  he  received  only  his  board, 
and  had  to  furnish  his  own  tools  and  pay  his  tui- 
tion in  school.  He  worked  as  a  journeyman  until 
his  emigration  to  the  United  States. 

On  the  12th  of  June,  1840,  Mr.  Speedie  was 
joined  in  wedlock  with  Elizabeth  .Jack,  who  died 
on  the  28th  of  February,  1844,  leaving  one  child, 
Andrew,  who  is  now  a  farmer  of  Dix  Township. 
On  the  nth  of  June,  1847,  he  wedded  Isabella  Col- 


ston, a  native  of  Fifeshire,  Scotland,  born  October 
10,  1820.  She  is  one  of  nine  children,  six  sons 
.and  three  daughters,  whose  parents  were  Thomas 
and  Rachel  (Baxter)  Colston.  She  is  the  eldest  of 
the  three  children  that  are  now  living,  and  is  the 
onl}'  one  of  her  familj'  that  came  to  the  United 
States. 

In  1849,  Mr.  Sjieedie,  accompanied  by  his  wife 
and  children,  sailed  for  America,  and  after  a  stormy 
voyage  of  forty-two  days,  during  forty  days  of 
which  our  subject  was  sea-sick,  they  landed  at 
Pictou,  Nova  Scotia.  There  was  a  hogshead  of 
brandy  on  lioard,  and  of  this  the  cajitain  and  first 
mate  partook  too  freely,  being  intoxicated  during 
nearly  the  entire  vo^^age,  and  had  it  not  been  for 
the  second  mate,  all  on  board  would  have  been 
lost.  After  some  five  months  spent  in  Nova  Sco- 
tia, Mr.  Speedie  went  to  Providence,  K.  I.,  but  not 
getting  into  business  there,  lie  obtained  the  posi- 
tion of  engineer  at  Fall  Kiver,  Mass.,  and  for  six- 
teen years  was  emplo3ed  as  miUwriglit  for  the 
Globe  Printing  Company.  About  1855,  his  brother 
David  came  to  Vord  County  and  purchased  a  quar- 
ter-section of  land  for  himself  and  our  subject  at 
$8  per  acre.  In  1865,  Matthew  Speedie  removed 
to  Logan  County,  111.,  where  he  left  his  family  un- 
til he  could  break  a  part  of  his  land  in  this  county 
and  build  thereon.  It  was  in  1866  that  he  re- 
moved to  his  farm,  which  he  still  owns,  having 
bought  his  brother's  interest  in  the  same.  He  laid 
the  first  tile  in  Ford  County,  paying  135  per  thou- 
sand for  three-inch  tile,  and  made  his  place  one  of 
the  best  farms  in  this  part  of  the  State.  He  con- 
tinued its  cultivation  with  good  success  until  1887, 
when  he  removed  to  Gibson  City,  to  enjoy  a  well- 
earned  rest. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Speedie  were  born  four  chil- 
dren: David,  who  is  now  a  farmer  of  Dix  Town- 
ship; Isabella  J.,  wife  of  .lolin  S.  Martin,  a  resi- 
dent of  Allen  County,  Kan.;  AVilliam  T.,  who  is 
engaged  in  farming  in  Dix  Township;  and  IMary 
E.,  wife  of  Jacob  Preston,  a  resident  of  Gibson, 
City.  I 

Mr.  Speedie  has  been  a  life-long  Republican,  but 
has  never  been  a  politician  in  the  sense  of  ottice- 
seeking.  In  the  cause  of  Christianity,  he,  his  wife' 
and  all   the   children   are  zealous    workers,  being 
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ineinbevs  of  tlie  Prcshyteiian  C'liiircli,  in  which  he 
is  a  Ruling  Elder.  Not  only  by  profession,  but  by 
consistent  Christian  lives,  they  have  set  forth  their 
faith  in  (iod  and  the  tnitiis  of  the  P)ible.  Few  set- 
tlers have  longer  resided  in  Ford  County  tiian  IMr. 
and  Mrs.  Speedie,  and  for  their  true  worth  none 
are  more  highly  esteemed. 


-i^E 


ROV.  EDWARD  A.  GARDNER,    County 

fj   Sui)erintendent  of  Schools  of  Ford  County, 


and  a  well-known  citizen  of  Paxton,  was 
born  in  Westmoreland  County,  Pa.,  De- 
cember 2'.l,  18()1,  and  is  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Jane 
(Hill)  (jardner.  His  father,  who  was  of  Scotch- 
Irish  descent,  was  born  in  the  same  county  .as  the 
son,  and  is  still  engaged  in  fai'ining  in  Westmore- 
land County,  of  which  jilace  the  mother  was  also  a 
native. 

Prof.  Gardner  received  liis  primary  education  in 
the  district  schools  of  the  neighliorhood  near  his 
home,  and  afterward  attended  Markle  Academy, 
of  Markle,  Pa.,  and,  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  was 
engaged  in  teaching  school.  In  1883,  he  came  to 
Illinois  and  settled  in  Ford  County.  Not  con- 
tent with  the  advantages  he  had  already  received, 
he  took  a  course  of  study  at  the  Paxton  Normal 
and  Collegiate  Institute,  now  the  Rice  Collegiate 
Institute,  and  afterward  engaged  in  teaching 
school  in  this  county.  He  was  very  successful  as 
an  instructor.  For  one  year  he  was  Principal  of 
the  Elliott  Scliool,  and  for  two  years  was  Principal 
of  the  Caldwell  Scln)ol,  Kansas.  After  teaching  two 
years  in  the  Paxton  High  School,  he  was  chosen 
Principal  of  the  same,  which  position  he  held  two 
years.  In  November,  1890,  he  was  elected  to  the 
oflice  of  County  Superintendent,  and  entered 
upon  the  duties  of  the  office  in  December  of  that 
year.  There  are  one  hundred  and  seven  schools 
under  his  supervision,  and  he  is  proving  himself 
fully  competent  to  have  them  in  charge. 

On  the  27th  of  October,  1891,  in  his  native 
county  in  Pennsylvania,  Prof.  Gardner  led  to  the 
marriage  altar  Miss  Eva  Alice  Ross,  a  daughter  of 
George  W,  and  K  tlier  A.  (Irwin)  Ross. 


Mr.  Gardner  is  a  Knight  Templar  Mason.  He 
is  a  member  and  the  present  Master  of  Paxton 
Lodge  No.  416,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  .and  is  a  member 
and  oHtcerof  Ford  Chapter  No.  11.3,  R.  A.  M.;  also 
belongs  to  Mt.  Olivet  Commander^'  No.  38,  K.  T., 
all  of  Paxton;  and  of  Gibson  Council  No.  72,  R.  & 
8.  M.;  also  of  Paxton  Camp  of  the  Modern  Wood- 
men of  America.  Himself  and  wife  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Paxton. 
Prof.  Gardner  is  an  experienced  educator,  having 
been  a  teacher  for  eleven  years,  during  which  time 
he  w.as  principal  of  several  graded  and  High 
Schools.  During  his  administration  of  the  oflice 
of  County  Superintendent,  he  has  proved  himself 
very  capable  and  attentive  to  the  duties  of  the 
position,  whereby  he  has  won  much  praise  and 
liersonal  popularit}-. 


il^,  ARHY  LEA  GREGORY,  of  the  firm  of  H. 
j)  L.  Gregory  it  Co.,  dealers  in  dry-goods, 
cloaks,  lioots,  shoes,  carpets,  etc.,  is  num- 
bered among  the  leading  business  men  of 
Gibson  City.  He  is  a  native  of  Marshall  Comity, 
111.,  born  on  the  9tli  of  Feliruary,  18,57,  and  is  a 
son  of  Harrison  and  IMary  (Sivers)  Gregory,  who 
emigrated  to  Peoria  County,  III.,  among  the  early 
settlers.  The  father  was  a  well-to-do  farmer,  mak- 
ing that  calling  his  life  work.  About  the  year  18G7, 
he  removed  to  Henry,  Marshall  County,  111.  Him- 
self and  wife  have  both  passed  to  their  final  rest, 
leaving  six  children  to  mourn  their  loss,  three  sons 
and  three  daughters.  Thej'  were  well  known  and 
highly  esteemed  citizens,  worthy  the  respect  of  all 
who  knew  them. 

Our  subject  is  the  youngest  of  their  family,  and, 
until  ten  years  of  .age,  spent  his  time  on  a  farm, 
and  in  attendance  at  the  district  schools,  where  he 
received  his  primary  education.  After  the  removal 
of  his  parents  to  Henry,  he  attended  the  public 
schools,  where  he  completed  his  literary  training. 
At  the  age  of  seventeen,  he  commenced  clerking  in 
a  store  and  for  fourteen  years  continued  with  one 
establishment,  thus  showing  by  his  continued  ser- 
vice that  his  duties  were  well  and  faithfully  per- 
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formed.  In  1!S87,  he  came  to  Gibson  City,  and  on 
the  10th  of  November  of  tliat  year  began  business 
under  the  style  of  the  firm  given  above,  and  now 
has  an  excellent  trade.  Dui'ing  the  five  yeat'S  which 
have  passed  since  the  opening  of  his  present  store, 
he  has  increased  his  stock  until  it  is  one  of  tlie 
largest  carried  in  the  citj-,  and  his  store-room  ex- 
ceeds any  other  in  size,  being  2.5x110  feet. 

Prior  to  leaving  Menr^-,  Mr.  Gregory'  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Ida  Jones,  a  native  of  Mar- 
shall County,  their  union  being  celebrated  on  the 
1st  of  May,  1878,  and  she  is  one  of  the  estimable 
ladies  of  Gibson  City.  Unto  tliis  worth}'  couple 
have  been  born  three  children:  ,1.  II.,  Ethel  Lea 
and  Kirk  W.,  all  of  whom  are  still  living.  Mrs. 
Gregory  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  an  earnest  and  devoted  worker  in  the  cause  of 
Christianit}-. 

Politically,  Mr.  Gregory  affiliates  with  the  Re- 
publican party,  of  which  he  is  a  stalwart  supporter, 
but  has  never  sought  or  desired  anyoliicial  recog- 
nition, preferring  to  devote  his  time  to  his  busi- 
ness, in  which  he  has  been  quite  successful.  He  is 
one  of  tlie  self-made  meu  of  Gibson  City,  having 
accumulated  what  he  has  l)y  his  industry,  perse- 
verance and  good  management.  He  m.ay  well  be 
classed  among  the  leading  merchants  of  tliat  place. 

'jfl'  OSEPII  WHORRALL,  one  of  the  prominent 
and  influential  citizens  of  Ford  County,  is 
engaged  in  general  farming  on  section  32, 
Lj-man  Township.  He  owns  and  operates 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  valuable  land, 
which  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and 
well  improved.  There  are  a  comfortable  home, 
good  outbuildings  and  all  the  other  accessories  of 
a  model  farm,  and  the  well-tilled  fields  and  neat 
appearance  of  the  place  indicate  the  thrift  and 
enterprise  of  the  owner. 

Mr.  AVhorrall  is  a  native  of  Warwickshire,  Eng- 
land. He  was  born  January  11,  1835,  and  is  the 
youngest  child  of  AVilliara  and  .Sarah  (Yardley) 
AVhorrall.  In  the  family  were  thirteen  children, 
eight  sons  and  five  daughters,  but  he  ba§  only  two 


brothers  now  living:  Thomas,  wlio  is  married  and 
follows  farming  in  Iowa;  and  George,  who  is 
married  and  resides  in  Chicago.  The  father  was 
a  stock-raiser  in  England.  In  1853,  he  emigrated 
to  America,  and  settled  in  Woodford  County,  111., 
where  he  engaged  in  land  speculation.  He  died 
in  1885,  at  the  age  of  seventy -seven,  and  his  wife 
died  in  1862,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years. 
Their  leniains  were  interred  in  Rose  Hill  Ceme- 
tery, of  Chicago. 

In  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads,  our  subject 
spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  \outh,  and 
when  seventeen  years  of  age  bade  good-bye  to  his 
old  home  and  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America. 
In  comp.an}-  with  his  brotlier  George,  he  sailed 
from  Liverpool  on  the  "Florida,"  and  landed  iu 
New  York  in  June,  1851.  They  came  direct  to 
Illinois,  where  Mr.  Whorrall  at  once  engaged  in 
fiirming.  He  and  liis  brother  secured  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  raw  prairie  land  six  miles  from 
Metamora  for  ?!12(»,  but  it  was  entirely  destitute 
of  imiirovements. 

The  lady  who  bears  the  name  of  Mrs.  Wliorrall 
was  in  her  maidenhood  Miss  Deborah  Manning. 
Their  union  was  celebrated  in  November,  1857, and 
unto  them  have  been  born  nine  children,  seven 
sons  and  two  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  jet  liv- 
ing: Edwin,  a  photographer,  who  is  married  and 
resides  in  Chicago;  Joseph  E.,  a  paper-hanger  and 
painter,  of  Roberts;  AVilliam,  also  a  paper-hanger 
and  painter,  who  is  married  and  resides  in  Roberts; 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  Oscar  Roberts,  a  farmer;  Sarah, 
wife  of  Cela  Foster,  of  Roberts;  Miles,  who  mar- 
ried Miss  Maud  E.  Longmyer  and  resides  on  the 
old  homestead;  Walter,  a  watchmaker  and  jeweler 
livingat  home;  Charles  Herbert  and  Henry  Arthur, 
who  aid  their  father  in  the  cultivation  of  the 
farm. 

Mr.  Whorrall  came  with  his  family  to  Ford 
County  in  1875,  and  has  since  been  identified 
with  its  growth  and  upbuilding.  He  purchased 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  partially  improved 
land  at  *35  per  acre,  which  is  now  worth  from 
$65  to  $100  per  acre.  The  many  improvements 
he  has  placed  upon  it  and  the  highly  cultivated 
state  of  the  fields  have  made  it  valuable  and  de- 
sirable property.  He  also  owns  property  in  Roberts. 
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In  politics,  he  is  a  Republican,  and  his  first  vote 
was  cast  for  Abraham  Lincoln.  He  has  served  as  a 
Director  of  tlie  public  schools  for  five  years,  hut 
has  never  been  an  office-seeker.  He  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Roberts,  and 
are  stanch  advocates  of  temperance  principles. 
They  have  given  liberally  to  all  worthy  enter- 
prises, are  charitable  and  benevolent  i)eople,  and 
the  poor  and  needy  are  7iever  turned  from  their 
door  empty-handed.  They  have  many  friends, 
and  their  h(inie  is  known  far  and  wide  for  its  hos- 
pitality. 


"SI? 


^^j  HARLES  BUCHHOLZ,  senior  member  of  the 
(I  firm  of  Buchholz  Bros.,  of  Melvin,  dealers  in 

'^^''  grain,  feed  and  coal,is  a  native  of  this  State. 
Marshall  County  was  the  place  of  his  birth  and  the 
date  October  22,  1857.  His  parents  are  August  and 
Caroline  (Funte)  Buchholz,  and  a  sketch  of  their 
lives  is  given  elsewhere  in  this  work.  We  now 
take  up  the  personal  history  of  our  subject,  who 
was  reared  upon  a  farm  and  acquired  his  education 
in  the  Melvin  schools,  also  at  the  college  of  Val- 
paraiso, Ind.,  the  Northern  Indiana  Normal.  Be- 
ing now  fitted  for  his  life  work,  in  the  spring  of 
1885  he  went  to  Jackson  County,  Minn.,  wlierc 
he  was  emploj'cd  in  teacliing  school  for  one  year 
and  then  turned  his  attention  to  farming,  which 
he  followed  with  good  success,  being  an  industri- 
ous and  enterprising  agriculturist. 

In  August,  1887,  Mr.  Buchholz  led  to  the  mar- 
riage altar  Miss  Lillie  Fletcher,  their  union  being 
celebrated  in  Osceola  County,  Iowa.  The  lady 
was  born  in  Kendall  Count\',  Ill.,and  is  a  daughter 
of  .Joseph  and  Sarah  Fletcher.  Two  children  have 
been  born  of  their  union,  a  son  and  daughter: 
Millie,  who  was  born  November  16,  1888,  and 
Fletcher,  on  the  2d  of  July,  1890.  Botli  were  born 
in  Jackson  County,  Minn. 

Mr.  Buchholz  continued  to  engage  in  farming  in 
that  county  until  the  autumn  of  1891,  when  he  re- 
turned to  Melvin  and  eml)arked  in  his  present  line 
of  trade  in  company  with  his  brother  William. 
This  firm  Ijought  <mt  the  old  established  firm  of 


lehl  &  Co.  The  Buchholz  Bros,  do  an  annual  bus- 
iness amounting  to  •$125,000  and  upwards  and  are 
held  to  be  among  the  largest  dealers  in  their  line 
in  the  county.  They  were  both  reared  from  child- 
hood in  Melvin,  enjoy  a  wide  acquaintance  in  the 
country  adjacent,  and  are  esteemed  as  upright  and 
honorable  men. 


i)HOMAS  O.  THOMPSON,  who  is  engaged 
in  general  farming  on  section  29,  Patton 
i'j  Township,  is  a  Norwegian  by  birth.  He 
first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  of  day  on  the 
lltli  of  August,  18-17.  He  was  reared  to  manhood 
on  a  farm  and  as  soon  as  old  enough  began  to  aid 
in  its  cultivation.  When  lie  reached  that  period 
when  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  begin  life  for  him- 
self, he  determined  to  seek  a  home  in  the  New 
World,  and,  in  1868,  crossed  the  Atlantic  on  a 
sailing-vessel,  whicii  left  harbor  in  the  latter  part 
of  April,  and  after  six  weeks  and  three  days  spent 
upon  the  broad  Atlantic,  a  pleasant  voj'age  on  the 
whole,  arrived  at  Quebec,  Canad.a. 

Soon  afterwards,  Mr.  Thompson  came  to  Illinois, 
locatingin  Leland,  La  Salle  County,  wliere  he  had 
a  sister  and  other  friends  living.  He  then  began 
work  upon  a  farm  and  was  employed  by  the  month 
as  a  farm  hand  for  seven  years.  On  the  expiration 
of  that  period, he  rented  land  in  La  Salle  County, 
which  he  operated  for  a  year.  As  a  companion 
and  helpmate  on  life's  journey,  he  cliose  Miss  Me- 
linda  Bergeson,  who  is  also  a  native  of  Norwaj^ 
and  during  her  infancy  was  brought  to  this  coun- 
try by  her  father,  Ole  Bergeson,  wiio  settled  in  La 
Salle  County,  where  she  was  reared  and  educated. 
Their  marriage  was  celebrated  in  that  county  on 
the  1st  of  March,  1866,  and  tlie}'  fjegan  their  do- 
mestic life  upon  a  rented  farm  in  Vermilion 
County,  where  they  resided  for  a  year. 

It  was  in  the  spring  of  1877  that  they  came  to 
Ford  County,  where  Mr.  Thompson  purchased  a 
tract  of  land  of  one  hundred  and  nine  acres,  his 
present  home.  He  has  since  liere  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  has  bought  an  additional  eighty-acre  tract 
of  land    across  the  road   on   section  20.     A  good 
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farm  of  one  hundred  and  eiglit\'-nine  acres  now 
paj-s  a  golden  tribute  to  the  care  and  cultivation 
which  the  owner  bestows  upon  it.  The  many  good 
improvements  there  seen  and  the  well-tilled  fields 
all  indicate  his  thrift  and  enterprise  and  tell  of  the 
busy  and  useful  life  spent  in  honorable  labor.  He 
gives  his  entire  attention  to  his  business  interests, 
never  having  taken  an  active  part  in  public  affairs, 
save  in  faithfully  discharging  his  duties  of  citizen- 
ship. He  votes  with  the  Republican  party,  having 
been  one  of  its  supporters  since  he  cast  his  first 
Presidential  ballot  for  James  A.  Garfield.  Himself 
and  wife  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

Unto  this  worthy  couple  have  been  born  six 
children:  JLartin  O.,  Olvin  R.,  Cora  Josephine, 
Melvin  T.,  Ruliy  M.,  and  Amos  H.  The  family 
has  resided  in  Ford  County  for  fifteen  years,  and 
the  parents  are  well  known  as  people  of  sterling 
worth,  well  deserving  the  regard  of  their  many 
friends. 


e^^-^P— = 
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'AMES  H.  WHITE,  a  general  grocer  of  Gib- 
son City,  established  business  at  that  place 
in  June,  1879,  and  has  now  a  large  and  lu- 
^^  crative  trade.  He  was  born  in  Leith,  Scot- 
land, June  30,  18.58,  and  is  a  son  of  James  and 
Agnes  (Main)  AVhite,  both  natives  of  the  same 
country'.  The  father  was  born  in  Boness,  Scotland, 
on  the  1.5th  of  April,  1815,  and  his  wife,  who 
was  over  four  years  his  junior,  was  born  January 
31,  1820.  and  died  on  the  12th  of  February,  1883, 
respected  by  all  who  knew  her.  She  was  descended 
from  an  old  Scotch  family  that  traces  its  ancestry 
back  for  six  hundred  years.  The  father  of  our 
subject  is  still  living  and  resides  in  Susquehanna, 
Pa.,  where  he  made  his  home  on  first  emigrating 
to  America,  in  1865. 

James  H.  White  came  with  his  parents  to  this 
country  and  here  received  his  education  in  the 
graded  schools  of  Susquehanna,  Pa.  For  two 
j'ears  he  was  engaged  in  a  twine  factory  in  Xenia, 
Ohio,  going  to  that  city  in  1877,  but  he  came  to 
Gibson  City  in  1879,  and  here  began  business,  as 
before  mentioned,  before  he  had  attained  liis  m.ajor- 


ity.  He  has  carried  on  the  grocery  trade  ever 
since  and  has  built  up  a  large  and  prosperous 
business.  He  began  in  a  small  way  but  has  now 
one  of  the  best  stores  in  Gibson  and  has  made  all 
that  he  has  by  his  own  unaided  efforts. 

In  Xenia,  Ohio,  Mr.  White  was  united  in  mar- 
riage, on  the  30th  of  December,  1880,  with  Miss 
Rachel  C.  Thompson,  a  daughter  of  John  Thomp- 
son. Her  father  was  a  soldier  in  the  late  war  and 
laid  down  his  life  on  the  altar  of  his  country. 
Mrs.  White  is  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  State,  born 
in  Xenia,  and  In'  her  marriage  has  become  the 
mother  of  two  children,  daughters:  Maud  Ellen 
and  Flthel  Agnes,  both  born  in  Gibson.  The  par- 
ents are  members  of  the  Presbyteritm  Church  and 
take  an  active  interest  in  its  work. 

In  jiolitics,  Mr.  White  is  a  stanch  supporter  of 
the  Republican  party  and  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Village  Board.  He  helped  to  organize  the 
Gibson  Building  and  Loan  Association,  and  served 
as  its  President  one  j'ear,  while  for  another  year 
he  was  its  Vice-president.  He  is  a  member  of  all 
of  the  Masonic  bodies  of  Gibson  City  and  also 
holds  membership  with  Mt.  Olivet  Commandery 
No.  38,  K.  T.,  of  Paston.  He  stands  very  high 
both  in  business  and  social  circles  and  is  one  of  the 
highly  respected  citizens  of  Ford  County.  He 
IS  enterprising  and  progressive,  and  well  worthy 
the  confidence  he  receives. 


^f^  ON.  NORINIAN  EDMUND  STEVENS,  pro- 
lirietor,  editor  and  publisher  of  the  Paston 
Record,  the  leading  paper  in  Ford  County) 
,j  established  his  office  in  Paxton  in  .January, 
1865,  and  has  since  been  activelj'  eng.aged  in  the 
publication  of  the  Record,  covering  a  period  of 
twentj^ -seven  years.  He  began  with  a  very  modest 
outfit,  when  the  county  was  sparselj-  settled,  and 
has  increased  his  facilities  for  business  as  the 
growth  of  Ford  and  adjoining  counties  developed 
a  demand,  until  he  now  has  one  of  the  most  com- 
plete printing  establishments  in  Eastern  and  Cen- 
tral Illinois.  The  Record  is  a  weekly  Republican 
journal,  38x40  inches  in  size, and  an  eight-cohniiu 
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quarto  in  form.  It  is  printed  on  a  steam  press  and 
has  a  circulation  of  fifteen  liundred.  Tlie  office 
occupies  the  ground  door  of  a  two-story  briclf,  has 
three  steam  presses  and  a  complete  modern  outfit 
for  newspaper  and  job  worlt.  It  has  undoubtedly 
the  best  and  most  extensive  facilities  for  job  work 
of  any  office  in  this  section  of  the  State.  The  office 
and  building,  which  are  the  property  of  the  pub- 
lisher, are  estimated  to  be  worth  $12,000. 

Mr.  Stevens  was  born  in  what  is  now  the  city  of 
Kent,  Portage  County,  Ohio,  on  the  25tli  of  April, 
1834,  and  is  a  son  of  Alarcus  and  Orpha  (Phelps) 
Stevens,  the  parents  being  pioneers  of  that  region. 
The  families  of  both  emigrated  from  Springfield, 
Mass.,  and  settled  in  Portage  County,  Ohio,  in 
1808.  Marcus  Stevens,  who  was  in  moderate  cir- 
cumstances, died  when  his  son  Norman  E.  was  but 
five  years  of  age  from  the  effects  of  a  freezing  of 
the  extremities  during  exposure  in  severe  winter 
weather.  His  death  occurred  in  -May,  1840,  and 
he  left  a  wife  and  five  small  children,  all  boys. 
The  family  continued  to  live  at  the  old  home,  but 
through  necessity,  the  sons,  as  thej'  attained  the 
age  of  ten  3'ears,  were  put  out  to  live  with  farmers, 
where  they  had  to  work  for  their  own  supi)ort, 
getting  but  limited  opportunities  for  education. 

In  accordance  with  this  rule,  Norman  E.,  at  the 
age  of  ten,  began  life  for  himself  as  a  farm  hand. 
The  mother  married  again  after  the  lapse  of  sBine 
fourteen  years,  her  second  husband  being  David 
McBride.  They  made  their  home  in  Oberrm,Ohio, 
the  better  to  educate  the  younger  children,  and 
subsequently  removed  to  Sparta,  Wis.,  where  the 
husband  died  in  1880,  aged  eighty-two  years, 
while  the  wife  passed  away  in  1886,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-three.  When  our  subject  was  a  lad  of  fif- 
teen, he  left  the  farm  and  went  to  Oberlin  with  the 
view  of  attending  college,  but  after  a  year  and  a 
half  of  study  was  obliged  to  suspend  his  schooling 
to  earn  the  means  of  suiiport.  AVith  the  end  in  view 
of  resuming  his  studies,  he  decided  to  learn  the 
printer's  trade,  and,  when  not  quite  seventeen,  he 
apprenticed  himself  to  the  publisher  of  the  Elyria 
(Ohio)  Courier.  On  the  office  being  destroyed  by 
fire  some  months  later,  Mr.  Stevens  went  to  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  and  secured  a  situation  in  the  office  of 
the  Daibj  Forest  City.,  which  was  edited  by  Joseph 


Medill,  since  more  widely  known  as  the  editor  of 
the  Chicago  Tribune.  Subsequently,  the  Da//?/ i^or- 
est  City  was  merged  with  the  Free  Denwcrat,  the  two 
constituting  the  Cleveland  iertffe?".  In  that  office 
our  subject  completed  his  trade  as  a  printer,  and  in 
1852  removed  to  Jefferson,  Ashtabula  County,  Ohio, 
and  engaged  in  the  office  of  the  Ashtabula  County 
Democrat,  then  [lublished  by  Bennett  Loomis.  After 
working  for  nearly  two  years  and  drawing  but  a 
small  portion  of  his  salary  he  was  obliged  to  buy  the 
office  or  lose  his  accumulated  earnings.  The  Demo- 
crat was  a  Douglas  paper  and  was  su[)ported  largely 
by  Democrats.  The  political  views  of  Stephen  A. 
Douglas  being  distasteful  to  Mr.  Stevens,  he  sold 
out  tiie  Democrat  in  1854  and  went  to  Watertown, 
Wis.,  where  he  bought  a  half-interest  in  the  Chron- 
icle and  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Rose  & 
Stevens,  publishers.  That  paper  supported  Fre- 
mont for  the  Presidency  in  1856. 

On  the  19th  of  March,  1857,  Mr.  Stevens  was 
married  in  that  city  to  Mrs.  Adda  H.  McMillen, 
widow  of  Milo  C.  McMillen,  and  a  daughter  of 
James  Clark,  Esq.,  of  Livonia,  N.  Y.  The  fol- 
lowing August,  lie  sold  his  interest  in  the  Clironicle, 
taking  up  his  residence  in  Reed's  Landing,  a  wide- 
awake lumbering  and  shipi)ing  |)oint  on  the  Upper 
Mississippi.  There  he  established  the  Wabasha 
County  Herald,  a  weekly  Republican  paper,  which 
he  conducted  successfully  until  the  fall  of  1863, 
when  he  sold  out  and  removed  to  Chicago.  He 
worked  at  his  trade  in  that  city  until  January, 
1865,  when  he  came  to  Paxton  and  established  the 
Paxton  Record,  which  he  has  since  conducted  with 
signal  success.  The  Record  has  always  been  thor- 
oughly Republican,  doing  the  best  service  in  sup- 
port of  that  part3',  but  it  has  also  been  sincerely 
and  earnestly  devoted  to  local  interests  in  the 
broadest  sense  of  the  term,  and  has  won  a  strong 
hold  upon  the  good-will  of  its  patrons.  While 
active  in  the  arena  of  politics  as  a  writer  and 
worker,  Mr.  Stevens  has  not  been  an  aspirant  for 
the  honors  or  emoluments  of  public  office.  In  the 
fall  of  1878,  he  was  nominated  for  Representative 
to  the  Illinois  Assembly  against  his  wishes,  and 
was  dul}-  elected.  He  faithfully  represented  the 
district  and  did  good  work  on  important  commitees. 
Prior  to  the  succeeding  election,  he  was  urged  to 
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accept  a  rc-notnination  but  declined  the  honor. 
With  the  exception  of  holding  some  minor  offices, 
he  has  not  since  been  connected  with  public  ser- 
vice. 

By  her  first  marriage,  Mrs.  Stevens  had  two 
daughters  and  a  son:  Leonore  H.,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Henr3f  Kelsej',  publisher  of  the  Times  in 
Olivia,  Minn.,  where  they  reside  wuth  their  fam- 
il\'  of  nine  children;  Belle  E.  became  the  wife  of 
Abram  Croft  and  died  in  Paxton  in  1881;  "Willis, 
the  onlj-  son,  is  married,  and  is  engaged  in  the 
real-estate  business  in  San  Francisco,  Cal.  To  ]\Ir. 
and  Mrs.  N.  E.  Stevens  two  sons  were  born:  Edgar 
N.,  who  is  single,  is  the  present  Postmcister  of  Pax- 
ton  and  is  associated  in  business  with  his  father  in 
the  publication  of  the  Record;  H.  Arthur  is  editor 
and  proprietor  of  the  Auburn  D^mte/i,  of  Auburn, 
De  Kalb  Countv,  Ind.  He  married  Miss  Jlinnie 
Hefner,  daughter  of  H.  C.  Hefner,  of  Paxton,  and 
has  one  son,  Harold  H. 

N.  E.  Stevens  is  an  Odd  Fellow,  a  charter  mem- 
ber of  Paxton  Lodge,  and  is  a  Knigiit  Templar 
Mason,  while,  in  religious  belief,  he  and  his  familj' 
are  Congregationalists.  In  the  twentj-seveu  years 
that  he  has  been  jiublishing  the  Record,  Mr.  Ste- 
vens has  advocated  with  ability  and  fearlessness 
that  which  he  thought  to  be  right  in  ever^'  cause 
that  affected  the  best  interests  and  welfare  of  the 
communitj'  where  he  resides,  and  of  humanity  in 
general.  While  in  the  heat  of  political  campaigns 
he  has  fired  hot  shot  into  the  ranks  of  the  enemy, 
he  has  retained  the  respect  and  regard  of  those 
whom  he  opposed  and  has  won  the  good-will  and 
confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens  in  general.  All 
worthy  public  enterprises  have  ever  received  from 
his  pen  a  cordial  and  earnest  support,  and  his  influ- 
ence for  good  is  recognized  by  all. 
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j..^    W.  KJELLSTRAND, who  for  a  quarter  of 
(.@IOl    a  century  has  made  his  home  in  Paxton,  is 
one  of    the   worth.y  citizens  that  Sweden 
has    furnished    to   Illinois.     He  was  born 
in  that  country  July    15,  1832,  and  is  a  son  of  C. 


A.  Kjellstrand,  who  was  also  a  native  of  Sweden, 
and  there  spent  his  entire  life.  Our  subject  passed 
the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  the  land  of 
his  nativity'  and  received  good  edui'atioual  ad- 
vantages in  its  schools.  He  then  learned  the  paint- 
er's trade,  serving  a  five-years'  apprenticeship, 
after  which  he  worked  at  the  business  for  ten  years 
before  emigrating  to  America. 

As  a  companion  and  helpmate  on  life's  journey, 
Mr.  Kjellstrand  chose  Miss  C.  II.  Gunnarson,  also 
a  native  of  Sweden,  their  union  being  celebrated 
in  February,  1859.  Ten  years  later,  he  bade  good- 
bye to  his  home  and  on  a  steamer  sailed  from  Got- 
tenburg  to  London.  He  crossed  England  hy  rail 
to  Liverpool,  and  from  thence  took  passage  to  New 
York,  where  he  arrived  in  April,  of  that  j'ear. 
His  first  location  was  made  in  Silver  Creek,  in  the 
western  part  of  the  Empire  State,  where  he  re- 
mained for  about  two  months  and  a  half.  He 
reached  Illinois  on  the  2d  of  July  following,  and, 
making  a  location  in  Paxton,  embarked  in  business 
in  the  line  of  his  chosen  trade.  Being  pleased 
with  the  country  and  feeling  that  prospects  were 
good,  he  sent  for  his  family,  who  were  still  residing 
in  Sweden,  and  on  the  14th  of  June,  1870,  was 
joined  h\  his  wife  and  four  sons,  the  eldest  of 
whom  was  then  ten  years  old,  the  youngest  a  lad 
of  four  summers.  Since  that  time  they  have  lost 
two  children:  C.  AV.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nine- 
teen jears,  and  .T.  T.,  who  died  in  his  tenth  jear. 
The  elder  son  now  living  is  C.  J.  A.,  who  married, 
and  follows  merchandising  in  Paxton.  The  j"Ounger, 
A.  W.,  is  professor  of  languages  in  Betany  College, 
of  Lindsborg,  Kan.  He  is  a  man  of  superior  edu- 
cation and  of  their  sons  the  parents  may  well  be 
proud. 

On  the  arrival  of  his  family,  Mr.  Kjellstrand 
began  work  with  renewed  energy  and  has  since  fol- 
lowed his  trade,  his  enterprise  and  industry  gain- 
ing for  him  a  nice  home  and  comfortable  income, 
together  with  a  large  and  constantlj'  increasing  bus-- 
iness.  His  success  has  been  due  entirely  to  iiis  own 
efforts  and  he  certainly  deserves  great  credit  for  it. 
Himself  and  wife  are  active  workers  in  the  Evan- 
gelical Lutheran  Church,  in  which  he  has  been  an 
officer  for  fifteen  years.  He  is  now  a  member  of 
the  School  Board  and  the  cause  of  education  finds 
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iu  him  a  warm  friend.  As  a  publie-si)iiitecl  and 
progressive  citizen,  lie  gives  liis  lieavty  support  to 
all  that  is  calculated  to  benefit  the  community'  or 
jiromote  the  general  welfare.  In  politics,  he  cast 
his  first  vote  for  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant,  and  has  sup- 
ported every  Presidential  candidate  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  since  that  time.  Among  the  people  of 
this  community  he  has  lived  a  blameless  life  and 
has  therebj'  won  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  a 
large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances. 

?>)  inVARDAVUNDER  is  one  of  the  prominent 
farmers  of  Wall  Townshiti,  residing  on  sec- 
Ik^  tion  20.  lie  lias  made  his  home  in  Ford 
County  for  twenty-one  years  and  well  deserves 
representation  in  this  volume.  A  native  of  Mar- 
shall County,  111.,  he  was  liorn  .luly  G,  1S.58,  and  is 
the  seventh  in  a  family  of  nine  children.  The  par- 
rents,  .Tolin  and  Margaret  (Dyerling)  Wunder,  were 
both  natives  of  the  Province  of  Byron,  Germany. 
The  father  has  followed  farming  throughout  his 
entire  life.  He  is  still  living,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-two years.  His  wife  p.issed  away  iu  March, 
1882.  Six  of  tliei]'  children  are  yet  living:  George, 
who  is  represented  elsewhere  in  this  volume;  Mag- 
gie, wife  of  George  Trundley,  a  farmer  residing  in 
Iroquois  County;  Andrew,  who  is  deceased;  Henry, 
who  is  married  and  resides  in  Ottawa,  111.;  John, 
who  died  in  infancy;  the  next  child  died  in  in- 
fancy; Edward,  of  this  sketcli;  Samuel,  who  is 
married  and  follows  farming  in  Canada,  and  Peter, 
who  is  a  resident  of  the  same  locality. 

Our  subject  has  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life 
in  Ford  County.  He  was  educated  in  both  German 
and  English  schools.  Mr.  Wunder  is  truly  a  self- 
made  man  for  he  started  out  in  life  empty-handed 
and  by  his  own  exertions  has  worked  his  way  up- 
ward. With  his  only  dollar,  he  purchased  a  hog, 
and  the  investment  proved  a  profitable  one.  Since 
that  time  his  career  has  been  generally  successful. 
He  has  had  to  overcome  some  obstacles  and  disad- 
vantages, but  1)3'  industry  and  good  management 
has  secured  for  himself  a  handsome  competence 
which  numbers  him  among  the  substantial  citizens 
of  the  community. 


On  the  24th  of  December,  1882,  Mr.  Wunder 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Cora  Pearl 
Sharp,  who  was  born  September  9,  1866,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  George  and  Sarah  (Austin)  Sh.arp, 
both  of  whom  are  natives  of  the  Empire  State.  Her 
parents  are  still  living.  Mr.  Sharp,  who  is  now 
fifty-nine  years  of  age,  is  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  in  Walworth  County,  Wis.  In  polities,  he 
is  a  Democrat.  By  the  union  of  our  subject  and 
his  wife  four  children  have  been  born,  two  sons 
and  two  daughters:  (ieorge  Edward,  eight  jears  of 
age;  .John  W.,  now  deceased;  Imo,  aged  five,  and 
Verna,  deceased. 

Mr.  AVunder  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Gen.  Hancock  and  has  since  l)een  a  supporter  of 
Democratic  iirinciples.  He  is  now  serving  as  School 
Director  in  his  district  and  has  been  Clerk  of  the 
School  Board.  In  religious  belief, he  is  a  Catholic, 
holding  membership  with  the  church  in  Loda.  111., 
of  which  Father  Lewis  is  pastor.  He  devotes  his 
time  and  attention  to  the  development  of  his  fine 
farm,  which  comprises  two  hundred  and  forty  acres 
of  land,  partly  in  AVall  and  partly  in  Dix  Township. 
He  has  a  neat  and  comfortable  home  and  the  im- 
provements upon  the  jjlace  are  such  as  are  gener- 
ally seen  upon  a  model  farm.  During  his  residence 
in  the  county,  Mr.  Wunder  has  ever  borne  his  part 
in  its  upbuilding  and  development,  and  has  mani- 
fested a  commendable  interest  in  all  that  pertains 
to  its  advancement. 


<<rt  IlILLIAM  R.  TRICKEL,  the  oldest  surviv- 
\/\ll  '"»  pioneer  of  Ford  Count}',  now  residing 
V^^  in  Paxtoii,  is  a  native  of  Indiana.  He 
was  born  near  Yincennes,  on  the  21st  of  January, 
1821,  and  is  a  son  of  Robert  and  Catherine  (Ben- 
syl)  Trickel.  His  father  was  born  in  Virginia,  in 
1795,  and,  in  his  youth,  went  to  Pickaway  County, 
Ohio,  where  he  was  married.  He  afterward  emi- 
grated, about  1819,  to  Indiana,  and  to  Illinois  in 
1823,  locating  in  Vermilion  County,  building  a 
mill  at  Danville,  whence  he  removed  to  Cham- 
paign County,  in  1826.  He  there  resided  twelve 
vears,  or,  until  1838,  when  he  came  to  what  is  now 
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Ford  County,  and  settled  at  Trickel's  Grove,  so 
called  after  its  first  settler.  He  subsequently  be- 
came a  resident  of  Green  County,  Wis.,  wliere  liis 
death  occurred  in  1877. 

William  R.  Triekel,  whose  name  heads  this  rec- 
ord, was  brought  by  his  parents  to  Illinois  in  1823, 
when  a  babe  of  two  summers.  The  family  settled 
in  Vermilion  County.  He  afterward  accompanied 
them  to  Champaign  Count}-,  and  later  came  with 
them  to  what  is  now  Button  Township,  Ford 
County,  in  1 8.38,  the  family  locating  at  Trickel's 
Grove.  He  endured  all  the  hardships  and  priva- 
tions of  pioneer  life,  and  has  been  an  eye-witness 
of  the  growth  of  the  county  since  the  days  of  its 
earliest  infancy.  He  was  married  in  tliis  county 
in  1848,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Cather- 
ine Triekel,  and  unto  them  has  been  born  a  family 
of  five  children,  who  are  yet  living. 

Mr.  Triekel  made  his  home  at  Ten  Mile  Grove 
after  his  marriage,  where  he  engaged  in  merchan- 
dising, and  also  carried  on  a  blacksmith  and  gun 
shop.  He  there  continued  to  live  until  1867, 
when  he  removed  to  Paxton,  where  ho  still  carries 
on  a  gun  shop.  We  find  in  liim  a  typical  pioneer, 
and,  although  seventy-one  years  of  age,  his  mem- 
ory is  good  and  his  intellect  bright.  He  possesses 
a  rare  fund  of  information  relative  to  pioneer 
days  in  this  section  of  Illinois,  which,  unfortu- 
nately, is  not  adapted  to  tliis  work. 


54,,  ANIEL  H.  STRINE  is  engaged  in  mer- 
chandising in  Roberts.  For  many  years 
he  was  connected  with  the  agricultural  in- 
terests of  Ford  County,  and  since  coming 
to  this  community  has  been  recogriized  as  one  of  its 
prominent  citizens.  He  was  born  in  York  Count}', 
Pa.,  May  6,  1855.  His  father,  Michael  Strine,  was 
born  Februarj-  26,  1821,  in  the  Ke3'Stone  State, 
and  was  of  German  extraction.  He  started  out  in 
life  empty-handed,  but  was  very  successful,  and 
acfjuired  a  good  propert}-.  In  politics,  he  was  a 
stalwart  Republican,  and  himself  and  wife  were  de- 
vout members  of  the  Evangelical  Association.     He 


married  Salome  Miller,  who  was  born  March  12, 
1812,  and  died  March  4,  1885.  Mr.  Strine  died 
March  24,  1884.  Tiiey  had  a  family  of  three  sons 
and  four  daughters:  David,  a  clergyman,  who  is 
married  and  lives  in  Williamsport,  Pa.;  William, 
who  is  married  and  follows  farming  in  York 
County,  Pa.;  Anna,  wife  of  George  Toome}-,  of 
High  Spire,  Dauphin  County,  Pa.;  IMaggie,  wife  of 
E.  B.  Miller,  (if  Storm  Lake,  Iowa;  Adeline,  wife 
of  Solomon  Urich,  an  agriculturist  of  York 
County,  Pa.;  Sarah  C,  wife  of  George  Crowl,  of 
Dauphin  County,  Pa.;  and  Daniel,  wiio  completes 
the  family. 

In  presenting  this  sketch  of  Mr.  Strine,  we  re- 
cord the  life  work  of  a  self-made  man,  who  started 
out  for  himself  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years, 
and,  with  no  capital  on  which  to  depend,  lias 
worked  his  way  upward,  overcoming  all  obstacles, 
until  he  is  now  numbered  among  the  substantial 
citizens  of  the  community.  He  began  working  on 
a  farm  at  $8  per  month,  and  continued  to  serve  in 
that  way  until  Lis  marriage.  He  was  joined  in 
wedlock,  December  31,  1884,  with  Miss  Florence 
Deems,  who  was  born  in  Waahington  County,  Pa., 
and  reared  in  Putnam  County,  111.  Her  parents, 
.lohn  and  Eveline  (Fitzsiminons)  Deems,  were  na- 
tives of  the  Keystone  State,  the  former  born  Sep- 
tember 27,  1822,  and  the  latter  August  11,1825. 
They  now  reside  in  Loda,  111.,  and  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Cluireh.  Mr.  Deems  is  a  retired 
farmer.  The  family  numbered  tliree  sons  and 
three  daughters,  but  one  son  is  now  deceased. 
Ann,  the  eldest,  is  the  wife  of  R.  C.  Anderson,  a 
farmer  of  Ford  County,  111.;  William  is  married 
and  resides  in  Hutchinson,  Kan.;  .J.  W.  is  married 
and  follows  fanning  in  Kidder,  Mo.;  Mrs.  Strine  is 
next  younger;  Georgie  is  now  deceased;  and  Dora 
is  the  wife  of  A.  J.  Lytle,  a  carpenter  and  joiner 
of  Paxton. 

In  1875,  Mr.  Strine  located  in  Wall  Township, 
where  he  rented  land  for  some  time,  and  after- 
ward engaged  in  farming.  He  had  many  obsta- 
cles to  overcome,  yet  steadily  worked  his  way  up- 
ward and  won  success.  On  Januar}'  18,  1892,  he 
opened  a  store  in  Roberts,  and  now  carries  a  full 
line  of  staple  and  fancy  groceries,  queensware  and 
clothing.     His  stock  is  valued  at  12,000.     His  fair 
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and  honest  dealing  and  his  courteous  treatment  of 
his  customers  have  already  won  him  a  liberal  pat- 
ronage, which  has  increased  from  the  beginning. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Strine  are  both  members  of  the 
INIethodist  Church  and  she  belongs  to  the  Foreign 
]\ri.ssionary  Society.  They  have  no  ciiildren  of 
their  own,  but  have  an  adoitted  daughter,  May, 
who  is  now  nine  years  of  age,  and  has  resided  with 
them  for  four  years.  In  politics,  Mr.  Strine  is  a 
Republican,  and  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Rutherford  B.  Hayes.  He  was  one  of  the  Paxton 
delegation  which  paid  a  visit  to  Gen.  Harrison. 
He  is  classed  among  the  representative  and  pro- 
gressive citizens  of  Roberts,  and  is  highly  re- 
spected throughout  the  community  where  he  has 
so  long  made  his  liome.  Industry,  frugality  and 
tlu'ift  have  formed  the  rounds  of  the  ladder  by 
which  he  has  mounted  to  the  proud  position  which 
he  to-day  occupies. 


ijOBERTS'  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS.  The  school 
^  district  No.  5  was  organized  in  1 868,  and 
\\  the  same  year  the  schoolhouse  was  built  on 
the  soutlieast  corner  of  section  16,  L\'nian 
Township.  The  first  teacher  was  W.  W.  Graham, 
son  of  A.  B.  Graham,  a  highly  respected  farmer  of 
this  neighborhood.  In  1872,  after  the  village  of 
Roberts  was  laid  out,  it  was  deemed  proper  to  have 
the  rural  academy  near  the  center  of  po|mlation, 
therefore  the  people  voted  to  have  the  schoolhouse 
moved  into  the  village.  For  several  years,  the 
school  struggled  on  under  the  liurden  of  a  bonded 
debt  and  teachers  of  diverse  etliciency.  In  1876, 
having  increased  sufficiently  in  numerical  strength 
and  wealth,  the  Directors  thought  it  necessary  to 
have  a  teacher  of  more  than  ordinar}'  qualifica- 
tions, so  they  applied  to  R.  N.  Gorsuch,  then 
County  Superintendent,  to  send  them  an  efficient 
teacher.  The  Su|)erintendeut  urged  F.  G.  Loliman, 
who  had  made  an  excellect  record  in  a  large  coun- 
try school,  to  go  at  once  to  Roberts. 

On  the  7th  of  Septeml)er,  1876,  Mr.  Lohman 
presetited  him.self  before  two  of  the  Directors  and 
was  employed  for  one  month  only,  tlie   Directors 


saying  that  they  had  had  so  much  bad  luck  in  se- 
curing teachers  that  they  would  employ  perma- 
nently only  on  a  month's  trial.  Mr.  Lohman  ac- 
cepted and  began  his  labors  on  Tuesday  morning,  ■ 
September  17.  He  at  once  began  trying  to  raise 
the  grade  of  the  school.  The  enrollment  was 
sixty-one  the  first  day  and  the  number  was  soon 
swelled  to  eighty-five,  so  that  the  task  seemed 
almost  hopeless.  At  the  end  of  the  month,  he 
appeared  before  tlie  Directors  to  ask  if  he  should 
continue  the  work,  and  when  told  to  do  so  urged 
tlie  necessity  of  an  assistant.  The  request  was 
granted  and  Miss  Helen  AVycoff  was  employed  as  a 
primary  teacher.  Frojn  that  time  the  school  has 
steadilj'  advanced  in  excellence.  For  a  primary 
room  the  Town  Hall  was  rented  and  for  years  the  lit- 
tle folks  were  kept  there  under  the  most  unfavora- 
ble circumstances.  Mr.  Lohman  remained  in  charge 
for  five  j^ears,  giving  the  school  a  new  impetus  and 
doing  efficient  and  practical  work.  Many  of  his 
pupils  afterward  became  excellent  teachers.  Among 
them,  Miss  Jennie  Sackett,  afterwaid  Mrs.  Law- 
rence Campbell,  in  a  i)ublic  examination  for  a 
teacher's  certificate  carried  off  the  highest  grade 
ever  made  by  an  ap|)licant  up  to  that  time.  In 
1882,  the  school  retrograded  under  an  inefficient 
teacher.  The  following  year,  1883,  F.  E.  Bonney 
was  called  to  the  work  and  rescued  the  school  from 
the  chaotic  condition  into  which  it  imd  again 
lapsed  after  Mr.  Lohman  left  it.  He  remained  in 
ciiarge  for  six  years.  In  1884, a  large  schoolhouse 
was  built  and  another  te.acher  added  to  the  force. 
George  Bloomer  and  W.  R.  Stone  were  next  em- 
ployed, the  former  serving  two  years,  the  latter  one 
year.  Among  the  primary  teachers.  Miss  Madge 
Crowner  was  the  most  successful  and  filled  the  po- 
sition with  credit  for  six  years.  She  is  one  of  the 
best  primar3'  teachers  in  Eastern  Illinois. 

In  1892,  F.  G.  Lohman,  who  in  the  meantime 
had  served  eight  j^ears  as  County  Superintendent, 
was  again  called  to  the  Principalship.  Although 
the  respective  teachers  had  worked  upon  some 
sort  of  system,  no  grading  had  been  attempted. 
When  Mr.  Lohman  w.is  again  placed  at  the  head 
of  the  school,  the  Directors  had  him  prepare  a 
graded  course  of  study,  which  was  adopted  and 
ordered  pulilished.     The  school  is  now  in  a  flour- 
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ishing  condition,  and  though  the  course  adopted 
is  not  as  extensive  as  courses  in  schools  with  eight 
or  more  teachers,  yet  it  covers  sufficient  ground  to 
fit  j'oung  jieople  for  higher  institutions  of  learning 
and  for  a  practical,  useful  life.  The  success  of  the 
school  is  certainly  due  in  a  great  degree  to  Prof. 
Lohraan,  and  under  the  efficient  iijanagement  of  the 
present  Directors,  Christopher  Anderson,  J.  P. 
Smith  and  Robert  Chambers,  the  school  will  un- 
doubtedly be  kept  at  a  high  standard  and  retain 
its  excellent  reputation. 


'^UDSON  CUBBUCK,  one  of  the  leading  jiho- 
tographers  of  Gibson  City,  was  born  in  Ilor- 
nellsville,  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  on  the 
*J^^  19th  of  March,  1858,  and  is  a  son  of  Rev. 
John  and  Jerusha  B.  (Rathbun)  Ciibbuck.  The 
Cubhuck  family  was  founded  in  America  by  two 
brothers  who  escaped  from  England  during  Crom- 
well's reign  and  settled  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y. 
Their  descendants  have  been  largely  given  to  the 
professional  callings,  being  mostly  doctors,  law- 
yers, ministers  and  literary  men. 

Rev.  John  Ciibbuck,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  bom  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1819,  and  on 
his  grandmother's  side  was  of  German  and  French 
descent.  AVhen  very  young  he  lost  his  father  and 
was  reared  to  manhood  by  his  grandmother.  At 
about  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  he  entered  the  On- 
eida Herald  office  and  there  acquired  most  of  his 
education.  On  account  of  failing  health,  he  trav- 
eled for  ten  years  as  a  reporter,  visiting  China, 
Japan,  Farther  India,  Burmah,  Australia,  New  Zea- 
land, Cape  Colony,  nearly  every  island  of  the  Paci- 
fic, every  country  of  South  America  and  all  the 
countries  of  Europe.  While  in  Australia,  he 
founded  the  Sydney  Press,  but  returned  to  Lock- 
port,  N.  Y.,  and  was  associated  with  the  Niagara 
Democral.  When  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  was  a  mere  vil- 
lage, he  went  thither  and  became  connected  with  the 
St.  Paul  Democrat.  Some  three  years  later,  he  came 
to  Ogle  County,  111.,  where  he  owned  a  section  of 
land,  which  he  sold  for  $1.25  per  acre.  The  fol- 
lowing year  he  went  to  Fremont,  N.  Y.,  and  was 


ordained  as  a  minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  though  he  preached  but  a  short  time. 
When  the  question  of  slavery  came  before  the  peo- 
ple, he  took  an  active  part  in  its  discussion,  and  on 
the  breaking  out  of  the  war  enlisted  in  that  strug- 
gle with  nearly  his  entire  congregation.  He  was 
offered  a  chaplaincy,  but  refused  it,  desiring  rather 
to  enter  the  ranks.  In  his  own  words,  he  "went 
out  to  fight,  not  to  pray,"  and  became  a  mem- 
ber of  Company  C,  Twenty-third  New  York  In- 
fantiy.  At  the  battle  of  Antietam,  he  received 
several  wounds,  being  injured  by  a  ball  cutting 
the  cords  on  the  back  of  his  left  hand;  another 
ball  entered  his  right  elbow  and  came  out  back  of 
his  shoulder.  Having  fallen,  a  wagon  ran  over 
him,  bruising  him  so  badly  that  on  account  of  his 
wounds  he  was  discharged,  and,  returning  home, 
lived  some  nine  years,  earning  his  livelihood  by  his 
pen.  He  was  an  able  writer  and  a  man  of  superior 
ability.  He  died  very  suddenly,  and  his  loss  was 
deeply  lamented  by  all  who  knew  him,  for  he  was 
one  of  the  true  Christian  gentlemen  of  the  com- 
munity where  he  resided. 

In  .Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  Rev.  John  Cubbuck 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Jerusha  B.  Rath- 
bun,  a  native  of  that  county.  She  is  of  English 
descent,  her  people  being  among  the  early  settlers 
of  Connecticut.  Her  father,  J.  B.  Rathbun,  was  a 
pioneer  settler  of  Fremont,  N.  Y'.,  being  its  first 
inhabitant.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cubbuck  were 
born  eleven  children,  five  sons  and  six  daughters, 
all  of  whom  are  yet  living.  The  mother  still  lives 
in  Fremont,  where  she  is  highly  esteemed  for  her 
many  worthy  qualities.  Emily  Frances  Cubbuck, 
who  wrote  under  the  Hom  ffep/M)fte,  "Fannie  Fos- 
ter," was  the  wife  of  Dr.  Adoiiiram  Judson,  the 
first  Christian  missionary  to  Burmah,  and  was  an 
own  cousin  of  Rev.  John  Cubbuck. 

Our  subject,  Judson  Cubbuck,  is  the  sixth  child 
in  order  of  birth  in  the  above  fan-.ily,  and  his  edu- 
cation was  received  at  Alford  Universit3',  in  Alle- 
gany County,  N.  Y.,  but  failing  health  caused  him 
to  leave  the  school  before  he  had  completed  the 
course.  Since  thirteen  years  of  age,  he  has  made 
his  own  way  in  the  world  and  when  only  fifteen 
gave  lectures  and  recitals  in  public  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  money  to  attend  school.     In  1877,  he 
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onme  to  Osrle  rounty.   111.,  (onchiinj  tlipvp  for  two 

yi';irs.  ;inil  tlicn    went    loSnulli    1  J.-ikotM,    wluTC  lu> 
tnug'lit  llio  lirst  si'hool  lu'lwoi'ii  limdu  ami    I'iorre. 

Dii  tho  I  nil  of  Aiinust,  I.S7;).  Mr.  {'iililnit-k  mtir- 
ried  Miss  Lillie  M.  .Vlma,  a  iiain  o  of  llonu'r,  N. 
Y.,  l>iit  8lio  was  calli'd  to  Iut  liiial  rest  tlio  follow- 
iuii'spriiii;,  ill  ('liic-iuo.  (ioiiii>l<>  IMc  Loan  Coiinly, 
ill.,  he  lluTC  laiinlil  for  foiii-  years,  his  school 
staiiiliiin  llu'  hij^lu'^t  in  llu'  county  on  t'xaiiiin.a- 
lion.  Mr.  CnliluicU  was  a^iiin  inarritnl,  .liino  liO, 
ISSl,  ill  llonu'lKvilh',  N.  ^■..  (his  tiiiio  to  Miss  Jon- 
iiio  Sutton.  .'1  ilauiihtcr  of  AVilliain  Sutton,  who 
has  Ih'1'11  .■!  |iliot,oi;r;i|ilu'r  of  that  city  for  thirty 
years,  hciiiy-  one  of  the  liot  ;iiii>ls  in  thai  prirt  of 
the  Stnte.  By  this  union  has  lieon  liiuii  one  child, 
Helen  L.  After  the  ni;iiiiaiie  of  our  suhjeet,  he  re- 
turned to  Illinois  jiiid  .-ipiin  taiiyht  school  for  four 
years.  Coinj^  hack  to  New  York,  he  learned  the 
l)liotoi;raiiliiii<;-  Inisiness  and  in  18',)1  inircliased  ti 
i;allei-y  in  (hIishh  ( 'ity,  of  .1.  1 1.  Ashliy,  which  lie 
has  since  conducted. 

Mr  t'lililmek  is  ;i  Dciiinci'.at  in  |ioiitics,  and  so- 
cially is  a  iiiciiilicr  of  the  Odd  I'ellciws'  lodye.  tliP 
.Sons  of  Netc'ians  and  the  Order  of  Ued  Men,  His 
wife  is  a  nieiiilier  of  the  IMetlnidist  H|iisco|ial 
Church,  in  the  work  i>f  which  she  lakes  an  active 
Iiarl.  Air.  Cnhlniek  has  liceii  a  eoi  rcs|)ondeiit  for 
some  of  the  best  iicws|)a|ieis  of  this  country,  coii- 
triluiliii^-  liiilh  prose  and    |ioetr\. 


L^^1H():\IAS  I).  'niOMrsON,  gcncnil  nierch.ant 
/l»Z^>  'iiid  rostiiiaster  of  Mclvin,  and  one  of  its 
\r-^  earliest  .settlers,  located  in  that  phua'  in 
Septenilier,  I.s7l,aiid  liuilt  the  (irst  residence  there. 
Into  it  he  moved  with  his  f.ainily,  and  there  his 
second  son,  Clyde,  was  horn,  the  lirsl  white  child 
born  in  the  vill.age. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Moiinie  County, Ohio, 
where  his  birth  occurred  on  the  llh  of  December, 
1817.  His  p.aieiits,  Willi.ani  and  Cutlieriue  (Dyer) 
Tlumipson,  are  represjented  on  another  ivij^e  of 
this  work,  in  connection  with  John  M.  Thompson 's 
sketch.     With   the  family,  he  came  to  Illinois    in 


18(M,  loeatin":  fii-st  in  IMarshall  County,  ncir  New 
l>'iill:mil,  l.aSalle  Coiinl\.  where  lln'  falhci'  was 
en<>.aiicd  in  farniini;. 

'riiomas  I).  'I'lioinpson  has  been  a  resident  of 
Illinois  since  l.sdl.  He  w;is  re;ireil  lu  manhood 
upon  his  father's  farm,  and  attended  the  clislii<l 
sdiool,  after  which  he  ciniipleted  his  edui'alion  In 
taking'  a  year'scour.se  at  tin-  Normal  I '  nivcisity.  of 
Normal,  111.  Snlisciiiicnt  to  th.al  lime,  he  w.as  en- 
gaiicd  in  f.a ruling' and  tcachiiij.;'  in  l.:i  Salle  Coiint\, 
and  was  married  near  low.'i  City,  low.i,  mi  the  '.llh 
of  November.  KS(;!l,to  i\li,ss  I'lli/.a  !■:.  Ilobbs,  who  w:is 
born  Noxember  I'i,  I  SIS,  in  ISclmout  County,  Ohio, 
and  is  a  daiighter  of  ( 'alcb  .Miid  l,':ichcl  A  (Slantdii) 
Hobbs.  Her  father  was  born  in  Maryland  and  her 
niothcrin  Ohio,  beiiii:;  reared  in  lielmont  Coiiiit\', 
where  she  iiiai'i'ie<l  .Mr.  llobli-.  In  e.ailicr  life,  Mr. 
Hobbs  followed  fanning  but  later  was  fiu'i'iiinn  of  a 
large  tobacco  pai'kiiig  est.abiishment.  Iledicd  when 
Mrs 'I'hompson  was  abdiil  I'dur  years  of  .•ige.  His 
widowslill  lives  in  liarnesvillc, Ohio,  aged  seventy 
years.  .She  was  reared  in  the  (^)uaker  faith,  but 
when  some  t  wenty-live  years  old,  joiiu'd  the  Meth- 
odist I'lpiseolial  Church,  to  which  Mr.  Ilobbs  also 
belonged.  Of  their  eight  children,  only  three 
survive. 

It  was  in  ISGll  that,  Mr.  'riiompsou  removed 
from  La  Salle  ('(Uiiity  to  I'eaeh  ( )i'cliard  Township, 
Ford  Cdiinty,  where  he  was  engaged  in  fai'miiig 
and  teaching  school  for  tw'o  years.  In  .September, 
187  1,  he  located  in  Melvin,  where  he  was  eiiiplo\'ed 
as  Station  .Vgciit  for  the  (lilmaii,  Clinton  A 
S|)riiiglicld  Uaili'o.'id  Company,  now  the  Illinois 
Central.  To  that  work,  he  devoted  his  energies 
for  about  a  year,  and  was  also  .\geiil.  for  the 
.Vmerica  l^xpress  Company  during  the  lime.  In 
1S72,  he  beg.aii  meiehandising  in  company  with 
his  brothel',  .lohii  M.,  as  dealers  in  groceries  and 
.'igriciiltural  iniplenu'uls,  wlii<'li  connection  was 
I'lnitiuucd  until  1878,  since  which  tiiiu^  he  has 
been  alone, doing  a  general  iiicri^haiidisiiig  business. 
In  1872,  he  was  also  appointed  rostiiiaster  at  Mel- 
vin and  served  until  the  Cleveland  administration, 
which  caused  his  retirement  in  lSS:"i,  but  in  May, 
188'.),  he  was  re-appointed  and  is  the  present  iii- 
ennibent. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tlioni|)son  have  a  family  number- 


468 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


ing  four  sons  and  three  daugliters:  MeCalmoiint, 
Clyde,  P..  Ralph,  Cestia  A.,  (;ertnKle,  Eliza  M.  and 
Glenn.  All  were  born  in  Melvin  exeept  the  eldest, 
who  is  a  native  of  Peaoh  Oreliard  Townshii). 

In  his  political  views,  Mr.  Thompson  is  a  Re- 
publican, and  has  served  one  term  as  Supervisor  of 
Peacli  Orchard.  lie  has  been  .School  Director  of 
the  Melvin  schools  since  1872,  or  for  twenty  years, 
and  has  held  minor  oflices.  He  and  his  wife  are 
consistent  members  of  the  Jlethodist  Church  of 
Melvin  and  Mr.  Thompson  has  been  .Superintendent 
of  the  .Sunday-school  since  its  oi'ganization,  which 
was  effected  at  the  time  tlie  church  was  instituted, 
in  1872.  In  years  of  residence  in  Melvin,  he  is  the 
oldest  settler.  Ever  since  he  came  here,  he  has 
been  one  of  the  nu)st  active  and  enterprising  citizens 
of  the  place,  and  is  po()ulai-,  both  as  a  mercliant 
and  Postmaster.  In  the  discharge  cif  liis  otlicial 
duties,  he  is  prompt,  correct,  and  attentive  to  the 
wants  of  the  patrons  of  the  ollicc.  The  Meth- 
odist Church  has  ever  found  in  him  a  faitiiful  and 
consistent  member,  as  well  as  a  lil)eral  conti'ibutor 
to  its  support,  while  his  worthy  wife  has  also  borne 
her  part  in  the  work  of  the  church  aud  societies, 
and  both  are  held  in  high  esteem  b}'  those  who 
know  them. 


ll@'@@l^i^ 


LBERT  S.  .SMITH,  of  Paxton,  who  is  en- 
gaged in  painting,  is  a  native  of  Massachu- 
setts. He  was  born  in  Norfolk  County, 
that  State,  Ai)ril  3,  1828,  and  is  descended 
from  good  old  Revolutionary  stock.  His  grand- 
father, Benjamin  .Smith,  was  a  hero  in  tlie  "War  for 
Independence,  serving  throughout  the  struggle  as 
a  musician,  and  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  one 
hundred  and  three  years.  The  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, Benjamin  Smith,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Massachu- 
setts, in  1800,  and  was  a  self-educated  and  a  self- 
made  man  financiall}'.  By  trade  he  was  a  carpenter 
and  followed  that  occupation  during  his  early  life, 
but  afterward  became  overseer  in  a  cotton  factory. 
In  his  native  county  he  married  Wealthy  Leonard, 
who  was  born  in  Taunton,  Mass.  With  his  family 
he  removed  to  Illinois  in  the  spring  of  1858,  locat- 


ing in  Paxton,  Ford  County,  then  a  village  com- 
posed of  a  few  houses,  the  settlement  lieing  called 
Prospect  C'it3'.  I\Ir.  Smith  engaged  in  carpen- 
tering, and,  with  the  exception  of  four  years,  here 
resided  until  his  death,  which  occurred  on  C'hrist- 
nias  Da^'  of  1890.  He  was  originally  a  Jackson 
Democrat,  was  a  stanch  Aliolitiouist,  and  on  its  or- 
ganization became  a  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party.  He  held  a  numlier  of  otHcial  positions  of 
honor  and  trust  and  was  a  man  whom  all  respected 
for  his  sterling  worth.  He  spent  the  last  years  of 
his  life  in  the  home  of  our  subject.  His  wife  died 
about  six  months  previous  to  the  death  of  her 
husliand. 

A.  S.  .Smith,  whose  name  heads  this  record,  re- 
ceived the  advantages  afforded  by  good  i)ublic 
schools,  and  afterward  learned  the  painter's  trade, 
at  which  he  worked  for  a  few  years  in  the  East, 
but  l)elieving  that  better  opportunities  were  af- 
forded young  men  in  the  West,  in  the  fall  of  1858 
he  joined  his  father  in  Paxton,  and  began  working 
at  his  ti'ade  in  this  city.  Asa  com))anion  and  help- 
mate on  life's  journe}-,  he  chose  Miss  Rachel  E. 
Schoonmaker.  They  went  to  Kankakee,  where 
their  marriage  was  celebrated  in  November,  1860; 
afterward  they  returned  to  Paxton.  Tlic  lady  is 
a  native  of  Ulster  County,  N.  Y.,  and  with  her 
father,  John  Schoonmaker,  came  AVest  in  the  spring 
of   1858,  locating  in  what  is  now  Ford  County. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  .Smith  continued  to  work 
at  his  trade  in  Paxton  until  December,  1863,  when 
he  responded  to  the  country's  call  for  troops,  joined 
the  Chicago  Mercantile  Battery  and  went  south  to 
Louisiana.  The  regiment  went  with  Banks  on  his 
Red  River  expedition.  Mr.  Smith  served  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  but  was  taken  sick  and  was 
in  the  hospital  at  two  different  times,  being  mus- 
tered out  from  the  one  in  New  Orleans  in  the 
summer  of  1865.  On  his  return  to  Paxton,  he  lo- 
cated on  a  farm,  but  worked  at  his  trade  until 
1870,  when  he  became  a  resident  of  Cherokee 
County,  Kan.  He  there  engaged  in  farming  with 
indifferent  success  for  about  four  years,  when  he 
again  came  to  Paxton  and  resumed  work  as  a 
painter.  He  has  a  reputation  for  doing  good  work, 
is  a  straightforward  man  in  all  his  dealings,  and 
therefore  has  won  a  liberal  patronage. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  two  children  yet  liv- 
ing: llerhirt  W.,  who  is  in  partnership  with  his 
father,  is  married  and  resides  in  Paxton;  and 
George  W.,  the  3'oiniger,  is  a  printer  by  trade. 
They  also  lost  one  son,  Raymond  V.,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  eiglileen  years.  Socially-,  Mr.  Smith  is 
a  member  of  Paxton  Post  No.  387,  G.  A.  R.,  and 
at  this  writing  is  its  Commander.  Himself  and 
wife  liold  membership  with  the  Congregational 
Church.  His  residence  in  Ford  County  covers  a 
period  of  thirty-four  years,  and  he  is  widely 
known  among  its  best  citizens  as  a  man  of  sterling 
worth,  whdse  many  excellencies  of  cliaracter  well 
entitle  him  to  the  high  regaid  in  which  he  is  held. 


^+^[ 


"^ 


^^EORGE  WUNDER  now  owns  and  operates 
;l[  ^^  a  good  farm'of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
^^  on  section  22,  AVall  Township,  where  he  has 
made  liis  home  for  about  eighteen  years.  He  has 
the  land  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and 
well  improved  with  good  buildings  and  the  other 
accessories  of  a  model  farm.  He  is  one  of  the 
representative  agriculturists  of  this  community  and 
has  a  wide  acquaintance  in  Ford  County,  where  he 
has  so  long  resided. 

Mr.  Wunder  is  a  native  of  Bavaria,  Germany, 
lie  was  born  October  30,  1847,  being  the  eldest 
child  in  a  family  of  nine  cliildren,  whose  parents 
were  John  and  Mai'garet  (Darling)  Wunder.  James 
and  Andrew,  the  next  younger,  are  both  deceased; 
JIargaret  is  the  wife  of  George  Trundley,  a  farmer 
of  Iroquois  County;  Henry  is  an  engineer  residing 
in  Ottawa,  111.;  Adam  is  a  farmer  living  in  AVall 
Township;  Samuel  is  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits near  Manitoba,  British  America;  and  Peter 
makes  his  home  in  the  same  locality.  The  father 
of  tills  family  was  a  cabinet-maker  by  trade  and 
followed  that  business  for  a  livelihood  in  his  na- 
tive land.  With  the  hope  of  bettering  his  finan- 
cial condition,  he  emigrated  to  America  in  June, 
1852,  and  after  sixty-four  days  spent  upon  the 
bosom  of  the  Atlantic,  landed  at  New  Orleans.  He 
came  up  the  Mississippi  River  to  St.  Louis  and 
from  thence  went  to  Marshall  County,  111.,  locating 


in  Henry  Township,  where  he  turned  his  attention 
to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  there  made  his  home 
until  1871,  when  he  came  to  Ford  Count>-  and 
made  a  purchase  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land  on  section  20,  Wall  Township,  where  he  fol- 
lowed farming  until  1882,  when  he  retired  from 
active  business  on  account  of  increasing  years. 
The  death  of  his  wife  occurred  on  the  12th  of 
March,  1881. 

Our  subject  s|)ent  the  days  of  his  boyliood  and 
youth  upon  his  father's  farm  and,  in  the  winter 
season,  when  ho  did  not  engage  in  farm  labor,  he 
attended  the  schools  of  the  neighborhood  and 
acquired  a  good  English  education.  At  the  age 
of  twenty-three,  he  left  home  and  chose  as  a  com- 
panion and  helpmate  on  life's  journej'  JMissMary 
Hcim,  their  union  being  celebrated  on  the  Gtli  of 
F'ebruary,  1871.  The  lady  is  a  daughter  of  Jona- 
than and  Mary  A.  (Adams)  Ileim,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  were  of  German 
descent.  The  fathi  r  was  a  carpenter  by  trade.  He 
brought  his  famil}'  to  Marshall  County,  111.,  where 
he  made  his  home  until  his  death.  With  the  Meth- 
odist Church  he  held  membership  and  was  a  highly 
respected  citizen.  In  the  family  were  eight  chil- 
dren: Harriet,  wife  of  John  Eckhort,  a  farmer  and 
gardener  residing  in  Marshall  County,  111.;  Kate, 
wife  of  Aaron  Defenbaugh,  a  resident  of  Streator, 
111.;  Sophia,  wife  of  Joseph  Merdian,  a  resident 
of  McIIenry,  Marshall  County;  Sarah,  wife  of 
William  Snyder,  who  follows  farming  in  Stark 
County,  111.;  Mary,  honored  wife  of  our  subject; 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  James  Harron,  an  agriculturist 
of  JMarshall  County,  111.;  John,  deceased;  and 
Amanda,  wife  of  Thomas  Gilkeison,  of  Battle 
Creek,  Mich. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wunder  began  their  domestic  life 
upon  a  farm  which  he  rented  until  1874.  In  that 
year  he  came  with  his  family  to  Ford  County,  and 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  22,  AVall 
Township,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  In 
the  meantime  he  has  extended  the  boundaries  of 
his  farm  until  it  now  comprises  a  quarter-section 
of  valuable  land.  Mr.  AVunder  is  also  general 
agent  for  the  P^rie  Windmill  Company,  located  in 
Henry,  111.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in  all  that 
pertains  to  the    welfare    of  the    communitj',  is  a 


470 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD, 


warm  friend  of  the  cause  of  edufation  and  has 
served  for  ten  j-ears  as  School  Director.  In  poli- 
tics, he  is  a  su[jporler  of  Democratic  principles. 

Six  children  graced  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wunder,  live  of  whom  are  living  at  this  writing, 
in  the  spring  of  1892,  namely:  Maxie,  Amanda, 
Edward,  "William  and  Harry.  Johnnie,  the  second 
child,  died  at  the  age  of  four  years.  Mr.  and  INIrs. 
Wunder  and  their  children  are  members  of  tlie 
Methodist  Church  and  the  family  is  one  well  de- 
serving of  representation  in  this  volume.  He 
started  out  in  life  for  him.self  a  poor  man,  with 
nothing  to  depend  upon  hut  his  own  exertions  and 
those  of  his  estin.able  wife,  but  his  industr3',  per- 
severance and  good  management  have  proved  suf- 
ficient to  gain  him  a  comfortable  competence. 


Ill    I  I 


^AVID  E.  SIVERLING,  proprietor  of  a 
meat  market  in  Sibley,  was  born  in  Craw- 
ford County,  Pa.,  April  20,  IHOT,  and  is 
a  son  of  .John  and  ]\Iary  Smith  (Vader) 
Siverling.  The  parents  were  both  twice  married. 
The  father  first  wedded  Miss  Mitchell,  and  unto 
them  was  born  a  son,  Albert  Bird,  who  is  now  a 
resident  of  Gibson.  For  his  second  wife  he  mar- 
ried Mrs.  Vader,  whose  maiden  name  was  Boyd. 
She  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  born 
August  26,  1828.  By  her  first  husband,  Frank 
Vader,  she  had  one  son,  Albert,  a  miller  by  trade, 
residing  in  Drake's  Mills,  Pa.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Siverling  were  born  ten  children,  six  sons  and  four 
daughters,  seven  of  whom  are  yet  living:  William 
L.,  who  is  married  and  follows  farming  in  Pennsyl- 
vania; David  E.,  of  this  sketch;  Perr3-  L.,  who  re- 
sides on  the  old  homestead;  .Jacob  L.,  who  is  fore- 
man of  an  oil  tank  line  and  is  married  and  makes 
his  home  in  Venango  County,  Pa.;  Leona  J.,  wife 
of  Gardie  Foltz,  a  farmer  of  Erie  County,  Pa.; 
Fred  B.,  who  is  employed  in  his  brother's  meat  mar- 
ket, and  is  Chancellor  Commander  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  Lodge,  of  Sibley,  111.;  John  M.,  who  is 
married  and  follows  farming  in  Pennsylvania. 
The  other  three  children  died  in  infancy.  The 
mother  is  still  living  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years, 


and  is  a  devout   member  of    the    Congregational 
Church. 

Our  subject  spent  the  days  of  his  lioyhood  and 
youth  upon  his  father's  farm,  and  liegan  his  educa- 
tion in  tlic  district  schools  of  the  neighborhood,  but 
com|ileted  his  studies  at  the  Ediuboro  State  Nor- 
mal School,  of  Penns^'lvania.  He  gave  his  father 
the  l)enefit  of  his  labors,  and  remained  at  home 
until  twenty-two  years  of  age,  when  he  determined 
to  try  his  fortune  in  the  West,  emigrating  to  Illi- 
nois in  the  autumn  of  187D.  He  located  in  the  town 
of  Sibley  and  began  work  for  Hiram  Sibley.  After 
two  years,  he  engaged  as  salesman  in  the  store  of 
George  T.  Elliott,  where  he  remained  one  year, 
and  then  again  was  in  the  employ  of  Hiram  Sib- 
ley for  a  3'ear,  or  until  1883.  During  that  3'ear  he 
opened  up  a  meat  market  in  Sibley,  carrying  on 
business  until  1884. 

On  the  Unii  of  October,  1883,  IMr.  Siverling  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Caddie  P.,  daughter  of 
George  II.  and  Mary  (Leland)  Woodward.  Their 
union  has  been  blessed  with  one  child,  Lula  Maj', 
who  was  born  on  the  16th  of  November,  1886.  Af- 
ter remaining  in  Sibley  for  a  year,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Siverling  went  to  Nebr.aska,  where  they  spent  four 
months,  after  which  the\'  returned  to  Ford  County, 
in  the  fall  of  1885,  and  our  subject  was  again  en- 
gaged on  tlie  Siblc3'  estate,  where  he  remained  un- 
til the  autumn  of  1888,  when  he  with  two  other 
brothers  purchased  a  meat  market  in  Gibson,  and 
there  carried  on  business  until  1889.  We  next  find 
him  in  Rantoul,  111.,  where  h(^,  with  one  brother, 
Fred  B.,  oi»ened  a  meat  market  and  again  engaged 
in  business  in  that  line.  On  the  l.")th  of  December, 
1890,  he  returned  to  Sibley-  and  once  more  estab- 
lished himself  in  business  as  proprietor  of  a  meat 
market,  also  forming  a  partnersliip  with  William 
R.  Harvey,  and  engaged  in  buying  stock.  These 
gentlemen  are  now  enjoying  a  good  patronage,  of 
which  they  are  well  deserving. 

Mr.  Siverling  is  known  .as  a  man  of  much  energy 
and  determination  and  possesses  excellent  business 
ability.  He  and  wife  have  a  pleasant  home  on 
High  Street,  whose  hospitable  doors  are  ever  open 
to  their  many  friends.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican, having  supported  that  party  since  he  cast  his 
first  vole  for  James  A,  Garfield,     Socially,  he  is  a 
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member  and  Senior  Deacon  of  the  Masonic  Lodge, 
and  is  Lodge  Deputy  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Good  Templars,  also  a  member  of  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America  fraternity.  lie  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  IMetliodist  Church  and  have  con- 
tributed largely  to  its  support,  and  labored  earn- 
estly for  its  ui)lniildinij;.  He  is  Assistant  Super- 
intendent of  the  Sunday-sehdol,  of  which  his  wife 
is  chorister. 


'JT/OIIN  >S.  HUNT,  a  worthy  pioneer  farmer  of 
j  Peach  Orchard  Township,  now  residino-  in 
^^  I  Melvin,  was  born  near  Danville,  Vermilion 
(^/y  County,  111.,  on  the  4th  of  January,  1829, 
"and  is  a  son  of  Cornelius  and  Ann  (Sidle)  Hunt. 
His  parents  were  natives  of  New  Jersey.  His 
father  was  born  August  9,  17911,  and  died  in  La 
Salle  County,  III.,  in  May,  1874,  in  his  seven t}-- 
flfthyear.  The  mother  was  born  August  6,  180.3, 
and  is  still  living,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
nine  years,  making  her  home  in  Melvin.  When  a 
small  child,  Mr.  Hunt,  Sr.,  removed  with  his  par- 
ents from  New  Jersey  to  Luzerne  County,  Pa., 
and  when  he  was  a  youth  the  family  took  up  their 
residence  in  Muskingum  County,  Ohio,  where  he 
was  reared  upon  a  farm,  and,  on  attaining  man's 
estate,  was  married  in  Muskingum  County  to  Miss 
Ann  Sidle,  who  had  removed  with  her  parents  to 
Ohio  in  childhood.  In  the  fall  of  1828,  he  went 
with  his  famil}'  to  Illinois,  locating  near  Danville, 
Vermilion  County.  He  was  one  of  the  earliest 
pioneers  of  that  region.  Having  lived  there  eight- 
een months,  he  removed  to  Putnam  County,  locat- 
ing near  the  corner  of  Putnam,  where  Marshall  and 
La  Salle  join,  and,  on  moving  but  a  short  distance, 
he  lived  in  all  three.  About  ten  years  later,  he 
went  to  Marshall  County,  and,  in  1847,  we  find 
him  in  La  Salle  County,  where  he  continued  to 
engage  in  farming  and  stock-raising  until  his 
death. 

John    S.    Hunt,  whose  name  heads    this    record, 
accompanied    his    father  and  the  family    on    their 
various  removals  in  Illinois,  was  reared  to  agricul- 
20 


tural  pursuits,  and  obtained   his   education  in  the 
public  schools.     After  attaining   to   mature  years, 
he  was  married  in  La  Salle  County,  on  the   22d  of 
August,  1852,  to  Miss  Jane   I5urley,  who  was  born 
in   Adams    County,    Ohio,  and   is  a    ilaughter    of 
Daniel    and    ISIargaret    (Anderson)    Burle}'.     Her 
father  died  in  Adams  County-,  Ohio,  February  17, 
1847,   at    the    age    of   sixty-two    years,   and    the 
mother,  after  the  loss  of  her  husband,  came  to  Illi- 
nois and  spent  the  last  years   of  her  life  with  Mrs. 
Hunt.     Her    death   occurred  in    La  Salle    County, 
DecL'inber  6,  1867,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years. 
Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Hunt  were  blessed  with    a   famil3r  of 
eleven    children,   eight  of  whom  are    jet    living: 
George  U.,  the  eldest,  died  when  a  year  old;  Eliza- 
beth A.  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  McMahon,  a  resident 
of  Livingston  County,  111.;    Ruth  Harriet  married 
William    II.    Thompson    ajid     resides    in    Melvin; 
Nina   V.  is  the  wife  of  Paul  Iloobler,  of    Melvin; 
Julia  wedded  Clarence  Salter,  and  the}'  also  I'eside 
in  Melvin;  James  William  is  living  in  Colfax,  III.; 
Delia  is  at  home;  Dora  Madilla  is  the  wife  of  John 
Brown,  of  Sibley* ;  and  Jt)hn  M.,  who  married  Miss 
Mamie    Goggins,   is    a   farmer    of    Peach  Orchard 
Township. 

Mr.  Hunt  continued  his  residence  in  La  Salle 
County  until  October  17,  1867,  when  he  removed 
to  Peach  Orchard  Township,  in  Ford  County,  pur- 
chasing a  choice  tract  of  land,  upon  which  he  car- 
ried on  farming  and  stock-raising  very  successfully 
until  November,  1882,  when,  for  the  greater  com- 
fort of  himself  and  familj',  he  leased  his  farm  and 
removed  to  Melvin,  where  he  still  resides.  He 
yet  owns  his  land,  consisting  of  five  lyiudred  and 
sixtj'  acres,  well  improved,  of  which  he  leases  the 
greater  portion,  retaining  a  small  part  with  which 
to  occupy  his  time  and  gratify  his  love  for  farm- 
ing. 

Peach  Orchard  Township  was  set  off  and  organ- 
ized during  the  fall  of  the  year  that  Mr.  Hunt 
made  his  home  within  its  borders,  and  he  was 
chosen  and  served  as  its  first  collector.  He  has 
also  served  for  two  years  as  Supervisor  for  that 
township,  and  has  held  other  minor  offices.  An 
episode  in  his  life  worthy  of  commemoration  was 
his  trip  to  California  during  the  gold  excitement 
of  1849-50,     He  Joined   a  party   in   the   spring, 
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traveling  b}'  ox-teams  across  the  plains  to  the  gold 
flelds,  and  engaged  in  mining  with  marked  suc- 
cess. His  work  was  one  hundred  and  twelve  feet 
below  the  surface  of  the  earth.  At  the  expiration 
of  two  j-ears,  witli  othei'S,  he  was  to  start  for  New 
York,  by  way  of  the  ocean  and  Panama  route. 
The  steamer  by  which  tlie3-  were  to  sail  reached 
San  Francisco  in  a  disabled  condition,  and  was 
likely  to  be  detained  some  weeks  for  repairs;  so 
the  part3'  took  passage  on  a  sailing-vessel.  (She 
proved  a  bad  sailor,  and,  meeting  with  adverse 
winds,  was  out  forty-six  days.  It  then  had  to  put 
in  at  Acapulco,  having  made  a  voyage  of  fifteen 
hundred  miles.  Food  and  water  became  ex- 
hausted, and  for  many  days  the  passengers  and 
crew  were  put  on  short  rations,  having  only  a  half 
pint  of  water  and  a  ship's  biscuit  each  day.  Their 
fare  on  the  vessel  was  170  from  Acapulco  to  Pan- 
ama, which  they  were  obliged  to  pay,  besides  the 
original  fare  of  1175  from  San  Francisco  to  Pan- 
ama. After  leavin-;  Panama,  they  reached  New 
Orleans  without  further  mishap,  and  ]\Ir.  Hunt  ar- 
rived at  his  home  in  Illinois  in  1852,  having  been 
quite  successful  in  his  venture. 

In  his  political  atfiliations,  Mr.  Hunt  is  a  Re- 
publican, and  has  voted  for  the  national  candidate 
of  that  party  since  its  organization.  He  and  his 
wife,  also  their  children,  are  memliers  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church.  No  man  in  Ford  County 
stands  higher  in  the  estimation  of  the  people  than 
the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  tliis  sketch. 


i>^^<^ 
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OBERT  G.  SMITH  resides  on  section  16, 
Button  Township,  and  is  a  native  of  New 
Jersey,  born  in  Hunterdon  County,  .July 
^^  12,  1842.  His  father,  John  R.  Smith,  was 
also  a  native  of  the  same  county  and  State,  while 
his  grandfather,  Maj.  A  W.  Smith,  was  likewise  a 
native  of  New  Jersej^,  but  of  Scotch  descent,  and 
the  father  of  the  Major  was  among  the  first  settlers 
of  New  Jersey  and  one  of  three  brothers  who 
came  to  this  country  from  their  native  land.  A. 
W.  Smith  received  his  title  of  Major  for  service 
ill  the  militia  of  his  native  State,    John  R,  Smith 


also  served  in  the  militia.  He  married  Sarah 
Carpenter,  a  native  of  New  Jersey  and  daughter 
of  John  Carpenter,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Warren 
County,  that  State,  but  who  was  of  Cierman  de- 
scent. He  spent  his  entire  life  in  his  native  county 
and  followed  the  business  of  a  farmer.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  of  which  body 
his  wife  was  also  a  member.  Both  are  now  de- 
ceased. 

Robert  G.  Smith  is  one  of  a  family'  of  five  chil- 
dren, who  grew  to  maturity,  and  is  the  youngest  of 
three  brothers.  The  eldest  brother,  William  Smith, 
is  a  retired  farmer  residing  in  Rankin,  Vermilion 
County,  111.;  John  C,  deceased,  left  a  wife;  Rachel 
was  the  wife  of  Isaac  B.  Case,  of  Hunterdon 
County,  N.  J.,  of  Patten  burgh;  R.  G.  is  next  in 
order  of  birth;  and  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Daniel  D. 
Case,  of  Ogle  County,  111. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to  manhood  in 
his  native  county  and  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits. 
His  education  was  received  in  the  common  schools. 
When  but  a  young  man,  in  1866,  he  came  to  Ford 
County,  111.,  and  for  two  years  worked  by  the 
month  for  farmers  in  adjoining  counties.  He  was 
married  in  Delavan.  Tazewell  Count}-,  111.,  Janu- 
ary 30,  1869,  to  Miss  Lois  La  Bee,  a  native  of 
Tazewell  County,  and  a  daughter  of  William  La 
Bee,  who  came  from  New  York,  but  was  of  French 
descent.  After  his  marriage,  our  subject  bought 
an  eighty-acre  tract  in  Button  Township,  Ford 
County,  on  which  there  had  been  no  improvements 
made.  Improving  the  place,  he  remained  on  that 
farm  for  two  years,  and  in  1876  sold  out  and 
bought  the  place  where  he  now  resides,  a  farm 
containing  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section 
16.  This  farm  he  fenced  and  tiled,  and  greatly 
improved  the  same.  It  lies  two  and  a  half  miles 
from  Clarence,  and  is  a  most  valuable  and  desirable 
farm. 

Mr.  Smith  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  enterpris- 
ing and  prosperous  farmers  of  Ford  County.  In 
politics,  he  is  a  Republican  and  has  been  identified 
with  that  party  since  becoming  a  resident  of  Illinois. 
He  has  taken  quite  an  active  part  in  politics  and  held 
the  office  of  Assessor  of  Button  Township  for  four 
years.  He  has  always  given  his  heart}'  support  to 
the  cause  of  education  and  is  a  strong  advocate  of 
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public  schools.  He  served  as  a  member  of  the 
School  Board  for  about  fifteen  j'ears.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Smith  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Clarence,  and  he  is  one  of  its  Trustees. 
They  .are  the  parents  of  two  sons:  Harry  R.,  a 
well-educated  young  man,  is  now  helping  to  carry 
on  tiie  home  farm ;  and  Orville  L.,  also  engaged 
in  helping  to  carry  on  the  home  farm.  They  iiave 
also  lost  one  son,  Clyde,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
eight  years,  ou  the  27th  of  March,  1876.  Cora 
Culver,  a  niece  of  Mrs.  Smith,  is  also  a  member  of 
the  family.  Her  mother,  Amelia  Culver,  died  in 
1888,  since  which  time  she  has  lived  with  the  fam- 
ily of  our  subject. 

Mr.  Smith  has  been  a  resident  of  the  county  for 
a  quarter  of  a  century  and  is  well  known  through- 
out tiie  county.  lie  is  a  man  of  sterling  character 
and  worth  and  enjo3'S  the  respect  and  esteem  of 
!ill  who  know  him. 


22_ 
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(^^HEODORE  .T.  LARSON,  resident  partner 
(((^^\  'iiid  m.anager  of  tiie  extensive  and  popular 
^^y  clothing  house  of  P.  Larson  &  Co.,  at  (iib- 
son  City,  w.as  born  in  Attica,  Fountain  County, 
hid.,  September  26,  1861,  and  is  a  son  of  Peter 
.and  Louisa  Larson.  (See  sketch  of  his  father's 
life  elsewhere  in  this  work). 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  came  to  Illinois  with 
his  parents  in  childhood  and  w.as  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  Paxton.  lie  leained  the  tailor's 
trade  in  his  father's  .shop  at  that  place  and  for  sev- 
eral years  was  employed  there  as  a  cutter  and 
salesra.an.  In  188,3,  he  w.as  made  a  partner  in  the 
business  and  continued  with  the  Paxton  store  until 
.June  1, 1801,  when  he  came  to  Giljson  Citv  as  resi- 
dent partner  and  man.ager  of  the  branch  store  at 
that  place,  which  was  established  in  February,  1887. 
This  store  does  an  annual  business  of  .about  $.32,000, 
with  a  steadily  increasing  trade  from  year  to  year, 
and  is  the  largest  establishment  in  the  line  of  mer- 
chant tailoring  .and  ready-made  clothing  in  tlie 
city.  In  addition  to  the  Paxton  and  Gibson 
stores,  this  firm  has  a  second  branch  store  at  Wat- 
seka,  which  was  ec-tablished  in  August,  1891,  and  is 


managed  by  a  j^ounger  brother,  Peter  Edward. 
The  .aggregate  business  of  the  three  stores  in  round 
numbers  is  about  $100,000. 

Theodore  J.  Larson  was  married  to  Aliss  Nellie 
A.  Nelson,  their  wedding  being  celebrated  in 
March,  1884.  The  lady,  who  was  a  daughter  of 
August  Nelson,  was  called  to  her  final  rest  on  the 
21st  of  .January,  1885,  leaving  one  child,  a  son, 
Walter,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six  years.  Mr. 
Larson  was  iig.ain  united  in  marriage,  on  the  24th 
of  February,  1887,  this  time  to  Miss  Emily  Peter- 
son, who  is  a  native  of  Indiana,  born  at  Attica. 
They  have  had  two  children,  a  daughter  and  son: 
Harry  P.,  born  February  21,  1888,  and  Erwin,  who 
was  born  February  24,  1889,  and  died  at  the  age 
of  one  year.  The  mother  is  a  member  of  the  .Swe- 
dish Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. 

Mr.  Larson  is  a  stalwart  Democrat  in  politics  and 
has  served  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men of  Paxton.  Socially,  he  holds  membership 
with  Paxton  Camp,  M.  W.  A.  As  a  business  man 
and  citizen,  our  subject  is  held  in  high  esteem  and 
luas  a  host  of  friends  among  the  people  of  Ford 
and  adjoining  counties,  to  whom  he  has  been 
known  so  m.an}-  years. 


rs 


AMES  BLACKMORE,  who  resides  on  sec- 
tion 19,  Patton  Township,  is  one  of  the 
well-known  and  representative  farmers  of 
Ford  County.  He  claims  England  .as  the 
land  of  his  birth,  and  is  the  son  of  Edward  Bl.ack- 
more,  a  native  of  Devonshire,  England.  His 
father  there  grew  to  manhood,  and  was  for  3' ears 
employed  in  a  woolen  factory.  He  married  Martha 
Chick,  also  a  native  of  Devonshire,  and  they  reared 
their  family  in  tliat  county,  and  the  parents  also 
there  spent  their  last  d.ays.  In  the  family  were 
three  sons  and  three  daughters,  who  are  yet  living. 
Our  subject  is  the  eldest.  He  was  born  in  Devon- 
shire, M.ay  13,  1833,  and  under  the  parental  roof 
grew  to  manhood.  He  is  both  a  self-educated,  and 
self-made  man  financially.  Childhood  was  not  a 
playtime  to  him,    At  the  .age  of  six  years,  he  en- 
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tered  a  woolen  factory,  where  lie  woi'ked  until  he 
was  grown.  Hearing  that  tliis  country  offered 
belter  advantages  to  young  men,  he  resolved  to 
try  his  fortune  in  America,  and,  in  1857,  left 
Plymouth  on  a  sailing-vessel.  He  started  from 
home  on  Easter  Monday,  and  three  days  later  the 
ship  in  which  ho  engaged  passage  weighed  anchor 
and  was  soon  out  upon  the  broad  Atlantic.  The 
vo3'age  lasted  eight  weeks,  but  at  length  Mr.  Black- 
more  arrived  in  Quebec,  Canada,  in  June.  He 
went  from  there  to  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  was  employed  as  a  farm  hand,  this  being  his 
first  experience  as  an  agriculturist.  lie  there  re- 
sided for  about  a  year,  and,  in  the  s|iring  of  1858, 
emigrated  Westward,  locating  in  what  is  now  Ford 
County,  111.  Here  he  again  worked  upon  a  farm 
by  the  month,  being  thus  emi)loyed  for  three 
years,  after  which  he  rented  land,  raising  his  crops 
on  shares.  He  then  bought  a  team  and  contin- 
ued  thus  to  farm  until  1866. 

In  November,  1865,  Mr.  Ijlackmore  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Anna  Perry,  a  native  of 
Bedfordshire,  England,  and  a  daughter  of  Thomas 
Day.  After  their  marriage,  they  removed  to  the 
farm  upon  which  they  now  reside,  and,  after  rent- 
ing for  several  years,  Mr.  Blackmore  made  pur- 
chase of  fort}'  acres.  He  afterwards  made  other 
purchases,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  valuable  land,  highly  improved. 
As  it  was  in  its  primitive  condition  at  tlie  time  of 
his  purchase,  he  broke  it,  fenced  it  and  transformed 
the  raw  prairie  into  rich  and  fertile  fields.  His 
own  labor  and  enterprise  have  been  the  secret  of 
his  success. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blackmore  have  four  children,  and 
Mrs.  Blackmore  had  Ave  children  by  a  former  mar- 
riage: Rhoda,  the  eldest  of  the  family,  is  the  wife 
of  Samuel  Murdoek;  Sarah  is  tlie  next  j'ounger; 
Annie  is  the  wife  of  John  Murdoek;  Albert  A. 
died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years;  and  Susan  died 
at  the  age  of  five  years.  Of  the  four  children  of 
the  Blackmore  family:  Edward  died  in  the  winter 
of  1887,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one;  Rose  is  at  home; 
Martha  is  the  wife  of  A.  Flick;  and  David  aids  his 
father  in  the  operation  of  the  home  farm. 

Since  becoming  a  voter,  Mr.  Blackmore  has  ex- 
ercised  his  right  of  franchise  in  support  of  the 


Democratic  [larty,  Init  has  never  lieen  an  oflice- 
soeker.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in  all  that 
pertains  to  the  welfare  of  the  community  and,  as 
one  of  the  early  settlers,  has  aided  in  the  upbuild- 
ing of  Ford  County  and  done  his  part  in  the  wcirk 
of  development  and  progress.  He  is  accounted 
one  of  the  valued  citizens,  as  well  as  one  of  the 
leading  agriculturists  of  the  community. 


*i^- 
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<^  jh  C.  M.  EeFEVRE,  M.  D.,  an  honored  pio- 
\/-J//  iicer  of  Ford  County  of  1856,  was  born  in 
}0J  Miami  County,  Ohio,  January  11,  1814, 
and  was  a  son  of  Christian  LeFevre.  His  father 
was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  of  French 
descent  on  his  father's  and  German  on  his  mother's 
side.  He  married  an  Irish  lady.  Our  subject  was 
educated  in  Hanover  College,  of  Indiana,  and  was 
a  graduate  of  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  in  the 
Class  of  '41.  He  was  married  in  Troy,  Ohio,  June 
9,  1840,  to  Miss  Martha  Jewett.  Mrs.  LeFevre  is 
a  native  of  St.  Jolinsbury,  Vt.,  bom  Ma^'  28,  1817, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Luther  and  Nancy  Jewett. 

Upon  his  marriage.  Dr.  LeFevre  located  in  Troy, 
Ohio,  where  he  practiced  his  profession  until  1848, 
when  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Attica,  lud., 
and  there  built  up  a  large  and  luciative  practice. 
He  resided  in  that  city  until  1856,  when  he  came 
to  Illinois.  On  coming  to  this  State,  he  settled  in 
what  is  now  the  township  of  Drummer,  Ford 
County,  but  was  then  a  part  of  Vermilion  County, 
and  there  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  One 
child,  a  son,  was  born  to  the  Doctor  and  his  wife, 
Samuel  J.,  whose  sketch  appears  on  another  page 
of  this  work. 

In  political  sentiment,  Dr.  LeFevre  was  an  orig- 
inal Abolitionist,  and  was  among  the  first  to  join 
tlie  Republican  party  on  its  organization.  Some 
seven  years  after  the  formation  of  Ford  County,  he 
was  appointed  to  the  office  of  County  Superintend- 
ent of  Schools,  to  fill  an  unexpired  term,  and  at 
the  succeeding  election  he  was  elected  to  the  same 
office,  but  was  compelled  to  resign  on  account  of 
ill  health.  The  Doctor  had  a  half-section,  or  three 
hundred  and    twenty  acres,  of  land   in  Drummer 
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Township,  and  was  engaged  in  farming  and  stock- 
raising  up  to  tlie  time  of  his  deatli,  which  oceun-ed 
on  the  1st  of  December,  1869.  He  was  one  of  tlie 
well-known  citizens  of  this  county  and  took  a 
prominent  part  in  its  u})huilding  and  advance- 
ment. He  was  [luhlic-spirited  and  progressive 
and  was  liiglil}'  esteemed  for  his  stei-ling  worth 
and  integrity.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  were  both 
consistent  members  of  the  Presb3terian  Church 
and  in  its  work  took  an  active  part.  Mrs.  LeFevre 
was  a  lad}-  jjossessed  of  many  excellencies  of  char- 
acter, and  was  called  to  her  final  rest  a  few  years 
prior  to  the  death  of  hor  husband,  passing  away  in 
Felu'narv,  1865,  beloved  bv  all  who  knew  her. 


.'5*"5**J*'J' 
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\t^  MANUEL  KER] 
ll^  man  of  Sibley,  i 
ImL^  farm  imiilemenl 


MANUEL  KERNS,  a  well-known  Inisiness 
is  a  dealer  in  hardware  and 
jilemeuts.  His  life  record  is  as  fol- 
lows: He  was  born  in  Ross  County,  Ohio,  on  the 
Stli  of  November,  ]8r)2,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and 
Mary  (Routt)  Kerns,  both  of  whom  were  of  Ger- 
man extraction.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Ohio, 
and  was  assassinated  at  or  near  Carlyle  in  this  State, 
when  Emanuel  was  but  a  child.  His  wife  was  also 
born  in  the  Buckeye  State  and  jjied  about  1865.  Our 
subject  is  the  seventh  in  order  of  birth  of  eight 
children.  The  eldest  of  the  family  is  Benjamin, 
a  farmer  residing  in  the  Buckeye  State;  Henry, 
who  follows  agricultural  pursuits  in  Ross  County, 
Ohio;  George,  who  died  in  1862  at  Cairo,  111., 
from  the  effects  of  hard  service  in  the  armj-,  be 
having  enlisted  as  a  member  of  Company  A, 
Seventy-third  Ohio  Infantry;  Mary,  wife  of 
John  Drake,  a  farmer  residing  in  Ohio;  Martha, 
twin  sister  of  Mary,  and  the  wife  of  John 
Harrington,  who  resides  in  the  city  of  Chilli- 
cothe,  In  the  Buckeye  State;  Emanuel,  of  this 
sketch;  and  John,  a  carpenter  and  builder  living  in 
Sibley.  The  father  of  this  family  died  in  1855,  and 
the  mother  was  called  to  her  final  rest  in  1866. 

Our  subject  was  only  three  years  of  age  at  the 
time  of  his  father's  death.  His  educational  ad- 
vantages were  very  limited,  and  from  an  early  age 
he  had  to  make  his  own  Svay  in  the  world.     He  be- 


gan life  for  himself  as  a  farm-hand,  working  by  the 
month,  and  was  thus  employed  until  twenty  jears 
of  age,  when  he  rented  land,  operating  that  farm 
for  one  year.  During  the  succeeding  year,  he  was 
foreman  of  quite  a  large  farm,  after  which  he  l)e- 
gan  work  at  the  carpenter's  trade  and  followed  it 
continuously  until  1890,  being  quite  successful  in 
that  line.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  Illinois  since 
1869,  during  which  year  he  located  in  I'iatt 
County,  111.,  where  he  made  his    home   until  1881. 

During  that  time,  Mr.  Kerns  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Martha  Hettinger,  a  daughter  of 
William  and  Margaret  Hettinger,  and  the  second 
in  a  family-  of  eleven  children,  eight  of  whom  are 
j'et  living:  James,  the  eldest,  is  married  and  re- 
sides in  Champaign  County,  111.;  Nelson  N.  is  mar- 
ried and  follows  farming  in  that  county;  AVilliam 
is  also  married  and  follows  farming  in  Champaign 
County;  Frank  resides  in  Piatt  County  and  is  mar- 
ried, but  his  wife  is  now  deceased;  Edward  is  mar- 
ried and  follows  farming  in  Champaign  County; 
George  is  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Piatt 
County;  and  Oscar  is  also  a  farmer  in  that  county. 

Mrs.  Kerns  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
and  has  been  a  valuable  helpmate  to  her  husband. 
Their  union  was  celebrated  March  29,  1874,  and 
has  been  blessed  with  six  children,  namely:  Lottie, 
Minnie,  William  E.,  Arthur  N.,  Albert  H.  and 
Roy  E. 

In  1881,  Mr.  Kerns  removed  to  Strawn,  111., 
where  he  spent  four  years,  working  at  his  trade 
until  1885.  He  then  came  to  Sililey  and  took  charge 
of  the  building  interests  on  the  great  Hiram  Sibley 
estate,  where  he  continued  from  April  1,  1885,  to 
January  1,  1890.  He  is  a  most  excellent  work- 
man, and  although  he  did  an  immense  amount  of 
work  during  that  time,  it  was  all  perfectly  satis- 
factorj'  to  the  general  manager  of  the  estate.  IMr. 
Kerns  is  also  dealing  in  farm  implements  and  hard- 
ware, and  has  a  full  line  of  buggies,  carriages, 
pluetons,  harness,  etc.,  and  a  full  line  of  builder's 
materials.  His  volume  of  business  is  large.  He  is 
a  man  of  good  business  ability  and  his  persistent 
industry  and  good  management  have  won  him  a 
comfortable  competence. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Kerns  is  an  ardent  supporter  of 
the  Prohibition  party,   and  in    religious  belief  is  a 
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Methodist.  He  has  sewed  as  Steward,  Trustee  and 
Treasurer  of  his  church,  and  lias  been  very  active 
in  Sunda^'-schoul  work,  having  served  as  Superin- 
tendent in  Sibley  for  two  years  and  in  Strawn  for 
the  same  period.  He  is  President  of  theSulllvant 
Township  Sunday-school  organization,  and,  since 
1890,  has  been  corresponding  member  of  the 
Bloomington  District  Committee  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association.  His  labors  have  been 
productive  ol  much  good  and  his  upright  life  has 
won  him  the  confidence  and  high  regard  of  all. 
He  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias  Lodge  No. 
321,  of  Modern  Woodmen  Camp  No.  1,136,  and 
the  Independent  Order  of  Good  Templars'  Lodge 
No.  363.  For  a  period  of  three  years  he  has 
filled  the  ofHce  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  has 
served  as  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Sibley  for  the  years  189(1  and  1891.  Mr.  Kerns  is 
recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  this 
place  and  well  deserves  mention  in  the  history  of 
his  adopted  county. 


T/_^^AMILTON  J.  BARROW,  retired  farmer  .and 
''''"^  early  settler  of  Ford  Count}',  is  now  a  resi- 
dent of  Gibson  City.  He  was  born  in  Fred- 
erick County,  Va., and  is  a  son  of  Frederick 
and  Sallie  A.  Barrow,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  the  same  State  as  our  subject.  The  mother  died 
when  Hamilton  was  but  four  yeai'S  of  age  and  also 
left  two  other-sons:  Andrew  J.,  who  was  killed  in 
the  late  war,  and  .John  W.  After  her  death,  the  fa- 
ther was  again  un  ited  in  marriage,  and  in  the  year 
1867  removed  with  his  family  to  what  is  now  Dix 
Township,  Ford  County.  Having  purchased  new 
land,  he  soon  turned  bis  attention  to  its  develop- 
ment, and  before  his  death  was  the  owner  of  a  fine 
farm,  wiiich  was  highly'  cultivated  and  improved. 
He  passed  from  this  life  when  well  advanced  in 
3'ears,  dying  in  the  faith  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  of  which  he  was  a  consistent  member. 
In  politics,  he  voted  with  the  Democratic  part}'. 

No  event  of  special  importance  occurred  during 
the   boyhood  of  our  subject,  he   being   reared   to 


manhood  on  his  father's  farm  .and  attending  the 
district  .schools  of  tlie  neighborhood,  where  he  se- 
cured a  limited  education.  With  his  parents,  he 
came  to  Ford  County  in  1867,  and  here  worked 
for  a  year  as  a  farm  hand  by  the  month. 

Five  years  later,  Jlr.  Barrow  returned  to  Virginia, 
and  on  the  27th  of  March,  1872,  in  Fauquier 
County,  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Susan  A. 
Bradford,  a  daughter  of  George  and  Mary  (Brook) 
Bradford,  both  natives  of  Virginia  and  of  Eng- 
lish descent.  In  that  State  the}^  both  died,  the 
father  passing  away  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  and  the 
mother  when  flfty-five  years  of  age.  Mi-.  Bradford 
was  a  lineal  descendant  of  Gov.  AVilliam  Bradford, 
of  Miissachusetts.  and  a  member  of  the  New-light 
Baptist  Church.  In  the  early  daj's,  when  the  mili- 
tia used  to  muster,  he  held  the  office  of  First  Lieu- 
tenant. Unto  Mr.  and  !Mrs.  Bradford  were  born 
eleven  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Barrow  was  the  eld- 
est, but  three  of  that  number  arc  now  deceased. 
She  was  born  on  the  18tli  of  .Tanuaiy,  1844,  in 
Fauquier  County,  Va. 

Upon  the  marriage  of  our  subject,  he  returned 
with  his  young  bride  to  Ford  County,  where  they 
began  their  domestic  life  in  a  frame  house,  16x22 
feet,  without  lath  or  plastering.  This  was  soon 
made  comfortable  and  remained  their  home  until 
they  removed  to  Gibson  City,  which  is  the  only 
removal  since  their  marriage.  By  industry  and 
good  management,  thay  have  accumulated  a  hand- 
some property,  and  their  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  acres  of  unimproved  land  are  now  cultivated 
and  have  become  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  com- 
munity. In  1887,  they  removed  to  Gibson  City, 
where  the}'  have  an  elegant  house,  surrounded  by 
eight  and  a  third  acres  of  fine  land. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barrow  were  born  three 
children:  Anna  Belle,  Carrie  May  and  Charles 
Marshall.  The  parents  hold  membership  with  tiie 
ilethodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  their  eldest 
daughter  with  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian.  Po- 
litically, Mr.  Barrow  is  a  stalwart  Democrat  and 
cast  his  first  vote  for  Gen.  McClellan.  In  July, 
1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  Fifty-first  Vir- 
ginia Inf.antry,  C.  S.  A.,  and  served  some  seven 
months.  He  participated  in  two  minor  eng.age- 
ments,  in   the  second  of  which  he  was  struck  by  a 
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ball  in  the  left  cheek,  passing  through  his  head  and 
comiug  out  behind  the  right  ear,  thus  disabling 
him  for  further  service.  Mr.  Barrow  is  essentially 
a  self-made  men,  making  all  he  has  l\y  his  own  in- 
dustry and  good  business  ability. 


^\ 
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LIAS  A.  STARE,    proprietor  of  the  Sibley 
Tile  Factory,  of    Sibley,    III.,   and  a  well- 
^  known   business  man   of   Ford  County,  is 


one  of  the  worthy  citizens  that  Pennsylvania  has 
furnished  to  this  State.  He  was  born  in  York 
Count3-,  October  1,  1844,  and  is  a  son  of  Henry 
and  Ljdia  (Avichenbaugli)  Stare,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  the  former  born 
November  19,  1790,  and  the  latter  September  14, 
1807.  In  his  early  life,  the  father  drove  a  team 
between  Baltimore  and  Ilarrisburg,  Pa.,  and  after- 
ward engaged  in  farming.  In  politics,  he  was  an 
old-line  AVhig  until  the  organization  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  when  he  joined  its  ranks.  His 
death  occurred  October  5,  1865,  and  his  remains 
were  interred  in  Liverpool,  Pa.  Alieantiful  stone 
stands  at  his  head.  After  her  husband's  death, 
Mrs.  Stare  emigrated  to  Illinois  and  spent  her 
last  days  in  Decatur,  dying  on  the  7th  of  April, 
1879. 

The  family  of  this  wf)rtliy  couple  numbered 
thirteen  children:  .John,  who  died  in  1892;  Leah, 
wife  of  Henry  Kaiu,  a  carpenter  and  builder  of 
Decatur;  George,  who  is  living  retired  in  Decatur; 
Harriet,  wife  of  John  ISLarkley,  a  resident  farmer 
of  Macon  County;  Sarah,  wife  of  .John  Knapp,  of 
Decatur;  Rudolph,  who  died  in  1854;  Moses,  who 
follows  the  trade  of  carpentering  in  Decatur; 
Lydia,  wife  of  Robert  Iliggins,  a  harness-maker, of 
Pawnee,  111.;  Nancj-,  whose  home  is  in  Decatur; 
Lovey,  wife  of  E.  B.  Eicholtz,  a  carpenter  and 
builder  residing  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  Elias,  of  this 
sketch;  Mary,  wife  of  Taylor  Blaine,  whose  home 
is  in  Decatur,  and  Willie,  who  died  in  infancy. 

No  event  of  special  importance  occurred  during 
the  childhood  days  of  our  subject,  which  were 
spent  upon  his  fathei's  farm  and  in  attendance  at 
the   district   schools,    where    he  acquired  a  good 


English  education.  He  started  out  in  life  for 
himself  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  and  emi- 
grating Westward,  located  in  Decatur,  111.,  in 
1864.  He  had  learned  the  carpenter's  trade  and 
there  followed  that  occupation  until  1870,  when 
he  established  a  lumber  >ard  and  also  engaged 
in  bu3ing  grain  until  1874,  when  he  sold  out  and 
went  to  the  South.  He  first  located  in  Dallas, 
Tex.,  and  was  one  of  the  stockholders  and  erected 
a  $160,000  elevator  at  that  place.  He  was  Sujjer- 
intendent  until  1878,  when,  selling  his  interest  in 
the  elevator,  he  removed  to  Grayson  County,  Tex., 
and  purchased  a  large  tract  of  wild  land,  upon 
which  he  made  many  improvements,  and  there  re- 
sided for  a  year  and  a  half.  His  next  place  of 
residence  was  in  Gainesville,  Tex.,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  implement  business  until  1880,  when 
he  sold  out  and  returned  to  the  North.  On  once 
more  locating  in  Decatur,  he  established  a  tile  f.ac- 
tory,  the  first  in  Macoupin  County,  111.  In  1881, 
he  sold  out  and  came  to  Sibley,  where  he  erected 
a  tile  factory  which  he  still  operates,  manufactur- 
ing about  a  million  and  a  half  tiles  annually.  He 
also  owns  considerable  property,  including  some 
valuable  real  estate  in  Chicago,  and  is  recognized 
as  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  the  commu- 
nity. 

The  lady  who  is  now  Mrs.  Stare  was,  in  her 
maidenhood.  Miss  Lizzie  Reeme.  Her  parents, 
William  II.  and  Catherine  (Shaffer)  Reeme,  were 
natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The  father  was  born  in 
Dauphin  County,  on  the  12tli  of  .July,  1811,  was 
reared  to  agricultural  pursuits  and  educated  in  the 
common  schools.  At  the  age  of  twenty-eight,  he 
began  dealing  in  general  merchandise.  He  emi-  ■ 
grated  to  Ohio  in  the  spring  of  1857,  and  there 
remained  eight  j-ears,  after  which  he  spent  twenty 
years  engaged  in  general  merchandising  in  Decatur, 
111.  He  was  one  of  the  pioneer  business  men  of 
the  city.  In  1886,  he  was  called  upon  to  mourn 
the  loss  of  his  wife,  who  died  on  the  13th  of  Feb- 
ruary, at  the  age  of  sixty-five  j'cars,  two  months 
and  seventeen  days.  For  forty-five  j'ears  they 
had  traveled  life's  journey  together,  sharing  its 
joys  and  sorrows,  adversity  and  prosperity.  They 
had  a  family  of  nine  children,  four  sons  and  five 
daughters,  but  only  the  daughters  are  now  living; 
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Ellen  is  the  wife  of  Benjamin  Knepper,  a  farmer 
residing  near  Tiffin,  Ohio;  Mrs.  Stare  is  tlie  next 
3'ounger;  Sarah  is  the  wife  of  Kilburn  Howard,  of 
Decatur,  111.,  who  for  twenty-live  years  has  been  a 
trusted  employe  of  the  "Wabash  Railroad  Com- 
panj';  P^mnia  is  the  wife  of  Judge  Davidson,  of 
Monticello,  111.,  County  Judge  of  Piatt  County; 
and  Ida  is  a  saleslady  in  a  large  mercantile  estab- 
lishment of  Decatur. 

Mrs.  Stare  was  born  January  23,  1845,  acquired 
her  education  in  the  common  schools  and  is  an 
estimable  ladj*.  The  marriage  of  our  sulxiect  and 
his  wife  was  celebrated  December  14,  1874,  and 
unto  them  have  been  born  five  children:  Frank, 
Burton,  Fred,  Mary  B.  (deceased),  and  Willie. 
The  family  has  a  beautiful  and  elegant  home  on 
Ohio  Street,  and  its  members  rank  high  in  social 
circles.  The  parents  are  members  of  the  Method- 
ist Churcti  and  are  earnest  supporters  of  all  those 
benevolent  institutions  which  are  wortliy  of  their 
consideration. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Stare  is  a  Prohibitionist.  He  be- 
longs to  the  Modern  Woodmen,  Camp  No.  1135,  of 
Sibley,  and  is  a  man  who  has  the  best  interest  of 
the  community  at  heart  and  does  all  in  his  power 
for  the  advancement  of  those  enterprises  calculated 
to  prove  of  public  good.  He  was  one  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Building  Committee  at  the  time  of  the 
erection  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Sibley,  and  has 
been  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  forfom- 
years.  Mr.  Stare  is  a  patentee  of  several  valuable 
devices,  including  the  steel  and  iron  road,  which 
was  patented  December  16,  1890,  and  is  a  valuable 
invention. 


!^+^l 


"^yjOHN  C.  HENDERSON  now  owns  and  oper- 
ates two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  aral)le 
land  on  .section  28,  Button  Township.  It 
is  considered  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the 
neighborhood,  being  improved  with  a  substantial 
residence,  good  barns  and  outbuildings  and  all  the 
other  accessories  of  a  model  farm.  The  fields  are 
well  tilled  and  the  neat  appearance  of  the  place 
indicates  the  thrift  and  enterprise  of  the  owner. 


Mr.  Henderson  was  born  in  Portage  County, 
Ohio.  May  19,  1842.  His  grandfatlier  removed 
from  Westmoreland  County,  Pa.,  to  Ohio  about 
1828,  becoming  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Summit 
County,  and  there  Alexander  Henderson,  father 
of  John,  was  reared  to  manhood.  He  was  born 
in  Westmoreland  Count}',  in  ISlfi.  In  Summit 
County,  he  wedded  Mary  Lantz,  a  native  of  the 
Keystone  State,  and  a  daughter  of  Jacolj  Lantz, 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Summit  County.  After 
their  marriage,  l\Ir.  Henderson  )emoved  with  his 
wife  to  Portage  County,  which  was  tlien  an  almost 
unbroken  wilderness,  and  cleared  and  developed 
a  farm,  upon  which  he  resided  until  1853.  He 
then  sold  out  and  removed  to  Northfield,  Summit 
County,  where  lie  engaged  in  farming  five  years. 
In  1858.  he  came  to  Illinois  and  entered  a  farm  in 
La  Salle  County.  In  the  spring  of  the  following 
year,  he  settled  upon  land  in  Putnam  County, 
where  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  for 
some  lime.  He  then  again  sold  out  and  removed 
to  Princeton,  Bureau  Count}',  where  he  made  his 
home  until  his  death  on  the  5th  of  Marcli,  1880. 
His  wife  died  in  November,  1889,  at  the  home  of 
her  daughter,  in  Beatrice,  Nel).,  but  she  was  laid 
to  rest  by  the  side  of  her  husliand  in  Princeton, 
111.,  where  a  nice  moniuncnl  has  been  erected  to 
their  memor}'.  For  many  years  they  were  active 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which 
Mr.  Henderson  long  served  as  an  Elder.  He  was 
a  successful  business  man,  and  was  esteemed  and 
respected  wherever  known. 

Our  subject  is  the  second  in  order  of  birth  in 
their  family  of  three  sons  and  two  daughters  who 
reached  adult  age:  Denisa,  deceased,  wife  of  J.  K. 
Phillips,  of  Ford  County,  whose  sketch  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  work;  John  C,  whose  name 
heads  this  record;  Robert  F.,  a  farmer  of  Gage 
County,  Neb.;  Walter  L.,  a  lawj-er  of  Creighton, 
Knox  County,  Neb.;  Leila  A.,  wife  of  John  Pol- 
lock, of  Beatrice,  Neb. 

Until  fourteen  j'ears  of  age,  John  Henderson 
resided  in  the  State  of  his  nativity  and  acquired 
a  good  common-school  education.  With  his  par- 
ents, he  came  to  Illinois  in  1858,  and  remained 
with  his  father  until  he  had  attained  his  majorit}-. 
He  then  began   operating  a    portion  of  the   home 
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farm  on  his  own  account,  and  continued  its  culti- 
vation for  several  j'ears.  As  a  companion  and 
lielpmate  on  life's  journey,  he  chose  Miss  Susanna 
Packingham,  a  native  of  Putnam  County,  111.,  and 
a  daughter  of  James  Packingliam,  one  of  the  hon- 
ored pioneers  of  Putnam  County,  who  came  to 
this  State  from  Winsted,  Conn.  Tlie  union  of  our 
suliject  and  his  wife  was  celebrated  in  Granville, 
Putnam  Count}^  January  25,  1866,  and  they  be- 
gan their  domestic  life  upon  the  liome  farm,  but 
after  a  few  years  came  to  Ford  County  in  1871, 
and  settled  upon  wild  land  in  Button  Township. 
Mr.  Henderson  first  purchased  forty  acres,  and 
after  he  had  broken  and  improved  this  tract  he 
bouglit  an  additional  forty,  lying  just  across  the 
line  in  Vermilion  County.  As  his  financial  re- 
sources have  increased,  he  has  since  added  to  the 
amount,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  a  valuable  place 
of  which  we  have  before  spoken. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henderson  have  no  children  of 
their  own,  but  have  reared  three  orphan  children: 
Thomas  McMurray,  Mary  Alma  Morrison  and 
John  F.  Correll  being  still  with  them.  Mr.  Hen- 
derson and  his  wife  are  members  of  tlie  Presby- 
terian Church  and  are  very  higlily  respected 
people,  whose  upright  lives  have  won  them  the 
warm  regard  of  all  with  whom  they  have  come 
in  contact.  He  is  a  tlirifty,  enterprising  man, 
who  began  life  for  himself  oniptj^-handed,  but  has 
worked  his  way  upward  by  the  assistaiice  of  his 
estimable  wife  to  a  position  of  affluence.  He  cer- 
tainly deserves  great  credit  for  his  success,  and  it 
is  with  pleasure  that  we  present  this  brief  record 
of  so  worthy  a  man  to  our  readers. 


■  %■  |J  I  >  '   ^  fc  !■   ^" 


^  AVID  P.  McCRACKEN,  breeder  and  dealer 
in  Poland-Cliina  hogs  and  Jersey  cattle, 
resides  on-  section  27,  Patton  Township. 
He  is  so  well  known  throughout  Ford 
Count}'  that  he  needs  no  special  introduction  to 
our  readers.  He  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  near 
the  city  of  Pittsburg,  May  17,  1852,  and  is  a  son 
of  tlie  Rev.  R.  McCracken,  whose  sketch  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  work.     During  his  childhood,  he 


came  with  his  parents  to  Illinois,  in  1858,  and  three 
years  later  the  family  removed  to  Ford  County. 
His  youth  was  spent  in  the  town  of  Paxton,  and 
he  acquired  a  good  education,  graduating  from  the 
Paxton  High  School,  after  which  he  entered  upon 
his  business  career  as  a  clerk  in  Hoopeston,  111., 
where  he  remained  for  about  a  year. 

Mr.  JlcCracken  was  married  in  Paxton  on  the 
3d  of  March,  1874,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being 
Miss  Maiy  F.  Mason,  a  daughter  of  Frank  Mason, 
of  that  city,  who  is  represented  on  another  page 
of  this  work.  She  was  born  in  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  but 
was  reared  and  educated  in  this  county.  The  young 
couple  began  their  domestic  life  upon  a  farm  in 
Button  Township  where  our  subject  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  for  some  ten  years.  In  1884, 
he  removed  to  Minnesota,  and  in  Martin  County 
was  for  two  years  eji gaged  in  farming  and  stock- 
raising.  On  his  return  to  Illinois  in  the  autumn  of 
1886,  he  took  up  his  residence  in  the  city  of  Pax- 
ton and  gave  his  attention  to  the  raising  of  Poland- 
■  China  hogs.  In  the  spring  of  1889,  we  find  him 
residing  upon  a  farm  on  section  27,  Patton  Town- 
ship,which  is  still  his  home.  It  is  pleasantly  situated 
four  miles  southeast  of  Paxton.  For  the  past 
twelve  years,  Mr.  McCracken  has  given  his  atten- 
tion to  bleeding  and  raising  Poland-China  hogs 
and  is  one  of  the  l)est-known  breeders  of  that  stock 
in  this  State.  He  has  taken  many  first  and  second 
premiums  at  the  county,  district  and  State  fairs, 
where  he  has  exhibited  his  stock,  and  to  twenty- 
seven  different  States  and  Territories  he  hasshipped 
his  hogs,  and  also  to  Canada.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  National  Swine  Expert  Judges'  Association, 
having  served  as  judge  in  several  of  the  leading 
associations  of  the  Middle  and  Western  States. 
For  the  past  few  jears,  he  has  also  been  engaged 
in  breeding  and  dealing  in  registered  Jersey  cat- 
tle, and  at  the  present  time  owns  about  thirty 
head,  among  which  seven  head  bore  off  jnizes  at 
the  Minnesota  State  Fair. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCracken  have  a  family'  of  five 
children,  all  of  whom  are  still  under  the  parental 
roof,  namely:  Fred,  Bertha  11.,  Minnie,  Eva  and 
Roy.  The  parents  and  the  four  eldest  children 
are  members  of  the  INIethodist  Church  of  Pax- 
ton, and   Air.  McCracken   is  serving  as  one  of  its 
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Trustees.  He  is  a  warm  friend  of  the  cause  of 
education  and  believes  in  promoting  tlie  intei'ests 
of  tlie  seliools  by  securing  tlie  best  teacbers.  He 
is  now  serving  as  a  member  of  the  School  Board, 
but  has  never  been  an  office-seeker,  preferring  to 
give  his  entire  time  and  attention  to  his  business. 
He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  the  Hon. 
R.  B.  Hayes,  and  has  supported  each  Republican 
nominee  for  President  since  that  time.  He  is  a 
warm  advocate  of  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party  and  greatly  interested  in  its  success.  Mr. 
McCr.acken  is  recognized  .as  one  of  the  wide-awake 
and  enterprising  business  men  of  the  county,  who 
has  not  only  labored  for  the  advancement  of  his 
own  interests  but  has  worked  for  the  upbuild- 
ing and  development  of  the  community  as  well. 
His  life  has  licen  well  and  worthily  spent,  and  his 
upright  character  has  won  him  high  esteem. 


FREDERICK  IIAMER,  one  of  the  enterising 
and  well-known  farmers  of  Patton  Town- 
ship, residing  on  section  29,  is  a  native  of 
Hanover,  (lermany.  He  was  born  March  .'i,  1858, 
and  is  a  son  of  the  Rev.  Peter  Hamer,  a  minister 
of  the  Reformed  Church.  His  mother  was  in  her 
maidenhood  Miss  Fulkamena  Bussen,  and  both 
were  natives  of  Germany.  Thej' spent  their  entire 
lives  in  the  Fatherland,  and  at  length  were  called 
to  their  final  rest. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  man- 
hood in  the  land  of  his  nativity.  At  the  age  of 
twenty,  he  determined  to  seek  his  fortune  in  the 
New  World,  believing  that  better  opportunities 
were  here  offered  than  the  old  and  more  thickly 
settled  countries  afforded.  So  it  was  that  in  1878, 
in  company  with  his  brother  Thaddeus,  he  boarded 
a  Westward-bound  vessel  at  Bremen  and  in  July  of 
thai  year  arrived  at  New  York.  He  at  once  came 
to  the  West  and  made  his  first  location  in  Logan 
County,  111.,  where  he  worked  upon  a  farm  by  the 
month  for  a  j-ear.  He  tlien  went  to  Ilartzburg, 
Logan  County,  where  he  was  employed  as  a  clerk 
for  a  year.    He  then  bought  a  store  in  Harlzburg  and 


engaged  in  general  merchandising  for  himself,  car- 
rying a  stock  of  hardware  and  drugs.  For  seven 
years,  he  continued  business  at  that  place  and  then 
sold  out,  after  which  he  purchased  a  farm  in  Piatt 
County,  111.,  and  once  more  resumed  agricultural 
pursuits.  The  two  succeeding  years  of  his  life 
were  spent  in  oiicrating  that  land,  after  which  he 
sold  that  farm  and,  coming  to  Ford  County,  bought 
the  one  which  is  now  his  home.  He  located  thereon 
in  .T.anuary,  1891.  It  is  a  well-developed  tract  of 
one  hundred  and  eighth-eight  .acres  of  valuable 
land,  highly  improved  and  located  within  two 
miles  of  Paxton.  The  city  thus  being  easy  of  access, 
he  can  readily  obtain  its  luxuries  and  at  tiie  same 
time  enjoy  the  pleasures  f)f  rural  life. 

In  Logan  County,  on  the  28th  of  October,  1886, 
Mr.  Hamer  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Maggie 
McAvoy,  daughter  of  Daniel  McAvoy.  She  is  a 
native  of  the  Emerald  Isle,  but  was  educated  and 
reared  in  Logan  County,  III.  Three  children  graced 
their  union,  sons:  Freddie,  Richard  and  Philip. 

Mr.  Hamer  cast  his  first  Piesidential  vote  for 
Grover  Cleveland,  and  has  since  lieen  identified 
with  the  Democratic^  party,  being  a  stanch  advo- 
cate of  its  principles.  He  has,  however,  never 
sought  or  desired  political  jireferment  for  himself. 
Although  he  has  resided  in  Ford  County  but  a 
short  tune,  he  is  recognized  .as  a  public-spirited 
citizen  and  one  of  sterling  worth  and  integrity. 
It  was  a  fortunate  day  for  our  subject  when  he 
determined  to  seek  a  home  in  America,  for  in  this 
land  of  freedom  he  has  prospered,  and  by  his  own 
efforts  has  become  a  well-to-do  farmer. 


=^->-^^<^ 


;tl  i^ILLIAM  HARRISON  HUNTER,  resident 
\/\j//  P^''*^"^''  ^"fl  manager  of  the  firm  of  B.  P. 
^^^  Andrews  &  Co.,  of  Paxton,  dealers  in 
lumber,  building  material  and  coal,  is  a  well-known 
business  man  of  this  city.  Their  lumber-yard  was 
bought  by  the  present  company  on  the  1st  of  April, 
1886.  They  do  an  extensive  and  increasing  busi- 
ness and  are  reckoned  among  the  leading  business 
houses  of  Paxton. 

Mr.  Hunter  whose   name  heads  this   record  was 
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born  in  Rush  County,  Ind.,  June  5,  1846,  and  is  a 
son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Kirk)  Iliniter.  IIis 
father  was   liorn  in  Cumberland  County,  Pa.,  ]Ma3' 

11,  1793,  and   died   in  Jefferson  County,  III.,  June 

12,  1878.  The  mother  was  born  near  Annapolis, 
Md.,  Ai)ril  10,  1804,  and  departed  this  life  in  Belle 
Rive,  111.,  November  16,  1884.  Our  suliject  came 
to  this  State  with  his  parents  in  1856,  when  a  lad 
of  ten  summers,  spent  a  few  years  in  Tazewell 
County,  and  then  settled  in  Jefferson  County,  of 
the  same  State.  He  attended  the  pulilie  schools, 
and  on  the  Isl  of  March,  1864,  when  eighteen 
years  old,  enlisted  in  Compauj^  I,  Ninety-fourth 
Illinois  Infantry.  Entering  active  service,  he 
took  part  in  the  Mobile  campaign,  the  siege  and 
capture  of  Ft.  Morgan  and  Spanish  Fort  and  in 
various  skirmishes,  closing  with  the  battle  of  Frank- 
lin Creek,  INIiss.  In  July,  186.'),  he  was  transferred 
to  the  Thirty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry,  becoming 
a  member  of  Company  G,  and  was  mustered  out 
May  30,  1866.  On  his  return  from  the  army,  he 
engaged  in  farming  in  Jefferson  County,  which  he 
continued  until  1S68,  when  he  turned  his  attention 
to  school  teaching  and  spent  three  years  in  travel 
and  teaching,  after  which  he  resumed  .agricultural 
pursuits. 

On  tlie  r)tli  of  Octolier,  1871,  the  marriage  cere- 
monj'  of  Mr.  Hunter  and  Miss  Olive  II.  Rotramel, 
daughter  of  David  R.  Rotramel,  was  performed  in 
Jefferson  Count}',  the  lady's  native  countj'.  Three 
children  have  been  born  to  them,  two  of  whom  are 
yet  living:  Fred,  seventeen,  and  Clyde,  eight; 
David  Harry  died  at  the  age  cif  five  years. 

In  1873,  Mr.  Hunter  went  to  Elk  County,  Kan., 
where  he  resided  two  years,  and  then  removed  to 
Jefferson  County,  111.,  after  which  he  bec^ame  a 
resident  of  Belle  Rive,  111.,  in  1881.  There  he  was 
engaged  in  the  lumber  and  agricultuial  implement 
business  until  1886,  when  he  came  to  Paxton,  and 
has  since  devoted  his  energies  to  the  pursuit  which 
now  occupies  his  attention.  Mr.  Hunter  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and,  in 
politics,  he  is  a  Republican.  He  served  as  Assessor 
in  Jefferson  Count}',  111.,  for  four  years,  and  has 
served  as  President  of  the  Board  of  Education  of 
the  city  of  Paxton.  He  is  a  member  of  Paxton 
Lodge  No.  416,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;   and    is   Past  Com- 


mander of  Paxton  Post  No.  387,  G.  A.  R.  He 
was  appointed  Aide-de-Cam|)  on  the  staff  of  Gen. 
S.  Cl.ark,  Commander  of  the  Department  of  the 
Illinois  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  has 
been  one  of  the  inspectors  of  this  district.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  Lodge, 
of  Paxton.  By  his  fellow-citizens,  ]\Ir.  Hunter  is 
very  generally  esteemed  for  his  courteous  and 
genial  manner  and  upright  and  manl}'  course  in 
his  intercourse  with  them. 


So- 


ILLIAM  CURRIE  is  engaged  in  gent^al 
farming  and  stock-raising  on  section  10, 
Patton  Towiishi(),  where  he  has  made  his 
home  since  1890,  l)ut  his  residence  in  the  county 
covers  a  period  of  almost  a  ((uarter  of  a  centur}'. 
Scotland  is  the  land  of  his  birth,  but  he  is  of  Eng- 
lish descent.  His  parents, Thomas  and  Jane  (Bruce) 
Currie,  were  both  liorn  and  reared  in  England. 
They  resided  in  Scotland  until  1865,  when  they 
determined  to  make  a  home  in  the  New  AVorldand 
crossed  the  briny  deep.  Their  first  settlement  was 
made  in  Marshall  County,  111.,  where  Mr.  Currie 
engaged  in  farming  for  two  years,  and  then  with 
his  family  came  to  Ford  County  in  1867,  locating 
upon  a  tract  of  land  in  Will  Township,  where  he 
has  since  resided.  In  1888,  he  was  called  ujjon  to 
mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife,  who  died  in  November. 
William  Currie  was  born  near  (4reen  Lawn, 
Scotland,  September  15,  1852,  and  was  a  lad  of 
thirteen  3'ears  at  the  time  of  the  emigration  of  his 
parents  to  this  countr}'.  He  grew  to  manhood  in 
Ford  County,  the  days  of  his  youth  being  spent  in 
the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads.  He  aided  in  the 
cultivation  and  development  of  his  father's  land 
in  the  summer  months,  and  in  the  winter  season 
attended  the  district  schools  of  the  neighborhood. 
Under  the  parental  roof,  he  remained  until  after 
he  had  attained  his  majority,  when  he  started  out 
for  himself.  As  a  companion  and  helpmate  on 
the  journey  of  life,  he  chose  Miss  Margaret 
Smith,  daughter  of  James  F.  and  Eliza  (McKeldy) 
Smith,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Canada. 
They  are  numbered   among   the   early  settlers  of 
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Ford  County, having  here  located  in  1859.  Mrs. 
Currrie  was  born  in  Canada,  but  spent  her  maid- 
enhood daj's  in  this  county,  reinaininji-  with  her 
parents  until  she  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  our 
subject,  on  tlie  26th  of  October,  1882.  They  have 
a  family  of  three  bright  little  children,  who  are 
the  light  of  their  parents'  liome:  Elizabeth  .T., 
Thomas  James  and  Florence  Leona. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Currie  located  on  a  farm 
near  Roberts  Station,  where  he  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  for  tliree  years.  He  then  dis- 
posed of  that  land  and  became  a  resident  of  Pax- 
ton,  engaging  in  business  in  the  citj'  for  three 
years.  At  length  he  sold  out  his  business  and  once 
more  resumed  farming,  removing,  in  1890,  to  his 
present  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
conveniently  located  about  two  and  a  half  miles 
from  Paxton.  Tlie  land  is  well  improved  and  un- 
der a  high  state  of  cultivation,  tiie  fertile  fields 
yielding  a  golden  tribute  to  the  care  and  labor  be- 
stowed upon  them  by  the  owner.  Mr.  Currie  is 
not  only  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  successful 
agriculturists  of  the  community,  but  is  also  known 
to  be  a  public-spirited  and  progressive  citizen.  He 
and  his  estimable  wife  are  held  in  high  regard 
throughout  the  community,  having  won  tiie  es- 
teem of  all  by  their  sterling  worth  and  many  ex- 
cellencies of  character.  ^ 


AMUEL  J.  LeFEVRE,  an  early  settler  of 
Ford  County  and  one  of  the  first  to  estab- 
lish a  lumlier  and  coal  yard  at  Gibson 
City,  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  was  born  in 
Montgomery  County  of  that  State,  on  the  16th  of 
April,  1841.  His  parents  were  Dr.  W.  C.  M.  and 
Martha  (Jewett)  LeFevre,  of  whom  see  a  sketch 
elsewhere  in  this  work. 

Samuel  J.  removed  with  liis  parents  when  six 
years  of  age  to  Attica,  Fountain  County,  Ind., 
where  he  attended  school  for  nine  years,  when,  in 
18.56,  he  accompanied  his  father  to  Vermilion 
County,  111.  The  family  settled  in  what  is  now 
Drummer  Township,  Ford  Count^^  but  was  then  a 


part  of  Dix  Township,  Vermilion  County.  There 
he  was  employed  in  assisting  his  father  on  the 
farm,  receiving  little  or   no  additional  seiiooling. 

On  the  13th  of  August,  1862,  Mr.  LeFevre  en- 
listed as  a  member  of  Company  K,  Seventy-sixth 
Regiment  of  Illinois  Infantry  and  served  as  a  non- 
commissioned otlicer  until  near  the  close  of  the 
war,  being  mustered  out  July  24,  1865,  after 
three  years  of  iiard  fighting.  He  particijiated  in 
the  siege  of  Vicksburg;  siege  of  Fort  Blakely  and 
numerous  minor  engagements.  He  received  a  se- 
vere gun-shot  wound  in  the  left  foot  in  the  capture 
of  Fort  Blakely.  near  Mobile,  Ala.,  on  the  9th  of 
April,  1865,  the  last  day's  fight  of  the  war. 

Receiving  his  discharge,  Mr.  LeFevre  returned 
home  and  on  recovering  from  his  wound  engaged 
in  farming  on  the  old  homestead.  He  was  married 
in  Dix  Township,  on  the  2.3d  of  December,  1866, 
to  Miss  Laura  A.  Carver,  a  native  of  Norton,  Ma.s- 
sachusetts,  and  a  daughter  of  David  L.  Carver, 
a  descendant  of  Gov.  Carver.  Two  daughters 
grace  the  union  of  our  subject  and  his  estimable 
wife:  Anna  J.  and  Mary  Etta,  both  born  in  Drum- 
mer Township. 

In  1872,  Mr.  LeFevre  engaged  in  tlie  lumber 
and  coal  business  in  Gibson  City,  which  he  con- 
tinued up  to  1887,  when  he  sold  out  bis  lumber- 
yard but  still  retained  the  coal  business.  In  the 
winter  of  1891-2,  he  erected  an  electric  light  plant 
at  that  place,  which  he  put  in  operation  in  .Tanuary, 
1892,  and  has  since  conducted  successfully,  being 
the  sole  proprietor  and  man.ager.  In  addition  to 
his  other  property,  Mr.  LeFevre  has  a  well-im- 
proved farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  which 
is  described  as  the  northwest  quarter  of  s'ection  13, 
township  23,  range  7,  and  which  corners  with  city 
limits  of  Gibson.  He  has  made  his  home  in  that 
town  since  beginning  business  there  in  1872. 

Mr.  LeFevre  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  a 
stalwart  advocate  of  its  principles.  He  has  served 
as  School  Treasurer  four  years.  Township  Trustee 
six  years,  for  three  years  was  a  meml)er  of  the  Vil- 
lage Board  and  I'resident  of  the  same  for  one 
year.  He  has  held  the  office  of  Supervisor  of 
Drummer  Township  for  three  and  a  half  years  and 
for  two  years  was  Chairman  of  the  County  Board 
of  Supervisors.     He  is  a  prominent  and  representa- 
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tive  business  man  of  Ford  County  and  is  held  in 
high  esteem  b}'  his  fellow-citizens.  Sociall}',  he  is 
a  Mason,  being  a  member  of  Gibson  Lodge  No. 
733,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  of  Gibson  Chapter  No.  183, 
R.  A.  M.;  of  (xihson  Council  No.  7-2;  of  Mt.  Olivet 
Commandery  No.  38,  K.  T.,  of  Paxton;  and  Past 
Commander  of  Lott  Post  No.  70,  G.  A.  R. 


'iT'OIIN  -MEAD  THOMPSON.  Among  the 
most  worthy  early  settlers  of  Melviii  must 
be  mentioned  the  gentleman  whose  name 
heads  this  sketch  and  who  has  been  the  local 
Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Melvin  for  the  past  fifteen 
years.  He  is  a  native  of  Noble  County,  Ohio,  liis 
birth  liaving  occurred  on  the  24th  of  April,  1837, 
and  is  a  sou  of  William  and  Catherine  (Dyer) 
Thompson,  who  were  natives  of  Virginia,  and  who 
in  their  youtli  went  with  their  respective  i)arcnts 
to  Belmont  County,  Ohio,  where  tliey  made  their 
homes,  the  mother's  family  settling  there  during 
her  childhood  and  the  father's  in  the  year  1825. 
William  Thompson  and  his  wife  were  married  in 
Belmont  County,  in  1729,  and  soon  after  moved 
to  Noble  County.  In  1843,  they  moved  to  Monroe 
County  and  seven  years  later  returned  to  Belmont 
County,  which  was  the  iiome  of  the  family  till  they 
came  West. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Thompson  was  a  Democrat  until 
the  war  and  it  was  a  hard  struggle  for  him  to  sever 
old  party  altiliations,  but  when  principle  demanded 
it,  he  changed  and  was  ever  afterward  a  warm  Re- 
publican. Both  he  and  his  wife  were  zealous  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The  mo- 
ther, who  was  a  worthy  Christian  woman,  died  in 
Belmont  County,  Ohio,  April  8,  1863,  at  the  age 
of  lifty-four  years.  The  father  came  to  Illinois  in 
1864, and  settled  first  in  Marshall  County,  near  New 
Rutland,  La  Salle  County,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming.  He  was  an  upright  Christian  man  and  a 
good  citizen.  His  death  occurred  in  INIelvin  in 
Marcli,  1874,  he  having  been  a  resident  of  that 
place  some  four  years. 

John  M.  Thompson  was  reared  on  a  farm  and 
secured  an  academic  education.     In  early  manhood, 


he  engaged  in  teaching  school,  following  that  call- 
ing some  four  years.  On  the  31st  of  October, 
1861,  in  Barnesville,  Belmont  County,  Ohio,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Jane  Daj',  a  daughter 
of  John  and  Anna  Day.  The  lady  was  born  in 
Barnesville  and  became  tlic  mother  of  three  chil- 
dren; William  Edward,  wlio  was  born  February  9, 
1863,  married  Miss  Maggie  Statlier  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  linn  of  William  H.  it  W.  E.  Thompson, 
dealers  in  lumber  and  agricultural  implements  of 
Melvin;  Anna,  the  only  daughter.,  died  June  17, 
1874,  at  the  age  of  three  years;  and  Franc  Mead, 
the  youngest  child,  was  born  February  3,  1877. 

j\Ir.  Thompson  came  to  Illinois  in  1864  with  his 
famil}-,  spent  one  year  in  Grund}-  County,  then  re- 
moved to  Marshall  County,  and  located  within  a 
mile  of  New  Rutland,  La  Salle  Count}',  where  he 
was  engaged  in  farming  tlirce  years.  In  1869,  he 
removed  to  Woodford  County,  near  El  Paso,  but 
a  year  later  crossed  the  line  into  McLean  County. 
Ht;  came  in  1872  to  INIclvin  and  engaged  in  the 
agricultural  implement  and  grocery  business  in 
compan}'  with  his  brother  Thomas  D.  The  part- 
nership was  dissolved  in  1878 and  our  suliject  con- 
tinued alone  in  the  implement  business,  to  which 
he  added  the  lumber  business,  until  1886,  since 
which  time  he  has  devoted  his  attention  to  his  of- 
ficial duties  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  to  convey- 
ancing and  collecting.  On  the  15t!i  of  May,  1887, 
Mr.  Thompson  was  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss 
of  his  wife.  She  was  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  from  childhood. 

On  the  6th  of  December,  1888,  Mr.  Thompson 
was  united  in  marriage  the  second  time,  the  cere- 
mony being  performed  in  Melvin,  while  Mrs.  Jane 
Thompson  became  his  wife.  She  w.as  the  widow 
of  Israel  A.  Tliompson  and  a  daughter  of  Joseph 
Fletcher.  Her  birth  occurred  in  Bury,  Lancashire, 
England, anil  she  came  to  .\inerica  with  her  parents 
in  childhood.  She  has  one  child  by  her  former 
marriage,  Sarah  Catherine  Thompson. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Thompson  is  a  Republican  and 
at  this  writing  is  President  of  the  Village  Board  of 
Melvin.  In  1890,  he  was  one  of  the  census  enu- 
merators, and  he  will  have  held  the  office  of 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  sixteen  years  when  his 
present  term  expires.     He  has  been  secretary  and  a 
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trustee  of  the  Melvin  Brick  and  Tile  Company  since 
its  organization.  lie  is  a  charter  member  of  Peach 
Orchard  Lodge  No.  179,  K.  P.,  in  which  lie  has 
filled  the  official  chairs,  and  has  held  the  office  of 
Deputy' Grand  Chancellor  .>!lnce  the  lodge  was  insti- 
tuted. He  has  been  actively  identified  with  the 
citizens  of  Peach  Orchard  and  adjoining  townships 
for  the  past  twenty  years,  in  business  and  official 
relations,  and  it  is  no  flatter}'  to  say  of  him  that 
his  upright  and  lionorable  course  with  all  with 
whom  he  has  come  in  contact  has  won  him  universal 
respect  and  confidence.  He  is  looked  up  to  by 
every  one  and  has  been  of  much  service  to  many 
in  the  way  of  seasonable  and  sound  advice  on  mat- 
ters of  differences  in  business  or  in  the  way  of 
business  trans.actions  in  the  ordinarj'  course  of  life. 
Plain  and  unpretending  in  manner,  courteous  and 
obliging,  he  has  made  many  friends  and  has  few, 
if  au}',  enemies.  Himself  and  wife  and  their  chil- 
dren are  members  of  the  Metliodist  Church  of 
Melvin,  to  wiiicli  Mr.  Thompson  has  been  a  liberal 
contributor  and  lias  been  active  in  its  support,  as 
has  also  his  wife. 


yivILLIAM  II.  8TITES,  now  residing  in  Pax- 
/  ton,  is  numbered  among  tlie  honored  pio- 
neer settlers  of  P'ord  County.  He  was  born 
near  Danville,  Vermilion  County,  111.,  on  the  1st 
of  December,  1844,  and  is  a  son  of  Benjamin  and 
Susan  E.  Stites,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere 
in  this  work. 

The  first  twelve  years  of  his  life  our  subject 
spent  in  his  native  county,  and  in  March,  IS.tC,  he 
came  with  his  parents  to  what  is  now  the  city  of 
Paxton,  but  was  then  called  Prairie  C'ity.  Here  he 
has  made  his  home  continuously  since,  with  the 
exception  of  three  years  spent  in  sawmill  business 
near  Danville.  His  educational  advantages  were 
meagre,  being  those  afforded  by  the  common 
.schools,  and  to  agricultural  pursuits  he  was  reared. 
As  a  companion  and  helpmate  on  life's  journey, 
he  chose  Miss  Clara  Alice  McKee,  a  native  of  Illi- 
nois, born  in  Magnolia,  and  a  daughter  of  Dr. 
Joseph  and  Margaret  (Hutchinson)  McKee.     Their 


union  was  celebrated  in  Paxtcjii  on  the  2Hth  of 
May,  1873,  and  unto  them  have  been  born  two 
children,  a  son  and  a  daughter:  Frank  M.,  and 
Susie  Irene. 

During  the  greater  part  of  his  married  life,  Mr. 
Stites  has  been  engaged  in  farming  near  Paxton, 
but  in  the  spring  of  1869  he  left  the  farm  and  was 
employed  in  operating  a  sawmill,  which  was  situ- 
ated about  four  miles  north  of  Danville,  until  May, 
1872,  when  he  returned  to  Paxton  and  engaged  in 
the  livery  business,  which  he  carried  on  until  1885. 
In  that  year,  he  sold  out  and  once  more  turned 
his  attention  to  agricultural  i)ursuits,  continuing 
in  that  line  uninterruptedly  until  the  summer  of 
1890,  since  which  time  he  has  been  variously  em- 
ployed. He  is  a  carpenter  or  mechanical  engineer, 
as  time  and  opportunit}'  affords  him  employment. 

The  residence  where  Mr.  Stites  has  made  his 
home  for  so  many  years  was  the  old  family  home- 
stead and  is  said  to  be  the  oldest  building  in  the 
city,  the  few  that  preceded  it  having  been  de- 
stroyed. It  was  erected  in  1854,  principally  of 
hardwood  lumber,  and  is  in  a  good  state  of  preser- 
vation at  this  time.  •  It  is  situated  near  the  cross- 
ing of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  on  Ottawa 
Street.  In  politics,  Mr.  Stites  is  a  Democrat,  and 
his  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Ignited  Presbyterian 
Church  The}'  are  people  of  sterling  worth,  held 
in  high  regard  by  their  man}'  friends  throughout 
the  community. 


%EV.  ROBERT  M(  CRACKEN,  formerly  pas- 
tor of  the  United  Presliyterian  Church,  and 
tiMvl  a  pioneer  of  Ford  County,  was  born  near 
Castle  Wellyn,  County  Down,  Ireland, about 
1824.  His  parents,  John  and  Mary  (Dick)  Mc 
Cracken,  natives  of  Scotland,  were  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  driven  by  religious  persecu- 
tion to  aliandon  their  native  country  and  settle 
in  the  North  of  Ireland,  where  they  found  relig- 
ious freedom,  and  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
days. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  at  the 
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Royal  College  of  Belfast,  graduating  alioiit  1844 
and  the  following  year  lie  emigrated  to  America, 
locating  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  where,  having  studied 
theology,  he  was  soon  licensed  to  preach.  Accept- 
ing a  call  from  Austintown,  Ohio,  he  beeamo  a 
local  pastor  of  that  city,  and  was  there,  on  the  29th 
of  May,  1848,  ordained  a  minister  of  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church. 

On  the  2!)th  of  May,  1849, justa  year  after  his  or- 
dination, Rev.  Mr.  McCracken  was  united  in  the  holy 
bonds  of  matriiHony  with  Miss  Elizabeth  C.  Hogg, 
who  was  born  in  Canfield,  Ohio,  Octolier  16,  1827, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  William  and  Agnes  (Wither- 
spoon)  Hogg,  natives  of  Beaver  County,  Pa.,  born 
of  Scotch  parentage.  The  father  was  a  prominent 
merchant  of  Canlield,  and  died  in  middle  life.  His 
widow  married  again,  her  second  husband  being 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Scroggs,  whom  she  also  survived.  Her 
death  occurred  at  tlie  home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs. 
McCracken,  in  Paxton,  111.,  in  1881,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-two  years. 

After  serving  three  years  in  charge  of  the  church 
in  Austintown,  Mr.  McCracken  received  a  call 
from  AVurteiiibcrg,  Pa.,  vvhicli  he  accepted,  and  was 
pastor  of  that  church  for  a  period  of  ten  years.  In 
1857,  he  came  to  Illinois,  and  accepted  the  posi- 
tion as  pastor  of  a  church  near  Ceiitralia,  which  he 
filled  for  three  years,  and  in  1860  came  to  Paxton, 
then  liut  a  hamlet  of  a  few  houses.  His  church  at 
that  place  numbered  but  seventeen  members,  but 
by  his  earnest  efforts,  and  published  articles  in  the 
East  in  encouragement  of  emigration,  many  of  his 
denomination  were  induced  to  settle  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Paxton,  and  became  permanent  members  of 
the  church. 

Early  in  life,  after  coming  to  the  United  States, 
Mr.  McCracken  discovered  that  he  possessed  a  de- 
cided turn  for  business,  and  while  he  labored  earn- 
estly and  conscientiously  in  his  holy  calling,  he 
found  time  to  conduct  some  business  transactions 
which  proved  very  profitable,  and  when  he  came 
to  Paxton,  he  had  accumulated  several  thousand 
dollars  and  had  a  good  credit,  when  he  chose  to 
use  it.  He  at  once  began  investing  largely  in  real 
estate,  mostly  in  wild  lands,  which  at  that  date 
were  very  low,  and  he  purchased  some  of  the  best 
lands  in  the  county  at  a  cost  of  about  |3  per  acre. 


He  also  acted  as  agent  for  others  in  securing  farms 
for  them  on  commission, and  handled  several  thou- 
sand acres  of  railroad  lands.  He  made  monej-  and 
prospered,  and  became  the  owner  of  a  large  num- 
ber of  farms  which  he  held  until  the  improved 
state  of  the  country  made  them  valuable.  About 
1875,  his  health  failed  him,  and  for  many  years  he 
was  compelled  to  give  up  active  business,  during 
which  time  he  traveled  extensively,  accompanied 
by  bis  wife,  throughout  the  United  States.  While 
on  his  journeys,  his  business  instincts  led  him  to 
observe  the  development  of  the  country,  and  es- 
peciallj-  prices  of  real  estate.  About  1889,  on  his 
return  from  his  last  trip,  he  decided  that  the  lands 
of  this  region  of  Illinois  were  on  the  eve  of  a  sub- 
stantial advance  in  price,  and  accordingly  put  him- 
self in  the  harness  again,  and  made  extensive 
purchases,  much  to  the  surprise  of  his  family  and 
friends.  The  result  justified  the  correctness  of  his 
judgment,  as  the  lands  so  purchased  have  ad- 
vanced in  value  fully  one-third,  making  the  invest- 
ment a  very  profital)le  one. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCracken  have  six  children  liv- 
ing, three  sons  and  three  daughters:  Minnie  A., 
the  eldest,  is  the  wife  of  Thomas  M.  Kell,  a  lead- 
ing business  man  of  Vernon,  Tex.;  David  Pren- 
tice, who  wedded  Mary  F.  Mason,  of  Paxton,  is  a 
noted  live-stock  grower  and  dealer  of  Paxton 
Township.  He  makes  a  specialty  of  breeding  im- 
ported Jersey  cattle  and  Poland-China  hogs,  and 
is  an  acknowledged  leader  in  that  line  of  stock 
business.  Robert  A.  married  Mi.ss  Luella  B.  Kemp, 
and  is  a  practicing  attorney  of  Paxton ;  Lizzie  C. 
is  the  wife  of  N.  L.  Thompson,  of  Crawfordsville, 
Ind.;  Gordon  Ewing  married  Miss  Lyda  T.  Jones, 
and  is  a  well-known  Paxton  grocer,  of  the  firm  of 
Bayne  &  McCracken;  and  Fiances  L.,  the  young- 
est, resides  at  home.  All  the  children  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Evangelical  Church,  and  the  sons  are 
all  Republicans,  in  politics. 

While  an  earnest  Republican,  and  always  voting 
with  that  party,  Mr.  McCracken  is  a  strong  Pro- 
hibitionist in  principle,  and  if  he  thought  the  suc- 
cess of  that  party  possible,  would  gladly  cast  his 
vote  with  it.  He  is  a  man  of  positive  views,  and  is 
always  in  earnest  in  whatever  he  undertakes.  His 
judgment  in  matters  of  business  and  comparative 
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values  of  property  is  reliable,  and  he  possesses  a 
natural  aptness  and  liking  for  business  transactions 
that  have  led  him  into  many  profitable  investments, 
principallj-  in  real  estate.  In  a  marked  degree,  Mr. 
McCracken  enjoys  the  confidence  and  esteem  of 
his  fellow-citizens  and  all  with  whom  he  lias  had 
business  or  social  relations. 
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^  OHN  TETP]R  is  one  of  the  prominent  farm- 
ers of  Pattou  Township,  his  home  being  on 
section  22.  West  Virginia  is  the  State  of 
bis  nativity,  his  birth  having  occurred  in 
Pendleton  County ,Novembcr  24,  1843.  His  father, 
Benjamin  Teter,  was  also  a  native  of  West  Vir- 
ginia, and  his  grandfather,  .John  Teter,  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania,  from  whence  he  removed  to 
Pendleton  Count3',  W.  Va.  With  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  family,  Benjamin  was  there  reared  to 
manhood,  and  after  attaining  to  years  of  matur- 
ity, he  wedded  Mary  Ilartman,  a  native  of  that 
State  and  a  daughter  of  John  Hartman,  who  at 
an  early  day  removed  to  Iowa,  where  he  made 
his  home  until  his  death.  The  father  of  our  sub- 
ject is  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  but  has  also  fol- 
lowed farming  for  manj'  years.  On  his  emigra- 
tion to  Illinois,  he  located  in  McLean  County, 
in  1850,  and  for  about  thirt>-five  years  has  re- 
sided upon  the  farm  which  is  still  his  home.  He 
is  a  hale  and  heai'ty  old  gentleman  of  seventy- 
five  years,  who  is  now  living  a  retired  life  in  the 
enjoyment  of  the  rest  he  has  so  well  earned  and 
truly  deserved.  His  first  wife  died  in  McLean 
County  in  1853,  after  which  he  was  a  second  time 
married. 

Our  subject  was  the  second  in  the  family  of  two 
sons  and  two  daughters  who  were  bom  of  the 
first  marriage,  grew  to  mature  years  and  became 
heads  of  families.  Elizabeth  is  now  deceased; 
Sarah  is  the  wife  of  Charles  West,  a  resident  of 
Colorado;  and  Joseph,  wlio  joined  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Fiftieth  Illinois  Infantry  in  1865,  died 
in  .Teffcrsonville,  Ind. 

John  Teter,  whose  name  heads  this  record,  re- 
mained in  McLean  County  until  the  age  of  eigh- 


teen years,  working  upon  his  father's  farm  and 
receiving  but  limited  educational  advantages.  On 
the  26th  of  December,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  the 
countrj^'s  service  as  a  member  of  Company  K, 
Twent^'-sixth  Illinois  Infantry.  He  was  then  only 
eighteen  years  of  age  and  weighed  but  ninetj' 
pounds.  With  his  regiment,  he  participated  in 
thirty-two  engagements,  many  of  which  were 
among  the  most  important  of  the  war.  He  took 
part  in  the  battle  at  New  Madrid,  both  engage- 
ments at  Corinth,  the  battle  of  luka,  the  siege  of 
Vicksburg  and  the  battle  of  Jackson,  where  he  re- 
ceived two  flesh  wounds,  one  caused  b}'  a  musket 
ball  and  the  other  by  a  piece  of  shell.  He  was 
carried  from  the  field,  but  as  soon  as  he  had  suffi- 
ciently' recovered,  re-joined  his  command  and  par- 
ticipated in  the  battle  of  Mission  Ridge  and  those 
of  the  Atlanta  campaign,  also  in  the  memorable 
march  to  the  sea  with  Sherman.  He  likewise  took 
part  in  the  Grand  Review  at  Washington  at  the 
close  of  the  war,  and  with  his  regiment  was  mus- 
tered out  at  Louisville,  receiving  his  discharge  in 
Springfield,  111.,  July  29,  1865.  He  was  a  faithful 
soldier  and  ever  found  at  his  post  of  duty,  never 
failing  to  respond  to  his  name  at  roll-call,  except 
after  he  was  wounded,  and  in  1862,  when  he  lay 
sick  in  the  hospital  with  measles  and  rheumatism. 
On  the  3'ear  following  his  return  from  the  war, 
Mr.  Teter  was  married,  April  12,  1866,  to  Miss 
Heniietta  Coffey,  who  was  born  in  Indiana,  and 
came  with  her  father,  Hiram  Coffey,  to  Illinois 
when  a  child  and  spent  her  maidenhood  days  in 
McLean  County.  The  young  couple  there  began 
their  domestic  life  upon  a  rented  farm,  and  after 
two  years  Mr.  Teter  purchased  fort}^  acres  of  raw 
land  which  he  improved,  selling  it  after  three 
years.  He  then  went  to  Sedgwick  County,  Kan., 
but  did  not  locate  as  he  intended.  Returning  to 
Illinois,  he  again  rented  a  farm  for  three  years 
and  then  purchased  land  in  McLean  County.  Six 
years  later,  he  again  sold,  after  which  he  rented 
for  two  years,  and,  in  1882,  bought  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  Piatt  County,  upon 
which  he  made  his  home  for  two  years.  He  then 
leased  another  farm  and  together  operated  the 
two  places  until  1888,  when  he  bought  a  farm  of 
eighty  acres  near  Deland,    In  1889,  he  exchanged 
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his  Piatt  County  lands  for  the  farm  upon  which 
he  now  resides,  and  it  has  been  liis  home  since  the 
spring  of  1890.  Within  its  boundaries  are  com- 
prised four  liundred  and  eighty  acres  and  it  is  one 
of  the  desirable  places  in  Pattou  Township.  He 
has  greatly  improved  it  since  locating  thereon, 
having  put  in  tiling  to  the  value  of  |i2,500  and 
made  other  extensive  improvements. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mr.  Teter  have  been  born  four 
children:  Albert  O.,  who  is  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  at  Henderson  Station;  William  E., 
who  is  in  partnership  with  his  brother;  Arthur  D., 
and  Grace  at  home. 

Mr.  Teter  has  been  a  stanch  advocate  of  Repub- 
lican principles  since  he  cast  his  first  Presidential 
vote  for  Gen.  I'.  S.  (irant.  He  is  now  serving  as 
a  meniber  of  the  School  Board.  The  county  finds 
in  him  one  of  its  valued  citizens,  who  does  all  in 
his  power  to  advance  the  best  interests  of  the  com- 
munity and  promote  the  general  welfare.  He  is 
a  practical  and  progressive  farmer,  now  numbered 
among  the  substantial  citizens  of  the  community. 
His  is  another  instance  of  where  laboi-,  determina- 
tion and  perseverance  have  wrought  out  success, 
unaided  h}'  wealth  or  influential  friends. 


-^). 


~S3 


^+^ 


[S_ 


■[^" 


\fj  AMES  H.  SNELLING.  Among  the  leading 
citizens  of  Wall  Township  should  be  nien- 
^:^  I  tioned  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads 
'^^f'  this  sketch,  a  well-known  farmer  residing 
on  section  11.  His  life  record  is  as  follows:  He 
claims  the  honor  of  being  a  native  of  Illinois,  his 
birth  having  occurred  in  La  Salle  Count}',  on  the 
2d  of  March,  1845.  His  father,  John  Snelling,  was 
born  near  Manassas,  Va.,  in  1813,  and  learned  the 
carpenter's  trade  with  his  father,  following  that 
occupation  until  twenty-eight  years  of  age.  When 
a  young  man  of  eighteen  years,  he  removed  to 
Ohio,  and  came  to  Illinois  alwut  the  year  1838, 
taking  up  his  residence  in  La  Salle  County,  where 
he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  until  called  to 
his  final  rest.  He  died  upon  his  farm  at  the  age  of 
seventy-five  years.  He  was  married  in  La  Salle 
County  to  Rebecca  J.  Shaver,  a  native  of  Ohio, 
21 


who  came  to  Illinois  in  1832.  She  is  yet  living, 
and  still  resides  on  the  old  homestead.  j\Ir.  Snelling 
was  quite  successful  in  business.  He  began  in  life 
with  only  a  set  of  carpenter's  tools,  but  his  indus- 
try and  enterprise  won  for  him  a  competence,  and 
at  his  death  he  was  worth  $40,000. 

The  children  of  the  Snelling  family  are  as  fol- 
lows: Nancy,  wife  of  M.  II.  Weaver,  a  resident  of 
Wall  Township;  Elizabeth,  now  deceased;  .James  IL, 
of  this  sketch;  David,  who  is  living  near  the  old 
liome  in  La  Salle  County;  Annis,  who  resides  on 
the  old  farm;  and  George,  who  is  practicing  law  in 
Anthony,  Kan. 

The  boyhood  dajs  of  our  subject  were  spent 
upon  his  father's  farm,  and  in  his  youth  he  re- 
ceived excellent  educational  advantages.  After 
attending  the  common  schools  for  some  time,  he  be- 
came a  student  in  a  business  college  of  London, 
Canada,  afterward  entereil  Eastman  Lusiness  Col- 
lege of  Cliicago  and  subsecjuentlj'  attended  the 
business  college  of  Madison,  Wis.  He  later  was 
Piinciiial  of  the  Western  Business  College  a^  Gales- 
burg  for  two  years,  being  Professor  of  penmanship 
and  book-keeping.  He  is  a  most  expert  penman,  and 
has  some  very  fine  and  artistic  specimens  of  his 
work  which  would  be  hard  to  excel. 

On  the  loth  of  September,  1872,  in  the  county 
of  his  nativity,  Mr.  Snelling  married  Miss  Frances 
Spradling,  who  was  born  August  11,  18.51.  Her 
parents  were  Enoch  and  Sarah  (Dart)  Spradling. 
The  former  was  born  in  Tennessee,  .June  10,  1811, 
and  the  latter  in  Indiana,  May  25,  1817.  The 
father  was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits  and  be- 
came a  successful  business  man.  In  an  early  da}', 
he  emigrated  to  Indiana,  and  in  1841  become  a  res- 
ident of  La  Salle  County,  111.,  where  his  death  oc- 
curred May  18,  1883.  In  politics,  he  was  a  stanch 
Republican.  His  widow  is  still  living  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  seventy-five  and  resides  on  the  old 
homestead  in  La  Salle  County.  She  is  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Church.  In  the  family  were  ten 
children,  two  sons  and  eight  daughters,  but  only 
three  arc  now  living:  Rachel,  wife  of  George  De- 
bolt,  a  native  of  Ohio,  now  engaged  in  farming  in 
La  Salle  Count}';  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Eugene  Pooler, 
also  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  State  and  an  agricul- 
turist of  La  Salle  Cotintyj  arid  Frances,  wife  pf  our 


502 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


subject.  Her  early  education  acquired  in  the  com- 
mon schools  was  supijlemented  by  study  in  the 
High  .School  of  Newark,  111. 

In  the  spring  of  1873,  Mr.  Snelling  removed 
with  his  family  to  a  farm  in  La  Salle  County,  which 
he  operated  three  and  a  half  j'cars.  He  came  to 
Ford  County  in  1879,  and  settled  upon  his  present 
farm,  having  the  3'ear  previous  purchased  one  hun- 
dred and  sixtj'  acres  of  land.  The  work  of  improve- 
ment had  then  been  scarcely  commenced  but  he  at 
once  began  its  development,  and  as  the  result  of 
his  industrious  efforts  has  now  a  valuable  farm,  tlie 
boundaries  of  which  have  been  extended  until  it 
now  comprises  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
rich  land.  He  has  led  a  busy  and  useful  life  and 
is  a  well-to-do  farmer. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Snelling  were  born  four  children, 
Herman,  who  was  born  October  6,  1873;  William 
Roy,  November  26,  1875;  Blanche  E.,  Janu- 
arj'  4,  1878;  and  John  F.,  born  August  5,  1883. 
The  three  eldest  children  are  natives  of  La  Salle 
County,  the  j'oungest  was  born  in  F"ord  Count3\ 
The  family  has  a  nice  home  and  tlie  members  of 
the  Snelling  household  are  highly  respected  people. 
Our  subject  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Se^*- 
mour  in  1868,  and  has  since  supported  each  Demo- 
cratic candidate,  with  the  exception  of  Horace 
Greeley.  He  has  served  as  School  Director  and 
Supervisor,  and  has  proved  himself  a  capable  and 
efficient  officer.  He  is  a  good  business  man,  has 
won  prosperity  in  his  undertakings,  and  is  highly 
esteemed. 


'I^OBERT  M.  MOFFETT,  a  resident  of  Paxton, 
ll#ir^  was  born  near  the  town  of  Bloomingtou, 
^\  Monroe  County,  Ind.,  on  the  14th  of  Octo- 
ber,  1856,  and  is  a  son  of  James  and  .Jane 
(Strong)  Moffett,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
South  Carolina.  His  father  was  born  in  Chester 
District,  that  State,  .January  22,  1822,  and  was  one 
of  a  family  of  seven  children,  three  sons  and  four 
daughters,  all  of  whom  grew  to  mature  years  and 
became  heads  of  families.  Two  sisters  and  two 
brothers  are  now  deceased.  The  father  died  when 
James  was  quite  young,  and  he  reraoYed  with  his 


mother  to  Monroe  County,  Ind.,  where  lie  re- 
ceived a  good  education  and  was  reared  to  man- 
hood upon  a  farm.  He  remained  witli  his  mother 
until  his  marriage,  when  he  located  on  a  i)icce  of 
timber  land,  which  lie  had  [:reviouslv  purchased, 
and  now  cleared  and  improved  it.  It  continued 
to  be  his  iionie  until  1865,  when  lie  came  to  Ford 
County,  111.,  and  purchased  a  slightly  improved 
farm  near  the  city  of  Paxton.  There  he  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits  until  1889,  when  he 
rented  his  land  and  purchased  a  residence  in  Pax- 
ton. He  is  now  living  retired  from  the  active 
duties  and  labors  of  farm  life  and  enjoying  the 
rest  which  lie  has  so  truly  earned.  In  his  political 
affiliations,  Mr.  Moffett  is  a  Re|)ul)lican,  and  has 
served  as  member  of  the  Schciol  Board  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  He  is  a  valued  citizen  and  a  man 
highly  resjiected  liy  all  who  know  him. 

In  the  Molfett  family  were  seven  children:  Au- 
gustus, the  eldest,  is  now  a  farmer  and  resides  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Patton  Township;  David  is 
eng.aged  ui  business  in  the  city  of  Paxton;  Rob- 
ert M.,  of  this  sketch,  is  the  next  younger;  Louise 
and  Lora  carry  on  a  milliner}^  store  in  Paxton; 
Emma  resides  at  home  with  her  parents;  and 
Rena  is  a  stenographer,  holding  a  responsible  po- 
sition as  book-keeper  and  stenographer  in  Chicago. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  the  days  of  his 
boyhood  and  youth  upon  his  father's  farm,  his 
time  being  passed  in  the  usual  manner  of  farmer 
lads.  His  education  was  acquired  iu  tlie  district 
schools  of  the  neighborhood,  and  he  remained 
under  the  parental  roof  until  1881,  in  which  year 
his  marriage  was  celebrated.  It  was  on  the  29th 
of  April  that  he  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss 
Hattie,  daughter  of  James  JM.  and  .Jane  Morris. 
By  their  union  have  been  born  four  children: 
Arthur,  Earl,  Dora  and  an  infant. 

Mr.  and  IMrs.  Moffett  began  their  domestic  life 
upon  a  farm  in  Patton  Township,  which  he  con- 
tinued to  operate  and  improve  until  1887,  when 
he  determined  to  turn  his  attention  to  other  pur- 
suits and,  removing  to  Paxton,  engaged  in  the  liv- 
ery business,  which  he  has  followed  continuously 
since  with  good  success.  He  keeps  a  first-class 
livery  stable,  and  by  his  fair  and  honest  dealing 
and  courteous  treatment  of  his  patrons  has  built 
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up  an  excellent  trade.  He  does  not  take  a  very 
prominent  part  in  public  affairs  but  votes  with 
the  Republican  i)arty,  and  in  his  religious  views  is 
a  Presbyterian,  holding  membership  with  the 
churcii  of  Paxton. 


^^EORGE  GROVE,  a  dealer  in  lumber,  build- 
Ill  (=7  ing  material  and  coal,  is  one  of  the  suc- 
^^iiJJ  cessful  business  men  of  Paxton.  He  was 
born  in  Greencastle,  Franklin  Countj',  Pa.,  No- 
vember 20,  1848,  and  is  a  son  of  George  and 
Catherine  (Whitmer)  Grove.  They  were  both 
natives  of  the  same  region,  the  father  born  in 
1815,  and  the  mother  in  1822.  She  was  called  to 
her  final  rest  in  the  fall  of  1891,  but  the  father 
still  survives,  making  his  home  in  Sterling,  111. 
They  came  to  Illinois  in  1857,  settling  in  Bloom- 
ington,  where  they  remained  but  three  months, 
and  then  went  to  Sterling,  where  the  father  was 
engaged  in  farming  for  a  number  of  years,  but 
since  1886  has  lived  a  retired  life  in  the  city. 

INIr.  Grove  whose  name  heads  this  sketch  was 
reared  on  his  father's  farm  until  he  attained  the 
age  of  nineteen  years,  and  began  his  literary 
training  in  the  district  schools.  He  later  became 
a  student  in  the  Commercial  College  of  Blooming- 
ton.  He  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  until 
1872,  and  then  entered  the  lumlier  yard  of  Wiiit- 
mer  &  Brunn,  continuing  that  business  until  tlie 
spring  of  1875.  At  that  time,  he  came  to  Paxton 
and  formed  a  partnersliip  with  George  Means,  the 
firm  becoming  Means  &  Grove.  That  connection 
continued  untd  Januar3^,  1878,  when  Mr.  Whit- 
mer became  a  memlier  of  the  firm.  Mr.  Grove 
still  had  charge  of  the  business  until  January, 
1892,  when  he  bought  out  the  interests  of  his 
partners,  and  has  since  conducted  the  business 
alone.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  tlie  Paxton  Brick 
&  Tile  Compan}',  and  was  one  of  the  original  or- 
ganizers of  that  corporation.  He  lias  now  been 
longer  engaged  in  business  than  any  other  man 
in  Paxton,  and  has  a  large  and  flourishing  trade. 

On  the  27th  of  November,  1873,  Mr.  Grove  was 


joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Ella  AVright,  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  "Wright,  formerly  of  Blooming- 
ton,  III.,  but  now  of  San  Francisco,  Cal.  Mrs. 
Grove  is  a  native  of  New  York.  She  is  an  es- 
timalile  lady  and  in  this  comniunity  has  many 
friends. 

Our  subject  is  a  Repuljlicau  in  i)olitics  and  a 
stalwart  supporter  of  the  principles  of  that  party, 
and  takes  an  active  part  in  public  affairs.  For 
two  j'ears  he  served  as  Alderman  of  Paxton,  and 
filled  that  office  to  the  satisfaction  of  all.  Socially, 
he  is  a  Mason,  holding  membership  with  Paxton 
Lodge  No.  416,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  Ford  Chapter 
No.  113,  R.  A.  M.;  and  Mt.  Olivet  Commandery 
No.  38,  K.  T.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Electric 
Light  Compan3\  and  is  one  of  the  prominent  busi- 
ness men  of  the  city.  He  has  become  one  of  the 
well-to-do  citizens  of  Ford  County  and  is  one  of 
the  popular  gentlemen  of  tliis  community,  where 
he  is  lield  in  the  highest  regard. 
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RS.  JANE  PATTON  resides  on  section  33, 
Button  Township.  We  have  spoken  much 
of  what  the  men  have  done  for  the  up- 
building and  development  of  the  county, 
luit  tlie  women  were  none  the  less  truly  concerned 
in  tliis  work.  They  had  their  part  to  perform  and 
did  it  well.  Among  these  should  be  mentioned 
the  lady  whose  name  heads  this  sketch.  She  was 
the  first  white  child  born  in  Fountain  County,  Ind., 
the  date  of  her  birth  lieing  May  3,  1824.  Her 
father,  William  Cade,was  born  in  Delaware,  October 
4,  1789,  and  was  a  son  of  Richard  Cade,  also  a  na- 
tive of  Delaware,  born  of  Welsh  and  English  par- 
entage. He  came  of  old  New  England  families. 
With  his  wife  and  children,  he  removed  to  Ohio 
about  1800,  settling  in  what  is  now  Pickaway 
County. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Patton  there  spent  his  child- 
hood days  and  on  the  16th  of  January,  1823,  wed- 
ded Martha  Campbell,  a  native  of  Kentucky,  but 
reared  in  Pickaway  County.  Soon  afterward,  the 
young  couple  removed  to  Indiana,  becoming  hon- 
ored pioneers  of  Fountain  County,  and  there  rearer} 
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their  family.  In  liis  earl\'  life,'  Mr.  Cade  made  ten 
trips  on  a  flatboat  to  New  Orleans  and  seven  times 
returned  to  Oliio  on  foot.  During  the  war  of  1812, 
he  served  three  months  on  the  northern  frontier. 
He  took  quite  an  active  part  in  political  affairs  in 
an  early  day,  and  was  the  AVhig  candidate  for 
Representative  but  was  defeated.  The  death  of 
his  wife  occurred  in  1840,  and  Mr.  Cade  was  called 
to  his  final  rest  on  the  14th  of  November,  1846. 

Mrs.  Patton  si)ent  her  girlhood  days  in  the  county 
of  her  nativity,  aided  iier  mother  in  the  household 
duties  and  acquired  her  education  in  the  district 
schools,  her  privileges  in  that  direction,  however, 
being  quite  limited.  On  the  10th  of  December,  1844, 
she  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  David  Patton, 
who  was  born  in  Ross  County,  Ohio, December  20, 
1815,  and  was  a  sou  of  Thomas  Patton,  who  was  a 
native  of  the  Ke3'Stone  State,  but  became  a  resident 
of  Ross  Count>',  Ohio,  in  an  early  day.  In  1818, 
he  removed  with  his  family  to  Indiana,  locating 
near  Terre  Haute,  and  five  years  later  went  to 
Fountain  County,  where  his  son  David  spent  his 
boyhood  da\s  in  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Patton  were  born  eight  chil- 
dren, who  grew  to  mature  years:  William  T.,  a 
substantial  farmer  of  this  county;  S.  H.,  who  aids 
in  the  operation  of  the  home  farm;  Martha,  wife 
of  J.  'W.  Flagg,  of  Vermilion  County;  La  Fayette, 
who  has  been  a  deaf  mute  nearly  all  of  his  life  but 
is,  notwithstanding,  a  successful  farmer  of  Cham- 
paign County;  Charles  D.,  a  young  man  of  sterling 
worth,  who  died  February  23,  1384,  at  the  age  of 
twentj'-seven  years;  Frank, at  home;  Ida,  wife  of 
C.A.Lamb,  of  Ford  County;  and  Mary  Allie,  a 
teacher  of  recognized  ability  in  this  county. 

For  ten  3'cars  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Patton  re- 
sided in  Fountain  County,  Ind.,  and  in  November, 
1854,  came  to  what  is  now  Ford  County,  111.,  be- 
coming one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Button  Town- 
ship. He  and  his  estimable  wife  suffered  many  of 
the  hardships  of  pioneer  life,  and  during  those  first 
years  the  members  of  the  family  were  victims  of 
the  prevailing  disease,  spinal-meningitis,  and  one  of 
their  sons  entirely  lost  his  hearing.  Mr.  Patton 
entered  four  hundred  and  eight}'  acres  of  land 
and  began  the  development  of  a  farm.  As 
Jjis  financial  resources  increased,  he   extended   its 


boundaries,  until,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  he 
owned  about  two  thousand  acres  in  Ford  and 
adjoining  counties.  He  w.as  one  of  the  enter- 
prising, successful  and  progressive  farmers  of 
the  community  and  was  a  man  of  sterling 
worth,  who  had  the  respect  of  all  who  knew, 
him.  His  dc^ath  occurred  Fcbruar}-  29,  1880,  in 
Fountain  County,  Ind.,  whither  he  had  gone  to  at- 
tend some  business.  He  was  there  taken  sick  and 
died  and  his  remains  were  interred  in  the  family 
cemetery  in  tliat  county.  In  his  early  life  he  was 
a  Jackson  Democrat,  but  on  the  organization  of 
the  Republican  party  joined  its  ranks  and  contin- 
ued one  of  its  stanch  supporters,  although  he  was 
never  an  aspirant  for  public  office.  The  cause  of 
education  found  in  him  a  warm  friend  and  his 
sui)port  was  ever  given  to  those  interests  calculated 
to  benefit  the  community.  He  was  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  lived  a  worthy 
and  uprigiit  life,  so  that  when  lie  was  called  to  his 
final  rest  many  friends  mourned  his  loss. 

Since  the  dcatli  of  her  husband,  Mrs.  Patton  has 
continued  to  reside  on  her  tine  farm,  and  has  had 
the  entire  management  of  the  place.  She  possesses 
superior  business  and  executive  ability  and  is  a 
lady  possessing  many  estimable  qualities  which 
justly  entitle  her  to  the  high  regard  in  which  she 
is  lield.  The  Methodist  Church  finds  in  iier  a 
faithful  member  and  with  it  she  has  been  connected 
since  her  sixteenth  3'ear. 


^(OHN  WESLEY  REED,  the  leading  dentist 
of  Ford  Count}',  is  a  native  of  the  Buckeye 
State.  The  place  of  his  birth  was  West- 
'  minster,  Allen  County,  and  the  date  Sep- 
tember 4,  1851.  His  father,  the  Rev.  Samuel  Kan- 
Reed,  was  born  in  Martinsburg,  Va.,  in  the  year 
1803.  He  wedded  Mary  C.  Magee,  who  was  born 
in  Tarleton,  Pickaway  County,  Oiiio,  in  1827. 
Both  are  still  living  and  are  residents  of  Cham- 
paign. His  father  is  a  minister  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Cliurch,and  is  now  eight^'-nine  years  of 
age. 

It  was  in  the  fall  of   1860,  when  a  lad  of  nine 
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summers,  that  Dr.  Reed  came  with  liis  parents  to 
Illinois,  the  family  locating  in  Champaign,  where 
he  attended  the  public  schools,  but  his  educational 
privileges  were  not  such  as  many  received.  His 
father's  profession  was  not  a  lucrative  one  and  the 
assistance  of  the  son  in  support  of  the  family  was 
in  demand  as  soon  as  he  was  able  to  earn  anything. 
The  Doctor  entered  ujjon  his  business  career  as 
clerk  in  a  general  store  and  was  thus  employed  for 
eleven  years,  after  which,  as  a  traveling  salesman, 
he  was  upon  the  road  for  a  short  time,  luit  the  sal- 
ar3'  he  received  was  not  such  as  to  induce  him  to 
pursue  that  course  as  a  means  of  livelihood.  He 
then  decided  to  make  the  practice  of  dentistry  his 
life  work  and  began  its  study  in  1877,  under  the 
preceptorship  of  Dr.  O.  F.  Britton,  of  Champaign, 
at  that  time  the  best  dentist  in  Central  Illinois. 
In  due  time,  he  was  admitted  to  partnershi|)  with 
his  preceptor,  and  continued  with  Dr.  Britton  un- 
til May,  1883,  when  he  decided  to  ojien  an  office 
in  Paxton.  Success  crowned  his  efforts  from  the 
beginning,  and  he  was  soon  enabled  to  supply 
himself  with  necessary  and  improved  appliances  for 
his  work  and  to  furnish  his  rooms  with  taste  and 
elegance.  His  skill  and  business-like  methods  com- 
mend him  to  the  public,  and  his  business  has  in- 
creased steadily,  until  at  this  writing  his  appoint- 
ment book  provides  for  every  hour  of  his  time  for 
several  weeks  in  advance. 

On  the  2.3d  of  October,  1884,  in  Paxton,  Dr. 
Reed  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss  Kate  Adele 
Cooper,  who  was  born  in  Jefferson  County,  111.,  and 
is  a  daughter,  of  H.  O.  Cooper.  Her  fatlier  is  now 
deceased,  and  since  his  death  her  mother  has  be- 
come the  wife  of  the  Rev.  George  Schlosser,  of 
Paxton.  Socially',  the  Doctor  is  a  Master  Mason, 
belonging  to  Paxton  Lodge  No.  416,  A.  F.  ife  A.  M., 
and  I'axton  Camp  No.  259,  M.  W.  A.,  of  which  he 
was  Venerable  Counsel  for  three  successive  terms. 
He  also  belongs  to  the  Eastern  Illinois  Dental  As- 
sociation and  at  this  writing  is  its  President. 

Dr.  Reed  is  well  up  in  his  profession,  being  a 
liberal  patron  of  the  best  dental  periodicals  and  a 
thorough  student  and  practical  workman  of  supe- 
rior skill.  His  office  is  sujiplied  with  the  most 
modern  and  perfect  instruments  and  appliances  and 
he  does  all  classes  of  work  that  is  usually  done  by  the 


leading  dentists  of  the  large  cities  in  the  country. 
His  work  is  done  so  thoroughly  and  conscientiously 
that  his  patrons  are  earnest  and  sincere  in  their 
expressions  of  satisfaction.  Personally,  Dr.  Reed 
is  a  genial,  bright  and  intelligent  gentleman  whose 
integrity  and  business  standing  are  above  reproach 
and  whose  success  in  life  has  been  won  by  his  own 
unaided  efforts,  natural  ability  and  energetic  ap- 
plication to  his  business. 


\Tr^ANDOLPH  CRUZEX,  a  hardware  merchant 
l^iir  of  Paxton,  who  has  resided  in  that  city 
since  1868,  was  born  in  Har|)er's  Fcny,  Va., 
^;ou  the  16th  of  December,  1835.  His  father, 
Thomas  Jefferson  Cruzen,  was  also  a  native  of  that 
State,  and  was  descended  from  an  old  family  of 
German  origin.  After  he  had  arrived  at  3ears  of 
maturity,  he  married  Elizabeth  McBride,  a  lady  of 
Scotch  descent. 

When  only  three  years  old,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  removed  with  his  ))arents  from  Virginia  to 
Fayette  County,  and  subsequently  to  Madison 
County,  Ohio,  where  he  acquired  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  and  was  employed  on  his  father's 
farm  until  twenty  years  of  age,whcn  he  determined 
to  turn  his  attention  to  other  pursuits,  and  secured 
a  position  as  merchant's  clerk.  At  length  he  resolved 
to  seek  a  home  further  Westward,  and,  in  1856,  he 
came  to  Illinois,  locating  near  Fairmont,  Vermil- 
ion County,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  until 
1864,  when  he  embarked  in  the  mercantile  business. 
Four  j'ears  later,  in  1869,  he  came  to  Paxton  and 
bought  out  George  Wright,  in  the  dry-goods  trade, 
carrying  on  that  business  until  1872,  when  he  be- 
came a  hardware  merchant,  forming  a  partnership 
with  R.  Clark,  which  connection  was  continued 
until  1882,  when  Mr.  Clark    retired  from  the  firm. 

In  October,  1868,  while  a  resident  of  Fairmont, 
Mr.  Cruzen  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Annie  E.  Clark,  a  daughter  of  Remembrance  and 
Henrietta  A.  (Durgin)  Clark,  the  ceremon3-  being 
performed  at  the  home  of  her  parents,  in  Paxton. 
Mrs.  Cruzen  was  boin  in  Bangor,  Me.,  and  came  to 
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Illinois  with  her  parents  in  1858-,  the  family  set- 
tling in  what  is  now  Paxton.  One  son  has  been 
born  unto  our  subject  and  his  wife — Charles  R.,  a 
youu^  man  now  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

In  addition  to  his  mercantile  business,  Mr. 
Cruzen  is  connected  with  several  other  enterprises 
of  importance.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Paxton 
Canning  Company,  of  the  Paxton  Hemp  Company, 
and  of  the  Paxton  Grain  Company.  He  also  hand- 
les more  or  less  live  stock,  having  dealt  in  that 
line  for  many  years.  In  his  jiolitical  affiliations, 
he  is  a  Republican,  and,  with  his  wife,  he  attends 
tlie  Congregational  Cliurcii.  Mr.  Cruzen  has  long 
been  recognized  as  one  of  Paxton 's  most  influen- 
tial and  prominent  business  men,  and  well  merits, 
by  his  integrity  and  upright  course  in  life,  the 
high  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  all  who  know 
him.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in  all  that  per- 
tains to  the  welfare  of  the  city,  and  has  aided 
largely  in  its  upbuilding  and  advancement.. 


HARLES  E.  WESSLUND  well  deserves 
representation  in  this  volume,  for  he  is  one 
of  the  most  prominent  farmers  of  Patton 
Township.  His  home  is  on  section  21.  He  is  a 
native  of  Sweden,  his  birth  having  occurred  on  the 
1,5th  of  March,  1853.  His  training  to  farm  labor 
was  not  as  limited  as  his  school  privileges.  His 
education  has  been  mostly  acquired  through  his 
own  efforts  and  since  attaining  to  mature  3'ears, 
but  he  has  made  himself  a  well-informed  man. 
In  the  year  1870,  he  bade  adieu  to  his  old  home 
and  the  friends  of  his  youth  and  crossed  the  briny 
deep  to  the  New  World,  sailing  from  Gottenburg 
on  a  steamer  which  reached  New  York  in  .June  of 
that  year. 

Mr.  Wesslund  was  then  a  young  man  of  eighteen 
j-ears.  He  came  at  once  to  Illinois,  settling  in 
Ford  County,  where  he  began  working  upon  a 
farm  by  the  month,  and  was  thus  employed  for 
nine  long  years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period, 
he  rented  a  large  farm  of  four  hundred  acres,  and 
there  extensivel}'  engaged  in  farming  foi'  seven 
years.     In  the  meantime,   he    purchased  one  hun- 


dred and  six  acres  of  land  which  he  rented.  In 
1889,  he  sold  that  farm  and  bought  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres,  comprising  the  farm  on  which  he 
now  makes  his  home.  This  place  is  well  tiled  and 
finely  improved;  in  fact,  it  is  a  model  farm.  The 
house  is  a  commodious  and  substantial  residence, 
neatly  and  tastefully  furnisiied;  the  lawn  is  orna- 
mented with  a  large  variety  of  evergreen  and 
other  shade  trees,  together  with  flowering  shrubs; 
a  fine  ^oung  orchard  of  select  fruit  has  been  set 
out,  and  the  farm  seems  complete  in  all  its  appoint- 
ments. 

The  lady  who  bears  the  name  of  Mrs.  AVesslund 
was  in  her  maidenhood  Miss  Hilda  Wilhelmina 
Asp.  She  was  born  and  reared  in  Sweden  and 
when  a  young  lady  came  to  this  countr3'.  Their 
marriage  was  celebrated  in  Ford  County  on  the 
13th  of  March,  1881,  and  unto  them  have  been 
born  four  interesting  children:  Harry,  Elmer,  An- 
ton and  Mabel.  The  parents  are  both  members  of 
the  Paxton  Lutheran  Church.  In  politics,  Mr. 
Wesslund  is  a  Republican,  having  supported  that 
party  since  he  became  a  voter.  He  has  never  been 
an  aspirant  for  public  office,  preferring  to  devote 
his  time  and  attention  to  his  business  interests, 
which  he  has  followed  with  signal  success.  He 
commenced  life  in  Hlinois  a  poor  young  man, 
empty-handed,  but  b3'  his  own  industry,  enterprise 
and  labor  he  has  accumulated  a  large,  valuable  and 
desirafjle  farm  and  a  good  home  and  is  now  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  thrifty  and  well-to-do  agri- 
culturists of  Patton  Township.  lie  is  respected 
by  his  neighbors,  esteemed  I)}'  his  friends,  and  it  is 
with  pleasure  we  present  this  record  of  his  life  to 
our  readers. 


^'OHN  H.  WARNER  (deceased),  who  was 
for  many  j'ears  a  resident  of  Ford  County, 
was  l)orn  in  Belleville,  near  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
April  1,  1844.  His  parents,  George  and 
Elizaljcth  (Smith)  Warner,  emigrated  from  Ger- 
many in  early  life  and  located  at  St.  Louis,  where 
the  father  was  employed  as  a  cooper  and  as  book- 
keeper.    Having   moved    to  Putnam  County,  III., 
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he  engaged  in  farming  for  a  time,  but  later  re- 
moved to  Peru, 111.  He  died  in  that  place,  but  his 
wife,  who  subsequently  married,  resides  in  Roberts, 
Ford  County.  John  H.  Warner,  the  second  in  or- 
der of  birth  of  five  children,  was  only  eight  years 
of  age  at  the  time  of  his  father's  death.  His  edu- 
cational advantages  were  meagre,  as  he  early  in 
life  began  to  help  sujjport  himself.  When  twenty 
years  of  age,  he  commenced  life's  battle  on  his 
own  account  by  working  on  a  farm. 

May  8,  1872,  he  married  Miss  Elizabeth  E., 
daughter  of  .lolin  Woolstoncroft.  The  lady  was 
born  in  Putnam  County,  111.,  but  was  chiefly  reared 
in  La  Salle  County.  She  came  with  her  parents 
to  Ford  County  in  18(i7,  and  was  married  in  Ly- 
man Township  to  Mr.  Warner,  who  had  come  to 
the  county  some  four  years  before  her.  After 
spending  a  3'ear  in  Dix  Township,  Mr.  Warner  re- 
moved to  I'eacli  Orchard  Township,  where  he 
farmed  successfully  until  his  death,  June  18,  1881. 
He  had  been  in  poor  health  for  several  years,  but 
was  confined  to  his  l)ed  only  nine  days.  He  was 
reared  under  the  auspices  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
and,  in  politics,  was  a  Republican.  He  was  a  man 
held  in  high  esteem  liy  his  fellow-citizens. 

Mrs.  Warner,  who  is  a  member  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  is  a  lady  of  many  excel- 
lencies of  character.  Left  a  widow  with  an  eight- 
year-old  son,  Seth  R.,  to  rear  and  educate,  she  has 
done  her  part  nobl^'. 


.^o> 


eHARLES  ASHRY,  a  retired  farmer,  now  re- 
siding in  Gibson  City,  was  born  in  Jefferson 
County,  Ohio,  June  4,  1833,  and  is  a  son  of 
Abel  and  Harriet  (Conowa)  Ashby.  His  parents 
were  bolh  natives  of  Maryland,  and  removed  to 
Ohio,  settling  in  Steubenville,  before  their  mar- 
riage. The  father  died  wlien  Charles  was  but  nine 
years  of  age,  but  the  mother  survived  until  1854. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  man- 
hood on  a  farm  and  attended  the  district  schools, 
there  receiving  his  literary  education.  On  the  8th 
of  May,  185.'),  he  was  united  in  marriage,  in  Jeffer- 


son Count}',  Ohio,  to  Miss  Margaret  Hanson.  The 
lady  is  a  native  of  that  county  and  is  a  daughter 
of  John  and  Lydia  Hanson. 

Mr.  Ashby  was  engaged  in  farming  in  Ohio  un- 
til 1856,  when  he  removed  to  Illinois,  settling  in 
Heyworth  Towusiiip,  McLean  County,  where  he 
carried  on  agricultural  pursuits  for  the  two  suc- 
ceeding years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time,  he 
removed  to  Empire  Township,  but  in  Octoljer  of  the 
same  year,  1859,  went  South  and  resided  in  Mis- 
sissippi and  Louisiana  until  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war.  Returning  to  McLean  County,  he  enlisted, 
on  the  8th  of  August,  1862,  as  a  member  of  Com- 
pany G,  Ninety-fourth  Illinois  Infantry.  He  was 
a  non-commissioned  officer  and  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Prairie  Grove,  Ark.,  December  7,  1862; 
Van  Buren,  Ark.,  and  was  in  the  siege  of  Vicks- 
burg  until  the  capture  of  that  place.  Later  he  was 
in  the  Black  River  campaign  under  Gen.  Herron, 
and  was  in  the  battle  of  Port  Hudson,  La.  He  then 
went  to  Brownsville,  Tex.,  thence  to  Ft.  Morgan, 
Ala.,  and  took  part  in  the  capture  of  Spanish  Fort. 
He  was  mustered  out  on  the  12th  of  August,  1865. 

On  his  return  from  the  war,  Mr.  Ashby  was  not 
actively  employed  for  a  year.  He  then  engaged 
in  farming  in  McLean  County,  continuing  there 
until  the  year  1868,  when  he  removed  to  Ford 
County,  settling  in  Dix  Township.  He  there  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  iiursuits  until  1881,  when 
he  went  to  Champaign  Count}',  where  for  two 
years  he  made  his  home,  engaged  in  farming.  He 
then  removed  to  Normal,  where  he  lived  tiiree 
years,  after  which  he  spent  one  year  in  Blooming- 
ton,  and  in  the  fall  of  1889  came  to   Gibson  City. 

Unto  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  have 
been  born  three  children:  John  II., the  eldest, mar- 
ried Lola  Phillips,  and  is  a  photographer  of  Melvin; 
Leonora  E.  and  Emma  J.  reside  with  their  parents. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ashby  and  their  eldest  daughter  are 
members  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church 
and  take  an  active  part  in  its  work.  Mr.  Ashby 
joined  the  church  in  1860,  and  his  wife  became 
a  member  in  1862.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  politics, 
and  was  a  member  of  the  School  Board  while 
in  Champaign  County.  He  held  the  office  of  As- 
sessor of  Drummer  Township  in  1891,  and  is  one 
of  the  public-spirited  and  enter|)rising  citizens  of 
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the  community.  He  is  held  in  high  respect  for  his 
sterling  worth  .and  integrity',  and  is  one  of  the  up- 
right mun  of  Gibson  City. 


m^m 


\^ 


W/OHN  A.  WESSLUND  follows  f.nrniing  on 
section  18,  Patton  Township.  The  gentle- 
^,^  man  whose  name  heads  this  sketch  is  an  ex- 
'f^^y  ample  of  what  can  be  accomplished  by  en- 
ergy and  tlirift,  sujiplemented  by  good  manage- 
ment and  well-directed  efforts.  Like  many  of  his 
countrymen,  he  came  to  this  country  a  poor 
young  man  to  seek  liis  fortune.  He  was  empty- 
handed,  having  nothing  but  the  gifts  with  which 
Nature  has  endowed  him,  but  he  has  steadily 
worked  his  way  upward,  and  is  now  the  owner  of 
two  valu.able  and  well-improved  farms,  one  lying 
just  outside  the  city  limits  of  Paxton. 

Mr.  AVesslund  w.as  born  in  Sweden  on  the  22d 
of  June,  1850,  and  his  boyhood  was  spent  upon 
a  farm.  His  educational  adv.antages  were  very 
limited,  for  lie  had  to  assist  in  the  laboi'S  of  tlie 
farm  and  do  what  he  could  towards  supporting 
the  family.  When  a  young  man  of  eighteen  years, 
in  1868,  we  find  him  among  the  passengers  on 
board  the  "City  of  Brooklyn,"  which  weighed  an- 
chor at  Gottenburg,  and,  after  a  passage  of  nine 
days,  arrived  safe  at  New  York  harbor  on  the  27th 
of  April,  of  that  year.  He  came  at  once  to  the 
West,  going  first  to  Indiana.  He  liad  an  uncle  and 
some  other  relatives  living  at  Attica,  Ind.,  and  soon 
found  work  as  a  farm  hand  by  the  month  in  that 
locality.  •  The  succeeding  year  he  continued  his 
Westward  journey  to  Ford  County,  III.,  where  he 
joined  his  uncle,  Jonas  Froyd,  since  deceased,  and 
went  to  work  on  the  farm  for  him.  The  four  suc- 
ceeding years  of  his  life  were  thus  p.assed,  after 
which  he  rented  a  farm  of  Mr.  Middlecoff  and  for 
four  3'ears  operated  it  successfully.  His  crops 
were  good  and  products  brought  a  fair  price,  so  that 
his  financial  resources  were  increased,  and  he  was 
enabled  to  purchase  sixty  acres  of  land,  to  which 
he  afterward  removed  and  which  is  still  his  prop- 
erty, it  being  now  a  well-improved  and  valuable 
farm.     For  several  years,  Mr.  Wesslund  continued 


to  operate  that  land  and  then  purchased  the  farm 
on  which  he  now  resides,  adjoining  the  cit}^  of 
Paxton,  in  August,  18'Jl. 

On  the  24th  of  September,  1885,  Mr.  Wesslund 
led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Gusta  Salstrom,  a 
native  of  Sweden,  who  came  to  Ford  County,  111., 
in  1867.  Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  a  lit- 
tle daughter,  Esther  E.  The  parents  are  both 
members  of  the  Paxton  Lutheran  Church,  and  are 
people  of  sterling  worth,  who  rank  high  in  social 
circles  and  are  well  and  favorably  known  through- 
out this  community.  Mr.  Wesslund  exercises  his 
right  of  franchise  in  the  support  of  the  Republi- 
can party,  and,  as  every  true  American  citizen 
should  do,  feels  an  interest  in  political  affairs,  yet 
has  never  sought  or  desired  public  office.  He  has 
now  resided  in  Ford  County  for  nearly  a  quarter 
of  a  century  and  is  well  known  within  its  borders. 


"^ 


^^^ 


(^' 


ELMER  LINCOLN  KELSO,  M.  D..  a  rising 
young  physician  and  surgeon  of  Paxton,  is 
a  native  of  this  State,  born  in  Coles  County, 
on  the  14th  of  November,  1861,  and  is  a  son  of 
Dr.  H.  A.  and  Margaret  (Brashares)  Kelso,  whose 
sketch  appears  on  another  page  of  this  work.  Our 
subject  came  to  Paxton  with  his  parents  in  1865, 
and  after  attending  the  cit^'  schools  for  some  time, 
he  entered  the  State  University  at  Champaign, 
taking  a  three-years' scientific  and  classical  course. 
Subsequently,  he  became  a  student  of  the  Chicago 
Medical  College,  whence  he  was  graduated  after  a 
three-3'ears'  course,  in  the  Class  of  '83.  On  re- 
ceiving his  degree,  he  returned  to  Paxton  at  once 
and  the  following  day  attended  his  first  case,  since 
which  time  he  has  been  in  continuous  and  suc- 
cessful practice,  which  covers  a  period  of  nine 
j'ears.  He  has  assisted  his  father  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duties  as  local  physician  and  surgeon  for  the 
Illinois  Central  Railroad  Company,  and  is  exam- 
ining physician  for  the  Equitable  Life  Insurance 
Company,  of  New  York,  and  for  the  Northwestern 
Mutual,  of  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Dr.    Kelso  was  married  in  Paxton  on  the  1st  of 
November,    1887,  to  Miss  Leota  Hefner,  a  daugh- 
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ter  of  H.  C.  and  Oren  ().  Hefner.  Mis.  Kelso  is  a 
native  of  Illinois,  and  her  parents  are  early  settlers 
of  Ford  Count}'.  The  Doctor  and  his  wife  have 
one  child,  a  son,  Lee  Woodford,  who  was  born 
August  8,  1890. 

Socially,  Dr.  Kelso  is  a  Knight  Templar  Mason, 
holding  membership  with  Paxton  Lodge  No.  416, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  Ford  Chaiiter  No.  113,  R.  A.  M.; 
and  Mt.  Olivet  Connnandery  No.  38,  K.  T.,  of 
Paxton.  He  has  by  his  skill,  industry-  and  jirompt- 
ness  in  discharge  of  his  professional  duties,  suc- 
ceeded in  building  up  a  large  and  lucrative  prac- 
tice. No  conditions  of  road  or  weather  are  consid- 
ered when  liis  services  are  required,  and  his  patients 
and  the  public  general!}'  have  learned  that  the 
young  physician  is  no  fair-weather  doctor.  He  is 
a  member  of  tlie  Central  Illinois  Medical  Associa- 
tion and  is  recognized  by  his  brethren  of  the  i)ro- 
fession  as  a  well-read  and  skillful  practitioner. 


Iji^bJp. 


f^""*''*"*''^^*^' 


\f  AMES  ROBERTS,  one  of  tlie  honored  pio- 
neers of  Ford  County  of  1858,  is  now  re- 
^,^1  siding  in  the  village  of  Roberts,  and  none 
^^df^  of  its  citizens  are  more  worthy  of  repre- 
sentation in  this  volume  than  our  subject.  He 
was  born  in  Sussex  County,  England,  August  11, 
ISK),  and  is  the  seventh  in  a  family  of  eleven 
children,  numliering  five  sons  and  six  daughters, 
whose  parents  were  .John  and  Elizabeth  (Scott) 
Roberts.  His  father  was  a  horticulturist  and 
also  a  native  of  Sussex  County,  while  his  mother 
was  horn  in  Kent  County.  Both  parents  are  now 
deceased.  The  members  of  the  family  who  still 
survive  are:  Mary,  widow  of  George  Stace,  of 
England;  Mrs.  Fannie  Hall,  a  widow,  residing  in 
England;  .lane,  wife  of  Samuel  Winchester,  of  the 
same  county;  .lames,  of  this  sketch;  William, 
Elizabeth,  Sarah  and  Jesse,  all  of  whom  are  still 
in  their  native  land. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  acquired  a  very  lim- 
ited education  and  spent  his  earl}'  life  upon  the 
farm.  He  has  been  twice  married.  In  his  native 
land  he  wedded  Miss  Elizabeth  Gilbert,  by  whom 
he  had  three  children,  one  son  and  two  daughters: 


Mercy,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  .lohn  Pierce,  an 
agriculturist;  Mary  .lane,  wife  of  William  Hurst, 
a  prominent  farmer  of  Lyman  Township;  and 
-lohn  T.,  deceased.  In  IS;')!,  Mr.  Roberts  emi- 
grated with  his  family  to  America.  He  sailed 
from  London,  and,  after  one  month  spent  upon 
the  briny  deep,  landed  at  New  York,  made  his 
way  up  the  Hudson  River,  went  by  canal  from 
Albany  to  Buffalo,  and  in  the  latter  place  secured 
employment  in  a  brickyard,  after  which  he  worked 
upon  a  farm.  Subsequently,  he  came  to  Prince- 
ton, III.,  where  he  worked  at  an>'thing  he  could 
find  to  do,  whereby  he  might  earn  an  honest  dol- 
lar. He  there  built  a  little  litune  and  remained  in 
Princeton  three  years,  when  he  sold  out  and  went 
to  Chicago  and  purchased  some  of  the  railroad 
land  in  Ford  County.  Since  1858,  he  has  been  a 
resident  of  this  locality. 

Mr.  Roberts  lost  his  first  wife  in  New  York,  and 
December  27,  1859,  married  Miss  Alice  Hurst,  a 
native  of  Lancashire,  England.  They  have  one 
son,  Oscar  .!.,  an  enterprising  and  industrious 
young  man.  In  politics,  the  son  is  a  Democrat, 
having  cast  his  first  vote  for  Grover  Cleveland.  He 
wedded  Miss  Mary  Elizabeth  Whorrall,  and  unto 
them  were  born  three  children:  Alice  Deljorah, 
Ralph  Oscar  and  Floss. 

Uncle  James  Roberts,  as  he  is  known  through- 
out the  county,  is  an  honored  pioneer  who  has 
watched  the  entire  growth  and  development  of 
Ford  County,  and  has  ever  borne  his  part  in  its  up- 
building and  advancement.  He  is  a  self-made 
man,  who  began  life  empty-handed,  but  deter- 
mined to  win  success  in  the  world.  On  coming 
here,  he  made  a  claim  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  but  had  to  let  eighty  acres  go,  and  in  those 
early  da3's  found  it  hard  work  to  pay  for  the 
other  eighty  acres.  However,  he  worked  on  stead- 
ily and,  as  a  result,  is  now  the  owner  of  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty  acres  of  land,  which  yield  to 
him  a  good  income,  besides  his  comfortable  home 
in  Roberts.  He  is  a  public-spirited  and  progres- 
sive citizen  who  has  ever  manifested  an  interest 
in  all  that  pertains  to  the  welfare  of  the  commu- 
nity and  has  given  liberally  to  the  promotion  of 
those  enterprises  calculated  to  prove  of  public 
benefit.     He   cast  his   first    Presidential   vote    for 
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Franklin  Pierce,  and  has  since  been  a  stalwart  ad- 
herent of  Democratic  principles.  He  and  liis  wife 
are  members  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and 
aided  in  the  erection  of  the  house  of  worship. 
They  are  benevolent  and  charital)le,  and  through- 
out the  commuuity  are  held  in  high  regard,  of 
which  they  are  well  deserving. 


THOMAS  W.  CAIN,  a  well-known  liveryman, 
is  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  Gibson 
City.  He  claims  Ohio  as  the  State  of  his 
nativity,  having  been  born  in  Fairfield  County, 
November  5,  1842,  unto  Nehemiah  C.  and  Rachel 
R.  (Herron)  Cain.  His  father,  who  was  born  in  New 
York,  is  of  Irish  descent  and  in  early  life  emi- 
grated with  his  parents  to  Ohio,  where  he  was 
afterward  married.  His  wife,  who  was  also  de- 
scended from  Irish  ancestry,  was  born  in  the  Buck- 
eye State.  In  1843, they  came  to  De  Witt  County, 
111.,  settling  on  an  unimproved  farm,  but  Mr.  Cain 
soon  began  clearing  and  cultivating  tlie  land  and 
became  one  of  the  prosperous  farmers  of  the  com- 
munity. Both  he  and  his  wife  were  Methodists  in 
religious  sentiment,  and  he  was  a  stalwart  sup- 
porter of  the  Republican  part}'.  He  died  at  the  age 
of  fifty-four  yeais  in  De  Witt  County  in  1863,  and 
she  also  passed  away  in  the  same  county  at  about 
the  same  age,  in  1866.  Their  union  was  blessed  b}' 
the  birth  of  seven  children,  five  of  whom  still  sur- 
vive. 

Thomas  W.  Cain  was  the  third  child  in  order  of 
birth  in  the  family  and  received  his  education  at 
the  old-time  district  school.  He  was  reared  under 
the  parental  roof  and,  like  a  dutiful  son,  cared  for 
his  mother  as  long  as  she  lived  and  after  her  death 
still  had  charge  of  the  home  place,  assisting  the 
younger  members  of  the  family  until  they  were 
able  to  care  for  themselves. 

A  marriage  ceremony  performed  on  the  21st  of 
September,  1876,  united  the  destinies  of  Mr.  Cain 
and  Miss  Palm3-ra  M.  Newman.  The  lady  is  a  na- 
tive of  Knox  County,  Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of 
George  Newman,  who  emigrated  from  Ohio  to  this 


State  in  an  early  day,  settling  in  Knox  County. 
Five  children  grace  the  union  of  our  subject  and 
his  estimable  wife,  namely:  Hattie,  George  l.,Elva, 
Clinton  and  Myra,  all  of  whom  are  still  with  their 
parents. 

Religiously,  Mr.  Cain  is  a  member  of  the  Presb}'- 
terian  Church,  to  which  his  wife  belongs.  He  has 
held  several  public  offices  of  trust,  including  those 
of  Supervisor,  Tax  Collector,  School  Director  and 
Road  Commissioner  of  his  township.  He  is  a  Repub- 
lican in  politic-i  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  the 
success  of  that  party.  From  1869  until  1875,  Mr. 
Cain  bought  and  shipped  stock  quite  extensively, 
three  years  of  the  time  being  engaged  in  that  bus- 
iness in  Kansas.  He  purchased  one  hundred  and 
sixty-six  acres  of  land  in  Rutledge  Township,  De 
Witt  County,  111.,  in  1883,  on  which  he  resided 
until  coming  to  Gibson  City  four  years  later.  He 
here  purchased  the  liverj'  stable  before  alluded  to, 
which  he  has  carried  on  continuously  since.  He  is 
a  valued  citizen  and  one  of  the  successful  liusiness 
men  of  the  community,  where  he  is  held  in  the 
highest  esteem. 


ILS  D.MILGREN  is  a  plow  manufacturer 
and  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Paxton, 
^  who  has  resided  in  the  city  for  more  than 
a  quarter  of  a  century.  He  is  a  native  of  Southern 
Sweden,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Sivarp  Mnl- 
mohus  Lan,  on  the  26th  of  February,  1832.  The 
days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  were  spent  in  that 
country,  where  he  leai-ned  the  blacksmith  trade. 
Thinking  to  better  his  financial  condition  by  emi- 
grating to  the  New  W^orld,  he  bade  good-bje  to 
his  old  home  in  1854,  and  crossed  the  Atlantic 
to  America.  The  two  succeeding  years  of  his  life 
were  spent  in  Boston,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade, 
after  which  he  came  to  Illinois  and  located  in  Mo- 
line,  where  he  was  employed  in  the  great  plow  fac- 
tory of  John  Deer  for  nine  years,  or  from  Ajiril, 
1856,  until  1865.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time, 
he  came  to  Paxton  and,  establishing  a  plow  factory 
of  his  own  in  this  place,  has  since  carried  it  on  with 
marked  success. 
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Mr.  Dahlgren  lias  been  twice  married.  In  the 
fall  of  1861,  he  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss 
Hannah  Johnson,  and  liy  this  union  was  born  a 
daughter,  Ellen  A.,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Fred 
Telander,  of  Paxtou.  On  the  2d  of  ( )ctober,  1869, 
he  was  married  to  his  present  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Cecelia  Olson.  .She  w.is  born  in  Swens- 
torp,  in  Kristianstads  Lan,  Sweden.  They  have 
one  child,  a  daughter,  Hannah,  who  resides  with 
her  parents.  Tlie  family  belongs  to  the  Swede 
Mission  Church. 

In  his  political  atttliations,  Mr.  Dahlgren  is  a 
Republican,  but  was  elected  as  an  independent 
candidate  to  the  office  of  County  Treasurer  of 
Ford  County  and  served  one  term  of  four  years. 
He  has  also  served  two  years  as  Trustee  of  Paxton. 
Socially,  he  is  a  Knight  Templar  Mason  and  holds 
membership  with  Paxton  J>odge  No.  416,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.;  Ford  Chapter  No.  11.3,  R.  A.  M.,  and  Mt- 
Olivet  Conimandery  No.  .38,  K.  T.  Mr.  Dahlgren 
has  led  a  busy  and  useful  life,  and  hy  his  industry, 
perseverance,  good  management  and  the  exercise 
of  correct  business  principles,  has  succeeded  in  ac- 
cumulating a  comfortable  fortune  His  private  and 
public  career  is  without  blemish  and  he  enjoys  in 
a  marked  degree  the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  fel- 
low-citizens. 


'  OHN  M.  HANLEY.  We  wish  to  add  to  the 
record  of  Ford  County's  prominent  citizens 
the  name  of  one  of  its  pioneers  and  a  lead- 
ing business  man  of  Paxton — that  of  Mr. 
Hanley.  He  was  born  in  Greene  County,  Ohio, 
July  22,  1840,  and  comes  of  an  old  Virginia  fam- 
ily. His  father,  John  Hanle}',  Sr.,  was  born  in  Mon- 
roe County,  Va.,  in  1808,  was  reared  to  manhood 
in  the  State  of  his  nativity  and  there  married  Mrs. 
Margaret  Donnelly,  also  a  native  of  Monroe  C^ounty. 
After  marriage,  he  there  continued  to  engage  in 
farming  for  a  few  years,  and  in  1839  removed  with 
his  family  to  Ohio,  becoming  one  of  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  Greene  County.  He  resumed  farming 
and  was   also   extensively   engaged   in   the   stock 


business  for  a  number  of  years.  In  1859,  he  con- 
tinued his  journey  AVestward  and  located  in  what 
is  now  Paxton,  Ford  County,  111.,  where  he  estab- 
lished the  first  lumber  yard  and  grain  office  in  the 
place.  He  was  in  active  business  here  for  a  number 
of  years  and  then  removed  to  a  farm  at  Ten  Mile 
Grove,  where  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 
and  stock-raising  for  some  time.  During  the  latter 
part  of  his  life,  he  laid  aside  all  business  cares  and 
enjoyed  the  rest  and  retirement  from  labor  which 
he  had  so  truly  earned.  His  death  occurred  in 
1889.  His  wife  had  passed  away  several  years 
previous,  her  death  occurring  in  1876. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  youngest  in  a 
family  of  two  sons  and  three  daughters,  who  grew 
to  mature  years.  Isabella,  the  eldest,  is  now  de- 
ceased, and  Ingabo  died  in  Ohio  in  early  woman- 
hood; Alexander  H.  is  engaged  in  business  in 
Chicago;  William  A.,  a  man  of  superior  education 
and  intellectual  ability,  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
law  in  Xenia,  Ohio,  where  his  death  occurred; 
Ella  is  the  wife  of  Judge  A.  McElroy,  of  Paxton. 

John  M.  Hanley,  who  completes  the  family,  spent 
the  da^s  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  Ohio,  and 
when  a  young  man  of  eighteen  years  accompanied 
his  parents  to  Illinois.  He  acquired  a  good  education 
in  Delaware,  Ohio,  and  Monmouth,  111.,  and  after 
completing  his  studies  engaged  in  teaching,  which 
he  followed  as  a  profession  for  thirteen  years.  He 
was  very  successful  in  this  work;  for  several  years 
was  Assistant  Superintendent  of  the  schools  of 
Indianapolis,  Ind.,  and  was  Principal  of  the  Paxton 
schools  for  five  years.  Failing  health  causing  him 
to  abandon  this  work,  he  removed  to  his  farm  just 
west  of  the  city,  where  he  resided  for  about  two 
years,  and  on  his  return  to  Paxton  embarked  in 
the  insurance  and  loan  business.  During  the  past 
year, he  has  been  engaged  in  the  coal  business  near 
Clinton,  Ind.,  and  is  an  enterprising  and  progress- 
ive business  man. 

Mr.  Hanley  was  united  in  marriage,  in  1883,  to 
Miss  Lucretia  H.  Wales,  the  wedding  being  cele- 
brated in  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  of  which  State  she  is  a 
native.  By  a  former  marriage,  Mr.  Hanley  has  a 
family  of  four  sons.  The  eldest,  Harry  L.,  after 
acquiring  a  thorough  education  in  the  Northwest- 
ern University  of  Evanston,  studied  law  with  Judge 
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Burford'  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  Crawfords- 
ville,  Ind.  He  now  holds  a  responsible  position  in 
the  United  States  land  office  at  Oklahoma  City, 
under  Judge  Burford;  AValter  A.  holds  a  good  po- 
sition in  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  office  at  Pax- 
ton;  Herbert  R,  is  attending  the  Rice  Collegiate  In- 
stitute, and  Claude  M.  is  a  pujiil  in  the  public 
schools. 

In   polities,  Mr.  Han  ley  is  a  stanch    Republican, 

having  supported  each  Presidential  nominee  of 
that  party  since  casting  his  first  ballot  for  Abraham 
Lincoln.  Although  he  feels  an  interest  in  political 
affairs,  he  has  never  been  an  aspirant  for  office, 
preferring  to  devote  his  entire  time  and  attention 
to  his  business  interests.  The  cause  of  education  lias 
ever  received  his  hearty  support,  and  for  3-ears  lie 
has  been  connected  with  the  School  Board,  wiiile 
at  this  writing  he  is  the  efficient  President  of  the 
Board.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  a  Knight  Templar,  and  has  served  as 
Eminent  Commander  for  two  years  and  as  Prelate 
for  six  years.  He  also  represented  his  conimandery 
in  the  Grand  Commandery  for  two  years.  Mr. 
Hanley  and  his  estimable  wife  are  both  active 
workers  in  the  ^Metiiodist  Church  and  are  iield  in 
high  regard  throughout  the  community,  where  lie 
has  made  his  home  for  a  tliiid  of  a  century. 


"^-f* 


^'AMES  .JACKSON,  a  retired  farmer  now 
residing  in  Paxton,  is  numbered  among  the 
earl}'  pioneer  settlers  of  the  county,  who 
from  an  early  day  has  been  identified  with 
its  history,  has  witnessed  its  progress  and  aided  in 
its  development.  He  is  therefore  well  deserving 
of  representation  in  this  volume,  and  it  is  with 
pleasure  that  we  present  this  sketch  to  our  readers. 
Mr.  Jackson  is  a  native  of  England,  born  Aug- 
ust 4,  1822.  He  is  the  second  in  order  of  birth  in 
a  family  of  four  sons  whose  parents  were  Thomas 
and  Isabel  (Remmer)  Jackson,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Yorkshire,  where  they  spent  their  entire 
lives  as  farming  people.  James  was  reared  in  the 
usual  manner  of  farmer  lads,  having  few  advant- 
ages of  any  character,  unless  it  was  his  unlimited 


training  to  work.  His  education  has  been  mostly 
acquired  since  he  has  arrived  at  years  of  maturity. 

In  November,  1846,  in  his  native  county.  Mr. 
J.ackson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Jane  A. 
Gale,  also  a  native  of  that  country  and  a  daughter 
of  George  and  Jane  Gale.  For  about  four  years 
after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Jackson  worked  as  a  farm 
hand  by  week  or  day  and  then  determined  to  try 
his  fortune  in  America.  It  was  in  18.50  that  he 
bade  good-b3'e  to  his  native  land  and  sailed  from 
Livei'pool,  reaching  New  York  in  May  of  that  year, 
after  a  pleasant  voyage  of  seven  weeks.  He  then 
started  for  the  West,  going  ijy  way  of  the  Hudson 
River  to  Albany  and  by  rail  to  Cleveland  and  on 
to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  he  made  his  first  loca- 
tion. In  that  vicinity,  he  worked  upon  a  farm  by 
the  month  a  few  years  and  then  bought  some  lots 
in  Cumminsville,  a  suburb  of  Cincinnati,  where  he 
built  a  residence  and  made  his  home  until  186.5.  He 
was  appointed  sexton  of  .Spring  Grove  Cemetery 
and  held  that  position  for  three  jears.  He  then 
rented  a  small  farm  and  engaged  in  fancy  farming 
and  raising  vegetables  for  the  Cincinnati  market 
until  186.3,  when  he  was  taken  sick  and  was  an  in- 
valid for  about  two  years. 

In  1861,  Mr.  Jackson  had  visited  Illinois  and 
purchased  land  in  Ford  Count}',  and  in  the  spring 
of  1865  he  brought  his  family  to  the  farm  which 
he  had  previously  purchased,  it  being  located 
about  four  miles  south  of  Paxton.  Although  it 
was  then  in  a  poorly  improved  condition,  he 
placed  it  under  a  liigli  state  of  cultivation,  built 
fences,  erected  buildings  and  added  all  the  acces- 
sories of  a  model  farm.  He  continued  to  engage 
in  agricultural  pursuits  until  1889,  when  he  rented 
the  place  and  removed  to  Paxton,  where  he  has 
since  resided.  He  is  now  living  a  retired  life,  eij- 
joying  the  rest  which  he  has  so  truly  earned. 
Years  of  toil  and  labor  at  length  brought  him  their 
reward  in  the  shape  of  a  handsome  competence 
which  now  enables  him  to  lay  aside  business  cares. 
Himself  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Paxton  and  are  numbered  among  its  most 
highlj'  respected  citizens.  In  politics,  he  is  a  stanch 
Republican,  having  been  identified  with  that  party 
since  he  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  John  C. 
Fremont.     He  has  held  a  number  of  local  offices  of 
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honor  and  trust,  having  served  as  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Commissicners  of  Foid  Count}-  for 
several  years  and  as  a  member  of  the  Seliool  Board 
for  some  j^ears. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  .laekson  liave  been  born  six 
children:  Ida  ISelle,  wife  of  .John  Bickett,  a  resi- 
dent of  Paxton;  John,  who  is  engatred  in  farming 
in  Crescent,  AVash.;  George  W.,  a  stock  dealer  of 
Colorado;  Jenny,  wife  of  Ira  Blackmer,  a  resident 
of  Ludlow;  William  T.,  who  operates  the  home 
farm;  and  Alice  Priscilla,  wife  of  John  Simons, 
who  is  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Patton 
Township.  This  family  is  well  and  favorably 
known  throughout  the  communit3^ 


AMES  YOUNG  CAMPBELL.  M.  D.  .ALuked 
success  in  life  is  seldom  won  except  by 
'  bi  lit  y,  energy  and  a  persistent  application 
to  duty.  Especially  is  this  true  of  those 
who  have  started  in  the  race,  unsupported  by 
the  power  of  wealth  and  influential  friends, 
and  prominent  in  the  business  circles  of  the 
world  and  in  the  learned  professions  are  to  be 
found  man}'  whose  life  histories  teach  a  whole- 
some lesson  to  the  young  to  encourage  them  to 
put  forth  their  most  earnest  efforts  with  hope  of 
success.  Dr.  Campbell  began  life  as  a  poor  farmer 
boy  with  limited  educational  advantages.  Hard 
manual  labor  was  his  portion  in  youth,  and  his 
education  was  largely  obtained  by  his  own  un- 
aided efforts.  His  choice  of  a  jirofession  was 
luckily  ada})ted  to  his  disposition  and  natural 
ability,  and  its  ]iursuit  has  brought  him  both 
wealth  and  honor. 

On  the  30th  of  July,  1831,  our  subject  was  born 
in  Huntington  County,  Pa.,  to  Mark  and  Ma- 
tilda (Goshorn)  Cani|ibell.  The  father  was  of 
Scotch  and  the  mother  of  German  and  English 
descent,  but  both  were  native-born  Americans. 
The  Doctor's  father  was  a  farmer,  and  was  en- 
gaged in  that  occupation  in  Pennsylvania  until 
1837,  when  he  removed 'witii  his  family  to  Frank- 
fort, Ind.,  where  he  continued  in  the  same  voca- 
tion, and  there  he  and  his  wife  9pent  the  remain- 
der of  their  days. 


James  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm  under 
good  moral  influences,  and  laid  the  foundation  of 
his  education  in  the  country  school.  At  the  age 
of  seventeen,  he  entered  the  High  School  at  Frank- 
fort, where  he  was  a  student  for  eighteen  months, 
after  which  he  went  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where 
he  was  employed  as  a  merchant's  clerk,  taking  a 
course  in  a  commercial  college  at  the  same  time. 
Early  in  life  he  evinced  a  taste  for  study  and  de- 
termined to  enter  one  of  the  learned  professions. 
At  first  he  undertook  the  stud}'  of  law,  but  soon 
decided  to  change  to  the  medical  profession.  He 
was  without  means  to  pay  his  way  through  col- 
lege, .so  he  engaged  in  teaching  school  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  the  necessary  funds.  After 
three  years'  study  under  the  precuptorship  of  Dr. 
R.  Q.  Wilson,  of  Rossviile,  Ind.,  he  entered  Rush 
Medical  College,  at  Chicago,  and  attended  lectures 
during  1856  and  1857.  He  then  settled  in  Du- 
rand.  111.,  where  he  established  a  successful  prac- 
tice. Continuing  his  studies,  he  attended  a  regu- 
lar course  of  lectures  in  the  Chicago  Medical 
College  in  the  years  1864  and  1865,  and  was 
graduated  from  that  institution  in  the  spring  of 
1865. 

Dr.  Campbell  has  lieen  twice  married.  In  1853, 
he  wedded  Miss  ^Slary  J.  Slipher,  of  Rossviile, 
Ind.,  who  only  lived  six  months  after  her  mar- 
riage. In  1856,  he  married  Miss  Hattie  C.  Potts, 
of  La  Fayette,  Ind.,  a  native  of  Ohio. 

Dr.  Campbell  continued  to  practice  in  Durand 
until  the  fall  of  18C6,  when  he  came  to  Paxton, 
where  he  soon  succeeded  in  building  up  a  large 
and  lucrative  practice,  continuing  here  until  the 
fall  of  1869,  when  he  removed  to  Mississippi, 
opening  an  office  in  Enterprise,  where,  in  connec- 
tion with  his  i)rofessional  business,  he  engaged  in 
journalism  as  editor  and  pulilisher  of  The  Star, 
of  Enterprise,  a  well-known  journal  of  that  State. 
Two  years  later,  he  removed  to  Meridian,  of  the 
same  State,  where  he  established  the  Meridian 
Star,  in  connection  with  his  practice,  and  at  the 
same  time  conducted  the  Star  Printing  House. 
He  was  eminently  successful  both  as  a  journalist 
and  as  a  physician,  but  was  not  in  sympathy, 
politically,  with  the  Southern  people,  or  over 
well   suited  with  the  hot  climate,  so,  in  August, 
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1873,  he  returned  to  Paxton  and  has  since  made 
this  city  liis  home,  devoting  liis  time  exclusively 
to  the  practice  of  his  profession  and  to  scientitic 
studv.  His  only  diversion  has  been  the  care  of 
his  two  fine  farms  in  the  town  of  Wall,  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  each.  Both  are  well  im- 
proved and  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and 
are  leased  at  a  good  rental. 

Dr.  Campbell  has  an  extensive  practice  both  in 
city  and  country,  and  enjoys  an  enviable  reputa- 
tion for  ability  and  skill  in  his  profession.  Not 
only  has  he  been  successful  in  practice,  but  also 
in  his  investments  and  business  management,  and 
is  held  to  l)e  one  of  the  wealthiest  men  in  his 
profession  in  Eastern  Illinois.  In  addition  to  his 
two  large  farms,  he  owns  valuable  city  property, 
and  has  recently  completed  tlie  finest  residence  in 
Ford  County.  The  house  is  commodious  and 
built  m  the  Queen  Anne  style  of  architecture.  The 
design,  both  externally  and  internally,  is  unique 
and  attractive,  and  the  interior  finisii  is  of  oak 
and  cypress,  with  an  oil  finish  on  the  natural 
grain.  Tlie  most  modern  conveniences  and  ap- 
pliances are  in  u^e  throughout.  The  house  is 
heated  by  hot-water  registers  and  gas  grates,  and 
it  is  lighted  by  gas,  with  electric  lighting,  and  by 
electric  lights.  It  is  being  furnished  in  keeping 
with  the  general  design  and  is  a  home  that  its 
proprietor  may  well  be  proud  of,  and  which  adds 
a  substantial  and  attractive  improvement  to  the 
city  of  Paxton.  Dr.  Campbell  has  a  library  of 
well-selected  books,  of  which  the  best  medical 
and  scientific  works  form  an  important  feature; 
while  his  collection  of  surgical  and  scientific  in- 
struments is  second  to  none  in  the  State  outside 
of  the  large  cities. 

In  his  religious  views,  the  Doctor  is  liberal 
rather  than  orthodox, and,  in  politics,  is  decidedly 
Republican.  He  has  held  various  local  offices 
since  residing  in  Paxton,  more  through  a  sense  of 
duty  than  any  desire  to  serve  in  a  public  capac- 
ity. He  was  elected  Alderman  in  1868,  was  Maj'or 
in  1878  and  1879,  and  was  Supervisor  in  1879 
and  1880.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Paxton  Ma- 
sonic bodies.  Dr.  Campbell  has  now  been  in  the 
active  and  successful  practice  of  his  profession 
for  thirty-five  years,  and  enjoys  an  extensive  ac- 


quaintance among  the  citizens  of  Eastern  and 
Central  Illinois.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Illinois 
State  and  American  Medical  Societies.  He  is  a 
genial,  courteous  gentleman  whose  acquaintance 
it  is  a  pleasure  to  make,  and  whose  upright  and 
straightforward  course  in  life  has  w<m  for  him 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens. 


"Y'  C.  DUNHAM,  the  founder,  editor  and  pub- 
lisher of  the  Easier II  Illinois  Register,  of 
Paxton,  111.,  is  a  native  of  Connecticut.  He 
ij^/y  was  born  in  Tolland  County,  on  the  31st  of 
.lul^-,  1830,  and  is  a  son  of  the  Rev.  E.  and  Roxa 
(Harris)  Dunham.  Our  subject  is  descended  from 
good  old  Revolutionary  stock,  for  both  of  his 
grandfathers  were  heroes  in  that  struggle  for  in- 
dependence. His  parents  were  also  natives  of  Tol- 
land County,  Conn.,  and  his  father  was  the  first 
Methodist  Episcopal  minister  to  hold  meetings  or 
organize  a  class  in  Paxton. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  good  school 
privileges,  acquiring  an  academic  education  in  the 
East.  Under  the  parental  roof,  he  remained  until 
about  the  time  when  he  attained  his  majority.  He 
then  left  home  and  went  to  Canada,  where  he  re- 
sided for  a  few  years,  after  which  he  came  to  Illi- 
nois, in  1861,  locating  in  Loda,  Iroquois  County, 
where  he  resided  for  some  time,  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  dentistry.  It  was  in  1880  that  he  left 
that  place  and  came  to  Paxton,  since  which  time 
he  has  devoted  his  entire  attention  to  the  publish- 
ing business,  which  he  commenced  in  1875,  before 
leaving  Loda. 

Mr.  Dunham  has  been  twice  married.  He  was 
first  joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Harriet  McBur- 
ne.y,  of  Pelerboro,  Canada,  who  died  in  1877.  Two 
years  later,  in  1879,  he  was  again  married,  his  sec- 
ond union  being  with  Miss  Elizalieth  G.  Knapp, 
then  a  resident  of  Loda,  111.,  but  who  is  a  native  of 
Memphis,  Tenn.  Both  Mi.  and  Mrs.  Dunham  are 
well  known  in  this  community  and  are  highly  re- 
spected people.  In  the  fall  of  1891,  he  erected  a 
substantial  two-story  brick  building  on  Pell  Street, 
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Paxton.  It  is  well  lighted  and  fully  equipped  as  a 
printing  otHce,  being  one  of  the  best  of  its  kind 
in  Central  Illinois.  Although  he  publishes  a  Dem- 
ocratic paper  in  a  strong  Republican  county,  he 
has  by  his  sterling  integrity  and  aliility  compelled 
the  respect  generally  of  his  most  pronounced  polit- 
ical opponents.  The  Eastern  Illinois  Eegister  has 
now  been  in  existence  for  about  seventeen  years. 
It  is  a  bright,  newsy  sheet,  well  edited,  and  the  suc- 
cess whicii  has  attended  its  publication  is  well 
merited. 


(*,  felLLIAIM  S.  MOFFETT,  of  the  firm  of 
\pJll  ^'"'"'^  '^'  Moffett,  attorneys-at-law,  of  Pax- 
^^^  ton,  and  the  present  Master  in  Chancery 
for  Ford  County,  claims  Indiana  as  the  State  of 
Ills  nativity.  He  was  born  in  Bloomington,  on  the 
13th  of  October.  Itifil,  and  is  a  son  of  Samuel  K. 
and  Mary  (Strong)  Moffett.  His  parents  came  to 
Paxton  in  1865,  when  their  son  was  but  a  year  old, 
so  that  for  twenty-seven  years  this  city  has  lieen 
his  home.  He  was  educated  in  the  Paxton  High 
Scliool  and  further  pursued  liis  studies  at  the  Rice 
Collegiate  Institute  of  this  city.  On  completing 
his  literary  educatiijn,  he  entered  ui)on  the  study 
of  law  under  the  preceptorsliip  of  Judge  Alfred 
Sample,  wishing  to  make  legal  practice  his  life 
work,  and  after  a  thorough  preparation  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar  in  August,  1884.  He  then  be- 
came a  law  partner  of  his  former  preceptor,  their 
connection  continuing  until  Mr.  Sample's  election 
to  the  bench  of  the  Circuit  Court  in  1885,  wiien 
the  partnership  was  dissolved  and  the  existing  part- 
nership with  State's  Attorney  F.  L.  Cook  was 
formed. 

On  the  13th  of  October,  1886,  in  Paxton,  Mr. 
Moffett  married  Miss  Sue  E.  Meharry,  who  was 
born  in  Patton  Township  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Francis  and  Margaret  (l.lackstock)  Meharry,  pio- 
neer settlers  of  this  county.  By  the  union  of  our 
subject  and  his  wife  has  been  born  one  child, 
Frank  W.,  who  was  born  in  Paxton,  August  20, 
1888. 

In  his  social  relations,   Mr.  Moffett  is  a  Master 
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Mason,  holding  membership  with  Paxton  Lodge 
No.  416,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  he  exercises  his  right 
of  franchise  in  sujiport  of  the  Republican  party. 
He  was  appointed  Master  in  Chancery  for  Ford 
County  in  1887,  and  is  recognized  as  a  rising 
young  lawyer  of  good  ability  and  unimpeachable 
character.  He  has  passed  almost  his  entire  life  in 
this  cfinimunity,  has  taken  an  active  part  in  its 
upbuilding  and  progress,  and  is  recognized  as  one 
of  the  valued  citizens  of  Paxton. 


IKOHN  Y.  DOUGHERTY,  overseer  of  the 
Siljley  estate,  is  a  representative  citizen  of 
this  community.  He  was  born  in  Jlonroe 
County,  Ohio,  near  the  city  of  Woodsfleld, 
on  the  7th  of  October,  1847,  and  is  a  son  of  Jere- 
miah and  Mary  (Young)  Dougherty.  The  parents 
were  both  natives  of  tlie  Keystone  State,  and  the 
former  was  of  Irish  extraction,  while  the  latter 
was  of  English  descent.  The  year  1856  witnessed 
the  emigration  of  the  family  to  Illinois.  The  fa- 
ther settled  near  Cherry  Grove.  Edgar  County, 
where  he  made  his  home  until  1859,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Vermilion  County,  and  settling  near 
Homer,  there  made  his  home  until  his  death,  on 
the  24th  of  December,  1864.  His  wife  had  died 
on  the  loth  of  September,  of  the  same  year.  They 
were  both  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
In  their  family  were  seven  children,  the  eldest  of 
wliom,  Sarah  J.,  became  the  wife  of  C.  C.  Powers, 
an  attoiney-at-law  living  in  Carroll  City,  Iowa; 
Balford  is  a  farmer  of  Missouri;  Amanda  is  the 
wife  of  Jefferson  Cook,  a  carpenter  and  builder  of 
Vermilion  County,  111.;  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of 
George  M.  Melton,  who  is  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  in  Iroquois  County.  111. ;  Maggie  resides 
in  Sibley  with  her  biother,  John  Y.;  Jerome  is  a 
farmer  of  Vermilion  County;  and  Delia  is  the 
wife  of  William  Boyd,  a  railroad  conductor. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  John 
Dougherty,  who  was  a  lad  of  seven  years  when 
his  parents  came  to  Illinois.  He  attended  the 
district  schools  at  intervals  until  twenty-two  years 
of  age,  and  remained  with  his  parents  until  their 
death.     He  resided  upon  the   old   homestead   in 


522 


PORTEAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


Champaign  Count3'-  for  twelve  years,  during  wliicb 
time  he  worked  as  a  farm  hand  l^v  the  montli, 
being  em|)loyed  ))y  one  man  for  six  years  and 
another  for  a  period  of  five  years.  His  long  con- 
tinned  service  indicates  his  faithfulness  to  bis  em- 
ployers and  the  efficient  manner  in  wliicli  he  jier- 
formed  his  duties. 

On  the  2;)th  of  November,  1879,  Mr.  Dougherty 
wedded  Miss  Ella  M.,  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Laura  (Mclice)  Welsh,  and  their  marriage  has 
been  lilessed  with  two  children:  Eunice  E.,  born 
November  1,  18H2;  and  Eugene  H,  November  11, 
1886.  The  same  year  of  his  marriage  our  sul)ject 
came  to  Ford  Couiit\-,  111.,  and  for  two  years  oper- 
ated a  rented  farm,  after  which  he  came  to  Sib- 
le3"  and  again  rented  land  for  two  years.  In  1883, 
he  was  offered  the  position  of  overseer  of  the  Sib- 
ley estate,  and  is  still  serving  as  such.  lie  has 
one  hundred  and  thirty-six  farms  under  his  super- 
vision, and  his  managemeift  of  the  affairs  has 
proven  entirely'  satisfactory  to  his  employers.  He  is 
a  straightforward  and  niiright  business  man,  and 
has  the  confidence  of  all  with  whon;  he  has  been 
brought  in  contact.  In  politics,  he  is  a  stal- 
wart Republican  and  has  held  the  office  of  Road 
Commissioner,  and  is  now  a  member  of  the  Village 
Board  of  Trustees.  He  also  belongs  to  the  An- 
cient, Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  Payson 
Lodge  No.  762,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Strawn,  111. 


VILLIAM  ALFRED  BAKER,  D.  V.  S.,  a  na- 
tive of  Rome,  Oneida  Count3',  N.  Y.,  was 
born  September  3,  1854,  and  is  a  son  of 
Alfred  B.  and  Adeline  T.  (Loomis)  Baker.  The 
father  was  Ijorn  in  London,  England  and  in  child- 
hood came  witli  his  parents  to  the  ITniled  States, 
arriving  al)out  tlie  j'ear  1827.  The  mother  was  a 
native  of  New  York,  and  belongs  to  the  noted 
Loomis  family  of  England,  from  which  country 
her  grandfather  removed  in  an  early  daj'.  Alfred 
Baker  was  married  to  Miss  Loomis  in  Oneida 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  in  1857  wx^nt  to  Oconomowoc, 
Wis.,  where  he  engaged  in  contracting  and  build- 
ing.   Both  he  and   his   wife   received   collegiate 


educations,  and  in   New  York  Mr.  Baker  learned 

the  trade  of  an  architect  and  stair  l)uildcr.  ^lanj- 
of  the  Ijuildings  of  Ocononnjwoc  were  constructed 
l)y  hiin,  and  lie  did  an  extensive  business,  emi)lo3'- 
ing  as  man3'  as  one  hundred  hands.  At  the  time 
of  the  great  tire,  he  went  to  Chicago  and  did  much 
of  the  tine  work  on  Ilooley's  Oi^era  House.  In 
1874,  he  moved  to  Champaign  County,  111.,  where 
he  still  makes  his  home,  having  been  for  sixteen 
years  superintendent  of  buildings  and  repairs  for 
the  State  University.  In  Waukesha  County,  Wis., 
Mr.  Baker  held  several  prominent  county  offices, 
and  during  the  war  was  enrolling  olhcer.  He  was 
first  a  Whig  in  political  sentiment  but  since  the 
rise  of  the  Repuljlican  party  has  been  one  of  its 
stalwart  supporters.  Religioush',  both  he  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
in  the  work  of  which  they  take  an  active  part,  and 
hold  a  high  position  in  social  circles.  In  their 
famil3-  wci-e  seven  children,  but  four  are  now  de- 
ceased. The  living  are  llattie  A.,  wife  of  L.  A. 
Stare;  Kittie  M.,  wife  of  .John  G.  Wadsworth,  is  a 
graduate  of  the  State  University  and  a  noted 
singer  and  instructor  in  voice  culture;  and  our 
subject. 

W.  A.  Baker  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  and  in  the  academy  of  Oconomowoc,  Wis. 
At  the  State  University,  he  took  a  course  in  the 
line  of  his  profession,  and,  in  1884,  entered  the 
Chicago  Veterinary  College,  graduating  in  the  Class 
of  '86.  Locating  in  Champaign,  he  was  apiiointed 
Assistant  State  Veterinarian  in  .Tune  of  that  year, 
which  position  he  still  holds.  In  January,  1891, 
he  removed  to  Gibson  Cit3',  where  he  still  resides 
and  is  one  of  the  industrious  and  enterprising  citi- 
zens. He  is  a  member  of  the  Illinois  State  Veterin- 
ary Medical  Association,  of  which  he  was  Vice- 
president  in  1887. 

At  Elgin,  Minn.,  on  the  28th  of  September, 
*I880,  ISIr.  Baker  was  united  in  marriage  to  Etta 
E.,  daughter  of  Haiuy  and  Caroline  (Mixer)  Good- 
rich, both  of  whom  were  natives  of  New  York, 
from  which  State  they  removed,  about  1844,  to 
Beaver  Dam,  Wis.,  and  in  1867  went  to  Elgin, 
Minn.,  where  they  have  since  passed  awa3',  beloved 
by  all  who  knew  them.  Mr.  Goodrich  died  at  the 
age  of  fifty -seven  years,  and  his  wife  was  fifty-four 


"    ^.-^4 


O/a 


c=2^^cyz^ 


'Xi^^i^ 


Cy^i^(^/ 


PORTKAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


527 


years  when  she  was  called  to  her  final  rest.  Mrs. 
liaker  is  the  fifth  cliild  in  order  of  birtli  in  tiieir 
family  of  six  ohildreu,  and  lier  birth  occurred  in 
Dodge  County,  Wis.,  on  the  2d  of  August,  1861. 
Unto  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  bcrn  one 
child,  Franlv  rjueivland. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baiter  aie  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian Cliurch  and  have  many  friends  in  this  com- 
munity, wliorc  tlioy  are  widely  and  favorabl3' 
known.  Socially,  he  is  a  Knight  Templar  Mason. 
Dr.  Baker  is  accounted  a  skillful  veterinarian  and 
is  one  of  tlic  i)rogressive  citizens  of   Ford  County. 


-*— 4;#4^^^- 


'flOSEPIl  B.  LEACH,  an  honored  veteran  of 
the  late  war,  who  has  long  been  identified 
with  the  liistor}'  of  Roberts  and  the  up- 
building of  its  social,  educational  and 
moral  interests,  deserves  special  mention  in  the 
county's  history.  He  was  born  near  Springfield, 
Mass.,  .Tune  22,  1833,  and  was  the  younger  of 
two  children.  His  sister,  Mary  Ann,  is  now  a 
resident  of  West  Millbury,  Mass.  The  father, 
Elisha  B.  Leach,  was  a  boot  and  shoe  maker  by 
trade,  and  was  of  Spanish  descent.  He  died  on  his 
way  across  the  plains  to  Pike's  Peak.  He  was  twice 
married.  He  first  wedded  Ruth  Metcalf  and  after- 
ward Laura  I'.eeman  became  liis  wife. 

Tiie  mother  of  our  suljject  died  when  he  was 
only  three  montiis  old,  and  he  was  left  in  charge 
of  his  aunt,  Fannie  Crane,  at  Mormon  Hollow, 
Mass.  Ilis  early  boyhood  days  were  anything  but 
pleasant.  At  the  age  of  eiglit,  he  went  to  live 
witli  L.  B.  Anderson,  a  farmer  of  Montague,  Mass. 
His  educational  advantages  were  very  meagre,  for 
he  could  only  attend  school  about  one  inontli  in 
the  year.  Whenever  he  could  pick  up  a  piece  of 
printed  pai)er,  he  would  study  it  over  and  over, 
until  he  liad  mastered  its  contents,  and  if  lie  came 
across  a  word  whose  meaning  he  did  not  know, 
he  wovilil  listen  until  he  heard  the  word  used  in 
conversation,  and  thus  learn  its  meaning.  He  is 
now  a  well-informed  man,  hut  it  ii.as  l)een  only 
through  his  own  efforts.  At  the  age  of  fifteen,  he 
22 


started  out  in  life  for  himself.  It  was  his  desire 
to  become  a  mechanic,  but  he  was  forced  to  learn  the 
tinner's  trade  instead,  .and  worked  at  that  occupa- 
tion until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion. 
While  in  Albany,  N.  Y.,  he  lost  all  that  he  had  in 
the  financial  panic  of  1857.  From  there  he  went 
to  Utica,  iSI.  Y.,and  entered  the  emploj'  of  I.  A. 
Williams,  a  manufacturer  of  locomotive  head- 
lights, with  whom  he  remained  for  seven  years. 
He  is  really  the  inventor  of  the  air  chamber  in  the 
head-light  of  the  locomotive.  This  h.as  made  a 
fortune  to  the  manufacturers,  but  Mr.  Leach  only 
received  Si. 50,  although  out  of  his  brain  was 
evolved  the  idea. 

On  the  11th  of  August,  1852,  Jlr,  Leach  wedded 
Miss  Mary  Millard,  a  native  of  Stamford,  Vt.,  and 
unto  them  were  born  two  daughters:  Lillian  and 
Mary,  both  of  whom  reside  in  Stamford.  The 
mother  died  in  1856,  and  Mr.  Leach  was  .again 
married,  August  10,  1857,  his  second  union  being 
with  Miss  Blary  E.  Jones,  a  native  of  Manchester, 
England,  who,  when  a  maiden  of  ten  summers, 
came  with  her  grandparents  to  America.  They 
sailed  in  the  "  Brittanica,"  and  when  they  came 
around  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  there  was  a 
heavj'  fog  and  they  just  escaped  two  large  ice- 
bergs. They  were  wrecked  on  a  shoal,  but  sign.als 
of  distress  were  given  and  small  Ijoats  came  to  the 
rescue  of  the  passengers,  who,  with  ropes  around 
their  waists,  were  lowered  into  the  little  fishing 
boats,  two  hundred  and  fifty  thus  being  saved. 
They  were  landed  at  St.  .John's,  Newfoundland, 
and  there  resided  four  3'ears.  when  they  started  for 
Boston,  but  were  again  shipwrecked  and  delayed 
for  two  weeks.  They  afterward  made  their  way 
to  Utica,  N.  Y.,  where  Mrs.  Leach  resided  for 
fifteen  3'ears.  Her  education  was  limited,  but  by 
reading  she  has  kept  well  informed  on  the  events 
of  the  day.  She  is  the  mother  of  one  child  and 
has  two  adopted  daughters.  George,  the  only  son, 
died  at  the  age  of  three  months;  Adda  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  is  quite 
proficient  in  lioth  vocal  and  instruniental  music, 
.leniiic,  the  adopted  daughter,  is  now  attending 
the  imblic  schools. 

When  President  Lincoln  issued  his  call  for 
seventy-five  thousand  troops  on   the  breaking  out 
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of  tlie  Rebellion,  Mr.  Leach  was  working  at  his 
trade,  but  he  and  his  eoniiianion  decided  to  at 
once  enter  the  service.  lie  went  to  his  home,  and 
to  his  wife  said:  "  Nellie,  I  have  enlisted.  You 
must  go  to  j'our  father  in  Chicago."  So  they 
both  left  home,  and  Mr.  Leach  joined  Company  E 
of  the  New  York  Fourteenth  Regiment  Infantry, 
which  was  ordered  to  Albany  for  drill  and  then 
sent  to  Washington.  While  there  the  citizens  pre- 
sented the  regiment  vvith  a  beautiful  flag,  valued 
at  $600,  with  the  request:  "  Col.  McWadc,  we  ask 
only  that  your  regiment  will  protect  these  stars 
and  stripes,  and  not  a  star  be  dropped  from  the 
field."  The  Colonel  re|)lied:  "  This  flag  shall  re- 
turn unsullied,  or  our  bodies  will  find  giaves  in 
Soutliern  soil."  The  regiment  originally  num- 
bered seven  hundred  and  fifty,  but  only  fort)'- 
six  were  mustered  out  at  the  close  of  the  war. 
Mr.  Leach  participated  in  the  battle  of  Hanover, 
the  seven  days'  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  and 
at  Gaines'  Mill  was  a[)pointed  to  put  all  the 
damaged  shells,  powder  and  broken  guns  in  a  tent, 
which  he  was  to  fire  when  the  troops  left.  On 
the  approach  of  the  rebels,  he  applied  the  torch 
and  jumped  down  an  embankment  just  in  time  to 
save  his  life.  He  saw  Jeff  Davis  in  an  old  hut, 
and  was  about  to  fire  upon  him  when  two  women 
took  their  station  in  front  of  him.  Mr.  Leach 
also  participated  in  the  battles  of  Big  Bethel, 
Malvern  Hill,  Cold  Harbor,  P"air  Oaks,  South 
Mountain,  Antietam,  Chancellorsville,  Fredericks- 
burg, Gettysburg,  and  many  others  of  importance. 
He  was  in  active  service  for  two  years  and  six 
months,  and  was  then  honorably  discharged.  He 
was  a  true  soldier,  ever  found  at  his  post  of  duty, 
and  his  army  record  is  one  of  which  he  may  justly 
be  proud. 

On  his  return,  Mr.  Leach  spent  about  a  year  in 
the  Adirondack  Mountains,  after  which  he  again 
worked  in  Utica,  N.  Y.  In  1865,  he  came  to 
Onarga,  111.,  and  engaged  in  farming  for  a  year, 
when  he  entered  the  employ  of  Cultra  &  Pearson, 
of  Onarga,  with  whom  he  remained  seven  years. 
Since  that  time  he  has  been  an  honored  and 
respected  citizen  of  Roberts.  In  1886.  he  patented 
Leach's  improved  roaster  and  baker,  and  for  two 
years  engaged   in  its  manufacture,  when   the  sales 


became  too  large  for  his  labor  alone,  and  a  stock 
company  was  formed  in  188H.  The  first  plant  was 
located  in  Roberts,  but  on  account  of  the  better 
shipping  facilities  was  removed  to  Paxton.  About 
five  thousand  bakers  are  manufactured  and  sold 
each  month,  and  twenty  men  are  em|)loyed  in  tiiis 
work.  Mr.  Leach  is  paid  a  good  royalty,  and  now 
in  his  declining  years  is  enabled  to  live  retired, 
being  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  and  many  of 
the  luxuries  of  life. 

In  j)olitics,  Mr.  Leach  was  an  old-line  Whig,  and 
cast  his  first  vote  for  James  K.  Polk.  Since  the 
oi'ganizatiou  of  the  Rei)ublican  party,  he  has  been 
one  of  its  stanch  advocates.  He  was  a  charter 
member  and  the  first  Chaplain  of  Melvin  Post 
No.  500,  (t.  A.  U.,  and  has  also  served  as  its  Com- 
mander. His  wife  is  a  leading  member  of  the 
Women's  Relief  Corps,  and  the  parents  and  their 
daughter  Adda  are  members  of  Roberts  Lodge 
No.  323,  I.  O.  G.  T.  Mr.  and  Mvs.  Leach  both 
hold  membership  vvith  the  Methodist  Church,  and 
take  an  active  interest  in  its  u|il)uilding  and  in 
Sunday-school  work.  They  are  charitable  and 
benevolent  people,  and  the  upright  lives  which 
they  have  led  have  won  them  the  high  regard  of 
their  many  friends.  As  a  prominent  citizen  of 
Roberts,  and  an  honored  veteran,  Jlr.  Leach  is  well 
deserving  of  representation  in  the  history  of  his 
adopted  county. 


-^^ 


RVILLE  D.  SACKETT,  deceased,  was  one 
of  the  well-known  and  highly  resiiected 
J^  citizens  of  Paxton,  and  it  is  but  justice  to 
his  friends  that  he  be  represented  in  this  volume. 
He  was  born  in  Plymouth,  Chenango  County, 
N.  Y.,  on  the  11th  of  Januaiy,  1837,  and  was  a 
son  of  Dexter  and  Electa  (Bement)  Sackett,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  the  f;m|)ire  State  and 
were  of  English  extraction.  In  their  family  were 
eiglit  children:  J.  B.,  who  is  now  living  in  St. 
Peters,  Minn.;  Orville  D.,  whose  name  heads  this 
record;  Addison,  ex-State  Senator  of  Minnesota, 
and  extensively  engaged  in  the  milling  business 
in  St.  Peters,  Minn.;  Clarissa,  wife  of  Peter  Ben- 
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iietL,  .1  farmer  residing  near  Courtland,  111.;  JIary, 
wife  of  E.  O.  Newman,  who  is  engaged  in  mercan- 
tile pursuits  at  Sibley;  Franklin,  who  died  in 
ISCH;  and  De  L.,  a  photogra|)hcr  making  his  home 
in  Chicago;  Helen  died  in  her  twentieth  3ear. 

The  Sackett  family  came  to  Illinois  in  1866, 
and  the  father  settled  in  Courtland,  De  Kalb 
County,  where  he  purchased  land  and  still  makes 
ills  liome.  Our  subject  attended  the  district  schools 
until  fourteen  j'ears  of  age,  when  he  started  out 
in  life  for  himself,  working  as  a  farm  hand  by  the 
month.  At  the  age  of  sixteen,  he  went  to  South- 
ern Wisconsin,  where  he  spent  one  year,  working 
on  a  farm  by  the  month,  and  then  returned  to 
his  home  in  the  East,  there  remaining  until  1866. 
That  year  witnessed  his  arrival  in  DeKalb  County, 
111.  Two  jears  later  he  came  to  Ford  County,  and 
located  in  Lyman  Townshii),  where  he  purchased 
one  lunidred  and  sixty  acres  of  unimproved  land 
and  began  the  development  of  a  farm,  making 
one  of  the  best  improved  farms  in  that  section. 

On  the  4th  of  October,  1851),  Mr.  Sackett  was 
joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Augeline,  daughter 
of  Marvin  and  Maria  (Curtis)  Steward.  The  fam- 
ily is  of  Scotch  descent.  Two  children  were  born 
of  this  union,  a  daughter  and  a  son:  .Jennie,  now 
the  wife  of  Lawrence  E.  Cami)bcll,  a  dealer  in  im- 
ported horses;  and  Jay  13.,  a  resident  of  Paxton. 

After  locating  in  this  county,  Mr.  Sackett  con- 
tinued to  engage  in  farming  until  1884,  when  he 
al)andoned  agricultural  |nirsuits  and  removed  to 
Paxton.  In  this  city  he  purchased  a  meat-market, 
and  to  that  business  devoted  his  attention  for 
•some  time.  In  1H80,  he  was  elected  a  memljer  of 
the  State  Board  of  Eiiualization  of  Illinois,  and 
lield  that  oflice  until  the  time  of  his  death  In 
politics,  he  was  a  su))porter  of  Republican  prin- 
cii)les  and  took  an  active  interest  in  everything 
pertaining  to  the  success  and  growth  of  his  party. 
He  twice  served  .as  Suijcrvisor,  and  several  years 
as  Assessor,  while  residing  in  Lyman  Township, 
and  proved  an  efficient  officer.  Socially,  he  was  a 
Koyal  Arch  ISIason,  and  in  religious  lielief  was  a 
Congregational ist.  He  p.assed  away  December  30, 
1887,  respected  by  all  who  knew  him,  and  in  his 
death  the  county  lost  a  valuable  citizen,  his  neigh- 
bors a  faithful  friend,  and   his    family    a    loving 


husband  and  father.  He  had  come  to  Ford  County 
in  an  early  day,  and  had  ever  borne  his  part  in 
its  history  and  upbuilding.  He  was  a  man  hon- 
orable in  all  his  dealings,  and  one  that  ever  mer- 
ited the  confidence  and  high  regard  of  his  fellow- 
citizens. 


♦s^E 
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5^^AN1EL  DWYER  is  classed  among  the  rep- 
resentative and  practical  agriculturists  of 
Ford  County.  He  resides  on  section  20, 
Patton  Township,  where  he  owns  and  operates 
two  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  good  land. 
Upon  this  farm  he  has  many  rods  of  tiling,  fields 
of  convenient  size  are  separated  by  well-kept 
fences  and  near  the  substantial  residence  are  good 
outbuildings,  such  as  are  necessary  for  the  care  of 
stock  and  grain.  The  land  is  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation,  and  in  return  for  the  care  and 
labor  bestowed  upon  it  yields  a  golden  tribute  to 
the  owner. 

Mr.  Dwyer  was  born  in  County  Kerry,  Ireland, 
November  9,  1836,  and  spent  his  youth  upon  a 
farm  until  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  when,  in  1854, 
he  crossed  the  broad  Atlantic.  In  the  month  of 
June  of  that  year  he  lioarded  a  sailing-vessel  at 
Liver|)ool,  and  after  thirteen  weeks  and  four  days 
spent  upon  the  bosom  of  the  deep,  arrived  safel}- 
in  New  York.  However,  they  experienced  many 
dangers  during  the  pass.age.  They  encountered 
some  terrible  storms  and  were  three  times  ship- 
wrecked, but  no  lives  were  lost.  The  first  wreck 
occurred  off  the  coast  of  Scotland,  the  next  off  the 
coast  of  Newfoundland,  l)ut  they  arrived  safely  in 
Septeml)er  of  that  year,  and  Mr.  Dwyer  secured 
employment  as  a  farm  hand  in  the  Empire  State, 
where  he  worked  for  four  years,  being  in  the  em- 
ploy of  one  man  during  that  entire  period.  In 
1858,  we  find  him  a  resident  of  Wisconsin,  but 
after  a  short  time  spent  in  that  State  he  came  to 
Illinois  and  located  in  what  is  now  Ford  County. 
For  twenty-one  years,  he  was  in  the  emi)loy  of  a 
firm  in  Paxton,  a  fact  which  indicates  his  trust- 
worthiness and  fidelity.  During  this  time  he  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  land  and  afterward   added 
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to  it  by  additional  purchase,  until  he  now  owns 
two  hundred  and  twenty  acres — his  present  home. 

In  New  York,  in  1856,  Mr.  Dwyer  was  joined 
in  wedlock  with  IMiss  Mary  Dorau,  also  a  native  of 
Ireland.  Unto  them  has  been  born  a  family  of 
seven  children,  the  eldest  of  whom,  iNIargaret,  is 
now  the  wife  of  Frank  Little,  a  resident  of  Dallas, 
Tex.;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Daniel  Sullivan,  a 
teacher  residing  in  Chicago;  John,  who  is  now  a 
railroad  engineer,  makes  his  home  in  Dallas, 
Tex.;  Kate  is  the  wife  of  E.  Shugrue,  who 
is  living  in  Chicago;  Daniel  and  Richard  aid 
their  father  in  operating  the  home  farm;  and 
Nora  is  now  a  student  in  Paxton  College.  They 
also  lost  two  children:  Richard,  who  died  at  tlie 
age  of  six  months;  and  Nellie,  who  was  called  to 
the  home  beyond  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years. 

Mr.  Dwyer  has  resided  in  I'ord  County  since  its 
organization  and  is  well  known  throughout  the 
community  as  a  man  of  sterling  worth  and  up- 
right character.  He  has  the  confidence  and  es- 
teem of  neighbors  and  friends,  for  his  life  has 
been  well  spent  and  his  trustworthiness  is  shown 
by  his  long  continuance  in  one  service.  In  local 
politics,  he  casts  his  ballot  for  the  man  whom  he 
thinks  will  best  fill  the  office,  regardless  of  party 
afliliations,  but  on  questions  of  national  %n])or' 
tance  he  votes  with  the  Democratic  party.  He 
and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

JOHN  M.  VAUGHN,  a  dealer  in  farm  ma- 
chinery and  real  estate  in  Gibson  City, 
was  born  near  Loudonville,  Ohio,  June  21, 
1844,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Susan 
(Danner)  Vaughn,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Richland  Count}',  Ohio.  The  old  homestead  of 
the  Vaughn  family,  that  was  entered  by  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject  from  the  Go^'ernment,  is  still 
in  the  possession  of  one  of  his  descendants.  The 
father  died  in  May,  1865,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
seven  years,  and  his  wife  departed  this  life  in  Sep- 
tember, 1862. 

Our  subject  remained  at  home  until  the  27th  of 
May,  1861,  when  he  responded    to  the  country's 


call  for  troops,  enlisting  as  a  member  of  Company 
D,  Twenty-flfth  Ohio  Infantry,  in  which  regi- 
ment he  served  until  the  18th  of  November  of  the 
same  year,  wiieu  he  was  honorably  discliaiged  on 
account  of  pii3'sical  disability.  On  the  3d  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1864,  he  re-enlisted  in  Comi)any  G,  Twenty- 
third  Ohio  Infantry,  and  served  until  after  the 
close  of  the  war.  He  took  part  in  the  fight  at 
C'loyd  Mountain,  in  the  battles  of  Ljnchburg, 
Winchester  and  Cedar  Creek,  and  was  mustered 
out  August  10,  1865. 

On  leaving  the  army,  Mr.  Vaughn  returned  to 
Ohio,  and  immediately  afterwards  came  to  Illi- 
nois, locating  in  Peoria  County  on  the  12th  of 
August,  1865.  He  there  continued  to  reside  until 
the  fall  of  1869,  when  he  came  to  Drummer 
Township,  Ford  County,  where  he  rented  a  farm 
and  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  until  187 1. 
In  that  year,  he  removed  to  Gibson  City,  and  in 
1875  embarked  in  his  present  business.  In  addi- 
tion to  his  dealings  in  farm  implements,  since  1885 
he  has  carried  on  an  extensive  real-estate  business, 
mostly  in  lands  in  Northwestern  Iowa  and  Min- 
nesota. 

On  the  10th  of  September,  1862,  Mr.  Vaughn 
was  united  in  marriage,  in  Emmon  Valley-,  Pa., 
to  Miss  Priscilla  Riblet,  who  was  born  in  Ashland 
County,  Ohio,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Levi  and  Mary 
Riblet.  With  the  Baptist  Church  she  holds  mem- 
bership. Eleven  children  have  been  born  of  this 
union,  four  sons  and  seven  daughters:  Lines  A., 
who  married  Miss  Tracy  Kopesca  and  is  the  en- 
gineer in  charge  of  the  Gibson  City  Electric  Light 
Works;  Mary  Ida,  wife  of  Edward  Smith,  of  Gil- 
man,  111.;  Etta  J.,  who  married  Frank  J.  Van  Hou- 
ten  and  resides  in  Knox  County,  Neb.;  Annie, 
wife  of  Ed.  Conner,  a  resident  of  Chicago;  Amy, 
wife  of  James  Reese,  of  Ford  County;  Ella,  Luther 
J.,  Benjamin,  Fuller  P.,  Jessie  and  DoUie  E.,  who 
are  still  at  home. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Vaughn  is  an  earnest  Repub- 
lican, a  warm  advocate  of  that  party's  principles. 
Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  Gibson  Lodge  No. 
542,  I.  O.  O.  F.,of  Brothers' Encampment  No.  158, 
and  he  and  liis  wife  belong  to  the  Rebecca  Degree 
of  the  same  order.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Lott 
Post  No.  70,  G.  A.  R.    Mr.  Vaughn  has  prospered  in 
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his  business,  his  efforts  being  crowned  with  a 
well-deserved  success,  and  he  has  a  large  and 
varied  stock  of  goods  in  his  line,  probalily  tl^ 
•largest  and  most  complete  stock  of  farm  macliinerv 
to  be  found  in  Ford  County. 


D  LI  HARVEY,  general  merchant  and  Post- 
master of  >Sil)le3',  is  the  only  remaining  set- 
tler of  tlve  first  group  who  were  enijiloyed 
by  Mr.  Sullivant  in  improving  and  developing 
what  IS  now  the  town  of  Sullivant.  In  1867,  he 
planted  the  first  hedge  plant  that  was  set  out  in 
that  township,  and  was  there  engaged  in  farming 
for  a  year. 

Our  subject  was  liorn  in  Clinton  County,  Ohio, 
June  20,  1837,  and  is  a  son  of  David  and  Sarah 
(Dakin)  Harvey.  His  father  was  born  in  Pitts- 
boro,  Ciiatham  County',  N.  C,  April  .5,  180,'),  and 
was  descended  from  Scottish  ancestr}',  also  was  a 
member  of  the  Society  of  Friends  or  (^u.akers. 
His  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Rome,  N.  Y.,  and  was  descended  from  an  old 
family  of  the  Empire  State.  Mr.  Harvey's  father 
removed  from  North  Carolina  with  his  parents 
to  Clinton,  Ohio,  in  childhood,  was  there  reared 
and  married,  and  was  obliged  to  withdraw  from 
the  (Quaker  Society  on  account  of  his  marriage 
with  one  not  a  Friend.  In  18.51,  the  family  came 
to  Illinois,  locating  in  Bureau  County,  where 
Mrs.  Harvey  died  shortly  afterward.  Mr.  Harvey 
engaged  in  farming  in  that  county  until  18,')4, 
when  he  removed  to  Maiden  and  engaged  in  the 
grain  business,  carrying  it  on  for  many  years.  His 
death  occurred  in  November,  1878. 

Eli  Harvey  came  with  his  parents  to  Illinois, 
spent  three  years  on  a  farm  in  Bureau  County 
and  in  attending  the  district  schools,  and  in  1858 
went  to  Maiden  with  his  father,  whom  he  assisted 
in  the  grain  business.  He  also  attended  the  public 
schools  of  that  place,  and  in  1859  came  to  Ford 
County,  where  for  a  time  he  was  associated  with 
Mr.Sullivant  in  the  opening  up  of  Sullivant  Town- 
ship to  settlement.  One  year  later,  he  became  over- 
seer on  a  large  farm  lying  a  little  north  of  Paxton, 


for  Adam  Smith,  a  Chicago  banker,  holding  the  po- 
sition from  1861  until  the  summer  of  1867,  inclu- 
sive. In  the  last-named  year,  he  assisted  Mr. 
Sullivant  in  circulating  petitions  for  the  organ- 
ization of  the  township  of  Sullivant,  and  was  ap- 
pointed Clerk  of  the  first  town  meeting  held  in 
that  township,  Blr.  Sullivant  being  Moderator. 
This  was  in  the  spring  of  1868.  The  fall  previous, 
he  had  returned  to  the  Smith  farm  and  was  only  in 
Sullivant  temporarily,  in  the  spring  of  1867,  to 
assist  Mr.  Sullivant  in  the  organization  of  the 
town.  He  continued  as  overseer  of  the  Smith 
farm  until  1875,  when  he  returned  to  Sullivant 
Township  and  located  in  Sibley,  where  he  has' 
since  resided.  He  was  overseer  of  the  farm  under 
Mr.  Sullivant,  and  was  in  charge  of  the  tenants  on 
the  farm  under  Mr.  Sibley  and  for  the  estate  until 
1885,  when  he  engaged  in  merchandising  in  Sib- 
ley, having  successfully  continued  that  business 
since. 

On  the  29th  of  March,  1889,  Mr.  Harvey  w.is 
commissioned  Postmaster  of  Sibley  by  President 
Harrison,  being  the  first  one  commissioned  in  this 
district.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  has 
been  chosen  to  various  local  offices.  For  sixteen 
years  he  has  been  a  Director  on  the  School  Board, 
Township  Assessor  for  thirteen  years,  and  is  hold- 
ing those  offices  at  this  writing.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Village  Board  of  Sibley  from  its  organ- 
ization until  1890,  and  was  Constable  from  1876 
until  1887,  Commissioner  of  Highways  from  1875 
until  1889,  and  held  various  other  offices  at  the 
same  time. 

On  the  10th  of  December,  1859,  Mr.  Harvey  was 
married,  in  the  town  of  Princeton,  Bureau  County, 
to  Miss  Eliza  Campbell,  who  was  born  in  Athens, 
Ohio,  and  is  a  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  A. 
(Grimes)  Campbell.  They  have  two  children, 
daughters:  Emma,  now  the  wife  of  Albert  Lough, 
of  Fairbury,  Livingston  County;  and  Eva,  who 
is  employed  in  dress-making  in  Bloomington,  111. 
She  almost  completed  the  course  in  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb  Asylum,  of  .Jacksonville,  111.  The  mother 
died  August  9,  1869.  On  the  15th  of  September, 
1870,  Mr.  Harvey  was  again  married,  the  ceremony 
being  performed  in  Loda,  111.  His  present  wife, 
whose    maiden  name  was  Anna    Woodward,  was 
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born  in  Jeflfersonville,  Ind.,  July  25,  1852,  and  is 
a  daughter  of  George  H.  and  Marj'  (Leland) 
AVoodward.  Four  children  grace  this  union: 
William  R.,  who  is  now  twent.v-one  .years  of  age, 
is  a  partner  in  his  father's  store  and  is  also  en- 
gaged in  stock-l)U3'ing;  Ida  May  is  clerking  in 
the  post  office  for  her  father;  Franklin  MacVcagh 
and  Zola  are  the  j'oungest.  Mr.  Harvey  is  a  Knight 
Templar  Mason,  belonging  to  Sible_y  Lodge  No. 
761,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  Gibson  Chapter  No.  183, 
R,  A.  M.;  and  St.  Paul  Commandery  No.  38,  of 
Fairbury,  111.  He  has  aided  in  the  erection  of  the 
church  edifices  of  .Sibley,  and  tlie  cause  of  education 
lias  found  in  him  a  warm  friend.  His  labors  have 
been  hugely  instrumental  in  securing  the  excellent 
!-ch()ols  for  which  Sibley  is  noted. 

Mr.  Harvey  cast  his  first  Presiden  tial,  vote  for 
John  C.  Fremont,  he  and  his  comrades  walking 
two  miles  in  order  to  deposit  their  ballots.  Since 
that  time  he  has  been  a  stanch  supporter  of  the 
Republican  party.  He  does  the  largest  general 
business  in  Sibley,  his  annual  sales  amounting  to 
fully  120,000.  He  carries  a  full  and  complete  line 
of  dr3'-goods,  fancy  and  staple  groceries,  hats  and 
caps,  boots  and  shoes,  etc.,  in  fact,  everything 
found  in  a  first-class  store.  In  his  business  he 
has  been  quite  successful,  and  is  widely  .and  favor- 
ably known  to  the  citizens  of  Ford  and  .adjoin- 
ing counties  as  a  man  of  strict  integrity,  who  has 
ever  proved  faihful  to  every  public  trust,  and 
exact  .and  correct  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  In 
his  business  relations  with  his  customers,  he  is  ac- 
commod.ating  and  fair,  and  enjoys,  as  he  deserves, 
the  good-will  and  confidence  of  all  who  know  him. 


•^ 


^m- 


^I^EV.  ERIC  PETER  OLSSON,  pastor  of  the 
'  Evangelical  Lutheran  Chui-ch  of  Paxton, 
was  born  in  the  Pj'ovince  of  Norrland, 
Sweden,  November  24,  1857,  and  is  a  son 
of  John  and  Margaret  Olsson.  In  1869,  his  par- 
ents bade  good-b3-e  to  their  old  home  and  emi- 
grated to  America,  accompanied  by  their  children. 
On  reaching  this  country,  the  family  settled  in 
Susquehanna  County,  Pa.,   where  they  resided  un- 


til 1874.  and  then  removed  to  Western  Kansas, 
locating  near  Larned,  on  the  Atchison,  Topeka 
&  Santa  Fe  Railroad,  where  Mr.  Olsson,  Sr.,  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  stock-growing  and  where  the 
family  still  reside. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  attended  the  public 
schools  near  his  home  in  Pennsylvania  for  three 
years  and  then  went  willi  his  parents  to  Larned, 
Kan.  In  1879,  he  became  a  student  in  Augustana 
College,  of  Rock  Island,  111.,  where  he  pursued  a 
literary  and  scientific  course  and  was  graduated 
in  the  Class  of  '85,  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  He 
then  entered  upon  a  theological  course  in  the 
same  institution  and  was  graduated  in  1887,  after 
which  he  was  ordained  a  minister  of  the  Evangeli- 
cal Lutheran  Church  at  Chicago  in  June  of  the 
same  year.  While  a  student  in  Augustana  Col- 
lege, he  frequently  served  the  congregation  of  his 
church  in  Marquette,  McPherson  County,  K.an., 
during  vacations,  and  when  ordained  he  w.as  as- 
signed to  that  place,  it  being  his  first  regular  pas- 
torate. From  June,  1887,  until  December,  1888, 
he  continued  his  pastoral  labors  in  the  Marquette 
Church,  after  which  he  was  assigned  to  the  Pax- 
ton  Church,  of  which  he  has  since  been  pastor,  cov- 
ering a  period  of  nearly  four  years.  The  Rev. 
Mr.  Olsson  is  a  scholarly  man,  of  commanding 
presence,  affable  and  courteous  in  manner,  earnest 
and  able  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  and  h.as 
grown  in  popularit}^  with  his  congregation  from  the 
time  of  his  becoming    their    pastor  to  the  present. 

The  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  Paxton 
was  organized  in  1863,  153^  Dr.  T.  N.  Hasselquist, 
who  was  the  first  pastor,  and  the  following-named 
members  were  its  first  otticers:  P.  Erickson,  Secre- 
tary; Eric  Carlson,  C.  M.  Johnson  and  Emanuel 
Collins,  Trustees;  P.  Peterson,  S.  Randall,  C.  An- 
derson, N.  P.  Nelson,  J.  Olson  and  Swan  Ander- 
son, De.acons.  Tiie  first  meetings  of  the  society 
were  held  in  the  public  school  building,  which 
was  subsequentl3'  purchased  and  used  for  a  house 
of  worship  in  1872,  when  the  congregation  hav- 
ing increased  beyond  its  capacit3'  of  accommoda- 
tion, the  present  church  was  built  at  a  cost  of 
$10,000.  The  building  is  45x100  feet,  with  a 
spire  one  hundred  feet  in  height;  1700  was  ex- 
pended for  seats  and    in    1884    a    fine  pipe  organ 
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was  puvchased  at  a  cost  of  $1,200.  Besides  the 
church  edifice,  the  society  has  a  soliooliiouse 
worth  $1,000  and  a  parsonage  worth  $1,200.  At 
this  writing,  the  church  property  of  this  society  is 
valued  at  $15,000.  Two  teachers  are  employed  in 
the  parochial  scliool,  and  the  scholars  number  one 
hundred,  while  the  Sunday-school,  with  officers, 
teachers  and  scholars,  numliers  three  hundred  and 
twenty-seven.  Dr.  Hasselquist  served  as  pastor 
from  186.3  until  1875,  when  he  was  succeeded  by 
the  Rev.  N.  T.  Winquist,  who  served  from  1875 
until  187S),  when  Rev.  A.  Edoren  became  pastor. 
He  remained  in  charge  from  1879  until  December, 
1888,  when  the  Rev.  E.  P.  Olsson,  the  present 
pastoi',  entered  upon  tlie  duties  of  the  position. 
The  congregation  of  this  cliurcli  numbers  nine 
liundred  and  eight3r-five  members,  of  whom  six 
hundred  and  nine  are  communicants,  and  is  the 
largest  church  in  Ford  County.  iVIan^'  of  its  mem- 
bers are  farmers  living  in  I'atton  and  adjacent 
townships. 


TACY  DANIELS,  tlie  oldest  living  settler 
of  I'axton,  and  a  jilasterer  by  trade,  was 
born  in  Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  December 
27,  1825.  He  is  descended  from  one  of 
the  Revolutionary  heroes,  his  grandfather  serving 
in  the  struggle  for  independence  and  liis  father  in 
the  War  iif  1812.  His  mother  was  in  her  maiden- 
hood Miss  Lottie  Carnahan  and  by  her  marriage 
she  became  the  mother  of  six  children:  .Jacob,  who 
died  in  1864;  Martha,  wife  of  William  Hoffman, 
died  in  1889;  William  died  in  1877;  John  is  a  car- 
riage maker  of  Paris,  Ky.,  and  Sheriff  of  his  county; 
Frances  M.  is  the  wife  of  Herman  Lawrence,  of 
Cincinnati,  Ohio;  Stacy  is  the  next  younger.  Tlie 
father  was  called  to  his  final  rest  October  12,  1825, 
but  the  motlier  long  survived,  her  death  occurring 
in   1879. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  our 
subject,  knowing  that  this  record  of  his  life  will 
prove  of  interest  to  many  of  our  I'eaders.  During 
his  boyhood,  the  winter  months  were  spent  in  at- 


tendance at  the  district  schools,  while  in  the  sum- 
mer season  ho  aided  in  the  labors  of  the  farm.  At 
the  age  of  seventeen,  he  began  life  for  himself  and 
the  occupation  to  which  he  was  reared  he  no 
longer  followed,  but  turned  his  attention  to  the 
plasterer's  trade,  at  which  he  served  a  four-years' 
apprenticeship.  It  has  been  his  life  work  and  he 
has  followed  it  faithfully,  thereby'  accumulating  a 
comfortable  competence. 

Mr.  Daniels  was  married,  December  27,  1849,  to 
Miss  Margaret  Rush,  who  died  February  13,  1859, 
and  was  buried  in  the  Old  Settlers'  Gravej-ard  of 
Paxton.  Four  children  were  born  of  that  union, 
but  Martha  and  Mary  A.  are  now  deceased;  and 
Cora,  the  youngest,  died  in  infanc}'.  Emma,  the 
third  child,  is  the  wife  of  Edward  Field,  a  travel- 
ing salesman  employed  by  the  Standard  Oil  Com- 
pany of  Chicago.  On  the  25lh  of  July,  1865,  Mr. 
Daniels  was  again  married,  his  second  union  being 
with  Mary  Williams.  They  jiad  one  child  that 
died  in  infancy.  His  wife  died  October  1,  1867. 
On  June  23,  1868,  he  married  Rebecca  Kempton, 
by  whom  he  has  one  child,  Albert  K. 

Mr.  Daniels  first  came  to  Illinois  in  October, 
1856,  locating  in  what  is  now  Paxton,  but  the 
same  winter  returned  to  Ohio,  and  in  April,  1857, 
brought  his  family  to  Prospect  City,  as  Paxton 
was  then  called.  There  were  not  more  than  twelve 
families  in  the  place  at  that  time  and  the  mercan- 
tile trade  was  carried  on  in  one  small  store,  the 
properly  of  Messrs.  Lewis  &  Donley.  Mr.  Daniels 
purchased  twelve  acres  of  land,  where  the  beauti- 
ful home  of  Geo.  Shepherdson  now  stands.  In  the 
fall  of  1859,  he  went  to  California,  making  the 
trip  bj'  water  to  San  Francisco,  where  he  worked 
at  his  trade  until  the  spring  of  1861,  when  he  re- 
turned to  his  home  for  the  purpose  of  enlisting  in 
the  service  of  his  country.  Going  to  Ohio,  on  the 
22d  of  August,  1862,  a  private  of  the  Eighty-third 
Ohio  Infantry,  he  was  made  Quartermaster-Sergeant 
until  August  3,  1863,  when  he  was  mustered  as 
Quartermaster,  continuing  in  the  service  until  the 
ex[)iration  of  his  term  of  service,  when  he  was  hon- 
orably discharged  at  Natchez.  Having  received  a 
Captain's  commission,  he  was  mustered  out  as  such. 
The  most  important  eng.agements  in  which  he 
participated  were  at  Chickasaw    Bluffs,    Arlvansas 
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Post,  Sabine  Cross  Roads,  Pleasant  Hill,  Vicks- 
burg  and  the  battle  of  Mobile.  His  army  experi- 
ence covered  a  period  of  tlirec  3'ears  and  he  had 
proved  himself  a  faithful  soldier  and  made  an 
honorable  war  record. 

On  again  coming  to  Paxton,  Mr.  Daniels  once 
more  resumed  work  at  his  trade  and  lias  since 
made  this  city  his  home.  Upright  and  honorable 
in  all  liis  Inisiness  relations,  he  lias  won  tlie  confi- 
dence of  all  with  whom  he  has  been  brought  in 
contact,  and  has  thereby  received  a  liberal  patron- 
.agc.  In  politics,  he  is  a  stanch  siqiiiorter  of  Repub- 
lican principles,  and  in  his  social  relations  was  an 
Odd  Fellow  for  many  years.  He  has  long  been 
ideiililicd  v.ith  the  history  of  Paxton,  has  witnessed 
almost  ils  entire  growth  and  has  ever  borne  his 
part  in  tlie  promotion  of  those  interests  calculated 
to  prove  of  public  benefit.  His  wife  and  daughter 
are  church  members. 


-^^ 


-7/,i,  NOREW  D.  ANDERSON,  who  owns  .and 

*3v//'  li 

iSis/LIJi    operates  a  fine  farm  of  two  hundred  acres 

on  section  28,  Patton  Township,  was  born 
in  Sweden  on  the  1st  of  May,  1842.  and 
spent  his  childhood  days  in  his  native  land.  No 
event  of  s))ecial  importance  occurred  during  his 
3'outh.  He  resided  upon  his  father's  farm  and  at- 
tended the  public  schools,  where  he  acquired  a 
fair  education.  On  attaining  his  majority,  he 
bade  good-bye  to  the  land  of  his  birth  and  emi- 
grated to  the  New  World,  sailing  in  1863  from 
Copenhagen  to  Hamburg,  where  he  boarded  the 
well-known  steamer  "Saxonia,"  .and  after  sixteen 
days  arrived  in  New  York,  about  the  1st  of  Octo- 
ber. It  w.as  an  important  d.ay  of  his  life  when  he 
determined  to  come  to  America,  for  his  career 
has  been  a  prosperous  one,  and,  although  in  those 
early  days  he  had  many  obstacles  to  encounter, 
he  has  steadily  worked  his  way  upward  and  is 
now  in  comfortable  circumstances. 

Mr.  Anderson  made  his  first  location  in  Chicago, 
but  spent  only  a  week  there,  after  which  he  came 
to  Paxton,  .and  spent  the  winter  with  Prof.  Hazel- 
quist.     In  the  summer  of   1864,  he  began  working 


upon  a  farm  by  the  month,  entering  the  employ 
of  Ben  Dei,  with  whom  he  remained  for  ten  years, 
or  until  the  death  of  that  gentleman.  Mr.  Dei  in- 
terested himself  in  behalf  of  our  subject  and 
bought  an  eighty-acre  tr.act  of  land  for  him, 
which  he  was  to  pay  for  as  he  could  find  opjior- 
tunity.  In  1874,  Mr.  Anderson  returned  to 
Sweden,  and  spent  two  months  in  visiting  the 
old  home  and  the  scenes  of  his  childhood,  and 
passing  man}'  happy  hours  with  his  relatives  and 
friends  of  his  youth.  The  following  .July  lie  re- 
turned to  this  country  .and  the  next  year  located 
on  the  land  which  he  had  previously  purchased, 
and  which  is  still  his  home. 

In  March,  1875,  in  Ford  County,  Mr.  Anderson 
married  Miss  Augusta  Carlson,  who  is  a  native  of 
vSweden  and  came  to  Paxton  when  a  young  lady. 
They  have  two  children,  a  son  and  a  daughter: 
Emil  Ephraim  and  Anna  Sophia,  botli  attending 
sciiool.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson  began  their  do- 
mestic life  upon  the  farm  which  is  still  their  home. 
Although  it  was  then  uncultivated,  he  at  once  be- 
gan to  clear  and  operate  it,  and  soon  rich  and  fer- 
tile fields  were  yielding  him  a  golden  harvest  in 
return  for  his  labors.  As  time  passed  and  his 
fin.ancial  resources  increased,  he  added  to  his  farm 
by  additional  purchase,  and  now  has  two  hundred 
acres  of  land  In  I'atton  Township,  together  with  a 
quarter-section  of  land  in  Iowa.  Near  his  com- 
fortable home,  which  is  a  substantial  residence, 
are  good  liuildings,  and  these,  in  turn,  are  sur- 
rounded liy  well-cultivated  fields. 

In  his  political  affiliations,  Mr.  Anderson  is  a 
Republican,  having  been  a  stanch  advocate  of  that 
party  since  he  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Gen.  U.  S.  Grant.  However,  he  h.as  never  sought 
public  office,  the  attractions  of  the  political  arena 
having  never  called  his  attention  from  his  business 
cares.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Luth- 
er.an  Church,  of  Farmersville,  and  take  an  active 
interest  in  its  work,  Mr.  Anderson  having  served 
for  about  fifteen  3'ears  as  Trustee  of  the  church. 
His  residence  in  Ford  County  covers  a  period  of 
about  tliirt}'  years,  and  he  has,  therefore,  wit- 
nessed much  of  the  growth  and  development,  and 
h.as  aided  in  its  upbuilding  and  advancement.  He 
is  one  of  its  representative  early  settlers,  as  well  as 
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one  of  its  leadinp;  agriculturists  and  valued  citi- 
zens. His  life  lias  been  well  and  worthily  sjient 
in  the  pursuit  of  legitimate  business,  and  the  re- 
ward of  earnest  labor  lias  come  to  him  in  the 
shape  of  a  comfortable  competence. 


^^= 


^^ 


'jfj  ONATHAN  B.  LOTT,  deceased,  was  born  in 
'       Licking  County,  Ohio,  February   14,    183;), 

d!    and  when  eight  years  of  age  came  with  his 
'    parents   to  INIcLean   County,  111.,  where  he 

grew  to  manhood  on  a  farm.  He  was  a  school- 
mate of  (tov.  Fifer,  and  when  the  war  broke  out 
enlisted  on  the  same  day,  in  Company  C,  Thirty- 
third  Illinois  Infantry,  and  was  with  the  regiment 
for  over  three  years.  On  the  1st  of  January,  1804, 
he  veteranized  and  served  until  discharged  at 
New  Orleans,  June  1.5,  186.5.  He  was  twice 
wounded,  once  a  ball  cutting  across  the  top  of  his 
head,  intlicting  a  scalp  wound,  and  ere  that  was 
healed,  contrary  to  the  orders  of  the  surgeon,  he 
ran  away  from  the  hospital  and  joined  his  regiment. 
A  few  days  later  he  was  wounded  in  the  left  arm, 
which  partially  disaliled  it  for  life.  When  Joe 
Fifer  was  wounded  and  the  doctor  said  only  ice 
would  save  his  life,  Mr.  Lott  volunteered  to  make 
the  attempt  to  procure  it,  which  though  very  haz- 
ardous, was  successful.  Gov.  Fifer  has  often 
spoken  of  Mr.  Lott  as  the  one  who  saved  his  life. 
Mr.  Lott  was  a  brave  soldier,  ever  found  at  his 
post  of  dutj',  and  when  discharged  held  the  posi- 
tion of  Sergeant. 

After  returning  from  the  war,  Mr.  Lott  attended 
theAVesleyan  College,  of  Bloomington,  111.,  and  in 
that  city  he  was  married,  on  the  1st  of  January', 
1867,  to  Margaret  A.,  daughter  of  James  and  Mary 
E.  (Stevenson)  Gibson.  Mr.  Gibson  was  born  in 
South  Carolina,  being  of  Swiss  and  Irish  extraction, 
and  when  seventeen  j^ears  of  age,  went  to  Greene 
County,  Ohio,  where  he  married  Miss  Stevenson, 
who  was  a  native  of  that  count}'.  He  died  in 
Greene  Count}-  in  1849,  but  his  wife,  who  after- 
ward married  again  and  emigrated  to  Indianapolis, 
survived  until  1891.  Of  the  first  marriage  were 
two  children:  Margaret  A.,  and  Martha  R.,  now  the 


wife  of  IJruce  McCormack.  She  came  to  Bloom- 
ington.  111.,  in  1865,  where  she  was  joined  by  her 
sister  the  next  year.  Having  married  Mr.  Lott, 
she  came  with  him  to  Gibson  City  in  1869,  and 
was  soon  after  joined  by  her  sister. 

The  shanty,  12x14  feet  in  dimensions,  liuilt  by 
Mr.  Lott  was  the  first  building  to  mark  the  site 
of  what  is  now  Gilison  Cit.y,  but  before  winter 
was  over  he  had  a  good  frame  house  erected.  He 
laid  out  the  town  in  1871,  and  named  it  Gibson, 
in  honor  of  his  wife's  maiden  name.  Ho  was  in- 
strumental in  securing  the  post-ottice  there,  but  as 
it  was  so  much  like  Gilson,  another  town  in  the 
State,  the  ottice  was  changed  to  Gibson  City.  He 
was  the  prime  mover  in  securing  the  railroad  for 
(4ibson,  and  in  every  public  enteri)rise  took  an  act- 
ive interest. 

Mr.  Lott  was  a  Republican  in  polities,  but  not 
an  ottice-seeker.  He  was  very  popular,  much  be- 
loved, and  always  in  sympathetic  touch  with  the 
poor.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church, 
and  died  in  that  faith  on  the  18th  of  September, 
1879.  In  honor  of  him,  the  (Trand  Army  Post  of 
Gibson  City  was  named  Lott  Post,  No.  70.  He 
left  no  family  save  his  wife,  who  is  now  Mrs.  ().  H. 
Damon  and  is  the  oldest  living  settler  of  (iibson. 
In  every  thing  that  would  better  society,  he  took 
a  deep  interest  and  was  very  liberal  with  his  means. 
After  Gibson  City  w.as  laid  out,  he  gave  his  atten- 
tion to  the  real-estate  business,  accumulating  good 
property.  He  deserves  great  credit,  .as  he  was  a 
self-made  man,  and  one  of  which  any  community 
might  be  proud. 


,>rs^  AINIUKL  MACK  WVLIE,  M.  D.,  of  P  axtf  n 
^^^   estalilished  a  practice  in  this  city,  in  1878, 
'\£^  and  has  since  conducted   it  with   marked 
success  up  to  the  present  time,  covering  a 
period  of  fourteen  years.     The  Doctor  was  born  in 
Oakland,  Coles  County,  111.,  on  the  ir)th  of  .Inly, 
1855,  and  is  a  son  of  Dr.  Jonathan  D.  and  Agnes 
(Crawford)  Wylie,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  else- 
where in  this  work. 

Our  subject  received   his  literary   education    in 
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the  Indianapolis  Higli  School  and  Monmoutii  Col- 
lege, of  Monmouth,  111.  After  completing  his 
collegiate  ctjvirso,  he  entered  upon  the  study  of 
medicine  at  the  Chicago  Medical  College,  from 
which  he  w.a-j  graduated  with  honors  in  1878,  be- 
ing the  valedictorian  of  his  class.  On  taking  his 
degree,  he  at  once  entered  upon  the  practice  of 
his  profeisiou  in  Paxton,  where  he  had  made  his 
home  in  18G8.  In  order  to  l)etter  perfect  himself 
in  the  line  of  his  profession.  Dr.  Wylie  spent 
some  months,  at  intervals,  in  study  and  hospital 
practice  in  New  York  City,  and,  in  1890,  for  the 
same  purpose,  he  made  a  tour  to  Europe  and  pur- 
sued the  studj'  of  msclicine  and  surgery  under  the 
most  distinguished  practitioners  of  London,  Eng- 
land; Lsipsic,  Dresden  and  Berlin,  Germany;  and 
of  Paris,  France. 

On  the  IDthof  .lune,  1879,  Dr.  Wylie  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Family  Bushnell,  the  wedding 
being  celebrated  in  Paxton.  The  lady  is  a  native 
<>(  Illinois,  born  in  Lisbon,  Kendall  County,  and  a 
ilaughter  of  S.  P.  Bushnell,  lately  President  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Paxton.  The  Doctor  and 
his  wife  are  both  members  of  the  Blethodist  Church 
of  this  city  and   hold   a  high  rank  in  social  circles. 

The  political  views  of  Dr.  Wylie  are  those  of 
the  Republican  |iarty,  but  he  has  never  sought  or 
desired  pulilic  oliice,  the  only  otlice  he  has  held  be- 
ing that  of  City  Physician  of  Paxton,  and  that 
position  he  resigned  on  going  to  Euroiio  in  1890. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Central  Illinois  Medical 
Society,  of  the  State  Medical  Society  and  of  the 
American  Medical  Society,  being  President  of  the 
first-named.  He  also  belongs  to  Paxton  Lodge 
No.  416,  A.  F.  &.  A.  M.,  and  Ford  Chapter  No.  113, 
R.  A.  M.,  of  Paxton. 

Dr.  Wylie  has  proved  very  proficient  insnrger}', 
for  which  he  has  a  decided  talent  and  special  fond- 
ness and  he  has,  by  uniform  success — often  in  com- 
plicated cases — won  a  State-wide  reputation  in  that 
branch  of  his  profession,  while  in  general  practice, 
he  has  been  uniformly  successful.  His  surgical 
instruments  and  appliances  are  of  the  best  modern 
slj'le  of  manufacture  and  were  purchased  in  the 
largest  cities  of  America  and  Europe  as  opportunity 
offered,  and  in  extent  and  variety  are  unexcelled 
in  tiie  State.     He  has   a  large    and    well-selected 


library  of  medical,  scientific  and  historical  works 
and  standard  books  in  other  (ields  of  literature. 
He  is  a  liberal  patron  of  current  literature  in  the 
line  of  his  profession,  so  that  lie  keeps  well  up  with 
the  scientific  and  medical  discoveries  of  the  times. 


JAMES  C.  KIRKPATRICK  is  a  merchant 
I  and  grain  dealer  of  Kirks,  111.  He  is  a  na- 
tive of  Adams  County,  Ohio,  born  February 
13,  1837.  Mitchell  Kirkpatrick,  his  f.ather, 
was  born  in  the  same  count)'  and  State,  while  his 
grandfather,  Adam  Kirki)atrick,  was  also  a  native 
of  Adams  County,  of  Irish  parentage,  the  Kirk- 
patrick family  being  among  the  first  settlers  of 
Adams  County. 

Adam  Kirkpatrick  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812.  He  was  twice  married  and  reared  a  family 
of  eighteen  children,  nearly  all  of  whom  grew  to  ma- 
ture years  and  became  heads  of  families.  Mitchell 
Kirkpatrick  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  county 
and  there  married  Susan  Gylinger.  who  was  a  na- 
tive of  West  Virginia  and  who  moved  to  Adams 
County,  Ohio,  with  her  father,  George  Gylinger,  in 
an  early  day.  After  their  marriage,  Mitchell 
Kirkpatrick  engaged  in  farming  in  Adams  County 
for  a  number  of  ye.ars,  and,  in  18.51,  removed  to 
Illinois  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  McLean  County, 
where  he  resided  until  his  death,  in  1854.  His  re- 
mains were  interred  in  Oak  Grove  Cemetery.  His 
wife  survived  liim  a  number  of  years  and  departed 
this  life  at  the  residence  of  her  daughter  near  Den- 
ver, Col.,  in  1889,  but  w.as  buried  in  Oak  Grove 
Cemetery  by  the  side  of  the  body  of  her  husband, 
where  a  monument  marks  her  last  resting  place 
Both  were  lifelong  memliers  of  the  United  Pres- 
byterian Church. 

James  C.  Kirkpatrick  is  third  in  order  of  birth 
In  a  family  of  live  sons  and  three  daughters  who 
grew  to  mature  years.  Of  this  fainil}",  the  eldest, 
George  L.,  died  in  Kansas  in  1889,  leaving  a  large 
family;  Adam  E.  resides  in  Arkansas  City,  Kan., 
living  a  retired  life;  James  C.  is  next  in  order  of 
birth;  Josciih  P.  resides  in  Arkansas  City,  Kan.^ 
and  is  now  living  a  retire<l   life;    he  was  a  soldier 
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during  the  late  war.  Wilson  15.  resides  in  Topeka, 
Kan.,  and  is  eng.nged  in  niercliandisinw;  Susan  L 
is  the  wife  of  J.  W.  WannsHcld  of  Arkansas  City, 
Kan.;  Catherine  C.  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Woodlej- 
and  resides  near  Denver,  Col. 

James  C.  Kirkpatrick  came  to  Illinois  with  his 
parents  a  youth  of  sixteen,  and  remained  on  the 
farm  of  his  lather  until  his  father's  death,  and  with 
his  mother  until  his  majority.  He  had  but  limited 
school  advantages.  After  the  death  of  his  father, 
the  man.agement  of  the  farm  and  the  care  of  the 
family  greatly  depende<l  on  him,  his  school  days 
being  thus  cutshort.  He  was  united  in  marriage  in 
McLean  County,  April  16,  1857,  to  Miss  Sarah  A. 
White,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  in  Wash- 
ington County.  When  but  eleven  years  of  age,  she 
removed  with  her  father,  Patterson  White,  to  Ohio, 
and  to  McLean  County,  111.,  in  1851.  After  his 
marriage,  Mr.  Kirkpatrick  rented  land  and  farmed 
for  four  3ears  in  McLean  County.  He  then  pur- 
chased a  farm  at  Oak  Grove  in  that  county, 
where  he  remained  two  years  and  then  sold  and 
moved  to  Livingston  County,  where  he  bought 
raw  land  and  opened  up  a  farm  and  continued 
there  for  six  years.  In  1871,  he  sold  his  Living- 
ston County  farm  and,  removing  to  Ford  County, 
purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Button 
Townshii),  near  Kirk  Station.  Onlj'  fortv  acres  of 
this  land  had  been  broken,  l)ut  a  small  residence 
had  been  erected  on  it.  lie  at  once  commenced 
the  work  of  improvement  and  afterwards  pur- 
chased more  land,  and  at  this  time  owns  five 
hundred  and  eighty  acres  which  is  under  cultiva- 
tion. In  addition  to  this,  he  has  helped  his  two 
oldest  sons  each  to  a  good  eighty-acre  tract. 

In  1879,  Mr.  Kirkpatrick  engaged  in  the  grain 
business  at  Kirk  Station  and  a  little  later  also  en- 
g.aged  in  merchandising,  in  which  lines  of  business 
he  has  continued  to  the  present  time.  In  1888, 
he  moved  his  family  to  the  village.  He  has  latel}' 
erected  a  fine  large  residence  w^hich  is  one  of  the 
best  in  the  place.  He  has  also  built  a  grain  eleva- 
tor in  this  place. 

Mr.  Kirkpatrick  commenced  life  for  himself  a 
poor  man  with  no  means  but  with  a  good  consti- 
tution and  two  willing  hands,  and  b}'  his  industry 
enterprise,  and  with  the  assistance  of  his  most  esti- 


maljle  wife,  accumulated  a  large  estate  and  is  at 
this  time  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  Ford  County. 
He  has  been  identified  with  the  Repul)lican  party 
since  lie  liecamc  a  voter,  casting  his  first  Presi- 
dential ballot  for  Abraham  Lincoln.  He  has  voted 
for  the  nominees  of  the  Republican  party  at  everj- 
Presidential  as  well  as  local  election  since  that 
time.  In  local  politics,  he  has  taken  quite  an  active 
part  and  has  served  in  several  positions  of  honor 
and  trust.  He  served  eight  years  as  one  of  the 
Board  of  Supervisors,  and  lias  held  other  local 
oHices.  A  friend  of  education,  he  is  a  strong  be- 
liever in  and  supporter  of  the  public  schools. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kirkpatrick  liave  a  family  of  seven 
children.  The  eldest.  Anna  M.,  is  tlie  wife  of  Wal- 
ter Atha  of  Sparland.  111.;  L.  M.  is  a  farmer  of 
Ford  County;  .John  IJ.  resides  in  Clarence  and 
assists  his  father  in  the  mercantile  and  grain  busi- 
ness. He  is  married  and  has  a  famil3';  Minnie  is 
the  wife  of  J.  W.  Healey.  a  lailroad  agent  of  Kirk 
Station;  Lorenzo  .1.  resides  at  home;  Eflie  C.  is  the 
wife  of  Sherman  Frederick,  an  active  and  promi- 
nent business  man  of  Kirk  Station;  .lessie  Maud  re- 
sides at  home. 

Mr.  Kirkpatrick  has  been  a  resident  of  Illinois 
since  the  age  of  sixteen  and  of  Ford  County 
nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century.  He  is  well  known 
in  Ford  and  adjoining  counties.  He  is  one  of  the 
most  enterprising  and  public-spirited  C)f  the  citi- 
zens of  Button  Township, and  is  a  man  of  sterling, 
upright  character,  esteemed  by  all.  He  and  his 
wife  are  active  members  of  the  LTiiiled  Presbyte- 
rian Church. 


^T^ 
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ul  i»ILLIAM  II.  11.  ELLIOTT,  an  enterprising 
\/\/k  farmer  residing  on  section  25,  Button 
^^j  Township,  is  a  native  of  Ohio.  He  was 
born  in  Morgan  County,  on  the  7th  of  December, 
1835,  and  is  the  second  in  order  of  birth  in  a  fam- 
ily of  eight  children,  born  unto  Matthew  and 
Anna  (Wilson)  Elliott.  The  paternal  grandfather, 
Thomas  Elliott,  was  of  Irish  descent.  His  son 
Matthew  was  born  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  in 
179'J,  and  when  a  3'oung  man  of   about  nineteen 
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years,  went  to  Oberlin,  Ohio,  where  he  located, 
becoming  one  of  the  pioneers  of  that  State.  Some 
years  after  his  marriage,  he  settled  iii  Morijan 
County-,  where  he  made  his  home  foi  a  number  of 
years,  or  until  1852,  when  he  came  to  Illinois.  He 
took  up  his  residence  upon  a  tract  of  land  in  Ford 
County,  which  is  now  the  home  of  our  subject, 
and  made  his  home  in  this  community,  an  honored 
and  resjiccted  citizen,  until  1881.  His  land,  he 
entered  from  tlie  Government  and  developed 
therefrom  a  fine  farm  of  three  hundred  acres,  upon 
which  he  reared  iiis  family  and  continued  to  make 
his  home  until  his  death,  in  1881.  He  was  an  old- 
line  Whig,  and,  at  the  organization  of  the  Repuli- 
lican  party,  joined  its  ranks,  becoming  one  of  its 
stanch  supporters.  He  held  a  number  of  local 
offices,  was  a  valued  citizen  and  was  a  member  of, 
and  helped  to  oiganize.  Pleasant  Grove  C'liai)el,  a 
Methodist  Church.  His  wife  still  survives  him, 
and  is  now  living  with  a  daugliter  in  ^'ermilion 
County. 

The  children  of  tlieir  family  were:  Matilda, 
who  is  deceased;  W.  II.  H.,  of  this  sketch;  Amos 
W.,  who  died  in  September,  1891;  Sarali,  also  de- 
ceased; Tiionias  M.,  a  farmer  of  Nebraska;  Hannah 
.!.,  wife  of  E.  I'.  Bawgus,  of  Vermilion  Count\'; 
PJKebe  A.,  wife  of  W.  H.  Wilson,  of  Bismark,  Ver- 
milion Count\';  and  George  R.,  who  has  been 
called  to  his  final  rest. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  oursul)- 
ject,  who,  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  came  with 
his  parents  to  Illinois.  His  educational  privileges 
were  limited.  Wliile  two  of  his  brotliers  were  in 
service  during  tlie  late  war,  he  remained  witli  his 
father  upon  the  farm  and  managed  all  the  business 
affairs  connected  witli  it. 

In  1859,  in  Ford  Count3%  Mr.  Elliott  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Deraeris  L3'on,  wlio  was  born  in 
Indiana  and  there  resided  until  fourteen  years  of 
age,  when  her  family  removed  to  Illinois,  becom- 
ing residents  of  Champaign  County.  Her  father, 
Thomas  Lyon,  is  numbered  among  the  iiioneers  of 
that  county. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elliott  have  been  born  nine 
children,  eight  of  whom  are  living  at  this  writing: 
Thomas  M.,  who  is  engaged  in  merchainlising,  in 
lilue  Grass,  Vermilion  County;  Cliarles  W.,  farmer 


of  Sioux  County,  Iowa;  W.  H.,  who  is  engaged  in 
the  drug  business,  in  Ludlow;  Jesse,  a  student  in 
a  school  of  pharmacy  in  Chicago;  Robert  P>.,  Allen 
L.,  Sarah  A.,  and  .John  R.,  all  yet  at  home.  Lillie 
B.  died  in  1883,  at  the  age  of  twenty  years. 

The  parents  of  this  family  are  members  of 
Pleasant  Grove  Chajiel,  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  which  Mr.  Elliott  served  as  an  officer 
for  a  number  of  years.  Politically,  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican, having  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Abraham  Lincoln.  He  has  been  called  upon  to  fill 
a  number  of  local  offices,  and  the  duties  of  those 
positions  he  has  ever  discharged  with  promptness 
and  fidelity.  The  greater  part  of  his  time,  how- 
ever, is  devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  he 
now  owns  a  fine  farm  of  two  hundred  and  fortj'- 
six  acres,  the  old  homestead,  whicli  he  purchased 
of  the  other  heirs  after  the  death  of  his  father. 
It  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  well 
improved,  and  the  neat  appearance  of  the  place 
indicates  tiie  thrift  and  enterprise  of  the  owner. 
Mr.  Elliott  is  numbered  among  the  early  settlers  of 
this  communitj',  few  having  longer  resided  in 
Button  Township  than  he.  He  has  ever  borne  his 
part  in  the  promotion  of  its  best  interests  and  is 
numbered  among  the  valued  citizens,  as  well  as 
the  honored  pioneers,  of  Ford  County.  As  a  far- 
mer, he  has  made  his  life  a  success  and  has  ac- 
quired a  handsome  competence. 


..^..;:..^„v 


ENRY  C.  SPELLMEYER  is  a  dealer  in 
I;  hardware,  stoves  and  tinware,  and  Melvin 
finds  in  him  one  of  its  enterprising  and 
progressive  business  men.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  II.  C.  Spellmeyer  ife  Co., 
undertakers,  of  the  same  place.  His  life  record  is 
as  follows:  He  is  a  native  of  Illinois,  his  birth 
having  occurred  near  Lostant,  La  Salle  County, 
on  the  20th  of  January,  18G4.  His  parents,  Charles 
and  Louisa  Spellmeyer,  are  both  natives  of  Ham- 
burg, Germany  and  in  their  youth  left  the  Father- 
land, emigrating  to  America.  Their  marriage  was 
celebrated  in  this  country,  and  Mr.  Spellmeyer  en- 


PORTRAIT  AND  BlOfJRAPHlCAL  RECORD. 


545 


gaged  in  farming  in  La  Salle  County,  111.,  until 
1876,  when  lie  came,  with  his  family,  to  Ford 
County.  lie  now  follows  agricultural  [luisuits  in 
Wall  'l'()wnshi|i,  where  he  and  his  wife  have  a 
pleasant  home. 

Henry  C.  S|iellmeyer,  whose  name  heads  thi.s 
record,  sijent  tlie  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth 
in  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads.  In  tlie  winter 
season,  he  attended  the  district  schools  and  in  the 
summer  months  his  labors  were  devoted  to  farm 
work,  but  after  he  had  attained  to  man's  estate, 
he  turned  his  attention  to  other  pursuits. 

On  the  22(1  of  Feliruary,  1888,  a  marriage  cere- 
mony was  performed,  in  Peach  Orchard  Town.sliii», 
which  luiited  the  destinies  of  our  SLibjoct  and  Miss 
Ida  Helen  Otto,  one  of  Ford  County's  fair  daugh- 
ters. Tlie  lady  was  born  in  that  township,  her 
fatlier,  Michael  Otto,  being  one  of  its  early  settlers. 
She  is  a  member  of  the  German  Methodist  Church 
and  an  estini.able  lady,  who  has  many  friends 
throughout  this  community. 

Mr.  Spellmeyer  continued  to  engage  in  farming 
until  188y,  when  he  removed  toMelvin  and  estab- 
lished his  present  business.  In  the  three  years 
that  have  since  passcxl,  he  has  built  up  a  very  sat- 
isfactory trade  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  lead- 
ing merchants  of  the  town.  As  a  citizen,  he  is 
public  spirited  and  progressive  and  takes  an  active 
interest  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  upbuilding  and 
welfare  of  the  community.  In  politics,  he  is  a 
supporter  of  the  Democratic  party  but  has  never 
sought  or  desired  public  otlice. 


\]p^\EMEMBKANCP:  CLARK,  an  honored  pio- 
neer of  Ford  Count}',  was  for  many  years 
a  prominent  merchant  of  Paxton,  where  he 
^Istill  resides.  He  is  a  native  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, his  birth  having  occurred  in  Strafford 
County,  that  State,  Se|itember  29,  1810.  He  was 
reared  to  agricultural  pursuits  in  his  native  Slate, 
and  in  1834  went  to  Frankfort,  Me.,  where  he  made 
his  home  for  about  thirteen  years.  In  1847,  we 
find  him  a  resident  of  Bangor,  devoting  his  ener- 
gies to  mercantile  business,  and  in  1860,  he  came 


to  Illinois,  locating  in  Paxton.  He  soon  became 
a  prominent  merchant  of  this  place,  and  in  1867 
erected  the  largest  brick  house  in  this  city.  It  is 
known  as  Clark's  Block  and  contains  Clark's  Hall, 
the  principal  public  hall  in  town.  In  1872,  he 
opened  a  store,  taking  as  partners  his  sons-in-law, 
R.  Cruzen  and  II.  R.Daggett.  That  connection 
was  continued  until  1882,  when  he  sold  out  his 
share  in  the  business  to  Mr.  Cruzen. 

In  1834,  Mr.  Clark  w.as  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Henrietta  Durgin,  a  daughter  of  Francis  Dur- 
gin  and  a  native  of  the  old  Granite  State.  The 
wedding  ceremon}'  was  performed  in  Tamworth, 
N.  H.,  and  by  their  union  were  born  six  children, 
but  only  two  are  now  living:  Annie  E.,  the  wife 
of  R.  Cruzen;  and  Mary,  wife  of  II.  U.  Daggett, of 
Petoskc}',  Mich. 

Mr.  Clark's  life  was  a  busy  and  useful  one, 
until  he  was  obliged  by  the  weight  of  years  to  re- 
tire from  active  business.  His  career  has  been 
distinguished  by  strict  integrity  and  a  uniform 
kindliness  that  has  endeared  him  to  all  who  were 
privileged  to  enjoy  his  intimate  acquaintance. 
No  blemish  or  shadow  of  wrong-doing  has  ever 
fallen  across  the  open  page  of  his  life,  and  his  de- 
clining years  are  being  spent  in  quiet  retirement, 
after  a  well-spent  and  prosperous  business  career. 
His  wife,  the  worthy  helpmate  of  a  long  life,  still 
lives  and  shares  with  her  husband  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  many  friends. 


^ 


ENRY  C.  HALL  is  a  grain  and  commission 
merchant  of  Paxton,  III.,  and  one  of  the 
leading  business  men  of  the  city.  He  is  a 
native  of  Indiana,  his  birth  having  oc- 
curred in  Fountain  County,  on  the  1  llli  of  Octo- 
ber, 1841,  and  he  is  a  son  of  James  D.  and  Eliza 
(Wisman)  Hall.  In  February.  1852,  when  a  lad  of 
eleven  years,  he  came  to  Illinois  with  his  parents, 
who  settled  in  what  is  now  known  ,as  Henderson's 
Grove,  Vermilion  County,  since  included  in  Ford 
County.  In  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads,  lie 
spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  attended  the 
public  schools  of  the  pioneer  days  of  that  region. 
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Coming  to  Paxton,  he  began  business  m  Ins  pres- 
ent line  of  trade  in  INIarch,  1862,  and  was  associ- 
ated with  Tim  Ross,  under  the  firm  name  of  Hall 
&  Ross,  at  Gibson,  as  general  dealers  in  grain  until 
1889,  since  wliieli  time  it  has  Ix'tn  known  as  T.  Ross 
&  Co. 

On  the  10th  of  October,  1872,  an  important 
event  occurred  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Hall.  He  was 
married  in  Paxton  to  Miss  Mary  Pierpont,  daugh- 
ter of  Leonard  Pieri)ont,  and  a  native  of  Connecti- 
cut, who  came  to  Illinois  with  her  parents  in  1858. 
Four  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hall,  three  daughters  and  one  son,  and  the  family 
circle  yet  remains  unbroken.  They  are  Mary  T., 
Bertha  M.,  Edith  and  Pierpont.  All  were  born  in 
Paxton,  where  Mr.  Hall  has  made  his  home  since 
i860,  or  for  a  period  covering  almost  a  tliird  of  a 
century. 

In  his  political  ntliliations,  Mr.  Hall  is  alve|)ulili- 
ean,  having  cast  his  iirst  Presidential  vote  for 
Abraham  Lincoln  at  the  election  of  1864.  For 
six  years,  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Paxton 
City  Council,  proving  a  capable  and  ellicierit  of- 
ficer. In  their  religious  views,  he  and  his  wife  are 
Congregationalists,  holding  membershij)  with  the 
church  of  that  denomination  in   Paxton. 


\'  f^  ETER  C.  BOWEN,  one  of  the  pioneer  set- 
tlers of  Illinois,  was  born  in  Montgomery 

t?^  County,  N.  Y.,  on  the  8th  of  January, 
1816,  and  is  a  son  of  Caleb  and  Ruth  (Ran- 
dall) liowon.  The  great-grandfather  of  Mr.  Bowen 
on  the  paternal  side  came  from  Wales  and  settled 
iu  Montgomery  Count}^  N.  Y.,  prior  to  the  Revo- 
lutionary War,  in  which  Peter  Bowen,  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  served. 

Caleb  Bowen,  the  father,  was  born  October  5, 
1790,  in  Montgomery  Count}-,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood  and  was  married  to  Miss  Ran- 
dall, who  was  a  native  of  Vermont,  tlioixgh  hor 
grandfather,  on  her  mother's  side,  was  from  Ire- 
land. When  two  years  of  age,  she  emigrated  with 
her  parents  from  her  native  State  to  Montgomery 
County.     Caleb  liowen  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade. 


and  in  1838  came  by  wagon  to  Illinois,  locating  in 
Augusta,  Hancock  County,  where  he  improved  a 
farm  for  another  man,  on  which  he  continued  to 
reside  until  184.5.  Removing  to  Mason  County, 
he  i)urchased  a  farm  and  improved  it.  and  there 
he  and  his  wife  spent  the  remainder  of  their  daj's. 
In  their  family  were  nine  children,  three  sons  and 
six  daughters,  of  whom  only  three  are  still  living. 

Peter  C.  Bowen  is  the  ehlest  child  of  the  above 
family  and  was  reared  to  manhood  on  a  farm,  re- 
ceiving but  a  limited  education  at  the  district 
schools.  Until  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  he  re- 
mained at  hoiiie  helping  his  father  to  develop  a 
good  farm,  which  was  then  divided,  our  subject's 
share  being  foity  acres.  By  industry,  he  increased 
his  land  until  he  was  the  possessor  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres,  which  he  sold,  and  then  removed  to 
Hancock  County,  where  he  bought  the  same 
amount.  The  Wabash  Railroad  ran  through  his 
farm,  and  he  laid  out  the  town,  which  was  called 
Bowen  in  his  honor.  In  1864,  he  removed  to 
Logan  County  and  purchased  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land  through  which  a  railroad  ran, 
but  afterward  sold  this  and  went  to  McLean 
County,  where  he  purchased  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres.  Financial  difficulties  overtaking  him, 
he  came  to  Gibson  City,  where  for  four  years 
be  was  night  policeman,  and,  in  1885,  was  police- 
man in  the  Legislature  of  the  State.  Since  that 
year  he  has  been  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits 
in  Gibson. 

In  Mason  County,  111.,  on  the  17th  of  June, 
1845,  Ml.  Bowen  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Maiy  Camp,  a  native  of  Morgan  County,  this 
State.  She  died  Novemlier  29,  1846,  leaving  one 
son,  William  II.,  an  enterprising  merchant  of  Gib- 
son City.  Mr.  Bowen  was  again  married,  August 
2,  1849,  this  time  to  Sarah  A.  Layman,  but  she, 
too,  was  called  to  her  final  rest,  July  16,  1878. 
By  this  marriage  he  became  the  father  of  five  chil- 
dren, but  only  one  is  now  living,  Charles  K.,  the 
well-known  actor.  His  present  wife  was  Martha 
A.  Snedikei-,  whom  he  married  September  29,  1880. 

In  political  sentiment,  Mr.  Bowen  was  a  Whig 
until  the  rise  of  the  Republican  party,  when  he  be- 
came one  of  its  supporters,  but  since  Grant's  sec- 
ond term  he  has   been  affiliating  with   the  Democ- 
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racy,  of  wliiclilie  is  a  stanch  ailvocate,  though  not 
an  ollice-secker.  Religiously,  lie  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  fifty- 
one  years  and  is  one  of  tiie  active  workers  in  his 
Master's  vineyard,  lie  is  a  man  o[  sterling  worth 
.and  is  highly  esteemed  by  all  who  know  him  as 
one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  the  community. 
Socially,  he  is  a  Master  Miison. 


mm 


mm:\^^mm 


ENRY  T.  STEINMANN  is  successfully  en- 
gaged in  farming  on  section  3,  Wall  Town- 
ship. He  may  well  lie  called  one  of  the 
self-made  men  of  the  county,  for  when  he 
started  out  in  life  for  himself  he  had  no  capital 
save  a  young  man's  bright  hope  of  the  future  and 
a  deteimination  to  succeed,  and  he  h.as  succeeded. 
By  his  industry  and  enterjirise,  he  h.as  worked  his 
way  upward  and  is  now  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm 
which  yields  him  a  good  income. 

Mr.  Steinmann  was  born  in  the  town  of  Blots- 
heim,  Prussia,  on  the  9tli  of  August,  1838,  and 
was  the  fourth  child  of  Gerhardt  Steinmann  who 
is  mentioned  in  the  sketch  of  Frederick  Steinmann 
on  another  page  of  this  work.  Our  subject  grew 
to  manhood  on  his  father's  farm  and  acquired  his 
education  in  the  public  schools,  which  he  attended 
between  the  ages  of  six  and  fourteen  years.  He 
was  a  man  of  twenty-eight  years,  when,  with  his 
father,  he  crossed  the  broad  Atlantic  to  America, 
in  1866,  .sailing  from  Bremen  to  New  Orleans, 
where  he  arrived  about  ten  weeks  later.  He  then 
went  up  the  Mississipi)i  River  to  St.  Louis,  where 
he  spent  a  short  time,  after  which  he  resided  for 
one  year  in  La  Salle  County,  working  as  a  farm 
hand  by  the  month.  The  year  1868  witnessed  his 
arrival  in  Ford  County,  where  he  has  since  made 
his  home.  He  rented  laud  for  five  years  and  then 
bought  eighty  acres  on  section  4,  Wall  Township, 
where  he  has  since  carried  on  general  farming  and 
stock-raising. 

An  important  event  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Steinmann 
occurred  ere  leaving  his  native  land — his  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Charlotte  Winter,  who  was  born  in 
Sockhausen,  and  reared  in  the  same  neighborhood 


as  her  liusband.  Their  union  was  celebrated  in 
April,  1851,  and  has  I)een  blessed  with  a  family  of 
three  children:  Henry,  who  was  liorn  in  (iermany, 
and  died  in  his  native  land;  IIenr3',  the  second  of 
that  name,  who  was  born  in  (iermany  and  is  a 
merchant  of  Roberts,  111.;  and  Frank,  who  was 
born  in  Ford  County  and  is  still  living  on  the 
home  farm.  The  sons  were  given  good  educations 
both  in  German  and  I'^nglish. 

INIr.  Steinmann  and  his  family  hold  membership 
with  the  Lutheran  Church  and  are  quite  iiromi- 
neut  jieople  in  this  community,  being  held  in  high 
esteem  for  their  sterling  worth.  In  addition  to 
the  |)ropcrty  of  her  liusband,  Mrs.  Stein iiiann  owns 
two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  got  id  laud.  In 
politics,  our  subject  is  a  Republican  and  cast  his 
first  Presidential  vote  for  Gen.  Grant.  He  has 
served  as  School  Director  and  is  a  warm  friend  of 
educational  and  other  interests  calculated  to  bene- 
fit the  community,  but  has  never  sought  public 
office,  preferring  to  devote  his  entire  attention  to 
his  business,  and  the  success  which  has  crowned  his 
efforts  shows  the  wisdom  of  this  course. 


^^  AMUEL  G.   RANDLES,  who  is  now  living 
^^^   a  retired  life  on    his  farm   on   section  18, 
(ll/^)   Patton  Township,  is  one  of  the  representa- 
tive  citizens  and  iionored  pioneers  of  the 
county.     A    native  of   the   Empire  .State,   he  was 
born  in   Washington   County,   under  the  shadows 
of  the  Green   Blountaius,  October  15,   1830.     The 
family    is    of    Irish   (jrigin    and    was    founded    in 
America  by  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Hugh 
Randies,  who  left  his  home  on   the  Emerald  Isle 
and  became  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Washing- 
ton County,  N.  Y. 

In  that  county,  William  Randies,  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  and  reared,  acquiring  a  good  ed- 
ucation in  the  public  schools.  He  .served  as  a  sol- 
dier on  the  north  frontier  in  the  War  of  1812. 
After  he  had  arrived  at  man's  estate,  he  married 
Nancy  Guthrie,  also  a  native  of  New  York,  and 
after  his  marriage  engaged  in  farming  in  Washing- 
ton County,  where  he  reared  his  family  and  spent 
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the  greater  part  of  his  life.  The  death  of  his  wife 
occurred  in  1857,  and  in  1868  he  came  to  Illinois 
and  spent  two  ^^ears  witli  his  son,  but  on  the  ex- 
piration of  that  period  returned  to  his  old  home, 
where  he  resided  until  his  death  in  1871),  an  hon- 
ored and  respected  old  gentleman.  He  held  dur- 
ing his  life  several  local  official  positions  of  honor 
and  trust  and  was  a  lifelong  member  of  the  Pres- 
liyterian  t'hureh,  in  the  work  of  whicii  he  took  an 
active  interest. 

Our  subject  is  the  third  in  order  of  birth  in  a 
famil}'  of  six  sons  and  two  daughters,  of  whom 
four  sons  are  yet  living.  He  grew  to  manhood  in 
his  native  county  and  his  youth  was  spent  upon 
a  farm  and  in  atteud,ance  at  the  common  school, 
lie  afterwards  completed  his  education  in  a  higher 
school  in  his  native  State.  He  then  engaged  in 
teaching,  which  profession  he  followed  for  several 
years  during  the  winter  months,  while  in  the  sum- 
mer season  he  worked  upon  a  farm.  When  he 
had  attained  to  man's  estate,  he  engaged  in  clerk- 
ing for  about  a  year,  when  the  sickness  of  his 
father  called  him  from  the  store  to  the  liome  farm, 
and  he  afterwards  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 
in   [lartnership  with  his  brothers  for  several  years. 

On  tlie  30th  of  November,  1864,  Mr.  Randies 
and  Miss  Margaret  P.  Barkley  were  married.  The 
lady  was  also  a  native  of  Washington  County,  N.  Y., 
and  a  daughter  of  Robert  Barkley,  who  was  born 
on  the  Emerald  Isle  and  came  to  the  United  States 
wlieu  a  young  man.  In  1867,  Mr.  Randies  brought 
his  family  to  Ford  County,  III.,  locating  on  a  farm 
adjoining  the  then  small  village  of  Paxton.  His 
land  was  but  slightly  improved,  but  he  has  had  it 
tiled,  built  good  barns  and  other  outbuildings,  a 
comfortable  residence,  and  made  other  improve- 
ments which  have  transformed  the  farm  into  one 
of  the  valuable  places  in  the  county.  With  the 
exception  of  one  j'ear  spent  in  mercantile  pursuits 
in  Paxton,  he  lias  devoted  his  energies  to  nothing 
but  agricultural  pursuits.  However,  he  is  now  liv- 
ing a  retired  life  after  many  years  spent  in  faith- 
ful labor  which  brought  him  a  comfortable  compe- 
tence and  now  enables  liim  to  rest  from  active 
business. 

In  188.3,  Mr.  Randies  was  called  upon  to  mourn 
the  loss  of  his  wife.     Two  children  had  been  born 


of  that  union:  Willie,  wlio  died  at  the  age  of  six 
months,  in  1868,  and  Ilattic,  who  died  IMay  2, 
187i),  in  her  fifteenth  year.  On  the  8th  of  Jul3', 
18'.(l,Mr.  Handles  was  again  married,  his  second 
union  being  with  Mrs.  ]>ucretia  Wilson,  who  was 
born  and  reared  in  Indiana.  Her  father,  John 
Castle,  was  a  native  of  South  Carolina  and  became 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  Hoosier  State.  He 
removed  with  his  family  to  Iowa  when  his  daugh- 
ter was  a  maiden  of  sixteen  summers.  In  Albia, 
Monroe  County,  that  State,  she  afterwards  became 
the  wife  of  Uavid  Wilson,  who  was  one  of  the  boj's 
in  lilue  during  the  late  war,  serving  in  an  Indiana 
regiment.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson  afterwards  came 
to  Ford  County,  and  engaged  in  farming  in  Pat- 
ton  Township  for  a  number  of  years  prior  to  his 
death.  Two  children  were  born  unto  them  but 
both  are  now  deceased:  Anna  Eudora,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  ten  years,  and  Laura  Amanda,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  six  years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Randies  are  members  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Paxton,  of  which  he  is  an 
Elder.  This  worthy  couple  rank  high  in  social 
circles  and  are  well  and  favorably  known  through- 
out the  community,  being  greatly  esteemed  by 
their  many  friends.  Thej^  well  deserve  represen- 
tation in  this  volume  and  it  is  with  pleasure  that 
we  record  their  sketch- 


jBHBlSl;^^ 


f/p^  HAKLES  A.  NORDGREN  is  a  member  of 
tlie  firm  of  R.  Cruzen  cfe  Co.,  hardware 
merchants  of  Paxton,  and  is  recognized  as 
one  of  the  leading  business  men  of  the  pLace.  His 
life  record  is  as  follows:  He  was  born  in  Wester- 
gotland,  Sweden,  on- the  23d  of  October,  1861, 
and  is  a  son  of  Charles  and  Caroline  Nordgren. 
He  received  liberal  educational  advantages,  pur- 
suing a  collegiate  course  in  Joukoping  College, 
and,  at  the  age  of  twenty,  crossed  the  Atlantic  to 
America.  This  was  in  1881.  The  first  year  after 
his  arrival  in  tlie  United  States  was  spent  in  Chi- 
cago and  in  1882,  he  came  to  Paxton,  where  he 
secured  a  position  as  salesman  with  the  hardware 
firm  of  Clarke  &  Cruzen,  serving  these  gentlemen 


iA^^  az/i  £( 


^'(yi^ixM) 


^t^  J.^^ 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD 


553 


in  that  capacity  until  1890,  when  he  bought  an 
iiilei-cst  ill  the  business  and  lias  since  been  a  luem- 
liei'  of  tlie  (inn. 

On  the  11th  oC  Feljiuary,  1885,  Mr.  Nordgren 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Emma  S.  Erickson, 
a  daughter  of  John  Erickson.  The  lady  is  also  a 
native  of  Sweden  and,  when  a  maiden,  came  to 
America,  taking  up  her  residence  in  Paxton.  The 
father  of  our  subject  died  in  the  Old  Country  but 
his  mother  still  survives  and  is  j'et  living  in  Swe- 
den. 

Since  becoming  an  American  citizen,  Mr.  Nord- 
gien  has  held  the  vi(!ws  of  the  Republican  party 
but  has  never  sought  or  desired  official  preferment. 
Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  Paxton  Cnmi),  M.  W.  A., 
and  he  and  his  wife  hold  membership  with  the  I>van- 
gelical  Lutheran  Church  of  this  place.  An  active 
young  Inisiness  man  is  Mr.  Nordgron  and  a  thor- 
ough master  of  his  business,  and  he  also  maintains 
an  excellent  reputation  for  integrity  and  fair  and 
lionest  dealing.  The  firm  receives  a  liberal  pat- 
ronage, of  which  it  is  well  deserving. 


^AMF:S  R  FOLEY,  one  of  the  substantial 
farmers  of  Drummer  Township,  who  is  also 
extensively  engaged  in  the  breeduig  of  fine 
horses,  owns  a  pleasant  home  on  section  20. 
He  was  born  in  Adams  County,  Ohio,  October  30, 
1817,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Rachel  (Burnside) 
Foley,  natives  of  Washington  Count}-,  Pa.  They 
were  married  in  that  county  in  181:4.  Shortly 
afterward  they  removed  to  Ohio,  and  when  our 
subject  was  a  child  of  three  summers,  came  to  Illi- 
nois, locating  on  a  farm  in  Putnam  County,  where 
they  resided  until  1891.  In  that  year,  they  re- 
moved to  Gibson  City,  where  they  are  now  living 
retired.  Both  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  are  highlj'  respected  people.  In  his 
political  alliliations,  Mr.  Foley  is  a  Ke|)ublican,and 
is  a  very  prominent  citizen.  The  children  of  the 
family, eight  in  number,  are  as  follows:  Mary,  now 
deceased;  James,  of  tliis  sketch;  INIartin,  William 
C,  Martha,  Anna,  Elmer  and  Fiank.  In  the  usual 
manner  of  farmer  lads,  James  B.  Foley  was  reared 
23 


to  manhood.  His  primary  education,  acquired  in 
the  common  schools  of  the  neighborhood,  was  sup- 
plemented by  a  year's  study  in  the  Normal  School, 
of  Normal,  III.,  and  one  j'ear  in  the  University  of 
Illinois,  and  he  was  thus  well  fitted  for  business. 
He  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  twenty- 
two  years  of  age,  when  he  started  out  in  life  for 
himself  and  engaged  in  farming  through  the  sum- 
mer months  and  teaching  in  the  winter  season,  fol- 
lowing the  latter  profession  for  eight  terms.  An 
important  event  in  his  life  occurred  on  the  24th 
of  December,  1874,  when  was  celebrated  his  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Olive  Skeel,  who  was  born  in  Put- 
nam County,  111.,  and  is  a  daughter  of  L.  B.  and 
Flora  (Morrison)  Skeel,  who  were  of  Welsh  and 
Scotch  descent.  Two  children  have  been  born  of 
their  union,  but  Frank  V.,  the  3'ounger  son,  is  now 
deceased.     John  L.  is  still  with  his  parents. 

In  1874,  Mr.  Foley  came  to  this  county  and  is 
now  numbered  among  its  most  substantial  farmers. 
He  owns  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  valuable 
land,  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  well 
improved,  and  in  connection  with  general  farming, 
he  makes  a  specialty  of  the  breeding  of  fine  horses. 
In  1887,  he  made  a  trii»  to  England  to  purchase 
heavy  draft  horses.  He  now  has  fifteen  full-blooded 
shire  horses  on  his  farm.  Mrs.  Foley  accompanied 
him  to  the  old  world.  They  visited  Glasgow, 
Edinburg,  Perth,  Sterling  and  Aberdeen,  in  Scot- 
land, and  Manchester,  Liverpool,  Leeds,  Rugby  and 
Sheffield,  England.  The^-  si)ent  four  days  in  the 
city  of  London,  being  present  at  the  time  of 
Queen  Victoria's  Jubilee,  in  September,  1887,  when 
was  celebrated  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  her  reign. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fole}'  were  admitted  to  see  the  pres- 
ents given  the  <  Jueen. 

Mr.  Foley  has  led  a  busy  life,  yet  has  found 
time  to  serve  his  fellow-citizens  in  i)ublic  posi- 
tions, having  filled  the  offices  of  Highway  Com- 
missioner and  School  Trustee.  In  politics,  he  is  a 
Republican  and  one  of  the  stalwart  advocates  of 
that  party's  principles.  Himself  and  wife  are 
prominent  members  and  active  workers  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  Mr.  Foley  has  served  as 
an  officer  both  in  ctiurcli  and  Sunday-school.  In 
May,  1892,  he  was  one  of  the  commissioners 
elected  by  the  Bloomington  Presbytery  as  its  rep- 
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resesentatives  to  the  One  Hunclred  and  Fourth 
General  Assembly  of  the  Presbj'terian  Chuieli.  His 
wife  accompanied  him.  They  made  tbe  journey 
by  way  of  the  Uuion  P.icific  Railroad  and  returned 
by  the  Northern  Pacific.  Mr.  Foley  is  a  charitable 
.and  benevolent  man,  public-spirited  and  progres- 
sive, and  has  the  contldence  of  all  with  whom  he 
has  come  in  contact. 


r'RANK  S.  DAVIS,  one  of  the  oldest  native 
^•j  citizens  of  Ford  County,  and  a  resident  of 
Gibson  City,  was  l)oru  in  Drummer  Town- 
ship, September  24,  1859.  He  is  a  son  of  Dr.  .J.  E. 
and  Ellen  (Hall)  Davis,  the  former  a  native  of 
Dublin,  Ohio,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  and  in 
early  life  began  the  study  of  medicine,  later  grad- 
uating from  the  Cincinnati  Eclectic  Medical  Col- 
lege. Soon  after  his  graduation,  he  went  South  and 
l)racticed  in  Rodney  and  Grand  Gulf,  Miss.,  and 
during  the  cholera  scourge  remained  at  his  post  of 
duty,  while  many  other  doctors  fled  the  country. 

In  Mississippi,  Dr.  Davis  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Hall,  a  native  of  Indiana.  About  1849, 
the  Doctor  came  to  Saybrook,  JMcLean  Countj^, 
111.,  there  practicing  about  a  year,  when  he  came 
to  Ford  County.  He  had  an  extensive  practice 
and,  as  he  .accumulated  means,  bought  land,  until 
he  owned  seven  hundred  and  five  acres,  which  he 
greatly  improved  and  cultivated.  He  w.is  also 
agent  for  much  of  the  land  in  this  county.  Through 
him,  .7.  B.  Lott  bought  the  tract  on  which  Gibson 
City  was  built.  He  is  a  liighly  esteemed  citizen 
and  has  been  called  upon  to  fill  many  official  posi- 
tions of  honor  and  trust  in  the  county,  including 
that  of  Supervisor  and  many  minor  ones.  In  pol- 
itics, he  was  a  Whig  in  early  life,  but  since  the  rise 
of  the  Republican  party  has  been  one  of  its  stanch 
advocates.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  convention 
that  nominated  "Dick"  Yates  for  Governor,  being 
one  of  his  earnest  supporters.  On  account  of 
rheumatism,  he  has  had  to  abandon  his  practice 
and  for  the  last  two  years  has  lived  a  retired  life. 
Socially,  he  is  a   member  of  the  Masonic  order. 

Until   1875,  Dr.  Davis    remained  on  his  farm, 


which  he  then  sold.  In  addition  to  farming  and 
jiracticing  medicine,  he  was  extensively  engaged  in 
liandling  live  slock,  in  partnership  with  another. 
Financial  reverses  overtook  them  and,  as  the  Doc- 
tor was  a  res[)0nsible  man,  it  devolved  upon  him 
to  pay  $21,(100,  which  took  nearly  all  the  accumu- 
lations of  his  many  years  of  toil  and  sacrifice. 
Coming  to  Gibson  City,  he  practiced  medicine, 
while  liis  wife  and  son  ran  tlie  Ganlt  House,  but 
in  1881,  he  removed  to  Bloomington,  remaining 
there  two  years  and  then  went  to  Chicago,  where 
he  and  his  wife  still  live.  He  was  a  very  successful 
physician  and  during  his  entire  practice  never 
lost  a  case  of  lung  fever.  The  Doctor  and  his  wife 
are  consistent  members  of  the  Methodist  Cliuich. 
In  their  faniil>-  were  eiglit  children,  of  whom 
seven  still  survive,  four  sons  and  three  daughters. 

Frank  S.  Davis,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
reared  to  manhood  on  his  father's  farm  and  re- 
ceived his  literary  education  in  the  district  schools 
of  tliis  count}'.  With  his  parents,  he  came  to 
Gibson  City,  and  assisted  his  mother  in  running 
the  hotel,  but  when  his  ]iarents  moved  to  Bloom- 
ington, he  went  to  Grundy  County,  111.,  where  he 
clerked  in  a  grocery  store  and  assisted  in  carrying 
on  a  creamery.  Returning  to  Gibson  City,  he 
there  remained  for  a  time  and  then  removed  to  a 
farm  which  he  carried  on  until  1891,  when  he 
went  to  Vermilion  Parish,  La.,  there  purchasing 
rice  land.  Rheumatism  caused  him  again  to  re- 
turn to  Gibson  City,  where  he  is  now  engaged  as  a 
book-keeper  for  the  firm  of  Kisser,  Holmes  & 
White,  Grain  Elevator  Company. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Davis  was  celebrated  in 
Gibson  City,  on  the  2d  of  December,  1880,  when 
he  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss  Ida  K.  Meeks,  a 
native  of  McLean  County,  and  a  daughter  of  Win- 
ston and  Cheurissa  (Crigler)  Meeks.  Her  parents 
were  both  born  in  Virginia  and  came  in  tiie  same 
colony  to  Mc  Lean  County,  in  1850,  which  they 
made  their  home  until  1873,  when  they  came  to 
this  county,  where  the  father  afterward  died  and 
the  mother  still  makes  her  home.  Of  the  four 
children  born  to  this  worthy  couple,  Mrs.  Davis  is 
the  eldest.  The  family  circle  of  our  subject  and 
his  wife  has  been  increased  by  the  birth  of  six 
children:  Earl  M.,  Mamie  R.,  Tottie  M.,  Thomas  E., 
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Dora  D.  and  Edna  M.  The  mother  of  tliis  family 
holdj  membership  with  the  Cu'mberlaud  Pi-csb^v- 
terian  Church  and  talies  an  active  interest  in  its 
work. 

Tn  political  sentiment,  Mr.  Davis  is  a  Reiiublican, 
and  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  tliat  partly.  He  has 
served  a  year  as  Town  Clerk  and  a  year  as  City 
Clerk.  In  social  circles,  he  ranks  higli  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Modern 
Woodmen. 


AMUEL  W.  NEWLIN,  a  contractor  and 
builder,  residing  in  Paxton,  is  one  of  the 
D)  well-known  citizens  and  business  men  of 
Ford  County,  and  we  feel  assured  tliat  this 
record  of  his  life  will  be  received  with  interest  by 
many  of  our  readers.  lie  was  born  in  Montgom- 
ery Counts',  Ind.,  on  the  18th  of  October,  1834, 
and  is  of  English  descent.  His  father,  .John  New- 
lin,  was  a  native  of  Ohio,  the  Ncwlin  familj'  being 
numbered  among  the  earl}-  settlers  of  the  Buckej'e 
State.  He  tliere  grew  to  manhood  and,  after  at- 
taining to  mature  years,  wedded  JMary  Denniston, 
also  a  native  of  Ohio.  They  removed  thence  to 
Indiana,  locating  in  Waynetown,  Montgomery 
County-,  whore  Mr.  Newlin  followed  his  trade  of 
coopering,  and  also  operated  a  farm  which  he 
owned  close  b}'.  He  lost  his  wife  about  183'J,  and, 
after  a  few  3'ears,  married  again.  Subsequently, 
he  removed  to  Fountain  County,  Ind.,  and  later 
to  Putnam  County,  111.,  where  his  death  occurred 
in   1854. 

After  the  death  of  his  mother,  Samuel  Newlin 
went  to  live  with  an  aunt,  witli  wiiom  he  resided 
until  about  fourteen  years  of  age,  when  the  lady 
was  called  to  her  final  rest.  Two  years  later,  he 
began  serving  an  apprenticeship  to  the  carpenter's 
trade,  working  for  a  term  of  three  years.  He  then 
continued  to  follow  his  cho>en  trade  in  Indiana 
until  1857,  when  he  went  to  Kansas  and  w.as  em- 
liloyed  as  a  cariienter  and  builder  in  Atchison 
until  the  war.  Prompted  by  |)atriotic  impulses 
and    desiring  to  aid   his  country  in   her  efforts  to 


preserve  the  Union,  he  enlisted,  on  the  8th  of 
September,  18G1,  as  a  member  of  Company  C, 
Eighth  Kansas  Infantry,  serving  until  his  discharge 
in  September,  1864.  For  the  first  eighteen  months 
he  was  on  guard  duty  on  the  frcmtier  of  Kansas. 
He  participated  in  the  battle  of  Chickamauga, 
where  he  received  a  gun-shot  wound  in  the  foot 
which  disabled  him  for  further  service,  and  for 
several  months  he  was  in  the  hospital  in  Louis- 
ville, Ky.  He  then  went  to  Leavenworth,  Kan., 
where  he  was  mustered  out,  his  three-years'  term  of 
enlistment  having  expired. 

After  receiving  his  discharge,  Mr.  Newlin  came 
to  Paxton,  111.,  to  visit  relatives  and  recuperate  his 
health,  which  was  broken  down  through  hard  ser- 
vice, and  after  this  object  was  accomplished,  he 
decided  here  to  locate  and  engage  in  cabinet-mak- 
ing for  a  year.  He  then  turned  his  attention  to 
carpentering,  and  for  a  (juarter  of  a  century  has 
been  one  of  the  leading  contractors  and  builders 
of  Paxton.  For  the  first  ten  years,  his  work  was 
mostly  in  the  adjoining  country,  but  since  that 
time  he  has  been  employed  almost  exclusively  in  the 
city  and  some  of  the  best  residences  of  Paxton  are 
his  handiwork. 

A  marri.age  ceremony,  performed  October  29, 
1869,  united  the  destinies  of  Mr.  Newlin  and  Miss 
May  A.  Copeland,  who  was  born  in  New  York  City, 
but  was  reared  and  educated  in  Ohio  and  Illinois, 
coming  to  this  State  when  a  maiden  of  thirteen 
summers.  Unto  our  subject  and  his  wife  have 
been  born  five  children:  Frederick  F.,  a  well-edu- 
cated young  man,  now  studying  dentistry  in  Pax- 
ton; Willie  E.,  a  graduate  of  the  Paxton  High 
School,  now  working  at  the  carpenter's  trade  with 
his  father;  (lertrude  L.  and  Blyrtle  15.,  who  attend 
the  home  schools.  They  also  lost  three  children  in 
infancy  orcarly  childhood,  namely:  Evalina,  Leona 
and  Harry. 

Mr.  Newlin  cast  his  (irst  Presidential  ballot  for 
Oen.  U.  S.  Grant,  and  has  since  been  identified 
with  the  Republican  party.  As  every  true  Ameri- 
can citizen  should  do,  he  feels  an  interest  in  [loliti- 
cal  affairs  but  has  never  sought  or  desired  prefer- 
ment for  himself.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Congregational  Church  of  Paxton,  and  he  also 
belongs  to  the  Grand  Army  Post  and  the  JNLasonic 
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ordei-s  of  this  city.  Mr.  Newlin  is  well  and  favora- 
bly known  as  a  straightforward  business  man 
whose  dealings  have  ever  been  C'liaracterized  by 
uprightness, and  both  in  business  and  social  circles 
he  is  h;ghl3'  esteemed. 


^p^EORGE  W.  i;.  ,H)11NS0N,  Road  Comniis- 
jll  ^— .  sioner  of  Drummer  Township,  was  born  in 
^^  McLean  County,  111.,  July  16,  1845,  and  is 
a  son  of  Isaac  and  Margaret  (Barnett)  .lohnson. 
The  former  was  born  in  Kentucky,  where  his  par- 
ents were  married,  but  his  father  was  from  Ireland 
and  his  mother  from  Wales.  In  his  native  State, 
Isaac  Johnson  grew  to  manhood  and  married  Miss 
Barnett,  who  was  also  a  native  of  Kentucky, 
though  her  father  was  of  English  and  her  mother 
of  German  extraction.  Her  father,  Moses  Barnett, 
was  an  extensive  liorse-raiser  and  the  Morgan 
stock  of  horses  is  traced  back  to  Barnett 's  "Money 
Changer."  Among  the  first  settlers  of  McLean 
County,  111.,  were  Mr.  Barnett  and  his  family,  and 
prior  to  "the  winter  of  the  deep  snow,"  1830,  the 
Johnson  famil\'  also  came  to  the  same  county,  both 
families  locating  in  the  same  community.  John- 
sou's  Point  of  Buckle's  Grove  was  named  in  honor 
of  Isaac  Johnson's  father.  Both  the  Johnsons  and 
Barnetts  passed  througli  all  the  hardships  of  pio- 
neer life  in  Illinois,  and  so  scarce  were  the  ordinary- 
implements  used  on  a  farm,  that  Margaret  Barnett 
rode  fifteen  miles  on  horseback  to  borrow  an 
auger. 

In  McLean  County,  111.,  Isaac  Johnson  and  ^liss 
IMargaret  Barnett  were  married  in  183.3,  he  being 
nineteen  j-ears  of  age  and  she  seventeen.  They  be- 
gan their  domestic  life  in  an  old-time  log  cabin. 
In  his  younger  jears,  Sir.  Joiinson  farmed,  but  later 
worked  at  the  plasterer's  trade.  Though  deprived 
of  school  advantages,  he  became  a  well-informed 
man,  especialh'  in  the  Scriptures,  and  for  many 
\'ears  was  a  local  minister  in  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Church.  For  six  or  seven  years  I'cfore  his  death, 
he  was  an  invalid  from  rljeumatism  and  heart 
trouble  and  was  called  to  his  final  rest  in  1864.  In 
politics,  he  was  first  a  Whig,  and  subsequently  an 


Abolitionist,  but  on  the  organization  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  lie  joined  its  ranks  and  became  one 
of  its  stalwart  supporters.  Ilis  wife,  who  was  also 
a  member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  died 
in  1888.  In  tlieir  family  were  thirteen  children, 
seven  sons  and  six  daughters,  of  whom  nine  are 
still  living.  Five  of  the  boys  served  their  country 
during  tlie  late  war,  the  eldest,  William  G.,  being 
a  member  of  Company  C,  One  Hundred  and 
Seventh  Illinois  Infantr}',  serving  in  the  caiiacity 
of  a  blacksmith;  Andrew  joined  Company  C, 
Twentieth  Illinois  Infantry,  and  after  serving  a 
short  time  was  discharged  on  account  of  disability; 
Thomas  served  in  Company  C,  Twentieth  Illinois 
Infantry,  three  years,  and  then  veteranized  hut 
died  in  Andersonville  Prison,  on  the  14th  of 
Februarj-,  1864;  Joshua  H.  served  three  years  in 
Compan\-  I,  Thirty-ninth  Illinois  Infantry,  and 
then   veteranized,  serving   in  all  nearly  five  years. 

George  W.  B.  Johnson,  who  served  in  the  same 
compaii}-,  is  the  sixth  child  in  the  above  famih'. 
He  was  reared  McLean  Count}-  and  received  his 
education  in  the  old  log  schoolhouse.  When  four- 
teen \ears  of  age,  he  began  carrying  mail  from 
Bloomington  to  Champaign  on  horseback,  a  dis- 
tance of  fifty-one  miles,  making  the  trip  twice  a 
week,  and  was  thus  engaged  for  three  jears. 

In  .\ugust,  1863,  Mr.  Johnson  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany I,  Tliirty-nintli  Illinois  Infantry,  and  his 
regiment  nas  sent  to  the  Army  of  the  James.  The 
first  battle  in  which  he  particip.ated  was  Bermud:<l 
Hundred, and  was  followed  by  the  battles  of  Duras 
Bluff,  Weir  Bottom  Church,  siege  of  Petersburg, 
Dee[)  Bottom,  Chapen's  Farm,  and  Darliytown 
Crossroads,  where  he  was  wounded  in  tlie  left  knee, 
injuring  him  for  life.  This  was  followed  liy  tlie 
battles  of  Ft.  Gregg  and  Appomattox  Court 
House.  In  all,  he  was  in  t wen t}-- three  engage- 
ments, or  in  all  in  which  his  regiment  took  part 
after  he  joined  it.  He  was  discharged  at  Richmond, 
on  the  2d  of  May,  1865. 

Returning  to  McLean  County,  Mr.  Johnson  en- 
gaged in  farming,  and  on  the  3d  of  April,  1867, 
married  Sarah  Ferguson,  a  native  of  Ohio.  By 
this  union  were  born  nine  children,  five  of  whom 
are  still  living:  Ernest  E.,  John  I.,  Harry  F.,  Maiy 
E.  and  Georgie  B.     Upon  his  marriage,  our  subject 


<ft*^ 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


559 


came  to  Ford  County,  where  lie  superintended  the 
breaking  and  improving  of  a  large  farm,  but  a 
year  later  returned  to  McLean  County  and  carried 
on  mole  ditching.  In  1870,  he  again  came  to  Ford 
County  and  engaged  in  farming,  but  in  the  year 
1875,  he  superintended  one  of  the  Sullivant  farms 
in  Sullivant  Township.  The  following  year,  he 
came  to  Gibson  City,  since  which  time  he  has  been 
engaged  in  dealing  in  live  stock. 

On  tlie  27tli  of  December,  1888,  Mrs.  .lohnson 
was  called  home,  being  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Ciuirch.  Mr.  -Tohnson  was 
ag.-iin  married,  August  22,  1889,  to  Mrs.  Sarah  Z. 
Brickey,  daughter  of  Lemuel  N.  and  Eisa  A.  (Brad- 
ford) Bishop.  Mrs.  Johnson  was  born  in  Me- 
clianicsburg.  Champaign  County,  Ohio,  August  19, 
1849,  and  when  two^^and  a  half  years  old  came 
witli  her  parents  to  McLean  County,  III.,  where,  on 
the  28lh  of  December,  1809,  she  wedded  John  II. 
Bi'iekev,  who  was  a  school  teacher  by  profession. 
He  was  a  stanch  Democrat  in  political  sentiment 
and  was  Assessor  of  his  township  for  eight  years. 
He  departed  this  life  October  1,  1883,  beloved  by 
all  who  knew  him. 

Mr.  Johnson  is  a  Repulilican  in  [lolitics  and 
takes  an  active  interest  in  the  success  of  that  party 
l>ut  has  never  been  an  office-seeker.  In  1891,  he 
was  chosen  Road  Commissioner  and  is  now  filling 
that  office  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 
Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  Lott  Post  No.  7(1 
G.  A.  R.,  of  Gibs<m  City,  in  which  he  has  filled  the 
office  of  Vice-Commander. 

i'  C.  LINN,  who  is  engaged  in  general  fann- 
ing and  stock-raising  on  section  32,  Pella 
^,^1  ,  Township,  was  born  in  Beach  Creek,  Clin- 
^^  ton  County,  Pa.,  June  12, 1830.  His  father, 
Thomas  Linn,  was  a  native  of  Centre  County,  and 
engaged  in  farming  and  chopping  wood  for  an  iron 
furnace.  He  married  Rachel  Laymon,  also  a  na- 
tive of  the  Keystone  State,  and  in  1857  came  with 
his  family  to  the  West,  locating  in  Piattville, Ken- 
dall County,  111.,  where  he  resided  for  several 
years.     The  last  six  \ears  of  his  life  were  spent  in 


Chatsworth,  where  he  died  in  1885.  He  was  a  life- 
long Democrat  and  was  a  good  business  man.  His 
wife,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
passed  away  two  years  before  the  death  of  her 
husband.  The3-  liad  a  family  of  four  sons  and  two 
daughters:  Joseph,  who  is  now  living  in  Colorado; 
J.  C,  of  this  sketch;  Thomas,  who  served  in  the 
army  and  died  from  the  eflfects  of  its  hardships; 
Harris,  a  resident  of  Livingston  County;  Mrs.  Sa- 
rah .Sanders,  and  Mrs.  Mary  Barnum,  a  widow  of 
Livingston  County. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  Mr.  Linn 
whose  name  heads  this  record.  He  was  reared  to 
manhood  ujion  a  farm  in  Clinton  County,  and  ac- 
quiied  his  education  in  the  common  schools,  which 
he  attended  only  in  the  winter  season,  his  way 
leading  over  the  ridges  and  hills  of  that  commun- 
ity. He  remained  at  home  until  he  had  attained 
his  majority  and  then  started  out  in  life  for  him- 
self. He  has  been  twice  married.  In  Clinton 
Count}',  he  wedded  Miss  Elizabeth  Gulbreth,  who 
died  in  Pennsylvania,  leaving  one  son,  William, 
who  is  now  a  farmer  of  Pella  Township.  Mr.  Linn 
was  again  married,  October  9,  185G,  in  Center 
County,  Pa.,  his  second  union  being  with  Drusilla 
Linn,  a  native  of  Clinton  County,  and  a  daughter 
of  James  and  Mary  Linn,  both  of  whom  are  living 
in  Pennsylvania. 

Immediately  after  their  marriage,  our  subject 
and  his  wife  started  for  Illinois  and  made  a  loca- 
tion in  Kendall  County,  where  Mr.  Linn  engaged 
in  operating  his  father's  farm  for  a  time.  He  after- 
ward rented  land,  upon  which  he  resided  until  1869, 
when  he  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
raw  prairie  on  section  32,1'ella  Township.  His  labors 
since  that  time  have  developed  the  wild  tract  into  a 
rich  and  fertile  farm.  A  neat  residence  has  lieen  built, 
shade,  fruit  and  ornamental  trees  set  out,  and  the 
farm  has  been  divided  into  fields  of  convenient 
size  by  good  fences.  In  connection  with  general 
farming,  JMr.  Linn  engages  in  stock-raising. 

Nine  children  have  been  born  unto  our  subject 
and  his  wife:  George,  who  was  born  in  Kendall 
County,  is  employed  on  the  railroad  at  Savannah; 
Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  Elias  Do.ane,  of  La  Salle 
County;  Oscar  married  Stella  Davis  and  resides  in 
Cass  Count}',  N.  Dak.;  Belle   is  the  wife  of  Ileber 
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Allen,  of  Pella  Townsliip;    Morris,  Nellie,  Jennie, 
Ii-ene  and  Bessie  are  still  at  home. 

Mr.  Linn  east  his  first  Presidential  vote  in  1852 
for  Franklin  Pierce,  voted  for  J.  C.  Fremont  in 
1856,  and  since  that  time  has  generally  supported 
the  Democratic  part\'.  He  has  been  a  resident  of 
Ford  Conn tj- since  1869,  has  aided  in  the  advance- 
ment of  its  public  enterprises,  has  ever  borne 
his  share  in  its  development  and  upbuilding,  and 
schools  and  chnrclies  have  found  in  him  a  friend. 


F 


EIXnOLD  A.  KEITZMANN,  a  prominent 
and  leading  farmer,  residing  on  section  16, 
<^  \\\  AVall  Township,  Ford  County,  is  a  native 
^  of  Germanjr.  He  was  born  in  Schonlanke, 
Prussia,  on  the  9th  of  May,  1838.  His  father.  Michael 
Keitzmann,  was  born  in  the  same  country,  where 
he  married  Miss  Mina  Yerke.  who  died  in  that 
country  in  1855.  Michael  Keitzmann  spent  his 
entire  life  in  Germany  and  there  e'ngaged  in  farm- 
ing until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1856,  when 
he  was  fort}'  years  of  age.  He  and  his  wife  were 
both  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  were 
the  parents  of  eight  children,  three  of  whom  are 
now  deceased.  Those  living  are  Julia,  who  resides 
in  Germany;  our  subject  is  next  in  order  of  birth; 
Mina  and  William,  who  still  reside  in  their  native 
land;  Hulda,  and  Bertha,  who  makes  her  home  in 
German}'. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  farm 
labor  and  attended  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
land  until  fourteen  3'ears  of  age,  in  accordance 
with  the  laws  of  that  countr}-.  After  leaving  the 
schoolroom,  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 
for  some  time  and  then  entered  the  German  army. 
He  served  in  the  war  with  Austria  in  1864,  re- 
maining in  the  service  seven  months,  and  partici- 
pating in  several  important  battles. 

In  1866,  Mr.  Keitzmann  decided  to  try  his  for- 
tune in  America,  and  therefore  set  sail  from  Ham- 
burg, and  after  a  vo^-age  of  fourteen  days  landed 
in  New  York  City.  He  did  not  remain  in  the  East, 
but  came  directly  to  Illinois,  going  to  Mai-shall 
Count}',  where  he  worked  b}'  the  month  as  a  farm- 


hand. He  came  to  this  country  empty-handed 
and  has  had  to  make  his  own  wa}-  in  the  world. 
After  farming  in  that  county  for  several  years,  he 
came  to  Ford  County  in  1875,  and  purchased  a 
farm,  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  flue  land, 
which  has  now  been  his  home  for  nearly  twenty 
years.  He  is  a  successful  farmer  and  is  highly  es- 
teemed b}'  his  neighbors  and  friends  for  his  sterling 
worth.  He  is  progressive  and  industrious  and  is 
one  of  the  self-made  men  of  the  community.  He 
now  carries  on  general  farming  and  his  land  is  un- 
der a  high  state  of  cultivation. 

Mr.  Keitzmann  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss 
Wilhelmena  .Sabel,  the  marriage  cereraoii}'  being 
performed  in  Marshall  County,  in  1872.  The  lady 
is  a  native  of  the  same  country  as  her  husband, 
and  by  her  marriage  has  become  the  mother  of 
nine  children,  of  whom  seven  are  still  living: 
William,  who  assists  his  father  in  the  management 
of  the  home  place;  Augusta,  Emil,  Alvena,  Rein- 
hold,  Otto  and  Eddie,  who  are  still  with  their  par- 
ents. The  children  have  all  received  good  educa- 
tional advantages,  both  in  the  English  and  Ger- 
man languages. 

Our  subject  was  formerly  a  Republican  in  politics, 
casting  his  first  vote  for  James  A.  Garfield,  but 
now  affiliates  with  the  Democracy  and  is  a  stanch 
supijorter  of  Grover  Cleveland,  for  whom  he  voted. 
He  and  his  family  hold  membership  with  the  Ger- 
man Lutheran  Church  of  Melvin.  and  are  highly 
respected  people  of  this  communit}',  where  tlicy 
are  widel}-  and  favorably  known. 


ILTON  D.  WORRELL,  Postmaster  of  Gib- 
son City  since  February  10,  1891,  was 
born  in   Wheeling,  in  what  is  now  West 

Virginia,  April  11,  1836,  and  is  a  son  of 
Samuel  and  Isabella  (McLean)  Worrell.  His  par- 
ents were  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  when  our 
subject  was  a  year  and  a  half  old,  they  removed 
from  AVheeling  to  Fayette  County,  Ohio.  There 
Milton  D.  passed  his  childhood  and  youth,  receiv- 
ing his  education  in  its  public   schools.     In  1852, 
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he  came  to  Illinois  witli  his  |):irents,  settling  in 
Putnam,  and  later  in  La  Salle  County.  He  was 
employed  in  farming  until  the  fall  of  1859,  when, 
while  threshing,  he  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his 
right  arm  near  the  shoulder,  by  ha\'ing  it  caught 
in  the  cylinder  of  a  threshing  machine.  After 
that  lie  worked  at  various  occupations  until  the 
breaking  out  of  the  late  war  for  the  Union,  when 
he  secured  a  place  in  the  Quartermaster's  Depart- 
ment, as  forageniaster,  at  Nicliolasville,  Ky.,  serv- 
ing until  the  close  of  the  war. 

In  1868,  Mr.  Worrell  settled  at  Melvin,  P^)rd 
County,  or  at  what  was  the  site  of  the  present 
village,  and  hauled  lumber  from  Loda  to  build  the 
first  house  of  that  place.  From  Melvin  he  came 
to  Gibson, in  February,  1871,  being  among  the  first 
settlers  of  that  place.  For  the  succeeding  eighteen 
years,  he -was  engaged  in  the  insurance  business  and 
in  official  duties.  He  was  the  first  Constable  in 
the  town;  was  Street  Commissioner  for  four  years; 
for  the  same  length  of  time  served  as  Tax  Collec- 
tor; and  was  Assessor  for  ten  years.  For  four 
years  he  was  a  member  of  the  Town  Board;  Direc- 
tor of  the  School  Board  one  term;  served  for  six 
years  as  Deputy  Sheriff;  was  the  first  Notary  Pub- 
lic of  the  town;  for  twelve  3^ears  was  Justice  of 
the  Peace;  and  has  been  Postmaster  since  February 
10,  1891.  Of  course  he  was  holding  two  or  three 
of  these  offices  at  the  same  time.  These  show  that 
he  is  held  in  high  regard  bj'  his  fellow-citizens  and 
has  filled  all  the  offices  with  credit  to  himself  and 
to  the  satisfaction  of  all. 

Mr.  Worrell  was  united  in  mariiage,  in  Paxton, 
on  the  20tii  of  October,  1868,  to  Miss  .Jennie  Ham- 
ilton, a  daughter  of  Alfred  and  Susan  Hamilton. 
They  have  become  the  parents  of  the  following 
children:  Susie  Janet,  the  eldest,  is  the  wife  of  Her- 
bert Rowlans  of  Melvin,  and  is  the  only  one  of  the 
family  married.  Tlie  younger  members  are  Harry 
F.,  Emma  Isabella,  Milton  Leroy,  Dick  Ray,  Zadie 
Bernice  and  Ralph. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Worrell  is  a  stanch  Republican, 
and  in  religious  seiitiment  is  a  Presbyterian,  as  is 
also  his  wife.  He  holds  membership  with  Gibson 
Lodge  No.  542,  I.  O.  O.  F.  Since  carr.ying  on  tiie 
post-ottice,  our  sulijeet  lias  kept  a  news-stand  and 
a  stock  of  books   and  stationery  in  the  front  i)art 


of  the  oflfice  building  and  has  built  up  a  prosper- 
ous trade  in  that  line.  As  his  record  shows,  he  has 
been  almost  continuously  in  public  office  since 
coming  to  Gibson  City,  and  it  can  be  truthfully 
said  of  him  that  lie  has  discharged  the  various 
duties  of  his  several  offices  with  ability,  impartial 
ity  and  fidelitj'. 


•»^ 
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I  LEXANDER  McELROY,  County  Judge 
[@y4J|  of  Ford  County,  wlio  lias  been  a  resident 
ii  of  Paxton  since  1859,  is  a  native  of  Greene 
County,  Ohio.  He  was  born  October  27, 
1836,  and  is  a  son  of  Daniel  and  Grizella  (John- 
ston) McElroy.  His  father  was  born  near  Peters- 
burg,Va.,  and  removed  to  Ohio  about  1812,  locating 
near  Cedarville.  His  wife,  the  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Nova  Scotia.  Tliey  both  died  in 
the  fall  of   1851,  and   less  tlian  one  montli  apart. 

Judge  McElroy  attended  High  and  select  schools, 
after  which  he  went  to  Antioch  College,  located  in 
Yellow  Springs,  Ohio,  where  he  was  a  student  over 
two  years.  On  the  7th  of  April,  1857,  he  went  to 
Monmouth, 111.,  where  for  two  3ears  he  engaged  in 
reading  law,  and  then  came  to  Paxton,  being  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar  in  September,  1860.  Before 
leaving  Ohio,  he  had  read  law  a  year  with  Col.  J. 
W.  Lowe.  He  established  practice  in  this  place 
and  here  continued  the  prosecution  of  his  profes- 
sion until  elected  Count.y  Judge  in  the  fall  of 
1890,  except  for  three  years,  from  1875  until  1878, 
when  he  was  engaged  in  farming.  He  is  a  Repub- 
lican in  politics,  and  for  ten  years  iias  filled  the 
office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  entered  upon 
the  duties  of  County  Judge  in  December,  1890. 

On  the  10th  of  January,  1866,  Mr.  McElroy  was 
joined  in  wedlock,  in  Paxton,  with  Miss  Mary  E. 
Hanley,  who  was  born  in  Charlestown,  Va.,  and  is 
a  daughter  of  John  Hanley,  a  pioneer  of  Patton 
Townsliip,  now  deceased.  Judge  and  Mrs.  McEl- 
roy have  two  children,  a  son  and  daugliter:  .lohn 
Hanley,  a  graduate  of  tlie  Paxton  High  School,  is 
now  in  the  insurance  business  in  Ciiieago;  and 
Margaret  Grizella,  the  daughter,  is  a  student  of 
tlie   State  Normal  University,  at  Normal,  111.,  and 
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will  graduate  in  tlie  Class  of  '93.  The  .Tudge  and 
his  wife  are  memhers  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Paxton,  and  are  highlj-  respected  mem- 
bers of  society,  their  friends  indeed  being  many. 
He  ranks  high  in  business  circles  and  it  is  with 
pleasure  that  we  present  this  sketch  to  our  readers. 


ellARTv  FOOAR  is  a  practical  and  enterpris- 
ing farmer  residing  in  Paxton,  his  land 
lying  just  without  the  city  limits.  A  na- 
tive of  Sweden,  our  subject  was  born  on  the  28th 
of  Augu-t.  1^^28.  and  is  a  son  of  Swan  and  Sar.ah 
(.Tohnson)  Fogar,  both  f>f  whom  were  also  natives 
of  Sweden.  In  the  family  were  seven  children, 
the  eldest  of  whom  is  the  one  whose  name  heads 
this  record;  .Tolin,  the  second  in  order  of  birth,  is 
still  residing  in  Sweden;  August  is  a  farmer  of  his 
native  land;  Gus  is  eng.iged  in  farming  near  Sib- 
ley, 111.;  Lottie  is  the  wife  of  Alfred  Leingquist,  a 
farmer  residing  in  Patton  Township;  and  two  chil- 
dren died  in  infancy. 

The  suliject  of  this  sketch  spent  the  days  of  his 
boyhood  and  youtli  upon  the  farm,  .and  attended 
school  until  sixteen  ^ears  of  age,  acquiring  a  fan- 
education  in  his  native  tongue.  Under  the  pa- 
rental roof  he  remained  until  twenty-five  years  of 
age,  when  he  determined  to  seek  his  fortune  in 
America.  He  b.ade  good-bye  to  home,  friends  and 
native  land,  and  sailed  for  the  United  States  in 
1853.  After  thirteen  weeks  spent  upon  the  bosom 
of  the  Atlantic,  tlie  vessel  dropped  anclior  in  the 
harbor  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  Fogar  landed  in  the 
New  World.  From  New  York  City  he  went  di- 
rectly to  La  Fayette,  Ind.,  where  he  arrived  with 
only  fifty  cents  in  his  pocket.  He  literalh'  began 
life  in  this  country  empty-h.anded,  and,  in  order 
to  earn  a  livelihood,  lie  began  working  by  the 
month  as  a  farm  hand.  About  seven  years  of  his 
life  were  spent  in  the  vicinitv  of  La  Fayette,  after 
which  he  removed  to  Warren  Count}-,  Ind.,  where 
he  again  engaged  in  farming  tor  about  five  years. 
On  the  expiration  of  that  period  we  find  him  a 
resident  of  Ford  County,  111.  This  was  in  1865. 
He  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Wall  Town- 


ship, on  section  33,  to  which  he  added  till  he  had 
two  hundred  .acres  which  he  still  owns,  and  to  its 
cultivation  and  improvement  devoted  his  energies 
until  1883,  when  he  purchased  forty  acres  of  land 
just  inside  the  city  limits  of  Paxton.  which  is  now 
his  home. 

Mr.  Fogar  has  been  twice  married.  In  1857,  he 
was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss  ]\Iary  I.aixm, 
who  died  in  1864,  leaving  two  children,  daughters, 
Mary  and  Annie.  In  1865,  Mr.  Fogar  w.as  .igaiu 
married,  his  second  union  being  with  Sophia  Peter- 
son. Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  three 
children, namely:  Matilda,  Ilulda  and  Martin.  The 
first  two  children  are  married;  Mary  is  the  wife 
of  .John  P.  Louden,  and  Annie,  the  wife  of  Charles 
Aspergren.  Mrs.  Fogar  had  three  children  li\  a 
former  marriage:  one  deceased;  P^mma,  wife  of 
T.J.Larson;  and  Charles  Peterson,  a  resident  of 
Indiana. 

In  his  political  affiliations,  ISIr.  Fogar  is  a  Repub- 
lican, but  h.as  never  sought  or  desired  public  office, 
and  in  his  religious  views  he  is  a  Lutheran,  belong- 
ing to  tlie  Swedish  Lutheran  Church  of  Paxton. 
He  is  accounted  an  enterprising  and  successful 
farmer,  and  by  industry,  perseverance,  good  man- 
agement and  close  attention  to  business,  has  se- 
cured a  comfortable  competence.  It  was  a  fortu- 
nate day  for  him  when  he  decided  to  emigrate  to 
America,  for  lie  has  here  met  with  prosperity  and 
has  never  yet  had  occasion  to  regret  his  coming. 


ATTINSON,  AVILSON  &  CO.,  liankers  of 
Giltson  City,  111.,  do  a  general  banking 
business,  receive  deposits,  buy  and  sell 
exchange,  loan  money  and  make  collec- 
tions. This  is  a  private  banking  house  and  its  re- 
sponsibility is  based  on  the  large  capital  eniplo_yed 
in  the  business,  and  on  the  large  landed  and  other 
propert3-  ownership  of  its  proprietors  and  their 
good  repute  in  the  fin.ancial  circles  of  the  county 
and  State.  The  bank  was  established  ]\Iarch  8, 
1873,  by  M.  T.  Burwell.  Some  changes  occurred 
in  the  ownership  before  1878.  when  William  .7.  Wil- 
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son  was  admitterl  to  paitncrsliip  and  the  firm  name 
was  made  Biirwell  &  Wilson.  About  two  years 
later,  Edward  Leffel  joined  the  firm,  which  took  the 
title  of  Burwell,  Leffel  it  Co.  In  the  spring  of 
1882,  Mv.  Leffel  retired  and  the  firm  became  Bur- 
well,  Mattinson  ct  Wilson.  That  connection  con- 
tinued until  the  fall  of  that  year,  when  Mr.  Bur- 
well  retired  and  the  existing  firm  of  Mattinson, 
Wilson  ife  Co.  was  formed,  William  J.  AVilson  be- 
ing President  and  Evan  Mattinson,  Cashier.  This 
is  the  oldest  banking  house  in  Gibson  City,  having 
a  continuous  existence  of  nearl^y  twenty  years.  Its 
history  shows  it  to  have  a  successful  career,  while 
the  uniform  course  of  the  bank  has  been  distin- 
guished by  a  fair,  liberal,  yet  conservative  treat- 
ment of  its  patrons,  thereby  winning  in  a  marked 
degree  popular  favor  and  ccmfldence. 


■50" 


,^^  AMUEL  D.  CULBERTSON,  M.  D.,  with 
*■"  "  one  exception,  is  the  oldest  practitirmer  in 
Ford  Count3%  and  in  connection  with  his 
practice  also  carries  on  the  drug  business 
in  Piper  City.  He  was  born  in  Carlisle,  Pa.,  .Sept- 
ember 5,  1839,  and  is  a  son  of  John  Culbertson, 
who  was  born  and  reared  in  the  same  locality,  be- 
ing of  English  descent.  He  followed  farming 
throughout  his  entire  life  and  died  on  the  old  home- 
stead. His  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  [lannah 
Reed.  He  took  qviite  an  active  part  in  politics, 
supporting  the  Democratic  party,  and  was  Associate 
Judge  of  the  county.  He  also  served  in  the  State 
militia  with  the  rank  of  Captain.  In  his  religious 
belief,  he  was  a  United  Presbyterian  and  took  quite 
an  active  part  in  the  growth  of  that  denomination. 
The  Doctor  is  the  fourth  child  in  a  family  of 
eight  children.  He  spent  his  boyhood  daj's  uiion 
a  farm  and  in  attendance  at  the  common  schools. 
He  afterward  attended  the  higher  schools  of  the 
county  and  in  1863  entered  the  Jefferson  Medical 
College,  pursuing  his  studies  under  some  of  the 
most  eminent  physicians  and  surgeons  of  the 
country,  including  S.  D.  Gross,  Joseph  Pancoast, 
Robley  Dunglison,  Samuel  Dixon,  Prof.  Biddle, 
Prof.  Rand,   Prof.  Mitchell  and  Prof.  E.  W.all.ace. 


He  spent  three  jears  in  the  college,  from  which  lie 
was  graduated  in  IHGG.  lie  also  took  a  special 
course  in  operative  surgery  under  Dr.  I<\)rbes,  late 
surgeon  in  tlie  Crimean  War,  intending  to  lit  him- 
self to  serve  as  a  surgeon  in  the  army.  When 
reading  medicine,  he  enlisted  in  1862  as  a  memlier 
of  Company  F,  One  Hundred  and  Thirtieth  Penn- 
s^dvania  Infantry,  under  Col.  11.  I.  Zinn,  who  w.as 
killed  at  the  liattle  of  Fredericksburg  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Col.  Marsh.  He  participate<l  in  the  sec- 
ond battle  of  Bull  Run,  South  Mountain  and 
Antietam,  where  the  regiment  suffeied  heavily. 
He  was  also  in  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg  at  Ray's 
Hill,  where  seven  of  his  scliool-mates  were  killed 
by  his  side.  At  Cliancellorsville,  he  was  right  in 
front  of  the  place  where  Stonewall  .lackson  w.as 
killed  after  bis  famous  chai-ge  on  the  Eleventh 
Corps.  After  nine  months,  his  time  having  ex- 
pired, he  received  his  discharge.  He  was  wounded 
at  Fredericksburg,  shot  through  the  arm,  and  w.as 
in  the  hospital  for  two  months. 

On  finishing  his  medical  studies,  Mr.  Culbertson 
came  to  the  West,  locating  first  in  Keokuk,  Iowa, 
after  which  he  came  to  Piper  City,  in  the  spring  of 
1867,  and  has  here  been  in  continuous  practice 
since.  He  has  traveled  over  the  prairies  when  all 
was  wild  and  uncultivated,  his  practice  extending 
over  a  radius  of  many  miles.  From  the  beginning, 
he  has  had  a  liberal  patronage  and  his  success  is 
but  the  just  reward  of  his  skill  and  ability.  F"'or 
the  past  year,  he  has  also  engaged  in  the  drug 
business,  and  in  his  absence  his  wife,  who  is  a  reg- 
istered pharmacist,  attends  to  the  store. 

On  the  5th  of  September,  1866,  in  Springfield, 
III.,  the  Doctor  wedded  Miss  Clara  K.  Culver,  a  n.'i- 
tive  of  Carlisle,  Pa.,  and  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  (Zug)  Culver.  Her  father  died  of 
cholera  in  Pittsburg  many  years  ago,  but  her  mo- 
ther is  still  living  and  makes  her  home  with  her 
daughter.  Mrs.  Culbertson  spent  her  maiden- 
hood days  in  her  native  city  and  graduated  with 
honors  from  the  Newville  Normal  and  the  York 
Female  College.  She  engaged  in  teaching  in  the 
schools  of  Mt.  Holly  and  holds  a  professional 
certificate. 

Dr.  Culbertson  and  his  wife  have  a  family  of 
four   children:    John    C,  now  an   electrician     of 
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Chicago;  Samuel  C,  wlio  graduated  from  Rochester 
Academy  of  New  York,  is  pursuing  a  five-years' 
course  of  study  in  the  Northwestern  University, 
fitting  himself  for  the  medical  profession;  Helen 
M.  and  Joza  I.  arc  :it  home. 

In  politics,  Dr.  Culbertson  has  been  a  Republi- 
can since  he  cast  liis  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Abraham  Lincoln.  He  is  quite  an  influential 
member  of  his  party  in  this  community  and  has 
held  several  local  offices,  although  he  h.as  never 
been  an  office-seeker.  His  wife  is  a  member  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church,  with  which  she  has 
been  prominently  connected  for  years.  She  also 
takes  quite  an  active  interest  iu  the  Missionary 
Society  and  is  a  lady  whose  benevolent  and  chari 
table  spirit  lias  won  her  the  high  regard  of  all. 
The  Doctor  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Arm3'  Post 
at  Piper  City,  of  which  he  has  been  Surgeon  since 
its  organization  and  is  now  Senior  Vice-Com- 
mander. He  has  witnessed  the  entire  growth  and 
development  of  I'iper  City  and  has  ever  borne  his 
share  in  its  advancement.  He  is  a  well-informed 
man  who  stands  high  in  the  community  and  is 
alike  prominent  among  his  professional  brethren 
of  the  county.  He  is  a  memljer  of  the  Illinois 
State  Medical  Society,  and  of  the  Illinois  Central 
Medical  Society,  as  well  as  the  county  medical 
societies  of  Livington  and  Iroquois  Counties.  To 
the  literature  of  the  profession,  he  has  contributed 
a  number  of  well-written  articles.  In  the  Chats- 
worth  railroad  wreck,  in  1887,  he  took  a  prominent 
part  in  the  care  of  the  wounded.  None  arc  more 
deserving  of  representation  in  this  volume  than  the 
Doctor  and  it  is  with  pleasure  that  wc  record  his 
sketch. 


BRAM  SEYMOUR  HOPKINS,  the  senior 
member  of  the  firm  of  Hopkins  &  Co., 
dealers  in  wagon  and  carriage  wood  stock, 
hardwood  lumber,  paints,  oils  and  paint- 
er's supplies,  of  Paxton,  is  a  pioneer  settler  of 
Illinois,  dating  his  settlement  here  b.ack  sixty  years. 
He  was  born  in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y..  Septem- 
ber 9,  1816,  and  is  a   son  of    Nathan    and    Laura 


(Seymour)  Hopkins.  He  acquired  a  common- 
school  education,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years 
come  to  Illinois,  in  1832,  locating  in  Will  County, 
where  he  followed  farming  and  stock-raising. 

In  1837,  Mr.  Hopkins  was  married,  in  that 
county,  to  Miss  Plnebe  Ann  Tomlinson.  She  was 
born  in  1814,  in  the  same  town  as  was  her  husband, 
was  his  schoolmate  in  childhood  and  in  1834  came 
to  Will  County,  111.  Three  children  were  born  of 
their  union,  one  of  whom  is  yet  living:  William 
T.,  the  eldest,  wedded  Miss  Eliza  Hughes  and  is  en- 
gaged in  business  with  his  father  in  Paxton;  .lohn, 
who  was  a  soldier  in  the  late  war,  a  member  of  the 
One  Hundredth  Regiment  of  Illinois  Volunteers, 
was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Murfreesboro,  or  Stone 
River,  Tenu.,  December  31,  1863;  Nathan,  the 
youngest,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  years. 

In  1868,  Paxton  became  possessed  of  a  valuable 
citizen  in  the  pei-son  of  Mr.  Hopkins,  who  came 
here  to  help  his  son  start  in  business  in  carriage' 
and  wagon  making,  and  engaged  in  the  boot  and 
shoe  trade.  In  an  earl^-  day,  he  went  to  Chicago, 
where  his  son  was  engaged  in  the  real-estate  busi- 
ness, and,  becoming  interested  in  that  line,  he  in- 
vested considerable  mone^-  in  suburban  pro|)erty. 
Subsequently,  he  traded  some  Chicago  property  for 
a  small  fruit  farm  near  St.  .Toseph,  Mich.,  which  he 
held  for  a  time  and  then  traded  for  three  acres,  a 
store  building  and  a  stock  of  general  merchandise 
at  a  country  cross-roads  in  Central  Michigan.  He 
sold  goods  there  for  a  short  time,  then  packed  and 
shipiied  his  stock  to  Chicago,  intending  to  sell  it 
at  auction.  In  the  meantime,  he  had  traded  for  a 
half  interest  in  a  wagon  and  carriage  factory  and 
other  property,  including  a  store  building  at  Sand- 
wich, 111.,  and  his  son  William  T.  was  there,  help- 
ing to  conduct  the  business.  By  the  son's  advice, 
Mr.  Hopkins  took  his  stock  of  merchandise  to 
Sandwich  and  in  a  vacant  store  building  began 
business,  which  he  carried  on  successfidly  for  two 
years  and  then  transferred  the  stock  to  Millington, 
111.,  where,  after  selling  goods  for  two  years,  he 
closed  out  the  business.  Not  long  afterward,  he 
sold  out  his  interest  in  the  factory  and  other  prop- 
erty at  Sandwich  and  concentrated  his  interests  in 
Paxton,  where  he  has  since  resided. 

One   impoi'tant   episode    in  the  life  of  Mr.  Hop- 
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kins  has  thus  far  been  omitted  in  this  sketcli.  It 
is  his  ex|)erience  in  California,  during  the  gold  ex- 
citement, lie  was  not  exactly  what  is  termed 
a  'liter,  hilt  it  was  in  the  spring  of  1850  that,  in 
company  with  other  emigrants,  he  crossed  the 
plains  and  mountains  witli  teams  to  California, 
wliere  lie  spent  four  ^ears,  being  variously  em- 
ployed. He  engaged  in  merchandising,  mining 
and  hotel-keei)ing,  and  in  185o  returned  to  the 
States  by  way  of  the  ocean  and  Panama  route  to 
New  York  and  thence  to  his  home  in  Illinois.  His 
experience  during  his  stay  in  California  and  on  iiis 
outward  trip  and  return  V03'age  would  make  an 
interesting  story  of  itself,  had  we  space  for  its  in- 
sertion. 

Mr.  Ho|)kins  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  h.as 
served  six  years  as  a  member  of  the  Paxton  City 
Council,  but  h.as  not  otherwise  distinguished  him- 
self in  p\iblic  life.  In  all  the  relations  of  life,  he 
has  jiroved  a  true  man,  industrious,  intelligent, 
ujiright  .and  honorable  .and  always  reliable. 


?SAAC  OTTO  i;LOOM,a  leading  grocer  of  Gib- 
son City,  established  business  in  that  place  in 
/l^  Ai)ril,  1KH2.  He  was  born  in  .lonkoping,  Swe- 
den, February  19,  184G,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and 
Mary  Bloom.  His  education  was  obtained  in  the 
•schools  of  his  native  country,  after  which  he  served 
a  regular  apprenticeship  to  the  tailor's  trade,  and 
in  1867,  when  twenty  years  of  .age,  emigrated  to 
America. 

After  his  arrival  in  this  country,  Mr.  Bloom 
came  to  Ford  County  and  eng.aged  with  Mr.  Sulli- 
vant,  of  Sullivant  Township,  as  a  farm  hand,  con- 
tinuing with  that  gentleman  for  two  years.  He 
then  went  to  Paxton,  where  for  thirteen  3'ears  he 
was  employed  at  his  trade  in  the  shop  of  I'eter  Lar- 
son, the  foun<lerof  the  well-known  clothing  house 
of  P.  Larson  i^'  Co.  On  leaving  Mr.  Larson,  he 
went  toBloomington,  where,  with  his  accumulated 
earnings,  he  started  in  the  grocery  business.  This 
venture  proved  disastrous  and  he  lost  heavdy. 
After    only  a   brief  sojourn    in   Bloomington,  he 


came  to  Gibson  City,  and  in  April,  1882,  opened 
his  present  store,  which  he  has  since  carried  on 
very  successfullj'.  Since  coming  to  this  place,  he 
has  prospered  and  has  now  placed  himself  on  a 
sound  financial  footing. 

On  the  15th  of  August,  1870,  Mr.  Bloom  w.is 
united  in  marri.age  to  Miss  Clara  C.  Selburg,  a 
daughter  of  .John  Selburg,  their  wedding  being 
celebrated  in  Paxton.  Jlrs.  Bloom  was  born  in 
Sweden  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1864. 
Six  children  were  iiorn  of  this  union,  but  three 
died  in  infancy.  Those  living  are:  Theodore  .J., 
George  H.  and  Linda  M.  On  the  22d  of  May, 
1885.  Mr.  Bloom  was  called  upon  to  mourn  the 
loss  of  his  wife,  who  had  been  a  devoted  compan- 
ion and  faithful  licli)mato  to  liini  for  fifteen  years. 
He  w.as  again  married,  August  13,  1888,  his  pres- 
ent wife  being  in  her  maidenhood  Miss  Ida  M. 
Gustafson,  who  is  also  a  native  of  Sweden.  She 
was  born  in  .lonkoping,  that  country,  .and  emi- 
grated to  America  in  1882.  They  have  become 
the  parents  of  two  children:  Ilentun  Lsa.ac  and 
Selma  C. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Bloom  is  inile|)endent,  voting 
for  the  man  whom  he  thinks  will  best  fill  the  ollice, 
regardless  of  political  sentiment.  He  and  his  wife 
are  both  devoted  members  of  the  Swedish  Evan- 
gelical Luther.an  Church,  lie  is  a  member  of  the 
Gibson  Land  Improvement  Com|iany.  Mr.  Bloom 
is  esteemed  one  of  the  prosperous  and  enterpiising 
business  men  of  Gibson  and  is  highly  respected  for 
his  sterling  worth  .and  intesjinty. 


-^]. 


"SI 


^+^ 


CS- 


l^~ 


■^IIaMES  R.  REZENER,  Sheriff  of  Ford  County, 
and  a  resident  of  Paxton,  w.as  born  in  Mon- 
roe County,  Tenn.,  June  22,  1837,  and  is  a 
son  of  Nicholas  and  Mar3-  (Taylor)  Rezener. 
His  father,  a  native  of  A'irginia,  w.as  born  in  the 
Shenandoah  Valley,  in  17!I7,  and  died  in  1846. 
The  mother  was  born  in  Cumlicilaiid  County,  Pa., 
in  1801,  and  died  in  1852. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  w.as  reared  to  man- 
hood in  his  native  State  and  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools.     In  1858,  he  came  to  Illinois  and 
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settled  in  ITcnderson  County,  wliere  he  engaged  in 
f.armiiii;.  On  the  "iTth  of  November,  1861,  he  en- 
li.-ited  for  the  War  for  the  Union  as  a  member  of 
Company  II,  Eleventh  Illinois  Cavalry,  of  whicli 
tlie  celebrated  Robert  IngersoU  was  Colonel.  He 
was  promoted  to  be  Second  Lieutenant,  September 
6.  1864,  became  First  Lieutenant,  March  28,  1865, 
and  served  until  mustered  out  on  the  16th  of  Sep- 
tember following,  after  the  close  of  the  war.  Dur- 
ing his  term  of  service,  he  participated  in  the 
battle  of  Sliiloh;  the  siege  and  battle  of  Corinth, 
October  3  and  4,  1862;  the  capture  of  Vicksburg, 
battle  of  Lexington,  and  in  various  skirmishes  and 
in  much  scouting  duty.  He  was  made  a  prisoner  at 
the  battle  of  Lexington,  on  the  14th  of  December, 
1862,  was  taken  to  Murfreesboro,  and  parolled,  af- 
ter a  detention  of  twenty  days.  In  a  skirmish  at 
Egypt  Station  on  the  Mobile  &  Oliio  Railroad,  he 
was  wounded,  on  the  28th  of  December,  1864,  by  a 
gun  shot  in  the  right  hip,  that  rendered  him  unfit 
for  active  duty  until  June,  1865. 

On  his  return  from  the  army,  Mr.  Rezener  re- 
sumed farming  in  Henderson  County,  111.  He  was 
married  on  the  16tli  of  September,  1869,  in  that 
county,  to  Miss  Louisa  Shopshire,  who  was  born 
ill  INIuscatine,  Iowa,  and  is  a  daughter  of  William 
Shopshire.  Four  children  have  been  born  of  their 
union:  Cena,  George,  .lennie  and  Dakota,  but  the 
last-named  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years. 

Mr.  Rezener  continued  to  reside  in  Henderson 
County  until  1871,  when  he  removed  to  Ford 
County,  and  settled  in  Piper  City,  where  he  pur- 
chased a  farm  and  made  his  home.  In  1884,  he 
took  up  a  soldier's  claim  and  a  tree  claim  in  Steele 
County,  N.  Dak.,  made  the  necessary  improvements 
and  proved  up  on  the  soldier's  claim,  returning  to 
his  old  home  in  Ford  County  after  an  absence  of 
a  little  less  than  a  year.  He  still  holds  the  title  to 
both  of  those  tracts.  Mr. Rezener  continued  farm- 
ing until  the  fall  of  1890,  when  he  was  elected 
Sheriff  of  Ford  County  on  the  Democratic  ticket. 
The  county  has  a  strong  Republican  majority,  and 
our  subject  was  the  only  successful  candidate  of 
his  party  at  the  election,  which  fact  he  has  reason 
to  be  proud  of  as  it  is  a  compliment  to  his  personal 
worth.  On  the  1st  of  December  of  that  year,  on 
the  opening  daj-  of  court,  he  entered  upon  the  dis- 


charge of  the  duties  of  the  office  for  a  terra  of  four 
years.  While  residing  in  Piper  City  he  held  the 
oHice  of  .Tustice  of  the  Peace  for  two  years.  Mr. 
Rezener  is  a  Master  Mason,  a  member  of  Piper 
City  Lodge  No.  608,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Piper  City  Post  No.  361,  G.  A.  R.  On  his 
election  to  the  office  of  Sheriff,  he  removed  his 
family  to  Paxton,  but  still  considers  Piper  City  his 
l)lace  of  residence.  Mr.  Rezener  makes  an  otHcient 
and  popular  officer,  and  enjoys  the  respect  of  all 
with  wliom  he  h.as  had  business  or  social  relations. 


ALI'Il  15.  ROCKWOOD,  senior  member  of 
the  firm  of  Rockwood  <fe  Foley,  dealers  in 
I's  \\\  groceries,  glassware  and  queenswnre,  is 
numbered  among  the  leading  young  busi- 
ness men  of  Gibson  City.  This  firm  is  doing  an 
excellent  trade  and  deserves  the  liberal  patron.age 
which  it  receives. 

Our  subject  chiims  Illinois  as  the  State  of  his 
n.ativity,  having  been  born  near  Ottawa,  Febru- 
ary 11,  1858.  He  is  a  son  of  John  A.  and  Sarah 
.1.  (Lewis)  Rockwood,  who  are  mentioned  else- 
where in  this  work.  His  bo}'hood  days  were  passed 
at  work  on  his  father's  farm  and  in  attendance  at 
the  district  schools  of  the  county.  When  four- 
teen years  of  .age,  he  accompanied  his  parents  to 
Ford  County,  and  continued  agricultural  pursuits 
until  1883.  At  that  date  he  came  to  Gibson  City 
and  engaged  as  a  clerk  for  J.  II.  White,  continu- 
ing in  his  employ  for  six  years,  thus  showing  how 
highly  his  services  were  appreciated  by  Mr.  White. 
In  1889,  he  formed  a  partnership  with  E.  E.  Foley 
in  their  present  l)usiness,  and  the  firm  became 
Rockwood  ife  Foley.  They  have  one  of  the  largest 
stores  of  the  kind  in  Gibson  City  and  do  a  thriv- 
ing business. 

Mr.  Rockwood  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Sarah  M.  Moore,  the  wedding  being  celebrated 
on  the  8th  of  April,  1882,  in  Gibson  City. 
The  lady  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Josiah  Moore.  Two  children  have  been 
born  to  this  worthy  couple:  Grace  and  Ger- 
trude.   The  parents  are  active  workers  in  the  Pres- 
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hyterian  Church,  he  being  a  chorister  of  both  the 
church  and  Sunday-school. 

Jlr.  Rockwood  deserves  high  commendation  for 
liis  success  in  business  life,  for,  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  he  has  twice  had  to  stait  at  the  bot- 
tom round  of  the  ladder,  he  has,  by  untiring  indus- 
try and  i)crseverance,  worked  his  way  upward  to 
his  piesent  position.  He  is  now  one  of  the  suc- 
cessful young  business  men  of  the  city,  and  has 
secured  all  that  he  possesses  by  enterprise  and  fair 
dealing.  He  is  public-spirited  and  progressive,  and 
stands  high  in  social  as  well  as  business  circles, 
in  politics,  Jlr.  Ixockwood  is  a  Republican,  and 
takes  an  active  iiiterc.>l  in  the  welfare  of  his 
party. 


1/  IXDSEY  CORBLY,  an  early  settler  of  the 
territory  now  comijrised  in  Ford  County, 
is  a  native  of  Fennsy  Ivania.  He  was  born 
in  Greene  County,  tiiat  Slate,  on  the  loth  of  No- 
vember, 1831,  and  is  a  son  of  William  and  Rebecca 
(Stevens)  Corbly,  lioth  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Greene  County.  His  father  was  a  son  of  the  Kev. 
John  Corbly,  a  minister  of  the  Baptist  Church  and 
a  native  of  England,  wlio  emigrated  to  America 
some  time  prior  to  the  War  of  the  Revolution 
and  settled  in  Greene  County,  Pa.,  which  was  then 
a  wilderness.  He  had  three  cliildren  m.assacied  bv 
the  Indians,  and  his  history  has  been  commemor- 
ated by  several  centennial  sketches  of  historic 
interest,  pertaining  to  the  early  settlement  of  that 
part  of  the  Keystone  State.  He  was  an  active  and 
influential  minister,  and  was  the  founder  of  sev- 
eral churches.  Great  energy  and  decision  were 
his  prominent  Iraits  of  character.  His  death 
occurred  in  1803. 

William  Corbly,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born,  reared  and  married  in  Greene  County,  and 
the  same  was  true  of  his  wife.  They  had  a  family 
of  eight  children,  of  whom  Lindsey  was  the  fourth, 
and  he  and  three  sisters  are  all  that  now  survive. 
In  1837,  the  famil}'  emigrated  to  Athens  County, 
Ohio,  now  Vinton,  and  settled  atMcArthur,  where 
our  subject  attended  the  public  schools   until   six- 


teen years  of  age,  at  which  time  he  left  home  and 
entered  the  service  of  an  uncle,  Thomas  Stevens, 
who  was  largely  engaged  in  the  live-stoek  business 
in  Fairfield  County, Ohio,  and  with  whom  lie  made 
several  trips  across  the  mountains  with  stock  to 
Philadelphia  and  New  York.  In  1853,  heeame  to 
Illinois  and  first  settled  in  Champaign  County. 

On  the  24th  of  February,  1856,  in  Vermilion 
County,  this  State,  Mr.  Corbly  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Sarah  Wood,  a  daughter  C)f  Henry 
Wood.  Their  union  has  been  graced  with  three 
children,  who  yet  survive:  Henry  L.,  who  married 
Julia  B.  Webber,  is  a  farmer  of  liar  wood  Town- 
ship, Champaign  County;  William  Sherman,  who 
wedded  Mary  Youle,  is  an  agriculturist  of  Button 
Township,  Ford  County;  and  James  L.,  who  mar- 
ried Ellen  Shelian.  His  home  Is  in  Kerr  Town- 
ship, Champaign  County,  and  he  also  follows 
agricultural  pursuits. 

In  the  fall  of  1855,  Mr.  Corbly  removed  to 
what  is  now  Ford  County,  and  here  resided  until 
1863,  when  he  returned  to  Champaign  County, 
locating  on  a  farm  in  the  near  neighborhood  of 
his  Ford  County  farm.  His  wife,  an  estimable 
woman,  died  January  17,  1866,  and  on  the  24th 
of  March,  1867,  he  was  joined  in  wedlock,  in 
Meadville,  Pa.,  to  Miss  Mar\'  A.  SclioU,  a  daughter 
of  Dr.  Peter  and  Elizabeth  (Woodring)  Sclioll. 
The  lady  was  born  in  Crawford  County,  Pa.,  where 
her  family  resided  for  many  years.  They  have 
three  children:  Freddie  M.,  Loia  F.  and  Evalyn. 

Mr.  Corbly  continued  to  reside  in  Cliam[)aign 
County  until  the  fall  of  1881,  when  he  came  to 
Paxton,  wheie  he  has  since  made  his  home,  a 
valued  and  respected  citizen.  He  has  been  an, 
industrious  and  thrifty  man,  and  has  succeeded  in 
accumulating  a  large  property,  having  at  the 
present  time  four  farms,  aggregating  about 
seventeen  hundred  acres  of  valuable  land.  He 
has  been  largely  engaged  in  giowing  and  deal- 
ing in  live-stock,  and  f(jr  many  years  has  bought, 
fed  and  sold  stock,  and  as  a  rule  has  been  quite 
successful  ill  the  business.  In  [lolitics,  he  was  a 
AVhig  in  early  life,  joining  the  Republican  party 
on  its  organization.  lie  served  as  a  memlier  of 
the  first  election  board  in  the  town  <]f  (iilison. 
Ford  Countv,  was  a   member  of  the  lirst    liciard  of 
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Countj-  Coinmissioueis  that  divided  Ford  County 
into  townsliips,  and  served  as  a  member  of  the 
first  Grand  Jury  of  that  count3^  He  was  Supei-- 
visor  of  Kerr  Township,  Cliampaign  County,  for 
eleven  years,  was  Trustee  twenty  years,  and  four 
years  Treasurer  of  the  same  township.  From 
youth,  he  was  a  Metliodist,  and  regularly  attended 
that  church,  but  did  not  unite  with  it  until  1875. 
His  wife,  two  daughters  and  eldest  son  are  mem- 
bers of  the  same  church.  Mr.  Corbly  is  a  steward 
of  the  Paxton  church,  and  is  active  and  influential 
in  its  support.  His  wife  is  one  of  the  eflicient 
workers  among  the  ladies  of  her  church,  and  is 
always  to  I)e  relied  upon  to  [jcrform  her  full  duty. 
Mr.  Corbly  is  well  known  to  the  citizens  of  Ford 
and  adjacent  counties  as  a  man  of  unimpeachable 
integrity  and  financial  responsibility. 


y.HXIAM  PHEHUS,  who  is  engaged  in  gen- 
eral farming  on  section  16,  Button  Town- 
^J^/  ship,  is  a  n.ative  of  Indiana.  He  was  born 
in  Fountain  County,  on  the  10th  of  September, 
1834,  and  is  a  son  of  Edon  Phebus.  who  was  born 
near  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  February  14,  1814.  The 
grandfather,  Lewis  Phebus,  was  a  native  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  his  family  were  among  the  pioneers  of 
that  State.  He  served  as  a  soldier  of  the  War  of 
1812.  About  1826,  he  removed  from  Ohio  to  In- 
diana, and  was  among  the  honored  pioneers  of 
Fountain  Count3-.  Settling  in  the  midst  of  the 
forest,  he  there  developed  a  good  farm  and  made 
a  pleasant  home. 

Edon  Phebus  grew  to  manhood  in  Fountain 
County,  Ind.,  and  married  ISIiss  Susan  Brewer,  a 
native  of  North  Carolina,  who,  during  her  child- 
hood, came  to  Indiana  with  her  ])arents.  Her  fa- 
ther, Robert  Brewer,  was  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  Fountain  Co^unty.  Mr.  Phebus  opened  up  a 
farm  in  that  county,  and  there  still  makes  his 
home,  living  with  his  son.  His  wife  died  in  the 
spring  of  1862.  In  the  family  were  two  sons  and 
five  daughters,  all  of  whom  grew  to  mature  years, 
are  yet  living  and  are  heads  of  families:  William 


is  the  eldest;  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  T.  Van  Dorn, 
a  resident  of  Iroquois  Count}-,  111.;  Elmeda  is  the 
wife  of  Thomas  Tuning,  of  Oklahoma;  Serena  is 
the  wife  of  John  Keenin,  of  Arkans,as  City,  Kan.; 
Mary  is  the  wife  of  Jefferson  Spinks;  E.  C.  is  a 
resident  farmer  of  Fountain  County,  Ind.;  and 
Serelda  is  the  wife  of  Abrnham  Dunham,  of  In- 
diana. 

Our  subject  spent  the  days  of  his  bo3'hood  and 
youth  upon  his  father's  farm  in  the  county  of  his 
nativity.  After  acquiring  a  fair  education,  and 
attaining  his  majority,  he  came  to  Illinois.  He  was 
married  in  Fountain  County,  in  1855,  to  Mary 
Jane  Brewer,  daughter  of  Robert  Brewer,  also  a 
native  of  Fountain  County.  After  their  marriage, 
Mr.  Phebus  purchased  a  small  farm  which  he  oper- 
ated for  ten  years.  In  the  spring  of  1865,  he  came 
with  his  family  to  Illinois  and  purchased  eight}- 
acres  of  wild  land  in  Foid  County,  upon  which  he 
now  resides,  but  the  once  raw  prairie  has  been 
transformed  into  rich  and  fertile  fields,  well  fenced, 
and  improved  with  good  buildings  and  all  the 
accessories  of  a  model  farm.  He  suffered  much 
from  sickness  during  those  early  days,  but  as  soon 
as  his  health  was  partially  restored,  he  began  his 
woik  with  renewed  energ}^  and  vigor,  and  has 
been  very  successful.  He  now  owns  two  hundred 
acres  of  land  which  pays  to  him  a  golden  tribute 
for  the  care  and  cultivation  he  bestows  upon  it. 
His  home  is  a  large  and  commodious  residence. 
There  is  also  a  good  orchard,  and  this  farm  is  one 
of  the  valuable  places  in  the  townshij). 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Phebus  have  been  born  nine 
children:  Ira  C,  who  is  married  and  follows  farm- 
ing in  Vermilion  Count}';  Emma,  wife  of  William 
Swimm,  of  Phillips  Count}-, Kan.;  William  M.,who 
is  married  and  engages  in  agricultural  pursuits  in 
Iroquois  County;  F.  M.,  who  is  married  and  makes 
his  home  in  Danville,  111.;  Alice,  wife  of  George 
Mahoney,  of  this  county;  Catherine,  wife  of  Will- 
iam Murphy,  of  Ford  County;  Edon  D.,  who  aids 
his  brother  in  the  farm  work  in  Iroquois  County; 
Orville  A.,  who  assists  his  father  in  operating  the 
home  farm;  and  Grace  B.  completes  the  family. 

]Mr.  Phebus  is  a  member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance, 
and  Treasurer  of  the  lodge.  He  has  been  a  resi- 
dent  of  the  county  for   twenty-seven  years,  and 
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nearly  ;ill  lluit  he  possesses  he  has  made  in  that 
tiiiif.  He  is  a  hhieksmitii  by  trade,  and  after  loca- 
ting in  this  locality,  built  a  shop  and  carried  on 
liusiness  for  some  twenty  years  in  connection  with 
the  operation  of  his  farm.  In  polities,  he  is  a 
Democrat,  and  lias  served  as  a  member  of  the 
School  Board  for  a  number  of  years.  He  gives  his 
hearty  support  li>  Uw  [uiblic  schools,  and  his  aid  is 
never  withheld  from  any  worthy  enterprise  calcu- 
lated to  prove  of  public  benefit.  He  is  a  valued 
citizen  of  tiiis  community,  and  one  well  and  favor- 
ably known. 
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«^'UOU.STUS  II.  KIMLKR,  the  pioneer  in 
It'/'-JIl  |)utting  in  tultular  wells,  of  Gibson  City, 
was  born  in  Le  R03',  McLean  County,  111., 
iSeptember  22,  185  Land  is  a  son  of  William 
and  Lovisa  (Barnett)  Kimler,  both  natives  of  Ken- 
tucky. In  early  life,  about  the  year  1831,  they  came 
to  Illinois,  where  tlicy  were  married,  in  McLean 
County,  and  there  Mr.  Kimler  followed  agricultural 
])ursuits,  becoming  one  of  the  well-to-do  farmers  of 
that  county.  In  18G1,  he  enlisted  in  the  late  war  as  a 
teamster  for  Company  I,  Tiiirty-ninth  Illinois  In- 
fantry, and  afterwards  rose  to  the  rank  of  Train- 
master, serving  three  years.  He  endured  all  the 
hardships  of  army  life,  which  undermined  his  health, 
causing  his  death  in  1874.  In  politics,  he  was 
formerly  a  Democrat,  but  on  the  breaking  out  of 
the  war,  he  joined  the  Re[)ublican  party  and  re- 
mained one  of  its  stalwart  supporters  until  his 
death.  His  wife  is  still  living  at  Le  Roy,  III.,  and 
has  now  reached  the  age  of  sixl3--eiglit  years. 
They  were  both  active  workers  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  of  which  his  widow  has  been  a 
member  for  more  than  half  a  century.  Seven 
children  graced  their  union,  six  sons  and  one 
daughter,  but  the  latter  is  now  deceased.  Willet, 
the  eldest  son,  served  a  year  in  the  Rebellion. 

The  third  child  in  order  of  birth  in  the  family 
is  our  subject,  Augustus  II.  Kimler,  who  spent  his 
boyhood  days  on  the  farm,  receiving  his  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  the  county.  Having 
worked  for  his  father    until  the  spring  of  1874,  he 


and  Baxter  Thomas  came  by  wagon  to  Gibson  City 
and  leased  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  raw 
])rairie  land,  which  now  adjoins  the  limits  of  the 
town.  On  this  tract,  they  built  a  shanty  10x10 
feet,  which  they  covered  with  boards,  but  the 
house  was  not  water-proof  and  during  every  shower 
everything  in  the  house  would  get  wet.  On  one 
occasion,  during  a  rain  storm  which  came  u))  in 
the  night,  a  fresh  stream  of  water  |)()ured  in,  strik- 
ing Mr.  Thomas  in  the  face,  whereupon  he  arose, 
put  a  boiler  lid  over  his  face  and  again  went  to 
sleep.  They  began  the  cultivation  of  their  land, 
but  after  farming  for  two  years,  Mr.  Kinder  en- 
gaged in  the  sale  of  lightning  rods.  He  was  then 
ein{)loyed  by  M.  T.  Burwell  for  some  time  and 
then  worked  two  3'ears  for  E.  W.  Beardsley,  on  his 
fine  stock  farm  west  of  Gibson  Cit^'.  In  1882,  he 
moved  to  Gibson  and  commenced  boring  wells, 
using  hand  power,  but  as  business  rapidly  increased, 
he  has  added  better  machinery  and  is  now  doing 
an  excellent  business.  He  has  made  some  two 
hundred  and  fifty  wells.  In  addition  to  that  busi- 
ness, he  is  now  introducing  the  most  perfect  bed- 
spring  in  the  market. 

In  Gibson  Cit}',  on  the  27tli  of  August,  1879, 
Mr.  Kimler  was  married  to  Miss  Prudence,  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Asena  (Boucher)  Osboin,  who 
are  natives,  respectivelj^,  of  New  .lersey  and  Ohio. 
In  early  life  they  came  to  Tazewell  County,  III., 
where  they  lemaincd  until  1K75,  when  they  came 
to  Gibson  City,  where  they  still  reside,  being 
widely  and  favorably  known.  Six  children  have 
come  to  bless  the  home  of  our  subject  and  his 
worthy  wife:  Moses  F.,  Charles  E.,  William  C, 
Tracy  B.,  Augustus  and  Lemen  G. 

Mv.  Kimler  and  wife  are  both  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  live  in  harmony 
with  their  professions.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Prohi- 
bitionist, being  a  strong  friend  of  temperance  and 
an  enemy  of  the  liquor  traffic.  At  different  times, 
he  has  held  the  office  of  City  Marshall  of  Gibson, 
serving,  in  all,  three  years,  and  has  now  served  as 
Constable  for  the  same  length  of  time.  Socially, 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America,  and  Sons  of  \'eter.'ins,  all 
of  (iilison  City.  He  is  one  of  the  self-made  men 
of  the  community.     Having    come    here    [toor,  he 
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lias,  by  Iiis  industry,  enteri)rise  and  good  business 
ability,  become  one  of  the  well-to-do  citizens  of 
Ford,  where  he  is  held  in  the  highest  resi)ect  and 
esteem  bv  all  who  know  him. 


±-^ 
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ATHAN  L.  SEARS,  deceased,  an  honored 
earl^'  settler  of  Illinois,  was  a  native 
the  Euii)ire  State,  his  birth  having  oc- 
curred in  the  town  of  Cai'roll,  Chautaiujua  County, 
on  the  IGth  of  .June,  1812.  He  was  a  son  of  Will- 
iam and  Ruby  (Cheney)  Sears  and  was  a  lineal  de- 
scendant of  the  Rhode  Island  Sears,  the  progeni- 
tor of  the  family  in  this  country,  who  located  in 
that  commonwealth  in  Colonial  days  and  later  re- 
moved to  Vermont.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
received  his  education  in  his  native  count}'  and 
was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits.  Having  at- 
tained his  m.ajority,  he  wedded  Miss  Deborah  Hall, 
a  daughter  of  Samuel  Hall  and  a  native  of  Chau- 
tauqua County,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Sears  departed  this 
life,  leaving  two  children  to  mourn  her  loss:  Sta- 
tira  M.  is  the  widow  of  Henry  W.  Barr  and  lesides 
in  Denver,  Colo.,  and  Susan  Del)oraii  (deceased), 
was  the  wife  of  .Josiah  Davis. 

On  the  21st  of  .June,  1838,  Mr.  Sears  was  again 
united  in  marriage.  The  present  Mrs.  Sears  was 
then  Mrs.  I'olly  Marsh,  widow  of  Mollis  Marsh,  and 
a  daugliter  of  Joel  and  Hannah  Scudder.  She  was 
l)orn  in  the  town  of  Victor,  Ontario  Count}',  N.  Y., 
January  25,  1815,  and  was  married  to  Mr.  INFaish 
on  the  15th  of  Ajjril,  1834.  By  her  former  mar- 
riage, she  became  the  mother  of  one  son,  Hollis 
Marsh,  who  married  Miss  Pollen  Coy  and  resides  in 
Randolph,  N.Y.  His  father  died  May  7,  1837.  The 
union  of  our  subject  and  his  wife  was  blessed  with 
seven  children,  four  of  whom  are  still  living: 
William  Seward,  the  eldest,  was  Second  Lieutenant 
of  Companj'  C,  Twentieth  Illinois  Infantry,  and 
was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Raymond,  Miss.,  Ma}' 
14,  1863;  Natlian  Lester  was  a  member  of  the  Sev- 
entieth Illinois  Infantry,  and  died  on  the  13th  of 
August,  1862, from  disease  contracted  while  in  the 
army;  diaries  Clinton  is  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  of 
Gibson   City,  111.;  Josephine   Calista  is  the  widow 


of  Samuel  Armstro  g,  and  ih)w  has  charge  of  the 
girls  at  the  Normal  Soldiers'  Orplian  Home;  Abner, 
the  next  younger,  married  Miss  Laura  Strickler, 
and  is  a  minister  of  tiie  Methodist  Church,  now  a 
resident  of  Merritt,  Scott  County,  111.;  Lewis  Hall 
died  in  infancy,  and  Ruby  Hannah  is  the  wife  of 
the  Rev.  William  11.  Flint,  of  Lohrville,  Iowa,  who 
is  also  a  preacher  of  the  Methodist  denominatit)n. 

Mrs.  Sears  has  rea.son  to  be  proud  of  the  patri- 
otic record  of  her  family  for  several  generations. 
Her  paternal  grandfather  was  a  soldier  in  the  AVar 
for  Independence;  her  father  participated  in  the 
War  of  1812,  and  two  of  her  sons  laid  down  their 
lives  on  the  altar  of  their  country  during  the  late 
war  in  defense  of  the  Union. 

At  Limestone,  Cattaraugus  County,  N.  Y.,  Mr. 
Sears  was  engaged  in  farming  and  the  sawmill 
business  and  also  carried  on  a  public  house  for 
some  eight  years  prior  to  coming  to  Illinois.  In 
1856,  he  removed  from  that  place  to  Shelby 
County,  this  State,  where  he  remained  for  one 
year  and  then  went  to  Bloomington,  McLean 
County.  There  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits and  stock'-raising  until  1872,  when  he  came 
to  Gibson  City  and  there  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  days. 

Mr.  Sears  was  an  old-time  Abolitionist  and  joined 
the  Republican  party  on  its  organization.  He 
served  for  several  years  as  Police  Magistrate  in 
Gibson  City  .and  also  as  Supervisor  in  McLean 
County.  His  death  occurred  on  the  5th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1887.  He  was  a  man  of  positive  views,  up- 
right and  honorable  in  his  intercourse  with  his 
fellow-man  and  a  consistent  Christian.  For  many 
years,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcoi)al 
Ciiurch,and  his  wife,  who  survives  him,  belongs  to 
the  same  denomination.  Mrs.  Sears,  although  in 
her  seventy-eighth  year,  is  well  preserved  physi- 
cally and  mentally,  and  is  a  highly  respected  mem- 
ber of  society  and  a  true  Christian  woman.  She 
has  the  distinction  of  being  a  sister  of  the  late 
Gov.  Fenton's  wife,  of  New  York. 

Charles  Clinton  Sears  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Randolph,  Cattaraugus  County,  N.  Y.,  June  30, 
1845.  He  was  reared  to  manhood  on  a  farm,  re- 
ceiving his  primary  education  in  the  district  schools, 
and  later   attended    the  Wesleyan    University  at 
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Bloomington,  where  his  literary  education  was 
completed.  After  leaving  school,  he  engaged  in 
teaching  for  a  time.  In  1871,  he  went  to  Eastern 
Nebraska,  where  he  was  employed  at  farm  labor 
for  seven  years,  when  he  came  to  Gibson  City  in 
1878,  and  has  since  made  that  ))lace  iiis  home.  In 
politics,  he  is  a  supporter  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  served  as  Collector  of  tlie  town  of  Towanda, 
McLean  County.  He  was  elected  Justice  of  the 
Peace  of  Gibson  in  1889  for  a  term  of  four  years, 
which  position  he  still  holds,  and  is  a  popular  and 
efficient  officer. 


/  *^*^4 


y/ILLIAM  W.  Bl^RNS,  deceased,  was  a  native 
of  the  Buckeye  State.  He  was  born  in 
Adams  County,  on  the  IGtli  of  May,  1816, 
and  was  one  of  the  eight  children  whose  parents 
were  James  and  JMary  (Wallace)  Burns,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Virginia,  and  were  of 
English  descent.  Their  marriage  was  celeln-ated 
in  that  State,  from  wlience  they  emigrated  to 
Ohio  in  an  earl>'  day,  locating  in  Adams  County, 
where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 
The  father  died  in  1855,  and  the  mother  passed 
awa}'  in  1856.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and 
both  were  members  of  the  United  Presbj'terian 
Churcli.  Their  children  are  Andrew,  a  farmer  of 
Saj'brook;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  James  McClellan,  of 
Adams  County,  Ohio;  John,  of  tiie  same  county; 
William  W.,  of  this  sketch;  Jane,  wife  of  Samuel 
Williamson,  of  Ross  County,  Ohio;  Rachel  O., 
wife  of  Thomas  Couser;  Mary  E.,  wife  of  Joseph 
Ellenberger,  wlio  is  now  deceased;  James  L.,  also 
of  Adams  County,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Burns  of  this  sketch  gave  his  father  the  bene- 
fit of  his  labors   until   twenty-one    years  of  age, 
when  he  began   farming  for  himself.     As  a  com- 
panion and  helpmate  on  life's  journey, he  chose,  in 
S  1838,    Miss    Margaret    McClellan,    of     Ohio,      a 
I  daughter  of  Thomas  McClellan.  By  their  marriage 
I  they  had  five  children,  but  James  Gray  and  Mary 
'  are  now  deceased,  and  two  others  died  in  infancy-. 
I  Sarah  J.,  the  only  surviving  member  of  the  family, 
24 


is  the  wife  of  E.  S.  F.  Henry,  of  Drummer  Town- 
ship. The  mother  died  in  1856,  and  ]\Ir.  Burns 
was  again  married,  on  the  8tli  of  November,  1859, 
in  Adams  County,  Ohio,  iiis  second  union  being 
with  Louisa  A.  Wallace,  who  was  born  in  Hampshire 
County,  Va.,  May  19,  1831,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Mary  (Rannells)  Wallace,  natives  of 
Virginia  and  of  English  origin.  Their  famil}' 
numbered  ten  cliildren:  Thomas,  deceased;  Mary 
]\I.,  wife  of  John  J.  Ellis;  Sarah  J.,  deceased; 
Louisa  A.,  now  Mrs.  Burns;  Elizabeth,  deceased; 
Robert,  of  Adams  County,  Ohio;  John  N.,  Conrad 
W.,  and  James  Samuel,  all  of  whom  have  passed 
away,  and  Miss  Lucy  S.  Wallace,  who  resides  with 
Mrs.  Burns.  Tiie  mother  of  this  family  died  in 
1859,  the  father  being  called  to  his  final  rest  in 
1887.  They  were  farming  people  and  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  and,  in  politics,  Mr. 
Wallace  was  a  Democrat. 

After  their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  liurns 
located  upon  a  farm  in  Adams  Country,  Ohio, 
where  they  remained  until  1863,  and  then  re- 
moved to  McLean  County.  111.,  where  Mr.  Burns 
l)urchased  eighty  acres  of  land  and  engaged  in  its 
cultivation  and  develojjment  for  four  }'ears.  He 
then  removed  with  his  famil}-  to  Livingston 
County,  where  the  succeeding  seven  j-ears  of  his 
life  were  passed,  and  in  1871  he  took  uii  his 
residence  upon  tlie  farm  which  is  now  the  home 
of  his  widow.  He  made  it  a  valuable  place;  the 
fields  were  well  tilled  and  many  improvements 
indicate  his  thrift  and  enterprise.  The  farm  com- 
prises two  liundred  and  eighty  acres.  His  death 
occurred  on  the  31st  of  August,  1890,  and  his  re- 
mains were  interred  in  the  Gibson  Cemetery, 
where  a  monument  marks  his  last  resting  place.  In 
politics,  he  was  a  Democrat,  and  .served  as  Assessor 
and  in  other  local  offices,  ever  proving  true  to  the 
trust  reposed  in  him.  He  held  membershi))  witli 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church  but  has  since  united 
with  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Gibson,  to 
which  Mrs.  Burns  also  belongs.  She  is  a  most  es- 
timable lady,  and  one  held  in  higli  regard  through- 
out this  community. 

The  only  child  of  this  worthy  couple  is  Margaret 
L.,  wife  of  John  W.  Swearingen,  awell-knovvn  and 
prominent    farmer   of    Drummer   Township.      He 
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was  born  in  Adams  County,  Ohio,  on  the  10th  of 
March,  1856,  and  is  a  son  of  George  "\V.  and 
Sarah  Swearingen.  He  came  to  Illinois  in  1879, 
and  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Margaret 
Burns,  a  native  of  Adams  County,  Ohio,  born  in 
1861.  Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  four 
children:  AVilliam  Spencer,  Sarah  L., George  and 
Olivia  May. 

In  his  political  afliliations,  Mr.  Swearingen  is  a 
Democrat,  but  has  never  been  an  office-seeker.  He 
is  the  owner  of  eighty  acres  of  land  and  is  regarded 
as  a  wide-awake  and  enterprising  young  farmer 
of  this  community.  He  is  also  public-spirited  and 
progressive,  and  takes  a  deep  interest  in  all  that 
pertains  to  the  welfare  of  the  community  and  the 
promotion  of  those  enterprises  calculated  for  the 
upbuilding  and  advancement  of  the  county.  Him- 
self and  wife  are  held  in  high  regard  by  all  who 
know  them. 


^  ETER  MAIN,  deceased,  was  born  in  Scot- 

Jl)  land  on  the  19th    of   August,  1825,  and 

was  one  of  a  family  of   seven    children, 

j,  \  whose  parents  were  "William  and  Elizabeth 
(Aitken)  Main.  He  attended  the  common  schools 
for  a  short  time,  but  not  content  with  such  limited 
educational  privileges,  he  entered  a  High  School, 
and  by  his  own  personal  application  became  a  well- 
informed  man.  He  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood 
and  youth  in  the  land  of  his  nativity,  and  was 
there  united  in  marriage,  August  5,  1850,  with 
Miss  Marion  Ross.  By  their  union  one  child  was 
born,  namely,  Marion,  who  is  now  the  wife  of 
George  Dusold.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife, 
Mr.  Main  was  again  married,  his  second  union  be- 
ing with  Miss  Elizabeth  Aitken,  December  31, 1851. 

In  1854,  our  subject  determined  to  try  his  for- 
tune in  America.  Crossing  the  Atlantic  in  a  sail- 
ing-vessel, he  landed  at  New  Orleans,  whence  he 
came  to  Peoria,  111.  After  a  short  time  spent  in 
that  city,  he  removed  to  TVoodford  County,  111., 
where  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  for  a 
few   years,   and   also  was   a  resident  of  Tazewell 


County.  His  next  place  of  residence  was  in  Log.an 
County,  111.,  where  he  made  his  home  and  engaged 
in  farming  until  1866.  That  j'ear  witnessed  his 
arrival  in  P^ord  County.  He  took  up  his  residence 
upon  a  one  hundred  and  sixt}-  acre  farm  on  sec- 
tion 8,  Dix  Township,  which  he  had  purchased  the 
year  previous.  It  was  railroad  land  for  which  he 
p.aid  $8  per  acre.  Paxton  was  then  the  nearest 
trading  post.  The  work  of  development  had  not 
long  been  begun  in  P'ord  Count}',  and  one  could 
little  imagine  at  that  time  that  so  great  a  trans- 
formation would  be  wrought  in  the  years  which 
have  since  passed. 

By  the  second  union  of  Mr.  Main  there  were 
bom  four  children,  the  eldest  of  whom  died  in  in- 
fancy; William  is  also  now  deceased;  Peter,  who 
is  living  with  his  mother  on  the  old  homestead,  is 
an  enterprising  and  progressive  farmer  of  thecom- 
munit\%  and  a  highlj'  respected  citizen;  and  .Tames 
is  a  resident  farmer  of  Ch.ampaign  County,  111. 

In  his  political  affiliations,  Mr.  Main  was  a  Rc- 
pul)lican.  He  held  membership  with  the  United 
Brethren  Church  of  Gibson  Cit}',  was  one  of  its 
first  Board  of  Trustees,  and  took  an  active  interest 
in  its  work  and  upbuilding.  He  lielped  org.anize 
the  schools  in  this  locality,  and  was  prominently 
identified  with  many  other  interests  calculated  to 
prove  of  public  benefit.  He  was  a  valued  and  worthy 
citizen,  and  his  death  proved  a  loss  to  the  entire  com- 
munity. He  passed  away  December  14, 1880,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-five  jears,  and  his  remains  were  interred 
in  Gibson  Cemeteiy.  Mrs.  Main  still  survives  her 
husband,  .and  is  yet  living  on  the  old  homestead 
at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  She  is  a  most 
estimable  lady,  and  has  many  warm  friends  through- 
out Ford  County. 


ellARLES  RINGEISEN,  who  owns  and  op- 
erates one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  val- 
uable land  on  section  7,  L3'man  Township, 
was  born  in  Bavaria,  German}',  July  25,  1844.  His 
parents,  John  Jacob  and  Catherina  (Webber)  Rin- 
geisen,  were  also  natives  of  the  s.ame  locality.  The 
father  was   born  in   1811,  and  in    1850  emigrated 
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with  his  family  to  America,  sailing  from  Havre, 
France,  on  the  "Baltimore."  Thej'  landed  in  New 
Yorli,  and  thence  went  to  Buffalo,  where  the  fam- 
ily were  all  t.aken  sick  with  typhoid  fever,  so  after 
two  months  the}'  came  West,  locating  in  Tazewell 
County,  111.  The  father  died  at  the  age  of  fort}'- 
seven  3^ears,  but  the  mother  is  still  living  at  the 
age  of  seventy-six  and  makes  her  home  in  Gilnian. 
They  had  eight  children,  three  sons  and  five  daugh- 
ters: Michael,  who  is  married  and  is  a  retired  fanner 
residing  in  Iroquois  County;  Kate,  wife  of  Charles 
Layer,  a  merchant  of  Oilman,  111.;  Charles,  of 
this  sketch;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  R.  D.  Smith,  who 
is  employed  with  the  McCormick  &  Co.'s  manu- 
factory in  Chicago;  Caroline,  wife  of  Mr.  Dennis, 
a  commercial  traveler  of  El  Paso,  111.;  Margaret, 
wife  of  Richard  Hughes,  an  employe  in  the  Mc- 
Cormick Reaper  Works  of  Chicago,  and  Jacob,  who 
is  married  and  engages  in  the  bakery  business  in 
Oklahoma. 

Our  subject  is  practically  a  self-educated  man, 
for  his  school  privileges  were  very  limited.  His 
father  died  when  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age  and 
upon  him  devolved  the  responsibility  of  support- 
ing his  mother  and  managing  the  eighty-acre  farm. 
He  was  twenty-two  years  of  age  before  he  began 
life  for  himself  and  then  he  had  to  start  out 
empty-handed,  but  by  persistent  effort,  persever- 
ance and  good  management,  he  has  steadily  worked 
his  way  upward  and  is  now  the  owner  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  land  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation  and  well  improved. 

Mr.  Ringeisen  was  married  Januar}-  2,  1867,  the 
lady  of  his  choice  being  Sophia  Gable,  daughter 
of  John  and  P-lizabeth  Catherine  (Bregher)  Gable. 
Unto  them  were  born  eight  children,  and  all  are 
yet  living:  John,  a  farmer  of  Wayne  County,  Neb.; 
Rudolph,  who  attended  Abingdon  College;  Fred 
C,  who  attended  the  Paxton  Collegiate  Institute 
and  is  a  successful  teacher;  Luther  C,  Frank,  Min- 
nie K.,  Robert  and  Lillie.  Together  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ringeisen  traveled  life's  journey  for  twent3'-four 
years,  but  on  the  17th  of  August,  1890,  the  wife 
and  mother  was  called  to  her  final  rest.  She  was 
a  most  estimable  lady,  beloved  b}'  all  who  knew 
her. 

Mr.  Ringeisen  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 


U.  S.  Grant,  but  is  now  independent  in  politics. 
AVhile  in  Tazewell  Count}',  he  was  officially  con- 
nected with  the  schools,  and  was  Commisioner  of 
Highways  for  one  term.  He  has  been  School 
Trustee  of  Lyman  Township  for  three  terms  and 
was  one  of  the  Drainage  Commissioners.  Socially, 
he  is  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  306,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
of  Washington.  He  is  a  public-spirited  man  and  lib- 
eral, and  gives  of  his  time  and  money  for  all  that 
can  benefit  the  community. 


♦^^^ 
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ETER  LITWILLP^?,  who  o\vns  a  good  farm 
on  section  22,  Drummer  Township,  is  one 
of  the  worthy  citizens  that  the  Buckeye 
State  has  furnished  Ford  County.  He  was 
born  on  the  9th  of  September  1840,  in  Butler 
County,  Ohio,  and  is  a  son  of  Peter  and  Mary  (Mosi- 
man)  Litwiller,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
France,  and  in  early  life  crossed  the  broad  Atlantic 
to  America.  They  were  married  in  Ohio,  where 
Mr.  Litwiller  followed  his  trade  of  milling  and  also 
engaged  in  farming.  They  reared  a  family  of 
tliirteen  children,  five  of  whom  grew  to  mature 
years.  In  1844,  the  parents  removed  to  Tazewell 
County,  111.,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of 
their  days.  Mr.  Litwiller  was  a  prosperous  farmer, 
and,  in  politics,  was  a  Democrat.  He  and  his  wife 
were  both  members  of  the  Menonnite  Church.  His 
death  occurred  June  23,  1871,  and  his  wife  was 
called  to  her  final  rest  November  30,  1871. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  in  Taze- 
well County,  but  his  advantages  in  that  direction 
were  limited.  At  the  age  of  twenty-three,  he  started 
out  in  life  for  himself,  and  has  since  followed  the 
occupation  of  farming  in  pursuit  of  fortune.  As 
a  companion  and  helpmate  on  life's  journey,  he 
chose  Miss  Josephine  Ropp,  their  union  being  cele- 
brated on  the  20th  of  November,  1863.  The  lady 
was  born  in  Tazewell  County,  111.,  April  6,  1844, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Slegel) 
Ropp. 

Unto  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born 
seven  children,  and  the  family  circle  yet  remains 
unbroken.     In  order  of  birth  they  are  as    follows: 
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Simon  D..  Moses  D.,  Albert  D.,  Amelia  E.,  Benja- 
min F.,  Ida  C.  and  Reuben  D.  Tlie  parents  are 
both  members  of  the  Menonnite  Church,  and  are 
highly  respected  people,  who  have  a  large  circle  of 
friends  and  acquaintances  throughout  this  commu- 
nity. 

Mr.  Litwiller  came  with  his  family  to  Ford 
County  in  1869,  but  after  six  months  went  to 
Tazewell  County,  and  there  resided  for  ten  years, 
after  which  he  returned  to  this  county,  and  has 
since  made  his  home  upon  the  farm  which  he  now 
oceupies.  He  owns  two  hundred  and  fort}'  acres 
of  valuable  land,  and  the  rich  and  fertile  fields 
yield  a  golden  tribute  to  his  care  and  cultivation. 
He  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  substantial  farmers 
of  the  community.  His  life  has  ever  been  quietly 
spent  as  a  farmer,  and,  by  close  aiiplication  to  busi- 
ness, he  has  won  a  comfortable  competence. 


^■^ M ^— 

ENRY  S.  CARPENTER,  a  prominent  citi- 
zen of  Brenton  Township,  is  engaged  in 
general  farming,  his  home  being  located  on 
section  8,  where  he  owns  eighty  acres  of 
valuable  land.  In  addition  to  this,  he  operates 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  fine  land 
which  belonged  to  his  father,  and  carries  on  both 
farming  and  stock-raising  with  good  success,  being 
industrious  and  enterprising  and  possessing  good 
business  ability. 

Mr.  Carpenter  was  born  on  the  23d  of  October, 
1844,  in  the  town  of  Norwaj',  Herkimer  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  is  a  sou  of  William  and  Ann  E. 
(Randall)  Carpenter.  His  father  was  born  in 
Hopkinton,  R.  I.,  February  22,  1811,  and  is  a 
descendant  of  one  of  six  brothers  who  came  to 
this  country  from  England  and  founded  the 
family  during  early  Colonial  days.  AV'illiam  Car- 
penter became  an  early  settler  of  Herkimer  County, 
where  he  resided  until  after  the  birth  of  all  of  his 
children,  when,  in  March,  1867,  he  journej'ed 
Westward  to  Illinois  and  purchased  the  old  home- 
stead farm.  His  wife  died  April  15,  1877,  after 
which  he  was  again  married.  He  continued  farm- 
ing for  a  number  of  years  but  spent  his  last  days 


in  the  home  of  our  suliject,  where  he  died,  .Tanuary 
21,  1892,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years.  While  in 
New  York,  he  served  as  Supervisor,  and  was  also 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  after  coming  to  Illinois 
he  filled  the  office  of  Magistrate  twelve  jears.  In 
polities,  he  was  a  Whig  until  1860,  when  he  voted 
for  Lincoln,  and  was  after  that  a  Republican.  Him- 
self and  wife  were  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church  and  were  much  interested  in  church  work. 
They  had  a  family  of  six  children:  Charles  P., 
who  resides  in  Concordia,  Kan.;  Helen  .1.,  wife  of 
William  D.  Pope,  who  was  the  first  settler  of 
Brenton  Township,  where  he  located  in  1856,  and 
is  now  a  resident  of  .Steele  County,  N.  Dak.; 
Henry,  of  this  sketch;  Mrs.  Sarah  Adelaide  Finney, 
who  died  in  Evanston  in  1890;  JLary  E.,  wife  of 
Robert  Pope,  of  Steele  County,  N.  Dak.;  and  Mrs. 
llattie  M.,  wife  of  Samuel  F.  Pope,  also  of  the 
same  county.  Three  sisters  of  the  Carpenter 
family  married  three  Ijrothers  of  the;  Pope  family. 

Our  subject  acquired  his  early  education  in  the 
common  schools,  which  was  supplemented  by 
study  in  the  Fairfield  Seminary  in  his  native 
county,  and  he  was  afterward  graduated  from 
Eastman  Commercial  College,  of  Poughkeepsie, 
N.  Y.  AVhen  twenty-three  years  of  age,  he  came 
to  Illinois,  and  since  that  time  has  been  engaged 
in  farming.  He  was  married  in  Piper  City,  Decem- 
ber 16,  1869,  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Carpenter,  daughter 
of  .Toseph  Carpenter,  one  of  the  oldest  residents  of 
the  village.  Their  union  has  been  blessed  with 
five  children:  Winnefred  A.,  who  is  engaged  in 
teaching  music;  Dora  M.,  who  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  and  Onarga  Seminary,  and  is  now 
teaching  school;  Ilulda  E.,  Georgie  V.,  and 
.Josie  M. 

Mr.  Carpenter  takes  an  active  interest  in  all 
public  matters,  especially'  those  calculated  to  prove 
of  benefit  to  the  community.  He  was  one  of  the 
organizers  of  the  Piper  City  Fair  Association,  of 
which  he  has  been  Secretary  since  its  formation. 
He  has  also  been  Secretary  of  the  Brenton  and 
Pella  Farmers'  Mutual  Insurancs  Company  since 
it  was  organized.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the 
J\Iasonic  fraternity,  and  formerlj'  belonged  to  the 
Odd  Fellows'  society-.  He  has  been  a  life-long 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  but  has  never 
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been  an  office-seeker,  although  he  has  served  as 
Township  Clerk  for  the  past  three  years.  In  the 
twenty-five  years  of  liis  resirlence  here  he  h.as  won 
the  high  regard  of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in 
contact. 


(OSEPII  SWALLOW,  wiio  resides  on  section 
33,  Dix  Township,  is  one  of  the  self-made 
men  of  Ford  County,  and  his  life  in  many 
respects  is  worthy  of  emulation.  His  suc- 
cess is  due  entirely  to  his  own  efforts,  for  which 
he  deserves  much  credit.  Mr.  Swallow  was  born 
in  Allegheny  County,  Pa.,  April  22,  1815,  and  is 
one  of  thirteen  children  whose  parents  were  Fred- 
erick and  Hannah  (Eckles)  Swallow.  His  father 
was  also  a  native  of  the  Keystone  State  and  was 
of  German  extr.action.  He  learned  the  black- 
smith's trade,  wiiich  he  followed  for  many  years. 
His  death  occurred  in  1841,  and  liis  wife  passed 
away  in  1856.  They  were  both  meml)ers  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  were  highly  respected 
people. 

Our  subject  had  very  limited  educational  ad- 
vantages. He  attended  the  subscription  schools 
until  about  twelve  years  of  age,  and  then  started 
out  in  life  for  himself,  working  as  a  farm  hand 
by  the  month.  He  received  only  ^i  from  his 
first  mon til's  labor.  To  farm  work  he  devoted 
his  energies  for  four  years  and  then  began  work- 
ing in  a  turning  factor}'  of  Wilkins  Township, 
Alleglieny  Count}',  Pa.,  wliere  he  was  employed 
until  1845.  In  that  year  he  removed  to  Greene 
County,  Pa.,  where  he  engaged  in  the  same  line 
of  business  for  nine  years.  In  1854,  he  came  to  Illi- 
nois and  cast  in  his  lot  with  the  early  settlers  of 
Woodford  County.  He  there  engaged  in  farming 
until  1876,  when  he  came  to  Ford  County  and 
purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land 
on  section  33,  Dix  Township,  where  he  has  since 
made  his  home.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  en- 
I  gaged  in  general  farming  with  good  success.  His 
well-tilled  fields  and  highl}'  improved  farm  indi- 
•  cate  the  tlirift  and  enterprise  of  the  owner. 

In  the  autumn  of  1848,  Mr.  Swallow  led  to  the 
marriage  altar  Miss   Nancy  Willson,  a  dauo-Jiter  of 


George  and  Nancy  (Marrow)  Willson.  Their 
union  has  been  blessed  with  a  family  of  nine  chil- 
dren :  Mary  A.,  now  the  wife  of  .John  Frederick,  a 
resident  of  Peoria,  111.;  Harriet  J.,  wife  of  Jerry 
Ray,  a  farmer  residing  in  Woodford  County,  111.; 
George  W.;  John;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Benjamin 
Myers;  Colwell;  Frank;  Sarah,  deceased;  and  Stella, 
who  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Swallow  supports  tlie  Democratic  party  by 
his  ballot  and,  as  every  true  American  citizen 
should  do,  feels  an  interest  in  political  affairs,  al- 
though he  has  never  been  an  office-seeker.  His 
wife  belongs  to  the  Presbyterian  Churcli,and  they 
are  friends  to  all  enterprises  calculated  to  prove 
of  public  benefit.  He  started  out  in  life  for  liim- 
self  empty-handed  and  by  his  industry,  enterprise 
and  perseverance  has  overcome  the  difficulties  in 
his  path  and  steadily  worked  his  way  upward. 
The  upriglit  life  which  he  has  led  has  won  him 
many  friends,  and  we  feel  assured  that  this  record 
will  prove  of  interest  to  many  of  our  readers. 


Yl  OUIS  FALTER,  one  of  the  enterprising 
il  (^  and  highly  respected  farmers  of  Mona 
jL^^  Township,  resides  on  section  4,  where  he 
owns  and  operates  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
of  valuable  land.  He  has  a  pleasant  home  and  all 
modern  improvements,  his  fields  are  well  tilled, 
and  the  neat  appearance  of  the  place  indicates  the 
thrift  and  enterprise  of  the  owner. 

Mr.  Falter  was  born  in  Germany,  April  4,  1837, 
and  is  a  son  of  Louis  and  Gertrude  (Lugub)  Falter, 
both  of  whom  weie  natives  of  Germany.  In  1847, 
the  father  came  with  his  family  to  America,  cross- 
ing the  Atlantic  in  a  sailing-vessel,  which,  after  a 
voyage  of  forty-four  days,  reached  the  harbor  of 
New  York.  He  went  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  where  he 
was  employed  as  a  general  laborer  for  a  few  3'ears, 
and  then  engaged  in  farming  near  that  city  until 
1865.  In  that  year,  he  continued  his  Westward 
journev  to  Illinois,  and  made  a  location  in  Joliet, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  mercantile  business  for 
about  four  years.  In  1869,  he  came  to  Ford 
County,  and  purchased  three  hundred  .and  twentj' 
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acres  of  land  on  section  4.  Mona  Township,  where 
he  resided  until  1875.  He  then  retired  from  farm 
life.  His  death  occurred  in  August,  1885.  His 
wife  passed  away  April  6.  188;).  The}'  were  both 
members  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church. 

Of  the  seven  children  constituting  their  family 
Louis  is  the  eldest;  John,  who  enlisted  as  a  private 
during  the  late  war,  died  during  the  service  in 
1863,  and  now  lies  sleeping  on  Southern  soil;  Fred- 
erick is  a  resident  farmer  of  Livingston  County, 
111.;  George  is  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in 
Kankakee  County;  Caroline  is  the  wife  of  Jolui 
Heller,  a  farmer  residing  in  Iroquois  County;  Kate 
is  the  wife  of  Charles  Scheltz,  a  farmer  living  in 
Mona  Township;  Frances  is  the  wife  of  Matthew 
Kaddling.  whose  home  is  in  Gardner,  111. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  tlie 
usual  manner  of  farmer  lads,  and  acquired  a  good 
education  in  tiie  public  schools.  After  coming  to 
America,  his  father  hired  him  out  to  work  on  a 
farm  for  three  years,  and  he  was  engaged  in  gen- 
eral labor  until  he  had  attained  his  majority,  when 
he  started  out  in  life  for  himself.  He  spent  the 
two  succeeding  years  working  as  a  farm  hand  by 
the  month.  As  a  companion  and  lielpmate  on  life's 
journey,  he  chose  Miss  Margaret,  daughter  of 
George  and  Catherine  Amig.  Their  union  was 
celebrated  in  1860,  and  the}'  resided  in  Ohit)  until 
1861,  when  tliey  came  to  Illinois,  locating  near 
Joliet.  In  1869,  they  came  to  Ford  County,  and 
Mr.  Falter  purchased  an  eighty-acre  farm  on  sec- 
tion 4,  Mona  Township.  He  has  resided  liere  eon- 
tin  uoush'  since,  with  the  exception  of  five  years 
spent  in  general  merchandising  in  Cliebanse,  Iro- 
quois County,  111.  The  boundaries  of  his  farm 
have  since  been  extended  until  he  now  owns  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres,  constituting  one  of  the 
desirable  places  of  the  community.  In  addition 
to  general  farming,  he  is  also  engaged  in  stock- 
rai.'^ing. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Falter  have  been  born  the 
following  children :  Caroline,  wife  of  George  Spyes; 
George,  wiio  died  in  infancy;  Frederick,  who  also 
died  in  infancy;  George,  who  died  on  the  1st  of 
May,  1872;  Lillie;  .John;  Katie;  Matthew,  who 
died  in  1867;  Nora,  who  died  May  29.  1876;  and 
Maggie,  who  completes  the  family. 


In  his  political  affiliations,  Mr.  Falter  is  a  Demo- 
crat and  has  been  honored  with  various  offices  of 
trust.  He  has  served  for  nine  years  as  Road  Com- 
missioner, was  School  Director  and  also  filled  the 
office  of  Town  Treasurer.  He  is  a  stockliolder  in 
the  creamery  located  in  Cabery.  Socially,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity-. 


;".§p'v"^/V' 


yjILLIAM  KXEALE,  one  of  the  extensive 
land-owners  of  Mona  Township,  who  is 
successfully  engaged  in  general  farming 
on  section  17,  was  born  on  the  Isle  of  Man,  in 
1826,  and  is  a  son  of  William  and  Margaret 
Kneale.  There  were  only  two  children  in  the 
family,  liis  sister  Ellen  lieing  liis  junior.  The 
educational  advantages  wliicii  he  received  were 
those  afforded  by  the  common  schools,  and  in  the 
usual  manner  of  farmer  lads  lie  was  reared  to 
manhood. 

It  was  in  1857  that  !Mr.  Kneale  determined  to 
come  to  America  in  the  hope  of  bettering  his 
financial  condition.  He  crossed  the  broad  Atlan- 
tic in  a  sailing-vessel,  and  after  a  voyage  of  tliirt}' 
da3's  reached  his  destination.  He  came  on  at 
once  to  Illinois  and  located  in  Henry  County, 
where  he  began  working  as  a  farm  hand  by  the 
montli,  and  was  tiius  employed  for  ten  years. 
During  tliat  time  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Jane  Lewin,  their  union  lioing  celebrated  in 
1865.  Four  childien  grace  this  marriage,  two  sons 
and  two  daughters,  and  all  arc  yet  living,  namel\': 
William  J.,  Frederick  F.,  Arthur  and  Luella.  Tiie 
mother  was  called  to  her  final  rest  in  18(S5. 

It  was  about  1867  that  Mr.  Kneale  made  his  first 
purchase  of  land.  He  then  removed  to  his  farm 
and  engaged  in  its  cultivation  until  1878,  when 
he  came  to  Ford  County  and  settled  in  Mona 
Townshij),  inirchasing  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  on  section  17.  Here  he  has  since 
made  his  home,  and  prosperity  has  attended  his 
efforts.  From  time  to  time  he  has  made  other 
purchases,  until  his  landed  possessions  now  aggre- 
gate sis  hundred   and  forty  acres,  all  of  whicli  lie 
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in  Mona  Township.  Industiy  and  energy  have 
characterized  the  life  of  our  suliject,  wlio  is  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  practical  and  progressive 
farmers  of  the  community.  His  sterling  worth 
and  integrity  have  made  him  many  friends  and  lie 
has  tiie  confidence  and  good-will  of  all  with  whom 
he  has  come  in  contact.  In  politics,  he  is  a  sup- 
porter of  the  Rcpui)lican  party,  but  has  never 
sought  office,  preferring  lo  devote  his  entire  atten- 
tion to  his  business,  in  which  he  has  met  witli 
signal  success. 


HARLES  W.  DOWN  is  one  of  tlie  represen- 
tative farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  Ford 
County,  and  one  of  its  extensive  land-own- 
ers. He  resides  on  section  14,  Rogers  Township, 
wjiere  he  has  four  hundred  acres  of  valuable  land 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  well  im- 
proved. His  large  and  pleasant  residence  is  one 
of  the  hospitable  homes  of  the  community.  In 
the  roar  of  the  dwelling  are  good  barns  and  other 
outbuildings,  which  are  surrounded  by  broad  fields, 
well  tilled. 

Mr.  Down  is  a  native  of  Devonshire,  England. 
He  was  born  October  20,  1837,  and  is  a  son  of 
Thomas  and  Lydia  (Dunn)  Down,  also  natives  of 
Devonshire.  Throughout  his  life,  the  father  fol- 
lowed farming.  He  died  in  his  native  land  about 
1849.     His  mother  died  in  1840. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  si)enthis  earl\'  boyhood 
days  in  England,  and  when  a  lad  of  thirteen  years 
came  with  an  uncle  to  America,  in  1851,  upon  a 
sailing-vessel,  which  weiglied  anchor  in  Bristol, 
and  after  a  voyage  of  six  weeks  and  two  days, 
reached  New  York  harbor  in  August.  Mr.  Down 
located  in  Buffalo,  where  he  attended  the  public 
schools  for  tiiree  years.  He  then  went  to  Lock- 
port,  where  he  spent  one  year  with  an  uncle,  in  the 
butcher  business,  then  went  to  Erie  County  with  an- 
other uncle  and  staid  with  him  two  years  on  a  farm. 
In  1857,  he  came  alone  to  Illinois,  locating  in 
La  Salle  Couut\',  where  he  was  afterward  joined 
by  an  uncle,  with  whom  he  remained  one  summer. 
He  spent  about  two  years  and  a  half,  working  as 


a  farm  hand  by  the  month,  in  the  town  of  Deer 
Park,  La  Salle  County,  after  which  he  rented  a 
farm  and  began  business  for  himself. 

While  in  La  Salle  County,  Mr.  Down  "was  mar- 
ried, December  31,  1861,  to  Cythera  Surdum,  a  na- 
tive of  Connecticut,  who  came  to  Illinois  when  a 
child  of  six  summers  with  her  father,  Lewis  L. 
Surdum,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  La  Salle  County. 
Eight  children  have  been  born  of  their  union: 
Elmer  W.  and  Ward  W.,  who  operate  the  home 
farm;  Frank  T.,  Olive  E.  and  Julia  A.  They  have 
also  lost  three  children:  W.  L.,  the  eldest,  who 
died  while  attending  the  Collegiate  Institute 
of  Paxton,  in  March,  1883,  at  the  age  of  twenty 
years  and  ten  months;  Royce  C,  a  farmer  of  Rog- 
ers Township,  who  died  February  18,  1888,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-four  years;  and  George  C,  who  died 
October  20,  1889,  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  years. 

Mr.  Down  continued  to  engage  in  farming  in 
La  Salle  County  until  1867.  He  then  came  to 
Ford  County  and  purchased  of  the  Central  Rail- 
road Company  two  hundred  acres  of  raw  prairie 
land,  upon  which  not  a  furrow  iiad  been  turned  or 
an  improvement  made.  He  broke  and  fenced  the 
entire  amount  and  extended  the  boundaries  of  his 
farm  until  it  now  comprises  four  hundred  acres  of 
the  home  farm.  The  buildings  were  also  erected 
by  him  and  stand  as  monuments  to  his  thrift  and 
enterprise.  Success  has  crowned  the  efforts  of  our 
subject,  and  a  mile  from  his  home  farm  he  also  has 
a  quarter-section.  His  landed  possessions  aggregate 
twelve  hundred  acres,  five  hundred  and  sixty  of 
which  are  situated  in  Rogers  Township,  the  re- 
mainder being  in  Iroquois  County.  All  are  well 
improved  and  yield  to  him  an  excellent  income. 

Mr.  Down  started  out  in  life  a  poor  boy,  with 
his  own  waj'  to  make  in  the  world.  When  he 
reached  La  Salle  County,  a  half-dollar  and  a  pair 
of  willing  hands  constituted  his  capital,  but  his 
uprightness,  industry  and  enterprise  have  brought 
him  wealth  and  he  is  considered  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  Ford  County. 
In  politics,  he  was  first  a  Republican,  and  supported 
that  part}'  from  the  time  he  cast  his  first  vote  for 
Abraham  Lincoln  until  Grant's  second  administr.a- 
tion,  since  which  time  he  has  been  identified  with 
the  Democratic  party.  He  served  as  Road  Commis- 
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sioner  in  an  early  day  and  helped  lay  out  most  of 
the  roads  in  Rogers  and  Mona  Townships.  The 
cause  of  education  has  ever  found  in  Lira  a  stanch 
friend.  Ilis  influence  has  ever  been  used  for  good 
schools  and  teachers,  and  for  twenty-three  consec- 
utive years  he  proved  an  efficient  member  of 
the  School  Board.  His  residence  in  Ford  County 
covei-s  the  long  period  of  twenty-five  years  and 
for  a  quarter  of  a  century  he  has  resided  in  Rogers 
Townsliip. 


^ 


0LU3IBUS  JENNINGS,  one  of  the  promi- 
nent and  well-known  citizens  of  Ford 
County,  residing  on  section  5,  Brenton 
Township,  was  born  in  Knox  Countj',  111.,  on  tlic 
29th  of  September,  1837.  His  grandfather,  Thomas 
Jennings,  was  a  native  of  England,  and  for  some 
years  resided  in  Kentucky,  where  Theodore  Jen- 
nings, the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  and 
reared.  When  a  j'oung  man,  he  left  his  native  State 
and  traveled  extensively  all  over  the  Union.  In 
Warren  County,  111.,  he  married  Arabella  Gilmore, 
a  native  of  Ohio.  Her  father  served  in  the  War 
of  1812,  and  was  an  early  settler  of  this  State.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Jennings  spent  much  of  their  after  life 
in  Knox  County.  In  compan\'  with  liis  brother- 
in-law,  however,  he  became  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Iowa,  resided  for  a  time  in  Burlington  and  owned 
the  first  ferry  boat  that  crossed  the  river  at  that 
place.  On  one  occasion,  he  was  coming  up  the 
Mississippi  River  on  a  steamer,  which  exploded, 
and  he  was  blown  through  a  door  into  the  water 
a  half-mile  from  shore.  Many  of  the  passengers 
were  drowned  but  Mr.  Jennings  swam  back  to  the 
boat  and  when  it  sank  swam  ashore.  His  last  days 
were  spent  in  Warren  County,  111.,  and  his  wife 
died  at  the  home  of  our  subject.  He  took  quite 
an  active  interest  in  public  affairs  and  was  a  sui)- 
porter  of  the  Democratic  party.  He  held  meinlier- 
ship  witli  the  Christian  Church  and  his  wife  was  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The  family 
numbered  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  of  wlioin 
Columbus  is  the  eldest:  Mary  is  the  wife  of  James 
Whisnaud,  a  fanner  of  North  Dakota;  Robert,  who 


served  in  the  army,  died  in  1863;  and  Iowa  is  the 
wife  of  Charles  Munson,  an  agriculturist  of  Bren- 
ton Township. 

Our  subject  spent  his  boyhood  days  upon  his 
father's  farm  in  Knox  and  Warren  Counties.  His 
education  was  acquired  in  the  common  sdiools.  It 
was  his  desire  to  enter  college,  but,  being  tlie  eld- 
est of  the  family,  much  of  the  f.arm  labor  devolved 
upon  him  and  at  his  father's  death,  which  oc- 
curred when  Mr.  Jennings  was  twenty  years  of 
age,  tlie  management  of  the  farm  and  the  care  of 
his  mother  and  sisters  devolved  upon  him.  In 
the  fall  of  1867,  he  came  to  Ford  County  and  pur- 
chased one  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  land,  the 
greater  part  of  which  was  in  its  primitive  condi- 
tion, while  an  old  house  and  barn  constituted  the 
improvements.  Since  th.at  time  he  has  liuilt  a  good 
residence  and  outbuildings,  has  planted  trees, 
drained  his  land  and  now  has  one  of  the  most  de- 
sirable f.arms  in  the  county. 

Mr.  Jennings  was  married  in  Spring  Grove 
Township,  Warren  Conntj%  111.,  the  lady  of  liis 
choice  being  Miss  ]\Iary  Jane  McGee,  a  native  of 
Preble  County,  Ohio.  Her  parents,  Thomas  and 
Mary  JIcGee,  died  of  cholera  in  the  Buckeye 
State.  Our  subject  and  his  wile  have  two  sons  yet 
living  and  ten  children  died  in  infancy.  Robert, 
who  was  born  on  the  home  farm,  May  16,  1868, 
w.as  educated  in  the  schools  of  Piper  City  and  at 
Monmouth  College,  when;  he  pursued  his  studies 
for  two  years.  He  then  successfully  followed 
teaching  and  is  now  employed  in  a  bank  in  Pijier 
City.  James  T.,  who  was  born  January  28,  1872, 
was  also  educated  in  Piper  City  .and  pursued  a 
commercial  course  of  study  in  Davenport,  Iowa. 
He  now  aids  his  father  in  the  cultivation  of  the 
home  farm. 

When  Mr.  Jennings  started  out  in  life,  he  was 
in  limited  circumstances,  but  step  by  stej)  he  h.as 
worked  his  way  upward,  winning  a  competence  by 
his  own  energy  and  industry.  He  is  recognized  .as 
one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  Brenton  Township 
and  one  of  its  substantial  citizens.  He  was  instru- 
mental in  organizing  the  Brenton  and  Pclla  Fire 
.and  Lightning  Insurance  Comp.any  and  has  been 
one  of  its  Directors  since  its  formation.  He  was 
Vice-President  and  one  of  the  board   of  man.agers 
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of  the  Piper  Cit\f  Fair  Association,  and,  in  polities, 
he  was  a  Democrat  in  early  life.  He  cast  liis  first 
vote  for  Stephen  A.  Dougl.as,  after  which  he  iieard 
a  debate  in  (ialesburg  between  Douglas  and  Lin- 
coln, and  at  the  next  election  he  voted  for  the  lat- 
ter, lie  then  continued  tosupport  the  Re|iuliliean 
part3'  until  1884,  since  which  time  he  has  been  a 
Prohibitionist.  lie  has  often  served  as  delegate  to 
the  conventions  of  his  i)artv,  is  now  Chairman  of 
tlie  Prohibition  Central  Committee  of  Ford  County 
and  is  a  delegate  to  the  State  Convention.  He 
now  holds  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
has  filled  otlier  positions.  He  and  his  wife  areac- 
tive  and  consistent  members  of  tiie  United  Pres- 
byterian Church,  in  which  Air.  Jennings  serves  as 
Elder.  He  has  Iieen  Superintendent  of  tiie  Sun- 
day-school, and  is  now  President  of  the  Ford 
County  Sunday-school  Association.  His  upright, 
honorable  life  lias  won  for  him  the  high  regard  of 
all  with  wliom  lie  lias  come  in  contact  and  he  ranks 
among  Ford  County's  best  citizens. 


^^ 


iENJAMIN  C.  ANDREWS  is  engaged  in 
general  fanning  on  section  9,  Wall  Town- 
(f^jj;  ship,  and  is  one  of  the  representative  citi- 
zens of  tlie  community.  His  entire  life  has 
been  passed  in  this  State.  He  was  born  in  Fulton 
County,  September  27,  184(3,  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  the  neighborliood  and  was  reared 
to  farm  life,  no  event  of  special  importance  occur- 
ring to  vary  the  monotony  (if  the  daily  routine 
until  he  was  seventeen  j-ears  of  age. 

At  that  time,  altliough  but  a  youth  and  weigh- 
ing only  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds,  Mr. 
Andrews  responded  to  the  country's  call  for  troops 
and  on  the  1st  of  December,  18()3,  became  one  of 
the  boys  in  blue  of  Company  H,  Eleventh  Illinois 
Cavalry,  under  Col.  Robert  Ingersoll.  He  joined 
the  regiment  at  Clear  Creek,  about  twelve  miles 
from  Vicksburg,  and  the  first  engagement  in  which 
he  participated  was  thirty  miles  from  that  city, 
where  the  troops  destro.yed  the  Mississippi  Central 
Railroad.  He  was  also  in  the  Greirson  raid,  wjiich 
Lasted  a  month,  and  took  part  in   other  raids  and 


such  dut}'  throughout  the  succeeding  winter.  He 
served  for  one  year  and  ten  months,  and  at  the 
close  of  the  war  was  mustered  out,  on  the  1st  of 
October,  1865,  at  Memphis,  Tenn.,  receiving  his 
discharge  in  Springfield,  III. 

Wiien  the  country  no  longer  needed  his  services, 
Mr.  Andrews  returned  to  the  home  farm  and  again 
entered  school.  In  1867,  he  began  farming  for 
himself  in  Marshall  County,  where  two  years  later, 
in  February,  1869.  he  was  joined  in  wedlock  with 
Miss  Kuth  Ann  Hunt.  Siie  was  the  tenth  in  a  fam- 
ily' of  thirteen  children,  six  sons  and  seven  daugh- 
ters. The  [larents,  IJichard  and  Ruth  (HoiTom) 
Hunt,  were  both  natives  of  New  Jersey,  the  former 
born  May  9,  1804,  and  the  latter,  Novemlier  17, 
1812.  Mr.  Hunt  acquired  a  good  jir.actieal  educa- 
tion and  was  a  successful  teacher  in  Ohio,  where  he 
resided  for  some  years.  In  politics,  he  was  a  stal- 
wart Republican  from  the  formation  of  the  party. 
He  died  in  September,  1881,  and  his  remains  were 
interred  in  jNIarshall  C'ounty,  where  a  lieautiful 
monument  marks  his  last  resting  place.  His 
widow  still  survives  him  and  is  living  in  Nebraska. 
Seven  children  of  the  family  arc  yet  living:  Ly- 
man, who  is  married  and  follows  farming  near  the 
old  homestead  in  Marshall  County,  III.;  Timothy, 
who  IS  married  and  follows  farming  in  the  same 
county;  Sylvia,  wife  of  Alfred  Diehl,  an  agricul- 
turist of  Republic  C'ounty,  Kan.;  Eleanor,  who  re- 
sides in  Nebraska;  Jennie,  wife  of  Richard  Del- 
mege,  a  car^)enter  and  joiner  in  Union  County, 
Iowa;  Ruth,  wife  of  our  subject;  and  Mary,  who  is 
living  in  Nebraska.  Tiiose  deceased  all  died  in 
infancy,  with  the  exception  of  Mahlon,  who  w.as  a 
member  of  Comiiany  B,  Eighty-sixtii  Illinois  In- 
fantry, and  died  from  the  effect  of  a  gun-shot 
wound. 

Mrs.  Andrews  was  born  August  8,  1849,  and  ac- 
quired her  education  in  the  common  schools.  She 
is  an  estimable  lady  and  .an  earnest  worker  in  the 
Women's  Relief  Corps  of  Melvin.  In  1869,  she 
gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  Mr.  Andrews.  The 
following  year,  the  young  couple  removed  to  Ford 
County,  locating  on  section  9,  Wall  Township, 
upon  wild  prairie  land,  entirely  unimproved.  They 
have  since  spent  two  3'e.ars  in  Marshall  County, 
but  are  now  living  on  section  9.     At  first  the  farm 
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comprised  onl}'  eighty  acres,  but  as  his  financial 
resources  increased.  Mr.  Andrews  lias  extended  its 
boundaries.  He  now  owns  three  hundred  acres  of 
line  land  in  Ford  County,  all  under  a  higli  state 
of  cultivation  and  well  improved.  His  farm  is  well 
tilled,  .ind  he  raises  excellent  horses  and  other 
stock.  He  and  his  wife  are  numbered  among  the 
prosperous  citizens  of  the  community.  They  have 
a  beautiful  home,  neatly  and  tastefully  furnished, 
and  its  hospitable  doors  always  stand  open  for  the 
reception  of  their  manj^  friends. 

The  union  of  Mr.  and  Jlrs.  Andrews  has  been 
blessed  with  four  children:  Leslie  D.,  Ella  B.,  Ben- 
nie  L.  and  Monard  H.,  all  of  whom  are  still  under 
the  parental  roof. 

Our  subject  takes  quite  an  active  interest  in  po- 
litical affairs  and  has  been  a  life-long  supporter  of 
the  Republican  party.  He  has  filled  the  office  of 
Road  Commissioner  and  was  elected  Collector,  but 
was  not  eligible  at  that  time.  He  has  never  sought 
for  political  preferment,  desiring  rather  to  give  his 
entire  time  and  attention  to  his  business  interests, 
which  he  has  followed  with  signal  success,  thus 
acquiring  a  handsome  competence.  He  holds  mem- 
bership with  tlie  Grand  Army  Post  of  Melvin.and 
has  been  Junior  and  Senior  Vice-Commander,  and 
was  Adjutant  for  six  vears.  He  is  a  public-spirited 
and  progressive  man,  ever  ready  to  aid  in  the  ad- 
vancement of  those  enterprises  calculated  to  bene- 
fit the  community,  and  is  recognized  as  a  promi- 
nent and  influential  citizen  of  Wall  Township. 


\'\'  OHN  KEEFFE,  who  resides  on  section  2, 
Pella  Township,  where  he  is  engaged  in 
general  farming,  claims  Ireland  as  the 
^^  land  of  his  nativity'.  He  was  born  in 
County  Tipperar}',  about  1830,  and  is  a  son  of 
.James  Keeffe,  a  farmer  of  the  Emerald  Isle.  He 
married  Ellen  Hennessy  and  with  our  subject  and 
two  daughters  came  to  America  in  1844,  the 
mother  joining  them  about  one  year  later.  Mr. 
Keeffe  spent  about  seven  years  in  Canada  AVest 
and  then,  selling  his  propertj',  came  to  Illinois  in 
18.51,  locating  in  La  Salle  County.  For  some  years, 


he  resided  in  Ottawa  and  afterward  made  his 
home  in  Dwight.  His  death  occurred  in  Iroquois 
Countj-,  in  1884,  and  his  wife  passed  away  in  La 
Salle  County.  In  politics,  he  was  a  Democrat  and 
was  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

Our  subject  was  a  lad  of  fourteen  years  when  he 
crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America.  His  educational 
advantages  were  limited  and  as  his  parents  were  in 
poor  circumstances,  he  had  to  begin  to  earn  his 
own  livelihood  at  an  early  age.  He  remained  with 
his  parents  until  thirty-two  years  of  age,  when  he 
left  home  and  in  1864,  in  La  Salle  County,  led  to 
the  marriage  altar  Catherine  Condon,  a  nativ^e 
of  the  Emerald  Isle,  who  came  to  this  country 
when  about  a  year  old.  Unto  them  have  been  born 
four  sons  and  three  daughters:  .James,  who  died  in 
Livingston  County  at  the  age  of  ten  years;  Mary, 
who  was  educated  at  Valparaiso,  Ind.,  is  now  en- 
gaged in  school-teaching  in  Paxton;  AVilliam,  who 
was  educated  at  Valparaiso,  has  engaged  in  farm- 
ing on  section  29,  Pella  Township;  Joseph  and 
Frank,  who  aid  in  the  operation  of  the  home  farm; 
Lena,  who  is  attending  school  in  Chatsworth; 
John  and  Catherine,  who  are  at  home. 

In  1852,  Mr.  Keeffe  enlisted  in  New  York  State, 
in  Company  B,  First  Dragoon  Regiment,  under 
Phil  Kerney,  and  served  on  the  plains  at  Ft.  Leav- 
enworth and  Pike's  Peak,  guarding  emigrants 
against  the  Indians.  On  one  occasion,  he  was 
wounded  in  the  forehead  by  a  bullet.  He  served 
for  four  3'ears  and  nine  months,  being  discharged 
three  months  before  the  expiration  of  his  time  on 
account  of  good  behavior.  During  the  late  war, 
he  served  for  a  short  time  in  the  Massachusetts 
Heavy  Artiller}'  and.  in  1865,  came  to  Ford 
County,  locating  on  section  15,  Pella  Township. 
He  bought  eighty  acres  of  unimproved  land  and 
there  made  his  home  until  1877,  since  which  time 
he  has  resided  upon  his  present  farm  on  section  2. 
He  is  one  of  the  extensive  land-owners  of  the 
county  and  one  of  the  prosperous  farmers.  His 
home  farm  now  comprises  four  hundred  and  fort}' 
acres  and  he  also  owns  a  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acre  tract  on  section  29.  He  started  in  life  with 
only  ^15.  Industry  and  enterprise  have  always 
been  numbered  among  his  chief  characteristics  and 
he  has  worked  his  way  upward  until  he  is  now  one 
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of  the  substantial  citizens  of  the  community.  For 
liis  success,  which  is  eutirel3- due  to  his  own  efforts, 
he  certainly  deserves  great  credit. 

Mr.  Keeffe  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Church 
of  Piiier  Cit3%  and  to  its  support  contributes  lib- 
erally. He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Buchanan,  but  has  never  allied  himself  with  any 
political  party,  preferring  to  support  wh.om  he 
pleases,  regardless  of  party  affiliations.  His  last 
vote  was  cast  for  President  Harrison.  He  is  well 
known  throughout  the  community  and  is  lield  in 
high  regard.  He  is  numbered  among  the  best  cit- 
izens of  Pella  Township,  for  he  always  aids  in  the 
adv.ancement  of  iniblic  enterprises  and  is  a  friend 
to  all  interests  calculated  to  promote  the  general 
welfare. 


'^  AMES  SHELDON,  who  is  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  stock-raising  on  section  .30,  Pella 
Township,  w.as  born  in  1824,  in  Columbia 
J  County,  N.  Y.  His  great-grandfather  set- 
tled in  the  P^mpire  State  in  an  early  day,  and  four 
generations  of  tlie  family  there  resided.  Tlie 
grandfather  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier  and  was 
present  at  Burgoyne's  surrender.  The  father  of 
our  subject,  (lideon  Sheldon,  spent  his  entire  life 
upon  a  farm  in  Columbia  County,  and  followed 
agricultui'al  pursuits.  lie  married  L3'dia  Leak,  a 
native  of  tlie  same  county.  His  death  occurred 
when  our  subject  w.as  a  mere  boy,  his  wife  passing 
away  a  few  years  later.  He  served  as  .Justice  of 
the  Peace  some  3-ears,  was  a  life-long  sufiporter  of 
tlie  AVhig  partly  and  was  an  .inti-Masun.  He  was 
highly  esteemed  .is  a  valued  citizen  in  the  commu- 
nity where  he  made  his  liome.  In  the  family  were 
nine  children,  tiiree  of  wliom  are  yet  living: 
Eliza,  .James  and  P^mma.  Those  deceased  are 
Henry,  Daniel.  AUiert,  Sarah,  Desire  and  Evelyn. 
INIr.  Sheldon,  whose  name  heads  this  record, 
spent  his  boyhood  days  upon  his  father's  farm  and 
acquired  his  education  in  a  select  school  and  an 
academy.  He  remained  at  home  until  he  attained 
his  majority  and  operated  the  farm  for  two  jears. 
He  then  began  farming  for  himself,  and  for  nine 


years  followed  that  occupation  in  Genesee  County, 
N.  Y.,  after  which  he  emigrated  to  Illinois,  in  1865, 
and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  still  in  its 
primitive  condition.  His  was  the  sixth  house 
erected  in  Pella  Township,  and  he  could  ride 
straight  over  the  prairie  to  Chatsworth  with  no 
fences  to  impede  his  progress.  He  brought  six 
hundred  sheep  from  INIichigan,  but  disease  got 
among  them  and  he  lost  82,()()()  thereb.y.  The  ob- 
stacles and  difficulties  which  have  arisen  in  his 
path  he  has  overcome,  however,  and  by  his  indus- 
try and  enterprise  has  steadily  worked  his  wa3'  up- 
ward. He  now  owns  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  as  fine  land  as  can  be  found  in  Illinois  and 
engages  in  general  farming  and  stock-raising, 
making  a  specialty  of  sheep. 

In  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.,  in  September,  1845, 
Mr.  Sheldon  was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss 
Annie  VanDusen,  a  native  of  that  couilty  and  a 
descendant  of  one  of  the  early  families  of  the  State. 
Her  p.arents,  Richard  and  Clara  Van  Dusen,  spent 
their  entire  lives  in  Columbia  County  as  farming 
people,  the  father  owning  nine  hundred  acres  of 
land.  Our  subject  and  his  vvife  have  one  child, 
Gideon,  whom  we  will  mention  later  on. 

Mr.  Sheldon  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Gen.  Taylor  and  was  aAVIiiguntil  voting  f or  Fre- 
m<mt  in  1856.  He  w.as  a  member  of  tlie  first  State 
convention  of  the  Republican  i)arty  in  New  York, 
and  has  since  often  served  as  delegate  to  the  con- 
ventions .and  is  one  of  the  stanchest  advocates  of 
Republican  principles.  He  served  .as  Township 
Supervisor  for  four  3-ears,  being  elected  in  1872, 
and  at  the  same  time  as  a  member  of  the  County 
Board.  He  has  fre(juently  refused  offices,  prefer- 
ring to  devote  his  time  and  attention  to  his  busi- 
ness interests,  in  which  he  h.as  met  with  signal  suc- 
cess. He  is  sagacious  and  far-sighted,  enterprising 
and  progressive,  and  by  his  fair  and  honest  deal- 
ing has  won  a  handsome  property.  He  is  regarded 
.as  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  the  county  and 
his  friends   throughout  the  community  are  many. 

Gideon  Sheldon,  the  only  child,  was  born  in 
Columbia  Count3',  N.  Y.,  .January  22,  1849,  and 
was  about  sixteen  years  of  age  when  he  came 
with  his  parents  to  Illinois.  His  education  was 
completed  in  the  pulilic  schools  of  this  countv'  and 
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by  one  year's  attendance  at  Onarga  Seminary. 
Me  herded  cattle  for  his  father  all  over  the  coun- 
try for  seven  years  and  has  iviUed  deer  in  Pella 
Township.  Lesser  game  was  to  he  had  in  abun- 
dance and  wolves  were  still  numerous  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. On  the  24th  of  .lulj',  1872,  in  Genesee 
County,  N.  Y.  he  married  Nellie  Clark,  and  unto 
them  have  been  born  four  children:  Addie.  Lorena, 
Nellie  and  James. 

In  1882,  Mr.  Sheldon  went  to  Griggs  Count}', 
N.  Dak.,  where  he  entered  a  claim  of  government 
land  and  spent  seven  years.  He  is  a  well-known 
farmer  of  this  community  and,  like  his  father,  is  a 
man  of  sterling  worth.  In  politics,  he  has  been  a 
life-long  Republican  and  has  held  several  local 
otHces. 


^p!5]K0RGE  RANDALL,  a  retired  farmer  of 
(|[  (—^  Piper  City,  was  born  in  Norw.ay  Township, 
^%3l  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.,  -July  31,  1820, 
and  traces  his  ancestry  back  to  .Joseph  Randall, 
the  founder  of  the  fiimily  in  Ameiica.  He  was  a 
native  of  Brest,  France,  and  on  emigrating  to  this 
country  located  in  Piovidence,  R.  I.  He  was  a 
calker  by  trade.  He  was  married  .Tul}-  26,  1716, 
in  Providence,  and  died  Alarch  3(1,  1760,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-six  years.  Peter  Randall,  his 
fourth  son,  was  born  June  12,  1723,  and  died 
March  "J,  1808.  He  was  a  substantial  farmer  and 
had  a  large  family.  John,  sixth  son  of  Peter,  was 
born  June  23,  17.58,  successfully  followed  farming, 
and  died  August  27,  1831.  He  w.as  married, 
March  11,  1781,  to  Mercy  Mowry,  daughter  of 
Col.  Elisha  Mowry,  of  Smith  Held.  They  had  six 
children,  the  second  in  order  of  birth  being 
Smith  Randall,  father  of  our  subject.  He  was 
born  August  6,  1784,  and  died  March  12,  1831. 
He  wedded  Mar}',  a  daughter  of  Elisha  Olney,  of 
Smithfield.  She  was  born  November  26,  1787, 
their  union  was  celebrated  May  2,  1811,  and  her 
death  occurred  July  17,  1852.  Tliey  had  a  family 
of  eleven  children,  five  sons  and  six  daughters, 
but  only  two  are  now  living,  our  subject  and  Mrs. 
Adeline  Smith,   who  resides  near  the  old  home- 


stead in  New  Y''ork.  The  father  was  quite  active 
in  political  affairs  and  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Anti-Masonic  Society  at  the  time  of  the  Morgan 
excitement.  Ills  wife  was  a  meml)er  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church. 

George  Randall  was  the  youngest  of  five 
brothers.  He  was  reared  to  manhood  upon  the 
old  homestead,  and  acquired  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  and  an  academy.  His  father  died 
when  George  was  eleven  years  of  age,  and  he 
began  to  earn  his  own  livelihood  at  the  age  of 
sixteen.  In  1853,  he  married  Frances  E.  Crane,  a 
native  of  Norway,  N.  Y.,  who  was  born  May  17, 
1829,  and  a  daughter  of  Joseph  C.  and  Sarah 
(Bushnell)  Crane,  natives  of  Connecticut.  Her 
father  was  a  painter  and  paper  hanger  by  trade 
and  served  as  Postmaster  of  Norway  for  twenty 
years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Randall  began  their  domes- 
tic life  in  Norway,  where  he  was  engaged  as  a 
carpenter  and  stock  dealer  for  seventeen  3'ears.  In 
1870,  he  came  to  Illinois,  reaching  Piper  Citj'  on 
the  1st  of  April.  He  located  upon  a  farm  two 
miles  south  of  the  town,  and  transformed  the  wild 
tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  into  rich  and 
fertile  fields,  which  yielded  to  him  a  good  income. 
He  there  resided  until  1889,  when  he  came  to 
Piper  City,  and  has  since  lived  retired,  resting  in 
the  enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  his  former  labors. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Randall  were  born  three 
children,  who  are  j'Ct  living:  Henry  S.,  who  was 
born  and  reared  in  New  York,  was  for  a  number 
of  years  a  successful  school  teacher  in  Ford 
County,  and  is  now  engaged  in  the  furniture 
business  in  Buckingham,  111.;  Cora  E.,  who  was  a 
school  teacher,  is  now  the  wife  of  G.  Reeder,  who 
resides  on  a  farm  two  miles  south  of  Piper  City; 
Chancey,  who  was  born  in  New  York,  is  a  painter 
and  paper  hanger  of  Piper  Cit}'. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Randall  was  a  Whig  from  the 
time  when  he  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
William  Henry  Harrison  until  he  voted  for 
Lincoln  in  1860.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  an 
inflexible  adherent  of  Republican  principles,  and 
has  often  served  as  delegate  to  the  conventions  of 
his  party  but  would  not  accept  public  office.  While 
residing  in  New  York,  however,  he  served  as 
Justice  of  the    Peace    for   eight   j^ears,   and    was 
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Deputy  Sheriff  of  Ilerkimer  Count3-  forniiu^  3eai-.s. 
His  wife  was  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Cliuifli 
when  in  the  Empire  State.  Tliis  wortliy  couple 
are  higiilj'  respected  people,  widely  and  favorably 
known  in  Ford  County.  Mr.  Randall  is  a  self- 
made  man  wlio  began  life  empty-handed,  but  by 
his  own  exertions  worked  his  way  upward  to  a 
position  among  the  suljstantial  citizens  of  tiie 
community. 


cnl  — 


^I^^EESON  15.  TYLER  was  one  of  the  early 
nicrcliants  of  (libson  City,  liaving  engaged 
iu  the  grocery  business  in  that  place  in  the 
summer  of  1872,  when  the  town  was  scarcely  a 
year  old.  He  discontinued  that  trade  iu  1878, but 
is  still  an  honored  resident  of  Gibson. 

Mr.  Tyler  was  born  in  Lake  Count}',  III.,  No- 
vember 20,  1852,  and  is  a  son  of  John  J.  and  Janet 
(Ackle^)  Tyler.  His  father  is  a  native  of  Colum- 
bia County,  N.  V..  born  (ju  the  23d  of  July,  1823, 
and  now  resides  iu  Chebanse,  Iroquois  County, 
this  State,  where  lie  is  a  large  property  owner.  His 
ancestors,  some  generations  remote,  were  of  English 
extraction,  and  the  mother  of  our  subject,  who  was 
born  in  liennington,  N.  Y.,  in  1829,  is  of  Scotch 
descent.  The  (lareuts  of  Mr.  Tyler  came  to  Illinois 
in  1852,  settling  near  Waukegan,  where  the  father 
was  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising  until 
1855,  when  he  returned  with  his  family  to  the  old 
home  iu  New  Y'ork,  at  tiie  earnest  solicitation  of  his 
parents,  and  continued  to  reside  there  until  after 
their  deaths.  In  1864,  he  returned  to  Illinois,  pur- 
chasing a  farm  in  Iroquois  County ,which  isstill  his 
home. 

Nelson  B.  went  to  New  Y'ork  with  his  parents 
when  less  than  three  3'ears  of  age,  there  attended 
school  and  returned  with  them  to  Illinois  in  1864. 
He  was  reared  on  a  farm,  receiving  his  education 
in  the  public  schools.  In  the  summer  of  1872,  when 
not  (juite  twent}-  years  of  age,  he  located  in  Gib- 
son City  and  engaged  in  the  grocery  business, 
which  he  continued  until  1878,  when  he  sold  out 
and  began  dealing  in  live  stock,  which  he  followed 
for  two  3'ears. 


Mr.  Tyler  has  been  twice  married.  On  the  24th 
of  December,  1873,  he  wedded  Miss  Carrie  A.  (Jard- 
ner,  daughter  of  William  P.  and  Sarah  (James) 
Gardner,of  Oilman,  III.  Her  death  occurred  July 
12,  1875,  and  since  that  time  their  daughter,  Car- 
rie N.,  who  was  born  May  21,  1875,  has  resided 
with  her  grandparents.  A  marriage  ceremony  [ler- 
formed  on  the  16tli  of  October,  1879,  in  North 
Hillsdale,  united  the  destinies  of  Mr.  Tyler  and 
Miss  Lottie  R.  Palmer.  The  lady  is  a  native  of 
the  Empire  State,  born  in  Columbia  County,  and 
is  a  daughter  of  Jackson  and  Angelina  Palmer, 
both  of  whom  are  of  English  descent,  though  born 
in  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.,  where  they  are  still 
residing.  The  union  of  Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Tyler  has 
been  graced  with  two  children,  both  born  in  Gib- 
sou  Cit}':  Lottie  M.  and  Florence. 

Soon  after  his  mariiage,  Mr.  Tyler  resumed  the 
grocery  business  in  Gibson,  subsequently  putting 
in  a  stock  of  general  merchandise,  and  continued  the 
proprietor  of  this  store  until  1885,  when  he  sold 
out  to  accept  the  position  of  traveling  salesman  for 
the  wholesale  grocery  house  of  Merriam,  Collins  & 
Co.,  of  Chicago,  which  he  has  lilled  for  the  past 
seven  years  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  employers. 
Mr.  Tyler,  in  his  political  afHliations,  is  a  Demo- 
crat and  has  represented  his  party  in  State  and 
county  conventions.  Socially',  he  is  a  Knight  Tem- 
plar Mason,  a  member  of  Gibson  Lodge  No.  733, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  Gibson  Chapter  No.  183,  K.  A.  M.; 
and  Mt.  Olivet  Cominandery  No.  38,  K.  T.,  of  Pax- 
ton.  He  also  holds  mcinbership  with  (iibson  Lodge 
No.  542,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  h.as  iieen  an  encampment 
member.  lie  has  filled  all  the  chairs  of  tliat  order 
and  has  been  a  representative  to  the  (Jrand  En- 
campment. Mr.  Tyler  and  his  estimable  wife  are 
devoted  Christian  people,  belonging  to  the  Cum- 
berland Presbyterian  Church  of  Gibson. 

During  President  Cleveland's  administration, 
Mr.  Tyler's  friends  secured  him  the  api)ointment 
of  Postmaster  of  Gibson,  but  he  declined  to  accept 
the  position  on  account  of  business  considerations. 
He  is  interested  in  real  estate  in  Chicago  and  is  the 
owner  of  a  fine  farm  of  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land  in  Clarke  County,  Iowa,  which  he  has 
rented.  He  is  a  practical  business  man  and  has 
been  quite  successful  in  his  various  undertakings. 
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His  mature  years  have  been  lara^ely  passed  in  Gib- 
son, or  at  least  that  place  has  been  his  home  since 
he  has  attained  man's  estate,  and  the  warm  regard 
and  high  respect  of  liis  fellow-citizens  speak  loudly 
in  praise  of  his  high  standing  as  a  man  and  citizen. 


E^ 


(i^^JIOMAS  REEi:).  a  substantial  farmer  of  Pella 
ifi^\'  Township  residing  on  section  12,  was  born 
^^^'  '^n  the '26th  of  September,  1843,  in  Chautau- 
qua County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Eliza 
(Feriruson)  Reed.  The  former  was  born  in  Saratoga 
County,  liut  was  married  in  Chautauqua  County. 
]5v  occupation,  he  was  a  farmer  and  followed  that 
Inisiness  throughout  his  entire  life.  Ills  death  oc- 
curred in  July,  1861,  at  the  age  of  sixt}'  j'ears. 
The  family  came  West  in  1863,  locating  in  Ottawa, 
La  Salle  County,  where  they  spent  six  3'ears  and 
then  came  to  Ford  County.  In  the  family  were 
eleven  children:  Edwin,  who  is  living  in  La  Salle 
County;  Franklin,  who  enlisted  in  the  Sixty-third 
Illinois  Infantry,  had  an  arm  and  leg  shot  off  at 
the  battle  of  .Jackson,  and  died  in  the  hospital,  of 
gangrene,  September  19,  1863;  Harriet,  who  is  the 
wife  of  Nelson  Stedman,  of  Piijer  City;  Henry, 
twin  brother  of  Helen,  was  in  the  Ninth  New  York 
Cavalry  and  died  in  the  arm}^,  of  tyhoid  fever, 
.July  '27,  1862;  Helen  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Morris, 
a  wealthy  citizen  of  Tennessee;  Thomas  is  the  next 
younger;  Butler  is  a  farmer  of  Pella  Township; 
Theodore,  Charles  and  Arby  also  reside  in  Pella 
Township;  .Tames  Emmett  was  the  next  younger, 
and  died  November  8,  1870,  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
years. 

AVith  the  other  members  of  the  family,  Thomas 
Reed  came  to  Ford  County  in  1869  and  with  his 
brothers  purchased  the  farm  upon  which  he  is  now 
residing.  Since  that  time,  he  has  engaged  in  gen- 
eral farming  and  stock-raising  and  his  landed  pos- 
sessions aggregate  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 
He  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  enterprising  and 
progressive  agriculturists  of  this  communitj-,  and 
the  well-tilled  fields  and  many  improvements  upon 
the  place  indicate  his  tlu'ift. 

As  a  companion  and  helpmate  on  life's  journey. 


Mr.  Reed  chose  MLss  Emma  Spaulding,  but  her 
death  occurred  in  1876.  She  left  two  sons:  Will- 
iam at  home;  and  Frank,  who  resides  with  his 
uncle  in  La  Salle  County.  Mr.  Reed  next  married 
Chatine  Hench,  who  died  three  3'ears  later,  and  on 
the  .5th  of  April,  1885,  in  this  county,  he  wedded 
Maggie  Smith,  a  daughter  of  William  Smith,  who 
for  almost  a  quarter  of  a  centurj'  has  made  his 
home  in  Pella  Township.  Mrs.  Reed  was  born  in 
Scotland,  and  when  a  child  came  to  America.  A 
daughter  has  been  born  of  the  third  union — Clara, 
a  little  maiden  of  six  summers.  The  parents  are 
both  members  of  the  Methodist  Church  and  take 
an  .active  part  in  its  work.  Mr.  Reed  has  given 
liberally  to  its  sup])ort.  He  is  a  charitable  and 
benevolent  man  and  a  highly  esteemed  citizen. 
Since  casting  his  first  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln, 
he  has  supported  the  Republican  part}'  and  has 
often  served  as  a  delegate  to  its  conventions.  He 
has  held  some  public  offices  but  prefers  to  give  his 
entire  time  and  attention  to  his  Inisiness  interest, 
which  he  carries  on  successfully. 


-^^ 


fi^^  AMUEL  BELL,  who  owns  and  operates  a 
^^^  farm  in  Wall  Township,  has  made  his 
l\i^^)  ^ome  in  this  county  since  1857,  or  for  the 
long  period  of  thirty-five  years.  In  that 
time  he  has  witnessed  the  greater  part  of  its 
growth  and  development,  and  has  ever  borne  his 
share  in  its  upbuilding.  He  claims  England  as 
the  laud  of  his  nativity,  his  birth  having  occurred 
in  Westmoreland,  on  the  6th  of  August,  1829. 
His  father,  Samuel  Bell,  w.as  a  hoop-maker  by 
trade.  He  was  twice  married,  and  by  his  first 
union  was  born  one  son,  James,  who  is  now  de- 
ceased. He  was  again  married,  his  second  union 
being  with  Eliz.abeth  Dawson.  Unto  them  were 
born  eight  children:  John  D.,  who  resides  in  Dix 
Township,  Ford  County,  where  he  follows  farming; 
William,  deceased;  Elizabeth;  Thomas,  also  de- 
ceased; Sarah,  wife  of  David  Metcalf,  a  resident 
farmer  of  Dix  Township;  Samuel,  whose  name 
heads  this  sketch;  Emma  A.,  was  the  wife  of 
James  Mills,  who  was  an  engraver  by  trade;  and 
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Mary  A.,  who  died  in  infancy.  The  father  departed 
tliis  life  November  17,  1870,  his  wife  surviv- 
ing until  the  19th  of  July,  1873. 

In  his  native  land  our  subject  spent  the  daj's  of 
his  boyhood  and  youth  and  acquired  a  good 
English  education  in  the  common  schools,  which 
he  attended  at  intervals  until  he  had  attained 
his  majority.  lie  learned  the  hoop-maker's  trade, 
which  he  followed  for  seven  years  prior  to  his 
emigration  to  America.  It  was  in  1851  that  lie 
crossed  the  Atlantic  to  this  countrj-.  He  took 
passage  on  a  sailing-vessel  at  Liverpool,  and,  after 
a  voyage  of  thirty  days,  landed  at  New  York, 
from  whence  he  soon  went  to  (Hobe  Village,  R.  I., 
where  he  worked  in  a  calico-printing  establish- 
ment for  aljout  eighteen  months.  He  then  re- 
turned to  England,  but  after  a  visit  of  three 
months  again  came  to  America  to  seek  his  fortune. 
On  his  return,  he  settled  in  (41obe  Village,  R.  I., 
where  he  resided  until  18.'')7,  and  then  emigrated 
Westward.  His  first  location  in  the  Mississippi 
Vallej-  w.as  in  Vermilion  County,  in  the  portion 
which  is  now  a  part  of  B'ord  County.  He  became 
a  resident  near  Prospect  City,  now  Paxton,  and 
worked  upon  a  farm  by  the  month  until  1859, 
when  he  purchased  a  team  and  rented  land,  oper- 
ating that  farm  until  18()3.  In  that  year  he 
responded  to  the  country's  call  for  troops,  enlist- 
ing in  Chicago,  on  the  31st  of  December,  as  a 
private  in  the  Chicago  Mercantile  Battery.  Pat- 
rick H.  White  was  Captain  of  the  company,  the 
First  Lieutenant  was  Plckney  S.  Cone,  the  .Junior 
First  Lieutenant  w.as  Henry  Roe,  the  Senior  Sec- 
ond Lieutenant  was  Floras  D.  Meacham,  and  the 
Junior  Second  Lieutenant  was  James  C.  Sinclair. 
The  first  active  engagement  in  which  Mi;.  15ell 
participated  was  at  Sabine  Cross  Roads,  wiiere  he 
was  captured  by  the  enemy  and  sent  to  Ft.  T^'ler, 
Tex.,  where  he  was  held  prisoner  for  four 
hundred  and  fourteen  days,  or  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  When  the  country  no  longer  needed  iiis 
services,  he  was  lionorablj'  discharged  in  Chicago, 
on  the  10th  of  July,  1865. 

Soon  after  Mr.  Bell's  return  to  the  North,  he 
purchased  forty  acres  of  land  on  section  28,  Wall 
Township,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home. 
Before  his  enlistment  he  was  married,  January  8, 


1860,  to  Miss  Lavina  Travis.  Five  children  were, 
born  of  their  union:  William  T.,  who  is  married 
and  follows  farming  in  Peach  Orciiard  Township; 
Mary  E.,  who  resides  at  her  father's  home;  Milton 
A.,  who  died  when  about  two  years  of  age,  his 
birth  having  occurred  July  27,  1869,  and  his  death 
February  15,  1871;  Emma  D.,  and  Lephel,  both  at 
home.  For  twenty-one  years,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bell 
had  traveled  life's  journey  together.  She  w.as 
then  called  to  her  final  rest,  January  7,  1881,  and 
her  remains  were  interred  in  Meharry  Cemetery, 
in  Patton  Township.  The  mother  and  wife  are 
sadly  missed  in  the  household,  but  Mr.  Bell  is 
comforted  in  his  declining  years  by  his  faitlil'ul 
and  loving  children. 

Mr.  Bell  is  a  member  of  Grand  Army  Post  No.  387, 
of  Paxton,  .and  in  liis  political  afliliations  is  a 
Republican,  and  cast  his  liist  Presidential  vote  for 
Abraham  Lincoln.  He  has  been  lionored  with 
several  positions  of  public  trust,  having  served  as 
Road  Commissioner  for  three  years  and  Clerk  of 
Wall  Township  for  seventeen  consecutive  years, 
which  fact  indicates  the  trust  reposed  in  him  b}' 
his  fellow-townsmen  and  his  own  faithfulness  to 
his  office  and  the  efficient  discharge  of  his  duties. 
He  is  a  well-known  citizen  of  this  community,  and 
ever  h.as  its  best  interests  at  heart. 

/i^EORGE  W.  GLASS,  who  is  now  living  re- 
III  ^—  tired    in  Piper   City,  has  led   a  busy  and 

NsJAj  useful  life.  He  claims  New  York  as  the 
State  of  his  nativity,  his  birth  having  occurred  in 
Onond.aga  County,  February  11,  182().  His  grand- 
father was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  in  the  latter 
])art  of  the  18th  century  crossed  the  Atlantic  and 
established  his  family  in  the  town  of  P^lbridge, 
Onondaga  Coiintv.  The  father  of  our  subject, 
William  Glass,  came  with  Ins  parents  to  America 
when  a  child  and  spent  his  entire  life  in  New 
York,  where  he  followed  the  occupation  of  farm- 
ing in  pursuit  of  fortune.  He  married  Clari.ssa 
Whipple,  a  native  of  ^'ermont,  and  her  death 
occurred  in  1836.  He  was  called  to  his  final  rest 
in  1844,  at  the  age  of  sixty -seven  years.     In  the 
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family  were  five  children  who  grew  to  manhood  and 
wonianliood:  Eunice,  now  Mrs.  Clioate,  is  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  medicine  in  Chicago; 
AVilliam,  who  served  in  the  army  and  died  in 
1»G3;  Adeline,  whose  death  occurred  iu  Syracuse, 
N.  Y.;  George  W.,  of  this  sketch;  and  .James,  who 
died  in  Auburn,  N.  Y. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  our 
subject.  He  attended  the  common  schools  and 
also  acquired  an  academical  education.  His  father 
died  when  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age  .and  he 
then  began  to  earn  his  own  livelihood,  working  on 
the  railroad  at  anything  he  could  find  to  do.  He 
was  also  employed  as  engineer,  and  spent  some 
years  in  the  railroad  shops.  Subsequently,  he 
operated  a  portable  engine,  making  that  his  busi- 
ness until  forty  years  of  age.  The  year  18.53 
witnessed  his  removal  to  Ohio,  where  he  operated 
his  portable  engine,  making  his  home  in  San- 
dusky. 

Mr.  Glass  was  married  in  the  autumn  of  1863, 
in  the  neighborhood  where  he  was  reai-ed  in  New 
York,  to  Miss  Maiy  E.  Yates,  also  a  native  of  the 
Empire  State,  and  they  began  their  domestic  life 
at  Patterson,  Hardin  County,  Ohio.  In  186.5,  they 
removed  to  Stark  County,  111.,  where  they  spent 
the  winter,  and  in  the  following  spring  went  to 
La  Salle  County,  locating  upon  a  farm  near 
Streator,  where  they  resided  until  1873.  in  that 
year  they  came  to  Ford  County,  and  Mr.  Glass 
purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in 
Pella  Townshi]).  It  was  a  tract  of  wet  prairie, 
entirely  unimproved,  but  he  began  its  cultivation 
and  development  and  transformed  it  into  a  fine 
farm,  upon  which  he  made  his  home  until  his 
removal  to  Piper  City  in  1892.  He  is  now  living 
a  retired  life,  and  his  rest  is  well  deserved. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Glass  were  born  two  sons  and 
three  daughters,  as  follows:  George  E.,  who  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Piper  Cit}'  and 
Streator,  and  at  Onarga  Seminary,  is  now  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  law  in  Streator;  Page  is  study- 
ing law  in  Streator;  Minnie  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  and  Fannie  and  Alice  are  still 
under  the  parental  roof.  The  Glass  household  is 
the  abode  of  hospitality  and  the  members  hold 
high   positions  iu    social  circles.     On  the  10th  of 


April,  1890,  Mrs.  Glass  passed   to  her  final   rest, 
being  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Mr.  Glass  last  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
John  C.  Fremont,  and  continued  to  support  the 
Kepublican  party  until  1876,  when  he  voted  for 
Cooper  and  Carey.  Since  that  time  he  has  been 
independent  in  politics,  holding  himself  free  to 
support  whoever  he  pleases,  regardless  of  partj' 
affiliations.     In  his  social  relations,  he  is  a  Mason 
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JOHN  A.  SCOTT,  one  of  the  extensive  laud- 
owners  of  Mona  Township,  is  engaged  in 
general  farming  and  stock-raising  on  sec- 


^^^  tion  9,  where  he  owns  a  fine  farm.  A  native 
of  Washington  County,  Pa.,  he  was  born  January 
1,  1848.  His  father,  John  Scott,  Sr.,  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania  and  was  of  Scotch  descent.  He  mar- 
ried Lydia  Pees,  who  was  also  a  native  <>f  the 
Ke3'Slone  State  and  was  of  German  lineage.  The}' 
became  the  parents  of  eight  children,  as  follows: 
Franklin,  a  practicing  physician,  residing  in  Mon- 
ongahelaCily,  Washington  County,  Pa.;  William  J., 
who  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Washington  County, 
Ohio;  Winfield,  a  resident  farmer  of  Mona  Town- 
ship; George,  Mary;  Lydia  J.,  wife  of  Lewis  Dague, 
deceased;  Sarah  E.  died  iu  1873,  and  John,  of  this 
sketch.  The  father  of  this  family  died  iu  1886,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-two  years.  The  mother  passed 
away  in  1888.  Both  were  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  and  highly  respected  people. 

Our  subject  was  born  and  reared  on  his  father's 
farm,  and  after  attending  the  district  schools  of  the 
neighborhood  for  some  time,  completed  his  educa- 
tion in  the  Hoge  Summit  Academy,  located  in 
Washington,  Pa.  He  began  the  study  of  medicine, 
but  in  1866  abandoned  it  in  order  to  come  West. 
He  made  his  first  location  in  Morris,  Grundy 
County,  111.,  where  he  worked  at  whatever  he 
could  find  to  do  for  about  a  year.  He  then  began 
farming,  following  that  occupation  during  the 
summer  months,  while  he  eng.iged  in  teaching  in 
the  winter  season  for  three  years.  He  made  his 
home  iu  Grundy  and  Marshall  Counties  until 
1870,  when  he  came  to  Ford  County.     He  located 
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in  Mona  Townsbip,  where  he  has  since  made  his 
home.  He  now  owns  six  hundred  and  forty  acres 
of  valuable  land,  and  his  farm  is  one  of  the  most 
desirable  places  in  the  community.  The  fields  are 
well  tilled,  he  raises  a  good  grade  of  stock  and  the 
many  improvements  upon  the  place  indicate  his 
thrift  and  enterprise. 

In  1870,  Mr.  Scott  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Margaret  A.  Collins,  daughter  of  Philip  and 
Ann  Collins.  Their  union  has  been  blessed  with 
five  children:  Marmion  II.,  who  is  now  studying 
law  in  Kankakee,  111.;  Lila  May,  Frank  K.,  Philip  C. 
and  Milla.  The  Scott  household  is  the  abode  of 
hospitality  and  its  members  rank  high  in  social 
circles. 

Mr.  Scott  supports  the  Democratic  party  and  has 
always  taken  a  great  interest  in  political  affairs. 
He  has  served  his  township  as  School  Director, 
Road  Commissioner,  School  Treasurer  and  Town- 
ship Supervisor,  and  it  is  needless  to  say  that  his 
duties  have  ever  been  failhfuU}'  performed.  Mr. 
Scott  is  a  man  of  good  business  ability  and  sterling 
worth.  His  life  has  been  a  successful  one,  and  the 
prosperity  tliat  has  crowned  his  efforts  has  been 
well  deserved. 


-^ 


W  OHN  F.  KENNEY,  one  of  the  extensive 
land-owners  and  a  prominent  farmer  of 
Ford  County,  residing  on  section  14,  Wall 
Township,  claims  Pennsylvania  as  the  State 
of  his  nativity,  and  on  the  paternal  side  is  of  Irish 
extraction.  He  was  born  near  Brownsville,  Pa., 
on  the  13th  of  December,  1835,  and  is  a  son  of 
James  Kenney,  who  now  resides  upon  a  farm  which 
was  his  birthplace,  and  which  was  located  by  his 
father  about  1800.  It  has  been  the  h^me  of  the 
Kenneys  since  1802.  In  connection  with  its  culti- 
vation, Mv.  Kenney  has  devoted  his  life  and  talents 
to  the  upbuilding  of  the  Methodist  Church,  of 
which  he  has  long  been  a  ministei'.  He  married 
Ann  Sproat,  who  died  in  the  spring  of  1837,  leav- 
ing four  children,  as  follows:  William,  who  is  now 
engaged  in  farming  in  Ford  County;  Elizabeth, 
wife  of  Asbury  Greenfield,  a  resident  of  Santa 
25 


Paula,  Cal.;  Cyrus,  a  farmer  and  fruit-grower,  re- 
siding in  the  same  place;  and  John  F.,  whose  name 
heads  this  sketch. 

Rev.  Kenney  was  again  married,  Feb.  5,  1839, 
his  second  union  being  with  Patience  Moore,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  seven  children,  as  fol- 
lows: Benjamin,  a  fruit-grower  of  California; 
Eliza  A.,  now  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  John 
Freeman,  who  is  engaged  in  farming;  Margaret, 
wife  of  AVilson  Ward,  an  agriculturist  residing  in 
Washington  County,  Pa.;  James  W.,  who  is  also  a 
farmer  of  that  county;  Rebecca  J.,  and  Sarah  J., 
twins;  and  Mary  M.,  wife  of  Lewis  M.  Cleaver, 
who  is  a  general  merchant  in  Wasjiington  County, 
Pa. 

The  educational  advantages  which  our  sultject 
received  were  not  of  a  very  superior  character. 
He  attended  school  at  intervals  until  about  twenty 
years  of  age,  and  under  the  i)arental  roof  he  re- 
mained until  after  he  attained  his  majorit}'.  At 
length  he  determined  to  try  his  fortune  in  the 
West,  believing  that  on  its  broad  prairies  one 
might  have  better  opportunities  than  were  afforded 
in  the  more  thickly  settled  States  of  the  East.  It 
was  in  1857  that  he  became  a  resident  of  La  Salle 
Count}',  where  he  began  working  by  the  month  on 
a  farm,  and  was  thus  employed  for  two  years.  He 
then  purchased  a  team,  rented  land,  and  in  this 
way  got  his  start. 

A  marriage  ceremony,  performed  on  the  3d  of 
January,  1860,  united  the  destinies  of  Mr.  Kenney 
and  Miss  Mary  E.,  daugliter  of  Josephus  and  Lydia 
(Clark)  Phelps.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  Mass- 
achusetts, born  September  13,  1805.  He  was  reared 
to  manhood  in  his  native  State,  where  he  learned 
the  trade  of  a  carpenter  and  joiner.  Coming  to 
the  West,  he  located  in  Michigan,  and  in  the  fall 
of  1832  took  up  his  residence  in  Putnam  County, 
where  he  remained  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
February  4,  1892,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  j'ears. 
His  wife,  who  was  born  October  15,  1820,  is  still 
living  in  Putnam  County.  She  is  a  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church  and  an  estimable  lad3^  Mr. 
Phelps  was  a  IJniversalist  in  religious  belief.  They 
had  a  family  of  eleven  children,  seven  of  whom 
are  yet  living:  Fabius  E.,  a  mechanic,  who  is  mar- 
ried and  resides  in  Nebraska;  Mrs.  Kenney;  Irene, 
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wife  of  George  Williamson,  who  resided  in  Put- 
nam Count.v,  but  died  in  La  Salle  County;  Calvin 
Arthur,  a  carpenter  and  joiner,  who  is  married  and 
makes  liis  home  in  Nebraska;  (Juiucy  Irvin,  a 
mechanic,  living  in  Putnam  County;  Flavins 
Josephus,  a  mechanic,  who  is  married  and  makes 
his  home  in  La  Salle  County,  and  Charles,  a  me- 
chanic, who  is  married  and  resides  in  Nebraska. 

Mrs.  Kenney  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  and  in  an  academj'  in  her  native  city. 
Slie  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Cliurch,  and  her- 
self and  husband  aided  liberallj'  in  the  erection  of 
the  beautiful  chnrch  buildings  in  Wall  Township. 
They  began  their  domestic  life  in  Putnam  County, 
where  they  continued  to  reside  until  1867,  when 
Mr.  Kenney  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  on  section  14,  Wall  To^ynship,  Ford 
County,  but  remained  in  Putnam  County,  where 
he  made  his  home  until  1872.  He  then  settled 
upon  his  present  farm,  ninety  acres  of  which  had 
been  broken,  and  for  twenty  years  it  has  now  been 
his  home.  In  connection  with  general  farming,  lie 
has  engaged  extensively  in  stock-raising,  success 
crowning  his  efforts,  and  as  his  financial  resources 
have  increased,  he  has  extended  the  boundaries  of 
his  farm,  until  he  now  owns  six  hundred  acres 
of  land,  all  in  Wall  Township.  He  is  an  enter- 
prising and  successful  business  man,  an  industrious 
farmer,  and  through  his  own  efforts  has  accumu- 
lated a  handsome  property. 

Unto  Mr.  and  !Mrs.  Kenney  have  been  born  four- 
teen cliildren,  as  follows:  Cyrus  A.,  who  was  ap- 
pointed to  a  Government  position  during  Presi- 
dent Harrison's  administration,  and  is  located  in 
Lawrenceburg,  Kj'.;  Belle,  wife  of  Frank  D.  Calder, 
a  resident  farmer  of  Wall  Township;  Walter  G., 
Sidney,  Lillian,  Mary  E.,  Merton  D.,  Irvin  and 
Fletcher  N.     The  other  three  are  deceased. 

Mr.  Kenney  was  elected  to  the  office  of  Town- 
ship Supervisor  in  1877,  and  served  as  such  until 
1880.  In  1889,  he  was  again  the  people's  choice 
for  that  position  and  still  holds  the  office.  He  has 
also  served  as  School  Trustee,  and  at  present  is  the 
Public  Guardian  of  the  County,  to  which  position 
he  was  appointed  by  Govei-nor  Fifer  in  1890.  In 
politics,  he  is  a  supporter  of  the  Republican  party 
and  a  stanch  advocate  of    its  principles.     He  cast 


his  first  Presidential  vote  for  "Honest  Abe,"  the 
Martyr  President  of  the  United  .States.  He  is  a 
well-known  citizen  of  the  community,  and  is  truly 

deserving  of  representation  in  this  volume. 


■^f  OSEPH  MITCHINSON,  who  owns  and  oper- 
ates eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  G,  Bren- 
ton  Township,  h.as  been  an  e3-e-witness  of 
the  growth  and  development  of  Ford 
County  since  an  early  da\',  and  lie  cut  awaj'  his 
corn  in  order  that  the  first  house  in  Piper  City 
could  be  built.  His  life  record  is  as  follows:  He 
was  born  in  Cumberland  County.  England.  June 
28,  1838,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Frances  (Gun- 
son)  Mitchinson,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
England.  Tlie  mother  died  in  that  country  in 
1857, and  in  1869  the  father  emigrated  to  America. 
He  spent  his  last  days  in  Ford  County,  where  his 
de.ath  occurred  in  1877.  He  and  his  wife  were 
both  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  They  had 
a  family  of  ten  children,  eight  of  whom  are  yet 
living,  namely:  Margaret;  Mary,  who  resides  in 
England;  William,  wlio  died  in  infancy;  Henry, 
who  was  killed  at  the  age  of  seventeen  by  falling 
from  the  top  mast  onto  the  deck  below;  Joseph, 
of  thissketcli;  Tliomas  and  Frances,  both  of  whom 
reside  in  England;  John,  who  is  living  near  Peo- 
ria, 111.;  Martha,  of  Chicago,  and  Kate,  wife  of  M. 
Cross,  of  Piper  City. 

In  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads,  our  subject 
spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  acquired  a 
common-school  education.  At  the  age  of  sixteen, 
he  left  school  and  devoted  his  attention  exclus- 
ively to  farm  work  until  twenty  years  of  age, 
when,  on  the  3d  of  June,  1858,  he  started  for 
America  in  company  with  an  aunt  and  uncle.  Ho 
sailed  from  Liverpool,  and  two  weeks  later  arrived 
at  Quebec,  whence  he  went  to  Chicago  and  then 
came  to  Piper  Citj'.  He  has  since  made  his  home 
in  this  locality,  wliere  for  some  time  he  worked 
as  a  farm  hand,  then  operated  rented  land,  and  in 
1880  purchased  a  farm  m  Pella  Township.  He 
eng.aged  in  its  cultivation  for  some  years  and  for 
the  past  3'ear  has  made  his  home  upon  his  present 
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farm  on  section  6,  Brenton  Township.  It  comprises 
eighty  acres  of  higiily  improved  land,  and  tiie 
neat  appearance  of  the  place  indicates  the  owner 
as  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  the  community. 

In  1865,  Mr.  Mitchinson  returned  to  his  native 
land  and  was  united  in  marriage  with  Elizalteth 
Agnew,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Cuml)erland 
County,  England,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Wilson  A. 
and  .lane  (Bone)  Agnew.  Her  father  was  a  teacher 
and  taught  navigation  in  a  private  school.  Her 
mother  died  after  5Irs.  Mitchinson  came  to  this 
countrj'  but  her  father  was  called  to  his  final  rest 
previous  to  her  emigration  to  America.  Unto  our 
subject  and  his  wife  were  born  six  children:  Fran- 
ces Jane;  John  AVilson,  now  deceased;  Margaret 
Ann,  Joseph  Henry;  Elizabeth  Ada.  who  died  in 
infancy,  and  Martha  Maria.  All  of  the  children 
were  born  in  Ford  County,  and  those  yet  living 
are  still  under  the  parental  roof. 

The  parents  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Piper  City  and  are  numbered  among  the 
best  citizens  of  Brenton  Township,  being  held  in 
high  regard  for  their  sterling  worth.  They  have 
a  pleasant  home  and  all  of  tiieir  possessions  have 
been  acquired  througli  the  untiring  efforts  of  our 
subject.  When  he  first  came  to  this  country,  he 
worked  as  a  farm  hand  at  ^14  per  month,  and  by 
his  enterprise,  good  management  and  the  exercise 
of  correct  business  principles,  he  has  acquired  a 
comfortable  home. 


\fl  ACOB  FUOSS  is  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Bren- 
ton Township,  residing  on  section  26.  A 
native  of  Germany,  he  was  born  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Bernstadt,  Wiirtemberg,  May  11, 
1839,  and  is  one  of  three  children,  whose  parents 
were  John  George  and  Maggie  Fuoss.  The  father 
owned  a  small  farm.  Both  parents  died  in  their 
native  land.  John  George,  their  eldest  child,  came 
to  America  in  188.3,  and  is  now  living  in  Nebraska; 
Jacobin  is  a  resident  of  Germany. 

Our  subject  is  the  youngest  of  the  children.    He 
was  educated  in   the  Lutheran   schools  and  in  the 


public  schools,  and  in  1851  came  to  America.  Bid- 
ding good-bye  to  his  native  land,  with  three  other 
bo3s  he  sailed  from  Bremen  to  New  York,  where 
he  arrived  after  sixty-three  days  spent  upon  the 
bosom  of  the  Atlantic.  He  came  on  at  once  to 
Illinois,  and  earned  ins  first  mone}-  by  working  as 
a  railroad  hand  between  Peru  and  Peoria.  He 
then  entered  the  employ  of  a  farmer  in  Woodford 
County,  and  since  that  time  has  been  connected 
with  agricultural  pursuits.  He  resided  in  Wood- 
ford County  until  1856,  when  lie  went  to  El  Paso, 
III.,  and  in  1859  became  a  resident  of  Tazewell 
County,  where  he  worked  upon  a  farm  until  Au- 
gust, 1861. 

B}'  that  time  it  was  seen  tiiat  the  war  was  to  be 
no  holiday  affair,  and  Mr.  Fuoss  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany E,  Seventeenth  Missouri  Infantry,  the  regi- 
ment being  formed  in  St.  Louis.  In  October,  the 
troops  were  sent  to  Sedalia,  and  met  the  enemy  in 
a  skirmish  near  Springfield.  They  also  participated 
in  the  liattle  of  Pea  Ridge,  but  our  subject  was  ill 
at  the  time.  In  January,  1863,  they  settled  down 
to  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  and  with  his  regiment 
Mr.  Fuoss  there  remained  until  the  surrender  of 
the  city  on  the  4th  of  July,  after  which  he  was 
sent  to  the  Invalid  Corps,  and  went  to  Rock  Is- 
land in  the  Fourth  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  where 
his  duty  was  in  guarding  prisoners.  On  the  ex- 
piration of  his  three-years'  term  of  enlistment,  he 
was  honorably  discharged,  September  24, 1864.  His 
health  was  permanently  injured  hy  the  hardships 
and  privations  of  army  life.  He  now  receives  a 
pension  in  recognition  of  his  services. 

When  mustered  out,  Mr.  Fuoss  returned  to  Taze- 
well County,  and,  in  the  spring  of  1865,  was  joined 
in  wedlock  to  Mary  Dingledine,  who  was  born  in 
Tazewell  County,  and  is  of  German  descent.  He 
brought  his  bride  to  Ford  County,  and  began  farm- 
ing in  Brenton  Township,  having  made  his  home 
upon  his  present  farm  since  1866.  He  now  owns 
three  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  valuable  land  un- 
der a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and,  in  connecUon 
with  general  farming,  engages  in  raising  fine  stock, 
making  a  specialty  of  Clydesdale  horses.  The  im- 
provements upon  the  place  are  in  keeping  with  a 
model  farm,  and  indicate  the  thrift  and  enterprise 
of  the  owner.     He  has  led  a  busy  and   useful  life, 
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and  bas  ever  borne  his  share  in  promoting  those 
interests  calculated  to  prove  of  pulilic  Iteneflt.  He 
cast  hie  first  Presidential  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln, 
and  has  since  been  a  stanch  Republican.  Socially, 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  Post  of  Piper 
Cit}-,  and  also  belongs  to  the  Lutheran  Church. 

Four  children  grace  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Fuoss:  Olivia,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Sil.as  Dillon, 
a  resident  farmer  of  Ihenton  Township;  Emma, 
Hattie  and  Edward,  all  of  whom  are  still  under 
the  parental  roof.  Tlie  family  circle  yet  remains 
unbroken,  and  the  membersof  the  Fuoss  household 
rank  high  in  social  circles.  All  the  children  were 
born  and  reared  upon  the  home  farm,  and  were 
educated  in  the  public  schools.  Emma  was  also  a 
student  in  Grand  Prairie  Seminary  of  Onarga,  and 
engaged  in  teaching  for  several  terms. 


^>-^^<^^ 


C.  MILLPvR,  ])roprietor  of  a  grocery  and 
restaurant    in    Piper    City,    was   born    in 
Franklin  County,  N.  Y.,  July  7,  1852.   Ills 
,^^  grandfather,  Oliver  Miller,  was  a  French 

soldier,  who  came  with  La  Fayette  to  thiscouutr}', 
and  served  in  the  Revolutionary  AVar.  AVhen 
American  independence  was  achieved,  he  settled 
in  Lower  Canada,  near  (Quebec,  where  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  life. 

.John  Miller,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
April  26,  1819,  and  was  one  of  a  f.amil}-  of  ten 
sons  and  three  daughters,  two  of  wjiom  are  j-et 
living.  He  sjjent  his  boyhood  days  upon  his 
father's  farm  in  Canada  until  thirteen  years  of  age, 
when  he  began  life  for  himself.  He  never  had 
any  educational  advantages  and  cannot  read  nor 
write,  but  is  well  posted  in  the  Bible,  which  has 
been  read  to  him  by  his  wife,  his  excellent  memory 
retaining  all  he  hears.  At  the  age  of  twent}',  be 
became  a  sailor  and  followed  the  lakes  for  eleven 
years.  In  Canada,  about  1841,  he  married  Miss 
Pha'be  Wheeler,  a  native  of  Canada  and  a  relative 
of  ex- Vice-President  Wheeler.  Her  father  was  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  On  leaving  the  lakes, 
Mr.  Miller  removed  to  New  York,  locating  upon  a 
farm,  and    accumulated   a  considerable  ijroperty . 


In  18.56,  he  went  to  Minnesota,  where  he  spent 
about  two  3'ears,  after  which  he  resided  upon  a 
farm  in  Franklin  County,  N.  Y.,  until  1868,  when 
he  came  to  Ford  County,  111.,  and  engaged  in 
farming  in  Pella  Township  until  seventy-one 
years  of  age.  He  has  now  reached  the  age  of 
seventy-three.  He  has  spent  the  last  two  years  in 
retirement,  residing  with  his  daughter  in  Kendall 
County,  111.  He  cast  his  first  vote  for  AVilliam 
Henry  Harrison  and  w.as  a  Whig  until  he  joined 
the  Kepuljlican  party  at  its  organization.  He  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Church. 
They  had  a  family  of  five  children;  Margaret  was 
burned  to  death  when  six  years  old;  Nelson  .Jacob 
is  a  farmer  of  Creston,  Iowa;  A.  C.  is  the  next 
younger;  Alfaretta  is  the  wife  of  .Julius  Walker, 
of  Adams  County,  Iowa;  and  Lillian  is  the  wife 
of  George  Hayes,  of  Plattville,  Kendall  County, 
111. 

Our  subject,  at  the  same  time  his  sister  Mar- 
garet lost  her  life,  w.as  almost  burned  to  death. 
He  remained  in  tlie  Empire  State  until  sixteen 
years  of  age,  when  he  came  to  Hlinois,  residing 
upon  a  farm  until  he  had  attained  his  majority. 
He  then  spent  one  year  as  a  railroad  em[)loje, 
after  which  he  again  engaged  in  farming,  from 
187.")  until  1882,  in  this  county.  For  about  eight 
years,  he  was  engaged  in  blacksmithing  in  Melvin, 
after  which,  in  August,  1890,  he  embarked  in  his 
present  business,  which  he  has  since  contined,  and 
is  now  enjo3ing  a  good  trade. 

In  his  political  atHliations,  Mr.  Miller  is  a  Re- 
publican, having  supported  that  party  since  he 
cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Gen.  Grant.  So- 
cially, he  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  lodge  of 
Piper  City,  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  and  was  Dep- 
ut}'  Grand  Master  of  the  Odd  Fellows'  society. 
He  belongs  to  the  Brothers'  camp,  and  the  Rebecca 
Degree  Lodge  of  Gibson,  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  has  taken 
quite  an  active  interest  in  civic  societies,  and  is  an 
honored  member  of  the  various  organizations  with 
which  he  has  been  connected.  He  has  witnessed 
the  development  of  Piper  City  from  its  early  in- 
fancy and  is  recognized  as  one  of  its  prominent 
residents. 

On  the  16th  of  February,  1876,  Mr.  Jliller  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  E.  Smith,  who 
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was  born  and  reared  in  La  Salle  County,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Isoni  Smith,  who  was  a  member  of  the 
One  Hundred  and  Fourth  Illinois  Infantry,  was 
wounded  at  Chickamauga,  and  died  from  the  am- 
putation of  his  arm.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller 
have  been  born  six  children,  four  of  whom  are  yet 
living:  Albert  Merrill,  who  assists  his  father  in 
business;  Clara  Etta  and  Bessie,  both  deceased;  Jen- 
nie May,  .lohn  Isoni  and  William  Harry. 


\\m 
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UILLIAM  IT.  SIMMS,  President  of  the  Gib- 
son Canning  Company,  and  one  of  the 
W^  very  earliest  pioneers  of  Gibson  City,  is  a 
native  of  England.  He  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Quainton,  Buckinghamshire,  on  the  18th  of  July, 
1845.  His  parents  were  George  and  Rebecca  (Bur- 
nell)  Simms,  natives  of  England  and  descendants 
of  old  English  families.  The  father  died  in  his 
native  land  in  1816,  at  the  age  of  twenty -seven 
3'ears.  In  the  course  of  time,  the  mother  was  again 
married,  her  second  husband  being  Isaac  Cannon. 
William  H.  Simuis,  whose  name  heads  this  rec- 
ord, attended  school  in  Ids  native  town  until  1854, 
when,  in  comi)any  with  his  mother,  step-father  and 
sister,  he  crossed  the  broad  Atlantic  to  America. 
They  made  the  passage  in  a  sailing-vessel,  and  af- 
ter five  weeks  spent  on  the  sea,  arrived  in  New 
York  on  the  20th  of  May  of  that  year.  On  reach- 
ing this  country,  they  proceeded  at  once  to  Michi- 
gan, and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Lenawee  Count}-. 
Our  subject  spent  the  succeeding  four  years  of  his 
life  on  this  farm  in  the  woods,  attending  the  dis- 
trict school  as  opportunity  offered,  and  in  Feb- 
ruary of  his  tliirteentli  year,  hired  outata  sawmill 
to  wheel  sawdust  at  -$4  per  month.  His  step- 
father had  died,  leaving  his  wife  in  indigent  cir- 
cumstances, and  with  two  young  children  to 
support.  William  gave  his  earnings,  or  such  a 
part  as  he  could  get,  in  orders  on  the  store,  toward 
helping  support  his  mother  and  the  family,  lint 
was  not  alile  to  collect  the  greater  part  of  his  p.ay. 
This  failure  was  not  very  encouraging  for  a  jouth 
trying  to  make  a  start  in  the  world.  After  work- 
ing in  tlie  sawmill  for  eighteen  months,  he   hired 


as  clerk  in  a  country  store,  where  he  spent  two 
years,  and  was  also  in  the  employ  of  a  physician 
for  one  year,  and  later  worked  in  a  brooni-h.andle 
and  stave  mill,  working  willingly  at  anything 
which  would  yield  liim  an  honest  dollar. 

On  the  12th  of  December,  1863,  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  j'ears,  Mr.  Simms  enlisted  for  the  late  war 
as  a  member  of  Company  L,  First  Michigan  Regi- 
ment of  Engineers.  He  was  captured  at  Christiana, 
near  Murfreesboro,  Tenn.,  December  15,  1864,  was 
stripped  of  his  shoes  and  much  of  his  clothes,  as 
were  also  his  comrades,  and  then  marched  over 
frozen  ground  with  bleeding  feet  and  suffering 
from  cold.  They  were  halted  two  days  at  Meri- 
dian, and  then  taken  to  Selma,  Ala.,  whence  they 
were  sent  by  rail  and  boat  to  Andersonville  Prison, 
where  Mr.  Simms  spent  four  months  and  thirteen 
days,  subjected  to  hardship  and  the  well-known  hor- 
rors of  that  notorious'  den,  until  mustered  out  by 
a  general  order  regarding  prisoners  on  the  25tli  of 
June,  1865. 

On  his  release  from  i)rison,  our  subject  returned 
to  Lenawee  Count_y,  Mich.,  where  he  spent  several 
months  in  regaining  his  health  and  strength.  Then 
with  money  saved  from  his  soldier  earnings  and 
some  credit,  he  opened  a  general  store  in  a  small 
way,  at  Palmyra,  then  only  a  country  cross-road 
town,  with  C.  E.  Crane,  under  the  name  of  C.  E. 
Crane  ife  Co.  He  was  also  Postmaster  at  that  place 
for  three  years.  His  business  prospered  and  in- 
creased in  importance  until  1871,  when  he  sold  out 
and  went  to  Chicago.  One  week  after  going  to 
that  cit3',  lie  joined  T.  D.  Spalding  in  a  business 
venture  at  Gibson,  111.,  opening  a  lumber-yard.  At 
first,  Mr.  Eldridge  was  associated  with  them,  and 
tiie  firm  name  was  Spalding,  Simms  &  Co.,  until 
March,  1873,  when  Mr.  Eldridge  sold  out  to  Mr. 
Simms,  and  business  was  carried  on  under  the  title 
of  Simms  it  Spalding  until  1878,  when  Mr.  Simms 
sold  out  and  engaged  in  the  farm  implement  busi- 
ness which  he  carried  on  for  two  years.  He  then 
turned  his  attention  to  the  real-estate  business,  in 
which  he  had  been  previously  interested. 

In  1881,  he  bought  a  one-third  interest  in  a  cat- 
tle ranch  in  Wyoming  Territor}'  in  partnership  with 
others,  the  company  being  known  as  Sudduth, 
Montgomery  cfe  Co.     They  owned  from  two  thou- 
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sand  to  twenty-five  hundrecl  cattle.  After  five 
3'ears  that  connection  was  dissolved.  In  tlie  mean- 
time, Mr.  Simms  had  continvied  in  the  real-estate 
Inisiuess,  liandling  large  quantities  of  land  as  agent 
for  otiier  parties,  having  had  the  care  of  and  sold 
upward  of  ten  thousand  acres.  He  now  has  four  im- 
proved farms  of  liis  own,  aggregating  five  hundred 
and  sixt^'  acres,  all  l^ing  in  Drummer  Township.  In 
addition  to  tliis,  he  is  largely  interested  in  fruit 
farming  in  Tulare  County,  Cal.,  and  owns  a  fine 
property  in  San  Diego,  Cal.  During  six  niontlis 
of  the  year  1883,  as  a  partner  of  Mr.  HafT,  he  was 
proprietor  of  one  of  the  largest  dr3'-goods  stores  in 
the  county.  AVhile  in  the  implement  business,  Mr. 
Simms  also  bougiit  grain  extensively,  and  con- 
tinued in  that  line  until  1885,  when  he  closed  out 
and  engaged  in  the  canning  business,  with  which 
he  is  now  connected.  He  is  President  of  the  Gib- 
son Canning  Company,  which  was  organized  in 
1885,  and  is  the  second  largest  factory  in  capacity 
in  the  United  States.  It  annually  packs  two  mill- 
ion cans  of  corn,  and  the  Inisiness  will  be  increased 
this  year  (1892). 

On  the  30th  of  August,  1877,  Mr.  Simms  was 
married,  in  (Jibson,  to  Miss  Emma  Canterl)ury,  who 
was  born  at  Athens,  111.,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Asa 
Canterbury,  of  Drummer  Township.  Their  union 
has  been  blessed  with  tlirce  children.  Their  daugh- 
ter, Chloe,  who  was  born  in  Gibson  City,  in  1882, 
is  the  only  one  surviving. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Simms  is  a  pronounced  Repub- 
lican, and  lias  served  as  Supervisor  from  Drummer 
two  years,  and  has  been  Chairman  of  the  County 
Board  one  year.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Gib- 
son School  r»oard  two  years.  In  186(),  he  was 
made  a  Mason  in  Palmyra,  Mich.,  took  a  demit 
several  years  later  and  became  a  charter  member  of 
Gibson  City  Lodge  No.  733,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  to 
which  he  still  belongs.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
Gibson  Chapter  No.  183,  R.  A.  M.,  and  of  Mt. 
Olivet  Commandery  No.  38,  K.  T.  He  was  one  of 
the  first  officers  of  the  Blue  Lodge,  and  served  as 
Master  in  1875  and  1876.  To  Lott  Post  No.  70, 
G.  A.  R.,  he  also  belongs,  and  has  served  as  its 
Commander.  Mrs.  Simms  belongs  to  the  Christian 
Churcii,  and  her  husband  attends  the  same. 

In  1890,  our  subject  built  one  of  the  largest  and 


handsomest  houses  in  Gibson,  erecting  his  own 
water  and  gas  works.  This  house  was  also  the  first 
house  in  Ford  County  to  put  in  the  hot- water  sj's- 
tem  for  heating. 

During  his  residence  of  twenty-one  years  in  Gib- 
son City,  Mr.  Simms  has  always  taken  a  leading 
part  in  its  business  affairs,  and  has  been  active  and 
liberal  in  support  of  local  enterprises  which  were 
calculated  to  benefit  the  city  and  county.  He  has 
prospered  in  business  and  accumulated  a  large  and 

i  valuable  property.  His  career  as  a  business  man 
has  been  characterized  by  strict  integrity,  sagacity 
and  enterprise,  and  his  success  in  life,  which  has 
Ijeeu  most  notalile,  lias  been  won  by   his  own    uii- 

j  aided  efforts  through  energy  and  pei'severiiig  a[)- 
plications  to  iiis  undertakings  in  all    their   details. 

1  He  is  a  man  of  broad  views  on  subjects  of  general 
interest.  An  earnest  Republican,  he  is  an  entiiu- 
siast  on  the  subject  of  protection  to  American  in- 
dustries, and  has  never  wavered  in  loyalty  to  his 
party  or  in  support  of  its  State  and  national  can- 
didates. Genial  and  courteous  in  manner,  he 
makes  friends  readily,  and  holds,  with  a  more  than 
common  tie,  the  regard  and  esteem  of  those  who 
have  known  him  many  years. 
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'  W.  IIERRON,  one  of  the  well-known  and 
popular  farmers  of  Brenton  Township,  re- 
siding on  section  16,  was  born  on  the  21sl 
of  August,  1825,  ill  Brown  County,  Ohio, 
and  is  a  son  of  John  and  IClizabeth  (Caldwell)  Iler- 
ron.  He  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
served  in  the  War  of  1812,  under  Capt.  Buchanan, 
afterwards  President  Buchanan,  and  received  a 
land  warrant  for  his  services.  He  was  married  in 
the  Keystone  State,  and  he  and  his  wife  rode  on 
liorseback  to  Ohio,  where  they  located  in  1815, 
and  made  their  home  until  1848,  when  the  family 
came  by  wagon  to  Illinois,  settling  in  Woodford 
County.  Mr.  Herron  purchased  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  land  and  improved  a  good  farm  near 
Metamora.  In  politics,  he  was  a  Jackson  Demo- 
crat and  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
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while  his  wife  belonged  to  the  United  Presbyterian 
Churcli.  His  death  occurred  in  1871,  at  the  age 
of  eiglity-two  years. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herron  were  born  the  follow- 
ing children:  I^llen  Jane,  who  died  in  18.54;  Re- 
becca Ann,  who  now  resides  in  Newton, Iowa;  .lohn 
C.,  a  resident  farmer  of  Newton;  .T.  W.,  of  this 
sketch;  Mary,  who  was  called  to  her  final  rest  in 
188;>,  and  Andrew  who  died  in  Ford  County  in 
1869. 

Mr.  Herron  whose  name  heads  this  record  came 
to  Illinois  at  the  age  of  twent_v-three  years.  His  ed- 
ucational advantages  were  meagre  but  his  training 
in  farm  work  was  not  so  limited,  for  he  early 
learned  to  swing  the  ax  and  follow  the  plow.  When 
he  began  life  for  himself,  he  worked  at  the  carpen- 
ter's trade  which  he  followed  for  three  years,  when, 
with  the  money  he  had  thus  obtained,  he  purch.ased 
land  and  li.as  since  engaged  in  farming.  He  re- 
sided upon  that  farm  until  February,  1886,  when 
he  came  to  Ford  County,  and  bought  the  farm  of 
eighty  acres  on  which  he  now  resides.  He  also 
owns  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  one  mile  east. 
He  has  a  comfortaljle  home,  surrounded  b\'  shade 
trees,  has  good  barns  and  other  outbuildings,  and 
the  fields  are  well  tilled.  He  is  recognized  as  one 
of  the  sutvessful  farmers  of  the  comnnmity  and 
well  deserves  the  prosperity  which  h.as  crowned 
his  efforts,  for  it  is  the  result  of  persistent  industry 
and  good  management. 

On  the  6th  of  AjM-il,  1854,  Mr.  Herron  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Carrie  Trunnell,  of 
Metamora  Township,  who  was  born  in  Brown 
County,  Ohio,  November  29,  1837,  and  died  in 
November,  1879,  leaving  six  children:  John  is  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Ihenton  Township;  George 
W.,  who  is  living  in  Woodford  County;  James  P., 
Mary  E.,  Minnie  15.  and  Nellie.  Mr.  Herron  was 
again  married,  in  Brown  County,  Ohio,  in  February, 
1881,  his  second  union  being  with  Mary  E.  Berry, 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Rebecca  (Hamilton)  Berry, 
natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  early  settlers  of 
Brown  County ,Ohio.  Mrs.  Herron  spent  her  maiden- 
hood days  upon  a  farm  only  a  mile  from  the  home 
of  her  husband.  She  is  a  ple.asant,  companionable 
lady,  who  is  held  in  high  regard  for  her  many 
excellencies  of  character.     Mrs.  Herron   and  chil-. 


dren  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Church,  to  the 
support  of  which  they  contribute  liberally,  and  in 
its  work  take  an  active  interest.  The  poor  and 
needy  have  found  in  Mr.  Herron  a  friend,  and 
frcnn  charitable  and  benevolent  interests  he  never 
witliliolds  his  aid.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential 
vote  for  Taylor  in  1852,  then  supported  Fremont 
and  Lincoln  laut  did  not  vote  for  Grant,  with  whom 
he  was  personally  acquainted.  He  cast  his  ballot 
for  Garfield  and  then  supported  Gov.  St.  John, 
since  which  time  he  has  been  a  stanch  Prohibition- 
ist. He  is  a  man  of  decided  opinions,  who  alw.ays 
takes  a  firm  stand  in  support  of  what  he  believes 
to  be  right.  He  is  a  genial  gentleman  and  quite 
poi)ular  throughout  the  community. 


p)i  If 'ii^  >  ji  fc   ] 


ACOB  W.  SPERA  has  for  fifteen  years  re- 
sided upon  his  present  farm  on  section  5, 
Brenton  Township.  He  is  a  native  of  the 
Buckeye  State,  his  birth  having  occurred  in 
W.ayne  County,  December  17,  1841.  He  is  one  of 
three  children  who  were  born  unto  George  and 
Mary  A.  (Johnson)  Spera.  His  father  was  born 
and  reared  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  and  there 
learned  the  trade  of  shoe  making.  In  1835,  he 
emigrated  Westward  to  Ohio,  where  he  turned  his 
attention  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  in  Wa3-ne 
County,  on  Christmas  Eve  of  1840,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Johnson,  a  native  of  Ohio. 
All  of  their  children  were  born  in  Wayne  County. 
The  year  1857  witnessed  their  removal  to  Illinois, 
and  saw  them  located  in  Knox  County,  where 
they  made  their  home  for  about  nine  years,  when, 
in  the  spring  of  1866,  Mr.  Spera  came  with  his 
family  to  Ford  County,  and  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  land  upon  which  his  j-ounger  brother 
Henry  now  resides.  It  was  then  in  its  primitive 
condition,  not  a  furrow  having  been  turned  or  an 
improvement  made,  but  he  developed  it  into  a 
good  farm.  He  was  called  to  his  final  rest  on 
the  11th  of  April,  1886.  His  wife  is  still  living 
in  Piper  City.  He  exercised  his  right  of  franchi.se 
in  support  of  the  Democratic  party  until  1856, 
when  he  voted  for  Fremont  and   was  ever  after- 
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wards  a  Republican.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  to  which  Mrs.  Spera  also  belongs. 
Their  children  are  all  j-et  living:  Jacob,  of  this 
sketch;  Mrs-.  L.  J.  Clay,  of  Chicago,  and  Henrj',  a 
resident  farmer  of  Brenton  Township. 

Our  subject  spent  the  first  fifteen  years  of  his 
life  in  Ohio,  where  he  attended  the  common  schools. 
His  early  education  was  supplemented  by  study  in 
the  graded  school  of  Oneida,  111.  He  was  reaied 
to  agricultural  pursuits  and  has  followed  farm- 
ing throughout  his  entire  life.  At  tlie  age  of 
twenty-two,  he  left  the  liome  farm  and  began  work- 
ing for  himself.  As  a  companion  and  helpmate  on 
life's  journey,  he  chose  Miss  Nellie  E.  Jelliflfe,  their 
union  being  celebrated  in  Knox  County,  Novem- 
ber 9,  1865.  The  lady  was  born  in  New  .Jersey 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Fletcher  G.  and  Mary  W.  .Tel- 
liffe,  the  former  a  native  of  Connecticut  and  the 
latter  of  New  York.  They  came  to  Illinois  in 
1858,  and  are  now  residents  of  Galesburg. 

Mr.  Spera  engaged  in  farming  in  Knox  County 
until  1869,  when  he  came  to  Ford  Counts'.  lie 
had  visited  the  county  in  1865,  lint  did  not  make 
a  permanent  location  until  four  years  later.  He 
now  owns  forty  acres  of  good  land  and  also  oper- 
ates some  rented  land.  His  wife  is  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Church.  Mr.  Spera  cast  his  first 
Presidential  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln  for  his  sec- 
ond term,  and  heard  his  debate  with  Stephen  A. 
Douglas  in  Galesluirg.  He  has  alwa3-s  atliliated 
with  the  Republican  partj-  and  has  served  as  Col- 
lector and  Assessor  of  his  Township.  For  twenty- 
three  years  he  has  been  an  eye-witness  of  the 
growth  and  upbuilding  of  Piper  City,  and  is  liiglil\' 
respected  as  a  man  who  has  made  his  own  way  in 
the  world. 


"SI 


$+^! 


[3_ 


c=~ 


LEXANDER  CLARKE,  who  is  now  living 
a  retired  life  in  Piper  Cil\',  was  born  in 
County  Fermanagh,  Ireland,  on  the  7th  of 
June,  18,19,  and  is  a  son  of  Alex.  Clarke 
a  farmer  of  Ireland,  who  spent  his  entire  life  in 
his  native  land.  He  married  Esther  AVhitley,  and 
both  died  on  the  old  homestead.     He  was  a  mem- 


ber of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  served  as  Elder 
for  many  j-ears.  In  the  familj*  were  ten  chil- 
dren, but  only  two  are  now  living:  William,  the 
youngest,  resides  on  the  old  home  farm  on  the 
Emerald  Isle.  One  brother  came  to  ,\nierica  and 
died  in  Ohio. 

Mr.  Clai-ke  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  maiilmod 
upon  his  father's  farm,  acquired  his  education 
prior  to  the  age  of  fifteen  years  and  after  that  time 
devoted  his  entire  attention  to  farm  work.  He  re- 
mained in  the  laud  of  his  birth  until  about  1840i 
when,  with  a  brother,  he  came  to  America.  They 
boarded  a  sailing-vessel  at  Liverpool  and.  after 
five  weeks  spent  upon  the  bosom  of  the  .Vtlantic. 
the  ship  anchored  in  New  York  harbor  and  the 
two  young  men  went  ashore.  Our  subject  made 
his  first  location  in  Paterson,  N.  J.,  where  he 
learned  the  trade  of  a  machinist  and  worked  in  a 
loc<jmotive  factor}'  for  twenty-two  years. 

In  Paterson,  Mr.  Clarke  was  united  in  inairiage 
with  iMiss  Eliza  McCullom,  who  was  born  in  Ire- 
land. Their  family  numbered  the  following  chil- 
dren:.lohn  who  was  a  prominent  merchant  of 
Pipei  City  and  is  now  deceased;  Alexander,  who 
was  educated  in  Wabash  College,  and  is  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  law  in  Chicago;  William,  who 
attended  two  terms  of  school  in  Vali)araiso.  Ind., 
and  is  now  engaged  as  a  traveling  salesman;  Ara- 
bella, wife  of  the  Rev.  Fred  Johnson,  a  Presbyter- 
ian minister  of  California;  Esther,  who  has  gone 
t()  California  for  her  health,  and  Maggie,  wife  of 
A.  Coombs,  a  druggist  and  leading  citizen  of  Pax- 
ton.  The  children  were  all  given  good  educational 
advantages,  which  fitted  them  for  the  practical 
duties  of  life,  and  all  are  now  occupying  useful 
and  responsible  positions. 

In  1865,  Mr.  Clarke  came  to  Illinois,  jiurcliasing 
land  in  Knox  County,  where  he  resided  for  four 
years.  On  selling  out,  he  came  to  Ford  County 
and  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixt}-  acres  of  land 
south  of  Piper  City,  for  which  he  paid  *14  per 
acre.  It  was  then  a  wild  tract  but  he  improved  it 
and  on  selling  some  time  ago  received  ¥50  per 
acre.  For  the  past  ten  years  he  has  lived  a  )-e- 
tired  life  in  Piper  City,  enjoying  the  rest  which 
he  has  truly  earned  and  richly  deserves.  He  had 
only  about   ''lOO   when  he  came   to  America,  hut 
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with  that  small  sum  as  a  start,  has  worked  his  way 
upward  until  he  now  has  a  comfortable  competence. 
In  politics,  he  was  first  a  Whig.  lie  cast  his  first 
Presidential  vote  for  Henry  Clay  and  on  the  dis- 
solution of  tlie  Whig  party  became  a  Republican, 
but  for  the  past  four  years  has  been  a  Prohibition- 
ist, being  a  stalwart  advocate  of  temperance  prin- 
ciples. He  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
in  which  he  holds  the  office  of  Elder.  The  up- 
right life  which  he  has  lived  has  won  him  the  con- 
fidence of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact 
and  has  classed  him  among  the  best  citizens  of 
Ford  County. 


OIIN  HUMMEL,  who  is  engaged  in  general 
farming  and  stock-raising  on  section  9,  Ly- 
man Township,  was  born  in  Germany, 
/  August  7,  1834,  and  is  the  son  of  Ludwig 
and  Catherine  (Glock)  Hummel.  The  family  emi- 
grated to  America  about  1850,  crossing  the  Atlan- 
tic in  a  sailing-vessel  from  liremen  to  Baltimore. 
The  father  located  in  Franklin  County,  Pa.,  after 
which  he  removed  to  Knox  County,  111.,  in  18.56, 
and,  purchasing  land,  engaged  in  farming  for  a 
number  of  years  ere  his  removal  to  Ford  County, 
where  he  resided  until  his  death.  He  was  twice 
married,  his  second  wife  being  the  mother  of  our 
subject.  His  death  occurred  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
two  years.  The  Hummel  family  numbered  five 
sons  and  two  daughters:  Anna,  wife  of  George  H. 
Strott,  now  deceased,  resides  in  Baltimore;  .John 
is  the  next  younger;  Nicholas  is  a  farmer  of  Ly- 
man Township;  Catherine  is  the  wife  of  Peter 
Gose,  a  resident  of  Iroquois  County;  Peter  is  mar- 
ried and  follows  farming  and  sheep-raising  in 
Kansas;  and  Adam  is  an  agriculturist  of  that 
State. 

Our  subject  spent  the  first  sixteen  years  of  his 
life  In  his  native  land.  He  started  out  for  him- 
self at  the  age  of  twent3-one  and  had  a  capital  of 
onlj'  ^40,  so  he  concluded  to  trj'  his  fortune  in 
the  West,  and  in  order  to  save  his  money,  hired  out 
to  Henry  Welty  to  drive  a  team  from  Chambers- 


burg,  Pa.,  to  Knoxvilie,  111.  He  then  worked  for 
that  gentleman  for  a  j'ear,  and  with  the  $200 
which  he  received  as  his  year's  earnings,  iiurchased 
a  team  and  began  farming  for  himself;  Init  when 
the  war  broke  out,  he  put  aside  every  other  con- 
sideration and  enlisted  in  Company  K,  Eiglity- 
third  Illinois  Infantry,  under  Col.  Harding,  of 
Monmouth,  the  regiment  being  mostly  formed 
of  Warren  and  Knox  County  boys.  They  were 
ordered  to  Cairo,  and  thence  to  Ft.  Henry  and  on 
to  Ft.  Donelson,  Clarksville  and  Nashville,  Tenn. 
Their  duty  was  to  keep  up  the  communications  in 
the  lailroad  and  telegraph  system.  They  after- 
ward went  South  to  Tennessee  and  Alabama,  and, 
at  the  close  of  the  war,  Mr.  Hummel  was  honor- 
abl}'  discharged  at  Nashville  in  June,  1865.  He 
then  returned  to  Chicago,  where  he  was  mustered 
out  on  the  5th  of  .luly. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1K()7,  our  suliject  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  M.  Upson, 
who  was  born  near  the  city  of  Akron,  Ohio, 
June  21,  1846.  Her  father,  Roland  W.  Upson, 
was  born  in  Summit  County,  in  1806,  and 
married  Plueiie  M.  Randall,  a  native  of  Orange 
Count3-,  N.  Y.,  born  in  1815.  They  emigrated 
from  Ohio  to  Illinois  in  1852.  The  father  and 
mother  both  died  when  sixty-nine  years  of  age. 
They  were  members  of  the  Congreg.ational  Church 
of  Galesburg,  and  had  a  family  of  eight  children, 
three  sons  and  five  daughteis,  five  of  whom  arc 
yet  living:  Lucy  M.,  who  resides  in  Fulton  County 
and  is  the  wife  of  Granville  Wright;  Albert,  who 
is  married  and  follows  farming  near  Galesburg, 
111.;  Sar.ah,  wife  of  our  subject;  Martha  L.,  wife  of 
Edward  T.a^lor,  who  is  successfully  eng.agcd  in 
the  real-estate  and  loan  business  in  Galesburg;  and 
Hannah  F.,  wife  of  William  Wright,  a  live-stock 
and  commission  merchant  of  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hummel  have  been  born 
eight  children,  seven  of  whom  are  yet  living: 
Anna  F.,  wife  of  A.  E.  Cook,  a  farmer  of  Lyman 
Township,  by  whom  she  had  two  children,  a  son 
and  a  daughter;  Kittle  M.,  who  resides  with  her 
parents;  Ida,  a  teacher  of  recognized  ability  in 
tliis  county;  Sarah  M.,  who  is  attending  school; 
Adam  A.,  an  enterprising  young  farmer;  Ilattie  L. 
and  William  G.,  botli  at  home. 
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In  1869,  Mr.  Ilnmmel  came  with  his  family  to 
Lyman  Township,  Ford  County,  where  he  has 
since  made  his  home.  He  purchased  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  wild  land,  but  his  landed  pos- 
sessions are  now  twice  that,  and  the  commodious 
dwelling  and  other  improvements  upon  the  place 
indicate  the  tluift  and  cnter|)rise  of  the  owner, 
who  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  model  farmers  of 
the  community.  He  makes  a  specialt}^  of  raising 
fine  stock,  including  Short-horn  cattle,  English 
shire  horses  and  Poland-China  hogs.  In  politics, 
he  is  a  stalwart  Republican,  and  has  served  as 
Road  Commissioner  for  three  years  and  was  also 
School  Director,  l)ul  has  never  been  an  office-seeker. 
Himself,  wife  and  children  are  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church  and  the  family  is  one  that 
ranks  high  in  social  circles  in  this  community. 
The  parents  celebrated  their  silver  wedding  Jan- 
uary 1,  1892. 


So- 


(OHX  CLAYTON.  Among  the  well-known 
farmers  of  the  county  none  are  more  deserv- 
ing of  representation  in  this  volume  than 
our  subject,  who  resides  on  section  2.5,  Rog- 
ers Township.  He  is  the  owner  of  one  of  the  best 
farms  in  the  community.  The  fields  are  well  tilled, 
there  is  a  large  residence,  and  good  barns  and  all 
the  accessories  of  a  model  farm  can  there  be  found, 
indicating  the  thrift  and  enterprise  of  the  owner. 
Mr.  Clayton  was  bom  near  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, Pa..  M.ay  10,  1845,  and  is  a  son  of  Henry 
Clayton,  a  native  of  England,  who,  when  a  j'oung 
man,  emigrated  to  this  country.  He  settled  in 
Ohio.  Previousl3-,  he  married  Sarah  Ogden,  also 
a  native  of  England.  For  several  years,  he  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  the  Buckeye  State  and  then 
removed  to  Pennsylvania.  He  had  learned  the 
trade  of  manufacturing  cotton  goods  in  the  Old 
Country,  and  in  Pennsylvania  secured  a  responsible 
position  in  a  cotton  factoiy.  At  length,  he  emi- 
grated to  Illinois,  becoming  one  of  the  earl3'  set- 
tlers of  Grundy  County,  in  1853.  He  purchased 
land  and  developed  two  farms  in  the  several  years 
of  his  residence  there.     On  selling  out,  he  came  to 


Ford  County  in  1868  and  bought  about  sixteen 
hundred  acres  of  land.  He  made  his  home  upon 
the  farm  wliere  our  subject  now  resides  and  after 
several  years  removed  to  Kank.akee,  where  he  lived 
retired  until  his  death.  He  w.as  one  of  the  enter- 
prising and  prominent  farmers  of  Ford  County 
and  an  honored  early  settler  of  Illinois.  In  pol- 
itics, he  was  first  a  Republican,  but  afterward  be- 
came identified  with  the  Democratic  party.  A  man 
of  good  business  ability,  he  met  with  excellent 
success  in  his  undertakings  and  accumulated  a 
large  property.  He  passed  away  March  26,  1888. 
His  wife  still  survives  him  and  resides  in  Kankakee. 

This  worthy  couple  had  a  family  of  three  sons 
and  three  daughters,  but  one  died  in  early  child- 
liood.  One  sister  grew  to  mature  years  and  located 
in  Ford  Countv,  but  is  now  deceased.  The  otliers 
are  John;  Alfred,  of  Cabery,  Elizabeth  and  Alice. 
Our  subject  was  a  lad  of  onl\' seven  summers  when 
he  came  with  his  parents  to  the  West.  He  was 
reared  in  Grundy  County,  and  acquired  his  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools.  In  1868,  he  came  to 
Ford  County  with  his  father  and,  after  his  removal 
to  Kankakee,  took  charge  of  the  home  farm. 
After  his  father's  death,  and  the  settling  up  of  the 
estate,  he  came  into  possession  of  the  old  home- 
stead. He  now  owns  a  half-section  of  valuable 
land,  one  of  the  best  improved  jilaces  in  the  com- 
munity, also  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  .acres 
in  Iroquois  County,  about  a  half-mile  from  his 
home,  which  is  well  tiled  and  improved  with  good 
buildings. 

Mr.  Clayton  h.as  been  twice  married.  In  Rogers 
Township,  in  1871,  he  wedded  Mary  A.  Kemp,  a 
native  of  Illinois,  whose  death  occurred  .September 
14,  1873.  He  was  again  married,  October  4,  1877, 
his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Sarah  Duncan, 
who  was  born  and  reared  in  Whiteside  County, 
111.,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Alexander  Duncan,  of 
Scotch  parentage.  Two  daughters  have  lieen 
born  of  this  marriage:    Edith  and  Minnie. 

Mr.  Cla3'ton  is  a  stalwart  advocate  of  Demo-  . 
cratic  principles  but  has  never  been  an  office-seeker. 
Nearly  his  entire  life  has  been  p.assed  in  Illinois, 
and  for  about  a  quarter  of  a  century  he  has  resided 
in  Ford  County.  He  has  a  wide  .acquaintance 
throughout  this  and  adjoining  counties   and  the 
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upright  life  which  he  has  lived  has  made  him  a 
highly  respected  citizen.  He  has  tlie  best  interests 
of  the  communit}'  at  heart  and  has  ever  given  his 
support  to  tliose  enterprises  calculated  to  promote 
tlie  general  welfare. 

"jfOHN  STADLER,  deceased,  was  l)orn  in 
Baden,  Germany,  .June  8,  1836,  and  was  a 
sou  of  George  and  Sybilla  (Baehfiseli)  Stad- 
ler,  who  emigrated  to  America  when  our 
subject  was  a  lad  of  eleven  3'ears,  and  settled 
in  Newark,  N.  J.  The  son  afterwards  became  a 
resident  of  Cochecton,  N.  Y.,  where  he  engaged  iu 
farming  for  a  time,  and  was  there  married  to  Miss 
Matilda  Detzel,  who  died  in  the  Empire  State 
leaving  two  sons,  George  and  John,  both  in  busi- 
ness in  Chicago.  He  was  a  second  time  m.arried 
in  Cochecton,  Sullivan  County,  on  the  14tli  of 
August,  1861,  Catherine  Valendor  becoming  his 
wife.  She  is  a  native  of  Germany,  born  in  Baden, 
and  a  daughter  of  .John  .and  Catherine  ^'alendor. 
She  was  a  maiden  of  but  six  summers  when  she 
came  to  New  York,  where  the  death  of  her  father 
occurred.  Her  mother  died  in  Baden  and  Mrs. 
Stadler  came  to  America  with  her  father  and  step- 
mother. 

Mr.  Stadler  continued  to  engage  in  farming  in 
New  York  until  1867,  when  he  emigrated  West- 
ward and  purchased  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  on  section  30,  Brenton  Township,  Ford 
County,  111.,  where  his  family  now  reside.  It  was 
then  a  tract  of  wild  prairie  land,  but  he  built  a 
comfortable  home,  good  outbuildings,  planted 
many  rods  of  hedge  fence  .and  made  other  improve- 
ments, becoming  owner  of  one  of  tlie  finest  farms 
in  this  locality.  He  started  in  life  empty-handed 
but  at  his  death  was  the  owner  of  three  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  valuable  land.  His  success  in 
life  was  all  due  to  his  industry,  enterprise,  good 
management  and  the  exercise  of  correct  business 
principles. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stadler  was  born  a  family  of 
ten  children:  .Jacob,  who  was  born  in  New  York, 
married  Annie  Ristow,  and  is  a  farmer  of  Brenton 


Township;  Louis,  who  died  on  the  home  farm  at 
the  age  of  twenty -six  year.,;  Catherine,  now  the 
wife  of  Fred  Ristow,  of  Piper  City;  Frank,  who 
operates  the  home  farm  for  his  mother;  William, 
now  deceased;  Helen,  Sam,  Annie,  Elizabeth  and 
Charlie,  all  of  whom  are  still  at  home. 

Mr.  Sadler  was  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
to  which  his  family  also  belongs.  In  politics,  he 
was  a  supporter  of  Democratic  principles  l)ut  was 
never  an  oflice-seeker.  He  was  recognized  as  a 
valued  citizen  of  the  community,  who  took  a  com- 
mendable interest  in  all  that  pertained  to  the 
welfare  of  the  county  and  the  promotion  of  its 
leading  enterprises.  He  died  September  26,  1884, 
at  the  age  of  forty-nine  years  and  eight  months, 
and  lies  buried  in  Brenton  Cemetery.  His  death 
was  mourned  by  many  friemls  as  well  as  his  immedi- 
ate famil3'.  He  had  a  wide  acquaintance  through- 
out the  community. 


'  •5-*!*'!*+F 


\1=T)ATHER  BERNARD  E.  O'MAHONY,  P.as- 
^fcy  tor  of  St.  Peter's  Catholic  Cluirch  of  Piper 
I  City,  is  a  native   of  County  Limerick,  Ire- 

l.and.  He  was  born  in  the  to\vn  of  Bruff,  June  29, 
1856,  and  is  a  son  of  Matthew  O'Mahony,  who  was 
born  and  reared  in  the  same  locality.  He  was  a 
grocer  of  that  community  and  there  spent  his  en- 
tire life,  his  death  occurring  in  1882.  He  married 
Margaret  I^nmet,  who  is  still  living  at  the  old 
homestead.  She  is  the  only  member  of  her  family 
that  never  came  to  this  country.  Her  father, 
Patrick  Emmet,  crossed  the  Atlantic,  and  was  a 
resident  of  Tama  County,  Iowa,  for  many  years, 
but  h.as  returned  to  Ireland. 

The  five  children  of  the  O'Mahony  family  are 
Catherine,  wife  of  William  Costello,  a  resident  of 
Limerick  City,  Ireland;  Maria,  a  sister  in  the  North 
Presentation  Convent  of  Cork,  Ireland;  Matthew 
and  Margaret,  both  of  whom  are  still  with  their 
mother;  Father  O'Mahony,  of  this  sketch;  and  one 
child  who  died  in  infancy.  The  parents  were  both 
members  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  the  father 
took  an  active  part  in  Irish  politics,  advocating  the 
Nationalist  party. 
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Our  subject  spent  liis  early  boyhood  days  with 
his  parents,  and  began  his  education  in  the  Ciuis- 
tian  Brothers'  schools  of  Bruff.  At  the  age  of  fif- 
teen, he  went  to  the  Diocesan  College,  of  Limerick, 
where  he  spent  one  year,  and  then  entered  May- 
nootli,  the  greatest  ecclesiastical  college  in  the 
world.  He  there  spent  eight  years,  completing  the 
prescribed  course  of  study  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
five.  He  was  ordained  a  priest  of  the  Catholic 
Churcli  on  the  29th  of  June,  1881,  in  Limerick 
City.  As  there  were  too  many  priests  in  that  dio- 
cese, he  was  sent  to  the  diocese  of  Cloghcr  iu  North 
Ireland, where  he  remained  three  years  as  assistant 
in  Dromore,  County  Tj'rone.  He  then  returned  to 
the  home  diocese,  where  he  remained  until  .Septem- 
ber, 1890,  when  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America 
and  became  a  member  of  Bishop  Spalding's  dio- 
cese in  Peoria.  He  served  as  assistant  in  Cham- 
paign County,  w.as  at  Ivesdale  for  one  .year,  and, 
since  the  1st  of  November.  1891,  has  been  pastor  of 
St.  Peter's  Church  in  Piper  City.  Fie  also  has 
charge  of  St.  James  Church  in  Forest. 

Not  reluctantly  did  Father  O'Mahony  renounce 
his  allegiance  to  Queen  Victoria  when  he  took  out 
papers  as  an  American  citizen.  He  is  an  ardent 
friend  of  liberty  and  took  a  great  interest  in  the 
National  movement  in  Ireland.  He  is  an  intelli- 
gent and  able  joung  man  and  has  already  made 
many  friends  in  this  community.  He  has  a  fine 
residence  here  and  is  a  highly  respected  citizen. 


!)HEOPHILUS  M.  GLENN,  a  retired  farmer 
//fej\\   residing  in  Piper  City,  who  for  many  years 


has  been  a  prominent  resident  of  this  com- 
munity, claims  Indiana  as  the  State  of  his  birth. 
He  was  born  in  Bloomington,  May  13, 1846,  and  is 
a  son  of  John  Glenn,  a  native  of  South  Carolina, 
who  during  his  boyhood  emigrated  with  his  pai'- 
ents  to  Indiana  and  settled  in  Monroe  County'.  He 
became  an  agriculturist,  and,  in  the  midst  of  the 
forest,  hewed  out  a  farm.  In  tiiat  State  he  mar- 
ried Margaret  C.Graham.  They  removed  to  Iowa, 
where  his  wife  died,  and,  after  a  short  time,  he 


returned  to  Indiana,  but  soon  came  to  Illinois,  lo- 
cating in  Henderson  County,  just  across  the  river 
from  Burlington,  Iowa.  Upon  the  farm  which 
Mr.  Glenn  there  purchased,  his  death  occurred  at 
the  age  of  sixty-four.  He  was  an  industrious  man, 
and  in  every  community  where  he  resided  was 
regarded  as  a  valued  citizen.  In  politics,  he  was  a 
Republican,  and  was  a  member  of  the  United  Pres- 
byterian Church.  Of  the  family  one  child  died  in 
infancy,  while  four  grew  to  mature  years.  James 
H.  until  recentl}'  resided  upon  the  old  homestead, 
but  is  now  living  in  Monmouth,  111.;  Theophilus 
is  the  next  younger;  P^dward  G.,  who  engaged  in 
teaching  for  several  years  and  is  a  graduate  of 
Monmouth  College,  is  now  engaged  in  the  real- 
estate  business  in  Omaha,  Neb.;  and  Sarah  A.  also 
resides  in  Omaha. 

Our  subject  was  a  lad  of  only  five  summers 
when  he  came  with  his  father  to  Illinois.  Upon 
the  old  homestead  he  was  reared  to  manhood  and 
was  carl}'  inured  to  hard  labor.  Throughout  the 
summer  season  he  worked  upon  the  farm  and  in 
the  winter  months  acquired  his  education  in  the 
district  schools.  He  remained  at  home  until  1870, 
when  he  came  to  Ford  County,  i^urchased  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  land  on  section  35,Brenton 
Township,  in  its  primitive  condition,  and  began 
the  development  of  a  farm,  upon  which  he  made 
his  home  until  1888,  when,  on  account  of  failing 
health,  he  came  to  Pii)er  City,  and  has  since  re- 
sided in  this  village,  owning  a  beautiful  residence 
on  the  outskirts  of  the  town. 

In  Lyman  Townshij),  February  21,  1878,  Mr. 
Glenn  was  united  in  marriage  with  iMiss  Elizabeth 
Moslier,  a  daughter  of  Alexander  and  Elizabeth 
Mosher,  who  were  natives  of  New  York,  and  now 
reside  in  Lyman  Township.  Mrs.  (41enn  was  born 
in  the  Empire  State,  December  13,  1853,  and,  when 
a  child,  came  to  Illinois,  her  maidenhood  days  be- 
ing spent  in  Peoria  County.  Five  children  have 
been  born  of  their  union,  but  Emma  died  in  in- 
fancy. Those  still  living  are  Elsie  M.,  Jessie  M., 
Edward  M.,  and  Theophilus  M.  The  parents  are 
both  members  of  the  United  Presbyterian  C'hurch 
and  Mrs.  Glenn  is  an  active  worker  in  the  Mission- 
ary Society.  Mr.  (ilenn  has  ever  borne  his  part  in 
supporting  all  worth}'  enterprises  and  has  t.aken  a 
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commendable  interest  in  the  growth  and  upbuild- 
ing of  the  county  and  the  promotion  of  its  lead- 
ing enterprises.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote 
for  Gen.  Grant  in  18G8,  and  has  since  been  a  sup- 
porter of  Republican  principles.  His  business 
career  has  lieeu  one  of  success,  and,  by  his  own 
unaided  efforts,  he  has  wun  prosperity.  In  addi- 
tion to  his  home  in  Piper  City,  he  still  owns  his 
farm  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  one  of 
the  most  desirable  places  in  Brenton  Township.  It 
is  all  tiled,  three  miles  of  hedge  fence  have  been  set 
out,  and,  among  the  other  improvements,  are  a  large 
house,  good  barns  and  outbuildings,  all  of  which 
indicate  the  thrift  and  enterprise  of  the  owner. 


m>-^^<^ 


PIV^OBERT  IIEVENER,  who  is  engaged  in  gen- 
'^^  eral  farming  on  section  18,  Pella  Township, 
is  a  native  of  the  P^mpire  State.  He  was 
born  in  Oneida  County,  October  13,  1835, 
and  is  a  son  of  Andrew  II.  and  Betsy  ¥..  (Yeidon) 
Ileveucr.  His  death  occurred  in  1840, after  which 
his  widow  became  the  wife  of  John  Abies  and 
died  in  1859. 

Our  subject  was  one  of  five  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters. He  s[)ent  his  boyhood  days  upon  a  farm  in 
Oneida  County  until  seventeen  years  of  age,  when 
he  came  to  Illinois,  hoping  to  better  his  financial 
condition  by  a  removal  to  the  AVest,  where  he  be- 
lieved better  opportunities  were  afforded  young 
men  than  in  the  older  and  more  thickly  populated 
States  of  the  East.  He  began  working  by  the 
mouth  as  a  farm  hand  in  Kendall  County,  and 
was  thus  employed  until  the  14th  of  August,  18G2, 
when,  responding  to  the  country's  call  for  troops, 
he  joined  the  boys  in  blue  of  Company  K,  One 
Hundred  and  Twenty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry, 
under  Col.  John  H.  Van  Armen.  The  regiment 
assembled  at  Chicago  and  went  to  Memphis,  Tenn. 
They  met  the  enemy  at  Chickasaw  Swamp,  the 
troops  being  commanded  by  Gen.  Sherman,  and  a 
hot  fight  occurred.  Under  Gen.  Grant  they  par- 
ticipated in  the  siege  of  Vicksburg  and  in  the 
charges  made  on  the  19th  and  22d  of  May.  In 
the  first  charge  the  regiment  lost  sixty  men  in  less 


than  an  hour.  After  the  surrender  of  the  city,  the 
troops  went  to  Camp  Sherman  and  aftcrwai'd  to 
Memphis,  and  marched  across  to  Chattanooga  and 
Mission  Ridge,  then  on  to  Lookout  INIountain  and 
to  East  Tennessee  to  relieve  Burnsides  at  Knox- 
ville.  This  was  a  hard  march.  The  troops  were 
scantily  clothed  and  were  on  short  rations.  They 
went  into  winter  quarters  at  Larkinsville,  Ala., 
and  on  the  1st  of  May  started  for  Atlanta.  They 
participated  in  the  battles  of  Resaca,  Buzzards 
Roost,  Altoona  Pass  and  othei-s.  Mr.  Ilcvener  was 
sick  the  greater  part  of  the  time  and  so  w.as  de- 
tailed to  drive  a  team  for  the  surgeon.  He  thus 
missed  most  of  the  battles  but  was  with  the  army 
all  the  time.  Starting  on  the  march  from  Atlanta 
to  the  sea,  he  was  run  over  and  cri|i|)led.  That 
ended  his  active  service,  and  after  spending  five 
months  in  the  Jefferson  Barracks  Hospital  in  St. 
Louis,  he  was  discharged  with  his  regiment  in  June, 
1865. 

After  being  mustered  out,  Mr.  Ilevener  returned 
to  his  home  in  Kendall  County,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  farming  until  18()8,  when  he  came 
to  Ford  County  and  purchased  the  farm  upon 
which  he  has  since  made  his  liome.  It  consisted 
of  an  eighty-acre  tr.act  of  land  in  its  ))rimitive 
condition,  but  he  has  built  a  fine  residence, 
made  other  excellent  imi)rovements  and  now  has 
one  of  the  desirable  farms  in  Pella  Township.  He 
has  led  a  busy  and  useful  life  but  has  found  time 
to  serve  in  some  public  positions,  having  filled  the 
office  of  Constable  for  three  years,  and  has  been 
Township  Trustee  and  also  Town  Supervisor.  He 
cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Fremont  and  has 
since  been  a  stalwart  advocate  of  Republican  prin- 
ciples. Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Army  Post  of  Piper  City,  and  has  been  Quarter- 
master for  several  years. 

In  Kendall  County,  on  the  15th  of  February, 
1859,  Mr.  Hevener  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss 
Lossie  M.  Rogers,  a  native  of  New  York,  who 
came  to  Illinois  in  1854.  Two  children  were  born 
unto  them,  but  Mary  E.  died  at  the  age  of  four 
years.  Silas  D.,  who  was  born  in  the  town  of  Lit- 
tle Rock,  Kendall  Count}',  December  2,  1861,  mar- 
ried Alice  M.  McLean,  and  is  a  resident  farmer  of 
Pella  Township.     The    family    have    made    their 
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home  in  this  county  for  twentj'-three  years  and 
are  numbered  among  its  best  citizens.  Mr.  Hav- 
ener was  a  faithful  soldier  during  the  late  war  and 
is  nowa  valued  resident  of  this  communitv. 


GUIS  SCHUNK.  one  of  the  self-made  men 
■  c^  of  Ford  County,  and  a  highly  respected 
^  citizen  of  ]}rentc>n  Township,  engaged  in 
farming  on  section  27,  claims  Germany'  as  the  land 
of  Ills  birth.  He  was  born  in  Bavaria,  on  the  2.5th 
of  April,  18.52.  and  is  a  son  of  Louis  and  Kate 
(Ku|)p)  Schuiik.  His  father  was  born  and  reared 
in  the  village  of  Webenheim,  and  throughout  his 
life  followed  the  occupation  of  farming.  He 
entered  the  army  in  1848,  but  left  it  to  join  the 
Revolution,  but  the  Revolution  failed  and  he  w.as 
captured  and  held  as  a  prisoner  for  some  time.  He 
died  in  1880,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years,  and  the 
death  of  his  wife  occurred  in  1872.  They  were 
the  parents  of  five  children:  Louis  of  this  sketch; 
Jacob,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  near  Milwaukee, 
Wis.;  Christ  and  Fred,  nho  reside  in  German\'; 
and  Charles,  a  resident  of  New  York. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  our  sub- 
ject who  attended  school  in  his  native  land  until 
thirteen  years  of  age.  The  following  year,  he  came 
alone  to  America,  anxious  to  try  his  fortune  in  the 
New  Wcirld.  He  sailed  from  IlamViurg  to  England 
and  from  thence  came  to  New  York,  the  year  1866 
witnessing  his  arrival  in  Illinois.  He  located 
in  the  town  of  iNIorton,  Tazewell  County,  where  he 
began  working  as  a  farm  hand  at  ¥1.25  per  day. 
In  1872,  he  removed  to  Woodford  County,  where 
he  was  married  on  the  10th  of  -Tanuary,  1874,  the 
lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Mary  Wagner,  who 
was  born  in  that  county,  and  there  spent  the  daj's 
of  her  maidenhood.  Her  father  was  a  native  of 
Germany  and  crossed  the  broad  Atlantic  to  this 
country  in  1827.  His  sketch  appears  in  connection 
with  that  of  Jacob  C.  Wagner. 

Six  children  grace  the  union  of  our  subject  and 
his  wif(^  and  the  family  circle  yet  remains  un- 
broken. All  are  still  under  the  parental  roof  and 
in  order  of  birth    they   are   as    follows:     Charles, 


Emma,  Albert,  Lizzie,  Henry  and  ISIabel.  The  par- 
ents are  both  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 
Their  liome  is  pleasantly  situated  upon  a  good 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  which  Mr. 
.Schunk  has  developed  from  wild  prairie  land.  Its 
fertile  flelds  now  yield  him  a  good  income,  and  its 
neat  apperance  attests  the  supervision  of  a  careful 
manager.  He  is  a  good  business  man,  sagacious 
and  enterprising,  and  well  deserves  the  success 
which  has  crowned  his  efforts.  Pulilic-spirited  and 
progressive,  he  takes  an  active  interest  in  all  that 
pertains  to  the  welfare  of  the  community.  He  has 
exercised  his  right  of  franchise  in  sup[)ort  of  the 
Rei)ublican  jjarty  since  casting  his  first  Presidential 
vote  for  R.  15.  Hayes,  and  keeps  himself  well  in- 
formed on  the  questions  of  the  day.  both  political 
and  otherwise.  For  thirteen  years,  he  has  served 
as  School  Director  and  In'  his  earnest  efforts  the 
cause  of  education  in  this  community'  has  been 
greatly  advanced.  JMr.  .Schunk  has  never  had  oc- 
casion to  regret  his  removal  to  America. 


'"*^  AVID  W".  GREEN,  one  of  the  most  pros- 
perous farmers  of  Drummer  Township,  re- 


siding on  section  2;5,  was  born  in  Ross 
County,  Ohio,  August  1,  1827,  and  is  a 
son  of  David  and  Sarah  (Skeid)  Green.  His  father 
was  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  and  all  of  his 
ancestors  were  of  English  extraction.  The  nK>tlier's 
parents  were  direct  from  Scotland,  where  her  birth 
occurred.  David  Green  and  Sarah  Skeid  were 
married  in  Ross' County,  Ohio,  in  1820,  and  there 
the  father  resided  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  June,  1865.  His  widow  remained  on  the  old 
homestead  until  1870,  when  she  came  to  this 
county,  making  her  home  with  her  son  Thomas  S. 
They  were  both  adherents  of  the  Associate  Re- 
formed Church,  but  afterward  united  with  the 
Methodist  Church.  In  politics,  Mr.  Green  was  first 
a  Democrat  but  subsequentl}'  became  a  supporter  of 
Republican  principles.  Their  family  numbered 
eleven  children:  Elizabeth,  now  deceased;  Henry, 
who  died   in    the    army;    Thomas  S.,  a  farmer  of 
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Idaho;  David  W.,  of  this  sketch;  Mary,  wife  of 
Frederick  Metzger,  of  Cliillicothe,  Ohio;  William, 
Erastus  and  Sarah,  all  deceased;  Adeline,  wife  of 
Thomas  Blarshall,  who  is  living  a  retired  life  in 
Springfield,  Ohio;  Orlando,  of  Humboldt,  Kan.; 
and  Ellen,  who  has  also  been  called  to  her  final 
home. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  our  sub- 
ject, who  is  so  widely  and  favoral)ly  known 
throughout  this  county.  He  acquired  a  good  com- 
mon-school education  and  remained  with  his  par- 
ents until  seventeen  years  of  age,  when  he  became 
an  apprentice  in  a  cooper  shop  and  followed  that 
business  for  ten  years.  lie  then  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  Henderson  County,  111.,  where  the  succeed- 
ing six  years  of  his  life  were  passed,  when,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  Rebellion,  he  returned  to  the 
State  of  his  nativity  and  made  it  his  home  until 
1870.  On  the  2d  of  May^  1864,  he  entered  his 
country's  service  as  a  member  of  Company  C,  One 
Hundred  and  Fifty-fourth  Ohio  Volunteers,  and 
served  one  hundred  days,  receiving  his  discharge 
on  the  5th  of  September  following  at  Camp  Den- 
nison.  He  p.articipated  in  many  skirmishes  and 
did  duty  mostly  as  a  scout  and  guard  of  wagon 
trains. 

On  the  15th  of  May,  1851,  Mr.  Green  was  mar- 
ried, in  Ross  County,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Augusta  llaynes, 
the  ceremony  being  performed  by  the  Rev.  John 
Bouton,  of  the  Methodist  Church.  The  lady  was 
born  in  Ross  County,  Ohio,  January  4,  1832,  and 
is  a  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Hannah  (Bateham) 
Haynes,  the  former  of  Germ.an  descent  and  the 
latter  of  English  lineage.  The  father  was  a  farmer 
and  died  in  August,  1884.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Church  and,  in  politics,  was  first  a 
Whig  and  then  a  Rei)ublican.  His  wife,  a  native 
of  England,  came  to  America  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen years.  She  still  resides  in  Madison  County, 
Ohio,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  j'cars,  with  her 
two  j'oungest  sons,  and  she  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mis.  Haynes  were  born  nine  sons 
and  three  daughters,  of  whom  six  are  yet  living: 
Mrs.  Green  is  the  eldest;  Julia,  widow  of  Thomas 
Mendenhall,  resides  in  Ross  Count}',  Ohio;  Emory 
is  married  and  follows  farming  in  Madison  County, 


Ohio;  Edward  is  married  and  is  also  a  farmer  of 
that  county;  Martin  and  John  reside  in  Madison 
Count}-.  With  the  exception  of  Martin,  all  the 
children  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

Mrs.  Green  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
and  attended  one  term  in  the  grammar  schools  of 
Columbus,  Ohio.  Unto  our  subject  and  his  wife 
have  been  l)orn  thirteen  children:  Herl)ert,  an  en- 
terprising young  farmer  of  this  township,  was  born 
in  Ross  Count}',  Ohio,  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  and  remained  with  Ins  parents  until  thirty- 
one  years  of  age.  lie  was  married,  February  2;), 
1883,  in  Chapin,  111.,  to  ]\Iiss  Amanda  S.  Fox,  who 
was  born  in  Morgan  County,  111.,  February  11', 
1862,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Haughton  and  Maria 
(Beam)  Fox.  They  are  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren: Blanche  (deceased),  Grace,  Lee  .and  Ray- 
mond. Herbert  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Protestant  Church,  and  in  politics,  he  is  a 
Prohibitionist.  He  owns  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  acres  of  fine  land,  highly  improved.  Melvina 
is  the  wife  of  Jacob  Carr,  of  Lawrence  County, 
Mo.;  Julia  is  now  deceased;  John  is  a  minister  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  of  Bluffton,  Ind.;  Victoria  is 
the  wife  of  Charles  Baxter,  a  resident  of  Cowley 
County,  Kan.;  George  and  Josephine  are  both  de- 
ceased; Lincoln  is  the  next  younger;  he  w.as  one  of 
Ford  County's  popular  teachers  and  a  young  man 
of  superior  intelligence.  He  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  and  for  three  years  attended 
Adrian  College,  of  Adrian,  Mich.  He  would  have 
completed  the  classical  course,  as  he  expected  to 
devote  his  life  to  the  ministry,  but  his  health  failed 
him.  Emma  is  the  wife  of  J.ames  Carpenter,  of 
Dix  Township;  Martha  E.  is  now  deceased;  Wilber 
and  Eimmett  are  at  home;  Anna  has  also  passed 
away. 

Mr.  Green  on  coming  to  Illinois  was  in  limited 
circumstances.  He  began  with  almost  nothing,  and 
his  enterprise  and  industry  have  earned  him  a 
handsome  farm  of  two  hundred  acres  of  well-im- 
proved land,  upon  which  is  a  commodious  and 
comfortable  dwelling,  whose  hospitable  doors  are 
always  open  to  their  hosts  of  friends.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Green  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Gibson  City,  and,  in  politics,  he  is  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican, doing  all  in  his  power  for  the  interest  of  his 
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party.  He  has  held  the  office  of  School  Director 
for  fifteen  years  and  has  done  much  in  the  interest 
of  education  in  this  community.  He  located  in 
the  county  in  1870  and  is  one  of  its  most  highly 
respected  citizens. 

EKRY  BENSON,  who  is  engaged  in  general 
farming  on  section  1,  Mona  Township,  was 
born  in  P^ngland,  May   2,  1839,  and  is  one 

yig^j  of  nine  children  whose  parents  were  Henry 
and  Ann  (Heap)  Benson.  The  father  was  a  calico 
printer  by  trade.  He  came  to  America  in  1855, 
and  first  located  in  Kendall  County,  near  Lisbon, 
111.,  where  he  operated  a  rented  farm  for  three 
years.  Pie  then  purchased  land  and  made  his 
home  in  Kendall  Count}'  until  1867,  when  he 
sold  out  and  removed  to  Kane  County.  He  there 
spent  his  last  days,  his  death  occurring  Ma}'  11, 
1877.  His  wife  passed  away  March  12,  186,5.  Both 
were  members  of  the  New  Jerusalem  Church.  In 
politics,  Mr.  Benson  was  a  Republican.  He  was  a 
self-educated  and  self-made  man  and  was  very 
successful  in  life,  owing  to  his  own  industrious 
efforts. 

Of  the  family.  Heap  died  in  1891;  Alice  is  the 
wife  of  .James  Woddington,  who  resides  near  Man- 
chester, England;  William  died  in  1878;  Henry  is 
the  next  in  order  of  birth;  Ellen  is  the  wife  of  T. 
B.  Compton,  a  resident  farmer  of  Iroquois  County; 
Bridget  is  the  wife  of  Edward  Ilargraves;  Ann  is 
the  wife  of  George  Burton,  a  hardware  merchant 
residing  in  Batavia,  Kane  County;  Mary  J.  is  the 
wife  of  James  Miller,  who  makes  his  home  in  Sao 
Francisco,  Cal.,  and  Lizzie  is  the  wife  of  S.  G.  Is- 
real,  whose  home  is  in  lialtimore,  Md. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  attended  the  common 
schools  until  twenty-eight  years  of  age  and  acquired 
a  good  business  education  which  has  well  fitted 
him  for  the  practical  duties  of  life.  With  his  par- 
ents he  came  to  America  and  remained  at  home 
until  twenty  years  of  age.  In  1867,  he  came  to 
Ford  County,  locating  in  Rogers  Township,  where 
he  made  his  home  for  three  years.  On  the  expira- 
tion of  that  period,  he  removed  to  Mona  Township, 


and  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land  on  section  1,  where  he  has  since  made  his 
home.  The  boundaries  of  his  farm  have  been  ex- 
tended from  time  to  time  and  he  now  owns  four 
hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  valuable  land,  all  in 
Mona  Township.  He  engages  in  general  farming 
and  stock-raising  and  is  one  of  the  sulistantial 
citizens  of  the  community.  His  own  labors  have 
placed  him  in  this  position,  for  he  began  life  empty- 
handed  and  by  his  energy  and  enterprise  has  accu- 
mulated a  handsome  competence. 

Mr.  Benson  was  married,  on  New  Year's  Eve  of 
1869,  to  Miss  Hannah  Kemp,  daughter  of  Wright 
and  Elizabeth  Kemp.  Seven  children  graced  their 
union,  as  follows:  Mary  Alice,  now  the  wife  of 
David  B.  Kcighin,  a  resident  farmer  of  Mona 
Township;  Horace,  Henry  W.,  WiUier  J.,  Walter 
E.,  Arthur  H.,  and  Minnie  E.,  who  died  in  1891. 

Mr.  Benson  exercises  his  right  of  franchise  in 
support  of  the  Republican  party,  and  is  a  stanch 
advocate  of  its  principles.  He  has  served  his 
Township  as  School  Trustee  for  about  nine  years 
and  was  also  Township  Supervisor.  He  belongs 
to  the  New  Jerusalem  Church,  and  is  recognized 
as  one  of  the  prominent  and  influential  citizens  of 
the  community. 
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ILLIAM  P.  LANDEL.     Among  the  enter- 
'/    nrising  and   wide-awake   business  men  of 


Roberts  should  be  mentioned  the  gentle- 
man whose  name  heads  this  sketch,  who,  undoubt- 
edl}',  is  one  of  the  youngest  mercliants  of  Ford 
Count}-,  but  this  does  not  deter  him  from  being 
a  successful  one. 

Our  subject  has  the  honor  of  being  a  native  of 
Ford  County.  He  was  born  in  Lyman  Township, 
on  the  29th  of  December,  1870,  and  is  the  eldest 
and  only  son  in  a  family  of  four  children  born 
unto  -Jacob  and  Susan  (Gype)  Landel.  His  father 
is  a  farmer  and  William  was  reared  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  lessons  of  industry  and  economy  were 
early  instilled  into  his  mind.  His  literary  educa- 
tion was  acquired  in  the  common  schools,  and  in 
his  leisure  hours  he  assisted    in    the   laliors  of  the 
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farm,  but,  wlieii  near'mg  the  age  when  he  could 
care  for  himself,  he  deterniined  to  give  his  atten- 
tion to  other  business  interests. 

Mr.  Laudel  is  now  the  onl.y  proprietor  of  a 
hardware  establisiiment  in  Roberts.  He  carries  a 
full  and  complete  stocii  in  this  line,  including  the 
standard  makes  of  stoves,  such  as  the  "Garland," 
the  "Jewel"  and  the  "Bloomington."  He  has  em- 
plo3'ed  a  practical  tinner  and  roofer  and  is  ready 
to  fill  all  orders  in  this  line.  In  connection  with 
bis  other  business,  he  also  does  an  undertaking 
business  and  has  a  nice  stock  of  furniture,  modern 
in  style  and  moderate  in  price.  He  well  deserves 
success  and  his  career  will  undoubtedly  be  a  pros- 
perous one.  Genial  and  pleasant  in  manner, 
courteous  in  his  treatment  of  his  customers  and 
fair  and  honest  in  his  dealings,  he  has  already  se- 
cured a  liberal  patronage.  Industry  and  enter- 
prise are  among  his  chief  characteristics  and,  as 
everyone  knows,  they  are  important  factors  of 
success. 

Mr.  Landel  is  a  young  man  of  strict  temperance 
principles  and  affiliates  with  the  Prohibition  partj-. 
Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  Lyman  Lodge  No. 
292,  K.  of  P.  His  entire  life  has  been  passed  in 
this  community,  and  those  who  have  known  him 
from  boyhood  and  have  witnessed  his  upright 
career  are  among  his  stan chest  friends. 


flRGIL  GILMAN  WAY,  who  owns  and  oper- 
ates one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  valu- 
able land  on  section  27,  Drummer  Town- 
ship, is  widely  known  throughout  Ford  and  other 
counties  of  Illinois,  having  been  prominently  con- 
nected with  public  affairs.  He  was  born  in  Cale- 
donia Count}',  Vt.,  March  17,  1847,  and  is  a  son 
of  Wells  H.  and  Susan  B.  (Newell)  Way,  who  were 
of  English  extraction.  His  grandfather  Way  was 
a  Saxon  and  his  wife  was  of  Irish  descent.  His  fa- 
ther was  a  Revolutionary  soldier  and,  while  in  the 
army,  the  English  burned  the  town  of  New 
London,  Conn.,  including  the  home  of  the  Way 
family,  from  which  the  mother  and  her  twelve 
26 


children  were  forced  to  flee.  The  grandfather  of 
our  subject  was  then  a  lad  of  twelve  years.  AVhen 
the  mother  and  her  children  were  in  tiie  street, 
carrying  the  few  things  which  they  liad  been  able 
to  save  from  the  fire,  an  Englisli  soldier  jeeringly 
said:  "There  goes  John  Rogers'  wife  and  her 
nine  children."  Love  for  a  "red  coat"  never 
found  lodgment  in  the  breasts  of  any  of  those 
children  or  their  descendants.  The  grandfather 
died  about  1857.  The  father  of  our  subject  died 
July  16,  1868,  and  his  remains  were  interred  in 
Rutland,  La  Salle  County,  where  a  beautiful  monu- 
ment marks  his  last  j-esting-place.  In  politics,  he 
was  a  Democrat,  and  in  religious  belief  a  Uni- 
veisalist.  His  widow  still  survives  him  and  is 
living  at  the  home  of  our  subject,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-one  years.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church  and  a  most  estimable  lady. 

Virgil  Way  spent  the  first  five  years  of  his  life 
in  the  Green  Mountain  State,  and  for  four  years 
resided  in  Nashua,  N.  II.  He  then  removed  to 
Vernon  County,  Wis.,  where  he  spent  two  years, 
and  at  the  age  of  twelve  he  became  a  resident  of 
Rutland,.  La  Salle  County,  111.  When  seventeen 
years  of  age,  he  enlisted  in  Company  B,  Thirty- 
third  Illinois  Infantry,  for  three  years'  service 
under  Capt.  N.  G.  Gill.  He  participated  in  the 
siege  and  battle  of  Mobile  and  many  other  en- 
gagements. He  was  wounded  in  the  leg  by  a 
bayonet  at  Meridian,  Miss.,  and  had  his  hand 
mangled  in  a  railroad  accident  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1865.     He  now  draws  a  pension. 

After  the  war,  Mr.  Way  returned  to  his  parents' 
home,  and  there  remained  until  he  attained  his 
majority.  He  was  married,  March  31,  1868,  to 
Sarah  D.  Proctor,  who  was  born  in  Rutland,  Vt., 
March  5,  1849,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Capt.  Proc- 
tor, a  prominent  citizen  of  this  community.  Tlieir 
union  has  been  blessed  with  eight  children:  Otis 
W.,  now  of  Iowa;  Virgilla  G.,  who  is  engaged  in 
teaching  in  that  State;  Elliott  W.,  also  of  Iowa; 
Henry  N.,  Chauncey  C,  Susan  S.,  William  E.  F. 
and  George  W.  F. 

At  the  age  of  twent}',  Mr.  Way  began  teaching 
school,  and  has  taught  thirty-one  terms.  He  is  a 
man  of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence  and  edu- 
cation, and  he  is  blessed  with  a  fertile  brain  and  a 
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strong  determination  to  accomplish  whatever  he 
undertakes.  When  a  young  man,  he  also  learned 
the  painter's  trade,  and  by  following  that  occupa- 
tion acquired  a  sulHcient  sum  to  purchase  his 
present  farm.  While  residing  in  La  Salle  County, 
111.,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Republican  Central 
Committee,  of  that  county,  for  eight  j'ears,  and 
for  two  3'ears  was  Assistant  Inspector  of  the  dif- 
ferent Grand  Army  Posts  of  Ford  County.  Since 
locating  in  this  county,  he  has  served  as  Overseer 
of  Highways  for  several  years,  and  was  superin- 
tendent of  construction  of  the  gravel  roads  in 
Drummer  Township.  He  was  Census  Enumerator 
in  1890  of  the  township  and  received  a  letter  of 
commendation  from  R.  P.  Porter,  Census  Commis- 
sioner of  the  United  States.  He  was  Deputy  United 
States  Marshal  for  four  months  and  had  charge  of 
the  Federal  Court-room  at  Springfield,  111.,  during 
the  winter  session  of  1890-91. 

Socially,  Mr.  Way  is  a  Master  Mason,  belong- 
ing to  Lodge  No.  733,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Gibson; 
the  Chapter  No.  183,  and  Council  No.  72.  He 
has  been  agent  for  this  State  for  Gen.  Logan's 
works,  having  traveled  throughout  Illinois  ap- 
pointing agents,  and  has  also  sold  the  works  of 
Gen.  Grant  and  James  G.  Blaine.  He  has  taken  a 
most  active  interest  in  the  building  and  success  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  few  men  are  more 
widel}'  known  than  our  subject. 


.   <'^3: 


"o?.-. 


*^il-^i"i^SM^€ 


*  ■  I^ILLIAM  T.  GASH,  who  is  engaged  in  gen- 
\\/\l  ^''^^^  farming  in  Peach  Orchard  Township, 
^^^  his  home  being  on  section  23,  is  another 
of  the  English-born  citizens  of  this  community. 
He  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  of  day  in  Lin- 
colnshire, on  the  3d  of  .June,  1837,  his  parents  be- 
ing Thomas  and  Mar3'  (Bullimore)  Gash,  both  of 
whom  were  also  natives  of  that  countr3'.  The 
death  of  the  father  occurred  in  1856,  but  his  mother 
survived  some  time,  passing  away  in  1888.  In  their 
family  were  eight  children,  in  order  of  birth  as 
follows:  Ann,  Thomas,  Robert,  William  T.,  Charles, 
Edward,  Ellen  and  Mary. 

William  T.  Gash,  whose  name  heads  this  record. 


acquired  his  education  in  the  schools  of  his  native 
land  before  fourteen  years  of  age,  when  he  began 
to  earn  his  own  livelihood  by  taking  service  in  a 
gentleman's  family,  where  he  remained  for  seven 
years,  or  until  he  had  attained  his  majority.  Hav- 
ing heard  much  of  the  advantages  afforded  young 
men  in  the  New  AVorld,  he  then  determined  to  try 
his  fortune  in  America,  and  in  1858  took  passage 
at  Liverpool  os  a  sailing-vessel,  which  bore  him  to 
the  shores  of  the  United  States.  Thirty-one  days 
were  spent  upon  the  bosom  of  the  briny  deep  and 
he  then  landed  in  New  York  City,  whence  he  made 
his  way  Westward  to  Henry  County,  111.  He 
earned  his  first  mone^-  in  the  New  World  bj' 
working  as  a  farm  hand  bj'  the  month.  He  was 
employed  in  that  vrny  for  two  years  when  he  pur- 
chased teams  and  rented  land,  continuing  its  cul- 
tivation until  1868. 

In  the  meantime,  Mr.  Gash  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Sarah  Bevins,  a  native  of  New 
Jersey,  born  August  9,  1845,  daughter  of  William 
and  Mary  Bevins,  who  were  born  in  Leicestershire, 
England,  but  came  to  the  United  States  in  1843.  In 
1858,  they  came  to  Henrv  County,  111.,  where  both 
died,  leaving  a  family  of  ten  children,  two  of  whom 
died  in  childhood.  Their  union  was  celebrated  on 
the  31st  of  Maj',  1864,  and  unto  them  have  been 
born  the  following  children:  William  11.,  who  is 
now  engaged  in  farming  in  Livingston  County; 
Elizabeth  E.,  wife  of  William  McLaughlin,  a  resi- 
dent of  Melvin;  Clifford  and  Cora  N.,  who  are  yet 
under  the  parental  roof.  They  have  a  pleasant  home 
in  Peach  Orchard  Township  and  tlie  family  is  well 
and  favorably  known  throughout  the  community. 
Mr.  Gash  continued  to  reside  in  Henry  County 
until  1869,  when  he  came  to  Ford  Count}'  and  pur- 
chased eightj"  acres  of  land  on  section  23,  Peach 
Orchard  Township,  where  he  has  since  made  his 
home  and  to  which  he  h.is  added  forty  more  acres. 
It  was  then  in  a  wild  state  but  he  has  it  now  highly 
cultivated  and  has  made  many  improvements  both 
of  a  useful  and  ornamental  character,  which  add 
greatly  to  its  value  and  attractive  appearance.  He 
is  accounted  one  of  tiie  leading  farmers  in  this 
community  and  his  fellow-townsmen  have  attested 
their  confidence  in  him  and  his  worth  and  ability 
by  electing  him  to  several  positions  of  public  trust. 
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He  has  held  the  office  of  Pathmaster,  Township 
Collector  and  Assessor,  and  at  the  present  time  is 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  has  been  School  Director 
since  1875,  covering  a  period  of  seventeen  consec- 
utive years.  It  is  needless  to  say  to  those  who 
know  Mr.  Gasli  that  his  duties  have  Iieen  faithfully 
performed  in  a  i)rompt  and  able  manner.  He  is  a 
public-si)iritcd  and  progressive  citizen,  interested 
in  all  that  pertains  to  the  welfare  of  the  commun- 
it3'  and  the  advancement  of  those  enterprises  which 
are  calculated  to  prove  of  public  benefit. 

In  his  religious  faith,  Mr.  Gash  is  an  Episcopalian, 
and  his  wife  belongs  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows'  fra- 
ternity, lieing  Representative  and  Deputy  Grand 
Master.  Politically,  he  has  always  been  a  Repub- 
lican. Financially,  he  has  been  quite  successful, 
having  made  all  he  has  by  his  own  efforts,  abl3' 
assisted  by  his  wife.  When  thej'  were  married 
they  were  *;jOO  in  debt. 
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^^EORGE  MINCH,  who  is  engaged  in  farm- 
Ill  (=-  ing  on  section  27,  Lyman  Township,  has 
^>^ijj  the  honor  of  l)eing  a  native  of  Illinois. 
He  was  born  March  24,  1847,  in  Tazewell  County, 
and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Catherine  (Giinbel) 
Minch.  The3-  had  a  family  of  ten  children,  eight 
sons  and  two  daughters:  Jacol),  who  was  one  of 
the  bo.ys  m  blue  during  the  late  war  ismari-ied  and 
follows  farming  in  Washington,  111.  Sebestian  was 
a  member  of  the  Eighty-sixth  Illinois  Infantry, 
served  faithfully  for  over  three  years  and  partici- 
pated in  sixteen  im[)ortant  battles;  he  died,  leaving 
a  widow.  Henry,  who  served  in  the  One  Hundred 
and  Fifty-fifth  Illinois  Regiment,  is  married  and 
successfully  follows  farming  in  Henry  County, 
111.;  George  is  the  next  in  order  of  birth;  John 
is  married  and  is  a  substantial  farmer  of  Henry 
Count3';  William  is  also  married  and  is  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Lyman  Township; 
Daniel  is  married  and  resides  on  the  old  home- 
stead; Frank  is  a  successful  farmer,  residing  with 
his  family'  in  Wall  Township. 

The  father  of  this    family  was  a  native  of  Ger- 


many and  when  nineteen  years  of  age  crossed  the 
Atlantic  to  America.  He  made  his  way  to  Peoria, 
111.,  where  he  arrived  in  1831,  without  a  dollar  in 
his  pocket,  but  he  was  an  industrious  man  and 
through  his  enterprise  and  good  management  won 
a  comfortable  competence.  He  was  married,  April 
27,  1837,  to  Catherine  Gimbel,  and  on  the  27th 
of  April,  1887,  they  celebrated  tlieir  golden  wed- 
ding, at  which  all  of  their  children  were  present. 
His  death  occurred  September  28,  1889,  at  the  age 
of  sevent3'-seven  j-ears,  six  months  and  twent^'-six 
days.  Tlie  mother  is  still  living  in  Washington, 
111.,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  j'ears,  and  is  re- 
markably well  preserved. 

Our  subject  spent  his  boyhood  days  upon  the 
farm  until  sixteen  j^ears  of  age,  when  he  began 
learning  the  carpenter's  and  joiner's  trade,  fol- 
lowing that  occupation  until  his  marriage,  which 
was  celebrated  December  17,  1868,  Miss  Catherine 
Magdelena  Luther  becoming  his  wife.  She  was 
born  and  reared  in  Henry  Count}',  111.  Her  fa- 
ther, Peter  Luther,  was  a  German  farmer  and 
emigrated  to  this  country  when  quite  young.  His 
death  occurred  m  Henry  County,  at  the  age  of 
sevent^'-five  years.  His  wife  bore  tlie  maiden 
name  of  Mary  Miller  and  was  seven  years  of  age 
when  she  crossed  the  Atlantic  from  Germany  to 
America.  She  now  resides  in  Geneseo,  111.,  at  the 
age  of  seventj'-five,  but  her  years  rest  lightly 
u|ion  her. 

Mr.  Minch  enlisted  in  Feljruary,  1865,  for  the 
late  war  as  a  member  of  Company  K,  One  Hun- 
dred and  Fifty-fifth  Illinois  Infantry,  and  was 
ordered  to  Tallahoma  on  camp  duty,  whence  he 
was  sent  to  Murfreesboro.  He  remained  with  the 
regiment  until  honorably  discharged  at  the  close 
of  the  war,  September  4,  1865.  In  1881,  he  came 
with  his  family  to  Ford  County,  and  now  owns  a 
valuable  farm  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
on  section  27,  Lyman  Township.  The  arable 
land  is  all  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  the 
barns  and  outbuildings  are  models  of  convenience, 
and  the  beautiful  residence  is  tastefully  furnished 
and  supplied  with  all  the  comforts  of  life.  He 
keeps  on  hand  a  good  grade  of  stock  and  is  a 
model  farmer.  In  politics,  he  is  a  stanch  advo- 
cate of    Republican  principles,  having   supported 
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that  party  since  lie  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote 
for  U.  S.  Grant.  He  is  now  President  of  the 
Board  of  School  Directoi-Sjand  for  many  j-ears  has 
been  connected  officially  with  the  educational  in- 
terests of  this  conimuuit}'. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Minch  are  members  of  the 
Evangelical  Church  and  have  given  liberally  to 
its  support.  Thej'  have  aided  in  the  .Sunday- 
school  work  and  our  subject  is  now  teacher  of  the 
Bible  class.  This  worth\-  couple  have  a  family 
of  four  sons  and  three  daughters:  Joseph  S.,  who 
successfully  engaged  in  teaching  in  Ford  and  Liv- 
ingston Counties,  is  now  engaged  in  farming  in 
L3'man  Township.  He  married  Miss  Lillie  Fel- 
wock.  The  other  children  of  the  family  are  Olive 
May,  David,  Millie,  Forest,  Charlie  and  Flossie. 


A.  BOAL,  a  well-known  druggist  of 
Piper  Cit}',  is  a  worthy  representative 
^^^'  of  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of  Ford 
County,  his  father,  Dr.  A.  .J.  Boal,  having 
been  one  of  the  earl}'  physicians  of  the  county. 
The  Doctor  was  born  in  Greene  County,  Ohio,  upon 
a  farm,  and  his  parents  died  when  he  was  only 
three  years  old.  He  was  reared  by  his  elder  broth- 
ers, who  are  physicians  in  Knox  County,  111.  He 
acquired  a  common-school  education,  and  at  the 
age  of  nineteen,  entered  a  medical  college  in  New 
York  City,  and  on  leaving  that  institution  after 
three  years  opened  an  office  and  engaged  in  prac- 
tice for  one  year  in  Elmwood,  Peoria  County,  111. 
He  then  removed  to  Oneida,  Knox  County.  lie 
owed  his  brother  $2,800  for  his  tuition  and  ex- 
penses while  in  school,  and  so  successful  was  he 
while  in  Oneida,  that  during  the  first  year  he  was 
enabled  to  pay  off  his  indebtedness.  In  1867,  he 
removed  to  Vermont,  111.,  and  in  1868  came  to 
Piper  Cit}',  where  he  made  his  home  until  his 
death  on  the  28th  of  November,  1871,  at  the  .age 
of  thirty-six  3-ears.  On  account  of  ill  health,  he 
was  forced  to  abandon  his  profession  somewhat 
and  engage  in  the  drug  business.  He  was  mar- 
ried near  Uniontown,  Knox  County,  111..  April  10, 
1856,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Hail,  who  was  born  in  Ohio, 


and  with  her  ))arents  removed  to  Illinois  in  1844. 
Her  father,  Chancey  Hall,  is  now  deceased,  but  her 
mother  is  still  living.  Mrs.  Boal,  mother  of  our 
subject,  has  made  her  home  in  Chicago  for  the 
past  four  years.  The  Doctor  was  first  a  AVhig  in 
politics,  and  afterward  a  Republican,  and  in  his 
social  relations  was  a  Mason.  They  had  a  family 
of  three  children:  Stella,  wife  of  W.  E.  Baker,  of 
Azusa,  Cal.;  D.  A.,  of  this  sketch;  and  Minnie,  who 
resides  with  her  mother. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Oneida,  Knox  County, 
on  the  2d  of  April,  1859,  there  spent  his  boyhood 
days  and  began  his  education.  He  afterward 
spent  two  j-ears  in  the  business  college  and  High 
School  of  Galesburg,  and,  in  the  year  1874,  studied 
draughting  in  a  patent  office,  with  tlie  intention  of 
making  it  his  business,  but  abandoned  that  calling 
for  the  drug  business.  His  mother  is  a  registered 
pharmacist  and  after  the  death  of  her  husband, 
she  carried  on  the  business  successfully  with  the 
help  of  her  son  for  eight  years.  Mr.  Boal  has  been 
familiar  with  the  business  of  a  druggist  since  his 
boyhood  and  is  also  a  registered  pharmacist.  He 
has  now  a  fine  store  in  Piper  City  and  carries  a 
full  and  comi)lete  stock  in  his  line. 

In  his  leisure  hours,  Mr.  Boal  devotes  all  his 
time  and  attention  to  painting.  He  possesses 
much  artistic  talent,  which  has  been  cultivated 
until  his  works  will  compare  favorably  with  those 
of  many  artists  of  note.  His  work  sells  readilj", 
and,  if  necessary,  he  could  support  himself  by  his 
brush.  Nearly  every  season  he  joins  a  sketching 
partly  from  Chicago,  who,  with  the  best  insti'uctors, 
visit  places  of  interest,  noted  for  their  scenery. 
Thev  have  been  to  the  White  Mountains,  Baraboo, 
AVis.,  Devil's  Lake,  and  other  picturesque  parts  of 
the  country,  and  Mr.  Boal  has  many  beautiful 
scenes  preserved  by  his  pencil,  brush  or  kodak  as 
mementoes  of  those  expeditions.  He  especially 
excels  in  painting  fruit,  and  some  of  his  work  has 
taken  high  rank  over  hundreds  of  competing 
pieces  by  the  decision  of  good  judges.  His  mod- 
esty makes  him  depreciate  his  own  work  in  this 
line,  but  undoubtedly  Mr.  Boal  possesses  artistic 
talent  of  a  high  order. 

On  the  Ifith  of  November,  1881,  Mr.  Boal  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Charlotta  Plank,  the 
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daughter  of  J.  B.  Plank,  of  Piper  Cit}-.  They  have 
two  children:  Howard  and  Lola.  In  politics,  Mr. 
Boal  is  a  stanch  Republican  and  cast  his  first  Presi- 
dential vote  for  Gen.  Garfield.  Socially,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  INLasonic  lodge,  in  which  he  holds 
the  ottice  of  Secretary.  His  wife  is  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  In  social  circles,  this 
worthy  couple  rank  high  and  their  friends 
tlirouirhout  the  community  are  many.  Our  sub- 
ject has  made  his  own  way  in  business  and  as  the 
result  of  his  own  industry  and  enterprise  has  won 
a  handsome  competence. 


"  ACOB  C.  WAGNER,  who  is  engaged  in  gen- 
eral farming  and  stock-raising  on  section 
28,  Brenton  Township,  has  made  his  home 
I  in  the  county  for  twenty-nine  years,  and 
in  all  that  time  has  resided  upon  his  present  farm. 
As  an  early  settler  and  leading  citizen,  he  well  de- 
serves representation  in  this  volume,  and  it  is  with 
pleasure  tliat  we  present  his  sketch  to  our  readers. 
He  was  born  in  Woodford  County,  111.,  vSeptember 
29,  1841,  and  is  a  son  of  Michael  Wagner,  a  native 
of  Germany.  In  the  Fatherland  he  served  as  a 
shepherd,  and  when  a  young  man  crossed  the  At- 
lantic to  America,  landing  at  New  York,  from 
whence  he  went  to  Ohio,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming  for  a  few  years.  He  then  came  to  Illinois, 
made  a  claim  in  Wood  Township,  Woodford 
County,  and  began  the  development  of  a  farm. 
The  Hidians  had  not  then  left  the  neighborhood, 
and  the  entire  country  round  about  was  wild  and 
unsettled.  In  that  county  Mr.  Wagner  married 
Anna  Mathews,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  and  is 
still  living  on  the  old  home  farm.  The  husband 
died  in  1882,  at  the  age  of  eight}'  years.  He  was 
a  respected  citizen,  and  always  kept  well  informed 
on  the  questions  of  the  day.  In  religious  belief,  he 
was  a  Lutheran,  and  in  politics  a  Republican,  and 
served  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors. 
He  came  to  America  in  limited  circumstances,  but 
by  his  industry  and  good  management  secured  a 
comfortable  competence. 


Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wagner  were  born  seven 
children:  John,  who  is  now  living  in  Brenton 
Township;  Michael,  a  resident  farmer  of  Woodford 
County;  Jacob,  of  this  sketch;  Catherine,  who  is 
living  in  Woodford  County;  Daniel,  who  lives  on 
the  old  homestead;  Henry,  who  operates  his  moth- 
er's land;  and  Mary,  wife  of  Lewis  Scliunk,  a  far- 
mer of  Brenton    Township. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  Mr. 
Wagner,  whose  name  heads  this  record.  His  boy- 
hood days  were  spent  upon  his  father's  farm  in 
Woodford  County,  and  until  sixteen  years  of  age 
he  attended  the  German  schools.  After  that  time 
he  devoted  his  entire  attention  to  work  upon  the 
home  farm  until  twenty-two  years  of  age,  when 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Dingle- 
dine,  a  native  of  Tazewell  County,  111.  Immedi- 
ately afterward,  they  removed  to  Ford  County, 
and  Mr.  Wagner  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  wild  prairie  land  and  began  the  develop- 
ment of  a  farm.  Not  many  years  had  i)assed  be- 
fore the  entire  amount  was  under  cultivation,  and 
good  improvements  were  made.  He  now  has  a 
valuable  farm  and  in  connection  with  the  raising 
of  cereals  adapted  to  this  climate,  he  engages  in 
stock-raising.  He  is  a  straightforward  and  up- 
right business  man  and  has  made  a  valuable  prop- 
erty, owning  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres. 

Twelve  children  graced  the  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wagner,  of  whom  seven  are  living,  four  sons 
and  three  daughters.  In  order  of  birth  they  are 
as  follows:  John  Henry,  who  is  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  in  Brenton  Township;  Katie, 
Frank,  Jacob,  Emma,  George  and  Martin.  The 
children  were  all  born  and  reared  on  the  farm 
which  is  yet  their  home,  and  acquired  good  edu- 
cations in  the  public  schools. 

Mr.  Wagner  has  ever  been  a  friend  to  the  cause 
of  education,  and  has  served  for  many  years  as 
School  Director.  In  politics,  he  has  been  a  stal- 
wart Republican  since  he  cast  his  first  Presidential 
vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln  in  1864.  He  has  often 
served  as  a  delegate  to  the  conventions  of  his 
party,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 
He  helped  to  move  the  first  house  to  Piper  City, 
which  was  the  beginning  of  that  place,  and  for 
twenty-nine  years  has  borne  his  share  in  the   up- 
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building  and   development    of  the  county,  and  in 

promoting  its  best  interests.  Socially-,  he  belongs 
to  the  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Druids,  a  social  and 
insurance  order. 

'^  AMES  KEMP,  a  leading  business  man  of 
Kenipton,  w.<is  born  in  Kendall  County,  lU.i 
on  the  24th  of  November,  1853,  and  is  one 
of  nine  children.  The  parents,  Wright  and 
Elizabeth  (Bulterwortli)  Kemp,  were  both  natives 
of  England.  Of  the  family,  Sarah  is  now  the  wife 
of  David  Stockslegger,  a  farmer  residing  in  In- 
diana; Hannah,  the  wife  of  Henry  Benson,  a  prom- 
inent farmer  of  Mona  Township;  Marj-  A.  is  the 
wife  of  .John  Clayton,  who  is  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits  in  Rogers  Township;  James  is  the  next 
younger;  .John  is  a  resident  farmer  of  Uvingston 
County;  Frank  is  a  barber  of  Ivempton;  AVright 
E.,  a  railroad  emploje,  resides  in  Ivankakee,  111., 
and  two  children  died  in  infanc\'. 

The  father  of  tiiis  family  came  to  America  in 
1845,  on  a  sailing-vessel,  which  dropped  anchor  in 
the  harlior  of  New  Orleans  after  a  voyage  of  seven 
weeks.  He  worked  in  the  Crescent  City  as  a  gen- 
eral laborer  for  a  time,  and  then  came  to  Kendall 
Count}',  111.,  where  he  was  joined  by  his  family  the 
following  jear.  For  two  jears  he  was  emploj'ed 
as  a  farm  hand,  and  then  beg.an  farming  for  him- 
self. In  1864,  he  purchased  land  in  Dudley  Count}', 
where  he  resided  until  1866,  when  he  sold  his  farm 
and  came  to  Ford  County.  He  here  purchased  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  on  section  31, Rogers 
Township,  and  in  1869,  bought  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  on  section  6,  where  the  town  of  Kemp- 
ton  now  stands.  He  laid  out  that  town,  which  was 
named  in  his  honor  by  the  Illinois  Central  Rail- 
road, as  he  had  given  the  land  where  the  town  was 
located.  Mr.  Kemp  continued  to  reside  in  Ford 
County  until  1885,  when  he  removed  to  Kankakee, 
where  he  is  now  living  a  retired  life.  In  politics, 
he  is  a  Democrat,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  to  which  his  wife  also  belonged.  Her  death 
occurred  .January  28,  1892,  and  her  remains  were 
interred  in  Kankakee  Cemetery. 


James  Kemp,  whose  name  heads  this  record,  was 
reared  to  manhood  upon  his  father's  farm,  and  ac- 
quired a  good  business  education.  On  attaining 
his  majorit}',  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself,  and 
followed  agricultural  pursuits  until  1884.  In  that 
year  he  removed  to  Kemptou  and  began  the  manu- 
facture of  the  Kemp  hay  press,  an  invention  of  his 
own,  which  was  patented  in  1886.  His  factory  is 
located  in  that  place,  and  his  invention  has  proved 
to  be  an  excellent  one.  He  has  also  invented  a 
riding  harrow,  but  has  never  applied,  for  a  patent. 
In  1891,  he  opened  a  hotel  and  restaurant  in  Keni))- 
ton,  and  is  still  engaged  in  that  business. 

On  the  3rd  of  July,  1877,  Mr.  Kemp  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Carrie  M.,  daughter  of  John 
and  Myrtle  (Bensley)  Switzer.  Three  children  have 
been  born  of  their  union,  all  daughters:  Mary  B., 
Adda  E.  and  Myrtle  E. 

In  his  political  attiliations,  Mr.  Kemp  is  a  Pro- 
hibitionist, and  has  served  his  township  as  Clerk 
for  one  year.  With  the  Methodist  Church  he  holds 
membership,  and  gives  his  support  to  all  enter- 
prises and  interests  calculated  to  prove  of  iiublie 
benefit.  He  is  always  found  on  the  side  of  morality, 
temperance  and  integrity,  and  is  firm  in  his  con- 
victions of  right  and  wrong. 

ICHAEL  OTTO,  who  is   numbered  among 
the   leading    citizens   of    Peach    Orchard 
Township,  and   is   an  enterprising  farmer 
*  residing  on    section    13,  was  born  on  the 

4th  of  April,  1841,  at  Lemnitz  Czaruikow,  Prussia. 
His  parents,  Michael  and  Rose  L.  (Zabel)  Otto, 
were  also  natives  of  that  country  and  were  the 
parents  of  three  children,  two  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter: Michael;  Julia  A.,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Andrew  Zebert,  a  farmer,  and  died  in  1874;  and 
Gustav,  who  is  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 
in  Putnam  County,  111.  The  father  died  when 
our  subject  was  but  an  infant  and  the  mother  de- 
parted this  life  in  1877. 

Michael  Otto  acquired  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  land,  which  he  at- 
tended until  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  then  began 
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to  learn  the  wagon-makers'  trade,  which  he  fol- 
lowed in  Prussia  until  1861.  That  year  wit- 
nessed his  emigration  to  America.  Believing  bet- 
ter opportunities  were  afforded  young  men  in  this 
country  than  could  be  obtained  elsewhere,  he 
bade  good-bye  to  his  old  home  and  sailed  from 
Hamburg  to  New  York  City,  whence  he  made  his 
way  to  Chicago;  then  to  Peru,  III.,  from  which 
city  he  walked  to  jNIagnolia,  Putnam  County,  lie- 
cause  he  had  no  money  to  pay  his  railroad  fare, 
and  began  working  upon  a  farm  by  the  month. 
To  this  labor  he  devoted  his  time  and  attention 
until  1865,  in  wliicli  year  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage witli  Miss  Ida  Funte,  daughter  of  William 
and  Tina  Funte.  Soon  afterwards,  Mr.  Otto  rented 
land,  which  he  operated  for  three  years,  and  on 
the  expiration  of  that  period,  in  1868,  he  came  to 
Ford  County  and  made  the  purchase  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  on  section  13,  Peacli  Orchard 
Township.  It  has  since  been  his  home,  and  dur- 
ing the  years  that  have  passed  he  has  transformed 
the  wild  tract  into  rich  and  fertile  fields,  highly 
cultivated  and  well  improved. 

Nine  children  have  been  born  of  the  union  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Otto:  Mary  A.,  now  tlie  wife  of  Gott- 
lieb Drager.  a  resident  farmer  of  Iroquois  County; 
Ida  E.,  wife  of  Henry  C.  .Speltmeyer,  a  hardware 
merchant  residing  in  Melvin;  Minnie  L.,  wife  of 
Alle  Umbarger,  an  agriculturist  of  Wall  Township; 
John  M.,  Anna  II.  I.,  Gustav  A.  and  Fred  W.  A.; 
George  H.  A.,  deceased;  and  Delia  R.  L. 

In  addition  to  his  home  farm,  Mr.  Otto  owns 
other  property,  and  his  landed  possessions  aggre- 
gate seven  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  all  located 
in  Wall  and  Peach  Orchard  Townships  and  all 
improved.  He  is  a  truly  self-made  man,  for  he 
started  out  in  life  with  only  a  pair  of  willing 
hands  and  a  young  man's  bright  hope  of  the  fu- 
ture, but  he  determined  to  win  success  and  has 
reached  the  goal  of  his  hopes.  Among  the  wealthy 
citizens  of  the  community  he  is  numbered,  and  he 
is  also  one  of  the  most  prominent  farmers  of  his 
township.  With  the  German  Lutheran  Church  he 
holds  membership,  and  in  his  political  afliliations 
is  a  Republican,  having  served  his  fellow-towns- 
men as  Road  Commissioner  for  three  years,  while 
for  twelve  years   he  has  filled   the  office  of  School 


Director.  The  cause  of  education  has  found  in 
him  a  warm  friend,  and  he  .also  gives  his  hearty 
support  and  co-operation  to  other  interests  calcu- 
lated to  jirove  of  public  benefit,  or  enterprises 
tending  to  promote  the  general  welfare. 
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■^OHN  W.  GILKESON  now  owns  and  oper- 
ates eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  13 
Wall  Township,  where  he  has  made  his 
home  for  about  twelve  years.  A  native  of 
Illinois,  he  was  born  in  Peoria  County,  on  the 
nth  of  August,  1854,  but  was  reared  in  Marshall 
County,  and  is  the  second  child  of  William  B.  and 
Cecelia  (Lytic)  Gilkeson.  His  father  was  a  native 
of  Indiana,  and  in  that  State  spent  his  early  child- 
hood days.  AVhen  he  was  only  four  years  old, 
his  father  died  and,  with  his  mother,  he  afterward 
removed  to  Peoria  County,  111.,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood  and  acquired  a  common-school  educa- 
tion. He  began  earning  his  own  livelihood  as  a 
farm  hand,  working  out  by  the  month,  and  was 
in  early  life  entirely  dependent  upon  his  own  re- 
sources. In  Peoria  County,  on  attaining  his  ma- 
jority, he  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss  Lytle,  a 
native  of  the  Buckeye  State,  born  February  12, 
1834,  who  during  her  childhood  came  with  her 
parents  to  Illinois.  After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Gil- 
keson engaged  in  farming  for  himself  for  a  few 
years,  and  then  removed  to  Marshall  County,  111., 
where  he  operated  rented  land  until  March,  1867, 
when  he  came  to  Ford  County.  He  here  pur- 
chased one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  on 
section  15,  Wall  Township,  and  upon  that  farm 
made  his  home  until  about  four  j'ears  ago,  when, 
on  account  of  failing  health,  he  went  to  Chicago 
in  order  to  secure  better  medical  attendance,  and 
is  still  residing  in  that  city.  He  began  life  empty- 
handed,  but  has  met  with  good  success  in  his  busi- 
ness undertakings  and  now  owns  a  valuable  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 

During  the  late  war,  William  B.  Gilkeson,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  served  for  fourteen  months 
as  one  of  the  boys  in  blue.     He   was    taken    pris- 
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oner  on  the  Tombigbee  River  by  guerrillas,  along 
with  thirteen  or  fourteen  comrades,  but  all  were 
given  their  freedom  except  him.  He  was  pl.aced 
on  board  a  boat  loaded  with  cotton.  The  rebels 
afterward  landed  the  cotton,  using  it  for  breast- 
works. An  old  dark.y  escai)ed  from  the  boat  while 
thej-  were  thus  employed  and  carried  word  to  the 
Union  army,  which  at  once  advanced.  When  tlie 
blue  coats  appeared  on  the  scene,  the  rebels  fled  in 
disorder  and  Mr.  Gilkeson  was  recaptured.  He  takes 
considerable  interest  in  political  affairs  and  is  a 
stalwart  Republican.  He  holds  membership  with 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

Ill  the  Gilkeson  family  were  four  sons  and  one 
daughter:  Janet,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seven 
years;  .lohn  AV.,  wliose  name  heads  this  record; 
Thomas  E.,  a  resident  of  Uattle  Creek,  Mich.;  Fre- 
mont, a  farmer  of  Wall  Township;  and  Morris, 
wlio  is  living  in  Chicago  witli  his  parents. 

Our  subject  received  the  educational  advan- 
tages of  the  common  schools  and  remained  upon 
his  father's  farm  until  he  had  attained  liis  ma- 
jority. He  was  a  j'oung  man  of  seventeen  years 
when  he  came  with  the  family  to  Ford  County. 
He  made  liis  first  purchase  of  land  in  tlie  j-ear 
1880,  comprising  eighty  acres,  upon  whicli  not 
a  furrow  had  been  turned  or  an  improvement 
made.  In  the  years  which  have  since  come  and 
gone,  he  has  pl.aced  the  entire  amount  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation.  Good  buildings  have 
been  erected,  the  fields  are  well  tilled  and  tlie 
Gilkeson  home  is  indeed  a  model  farm.  He  also 
carries  on  stock-raising  and  feeds  a  carload  of 
cattle  each  year. 

In  1881,  Mr.  Gilkeson  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Mary  McClellan,  a  native  of  the  Empire 
State,  and  a  daughter  of  William  and  Catherine 
(Myers)  McClellan,  who  were  natives  of  the  Emer- 
ald Isle.  The  father  was  a  farmer  and  died  in 
1865,  at  the  age  of  forty-five  years.  His  wife  is 
still  living  in  Loda,  111.  In  their  family  were  two 
sons  and  six  daughters:  Mary,  now  deceased; 
Margaret,  wife  of  William  Houston,  a  resident  of 
Iowa;  Mrs.  Gilkeson,  wife  of  our  subject;  James, 
who  is  married  and  resides  in  C^hicago;  Eleanor, 
wife  of  Chalmers  Fairly,  a  resident  fanner  of  Jef- 


ferson County,  Neb.;  Martha,  wife  of  Charles 
Houston,  a  farmer  residing  in  Peoria  County,  111.; 
David,  who  is  eng.aged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in 
Washington;  and  Elizabeth,  who  makes  her  home 
in  Iroquois  County. 

ISIrs.  Ciilkcson  acquired  an  excellent  education 
in  the  Loda  schools  and  was  a  teacher  of  recog- 
nized ability.  She  taught  for  twenty-one  terms 
in  Iroquois  County,  .and  for  four  terms  in  Ford 
County.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  Methodists, 
belonging  to  the  Victor  Church.  ^Lwo  children 
grace  their  union:  Myrtie  and  Charles  Howard. 
Mr.  Gilkeson  is  a  Republican,  having  supported 
that  party  since  he  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote 
for  Grant.  He  has  served  as  a  delegate  to  its 
conventions  and  t.akes  an  active  interest  in  its 
success.  He  has  served  as  Commissioner  of  High- 
ways for  three  years,  and  was  .School  Director  for 
nine  years.  He  is  a  reliable,  straightforward  busi- 
ness man,  higlily  esteemed  by  all  who  know  him, 
and  his  acquaintances  in  this  community  are  many. 


UGUSTUS  TINDALL,  a  prominent  fanner 
residing  on  section  7,  Thenton  Township, 
has  the  honor  of  being  a  native  of  Illinois. 
He  w.as  born  in  Kock  Island  County,  on 
the  22d  of  October,  1^(4(3,  and  is  a  son  of  William 
T.  and  Ann  (Collier)  Tindall,  the  former  a  native 
of  Mar  J' land  and  the  latter  of  Delaware.  In  1834, 
they  emigrated  AVestward  and  settled  in  Rock 
Island  Count3',Ill.  Is  was  then  a  wild  and  almost 
unimproved  tract.  Not  a  house  marked  the  site 
of  the  present  city  of  Rock  Island,  which  then 
contained  only  a  Government  post.  Mr.  Tindall 
began  the  development  of  a  f.-irm  and  was  very 
successful  in  his  liusincss  operations,  becoming  a 
well-to-do  man.  His  wife  died  at  the  birth  of  our 
subject,  after  which  he  wedded  Maria  (Weiskeaver) 
Hamilton.  His  death  occurred  in  1883,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-three  ye.ars.  In  politics,  he  was  a  Re- 
publican, and.  in  religious  belief,  was  a  Universal- 
ist.  The  family  numbered  eight  children:  William 
E.,  who  now  resides  in  AV.ashington;  C.  II.,  who 
served  in  the  California  militia  at  the  time  of  the 
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vvai-  and  was  an  old  resident  of  Ford  County,  died 
in  Dakota;  Mrs.  Mar.v  Moore  is  living  in  Montana; 
Berrj-man,  who  served  in  tlie  One  Hundred  and 
Twenty-sixth  Illinois  Infantry  for  three  years,  is 
now  a  resident  of  Kansas;  Augustus  is  the  next 
younger;  Lemuel  L.  is  a  resident  of  Iowa;  and 
Cordelia  Alice  is  living  in  Kansas.  The  last  two 
children  were  born  of  the  second  marriage. 

Our  subject  spent  his  childiiood  days  upon  his 
father's  farm  in  Rock  Island  County,  where  he 
acquired  a  cotninon-school  education.  No  event 
of  special  importance  occurred  in  his  youth  until 
eighteen  years  of  age  when,  on  the  2d  of  March, 
1865,  he  enlisted  in  the  country's  service.  When 
his  brother  started  for  the  war,  Augustus  also 
wished  to  go,  but  as  he  was  then  only  fifteen  years 
of  age,  his  father  objected,  telling  him  that  he 
could  go  at  eighteen,  and  so  wlien  he  had  arrived 
at  that  age,  he  at  once  enlisted,  joining  Company 
G,  of  the  Forty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry.  He 
was  among  the  recruits,  six  companies  of  whom 
joined  the  regiment  at  Spanish  Fort,  near  Mobile, 
Ala.  He  served  through  the  sieges  of  Mobile  and 
Spanish  Fort,  afterward  went  to  Montgomery, 
Ala.,  and  then  to  Selma,  thence  to  Randolph  and 
Camden,  and  subsequently  returned  to  Selma, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  guarding  Government 
property.  He  went  into  winter  quarters  at  Selma 
in  the  winter  of  186.5-66,  and  was  there  mustered 
out  in  February  of  the  latter  year,  receiving  his 
discharge  in  Springfield.  111. 

Wlien  the  war  was  over,  Mr.  Tindall  returned 
home  and  for  five  years  worked  upon  a  farm,  when, 
in  1871,  he  came  to  Ford  County,  locating  on  his 
present  farm.  It  was  then  an  unimproved  trad  of 
land,  but  now  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  di- 
vided into  rich  and  fertile  fields,  yield  to  him 
a  golden  triliute.  He  is  the  inventor  of  several 
improved  farm  apjiliances,  including  a  cultivator 
which  he  has  patented.  He  has  considerable  genius 
in  this  direction  and  very  much  enjoys  working  in 
mechanics. 

On  the  1st  of  October,  1873,  Mr.  Tindall  was 
jf)ined  in  wedlock  with  Mi.ss  Mary  A.  Patterson,  a 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Anna  J.  Patterson,  the 
former  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  latter  of 
Ohio.     They  came  to  Illiufds  in  1863,  locating  in 


Knox  County,  and  are  now  residents  of  Piper  City. 
Mrs.  Tindall  was  born  in  the  Buckeye  State,  but 
spent  her  childhood  days  in  Knox  County.  By 
her  marriage  she  has  become  the  mother  of  four 
children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters:  Arthur  A., 
who  is  attending  school  in  Davenport;  Jerome  I>., 
Sadie  E.,  and  Myrtle  Jane.  The  family  holds  a 
high  position  in  social  cu'cles.  Mr.  Tindall  is  a 
member  of  the  Grand  Army  Post  of  Piper  City, 
and,  in  politics,  has  been  a  stalwart  Republican  since 
he  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Gen.  Grant 
in  1868.  He  is  a  good  business  man  and  is  highly 
esteemed  for  his  sterling  worth. 

^  AMES  L.  SAXTON,  a  leading  merchant  of 
Gibson  City,  a  dealer  in  dry-goods,  carpets, 
Ijoots  and  shoes,  established  business  in  that 
town  on  the  10th  of  April,  1875.  He  was 
born  in  the  town  of  German,  Chenango  County, 
N.  Y.,  August  13,  1847,  and  is  a  .son  of  Henry  and 
Serenia  (Brown)  Saxton,  both  natives  of  Massa- 
chusetts. His  father  was  born  March  12,  1814,  and 
his  mother's  birth  occurred  December  24,  1H16. 
Both  are  still  living  .and  make  their  home  in  Cin- 
cinnatus,  Cortland  County,  N.  Y. 

When  James  L.  w.as  six  years  of  .age,  he  removed 
with  his  parents  to  Cineinnatus,  where  he  received 
an  academic  education,  after  wiiich  lie  was  engaged 
in  teaching  school  until  August,  1!S6C,  when  ho 
came  to  Illinois,  and  was  employed  .as  a  mereliant's 
clerk  in  Henry,  Marshall  County,  for  three  years. 
He  was  next  eng.aged  in  the  .same  capacity  in 
Mackinaw,  Tazewell  County',  for  a  year  and  a  half, 
after  which  he  became  an  equal  partner  of  his 
brother  William,  of  that  place,  and  there  continued 
merchandising  until  March,  1875,  when  he  came  to 
Gibson  Citj%  starting  his  present  business.  He  w.as 
quite  successful,  and  h.as  now  an  annual  trade 
amounting  to  140,000  and  upwards.  He  is  the 
oldest  dry-goods  merchant  in  the  cit^-  in  continu- 
ous years  of  business,  and,  since  tlie  lieginning,  his 
trade  h.as  rapidly  incre.ased. 

On  the  20th  of  June,  1871,  Mr.  S.axton  married, 
in    Henry,  Marsh.all    County,  III.,    Miss    Mary    E. 
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Whitney.  The  lad3'  is  a  native  of  Fulton  County, 
III.,  and  is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Jane  Whitnej'; 
the  former,  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  is  now  de- 
ceased. Her  mother,  who  is  still  living,  was  born 
in  Indiana,  and  is  a  resident  of  Gibson  City. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Saxton  affiliates  with  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  consistent 
members  of  the  First  Presb3terian  Church  of  Gib- 
son, in  which  he  holds  the  office  of  clerk.  In 
Sundaj'-school  work,  Mr.  Saxton  takes  an  active 
interest  and  part,  having  been  Superintendent 
eiglit  years;  President  of  the  Ford  County  Sunday- 
school  Association  one  term;  Treasurer  of  the  same 
three  years;  President  of  the  Sixth  District  Sunday- 
school  Association  two  terms. 

In  1886,  he  removed  to  Owatonna,  Minn.,  where 
for  two  years  he  carried  on  mercliandising,  and 
then  returned  to  Gibson  City  and  resumed  business 
there.  With  the  exception  of  the  two  years  spent 
in  Owatonna,  he  has  been  engaged  in  business  in 
(■ibson  City  continuously  since  IST."}.  Mr.  Saxton 
carries  a  full  and  complete  stock  of  goods  in  his 
line,  is  always  up  with  the  times  in  styles,  and  is 
one  of  the  most  poinilar  and  successful  merchant-s 
in  Ford  County,  where  he  is  widely  and  favorably 
known.  As  a  business  man  and  citizen  he  stands 
deservedly  high,  and  during  his  many  years  of 
business  in  Gibson  has  won  the  good  opinion  of 
the  best  people  in  the  city  and  adjacent  country, 
with  whom  lie  has  had  business  or  social  relations. 


'TIIERTON  W.  THAYER,  who  owns  and 
operates  two  hundred  and  fort^'  acres  of 
valuable  land  on  section  24,  Brenton 
Township,  is  a  native  of  the  old  Bay  State. 
He  w.os  born  in  South  Braintree,  Norfolk  County, 
on  the  1st  of  November,  1838,  and  traces  his  an- 
cestry back  to  the  day  of  the  Pilgrim  forefathers. 
His  great-grandfather  served  in  the  War  of  1812. 
His  father,  J.  W.  Thayer,  was  born  and  reared  in 
Massachusetts,  and  yet  makes  his  home  in  South 
Braintree  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years.  He 
learned  the  trade  of  a  boot  and  shoe   maker  and 


was  a  successful  business  man.  He  now  lives  re- 
tired. He  was  married  in  his  native  State  to  Su- 
san Wilde,  who  died  in  186.5,  leaving  six  chil- 
dren, four  sons  and  two  daughters,  namely:  AVar- 
ren  A.,  a  well-known  boot  and  shoe  man,  of  Onarga, 
111.,  wlio  died  in  that  place;  A.  W.,  of  this  sketch; 
J.  Q.,  who  resides  with  his  brother;  Susan,  Avis 
and  Elmer  are  living  in  Massachusetts. 

A.  W.  Thayer  spent  his  boyhood  days  under  the 
parental  roof  and  with  his  father  learned  the  trade 
of  shoe-making,  which  he  followed  for  sixteen 
years.  He  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  and  subsequently  attended  tlie  Hollis 
Academy,  of  South  Braintree,  for  four3'ears,  gradu- 
ating at  the  age  of  eigliteen.  He  then  resumed 
work  at  his  trade,  whicli  he  successfully  followed 
until  1863,  when  he  determined  to  trj'  his  fortune 
in  Illinois  and  make  a  location  in  Lyman  Town- 
ship, Ford  Count}'.  He  there  remained  until  1865, 
when  he  returned  to  the  East  anil  again  worked 
at  his  trade  for  some  years.  It  was  in  1871  that 
he  once  more  sought  a  home  in  Ford  County  and 
purchased  the  farm  on  whicli  he  now  resides.  It 
is  a  two  hundred  and  forty  acre  tract  of  valuable 
Land  which  he  operates  in  connection  with  his 
brother.  He  carries  on  general  farming  and  is  also 
engaged  in  stock-raising.  Not  an  improvement 
was  on  the  place  at  the  time  of  his  purchase.  He 
has  built  a  residence  and  barns  and  in  the  present 
year  has  laid  fourteen  thousand  tile.  His  labors 
have  thus  made  his  land  veiy  valuable. 

In  this  county  on  the  22d  of  March,  1864,  jMr. 
Thayer  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Roxana 
Margaret  Pierce,  a  native  of  Randolph,  Mass., 
where  her  parents  spent  their  entire  lives.  She  was 
horn  July  18,  1842.  Their  union  has  been  blessed 
with  two  children:  Hattie  Susan,  who  w.as  educated 
in  Thayer  Academy  and  the  Braintree  High  School, 
spending  five  years  in  study  in  the  East,  success- 
full}'  engaged  in  teaching  for  .several  terms.  She 
is  now  the  wife  of  Harry  Hanford,  who  is  em- 
ployed in  the  r.ailroad  shops  at  Savannah,  111. 
Atherton  Augustus  now  aids  his  father  in  the  cul- 
tivation of  the  home  farm. 

Mr.  Thayer  cast  his  first  Presidential  vole  for 
Abraham  Lincoln,  but  since  that  time  has  been  an 
advocate  of  Democratic  principles.     He  has  never 
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taken  any  very  active  part  in  political  affairs  but 
manifests  a  commendable  interest  in  all  tliat  per- 
tains to  the  welfare  of  the  community,  and  to  the 
cause  of  education  he  is  a  warm  friend.  His  life 
has  been  an  upright  and  honoralile  one  and,  by  his 
sterling  worth  and  integrity,  lie  has  won  the  con- 
fidence and  high  regard  of  those  witli  wliom  he 
has  been  brought  in  contact. 


>^— 


aALEB  McKEP:VER,  who  is  practically  liv- 
-,  ing  a  retired  life  ujxm  his  farm  on  section 
32,  Drummer  Townsiiip,  was  born  near 
Brandy  wine,  Del.,  on  the  8th  of  May,  1825,  and  is  a 
son  of  William  and  Sarah(Harlan)  McKeever,  both 
of  whom  were  born  in  Chester  County.  Pa.,  where 
theirmarriage  was  celebrated  in  1812.  The  father 
was  of  Scotch  extraction.  When  a  lad  of  fifteen 
years,  he  was  one  day  sent  for  a  jug  of  mo- 
lasses, but  he  hid  the  jug  and  ran  awa}-  to  sea  and 
remained  away  from  home  for  four  years.  On  his 
return  he  looked  for  the  jug  of  molas.ses  but  failed 
to  find  it.  After  his  marriage,  he  removed  with 
his  family  to  Delaware  County,  and  about  18.30, 
returned  to  Chester  County,  Pa.,  where  he  resided 
until  1833,  when  he  went  to  Urbana,  Ohio,  spend- 
ing one  year  at  that  place.  He  then  located  upon 
a  farm  east  of  I'rbana,  where  the  mother  died  in 
1 842,  at  the  age  of  fort^'-six  years,  her  remains  being 
interred  in  the  cemetery  near  her  home.  The  father 
remained  in  Champaign  County  until  1867,  when 
he  went  to  Iowa,  residing  with  his  daughter  until 
1870.  He  then  came  to  Ford  County  and  made 
his  home  with  our  subject  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  November  23,  1874.  He  was  a  Democrat 
in  politics,  and  his  wife  was  a  Quaker  in  religious 
belief.  They  reared  a  family- of  six  children:  John 
and  Isaac,  who  are  now  deceased;  Margaret,  wife 
of  D.  Osborn,  of  Oakland,  111.;  Caleb,  of  this 
sketch;  Mary,  wife  of  William  C.  Buncutter,  who  is 
living  a  retired  life  in  Iowa;  and  Ruth  A.,  wife  of 
J.  Spain,  a  carpenter  of  Iowa. 

Our  subject  acquired  his  education  by  attend- 
ance at  the  district  school  for  about  three  months 
in  the  3'ear.     On  attaining  his  majority,  he  started 


out  in  life  for  himself  and  engaged  in  farm  labor 
by  the  month  until  twent_y-seven  years  of  age, 
when,  on  the  6th  of  November,  1851,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Sarah  E.  Thompson,  who  was  born 
in  Champaign  County,  Ohio,  on  the  12th  of  De- 
cember, 1826,  and  is  a  daughter  of  .John  and  i:iiz- 
abeth  (King)  Thompson.  Her  father  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania  and  was  of  Scotch-Irish  extraction, 
and  the  mother  was  liorn  in  County  Armagh,  Ire- 
land, and  came  to  America  with  hor  parents  when 
a  maiden  of  twelve  summers.  They  were  married  in 
Newville,  Cumberland  County,  Pa.,  and  unto  them 
were  born  the  following  children:  Clarissa,  Nancy, 
James  K.  and  Jane  Mary,  all  deceased;  John  K. 
and  Thomas  K.,  both  of  Urbana,  Ohio;  Samuel 
Alex,  now  deceased;  and  Sarah  E.,  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject. The  parents  resided  in  Pennsylvania  until 
1820,  when  they  removed  to  Champaign  Countj-, 
Ohio,  and  Mr.  Tliompson  became  a  very  success- 
ful and  wealthy  citizen  of  that  community.  He 
served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  twenty-one 
years,  and  took  quite  a  prominent  part  in  public 
affairs.  In  politics,  he  was  a  Whig  and  afterward 
a  Republican.  He  and  his  wife  were  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  McKeever  were  married  in  Cham- 
paign County,  Ohio,  and  began  their  domestic  life 
upon  a  farm  in  Logan  County,  where  they  made 
their  home  for  ten  years,  when  the\'  removed  to 
Sangamon  County,  111.  Our  subject  there  pur- 
chased two  hundred  and  sixt^'  acres  of  land,  but 
in  February,  1865,  he  sold  it  and  removed  with 
his  family-  to  this  county,  where  he  has  since  made 
his  home.  He  now  owns  two  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  valuable  land,  constituting  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  and  desiralile  homes  in  this  locality, 
and  has  also  given  forty  acres  to  his  son.  He  is 
an  enterprising  and  capable  business  man  and  the 
success  of  his  life  is  all  due  to  his  own  efforts. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McKeever  were  born  six 
children:  John  T.,  a  farmer  of  Drummer  Town- 
siiip; Alex,  deceased;  Sarah  E.,  wife  of  Dr.  Strauss; 
William,  a  resident  farmer  of  Drummer  Township; 
and  Stephen  and  James,  both  deceased,  Mr.  Mc- 
Keever cast  his  fii-st  Presidential  vote  for  Lewis 
Cass,  of  Michigan.  He  has  been  a  true-blue  Re- 
publican since  the  civil  rebellion,  an  inflexible  ad- 
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herent  of  his  party's  principles.  lie  has  served  as 
Township  Supervisor  and  School  Director  for 
many  years  and  is  a  charter  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternit}- of  Gibson,  111.  His  estimable  wife  holds 
membership  with  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  is 
now  living  a  retired  life,  having  by  liis  labor  in 
former  years  acquired  a  competence  sufficient  to 
keep  liim  in  liis  declining  days. 


^^ 


^^ 


fcllOMAS  P.  JEFFERY,  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  Ford  County,  who  is  engaged  in 
the  nursery  and  gardening  business  in  Piper 
City,  was  born  at  Campl)ell  Hill  House,  in  the 
Parish  of  Cromton,  Somersetsiiire,  England,  on 
the  3d  of  September,  1828,  and  is  a  son  of  William 
.Tefferv,  who  resided  upon  the  farm  where  his  grand- 
father and  great-grandfather  had  lived  before  him. 
He  wedded  Miss  Mary  P.age,  who  died  when  our 
subject  was  a  small  cliild,  leaving  a  family  of  five 
sons,  all  of  whom  are  now  deceased,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  our  subject.  William  died  in  London; 
John  in  New  Orleans;  .James  in  Ford  County;  and* 
Charles,  a  silk  merchant,  died  in  London,  about 
1874. 

Mr.  Jeffery  was  again  married,  his  second  union 
being  with  liis  brother's  widow,  whose  maiden 
name  was  P^mil}-  Knight.  Tiie3'  had  two  children, 
both  of  whom  reside  in  England.  The  father  died 
March  30,  1876,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years. 
He  took  quite  a  prominent  part  in  political  affairs, 
supporting  the  liberal  party.  He  held  the  office 
of  Overseer  of  the  Poor.  Himself  and  family- 
were  members  of  tlie  Episcopal  Church. 

Our  subject  spent  his  early  boyhood  daj's  upon 
his  father's  farm  and  at  the  age  of  ten  was  sent  to 
boarding-school  atClapham  Common,  East  London. 
Through  the  courtesy  of  Lord  Portman,  he  after- 
wards entered  the  Blue  Coat  School  to  prepare 
for  naval  service  and,  in  1844,  received  liis  com- 
mission as  midshipman.  In  October  of  the  same 
year,  he  went  on  board  the  "Vulture"  and  sailed 
with  the  outgoing  East  Indian  Squadron  on  a  three 
years'  cruise  under  Admiral  Lord  Reaghle.  On 
their  return,  he  arrived  at    Portsmouth    dock  in 


August,  1847,  and  was  given  a  ninety-days'  fur- 
lough. He  then  sailed  in  tlie  "Wellington,"  a  flag- 
ship, under  Admiral  Lord  Raglan,  and  cruised  for 
two  years  in  the  Indian  Ocean,  near  Bombay  and 
Calcutta,  when  they  were  again  ordered  home,  by 
w.ay  of  Van  Dieman's  Land,  the  Australian  Coast 
and  tlie  Island  of  Sicily.  They  heard  of  the 
wonderful  gold  discoveries  in  Australia,  but  the 
troops  were  not  allowed  to  go  ashore  at  any  place 
where  they  stopped  on  the  Australian  coast,  for 
fear  they  would  run  away.  The  vessel  arrived  at 
Woolwich  dock  in  July,  1850,  and  Mr.  Jeffery  gave 
up  liis  commission  and  returned  to  the  gold  fields 
of  Australia,  arriving  in  Melbourne  in  May,  1851. 
He  at  once  started  for  the  mines  and  engaged  in 
mining  for  about  three  j'ears  with  fair  success. 
Two  years  of  that  time  he  never  saw  a  coin,  every- 
thing being  paid  for  in  gold  dust.  He  next  spent 
two  years  in  the  freight  business  with  his  brother 
James  and  made  considerable  money  in  that  waj-. 

In  February,  1856,  Mr.  Jeffery  left  Australia 
for  England,  and  soon  afterward  came  to  America, 
landing  at  Quebec,  whence  he  ma<le  his  way  to 
Chicago.  Looking  about  him  for  a  location,  he 
finally  settled  on  section  32,  Brenton  Township, 
on  the  12th  of  July,  1856,  where  he  secured  a  half- 
section  of  wild  land.  At  that  time  there  was  only 
one  house  between  him  and  Onarga.  He  and  his 
brother  James  lived  alone  for  four  years  and  en- 
gaged in  cattle-raising.  In  February,  1870,  he 
rented  his  farm  and  came  to  Piper  City.  Since 
that  time  he  has  spent  four  j'ears  upon  his  farm 
and  the  remainder  of  the  time  has  resided  in  the 
village,  where  he  has  a  pleasant  home  and  is  en- 
gaged in  gardening  and  the  nursery  business,  hav- 
ing about  eight  .acres,  of  which  over  a  third  is 
within  the  corporate  limits  of  Piper  City. 

On  the  18th  of  November,  1861,  in  Ford  County, 
Mr.  Jeffery  wedded  Isabella  J.  Forbes,  who  was 
born  in  County  Monaglian,  Ireland,  August  3, 
1839,  and  is  a  daughter  of  John  T.  and  Armanella 
(Robinson)  Forljes.  She  was  a  maiden  of  ten 
summers  wlien  she  came  to  America  with  her  par- 
ents, who  lived  in  South  Boston.  In  1856,  they 
came  to  Lyman  Township,  Ford  County.  Four 
children  have  been  born  unto  them:  James  William, 
who  was  born  on  the  11th  of  September,  1862,  and 
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is  now  a  butcher  of  Piper  City;  Alice  Armanella, 
who  was  born  February  1,  1864,  and  is  tlie  wife 
of  J.  Ruhbafli,  of  Brenton  Township;  Mary  Louise, 
wlio  was  born  September  25,  1866,  and  is  the  wife 
of  Asa  Burgher,  of  Brenton  Township;  John  Henr}', 
born  August  18,  1868,  follows  farming  in  Brenton 
Townsliip.  Tlie  eliildren  were  all  given  good  ed- 
ucational advantages,  wliieh  fitted  them  for  the 
practical  duties  of  life. 

Mr.  Jeffery,  his  wife  and  family,  aie  all  members 
of  the  Episcopal  Church.  He  is  an  Odd  Fellow, 
having  been  connected  with  that  fraternity  for 
fortj'  years.  He  was  reinstated  in  the  home 
lodge  in  England  when  he  revisited  his  native 
land  in  October,  1890.  He  cast  his  first  Presiden- 
tial vote  for  Lincoln  and  has  since  attiliated  with 
the  Republican  jtarty  when  voting  on  questions  of 
national  importance,  but  at  local  elections  supports 
the  man  whom  lie  thinks  best  qualified  to  fill 
the  office.  He  has  ever  done  his  share  for  tlie  up- 
buildina:  and  develoi)ment  of  this  community  and 
is  a  valued  citizen  of  the  township.  He  is  also  a 
self-made  man.  who  began  lift?  empty-handed,  but 
by  his  own  efforts  has  won  a  competence. 


)^g,.{..5..j..5.p 


"iflOSEPH  BURGER,  a  representative  farmer 
and  extensive  land  owner  of  Brenton  Town- 
ship, residing  on  section  2,  is  of  German 
birth.  He  was  born  in  Baden  on  the  31st 
of  August,  1833,  and  is  a  son  of  F.  A.  Burger,  who 
was  born  and  reared  in  the  village  of  Laurisheim, 
where  he  followed  the  occupation  of  farming.  He 
served  in  the  German  army  for  thirteen  years 
and.  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life  carried  on  a  hotel. 
H&  married  Anna  Maria  Kech,  and  after  the  birth 
of  seven  children  emigrated  with  his  family  to 
America,  sailing  from  Havre  to  New  York,  where 
he  arrived  after  a  voyage  of  thirty-three  days.  He 
located  in  New  London  County,  Conn.,  where  his 
death  occurred  in  1865,  while  his  wife  passed  away 
in  1863.  Bdth  were  members  of  the  Catholic 
Church.  Of  tlie  family:  Jacob  died  in  Connecticut; 
John  died  in  Brenton  Township;  George  is  a  resi- 
dent farmer  of  Iroquois  County;  Josepli  is  the  next 


younger;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Phillips  resides  in  this 
county;  Mrs.  Mary  Haubach  is  living  in  Iroquois 
County;  and  Johanna  is  a  resident  of  New  London 
County,  Conn. 

Our  subject  attended  school  in  his  native  land 
between  the  ages  of  six  and  fourteen  years  and 
when  seventeen  years  of  age  crossed  tlie  briny  deep 
with  his  parents,  and  worked  with  his  father  in 
Connecticut  for  four  years.  He  than  began  life  for 
himself  in  Connecticut  as  a  farmer  and  in  1866  re- 
moved to  Fulton  County,  111.,  where  he  spent  three 
years.  In  1868,  he  came  to  Ford  County  and  pur- 
chased one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  on  .section 
2,  Brenton  Township,  and  on  the  1st  of  February, 
1869,  moved  his  family  thereon.  But  little  im- 
provement had  been  made.  He  planted  each  bush 
and  shrub  upon  it  and  the  buildings  all  stand  as 
monuments  to  his  thrift  and  enterprise.  He  now 
owns  six  hundred  acres  of  valuable  land,  four 
hundred  and  forty  of  which  are  in  one  body. 

Mr.  Burger  brought  with  him  to  the  West  his 
wife,  a  native  of  New  London  Count3',  Conn.  No- 
vemlier  12,  1854,  he  had  wedded  Mary  Gore,  a 
native  of  that  county,  born  October  14,  1821,  ' 
daughter  of  Asa  A.  and  Ruth  Gore,  and  unto  them 
were  born  three  children  in  Connecticut:  Ruth  A., 
who  married  Aug.  A'ogelbacher,  a  farmer  of  Bren- 
ton Township;  one  that  died  in  infancy,  and  Asa 
E.  The  latter  attended  the  Seminary  of  Onarga, 
married  Mary  Jeffrey,  and  is  now  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  Brenton  Township.  Mrs.  Burger's  father, 
Asa  A.  Gore,  was  a  survivor  of  the  Wj'oming  mas- 
sacre. His  father  and  a  number  of  relatives  were 
killed  by  the  Indians  and  ho  was  carried  to  a  place 
of  safety  1)3'  his  mother  on  horseback. 

Mr.  Burger  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Buchanan  in  1856.  He  then  voted  for  Douglas, 
Lincoln,  Sej'mour,  Peter  Cooper,  Weaver  and 
Cleveland.  He  has  been  independent,  but  has  al- 
ways taken  an  active  interest  in  political  affairs. 
With  the  exception  of  two  j'ears,  he  has  continu- 
ously served  in  some  township  office  since  moving 
here  and  has  been  Supervisor  of  Brenton  Township 
since  1876.  In  1884,  he  was  a  candidate  for  the 
Legislature  on  the  Greenback  ticket.  This  county 
has  a  Republican  majority  of  two  to  one,  but  he 
carried  the  count}',  although  he  lost  in    the   other 
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county  of  the  district.  Tiie  large  majority  which 
he  received  in  his  own  county  indicates  his  great 
personal  popularity'  and  the  high  regard  in  which 
he  is  held.  He  has  heeu  prominently  connected 
with  the  u|)building  and  advancement  of  this  com- 
munity, and  was  the  first  man  to  circulate  a  peti- 
tion for  drainage  in  this  region.  No  other  enter- 
prise has  done  so  much  for  the  county  as  this, 
and  Mr.  Burger  certainly  deserves  great  credit  for 
his  earnest  labors  in  securing  the  drainage.  He  is 
a  self-made  man  and  the  handsome  property  of 
which  he  is  now  the  possessor  has  been  acquired 
throush  his  own  efforts. 


^^  W.  TALLMAN,  Principal  of  the  Sibley 
[if  schools,  was   born    in  Shelbyville,  111.,  Sep- 

^^^  tember  1,  1855.  His  parents  were  engaged 
in  the  hotel  business  in  that  city.  The}'  were  na- 
tives of  Virginia,  and  removed  to  Illinois  in  1836. 
In  1860,  they  located  on  their  farm  south  of  Shel- 
byville,  and  there  our  subject  was  introduced  to 
the  busy  pursuits  of  an  agricultural  life.  Being 
of  a  delicate  constitution,  he  was  the  favored  and 
petted  one  of  the  family.  During  the  summer 
months,  he  worked  in  the  fields  and  in  the  winter 
attended  the  district  schools.  He  possessed  a  nat- 
ural aptitude  for  study  and  made  the  most  of  his 
privileges.  At  the  age  of  twenty,  he  was  given 
permission  to  enter  .Shelb}-  College.  He  had  a  room 
in  one  corner  of  the  building,  in  which  he  cooked 
and  did  his  own  work,  paj'ing  the  rental  by  sweep- 
ing and  building  fires  in  the  college.  Those  were 
lonel}'  days  to  the  country  boy,  but  he  there  laid 
the  foundation  for  success.  The  next  year  a  school 
was  offered  him  just  south  of  Shelby ville,  and, after 
teaching  for  a  number  of  years  in  the  eouniry 
schools,  the  principalship  of  the  Moweaqua  schools 
was  offered  him  and  he  satisfactorily'  filled  the  po- 
sition, as  his  recommendation  at  the  close  of  two 
years  shows.  He  then  went  to  Normal,  111.,  and 
spent  two  and  a  half  yoai-s  in  study  at  the  State 
University. 

In  the  meantime.  Prof.  Tallmau   was  united  in 


marriage  with  Miss  Susie  C.  Middleton,  of  Tower 
Hill,  111.  They  reside  in  Sibley,  where  the^'  have 
man}'  friends.  Mr.  Tallraan  is  a  Mason  in  good 
standing,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Modern 
Woodmen  and  the  Independent  Order  of  Good 
Templars.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church  and  an  active  worker  in  the  Sunday-school. 
In  1891,  he  was  engaged  to  assist  the  County  Su- 
perintendent in  the  Teachers'  Institute,  and  his 
abilit}'  has  been  recognized  by  a  reuewal  of  the 
engagement  for  the  present  year. 

In  the  summer  of  1888,  Prof.  TaUman  removed 
with  his  family  to  Sible^',  111.,  having  previously 
been  tendered  the  principalship  of  its  schools. 
Prof.  Clinebell,  his  predecessor,  had  held  the  posi- 
tion for  eight  yeare,  and  it  was  with  no  small 
amount  of  trepidation  that  our  subject  assumed 
his  place,  for  Mr.  Clinebell  was  an  educator  pos- 
sessing a  wide-spread  reputation.  He  had  made  a 
specialty  of  the  common  branches,  thus  preparing 
the  way  for  higher  work.  The  new  Principal  be- 
gan on  the  foundation  thus  laid  and  has  added 
branch  after  branch  to  the  course  of  studj'  until 
the  scope  of  the  work  done  in  the  Sibley  school  is 
almost  on  a  par  with  that  of  Gibson  and  Paxton. 
He  has  remained  here  three  j'ears,  yet  in  that  short 
time  the  intellectual  status  of  the  schools  has  been 
wonderfully  broadened.  A  great  impetus  has  been 
given  to  the  school  by  the  introduction  of  this 
new  order  of  studies.  Any  pupil  completing  the 
course  of  stud}'  in  the  Sibley  schools  is  fitted  to 
pass  an  excellent  examination  and  well  prepared 
for  the  practical  affairs  of  life.  The  two  assistants 
in  the  school  are  Miss  Lizzie  McDonald,  of  Bloom- 
ington,  and  Miss  Effie  Bicket,  a  daughter  of  W.  A. 
Bicket,  of  Sibley. 

A  peculiar  feature  of  the  school  is  what  is  called 
the  S.  S.  Society,  introduced  by  Mr.  Clinebell  in 
1882,  an  organization  which  meets  on  Friday  even- 
ings. Here  parliamentary  usages  are  learned  and 
practiced,  and  the  children  are  taught  the  manner 
of  putting  motions  and  of  presiding  over  deliber- 
ative bodies.  Prof.  Tallman  possesses  a  scientific 
turn  of  mind,  as  his  work  here  shows.  Being  su))- 
ported  by  an  intelligent  and  progressive  School 
Board,  addition  after  addition  was  made  to  the 
scientific  apparatus,  which  is  now  equal  to,  if  it  does 
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not  excel,  that  of  any  other  school  in  Ford  County. 
A  laboratory  was  also  built,  by  partitioning  oflf  one 
corner  of  the  large  room  cf  the  huildinjr.  This 
has  been  supplied  with  all  the  necessary  apparatus 
and  chemicals  for  demonstrating  anything  connec- 
ted with  an  ordinary  High  School  course.  Among 
the  many  pieces  of  useful  apparatus  is  a  porte  lu- 
minere,  liaving  an  imported  magic  lantern  attach- 
ment, also  a  microscopic  attachment  for  projecting 
the  microscope  mountings  upon  the  curtain  by 
means  of  solar  light.  Another  instriunent  is  a 
compound  microscope,  one  of  the  finest  instru- 
ments ever  given  to  a  school.  It  was  presented  by 
an  eastern  firm  through  the  intercession  of  Mr. 
Clinebell,  and  out  of  respect  to  Hiram  Sible}-. 
Another  fine  piece  of  apparatus  is  the  air-pump, 
with  its  five  different  forms  of  receivers,  l)y  means 
of  which  nearlj-  any  desired  experiment  with  gases 
can  be  made. 

Prof.  Tallman  lias  inaugurated  and  is  carrying 
out  a  work  seldom  ever  attempted  in  our  town 
schools.  AVitli  the  aid  of  the  worthy  School  Board 
and  his  pujuls,  he  has  succeeded  in  fitting  out  a 
room  in  tlie  building  for  a  museum.  After  the 
necessar3'  casing  was  completed,  W.  A.  Bicket  made 
an  assortment  of  his  large  collection  of  minerals 
and  presented  a  valu.ablc  collection  to  the  museum. 
He  is  also  constantly  finding  and  adding  some- 
thing new  to  his  already  magnificent  gift  and 
almost  daily  the  collection  is  being  enlarged  by 
kind  donors.  The  museum  contains  many  valuable 
antique  relics  .and  the  number  is  constantly  grow- 
ing. 

The  I'rofessor  is  also  a  taxidermist  and,  having 
a  great  love  for  zoological  research,  has  within  the 
last  year  mounted  over  half  a  hundred  specimens, 
among  which  are  five  different  species  of  owls,  in- 
cluding a  large  white  Arctic  owl.  There  are  tliree 
different  kinds  of  hawks,  an  eagle,  many  si)eci- 
mens  of  song  birds  and  water  birds,  and  among 
the  mammals  are  found  the  opossum,  raccoon,  fox. 
tree  and  ground  squiirels,  mink  and  shrew.  The 
museum  room  is  well  carpeted  and  supplied  with 
comfortable  chairs  and,  as  the  Sibley  Gazette  has 
said,  "It  is  a  profitable  place  in  which  to  spend  an 
hour  or  two."  The  ornithological  collection  is 
increasing  very  raiiidly.  as  high   as  six  specimens 


having  been  added  in  one  week  and  another  large 
case  has  already  been  required.  The  efficient 
School  Board,  composed  of  W.  A.  Bicket,  Swen  An- 
derson and  Eli  Harvey,  who  are  doing  all  the3'  can 
to  further  the  interest  of  this  valuable  addition  to 
the  school.  This  museum  is  the  pride  of  Sullivant 
Townshii),  and  well  it  may  be. 

The  school  grounds  and  buildings,  built  in  the 
fall  of  1882  at  a  cost  of  15,000,  are  not  to  be 
overlooked.  Upon  the  front  of  the  school  build- 
ing is  a  tower  four  stories  high,  surmounted  by  a 
mansard  roof,  and  containing  an  oiien  V>ell-tower. 
The  view  of  the  landscape  from  this  tower  is  prob- 
ably the  finest  in  the  county.  As  you  stand  upon 
its  summit,  Sibley  Lake,  a  most  beautiful  little 
sheet  of  w-ater,  seems  to  lie  nestled  close  below 
you,  although  it  is  more  than  sixty  rods  distant. 
Sibley,  with  her  many  rows  of  shady  streets,  looks 
more  like  a  pleasure  park  than  the  busy  little 
bustling  town  it  is.  The  grounds  sunouiidiiig  the 
building  are  commodious  and  well  shaded  and 
cover  nearly  a  whole  block. 
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^OHN  R.  LEWIS,  the  efficient  County  Siir- 
ve^'or  of  Ford  County  and  a  leading  and 
influential  man  of  Piper  City,  was  born  on 
a  farm  in  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.,  .Tune  6, 
1828.  His  grandfather,  Reese  Lewis,  a  native  of 
Wales,  was  over  six  feet,  seven  inches  higli,  and 
was  drafted  into  tiie  English  service  to  form  one 
of  the  regiment  of  such  large  men  to  go  to  the 
front  and  serve  in  the  war  against  Napoleon,  Init 
Mr.  Lewis,  not  wishing  to  enter  the  army,  made  his 
escape  and  came  to  America  in  1815,  accompanied 
by  his  son,  Lewis  L.  He  settled  near  Utica,  N.  Y., 
became  a  contractor  on  the  Erie  Canal  and  built 
many  locks.  His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Ann  Jones,  with  the  rest  of  the  children  sailed 
for  this  countrj'  about  1820,  and,  after  a  voyage 
of  eleven  weeks,  reached  New  York,  joining  her 
husband  at  his  home  near  Utica.  He  was  a  suc- 
cessful business  man  and  an  influential  citizen.  He 
died  near  Utica  .about  1845. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  David  Lewis,  was  born 
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in  Wales,  and,  when  seventeen  j-ears  of  age,  came 
to  this  coiintiy.  lie  worked  with  his  fatiier  for  a 
time  and  also  was  emplo3"ed  in  a  starch  factory 
near  Utica.  He  there  met  and  married  Miss  Nancy 
A.  Nicliols,  a  native  of  IMassachusetts,  of  English 
descent,  who  removed  with  her  parents  to  New 
York  in  a  very  early  day.  Her  father  was  a  Rev- 
olutionary soldier  and  his  uncle  was  Gen.  Nichols, 
of  Revolutionary'  fame.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  were 
married  in  1821,  and  began  their  domestic  life  in 
the  timber  region  of  New  York,  wiiere  the  hus- 
band bought  land  and  developed  a  fine  farm,  upon 
which  he  made  his  home  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
ciu'red  in  1876.  He  was  a  public-spiritejd  and  pro- 
gressive citizen,  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church  and  of  the  Welsh  Club.  In  his  business 
affairs  he  was  very  successful.  In  connection  with 
farming,  he  burned  lime  and  operated  a  stone- 
quarry.  His  wife  passed  away  about  eiglit  years 
prior  to  the  death  of  her  husband.  Their  famil}' 
numbered  the  following  children:  Mary  A.,  now 
deceased;  Dennis  N.,  who  resides  on  the  old  home 
farm;  John  R.,  of  this  sketch;  Leonard  J.,  who 
went  with  James,  the  youngest  son,  to  California  in 
1851,  but  has  not  been  heard  from  for  tlie  past 
four  years;  and  Margaret  E.,  who  resides  in  Utica, 
N.  Y. 

The  boyhood  days  of  our  subject  were  spent  in 
attendance  at  the  common  scliools  during  the  win- 
ter season  and  in  hard  labor  on  the  farm  during 
the  summer  months,  until  seventeen  years  of  age. 
In  1816,  he  went  to  Whitestown  Seminar}-,  and, 
after  pursuing  a  three-years'  course  of  study,  en- 
gaged in  teaching  for  three  winter  terms.  In  the 
spring  of  1850,  he  came  to  Illinois,  locating  at 
Naperville,  where  he  remained  until  the  4th  of 
July.  He  then  engaged  in  farm  work  until  De- 
cember, when  he  began  teaching  school,  and  to  the 
two  pursuits  devoted  his  energies  until  1856,  when 
he  came  to  Ford  County,  at  that  lime  Vermilion, 
and  made  the  first  settlement  in  Brenton  Townshij). 
He  purchased  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
land  at  $8  per  acre,  and  engaged  in  farming  for 
some  time.  In  1865,  he  located  on  what  is  now 
the  site  of  Piper  City,  but  it  was  all  a  tract  of  wild 
prairie  at  that  time.  The  following  year  he  began 
to  sell  land  for  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad,  con- 


tinuing eighteen  years.  He  has  bought  and  sold 
probabl}-  more  land  than  any  other  man  in  the 
county.  When  he  settled  here  there  was  not  a 
house  to  be  seen  and  one  could  ride  thirty  miles  to 
the  north  without  coming  across  a  settlement.  For 
two  years  he  had  charge  of  the  land  sales  on  the 
Sullivant estate.  In  1871,  he  removed  to  Chicago, 
returning  to  Ford  County  in  1878,  and  locating  on 
a  farm  in  Pella  Townshii).  In  Februarj-,  1881,  he 
came  to  Piper  City,  where  he  lias  since  made  his 
home. 

Mr.  Lewis  was  married  on  the  3d  of  June,  1852, 
near  Naperville,  to  Miss  Delia  O.  Johnson,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Hiram  and  Sarah  A.  Johnson,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Vermont.  The  daughter  was  born 
in  Rutland  County,  Vt,  May  27,  1833,  and  came 
to  Illinois  in  1844.  Her  father  made  a  claim  of 
Government  land,  and  followed  farming  for  some 
time.     He  died  in  Aurora. 

Four  children  have  been  born  to  our  subject  and 
his  wife:  Sarah  E.,  now  the  wife  of  Albert  J.  John- 
son, a  hardware  merchant  of  Hull,  Iowa;  Wallace 
David,  who  is  eugiiged  iii  the  real-estate  business  in 
Chicago;  Albert  AV.,  a  civil  and  railroad  engineer, 
emplo_ved  b^'  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  Railroad 
Company,  residing  in  Plattsmouth,  Neb.;  Adelaide 
B.,  who  was  educated  at  Normal,  111.,  and  now  has 
charge  of  the  grammar  department  in  the  public 
schools  of  Piper  City. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  have  been  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Piper  City  since  its  organ- 
ization. They  are  honored  pioneers  of  the  county, 
who  have  witnessed  its  entire  growth  and  have 
been  prominent  in  its  development  and  upbuilding. 
None  are  more  worthy  of  representation  in  this 
volume  than  the}'.  Mr.  Lewis  has  filled  various 
public  positions  of  trust.  For  eight  years  he  has 
served  as  Surveyor  of  Ford  County,  and  was  Dep- 
uty for  some  time  previous.  In  1859,  he  was 
elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  has  held  that 
office  altogether  for  about  a  quarter  of  a  century. 
He  has  served  as  Assessor,  Clerk  and  Supervisor 
and  the  duties  of  these  offices  have  ever  been 
promptlj'  and  faithfully  discharged.  He  was  the 
first  Postmaster  of  Piper  City.  He  cast  his  first 
Presidential  vote  for  AVinfield  Scott,  and  was  a 
AVhig  until  1856,  when    he   supported    Gen.  Fre- 
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mont  and  since  that  time  he  has  voted  for  each 
Republican  candidate.  No  man  is  more  familiar 
with  the  early  history  and  settlement  of  the  county 
than  our  subject,  who  knows  each  foot  of  land 
within  its  borders.  His  friends  throughout  the 
community-  are  man3'  and  his  popularity-  is  onlj- 
equaled  by  the  high  regard  in  which  he  is  held. 


^^i@^^1^^ 


/^APT.  WILLIAM  PR0C:T0R,  an  honored 
jl(  ^-^^  veteran  of  the  late  war,  now  residing  in  the 
^^J{^  village  of  Proctor,  is  a  native  of  the  Green 
Mountain  State.  The  family  is  of  English  descent 
and  the  ancestry  can  be  traced  back  to  1461.  He 
was  born  in  Rutland  County  on  the  5th  of  March, 
1827,  and  is  a  son  of  Philip  andDorcns  (Dimmick) 
Proctor.  The  former  was  born  in  the  vicinity  of 
Boston,  Mass.,  and  the  latter  in  Connecticut.  Thej- 
were  married  in  Snllivau,  N.  H.,  in  September,  1809, 
and  roared  a  family'  of  eight  children,  of  whom 
William  is  the  youngest.  By  occupation,  Mr.  Proc- 
tor was  a  farmer,  and  followed  that  business 
throughout  his  entire  life.  He  and  his  wife  were 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  were  highly 
respected  people.  Their  remains  were  laid  to  rest 
in  the  cemetery  near  their  old  home. 

The  educational  advantages  which  the  Captain 
received  were  those  afforded  by  the  common 
schools.  He  remained  under  the  parental  roof 
until  twenty  years  of  age,  and,  being  the  youngest 
of  the  family,  the  care  of  his  parents  devolved 
upon  him,  and  he  faithfully  performed  his  duty. 
On  the  10th  of  March,  1847,  he  was  united  in 
marriage,  in  Rutland  County,  Vt.,  with  Miss  Sarah 
A.  Hewitt,  who  was  born  in  that  county,  February 
22,  1829,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Jonathan  andpjsther 
(Doolittle)  Hewitt,  natives  of  Connecticut,  and  of 
English  descent.  Her  grandfather,  Amos  Hewitt, 
was  a  Revolutionary  hero.  Her  father  was  born 
in  Vermont  about  1800,  and  his  last  days  were 
spent  in  his  native  State.  By  trade  he  was  a  cooper. 
His  wife  was  born  in  Mt.  Holly,  Vt.,  about  1802, 
and  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-four.  In  the  family 
were  three  children:  Chaunce3'  E.,  who  is  married 
and  follows  farming  in  Sudbury,  Vt.;  IMrs.  Proctor, 
27 


of  this  sketch;  and  Horace,  who  is  married,  and 
follows  farming,  and  also  carries  on  a  meat  market 
in  Shrewsbury',  Vt. 

Mis.  Proctor  was  reared  ui)on  a  farm  and  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools  and  in  the  academy 
of  West  Rutland,  Vt.,  which  she  attended  one 
term.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  began  their  do- 
mestic life  upon  the  old  homestead,  where  they 
remained  until  1850,  when  Capt.  Proctor  began 
dealing  in  lumber,  following  that  Inisiness  for  two 
years.  He  then  went  to  Connecticut,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  real-estate  business  until  1855.  That 
year  witnessed  his  emigration  to  Illinois.  He  lo- 
cated in  La  Salle  County,  where  he  was  residing, 
when  in  August,  18G2,  he  responded  to  the  coun- 
try's call  for  troops,  and  joined  the  boys  in  blue 
of  Company  I,  One  Hundred  and  Fourth  Infantry. 
He  served  for  three  years,  and  was  discharged  in 
June,  1865,  having  participated  in  many  hard- 
fought  battles.  He  entered  the  service  as  First 
Lieutenant,  and,  in  recognition  of  his  meritorious 
conduct,  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Captain. 
His  regiment  was  joined  to  the  Fourteenth  Army 
Corps,  commanded  by  Gen.  Thomas,  and  assigned 
to  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  At  the  battle  of 
Hartsville,  Tenn.,  the  brigade  was  taken  prisoner 
and  sent  to  Murfreesboro,  but  were  parolled  within 
a  week.  Capt.  Proctor  participated  in  the  battles 
of  Chickamauga,  Lookout  Mountain,  Mission 
Ridge  and  Chattanooga,  where  Capt.  Proctor  was 
knocked,  down  by  a  shell.  He  was  also  in  the 
battles  of  Pumpkin  Vine,  Kennesaw  Mountain,  Re- 
saca,  Ringgold,  the  siege  of  Atlanta  and  the 
battle  of  Peach  Tree  Creek.  He  was  present  when 
the  forces  entered  Savannah,  Ga.,  and  was  there 
taken  sick  and  confined  to  the  hospital.  He  then 
received  furlough  and  returned  home,  not  expect- 
ing to  live,  but  recovered  and  rejoined  his  regi- 
ment. He  was  present  at  the  review  in  Washington, 
the  grandest  military  pageant  on  record.  He  re- 
ceived his  discharge  in  the  Capitol  City. 

AVhen  the  war  was  over,  Mr.  Proctor  returned 
to  his  home  in  La  Salle  County,  where  he  resided 
until  1872,  when  he  removed  to  Rutland,  111.,  there 
making  his  home  until  1879,  when  he  came  to  Ford 
County,  and  purchased  a  farm  on  section  34, 
Drummer  Township.     To   its  cultivation  and  im- 
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provement  he  devoted  his  energies  until  1890, 
when  he  sold  his  beautiful  home  and  removed  to 
the  village  of  Proctor,  where  he  is  now  living  a 
retired  life.  His  business  career  has  been  a  pros- 
perous one  and  by  his  enterprising  efforts  he  ac- 
quired a  handsome  competence,  which  now  enables 
him  to  la}-  aside  all  care.  In  politics, he  is  a  stanch 
Republican. 

Unto  Captain  and  Mrs.  Proctor  have  been  born 
the  following  children:  Sarah  D.,  now  the  wife  of 
V.  G.  Wa}',  who  is  mentioned  elsewhere  in  tliis 
work;  Ellen  E.,  wife  of  M.  Y.  Ames,  a  farmer  of 
Iowa;  Willard  E.,  whose  sketch  is  given  elsewhere 
in  this  volume;  Etta,  now  deceased;  William  S.,a 
resident  of  Shelby  Count}-,  111.;  Frank,  a  partner 
of  his  brother  Willard;  Florence  E.,  deceased;  and 
I.  Belle,  an  accomplished  young  lady,  at  home. 
The  family  is  one  of  prominence  in  this  commu- 
nity, its  members  ranking  high  in  social  and  busi- 
ness circles. 


♦ss*^-?- 
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<^  MLLIAM  J.  HUNT,  who  owns  and  operates 
\fJh  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  on 
V*/\^  section  36,  Peach  Orchard  Township,  has 
the  honor  of  being  a  native  citizen  of  Illinois,  his 
birth  having  occurred  on  the  30th  of  January, 
1841,  in  Marshall  County.  His  father,  Cornelius 
Hunt,  was  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  of  German 
extraction.  He  came  to  Illinois  about  1831,  locat- 
ing near  Magnolia,  and  the  usual  experiences  of 
pioneer  life  were  his.  He  served  in  the  Black 
Hawk  War,  and  was  one  of  the  lionored  early  set- 
tlers. His  wife  bore  the  name  of  Ann  Sidle,  and 
was  also  of  German  descent.  His  death  occurred 
in  1873,  and  his  remains  were  laid  to  rest  in  Mag- 
nolia Cemetery,  but  Mrs.  Hunt  is  still  living,  .and 
makes  her  home  in  Melvin. 

Unto  this  wortliy  couple  were  born  twelve  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Mar}'  is  the  wife  of  Harry  Craw- 
ford, of  Gibson  City;  Caroline,  deceased,  was  the 
wife  of  Edward  Fazzie;  Ann  is  also  deceased; 
John  S.  is  a  retired  farmer  of  Melvin;  Enoch  S. 
also  lives  in   Melvin;  Sarah  wedded  Joshua   Poll- 


ing, and  lives  in  Ottawa,  111.;.  Ruth,  the  widow  of 
Andrew  Miller,  makes  her  home  in  Melvin;  Jane 
is  the  wife  of  James  Dixon,  of  Saybrook,  111.; 
William  J.,  of  this  sketch;  Jacob  was  killed  at  Al- 
tuna,  Tenn.,  during  the  late  war;  Elizabeth  mar- 
ried George  Dixon,  and  lives  in  Melvin ;  and  Pliilip 
is  a  retired  farmer  of  Paxton. 

The  subject  of  this  'sketch  was  reared  to  man- 
hood among  the  wild  scenes  of  pioneer  life,  and 
spent  his  boyhood  days  in  the  usual  manner  of 
farmer  lads,  attending  the  district  schools  of  the 
neighborhood  through  the  winter  season  until 
about  nineteen  years  of  age,  while  in  the  summer 
months  he  worked  upon  the  farm.  He  remained 
with  his  parents  until  lie  had  almost  attained  his 
majority,  when  the  late  war  having  broken  out,  lie 
responded  to  the  country's  call  for  troops,  and 
enlisted,  in  August,  1861,  as  a  member  of  Company 
II,  One  Hundred  and  Fourth  Illinois  Infantry.  He 
was  mustered  into  service  at  Ottawa,  and  went 
south  with  his  regiment.  The  first  active  engage- 
ment in  which  he  participated  was  at  Hartsville, 
Tenn.,  where  he  was  taken  prisoner,  but  some  time 
afterward  was  exchanged.  The  next  liattles  in 
which  he  braved  the  rebel  fire  were  Chickamauga, 
Lookout  Mountain  andMissionary  Ridge.  He  had 
been  sick  for  some  time,  and  after  the  last-named 
battle,  received  an  honorable  discharge,  .and  re- 
turned home  in  February,  1864. 

On  partially  recovering  his  liealtli,  Mr.  Hunt 
rented  land  near  Magnolia,  Marshall  County,  and 
turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits.  On 
the  20th  of  December,  1865,  a  marriage  ceremony 
w.as  performed  which  united  his  destiny  with  tliat 
of  ISIiss  Mary  L.  Van  Home,  a  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Ann  Van  Home.  Two  children  grace  their 
union,  a  daughter  and  son:  Annie,  wife  of  At- 
wbod  White,  a  butcher  residing  in  Roberts,  111.; 
and  .Jacob  Clyde,  who  is  still  at  home.  Mrs.  Hunt 
is  a  member  of  tlie  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

It  was  in  1872  that  Mr.  Hunt  left  liis  native 
county  and  came  to  Ford  County,  where  he  pur- 
chased one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  unim- 
proved land  on  section  36,  Peach  Orchard  Town- 
ship, and  began  its  development.  He  has  there 
been  engaged  in  general  farming  continuously 
since,  and  has  been  very  successful   in    his   opera- 
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tions,  being  numbered  among  the  well-to-do  agri- 
culturists of  this  community.  He  has  ever  proved 
a  valued  citizen,  as  he  was  a  faithful  soldier,  and 
his  sterling  worth  has  won  him  man}-  friends.  He 
exercises  his  right  of  franchise  in  support  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  in  his  social  relations  is  a 
member  of  both  the  Knights  of  Pythias  lodge  and 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 


ICIIAEL  COX  (deceased)  was  a  worthy 
son  of  the  Emerald  Isle.  He  was  born  in 
Muuster.  Ireland,  September  15, 1823,  and 
was  the  third  of  nine  children  born  unto 
Michael  and  Bridget  (Hunt)  Cox,  who  were  worthy 
citizens  of  Munster,  Ireland.  They  were  born, 
reared,  married  and  spent  their  entire  lives  in  one 
county.  Mr.  Cox  followed  the  occupation  of  farm- 
ing and  was  accounted  one  of  tlie  most  wealthy 
citizens  of  his  native  county.  He  and  his  wife 
were  firm  believers  in  the  Roman  Catholic  religion 
and  reared  their  children  in  that  faith.  They  were 
widel}'  known  and  their  many  excellencies  of 
character  won  them  the  high  regard  of  all. 

Michael  Cox  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof 
and  acquired  his  education  in  the  common  schools. 
On  the  4th  of  March,  1848,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Margaret  Walsh,  who  was  born  in 
Munster,  Ireland,  November  II,  1828,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Mulvahill)  Walsh. 
Her  parents  were  also  natives  of  Ireland  and  were 
farming  people  who  owned  considerable  propert}'. 
They  were  members  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and 
reared  a  family  of  nine  children. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  began  their  domestic 
life  ill  the  Old  Country,  and  three  years  later,  in 
April,  1851,  bade  good-b3-e  to  the  land  of  their 
birth  and  sailed  from  Limerick  to  America.  After 
a  pleasant  voyage  of  twenty-three  days,  they 
landed  in  New  York  and  thence  went  to  Albany, 
where  they  remained  for  about  four  months,  while 
Mr.  Cox  engaged  in  general  labor  in  order  to  se- 
cure funds  for  their  further  journey,  as  bis  money 
had  been  exhausted.  They  afterward  made  their 
wa}^  to  La  Porte  Count}-,  Ind.,  where  they  resided 


for  a  year  and  then  removed  to  La  Salle,  111., 
where  the  succeeding  year  of  their  lives  was  passed. 
They  next  became  residents  of  Bloomington,  111., 
and  in  that  locality  Mr.  Cox  engaged  in  farming 
for  twenty  years.  In  1875,  he  came  to  Ford 
County  and  located  upon  a  farm  which  is  yet  the 
home  of  his  widow.  It  is  a  model  farm,  highly 
improved  and  cultivated,  and  yields  a  good  income 
to  its  owner. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cox  were  consistent  members  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and  in  that  faith  our 
subject  died,  .January  21,  1888.  His  remains  were 
interred  in  Bloomington  Cemetery,  where  a  mon- 
ument marks  his  last  resting  i)lace.  He  was  a 
Democrat  in  political  sentiment  and  a  worthy  citi- 
zen, upright  and  honorable  in  all  things  and  held 
in  high  regard  for  his  many  excellencies  of  char- 
acter. 

The  Cox  famil}^  numbered  nine  children,  the 
eldest  of  whom  is  Mary  G.;  the  second  is  Michael, 
who  was  born  in  Munster,  County  of  Kerry,  Ireland, 
on  the  21st  of  May,  1850,  and  was  only  a  year  old 
when  brought  to  this  country,  acquired  his  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  and  lemalned  with  his 
parents  until  his  marriage.  On  tlie  12th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1879, he  wedded  Ellen  Crummj-,  who  was  born 
in  Kentucky  and  is  a  daughter  of  Berney  and 
Mary  Crummy,  who  were  of  Irish  extraction.  They 
have  five  childreu:  Mary  E.,aged  eleven;  Maggie, 
aged  nine;  Lizzie,  seven  years  old;  Sadie,  a  little 
maiden  of  five;  and  James,  the  two  year-old  baby. 
The  parents  are  both  members  of  the  Catholic 
Church.  In  politics,  Michael  is  a  Democrat.  He 
owns  five  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  well-improved 
land  in  this  county  and  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  in  Minnesota. 

William,  the  next  younger,  was  born  in  La  Fay- 
ette, Ind.,  November  11,  1852,  attended  the  com- 
mon schools  and  began  life  for  himself  at  the  age 
of  eighteen  years.  In  1874,  he  made  his  first  pur- 
chase of  land  of  two  hundred  acres,  which  uow 
constitutes  the  old  home.  He  operated  it  until 
1880  when  he  purchased  his  present  beautiful 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  a  most  de- 
sirable place,  with  a  pleasant  residence,  good  out- 
buildings and  all  the  improvements  of  a  model 
farm.     He  was  married,  September  5,  1881,  to  Liz- 


662 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


zie  Graden,  who  was  born  in  Heyworth,  111.,  in 
1859,  and  is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Jones) 
Graden,  who  were  of  Irish  descent.  Thej^  have 
five  children:  James,  William,  John,  Nellie  and 
Maggie.  The  father  is  a  Democrat  and  a  worthy 
citizen  who  ever  has  the  interest  of  this  county  at 
heart.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Cath- 
olic Church. 

John,  the  fourth  child,  is  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  of  Minnesota;  James  is  a  real-estate  agent  of 
Minnesota;  Margaret  is  one  of  the  most  successful 
school  teachers  in  this  county;  Thomas  is  a  graduate 
of  Mt.  St.  Mary's  School  of  Maryland,  was  ordained 
a  priest  in  Niagara  and  is  now  the  honored  assist- 
ant of  the  Rev.  Father  Cashman,  of  St.  Jarlath's 
Parisli,  of  West  Chicago;  Robert,  who  was  born  in 
McLean  County,  111.,  October  10,  1862,  and  also 
acquired  a  common-school  education,  is  one  of 
Ford  County's  most  successful  and  enteri)rising 
farmers.  In  connection  with  Joseph,  who  was  born 
February  22, 1865,  and  is  the  youngest  of  the  fara- 
il}',  he  owns  and  o|)erates  three  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  valuable  land,  which  pa3S a  golden  tribute 
to  their  care  and  cultivation.  Both  are  members 
of  the  Catholic  Church  and  are  sturdy  workers  for 
the  Democratic  party.  By  their  many  friends 
and  neighbors  they  are  honored  for  their  many 
excellencies  of  character. 
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'OSIAH  UMBARGER,  who  resides  on  sec- 
tion 26,  Peach  Orchard  Township,  where  he 
^,.,,  I  follows  general  farming,  was  born  in  Dau- 
^5^^  phin  County,  Pa.,  January  15,  1833,  and  is 
a  son  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Bear)  Urabarger, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Pennsj'lvania  and 
were  of  German  extraction.  His  iirst  wife  was 
Miss  Cassel,  by  whom  he  liad  three  children:  Cor- 
nelius, who  is  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in 
Putnam  County;  Catherine  (deceased)  was  the 
wife  of  David  Patton,  of  Livingston  County,  111., 
and  John,  deceased.  The  father  was  again  married, 
in  Pennsylvania,  this  time  to  Miss  Bear.  In  early 
days,  tlie  father  came  with  his  famil}-  to  Illinois, 
about  1844,  locating  in  Putnam  County,  where  he 


spentoneyear,w!ien  he  removed  to  Bureau  County. 
Some  fifteen  years  later,  however,  he  returned  to 
Putnam  Countj-,  where  he  resided  until  bis  death, 
earring  on  general  farming.  He  was  called  to  his 
final  rest  in  August,  1877,  and  his  wife  passed  away 
in  January,  1876.  They  were  both  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  He  was  a  Republican.  In  their 
family  were  ten  children,  five  sons  and  five  daugh- 
ters, of  whom  our  subject  is  the  second  in  order  of 
birth.  His  boyhood  daj's  were  spent  in  the  usual 
manner  of  farmer  lads  and  he  acquired  his  educa- 
tion in  tiie  common  schools,  which  he  attended  until 
about  seventeen  years  of  age.  He  remained  with 
his  parents  until  after  he  had  attained  his  majority, 
when  he  began  farming  for  himself.  He  first 
worked  in  a  brick-yard,  where  he  was  employed  for 
three  or  four  3'ears,  and  then  commenced  to  work 
as  a  farm  hand  by  the  month,  being  thus  employed 
until  his  marriage,  which  was  celebrated  November 
17,  1858,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Jane 
Allen,  daughter  of  James  and  Rosana  Allen. 

After  his  marriage.  Mr.  IJmbarger  began  farming 
on  rented  land.  In  1862,  he  came  West,  locating 
in  La  Salle  County,  where  he  resided  for  four  3'ears. 
Removing  to  Ford  County  in  1866,hesettled  upon 
the  farm  which  has  since  been  his  home.  He  first 
purchased  eight}'  acres  of  unimproved  railroad 
land  on  section  26,  Peach  Orchard  Township,  and 
afterward  bought  another  eighty-acre  tract,  and 
since  has  added  eighty  acres  more,  making  a  fine 
farm  of  two  hundred  and  tovty  acres.  lie  is  an 
enterprising  farmer  and  as  the  result  of  his  indus- 
trious eflforts  has  won  success.  He  well  deserves 
his  prosperitj',  for  his  life  has  been  a  busy  and  use- 
ful one. 

Five  children  have  been  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Umbarger,  namely:  Ada,  wife  of  Thomas  Huxtable, 
a  farmer  residing  near  Sibley,  Ford  County;  Hat- 
tie,  at  home;  Almond,  a  resident  farmer  of  Wall 
Township;  and  Jesse  and  Jennie,  twins.  The  lat- 
ter is  the  wife  of  William  Short,  a  resident  of  Dix 
Township,  and  Jesse  farms  at  home. 

In  his  political  affiliations,  Mr.  Umbarger  is  a 
Republican,  having  supported  that  party  since  he 
attained  his  majoritj'.  He  has  held  the  offices  of 
Road  Commissioner,  School  Trustee  and  School 
Director.     The  cause  of  education  finds  in  him  a 
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warm  friend,  and  he  takes  an  active  interest  in  all 
that  pertains  to  the  welfare  and  upbuilding  of 
the  town  and  county.  Financially,  he  has  made  a 
grand  success;  commencing  witji  nothing,  he  lias 
made  all  he  has  by  his  own  efforts,  ably  assisted  by 
his  wife. 


I  OMN  WAGNER,  who  is  numbered  among 
tlie  pioneer  settlers  of  Brenton  Townsliip, 
lias  made  his  home  for  almost  a  quarter  of 
a  century  upon  his  present  farm,  on  section 
He  was  born  in  Woodford  County,  111.,  Sep- 
tember 5,  1839.  His  father,  Michael  Wagner,  was 
born  in  Bavaria,  Germ.any,  and  when  a  young  man 
came  to  America.  He  herded  sheep  in  the  old 
country  and,  on  coming  to  the  United  States, 
made  a  location  near  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  He  after- 
ward removed  to  Illinois,  becoming  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Woodford  County,  and  was  there 
united  in  marriage  to  Anna  Mathews,  a  native  of 
Germany.  His  death  occurred  in  that  county  at 
the  age  of  eighty  years,  but  his  widow  is  still  liv- 
ing on  the  old  homestead.  He  applied  liimself 
closely  to  his  business  and  became  a  well  to-do  cit- 
izen. In  politics,  he  was  a  Republican  and  in  relig- 
ious lielief  was  a  Lutheran,  his  wife  holding  mem- 
bership with  the  same  church. 

The  family  of  this  worthy  couple  numbered 
seven  cliildren:  ,lolin  and  Michael  twins,  the  latter 
a  farmer  of  Woodford  County;  J.acob,  who  is  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Brenton  Town- 
sliii);  D.au  and  Henry,  who  reside  on  the  old  home 
farm;  Kate,  the  wife  of  Michael  Barth,  a  resident 
of  Minonk,  111.;  and  Mary,  wife  of  Lewis  Schunk, 
who  is  living  in  Brenton  Township. 

Our  subject  was  reared  amid  the  wild  .scenes  of 
frontier  life  in  his  native  county  and  was  early  in- 
ured to  the  arduous  labor  of  developing  a  new 
farm.  There  were  no  English  schools  in  the  neigh- 
borhood at  that  time  and  in  the  winter  se.ason,  un- 
til fourteen  ye.ars  of  age,  he  attended  the  German 
school,  which  was  held  in  a  log  house  furnished  in 
the  primitive  manner  of    the   time.     On  attaining 


his  majority,  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself  aiid 
for  two  years  was  eini)loyed  .as  a  farm  hand  ne.ar 
El  Paso,  when  circumstances  arose  which  caused 
him  to  abandon  that  work.  The  war  had  broken 
out  and  in  .July,  1862,  Mr.  Wagner  joined  Com- 
pany D,  One  Hundred  and  I^ighth  Illinois  Inftintry, 
assembled  in  Peoria.  The  troops  were  sent  to 
Cincinnati  and  on  through  Kentucky  to  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  and  participated  in  the  siege  of  Vickshurg. 
Mr.  W.igner  aided  in  making  the  canal  which  let 
the  boats  through  and  was  present  at  the  surrender 
of  the  city  on  the  4th  of  July.  He  participated  in 
the  battles  of  Little  Rock,  Ft.  Gibson,  Champion 
Hill,  Memphis  and  Corinth,  the  siege  of  Mobile 
and  of  Spanish  Fort.  On  the  close  of  the  war,  he 
was  discharged  in  Yicksburg,  in  August,  1865, 
and  was  mustered  out  at  Chicago  after  three  years 
of  faithful  service. 

Mr.  Wagner  then  returned  to  his  home  in 
Woodford  Count}-,  and  remained  with  his  father 
until  his  marri.age.  On  the  17th  of  February,  1868, 
he  wedded  Miss  Rachel,  daughter  of  Christian 
.and  Sophia  (Pepper)  Meinholt,  who  were  natives 
of  Germany.  They  came  to  America  in  1841  and 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives  in  Woodford 
County,  where  their  daughter  was  born  and  reared. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wagner  have  a  family  of  seven 
children:  Anna  M.,  who  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
lie  schools  .and  at  Onarga  Seminary,  is  a  teacher  of 
recognized  ability;  Lewis,  Charles,  William,  Au- 
gust, Eddie  and  Albert  are  still  under  the  parental 
roof. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Wagner  came  with  his 
young  wife  to  Ford  County,  and  purchased  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  wild  land,  which  he 
has  transformed  into  the  fine  farm  upon  which  he 
makes  his  home.  He  has  erected  good  liuiklings, 
planted  trees  and  made  other  improvements  which 
add  both  to  the  value  and  attractive  a|)pcarance  of 
the  place  and  in  connection  with  general  fanning, 
he  successfully  carries  on  stock-raising.  Himself 
and  wife  are  both  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church 
and  are  hospitable,  kindly  people,  well  and  favor- 
ably known  in  this  community.  Socially,  Mr. 
W.agner  is  a  memljer  of  the  Grand  Army  Post  of 
Piper  Cit}'  and,  in  politics,  has  been  a  warm  advo- 
cate of  the  Republican  party  since  he  cast  his  first 
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Presidential  vote  foi-  Abraham  Lincoln.  He 
started  out  in  life  with  only  a  younij  man's  bright 
hope  of  the  future  and  a  determination  to  succeed. 
That  resolve  he  has  fully  carried  out,  for  he  is 
now  considered  one  of  the  prosperous  farmers  of 
this  community. 


-So~ 


NDRKW  STUART,  a  retired  farmer  resid- 
ing in  Kempton,  was  born  on  the  20th  of 
September,  1829,  in  Canada  East,  and  is  a 
son  of  David  and  Margery-  A.  (Fife) 
Stuart.  Ilis  parents  were  both  natives  of  Scotland. 
The}-  had  a  family  of  fourteen  children:  Daniel, 
now  deceased;  Mar^-;  Isabel,  deceased;  F^lizabeth; 
Margaret,  who  has  also  passed  away;  Ann;  Cath- 
erine, now  deceased;  Andrew,  of  this  sketch;  David, 
now  deceased;  Charles:  Elijali.  .Tames  and  Agnes, 
all  of  whom  have  departed  this  life;  Daniel;  and 
Marj^  J.,  deceased.  Tiie  father  of  this  family  died 
in  1845,  and  the  mother  passed  away  in  1871. 

Andrew  Stuart  was  born  and  reared  upon  his 
father's  farm.  He  was  earl}'  inured  to  the  hard 
labors  of  farm  life,  but  his  training  m  school  was 
much  more  limited.  Indeed,  he  is  self-educated, 
for  he  never  attended  school  after  eight  years  of 
age.  In  1844,  he  came  to  Illinois  with  his  parents, 
locating  in  Grundy  Count}',  where  the}'  resided 
for  one  year,  after  which  they  removed  to  Living- 
ston County,  where  the  father  and  mother  spent 
their  last  days.  Our  subject  remained  with  his 
mother  on  the  old  homestead  until  twenty-four 
years  of  age.  He  was  then  married,  in  1853,  to  Miss 
Myra  Leonard,  daughter  of  Edmund  D.  and  Eliza- 
beth H.  Leonard.  The  previous  fall  he  had  pur- 
chased eighty-eight  acres  of  land,  upon  which  the 
young  couple  began  their  domestic  life,  and  Mr. 
Stuart  devoted  his  energies  to  its  cultivation  until 
the  breaking  out  of  the  late  war. 

On  the  call  for  troops  tojaut  down  the  Rebellion, 
he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  G,  One  Hun- 
dred and  Twenty-ninth  Illinois  Infantry,  and  the 
first  important  engagement  in  which  he  participa- 
ted was  at  Ringgold.  He  afterward  took  part  in 
the  battles  of  Buzzards'  Roost,  Kenesaw  Mountain, 


Peach  Tree  Creek,  Atlanta,  and  was  with  Sherman 
on  his  celebrated  march  to  the  sea.  AVhen  the  war 
was  over,  he  was  honorably  discharged  in  June, 
1865.  He  had  proved  himself  a  faithful  and  loyal 
defender  of  his  country,  and  of  his  army  record 
may  well  be  proud. 

AVhen  the  war  was  over,  Mr.  .Stuart  returned  to 
his  home  in  Grund}'  County,  111.,  whither  his  wife 
had  removed  during  his  absence,  living  with  his 
brother-in-law.  He  again  turned  his  attention  to 
farming,  and  resided  in  that  county  until  1870, 
when  he  removed  to  Ford  County.  Locating  in 
Rogers  Township,  he  lunchased  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land  on  section  32,  where  he  resided 
until  1888.  He  was  a  practical  and  progressive 
farmer,  and  by  his  good  management  and  persever- 
ance, acquired  a  handsome  competence.  He  has 
now  laid  aside  all  business  cares,  and  is  resting  in 
the  enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  his  former  toil.  In 
politics,  he  is  a  stalwart  Republican,  and  lielongs 
to  the  Grand  Ar-.r.y  Post,  and  to  the  Methodist 
Church.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stuart  were  born 
seven  children:  Alice,  who  died  November  13, 
1882;  Frank,  ^laggie  E.,  Daniel;  Edmund,  who 
died  in  infancy;    and  Anna  Maria. 


f)HOMAS  ROWAX,  deceased,  was  born  in 
rij'/Sv  County  Mayo,  Ireland,  on  the  22d  of  De- 
y^^'  cember.  1827.  His  early  boyhood  days  were 
spent  on  the  Emerald  Isle,  Init  when  a  young  man 
he  determined  to  try  his  fortune  in  America  and 
crossed  the  broad  Atlantic  to  New  York  City.  He 
made  his  first  location  in  Albany,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
remained  for  four  months,  removing  thence  to 
Montgomery  County.  N.  Y..  where  he  engiiged  in 
farming  for  some  time. 

It  was  in  that  county,  on  the  19tb  of  March,  1850, 
that  Mr.  Rowan  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Bridget  Brown,  who  was  born  in  Ireland  on  the 
5th  of  April,  1825,  and  is  a  daughter  of  .John  and 
Mary  (Mayea)  Brown.  Her  mother  died  when  she 
was  only  two  and  a  half  years  of  age.  She  came 
to  America  with  a  smuggler,  who  was  a  cousin  of 
hers,  and  landed  in  New  York  in  1840,  after  hav- 
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ing  spent  three  months  upon  the  bosom  of  the  At- 
lantic. However,  they  had  a  pleasant  voyage  and 
the  passengers  on  lioard  numbered  three  hundred 
and  seven.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rowan  were  born 
ten  children,  six  of  whom  are  yet  living:  Mary, 
wife  of  B.  C.  Bumbarger,  who  is  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  Iowa;  Annie,  wife  of  G.  B.  Diingau,  of  Okla- 
homa; Johnnie,  Maggie  and  Jane,  all  deceased; 
Lydia,  who  resides  with  her  mother;  Millie,  wife 
of  William  West,  a  farmer  of  Adrian,  Minn.; 
Michael,  who  is  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in 
Drummer  Township;  Charles,  a  farmer  of  Williams, 
Iowa;  and  one  who  died  in  infancy. 

After  their  marriage,  Mr.  Rowan  resided  in 
Montgomery  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming  until  18.59,  when  they  emigrated  Westward 
to  Dodge  County,  Wis.,  where  they  remained  until 
1867.  The  succeeding  three  years  of  their  lives 
were  passed  in  Saybrook,  111.,  after  which  they  re- 
moved to  the  farm  which  is  now  the  home  of  the 
widow.  It  comprises  eighty  acres  of  land,  and  the 
well-tilled  fields  yield  a  golden  tribute  to  the 
owner.  The  death  of  Mr.  Rowan  occurred  on  the 
old  homestead  on  the  4th  of  June,  1886,  from  a 
cancer,  and  he  was  laid  to  rest  in  Gibson  Cemetery, 
where  a  monument  was  erected  to  his  memory.  In 
politics,  he  was  a  supporter  of  Republican  princi- 
ples, and  was  a  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church.  He  led  a  busy  and  useful  life  and  was 
well  and  favorably  known  throughout  this  com- 
munity as  a  man  of  sterling  worth  and  strict  in- 
tegrity. He  was  public-spirited  and  progressive 
and  took  a  deep  interest  in  all  that  pertained  to 
the  welfare  of  the  commuuit}'  and  the  upbuilding 
of  the  count}-.  His  loss  was  mourned  by  many 
friends  as  well  as  by  his  immediate  family. 


♦♦•{•♦F 


"SP^,  OBERT  BARBER  CHAMBERS,  one  of  the 
jl^ir'  most  prominent  merchants  of  Roberts  and 
^  \V  one  of  its  leading  and  iuQuential  citizens, 
^^  was  born  in  Union  County,  Pa.,  August  10, 
1852,  and  is  a  son  of  Robert  and  Matilda  (Smith) 
Chambers.  The  father  was  born  in  Union  County, 
Pa.,  February    1,  1811,  and  was  a  tanner  hy  trade 


but  afterward  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising. 
He  commenced  life  for  himself  at  the  age  of 
twenty  and  was  married,  October  20,  1835,  to  Miss 
Smith,  who  was  born  January  15,  1815.  He  won 
success  as  a  tanner  and  his  career  as  a  farmer  was 
equally  prosperous.  He  made  two  different  trips 
to  the  West  and  saw  Illinois  when  this  State  was 
in  its  primitive  condition.  In  politics,  lie  was  an 
old-line  AVhig  and  cast  his  tiist  Presidential  vote 
for  John  Quincy  Adams,  but  afterward  became  a 
stanch  Republican,  though  never  an  office-seeker. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church 
and  his  wife  of  the  German  Reformed  Church. 
His  death  occurred  October  15,  1864,  and  his  wife 
died  August  2,1863.  Both  were  interred  in  Union 
County,  where  a  beautiful  monument  marks  their 
last  resting  place. 

In  the  Chambers  family  were  nine  children, 
seven  of  whom  are  jet  living:  M.  B.,  who  married 
Miss  Annie  Sheckler  and  resides  in  Prairie  City, 
111.;  Katie  E.,  who  is  living  in  Mifflinburg,  Pa.; 
James,  deceased;  J.  M.,  who  married  Miss  Lizzie 
Cole,  and  is  a  farmer  of  Prairie  .City;  W.  J.,  who 
married  Miss  Lizzie  Bogenreif,  and  is  a  farmer  of 
Avon,  111.;  Rhoda,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twelve 
years;  C.  M.,  who  married  Miss  Alice  Stroubel,  and 
is  a  farmer  of  Edwards  County,  Kan.;  Robert,  of 
this  sketch,  and  Sarah  A.,  wife  of  G.  G.  Wjland, 
a  skillful  machinist  of  AVilliamsport,  Pa. 

The  boyhood  days  of  our  subject  were  spent  in 
his  native  county,  and  his  early  education  was 
supplemented  by  a  commercial  course  in  New 
Berlin  Seminary.  He  afterward  engaged  in  clerk- 
ing. In  the  fall  of  1872,  he  determined  to  try  his 
fortune  in  the  West  and  went  to  Piper  City,  111., 
where  he  began  clerking  for  C.  Montelius  <fe  Son, 
general  merchants  and  grain  dealers.  When  that 
firm  sold  out,  he  came  to  Roberts,  in  1873,  and 
clerked  with  J.  A.  Montelius.  In  1875,  he  pur- 
chased a  lot,  upon  which  he  erected  a  frame  build- 
ing, two  stories  in  height,  nnd  put  in  a  general 
stockof  merchandise  worth  §3,000.  Robert  Cham- 
bers is  inseparably  connected  with  the  business 
history  of  this  locality.  He  owns  a  half  interest 
in  the  Roberts'  Creamery,  an  enterprise  of  much 
importance  in  this  community.  They  ship  the  en- 
tire   products  of    the    creameiy  to  New  Orleans, 
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where  there  is  a  good  demand.  They  have  lately 
placed  a  new  boiler  of  sixteen-liorse  power,  at  an 
expense  of  §400.  They  einploy  three  men,  at  an 
expense  of  §125  per  month,  and  have  four  teams 
in  iiso  in  gathering  cream  from  the  surrounding 
farms.  They  feed  about  four  car  loads  of  hogs 
annually  from  the  products  of  the  creameiy,  and 
this  adds  not  a  little  to  their  income. 

Mr.  Chambers  was  married,  August  11,  1875,  to 
Miss  Anna  E.  Thompson,  who  was  the  sixth  child 
in  the  family  of  the  Rev.  J.  L.  and  Harriet  (Marsh) 
Thompson.  Her  father  was  born  May  25,  1811, 
and  died  October  12,  1872.  He  was  graduated 
from  Hamilton  College,  N.  Y.,  in  1831,  and  on  the 
6th  of  November,  1836,  wedded  Miss  Marsh,  who 
was  born  December  10,  1821,  and  died  April  23, 
1870.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chambers  have  been 
born  four  sons:  Willie,  who  died  in  infancy;  Elmer 
and  Louis  Gill,  who  are  attending  school,  and  Ora 
T.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  one  year,  ten  months 
and  twenty-one  days. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Chambers  is  a  stalward  Repub- 
lican and  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  R  B. 
Hayes.  The  cause  of  education  flnds  in  him  a  warm 
friend,  and  he  has  served  as  a  member  of  the 
School  Board  nine  years.  He  is  now  President  of 
the  Board,  ever  using  his  influence  in  securing 
eflicient  teachers  and  therelw  good  schools.  The 
school  building,  erected  at  a  cost  of  §2,700,  was 
built  since  he  has  been  on  the  Board.  He  also 
served  as  Alderman  two  years  and  was  Treasurer 
of  Roberts.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Congregational  Ciiureh  and  were  largely  instru- 
mental in  securing  their  present  excellent  house  of 
worship. 

Close  application  and  enterprise  have  been  im- 
portant factors  in  Mr.  Chambers'  success.  He  is 
now  enjoying  a  flourishing  trade  as  a  merchant, 
carrj'ing  a  full  and  complete  stock  of  staple  and 
fancy  groceries,  dr3--goods,  clothing,  hats  and  caps, 
boots  and  shoes,  etc.  His  stock  is  valued  at  §10,- 
000,  and  his  annual  sales  amount  to  §35,000.  He 
also  owns  eighty  acres  of  higlily  cultivated  land. 
His  residence,  standing  on  Main  Street,  is  one  of 
the  most  commodious  in  town  and  is  the  abode 
of  hospitality.  He  is  an  affable,  courteous  gentle- 
man, fair  and  npriglit  in  all  business  transactions, 


and  has  the  high  regard  of  all  with  whom  he  has 
been  brought  in  contact.  Tiiis  work  would  be  in- 
complete witliout  the  sketch  of  Mr.  Clianil)ers  and 
we  feel  assured  that  it  will  be  received  with  interest 
by  many  of  our  readers. 


^OIIN  W.  SMITH,  who  owns  and  operates 
ninet}--seven  acres  of  valuable  land  on  sec- 
tion 15,  Drummer  Township,  is  a  representa- 
tive farmer  of  the  community  and  one 
widely  and  favoiably  known  in  Ford  County.  He 
is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  his  birtii  having  oc- 
curred on  the  16th  of  October,  1849.  His  parents 
were  William  C.  and  Mar^'  .J.  (Everil)  Smith,  the 
former  of  German  and  the  latter  of  Irisli  descent. 
They  were  married  in  Perry  County,  in  1837,  and 
reared  a  family  of  five  children:  Sarah  .1.;  .lohn 
W.,  of  this  sketch;  Anna  E.,  wife  of  N.  Hinshaw, 
a  farmer  of  McLean  County,  111.;  Samuel  E.,  who 
is  also  living  in  McLean  County;  and  Wiliielniina, 
now  deceased.  The  parents  now  reside  in  Danvers 
Township,  McLean  County,  where  Mr.  Smith  fol- 
lows the  car()enter's  trade.  Himself  and  wife  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Churcli  and  are  highly 
respected  i)eople.  He  affiliates  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  during  the  late  war  served  for  three 
years  as  a  member  of  the  Third  Ohio  Cavalry,  prov- 
ing a  faithful  soldier. 

.John  W.  Smith,  whose  name  heads  this  record, 
was  a  young  lad  when  his  parents  removed  to 
McLean  County,  111.  In  the  common  schools  of 
the  community-  he  acquired  his  education  and  re- 
mained with  his  parents  until  twenty-three  years 
of  age,  assisting  in  the  labors  of  the  farm.  On 
the  29tli  of  February,  1872,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Jennie  Hinshaw,  who  died  on  tlie 
nth  of  December  of  the  same  year,  leaving  an  in- 
fant daughter,  .Jennie,  wiio  is  now  the  wife  of  Wil- 
bur D.  Knick.  a  resident  of  Danvers,  111.  Mr. 
Smith  was  again  married,  December  19,  1881,  his 
second  union  being  with  Miss  Caroline  F.  Williams, 
a  daughter  of  .Joseph  and  .Jane  (McCracken)  Will- 
iams, natives  of  the   Keystone  State,  and  of  Eng- 
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lish  and  Irish  lineage,  respectively.  Mrs.  Smith 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1846.  She  acquired 
her  edueatifm  at  the  State  Normal  in  Edinboro,  Pa., 
and  came  to  Illinois  in  the  fall  of  1872,  and  that 
winter  taught  the  first  school  ever  taught  in  Gib- 
son City. 

In  his  political  afflli.ations,  Mr.  Smith  is  a  Re|)ub- 
lican,  having  supported  that  party  since  he  at- 
tained his  majority,  but  has  never  been  an  ofHce- 
seeker,  preferring  to  devote  his  entire  time  and 
attention  to  his  business  interests.  As  before 
stated,  he  owns  a  good  farm  of  ninety-seven  acres, 
which  has  been  mostly  improved  by  his  own  hard 
labor.  Its  neat  appearance  and  the  many  good 
improvements  found  tliereon  indicate  his  thrift 
and  enterprise. 
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"iT'AMES  CRAWFORD,  who  follows  general 
farming  on  section  21,  Peach  Orchard 
Townshijj,  is  one  of  the  large  land-owners 
of  the  county,  over  six  hundred  acres 
yielding  to  him  a  golden  tribute  for  the  care  and 
cultivation  bestowed  upon  it.  He  has  made  his 
home  in  Ford  County  since  187;'),  and  in  these 
years  he  has  formed  a  wide  accjuaintance,  so  that 
tliis  record  of  his  life  will  prove  of  interest  to 
many  of  our  readers.  A  native  of  the  Emerald 
Isle,  he  was  born  in  County  Clare,  on  the  12th  of 
April,  1838,  and  is  a  son  of  Michael  and  Mar- 
garet (Flaherty)  Crawford.  In  the  family  were 
eight  children,  a^  follows:  Bridget,  now  deceased; 
.lolin,  a  farmer  residing  in  Vermilion  Count}'; 
Mary,  also  deceased;  .lames,  wjiose  name  heads 
this  record;  Martin,  a  farmer  living  near  Earl- 
ville.  La  Salle  County;  Patrick,  Mary  and  Michael, 
all  of  whom  have  departed  tliis  life. 

The  father  of  this  family  died  in  1847,  and 
soon  afterward  Mrs.  Crawford,  accompanied  b}' 
her  family,  emigrated  to  the  New  World,  locating 
in  Upper  Canada,  where  she  made  her  home  for 
about  four  years.  She  then  removed  to  Niagara 
Count}',  N.  Y.,  settling  near  Lewistou,  where  she 
resided  until  1857,  which  year  witnessed  her  ar- 
rival in   La  Salle  County,   111.     Our  subject  was  a 


lad  of  about  eleven  years  when  they  left  their  na- 
tive land,  and  in  tlie  various  removals  he  accom- 
yxanied  his  mother.  After  locating  in  La  Salle 
County,  he  began  life  for  himself,  working  on  a 
farm  by  the  month,  and  the  next  spring,  in  com- 
pany with  his  brothers,  .Tohu  and  Martin,  rented 
a  farm.  They  continued  to  operate  rented  land 
until  1863,  when  Mr.  Crawford  purchased  a  tract 
of  eighty  acres  in  La  Salle  County,  and  there 
made  his  home  until  1875. 

On  the  16th  of  September,  1866,  our  subject 
was  united  in  the  holy  bonds  of  matrimony  to 
Miss  Mary  E.,  daughter  of  Patrick  and  Mary 
Roark,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  County 
Longford,  Ireland.  Mrs.  Roark  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1833,  and  her  husband  the  following 
year.  They  were  married  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  In 
1856,  they  came  to  La  Salle  County,  III.,  where 
they  died,  aged  respectivel}'  eighty-four  and 
seventy-six  years.  Mrs.  Crawford  was  born  June 
6,  1841,  on  Long  Island.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crawford 
became  the  parents  of  eleven  children:  John,  Jlary 
E.,  Thomas  J.,  James  P.,  Margaret  J.,  Catherine 
A.,  Nora  (deceased).  Frank  W.,  Lucy,  Gertrude 
and  Walter  M. 

On  the  12th  of  February,  1865,  Mr.  Crawford 
responded  to  the  call  of  his  adopted  country  for 
troops,  and  became  a  member  of  Company  L, 
Seventh  Illinois  Cavalry,  but  on  account  of  ill- 
health  did  not  engage  in  active  service,  being  as- 
signed to  hospital  duty.  When  the  war  was  over, 
and  his  services  were  no  longer  needed,  he  was 
honorably  discharged,  October  4,  1865,  and  re- 
turned to  his  home.  In  politics, he  is  a  Republican, 
having  been  a  stanch  advocate  of  the  party  prin- 
ciples since  its  organization.  His  first  Presidential 
vote  was  cast  for  Abraham  Lincoln.  In  religious 
belief,  the  family  are  Catholics,  holding  member- 
ship with  the  church  in  Melvin.  As  before  stated, 
he  made  his  home  in  La  Salle  County  until  1875, 
in  which  year  he  came  to  Ford  County  and  pur- 
chased one  hundrgd  and  sist}'  acres  of  land  on 
section  21,  Peach  Orchard  Township,  where  he 
yet  makes  his  home,  although  the  boundaries  of 
Ins  farm  have  been  much  extended  since  that  time. 
He  has  a  pleasant  home  and  good  buildings  upon 
his  farm,  his  fields   are  well    tilled    and    he    is    an 
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cnteiprising  and  progressive  agriculturist.  His 
landefl  possessions  now  aggregate  six  liuudred 
acres — a  valuable  property — all  of  which,  save 
eighty  acres  in  Germanville  Township,  Livingston 
County,  is  situated  in  Peach  Orchard  Township. 
Mr.  Crawford  is  a  man  of  determination  and  in- 
dustry, and  whatever  he  undertakes  he  generally 
carries  forward  to  a  successful  completion.  He 
has  been  upright  and  honorable  in  all  his  dealings, 
and  the  prosperity  which  has  crowned  his  efforts 
and  made  liim  a  wealthy  citizen  is  certainly  justly 
deserved. 
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j;,KOF.  D.  GUYN  FOREMAN,  Principal  of 
the  Melvin  schools,  has  held  that  position 
for  the  past  nine  years,  winning  commen- 
dation from  all  concerned,  in  respect  to 
his  able  management.  A  native  of  Ohio,  he  was 
bom  in  Dover,  Union  County,  September  28, 
18.56,  and  is  a  son  of  Samuel  S.  and  Mar\-  (Diltz) 
Foreman.  His  father  was  born  near  Wheeling, 
W.  Va.,  July  7,  1822,  and  removed  with  his  par- 
ents to  Union  Count}',  Ohio,  when  four  years  of 
age,  there  residing  until  after  iiis  marriage.  He 
learned  the  mason's  trade,  at  which  he  worked  a 
few  jears  in  Union  County,  and  then  removed 
with  his  famil}-  to  Delaware  Count}',  where  he  re- 
mained until  1865,  when  he  came  to  Illinois.  He 
and  his  wife  are  still  residing  in  Livingston 
County,  where  they  first  settled.  Sir.  Foreman 
was  reared  under  the  auspices  of  the  United  Breth- 
ren Church  and  his  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Church. 

Our  subject  remained  under  the  parental  roof 
until  after  the  removal  of  the  family  to  Living- 
ston County,  111.,  in  1865.  He  was  educated  at 
Grand  Prairie  Seminary,  of  Onarga,  pursuing  a 
Latin  and  scientific  course,  and  was  graduated  in 
the  Class  of  '82.  Prof.  Foreman  enjoj's  the  dis- 
tinction of  being  a  self-educated  man.  By  work- 
ing on  the  farm  and  carefully  husbanding  his 
earnings,  he  procured  the  means  to  carry  him 
through  the  first  two  years  of  his  college  course.  De- 
siring to  complete  the  work  begun,and  not  possessed 


of  the  requisite  funds,  he  served  during  the  remain- 
ing two  \-ears  as  janitor,  carrying  coal,  building  fires 
and  performing  various  other  duties,  while  most  of 
the  other  students  were  taking  recreation.  This 
training  in  manual  labor  he  considers  more  bene- 
ficial as  giving  vigor,  health  and  physical  devel- 
opment than  a  regular  course  in  gymnastics.  In 
addition  to  the  manual  labor,  he  carried  on  as 
man}'  studies  as  the  others.  Apparent  hardships 
are  often  the  greatest  conservators  of  manhood. 
Upon  graduation,  he  engaged  in  teaching  in  the 
Crescent  City  Schools,  where  he  was  employed  one 
year  and  then  accepted  the  position  of  Principal 
of  the  Melvin  graded  schools,  which  he  has  held 
to  the  present  time,  covering  a  period  of  nine 
years.  At  the  last  meeting  of  the  School  Board, 
he  was  chosen  to  the  same  position  for  the  tenth 
year.  This  school  has  one  hundred  and  eighty 
students  and  f(}ur  trained  teachers. 

On  the  14th  of  August,  1884,  Prof.  Foreman 
was  married,  in  Onarga,  111.,  to  Miss  Mattie  Ander- 
son Haight,  who  was  born  April  22,  1866,  in 
Onarga,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Orrin  Slieperd  and 
Jane  (Anderson)  Haiglit.  Her  father  was  born 
near  Rensselaerville,  Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y., 
January  30,  1829,  and  her  mother  was  born  in 
Mayfleld,  Fulton  County.  N.  Y.,  on  the  11th  of 
May,  1835.  They  came  to  Iroquois  County,  111., 
about  I860,  making  that  their  home  until  1890, 
when  they  removed  to  Oklahoma,  their  present 
place  of  residence. 

Mrs.  Foreman  is  a  self-educated  woman.  When 
only  thirteen  years  of  age,  she  taught  her  first 
school,  at  Plato,  111.  Subsequently,  she  attended 
the  Grand  Prairie  Seminary,  at  Onarga,  111.,  gradu- 
ating from  the  scientific  department  in  the  Class 
of  '81.  In  1882,  she  waseng.iged  by  Prof.  J.  H.  At- 
wood,  of  the  Commercial  College,  of  Onarga,  as  his 
assistant,  and  spent  one  year  in  that  work,  tak- 
ing a  commercial  course  in  the  evenings  and  in- 
structing classes  in  the  day  time.  She  was  gradu- 
ated from  this  department  in  1882,  and  the  next 
year  was  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  northern  part 
of  Iroquois  County.  In  1883,  she  accepted  the 
position  of  primary  teacher  in  the  Melvin  schools, 
which  she  has  held  without  interruption  to  the 
present  time. 
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Since  their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Foreman 
have  made  their  home  in  Melvin.  In  .June,  1890, 
he  purchased  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  in  Sullivant  Township,  within  two  and  a 
half  miles  of  Sibley,  on  whieli  he  has  made  sub- 
stantial improvements.  The  farm  is  pleasantly  lo- 
cated, tlie  soil  is  good  and  it  is  destined  to  be 
one  of  the  valuable  farms  of  Ford  County. 

Prof.  Foreman  is  a  Republican,  but  has  had  no 
time  to  devote  to  active  politics.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Good  Templars'  order  and  has  served  as 
Chief  Templar  of  the  lodge  in  Melvin.  He  and 
his  wife  have  both  won  enviable  reputations  as 
educators  and  rank  among  the  most  able  and  con- 
scientious teachers  in  this  part  of  the  State.  Tiieir 
long  continuance  in  the  positions  the}'  now  hold 
speaks  volumes  in  their  favor.  They  have  by 
persistent  and  well-directed  effort  advanced  the 
standard  of  scholarship  in  the  Melvin  school  until 
it  ranks  among  the  best  schools  of  Ford  County. 

V *^=*^=v y 
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eAPT.  NAPOLEON  SNYDER,  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Gibson  Cit}',  is  a  man  well 
known  in  business  circles.  Easton,  Pa.,  is 
the  place  of  his  birth,  and  the  date  is  .January  8, 
1832.  His  father,  .John  Snyder,  in  eai-ly  life  went 
to  sea,  and  for  nine  years  was  with  Commodore  De- 
catur. During  the  War  of  1812,  he  served  on 
))oard  a  man-of-war,  "The  Old  Constitution,"  and 
subsequently  married  and  settled  in  Pennsylvania. 
In  1836,  he  loaded  his  family  and  worldly  effects 
into  a  six-horse  wagon  and  started  across  the  moun- 
tains for  the  Far  West.  His  puipose  was  to  go 
direct  to  the  lead  mines  of  Galena,  111.,  but  on 
reaching  Tazewell  County,  he  decided  there  to  lo- 
cate. For  a  number  of  years  he  was  engaged  in 
teaming,  and  as  there  were  no  railroads  at  tliat 
time,  he  was  often  called  upon  to  haul  loads  both 
from  Chicago  and  St.  Louis.  He  also  engaged  in 
farming  in  Tazewell  County.  In  politics,  he  voted 
with  the  Democratic  party.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Elizalietli  Lunger,  died  in  Taze- 
well County  in  the  prime  of  life.     He  passed  away 


at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years.  Mrs.  Snyder,  who 
was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  be- 
came the  mother  of  eight  children,  only  throe  of 
whom  are  now  living. 

Our  subject  is  the  fourth  child  in  order  of  birth 
in  the  family.  He  was  reared  to  manhood  in  the 
usual  manner  of  farmer  lads,  and  until  fourteen 
years  of  age  attended  the  district  school,  where  he 
acquired  his  literary  education.  Being  then  left  an 
orphan,  he  hired  out  on  a  farm,  receiving  %6  per 
month  as  a  comijensation  for  his  labors. 

Before  Mr.  Snyder  reached  his  niajority,  he  was 
united  in  marriage,  on  the  22d  of  October,  1852,  to 
Miss  .luliet,  daughter  of  M^yron  B.  and  Sarah 
(Spike)  Sprague,  who  were  natives  of  Vermont  and 
New  York,  respectively.  In  1850,  Mr.  Sprague 
came  by  water  to  Illinois,  locating  in  Treniont, 
Tazewell  County,  and  there  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits,  though  by  trade  he  was  a  cooper. 
He  went  to  Cheney's  Grove,  McLean  County,  in 
1853,  where  he  entered  land  from  the  (Government, 
and  began  its  cultivation.  There  himself  and  wife 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  days,  he  dying  at  the 
age  of  eighty-two,  and  she  i)assing  awaj'  at  about 
the  same  age.  Mrs.  Snyder  is  the  second  in  their 
family  of  seven  children,  five  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters. 

In  1855,  Mr.  Snyder  and  wife  also  moved  to 
Cheney's  Grove,  where  he  secured  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  raw  land  on  a  land  warrant  which  he 
had  purchased.  To  the  breaking  and  improving  of 
this  he  gave  his  entire  time  and  attention,  and  soon 
had  the  land  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
The  war  having  broken  out,  he  left  his  farm,  stock 
and  crops  to  be  cared  for  by  his  wife,  and  October 
12,  1861,  enlisted  as  a  member  of  Company  L, 
Fourth  Illinois  Cavalry.  The  regiment  was  or- 
dered to  join  Grant's  Brigade  at  Cairo,  111.  The 
chief  battles  in  which  our  sul)ject  participated  were 
Ft.  Henr}',  Ft.  Donelson  and  Shiloh.  On  the  1st 
of  July,  1864,  Mr.  Snyder  was  commissioned  Cap- 
tain of  Company  D,  iNIississippi  Jlounted  Rifles, 
and  one  year  later,  the  war  having  closed,  he  was 
mustered  out  of  service  .June  1!»,  1865.  During  his 
entire  service  he  was  never  off  duty,  and  never  in 
a  hospital.  Upon  being  discharged,  he  returned  to 
his  farm.     During  his  absence,  his  wife  had  battled 
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heroically  to  keep  home  affairs  in  a  prosperous  con- 
dition, and  her  efforts  were  not  in  vain.  Having 
remained  on  the  farm  until  1873,  they  removed  to 
Gibson  City,  and  soon  after  disposed  of  tlieir  land 
in  McLean  County. 

For  some  ten  or  twelve  years,  Capt.  Snyder  en- 
gaged in  the  grocery  business  in  Gibson  City,  be- 
ing associated  with  N.  B.  Tyler  two  years  of  that 
time.  As  a  traveling  salesman,  he  has  been  em- 
plo>ed  for  about  five  3'ears,  and  is  now  traveling 
for  .John  .S.  Gould  k   Co.,  of  Chicago. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Snyder  are  active  workers  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Cliurch,  of  which  he  has  been 
Steward,  and  is  now  a  Trustee.  In  politics,  he  is 
a  Republican,  having  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote 
for  John  C.  Fremont.  He  holds  membership  with 
the  Masonic  order,  and  is  also  a  member  of  Lott 
Post  No.  70,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Gibson  City.  When  he 
came  to  that  place,  it  contained  only  four  stores, 
but  is  now  one  of  the  impC)rtant  towns  in  this  part 
of  the  State.  Mr.  Snyder  has  done  much  for  the 
upbuilding  of  the  community,  and  is  one  of  the 
prominent  and  public-spirited  citizens  of  the  county. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Snyder  have  no  children  of  their  own, 
but  have  an  adopted  son,  Charles  H.,  wlio  is  eniT 
ployed  in  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  OfHce  of 
Chicago. 


eALVIN  HILBOKN  h.is  for  many  years  been 
■  ■ 
a  resident  of  Cabery,  and  is  recognized  as 
one  of  its  most  prominent  citizens.  He  was 
born  in  Columbia  County,  Pa.,  January  8,  1823, 
and  is  a  son  of  Abel  and  Eleanor  (Yale)  Hilborn. 
The  father  was  a  native  of  the  Keystone  State,  but 
was  married  in  Canada.  He  then  returned  with 
his  bride  to  Pennsylvania  and  settled  upon  a  farm, 
■where  he  reared  his  family  and  spent  his  entire 
life.  He  died  in  1864,  and  his  remains  were  in- 
terred in  the  cemetery  of  Lawrenceville,  Pa.  His 
wife  survived  him  several  years  and  passed  nv/ay 
in  1885.  She  lies  buried  in  Lochaven,  Pa.  In  the 
family  were  five  sons  and  five  daughters,  as  fol- 
lows: Charlotte,  now  the  widow  of  Jacob  Moyer, 
resides  in   Danville,  Pa.;  Lewis   died   in  January, 


1892;  Hiram  is  a  manuf.acturer  and  dealer  in  lum- 
ber in  Cedar  Run,  Pa.;  Jesse  is  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  Lycoming  County,  Pa.;  Calvin  is  the  next 
younger;  Rose  is  the  wife  of  Albert  Wctlierall,a  res- 
ident of  Findlaj-,  Ohio;  Eliza  is  the  wife  of  Jacob 
Quiggle,  a  resident  of  Lochaven,  Pa.;  Mary  resides 
in  Newbury,  I'a.;  Kate  is  the  widow  of  Jonas  Mer- 
cer and  makes  her  home  in  Lochaven ;  Abel  is  the 
proprietor  of  an  iron  foundry  in  Findlay,  Ohio. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  the  days  of  his 
bo3hood  and  youth  in  the  State  of  his  nativit3'. 
His  school  privileges  were  very  limited;  indeed, he 
has  acquired  the  greater  part  of  his  education  since 
arriving  at  years  of  maturity.  Much  of  his  youth 
was  spent  in  an  iron  foundry  and  he  worked  at 
that  trade  in  Blossburg,  Pa.  After  a  few  years  spent 
in  that  place,  he  was  subsequently  employed  in 
Wellfeboro  and  in  Lawrenceville.  He  came  West 
in  1869,  and  located  in  Ford  County.  Forming  a 
partnership,  he  established  a  general  merchandise 
store  and  engaged  in  business  in  that  line  for  two 
years,  when  he  sold  his  interest.  He  then  removed 
to  Chelianse,  Iroquois  County,  wliere  he  again  em- 
barked in  the  same  line  of  trade  and  was  in  active 
business  for  a  number  of  3-ears.  He  sold  out  in 
that  place  in  1883  and  again  located  in  Cabery, 
once  more  establishing  a  general  merchandise  store. 
He  IS  a  man  of  good  business  abilitv  and  has  met 
with  excellent  success  in  his  undertakings.  His 
wife  has  now  a  millinery  and  notion  store  and  also 
enjoys  a  large  trade. 

In  Blossburg,  Pa..  January  14,  1849,  Mr.  Hil- 
born was  united  in  marriage  to  Mary  A.  Cole,  a 
native  of  the  Green  Mountain  State,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  Curtis  Cole,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Pennsylvania,  where  Mrs.  Hilborn  was  reared.  Two 
children  were  bom  of  their  union  butliotharo  now 
deceased:  Dora  died  at  the  age  of  eight  3'ears,  and 
Cora  died  when  nine  years  of  age. 

Mr.  and  ]Mrs.  IlinK)rn  are  active  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  our  subject  holds 
the  office  of  Deacon.  For  thirty  years,  he  has  been 
connected  with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  belonging 
to  the  lodge  in  Cabery.  In  politics,  he  was  first  a 
Whig,  supporting  that  party  until  the  Republican 
party  sprang  into  existence.  He  has  voted  for 
each  Presidential  nominee  since  that  time   and,  as 
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every  true  American  citizen  should  do,  takes  an 
active  interest  in  political  affairs.  He  has  been 
honored  with  various  offices  of  public  trust  and 
his  duties  have  ever  been  faithfully  performed. 
In  1885,  he  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Pe.ace  of 
Ford  County  and  was  re-elected.  He  afterward 
resigned,  however,  and  was  elected  Police  Magis- 
trate, wiiich  position  he  has  since  filled  with  credit 
to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  his  constituents. 
Mr.  Hilborn  has  also  served  as  a  delegate  to  the 
county  conventions.  He  has  been  a  resident  of 
Illinois  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  and  is  widely 
and  favorably  known  in  Ford  and  adjoining 
counties. 


-^]. 
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'  UGUST  OPPERMAN,  who   is  engaged   in 
general    farming   on  section  28,  Bienton 
(l    Township,  is  a   son  of  David    Opporman, 
,5g^  who  was    born  in  the  town  of    AVollmir- 

stadt.  Saxony,  Germany,  November  13,  1824.  His 
father  was  a  miller  and  he  learned  that  trade, 
which  he  followed  for  some  years.  He  married 
Dorothea  Brauraan,  who  died,  leaving  one  child, 
Frederick,  who  was  killed  at  Beaumont  in  the 
Franco-German  War,  August  30,  1870.  David 
Opperman,  after  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  married 
her  sister,  Fredericka  Braumau,  and  in  1868  they 
crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America,  sailing  from 
Bremen  to  New  York. 

Two  weeks  after  landing  in  this  country,  Mr. 
Opperman  reached  C'hatsworth,  where  he  pur- 
chased a  team  and  engaged  in  the  operation  of 
rented  laud  until  1875,  when  he  bought  eighty 
acres  of  land,  the  present  home  of  his  family'.  He 
afterward  bought  another  eighty-acre  tract  and 
left  his  widow  a  comfortable  home  and  a  fine 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  Every  im- 
provement upon  the  land  stands  as  a  monument  to 
his  thrift  and  enterprise.  He  was  a  prominent 
and  influential  citizen  of  this  community,  and 
highly  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  him.  In  poli- 
tics, he  was  a  life-long  Republican,  and  for  some 
years  held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace.  His 
death  occurred   on  the    6th  of   Ma}^  1888,  at  the 


age  of  sixty-three  years.  His  widow  is  still  living 
with  her  son  August. 

The  Opperman  family'  numbered  seven  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Fredericka,  wife  of  F.  Bork,  a 
farmer  of  Brentdn  Township;  William  and  Charles, 
who  ai'e  also  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in 
the  same  township;  August,  of  this  sketch;  Emma, 
wife  of  Andrew  Ilecht,  of  Pella  Township;  Lizzie, 
wife  of  William  Brauman,  of  Brenton  Township; 
and  Ernest,  at  home;  the  latter  was  born  in  this 
countr}',  the  others  being  natives  of  Germany. 

Our  subject  was  a  lad  of  six  years  when,  with 
his  parents,  he  crossed  the  Atlantic.  He  has  al- 
wa3S  resided  with  his  mother,  an<l  since  his  fa- 
ther's death  has  had  charge  of  the  farm.  He  now 
operates  two  hundred  .and  eighty  acres  of  good 
land  and  is  one  of  the  energetic  and  wide-awake 
young  business  men  of  the  community.  The  neat 
appearance  of  the  place  indicates  his  thrift  and 
enterjjrise.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in  all 
that  pertains  to  the  welfare  of  the  community  and 
is  a  public-spiiited  and  progressive  citizen.  He 
advocates  Republican  principles  and  cast  his  first 
Presidential  vote  for  James  G.  Blaine.  He  has 
served  as  delegate  to  the  county  conventions  and 
has  iield  the  office  of   Commissioner  of   Highways. 

Mr.  Opperman  is  quite  a  skilled  musician,  es- 
pecially on  the  violin  and  wind  instruments,  and 
he  .and  three  of  his  l)iotliers  are  members  of  the 
Artesia  Band,  of  Thawville.  In  his  social  relations, 
he  is  an  Odd  Fellow  and  a  IMason,  belonging  to  the 
societies  of  Piper  City.  He  has  spent  the  greater 
part  of  his  life  in  this  locality,  and  l)y  all  who 
know  him  he  is  held  in  high  esteem  for  his  sterling 
worth. 


"X 


"l^^AVID  WOOLSTONCROFT,  an  honored 
veteran  of  the  late  war  and  a  prominent 
citizen  of  Roberts,  claims  Illinois  as  the 
State  of  his  nativity.  He  was  born  in 
Magnolia,  Putnam  County,  July  18,  1840,  and 
mention  is  made  of  his  father's  family  on  another 
page  of  this  work.  In  the  usual  manner  of  farmer 
lads,  his  boyhood  days  were  spent,  and   he  after- 
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ward  learned  the  trade  of  a  stone  and  brick  mason 
and  plasterer.  On  attaining  his  majority,  he  started 
out  in  life  for  himself  and  from  that  time  was  de- 
pendent upon  liis  own  exertions. 

The  first  important  event  in  his  life  occurred 
August  20, 1861,  when  he  enrolled  his  name  .imong 
the  boys  in  blue  of  Company  I,  Eleventh  Illi- 
nois Infantry.  He  enlisted  in  Magnolia  and  pro- 
ceeded to  Birds'  Point,  JIo.,  where  he  was  mustered 
into  service.  He  was  placed  on  duty  as  a  teamster, 
and  went  to  Ft.  Donelson  just  after  tlie  battle,  and 
from  thence  to  Ft.  Henry  and  up  the  Tennessee 
River  to  Pittsburg  Landing,  whence  he  advanced 
to  within  five  miles  of  Corinth,  Miss.  He  then 
turned  and  went  to  Jackson,  Tenn.,  and  thence 
back  to  Cairo  and  Ft.  Henry  and  across  the  river 
to  Ft.  Donelson.  He  was  later  at  Paducah,  Ky., 
where  lie  shipped  aboard  a  transport  for  Memphis, 
Tenn.  From  Memphis,  the  troops  went  to  Lake 
Providence,  La.,  to  Mississippi,  and  afterward  on 
transports  to  Grand  Gulf  and  to  the  rear  of  Vicks- 
burg.  They  took  part  in  the  battles  of  .Jackson, 
Champion  Hills,  the  Black  River  Bridge  and  the 
siege  of  Vicksburg  until  the  surrender  of  that  city, 
July  4,  186.3.  Next  they  went  to  Natchez,  and, 
after  returning  to  Vicksburg,  went  to  Yazoo  Citj'. 
Soon  afterward,  Mr.  Woolstoncroft's  time  having 
expired,  he  was  sent  to  Springfield,  where  he  was 
honorablj'  discharged,  September  16,  1864.  He 
was  ever  a  faithful  soldier,  and  fortunately  escaped 
uninjured,  but  his  constitution  was  impaired  and 
he  has  never  yet  fully  regained  his  health. 

On  the  .5th  of  Jlarch,  1868.  Mr.  Woolsloncroft 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Maiy  Warner,  who  was 
born  near  Peru,  La  Salle  County,  III.,  February  22, 
1846,  and  is  a  daughter  of  George  and  Elizabeth 
(Smith)  AVarner,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Germany.  The  father  was  born  in  Darmstadt  in 
1810,  and  died  in  1849.  Her  mother  was  born 
November  24,  1820,  and  is  yet  living.  She  is  now 
the  wife  of  Gottlieb  Hahn,  a  native  of  German}- 
and  a  mechanic.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Woolston- 
croft  have  been  born  three  sons:  James  Henry, 
born  February  12,  1869;  John  Edward,  who  was 
born  August  13,  1871,  and  has  learned  the  jeweler's 
trade,  and  Gilva  Victory,  born  September  6,  1885. 

Mr.  Woolstoncroft  is  a  member  of  Melvin  Lodge 


No.  157,  L  O.  O.  F.,  and  the  Grand  Army  Post  of 
Melvin.  He  and  his  wife  are  numbered  among  the 
best  citizens  of  this  community, being  held  in  high 
regard  b^'  their  large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances. 


~o2- 


^  OSEPH  HURST,  one  of  the  prosperous  and 
influential  farmers  of  Ford  County,  residing 
on  section  17,  Lyman  Township,  was  born 
in  Lancashire,  P^ngland,  in  Pxlgerton,  in 
1834,  and  was  the  seventh  in  a  family  of  ten  chil- 
dren, whose  parents  were  Joseph  and  Mary  Hurst. 
Further  mention  is  made  of  them  in  the  sketch  of 
William  Hurst  on  another  page  of  this  work. 

Our  subject  spent  his  boyhood  days  in  England, 
until  twelve  years  of  age,  and  acquired  his  educa- 
tion in  a  (Quaker  academy.  With  his  parents,  he 
emigrated  to  America  about  1846,  and  commenced 
life  for  himself  when  sixteen  years  of  age.  He 
started  for  Illinois,  and,  locating  in  Cass  County, 
began  to  work  on  a  farm  at  98  per  month.  He 
was  there  employed  until  his  removal  to  Bureau 
County  about  1854.  It  was  there  he  met  and  mar- 
ried Jliss  Harriet  Harvey,  a  native  of  Ohio,  their 
union  being  celebrated  in  1855.  Unto  them  were 
born  five  sons  and  five  daughters,  all  of  whom  are 
yet  living. 

The  first  land  which  Ur.  Hurst  purchased  in 
Ford  County  was  a  one  hundred  and  sixty  acre 
tract  of  raw  prairie,  for  which  he  paid  *10  per  acre. 
He  afterward  bought  eighty  acres  which  was  par- 
tially improved,  at  $15  per  acre.  He  now  has  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  arable  land  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation,  and  well  improved.  In 
the  rear  of  his  beautiful  residence  are  good  barns 
and  other  outbuildings,  and  the  rich  and  fertile 
fields  indicate  the  thrift  and  enterprise  of  the 
owner,  who  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  model  farm- 
ers of  Lyman  Township. 

In  1879,  Mr.  Hurst  was  called  upon  to  mourn 
the  loss  of  his  first  wife.  Her  remains  were  interred 
in  Roberts  Cemetry.  In  1880,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Anna  Harvey,  a  native  of  Illinois, 
and  their  union  has  been  blessed  with  one  daugh- 
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ter,  Florence.  iMr.  Hurst  has  affiliated  with  tlic 
Republican  party  since  he  cast  his  first  Piesidential 
vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln.  He  is  a  well-informed 
man,  both  on  pdlitical  questions  and  otherwise, 
and  has  filled  numerous  offices  to  the  credit  of  him- 
self and  the  satisfaction  of  his  constituents.  He 
has  filled  the  office  of  Assessor  for  a  longer  period 
than  almost  any  citizen  of  the  communitj'.  He 
was  Supervisor  of  Lyman  Township  for  a  number 
of  years,  was  Collector  two  terms,  was  School 
Trustee  for  two  terms  and  llig-hway  Commissioner 
for  a  nuMiber  of  years.  Tlie  cause  of  education 
has  ever  found  in  him  a  warm  friend.  He  organ- 
ized the  first  school  in  the  western  part  of  the 
township,  and  his  labors  in  behalf  of  the  schools 
have  been  instrumental  of  much  good.  He  is  an 
honored  |)ioneer  of  the  county,  having  witnessed 
its  growth  from  the  days  when  its  lands  were  all 
uncultivated,  when  deer  roamed  over  the  prairie, 
and  when  many  of  its  villages  had  not  yet  sprung 
into  existence.  The  early  settlers  were  the  found- 
ers of  the  county,  and  to  them  we  owe  a  debt  of 
gratitude  which  can  never  be  repaid  for  what  they 
have  done  in  its  behalf. 


r|K=^i  ELSON  STEDMAN,  a  retired  farmer  resid- 
I  1/  i"g  ill  Piper  Citj%  is  a  native  of  tiie  Em- 
jl\ //L)  pire  State.  He  was  born  in  Genesee  County, 
May  27,  1833,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Sally  (Silli- 
way)  Stedman.  His  father  was  born  in  Rhode  Is- 
land in  1800,  became  a  New  York  farmer,  and 
visited  Buffalo  just  after  that  citj'  was  burned  by 
the  British  in  1813.  He  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  life  in  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  and  in  the  midst  of 
the  forest  developed  a  farm.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Stedman  were  born  three  sons  and  four  daughters: 
Mrs.  Bassett,  of  Minnesota;  La  Fayette,  who  re- 
sides in  Wyoming  County,  N.  Y.;  John,  deceased; 
Nelson,  of  this  sketch;  Sophia,  now  Mrs.  Clark,  of 
Jamestown,  N.  Y  ;  Mrs.  Dolly  A.  Brooks,  who  died 
in  Dakota;  and  Mrs.  Melissa  Mandel,  a  widow  re- 
siding near  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

The    subject  of  this   sketch  spent  his  boyhood 
days  in  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads,  and  his 


educational  advantages  were  very  limited.  At  the 
early  age  of  nine  years,  he  began  earning  his  own 
livelihood,  working  as  a  farm  hand  at  ^7  per 
month.  He  was  afterward  employed  in  the  lum- 
ber woods,  and  in  summer  worked  in  the  sawmills 
for  ten  years.  In  1864,  he  bade  good-bye  to  his 
home  in  the  East,  and  came  to  Illinois,  locating  in 
Ottawa,  where  he  worked  upon  a  farm  for  nearly 
seven  years.  He  had  to  begin  life  empty-handed 
in  this  State.  From  tiie  low  wages  which  he  had 
received  in  the  East,  he  had  managed  to  save 
11,000,  but  lost  it  all  by  signing  notes.  In  the  au- 
tumn of  1870,  he  came  to  Ford  County  and  pur- 
chased one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  wild  land 
in  Pella  Township.  This  he  tiled  and  drained  and 
placed  the  entire  amount  under  a  high  state  of  cul- 
tivation. He  also  extended  the  lioundaiies  of  his 
farm  until  it  comprises  four  hundred  acres  of  valu- 
able land,  which  yields  bountifully.  .  The  income 
he  derives  therefrom  now  enables  him  to  live  a  re- 
tired life,  and  he  is  resting,  after  many  years  of 
faithful  labor,  at  his  pleasant  home  in   Piper  City. 

Mr.  Stedman  was  married  in  New  York,  on  the 
6th  of  November,  185St,  to  Miss  Harriet  Read,  a 
native  of  Chautauqua  County,  born  August  1, 
1837.  Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  a  family 
of  seven  children:  Earl,  who  was  born  in  the  Em- 
pire State,  operates  his  father's  farm ;  John,  wlio  was 
born  in  Illinois,  educated  at  Valparaiso,  and  pur- 
sued his  medical  studies  in  Keokuk,  Iowa,  is  now 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  in  Chicago, 
where  he  resides  with  his  wife, having  married  Jen- 
nie Tyler,  of  Aurora,  111.;  Mary  is  the  wife  of 
Lewis  Stafford,  a  merchant  of  Chicago;  Nellie; 
James  is  a  farmer  of  Iroquois  County;  Nora  and 
Henry. 

The  father  of  Mr.  Stedman  was  a  Demociat  in 
politics,  but  he  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Fremont,  and  has  been  a  stalwart  supporter  of  the 
Republican  party  since  that  time.  He  has  been 
officially  connected  with  the  schools  of  this  com- 
munity, and  served  as  Pathmaster  for  fourteen 
years,  but  has  never  been  an  office-seeker,  in  fact, 
has  refused  to  fill  public  positions.  His  wife  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church  for  manj- 
years.  Mr.  Stedman  is  numbered  among  the  pio- 
neer settlers  of  this  communitj'.     He  has  traveled 
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all  over  the  swamps  of  Ford  County,  and  in  the 
earlier  days  reaped  quite  an  income  as  a  trapper. 
He  lias  caught  large  numbers  of  muskrats  and 
minks,  and  still  follows  this  business  to  a  limited 
extent,  which  is  the  only  industrj'  which  now  oc- 
cupies his  attention.  He  has  done  much  for  the 
upbuilding  of  the  county,  has  taken  a  commend- 
able interest  in  all  its  leading  enterprises,  and  well 
deserves  mention  in  its  history. 


-1=' 


=S^^ 


ENRY  A.  FORNEY,  who  is  engaged  in  gen- 
eral fanning  on  section  5,  L3nian  Town- 
ship, is  a  native  of  the  Keystone  State.    He. 

i^j  was  born  .June  29,  1849,  and  is  a  son  of 
James  H.  and  Margaret  (AUewelt)  Forney.  The 
father  now  resides  in  Brimfleld,Ill.  He  is  a  painter 
by  trade,  and  also  engages  in  teaching.  He  was 
educated  iu  Hanover,  Pa.,  and  has  tauglit  both 
German  and  English.  He  emigrated  to  Illinois  in 
the  spring  of  1855,  locating  in  Peoria  County,  and 
is  one  of  its  honored  and  respected  citizens.  A 
public-spirited  man,  he  has  always  been  identified 
with  tiiose  interests  calculated  to  benefit  the  com- 
munity, and  has  held  a  number  of  official  positions. 
In  politics,  he  is  a  stalwart  Democrat,  and  himself 
and  wife  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

Unto  this  worthy  couple  were  born  seven  chil- 
.  dren,  and  the  family  circle  j'et  remains  unbroken: 
Henry  A.,  of  this  sketch  is  the  eldest;  Adolphus  is 
married  and  is  living  in  Peoria  County,  111.;  Eph- 
raim  is  also  married,  and  is  a  farmer  of  Jubilee 
Township;  Belmina  E.  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Hart, 
who  is  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  tile  in  Dun- 
lap,  Peoria  County;  Leauder  is  married  and  suc- 
cessfully follows  farming  in  Kansas;  James  is  an 
agriculturist  residing  with  his  famil}-  in  Peoria 
County;  and  Cora  is  the  wife  of  William  Hay  word, 
a  merchant  of  Brim  field.  111. 

Our  subject  was  only  five  years  of  age,  when, 
with  his  familj-,  he  came  to  Illinois.  The  daj's  of 
his  boyhood  and  youth  were  spent  in  Peoria 
County,  where  he  acquired  a  common-school  edu- 
cation, and  became  inured  to  the  labors  of  the  farm. 
On  attaining  his  majoritj-,  he  commenced   life  for 


himself  with  a  cash  capital  of  about  %300.  Remov- 
ing to  Woodford  County,  he  spent  about  five  3-ears, 
and  since  that  time  has  been  a  resident  of  Ford 
County.  He  now  owns  and  operates  eighty  acres 
of  rich  land  which  j'ields  to  him  a  golden  tribute 
in  return  for  tlie  care  and  cultivation  he  bestows 
upon  it.  The  home  is  a  beautiful  and  comfortable 
residence,  and  its  surrounding  are  such  as  are 
found  on  a  model  farm. 

On  the  5th  of  September,  1872,  a  marriage  cere- 
mony was  performed  which  united  the  destinies  of 
Mr.  Forney  and  Miss  Frances  Shambrook,  daugh- 
ter of  Robert  Shambrook,  a  sketch  of  whom  ap- 
pears elsewhere  in  this  work.  She  was  born  in 
Tazewell  County,  May  25,  1854,  but  the  greater 
part  of  her  maidenhood  days  were  passed  in  AVood- 
ford  County.  B3'  their  marriage  was  born  a  little 
daughter,  P^va  May,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eight 
months.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Forney  are  well-known 
people  of  this  community.  He  cast  his  first  Presi- 
dential vote  for  Horace  Greeley-,  and  has  since 
voted  with  the  Democratic  party,  the  principles  of 
which  he  warmly  advocates.  He  has  been  a  teacher 
in  the  Union  Sunday-school  of  the  district  for  tiiree 
3'ears,  and  ever  gives  his  support  to  those  interests 
and  enterprises  calculated  to  improve  and  upbuild 
the  comnuinitv. 


«r.'.©.,*';.'3E'.'. 


OSEPH  McKINNEY,  deceased,  was  a  promi- 
nent early  settler  of  Ford  County.  A  na- 
tive of  the  Emerald  Isle,  he  was  born  March 
17,  1840,  and  was  a  son  of  Archilwld  and 
Elizabeth  McKinne}',  also  natives  of  Ireland.  He 
acquired  a  common-school  education  in  his  native 
land,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  accompanied 
his  parents  on  their  emigration  to  America  in 
1857.  The  family  first  located  in  Brenton  Town- 
ship, Ford  County. 

Mr.  McKinne^-  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  until  his  marriage,  which  was  celebrated  on 
the  6th  of  November,  1873,  Miss  Susie  Goodman 
becoming  his  wife.  She  is  a  daughter  of  John 
and  Sarah  (Bellamy')  Goodman,  and  is  a  most  esti- 
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inable  lady.  Two  children  were  born  of  their 
union:  Archibald  and  Sarah,  both  of  whom  are 
still  with  their  mother. 

Mr.  McKinne}'  continued  to  engage  in  farming 
for  a  number  of  3ears,  making  his  home  in  Bren- 
ton  Township  until  1880.  In  that  year  he  came 
to  Kempton  and  established  a  hardware  store  and 
lumber  j'ard,  carrying  on  business  in  that  line 
until  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the 
10th  of  January,  1885.  He  was  a  good  business 
man,  enterprising  and  progressive,  and  his  success 
in  life  was  all  due  to  his  own  efforts.  His  remains 
were  interred  in  the  cemetery  of  Piper  City  and 
many  friends  mourned  his  loss,  for  he  was  widely 
and  favorably  known  in  this  community.  In  poli- 
tics, he  was  a  Republican,  and  always  took  an  ac- 
tive interest  in  political  affairs,  keeping  himself 
well  informed  on  the  issues  of  the  day,  and  on  all 
subjects  of  general  interest.  He  held  membership 
with  the  Presbyterian  Church.  His  widow  still 
resides  in  Kempton,  where  she  has  many  friends. 
She  is  a  lady  of  many  excellencies  of  character, 
and  to  her  liusband  proved  a  true  helpmate  and 
companion. 


^ 
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^(OIIN  THACKRAY,  one  of  the  highly  re- 
spected fanners  of  Peach  Orchard  Town- 
ship, resides  on  section  14,  where  he  owns  a 
valuable  tract  of  land.  He  first  purchased 
eighty  acres,  but  as  the  years  have  passed  he  has 
made  additional  purchase,  and  iiis  possessions  now 
aggregate  five  hundred  and  twelve  acres,  which 
yield  to  him  a  golden  tribute  for  his  care  and  cul- 
tivation. His  home  farm  is  well  improved  with 
fair  buildings  and  all  the  accessories  of  a  model 
farm,  and  in  the  pursuit  of  his  chosen  occupation 
he  has  acquired  a  handsome  competence. 

Mr.  Thackray  was  born  in  Yorkshire,  England, 
IMarcli  29,  1834,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Isabella 
(Dawson)  Thackray,  who  were  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  namely:  William,  now  deceased;  John  of 
this  sketch;  Thomas,  also  deceased;  Henry,  a  tailor 
residing  in  Bradford,  England;  Charles,  who  has 
departed  this  life;  George,  a  resident  of  Bradford, 
28 


England,  and  a  blacksmith  by  trade;  Elizabeth, 
now  Mrs.  Franks;  Mary  and  James.  The  father  of 
this  faniilj'  followed  blacksniilhing  in  pursuit  of 
fortune,  and  was  called  to  his  final  rest  in  1890, 
his  wife  having  departed  this  life  in  1888.  They 
were  both  members  of  the  Church  of  England,  and 
were  people  highly  esteemed. 

The  common  schools  of  his  native  land  afforded 
our  subject  his  educational  privileges.  He  started 
out  in  life  for  himself  at  the  age  of  si.xteen  3-ears, 
working  as  a  farm  hand  and  at  other  labor 
whereby  he  might  earn  an  honest  dollar  and  pro- 
vide for  his  own  support.  At  length,  he  determined 
to  make  a  home  in  America, of  whose  excellent  ad- 
vantages and  prospects  he  had  heard  much.  In 
1856,  he  sailed  from  Liverpool,  and  after  about 
seven  weeks  spent  upon  the  broad  Atlantic,  reached 
New  York  City  in  safety.  He  soon  afterward 
made  his  way  to  Chicago,  and  began  work  at  day's 
labor  in  a  chair  factory  of  that  place,  in  which  he 
was  employed  until  1857.  That  year  was  spent  in 
Michigan,  chopping  cord  wood  and  clearing  land, 
working  either  bj*  the  month  or  day,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1858,  we  find  him  at  Keastner's  Mills, 
Putnam  County,  111.  He  also  worked  upon  a  farm. 
To  that  employment  he  devoted  his  energies  until 
the  winter  of  1859,  when  he  began  chopping  cord 
wood.  In  the  spring,  he  purchased  some  land  in 
Putnam  County,  a  tract  heavily  timbered,  and  be- 
gan the  development  and  improvement  of  the 
farm,  clearing  it  and  placing  it  under  a  good  state 
of  cultivation. 

On  the  13th  of  June,  1865,  JMr.  Thackray  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Catherine  Phillips, 
daughter  of  George  and  Martha  Phillips,  both  of 
whom  were  of  English  descent.  Eight  children 
have  blessed  their  union,  namely:  George  W.,  now 
cng.aged  in  farming  in  Peach  Orchard  Township; 
Edward,  who  died  in  infancy;  Martha  I., at  home; 
Mary,  who  died  in  infancy;  John,  Amos,  Mary 
Etta  and  James,  who  are  still  under  the  parental 
roof. 

In  the  spring  of  1869,  Mr.  Thackray  left  Putnam 
County,  111.,  sold  his  farm  and  came  to  Ford 
County,  locating  on  section  14,  Peach  Orchard 
Township,  on  railroad  land,  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided.     He   is  a    Republican   in]  jwlitics,  and,   as 
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every  true  American  citizen  should  do,  feels  an  in- 
terest in  political  affairs.  He  has  served  both  as 
School  Director  and  Township  Trustee.  All  enter- 
prises calculated  to  prove  of  public  benefit  receive 
his  heart^y  support  and  co-operation,  and  his  aid  is 
never  withheld  from  any  interest  which  tends  to 
promote  the  general  welfare.  He  is  a  valued  and 
representative  citizen,  and  one  well  deserving  of 
honorable  mention  in  the  history  of  his  adopted 
county. 


bHOMAS  McDERMOTT,  who  is  numbered 
among  the  early  settlers  of  Ford  County, 
residing  on  section  9,  Pella  Township,  was 
lK>rn  in  County  Roscommon,  Ireland,  on  the  19th 
of  March,  1837.  His  parents,  Patrick  and  Bridget 
(Conlon)  McDermott,  were  both  natives  of  the 
Emerald  Isle.  The  father  was  a  farmer,  and  in 
1851  emigrated  to  America.  After  a  year  and  a 
half  spent  in  the  Empire  State,  he  came  to  Illi- 
nois in  1853,  locating  in  Peoria  County.  He 
lived  in  that  county  with  his  son  during  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life,  his  death  occurring  in  Peoria 
in  1874.  His  wife  passed  away  in  that  city  in 
1860.  Unto  them  were  born  the  following  chil- 
dren: James,  who  is  now  engaged  in  farming  in 
Peoria  County;  John,  who  served  in  the  Fort3'- 
seventh  Illinois  Infantry  during  the  late  war  and 
now  resides  in  Streator,  111.;  Patrick,  who  makes 
his  iiome  in  Chicago;  Ann,  who  is  living  in  Peoria 
County;  Michael,  now  deceased;  and  Thomas,  of 
this  sketch.  All  of  the  children  were  born  and 
reared  in  Ireland. 

Our  subject  began  his  school  life  in  his  native 
land  and  completed  his  education  in  the  schools 
of  this  country,  whither  he  came  with  his  par- 
ents when  fourteen  j-ears  of  age.  He  remained 
under  the  parental  roof  until  he  had  attained  his 
majority,  and  then  began  working  as  a  farm  hand 
bj'  the  month.  As  soon  as  he  had  acquired  suf- 
ficient means,  he  purchased  land  and  began  farm- 
ii\g  in  Peoria  County,  where  he  made  his  home 
until  1869,  when  he  came  to  Ford  County  and 
purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land, 
constituting  his  present  farm.     It   has   since  been 


his  home,  and  in  the  3'ears  which  have  since  come 
and  gone  he  has  transformed  it  from  a  wild  tract 
into  a  higlily-improved  place,  whose  rich  and  fer- 
tile fields  yield  to  liim  a  good  income.  In  con- 
nection with  general  farming,  he  engages  in  stock- 
raising,  having  for  about  fifteen  years  made  a 
specialt}'  of  thorough-bred  horses. 

On  the  12t!i  of  May,  1860,  Mr.  McDermott  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Ellen  Berigan,  a  n.ative 
of  Ireland,  who  came  to  America  wlien  about 
nine  years  old  with  her  parents,  Patrick  and  Ann 
(Mackej')  Berigan,  who  settled  on  Stateu  Island, 
and  after  five  years  spent  in  tiiat  locality  emi- 
grated to  Peoria,  111.  The  mother  now  resides  in 
Chatsworth,  Livingston  County.  The  father  died 
May  20, 1892.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  JMcDormott  are 
members  of  the  Catholic  Church  of  Piper  City,  and 
in  this  community  are  well  and  favorably  known, 
having  many  friends  throughout  the  count}'. 

Mr.  McDermott  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote 
for  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  and  has  since  been  a 
stanch  advocate  of  Democratic  principles.  He  has 
been  lionored  with  a  number  of  local  offices;  for 
eleven  consecutive  years  he  has  been  Supervisor  of 
his  township,  for  eight  years  served  as  Assessor, 
was  Commissioner  of  Highwaj's,  and  Treasurer  of 
several  drainage  districts.  He  is  now  Treasurer  of 
Districts  Nos.  1  and  2.  The  land  in  Ford  County 
being  swampy  and  low,  it  was  unfit  for  farming 
purposes  until  drained,  and  those  citizens  who 
have  labored  so  earnestly  in  this  direction  deserve 
great  credit  for  what  they  have  done.  Mr.  Mc- 
Dermott has  ever  had  the  best  interests  of  the 
community  at  heart  and  is  a  highly  respected 
citizen  of  Pella  Township. 


-^t 


^^HRISTOPHER  C.  CRANDALL,  a  well- 
lli  known  farmer  of   Pella  Township,  residing 

^^^  on  section  4,  was  born  Septeml)er  3,  1845, 
in  Cook  County,  111.  His  father,  Heman  Cran- 
dall,  was  a  native  of  Vermont  and  a  son  of  John 
Crandall,  a  f.armer  who  served  in  the  AVar  of  1812. 
He  resided  for  many  years  in  the  town  of  Mona, 
Franklin  County,  N.  Y.,  where  his  death  occurred 
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in  1867.  Henian  Crandall  came  to  Illinois  in  the 
fall  of  1833,  and  settled  at  Chicago,  which  was 
then  only  a  log  tavern.  He  was  at  the  first  land 
sale  which  occurred  at  that  place  and  purchased 
land  in  Cook  County,  where  he  made  his  home 
for  many  years,  devoting  his  time  and  attention 
to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  served  as  a  Lieuten- 
ant in  the  Illinois  Militia  under  Gov.  Carlin,  as 
a  member  of  Company  A.  Sixtieth  Illinois  Infan- 
try, and  the  commission,  which  bore  date  June 
15,  1842,  is  still  in  possession  of  his  son,  Christo- 
pher C.  He  married  Ljdia  Bushnell,  who  was 
born  near  Mentor,  Ohio,  and  when  twelve  3-ears 
of  age  came  to  Illinois  and  worked  in  the  old  New 
York  House,  the  first  hotel  in  Chicago.  She  was 
there  married,  June  13,  1836,  wlien  sixteen  j'ears 
of  age,  and  is  still  living  in  California  at  the  age 
of  seventy-two  years.  The  death  of  Mr.  Crandall 
occurred  in  Ford  County,  and  his  remains  were 
laid  to  rest  in  Brenton  Cemetery. 

In  the  family  were  eleven  cliildren:  Eady,  born 
September  12,  1837;  Ruey  K.,  September  17,  1839; 
Mary  M.,  July  14,  1841;  Martha  E.,  October  6, 
1843;  Christopher  C,  September  3,  1845;  Imogene 
E.,  October  9,  1847;  Herman  A.,  December  8, 
1849;  George  C,  October  11,  1851;  Lydia  S.,  who 
was  born  March  20,  1854,  and  died  September  3, 
1855;  Eva  E.,  born  April  4,  1857;  Benjamin  S., 
March  6,  1859;  and  William  A.,  June  2,  1861. 

Tlie  earl}'  life  of  our  subject  passed  unevent- 
fully in  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads  on  the 
frontier,  but  after  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  war, 
he  responded  to  the  call  for  troops,  enlisting  at 
Joliet,  in  1862,  as  a  member  of  the  Eighth  Phalanx, 
Thirty-ninth  Illinois  Infantry — Gov.  Yates'  picked 
regiment.  Their  first  service  was  in  the  Shenan- 
doah Yalle3%  and  they  were  the  first  regiment  at 
the  siege  of  Charlestown.  Mr.  Crandall  partici- 
pated in  Butler's  expedition  up  the  James  River, 
the  siege  of  Vicksburgand  the  liattle  of  Appomat- 
tox, and  has  in  his  possession  a  piece  of  the  apple 
tree  under  which  the  surrender  was  made.  At  the 
battle  of  Deep  Bottom,  Ya.,  Mr.  Crandall  was  hit 
by  a  piece  of  shell  in  the  shoulder,  his  ribs  were 
broken,  a  piece  of  the  shell  cracked  his  skull  and 
he  received  seven  bullet  wounds,  all  in  going  six- 
teen rods.     Of  all  the  officers  of  the  regiment  who 


went  into  the  service  only  one  lieutenant  re- 
turned. After  the  surrender  of  Ft.  Monroe,  Va., 
our  subject  received  his  discharge,  in  October,  1865, 
and  was  mustered  out  at  Springfield  in  December. 

On  the  28th  of  March  of  the  following  year, 
Mr.  Crandall  was  marriid,  m  Chicago,  to  Miss 
Roxanna  Reed,  who  was  born  in  Bristol,  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y.  They  removed  to  Martin  County, 
Minn.,  and  took  up  a  claim  of  Government  land,  on 
which  tliey  resided  for  a  year,  when  they  returned 
to  Illinois.  In  the  spring  of  1871,  they  went  to 
Missouri,  and  for  eleven  years  Mr.  Crandall  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Adair  County.  He  came  to 
Ford  County  in  1882,  and  has  since  made  his 
home  on  section  4,Pella  Township,  where  he  owns 
eighty  acres  of  valuable  land.  However,  he  oper- 
ates two  hundred  acres.  He  is  a  practical  and 
progressive  farmer,  and  by  close  attention  to  busi- 
ness has  won  a  competence.  Socially,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Grand  Army  Post  and  the  Masonic 
fraternity  of  Piper  City.  In  politics,  he  has  been 
a  stalwart  Republican  since  he  cast  his  first  Presi- 
dential vote  for  Gen.  Grant.  His  wife  and  two 
eldest  cliildren  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crandall  were  born  seven 
children:  George  M.,  who  was  born  in  Cook 
County,  April  1,  1869,  is  now  engaged  in  farming 
in  Pella  Township;  Lizzie  K.,  born  April  5,  1875; 
Henry  M.,  born  February  6,  1876,  is  in  Wilson, 
Mo.;  Bessie  E.,  born  December  15,  1879;  Martha 
P:.,  July  31,  1882;  Inez  O.,  September  18,  1884; 
and  Christopher  C,  April  15,1887.  Carrie,  the 
eldest,  was  liorn  June  5,  1867,  in  Minnesota,  and 
died  in  Missouri,  in  1872. 


AVID  BAARE.  who  is  engaged  in  general 
farming  on  section  27,  Rogers  Township, 
claims  Penns3lvania  as  the  State  of  his  na- 
tivit}'.  He  was  born  in  Lancaster  County,  October 
16,  1836,  and  is  a  son  of  David  Baare,  Sr.,  who  was 
also  born  in  Lancaster  County.  The  grandfather 
was  a  native  of  Germany  and  became  one  of  the 
honored  pioneers  of  Lancaster  County.   The  mother 
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of  our  subject,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Cath- 
erine Sanders,  died  wlian  her  son  was  a  babe  of 
nine  months.  The  father  was  a  carpenter  by  trade 
and  did  business  as  a  contractor  and  builder  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  came  to  Illinois  in  1855,  lo- 
cating in  Naperville,  Du  Page  County,  where  he 
made  his  home  for  a  few  years,  when  he  removed 
to  Will  County,  locating  in  Joliet.  His  death  oc- 
curred several  years  later,  in  1870. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  the  days  of  his 
bo3-hood  and  3-outh  in  the  count3-  of  his  nativity, 
and  when  a  voung  man  came  to  the  West  with  his 
father.  He  began  working;  for  himself,  and  was 
employed  as  a  farm  hand  by  the  month  for  several 
jears.  In  1864,  he  joined  the  Fourth  Illinois  Cav- 
alry, which  was  afterward  consolidated  with  the 
Twelfth  Regiment  of  Cavalry,  and  served  until 
the  close  of  the  war,  when  he  was  discharged,  in 
October,  1865.  He  went  South  with  his  regiment 
and  did  duty  in  Mississippi,  Louisiana  and  Texas. 

When  the  country  no  longer  needed  his  services, 
Mr.  Baare  returned  to  his  home  and  spent  one  year 
as  a  farm  hand  in  Will  County.  In  1867,  he  came 
to  Ford  County,  and  purchased  an  eighty-acre 
tract  of  wild  land.  He  was  one  of  the  first  settlers 
of  this  community.  He  began  the  development  of 
his  farm,  and  after  a  time  extended  its  boundaries 
until  it  now  comprises  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
all  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  well  im- 
proved. The  house,  barn,  and  other  outbuild- 
ings all  stand  as  monuments  to  his  thrift  and 
enterprise. 

A  marriage  ceremony  performed  in  Will  Count}', 
March  19,  1867,  united  the  destinies  of  Mr.  Baare 
and  Mrs.  Margaret  Ann  Manser.  She  was  the 
widow  of  Samuel  Manser  and  a  daughter  of  Ben- 
jamin Pennell.  By  her  first  marriage  she  had  two 
children:  John  F.,  who  resides  in  Cabery;  and 
Ma3'Melinda,  wife  of  Samuel  Dorman,  who  resides 
in  Livingston  Count}'.  Mrs.  Baare  is  a  native  of 
Lancaster  County,  Pa.  B3'  the  second  marriage 
there  have  been  born  three  children:  Henry  S.,  a 
carpenter  employed  by  a  bridge  company  in  Mis- 
sissippi; David  M.  and  William  A.,  who  aid  in 
the  operation  of  the  home  farm. 

Mr.  Baare  votes  with  the  Democratic  party.  We 
see  in  him  a  self-made  man,  who  began  life   with 


only  a  young  man's  bright  hope  of  the  future  and 
a  determination  to  succeed,  and  he  has  succeeded, 
winning  his  way  upward  to  an  enviable  position 
among  the  substantial  and  prominent  citizens  of 
Ford  County.  His  life  has  been  well  and  worthily 
spent,  and  it  is  with  pleasure  that  we  present  tliis 
record  to  our  readers. 


^1 
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eHRISTIAN  HOLMES,  who  owns  and  oper- 
ates a  good  farm  of  eighty  acres  on  section 
31,  Brenton  Township,  is  a  native  of  Den- 
mark. He  was  born  near  AUinge,  Februar}'  20, 
1842,  and  is  a  son  of  Anders  Holm,  who  lived  on 
a  little  island  called  Allinge.  He  spelled  his  name 
Holm,  but  since  the  family  came  to  America  the 
letters  e  and  s  have  been  added.  He  married  Caren 
C.  Kaas,  who  was  reared  on  the  same  island.  His 
death  occurred  in  1877,  attheage  of  sevent3'-seven 
years,  and  his  wife  passed  away  at  the  age  of  eight3' 
years.  They  were  both  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  and  their  family  numbered  eight  children: 
Hans  Christian,  a  cooper  of  Louisville,  Ky.;  Chris- 
tian of  this  sketch;  and  Christina  who  died  in  Den- 
mark.    The  other  children  died  in  infancy. 

The  education  of  our  subject  was  acquired  in 
his  native  land  prior  to  his  fifteenth  year,  and 
when  sixteen  3'ears  of  age  he  began  learning  the 
carpenter's  trade,  which  he  followed  in  the  Old 
Country  until  1865,when,  having  determined  to  try 
his  fortune  in  America,  he  made  his  way  to  Liver- 
pool, England,  from  whence  he  sailed  to  New  York, 
reaching  his  destination  after  a  voyage  of  sixteen 
days.  He  made  his  first  location  in  Jamestown,  N. 
Y.,  and  after  a  few  months  went  to  Chicago,  after- 
wards spending  a  short  time  in  Cincinnati,  in  Ind- 
ianapolis and  in  Greeneastle,  Ind.  He  did  Govern- 
ment work  as  a  carpenter  for  a  few  months  and  in 
February,  1866,  went  to  Nashville,  Washington 
County,  111.,  where  he  spent  tvvo  3'ears  working  at 
car[)eutering.  We  next  find  him  in  Normal,  Mc- 
Lean County,  where  he  resided  from  1868  until 
1875,  when  he  came  to  Ford  County  and  purchased 
his  present  farm  of  eighty  acres.  A  little  shant3' 
constituted  the  improvements  at  that  time  and  the 
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land  was  still  in  its  primitive  condition,  but  acre 
after  acre  was  soon  cleared  and  the  well-tilled 
fields  now  yield  to  him  a  golden  tribute.  A  com- 
fortable home  has  been  built  and  all  the  accessories 
of  a  model  farm  can  there  be  found. 

In  Chicago,  in  18(59;  Mr.  Holmes  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Maria  Hansen,  who  was  born  in 
Denmark,  and  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  this  country 
about  18()9.  By  their  union  have  been  born  seven 
children,  namely:  Hannah,  wife  of  Ira  Knight,  a 
resident  farmer  of  Livingston  County;  Lewis, 
George,  Minnie,  Joiinnie,  Fred  and  William.  The 
three  eldest  children  were  born  in  Normal  and  all 
were  educated  in  the  pul)lic  schools. 

In  his  political  afliliations,  IMr.  Holmes  is  a  Re- 
publican. When  he  landed  at  New  York,  he  had 
only  $20  in  gold,  and  he  may  well  be  termed  a  self- 
made  man,  for  by  his  own  efforts  he  has  acquired  a 
good  competence  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the 
prosperous  had  valued  citizens  of  this  coram  unity. 
He  has  made  his  home  in  Ford  County  for  seven- 
teen years,  his  duties  of  citizenship  have  ever  been 
faithfully  performed  and  the  ui)right  life  which  he 
has  led  has  won  him  the  confidence  of  all. 


RS.  JOHN  PHIPPS,  who  resides  on  section 
6,  Lyman  Township,  was  born  in  Howard- 
ville,  Center  County,  Pa.,  May  21,  1841, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  James  and  Eliza 
(Courter)  Uritton.  Her  father  was  born  in  the 
Keystone  State,  IMarch  8,  1813,  acquired  a  com- 
mon-school education,  and  was  early  inured  to  hard 
work.  For  some  time,  he  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  iron  goods,  but  after  a  time  concluded  to 
try  bis  fortune  on  the  broad  prairies  of  the  West, 
and  with  a  team  made  an  overland  journey  to  Illi- 
nois across  the  States  of  Pennsylvania,  Ohio  and 
Indiana.  He  first  located  in  Kendall  Count3^, 
where  he  remained  for  about  eleven  years,  when 
he  came  to  Ford  County  and  made  his  liist  pur- 
chase of  land,  becoming  owner  of  forty  acres,  later 
of  fort}'  more  of  unbroken  prairie.  His  death  oc- 
curred at  the  age  of  sixty  years.     His  wife,  who 


was  born  April  1,  1818,  died  June  12,  1892.  They 
were  parents  of  six  children,  three  sons  and  three 
daughters,  of  whom  tliree  are  yet  living:  Thomas 
T.  is  now  married  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  medicine  in  Reynolds,  Ind.  He  served  in  the 
Eighty-ninth  Infantry  during  the  late  war,  and 
was  badly  wounded  in  the  head  at  Mission  Ridge, 
on  the  2.5th  of  November,  1863.  Mrs.  lMiip])s  is  the 
next  younger;  Franklin  Pierce  is  married  and  fol- 
lows farming  in  Livingston  County,  111.;  John  M., 
Dorcas  M.  and  Mary  C.  are  all  deceased,  and  there 
was  only  eight  days'  difference  in  their  deaths. 

Mrs.  Phipps  was  a  maiden  of  fifteen  summers 
when,  with  her  parents,  she  came  to  Illinois.  She 
was  educated  in  the  seminary  in  Howardville,  Pa., 
and  in  the  schools  of  this  State.  On  the  27th  of 
vSeptember,  186.5,  in  Bristol,  Kendall  County,  she 
became  the  wife  of  John  Pliipiis,  wlio  was  a  native 
of  New  York,  but  was  reared  in  Kendall  Countj'. 
Bj'  occupation  he  was  a  farmer,  but  when  the  coun- 
try' called  for  troops  during  the  late  war,  he  aban- 
doned his  work  and  entered  the  service,  August  15, 
1862,  as  one  of  the  brave  boys  of  Company  D, 
Ninety-first  Illinois  Infantry,  under  Capt.  August 
P.  Stover.  The  regiment  was  assigned  to  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland,  and  its  line  of  duty  lay 
through  Kentuckj',  Tennessee,  iMississippi  and  Ala- 
bama. Mr.  Phipps  participated  in  the  battles  of 
Elizabeth  town.  Point  Isabel,  Atchafalaya,  White 
Ranch,  Whistlers'  Station,  and  the  siege  of  S[)anisli 
Foit.  He  twice  crossed  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and 
was  taken  prisoner  in  Kentucky,  but  was  paroUed 
shortly  afterward.  On  the  close  of  the  war,  he 
was  honorably  discharged,  July  12,  ISC'),  in  3Iobile. 

When  the  country  no  longer  needed  his  services, 
Mr.  Phipps  returned  to  his  home  in  Kendall  County) 
and  in  1857  brought  his  family  to  Ford  Count}''. 
He  became  owner  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  highly  improved  land,  and  made  it  an  excellent 
farm,  devoting  his  energies  to  its  cultivation  and 
development.  He  was  called  to  his  final  rest,  May 
9,  1889,  and  his  remains  were  interred  in  Chat- 
worth  (Jemetery,  his  death  being  deei)ly  regretted 
by  all.  In  politics,  he  was  a  stalwart  Republican. 
He  served  as  School  Director,  and  did  everything 
in  his  power  for  the  upbuilding  and  improvement 
of  the  community. 
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Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Phipps  were  born  four  cliil- 
dren,  three  sons  and  a  daughter,  two  of  whom  are 
3-et  living:  Eddy  <!•,  superintends  the  management 
of  his  mother's  farm,  and  resides  on  tlie  old  home- 
stead. He  was  educated  in  the  High  School  and  the 
Normal  School, both  of  Morris.Grundy  County,  and 
isa  man  of  excellent  business  ability.  He  wedded 
Miss  Mamie,  daughter  of  Oliver  and  Olive  (Kil- 
patrick)  Woodrow.  They  were  married  March  20, 
1888,  and  unto  them  was  born  a  daughter,  Grace 
B.,  and  a  son,  but  the  latter  is  now  deceased.  Ada 
B.  became  the  wife  of  John  Hawthorne,  a  resident 
farmer  of  Lyman  Township,  March  4,  1890,  and 
they  have  a  little  son,  Leroy  James. 

Mrs.  Pliipps  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
and  is  a  lady  of  charitable  and  benevolent  im- 
pulses, whose  good  works  have  won  her  the  love 
of  many.  She  still  resides  on  the  old  home  farm 
where  she  has  a  commodious  and  comfortable  resi- 
dence, supplied  with  all  the  comforts  and  many  of 
the  luxuries  of  life. 


^ 


E^ 


^^  HARLES  E.  CHAPIN,  M.  D.     Among  the 
III      ^  successful   young  ph3'sicians  and  surgeons 


^^^'  of  Ford  Coimty,  who  have  built  up  a  large 
and  rapidly  increasing  practice,  and  have  arisen 
by  their  own  merit,  must  be  mentioned  the  gentle- 
man whose  n.ame  heads  this  sketch,  a.  prominent 
practitioner  of  Melvin.  He  was  born  in  De  "Witt, 
De  Witt  County,  III.,  on  the  29th  of  .January,  1866, 
and  is  a  son  of  Stillman  A.  and  Susan  (Lafferty) 
Chapin.  His  father  is  also  a  native  of  Illinois,  and 
was  born  on  the  site  of  East  St.  Louis,  in  1821,  his 
parents  being  natives  of  Virginia,  who  emigrated 
to  Illinois  about  the  time  this  State  was  admitted 
to  the  Union.  The  Doctor's  mother  was  born  in 
Champaign  County,  Ohio,  in  1823,  and  during  her 
childhood  came  with  her  family  to  Illinois.  Both 
parents  are  still  living,  and  yet  reside  in  De  Witt, 
where  the}'  have  made  their  home  since  earlv  life. 
In  their  family  are  four  children,  three  sons  and  a 
daughter.  All  the  bo^-s  are  physicians:  Samuel  L., 
of  Saybrook,  111.;  Hiram  S.,  of  Holder,  111.;  and 
Charles  E.,  of  this  sketch. 


Charles  E.  Chapin  acquired  his  literarj'^  educa- 
tion in  the  Clinton  High  School,  and,  having  de- 
termined to  enter  the  medical  profession,  began 
fitting  himself  for  practice.  After  pursuing  a  three- 
years'  course  of  study  in  the  Rush  Medical  College 
of  Chicago,  he  was  graduated  from  that  institu- 
tion in  the  Class  of  '91,  and  on  receiving  his  di- 
ploma, he  at  once  established  practice  in  Melvin. 
Dr.  Chajiin  is  well  up  in  his  profession,  is  energetic 
and  prompt  in  the  discharge  of  his  professional 
duties,  and  has  rapidly  won  his  way  into  the  con- 
fidence and  esteem  of  his  patrons. 

In  LeRoy,  111.,  on  the  8th  of  May,  1889,  the 
Doctor  was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Lizzie 
Sterling,  who  was  born  near  that  city,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Martha  (AVest)  Sterling. 
Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  one  child,  a  son, 
Arnett  Sterling,  who  was  born  in  Le  Roy,  on  the 
7th  of  September,  1890.  The  parents  are  well  and 
favorably  known  in  this  community,  and  rank  high 
in  social  circles.  Dr.  Chapin  is  a  member  of  Jlel- 
vin  Lodge  No.  811,  A.  F.  A  A.  M.,  and  also  belongs 
to  Peach  Orchard  Lodge  No.  179,  K.  P.  In  his 
political  affiliations,  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  has 
served  two  years  as  Postmaster  of  De  Witt.  III., 
under  President  Cleveland's  administration.  He 
has  already  won  an  enviable  recognition  among 
his  professional  brethren  of  experience,  and  has  the 
ability  which  will  make  him  a  successful  physician. 


Ci  IV.ILLIAJI  PERDUE,  a  retired  farmer  and 
\rJ/i  Stock-grower  now  residing  in  Paxton,  is 
WW  the  owner  of  six  hundred  and  ten  acres  of 
valuable  land  in  Ford  County,  situated  in  tracts 
on  sections  2,  4,  9  and  14,  Town  23,  Range  9,  Pat- 
ton  Township.  The  old  homestead  lies  on  section 
2,  and  the  tracts  are  mostl}-  contiguous. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  native  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  was  born  in  Chester  County,  on  the 
11th  of  April.  1840,  being  the  third  of  eight  chil- 
dren, six  sons  and  two  daughters.  His  parents  were 
Mentor  and  Mary  Perdue.  His  father  was  born  in 
Southern  Virginia,  December  1,  1796,  of  parents 
who  were  emigrants  from  Pennsylvania.     In  early 
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life,  be  made  his  home  in  Chester  County,  Pa.,  and 
with  his  family-  emigrated  to  Illinois  in  1852,  loca- 
ting in  Chicago.  He  had  been  an  extensive  iron 
manufacturer  in  Pennsylvania,  Virginia  and  Mary- 
land. In  1859,  accom|)aniod  by  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren, he  removed  to  Ford  County,  and  located  on 
what  was  later  the  homestead  farm  of  his  son  Will- 
iam, on  section  2,  Patton  Township.  The  parents 
both  died  in  this  county,  the  death  of  the  father 
occurring  September  22,  1872,  and  the  mother,  who 
was  born  February  29,  1811,  passed  away  April  2, 
1889.  Both  were  members  of  the  Quaker  Church, 
to  whicii  they  ever  adhered. 

William  Perdue,  whose  name  heads  this  record, 
spent  his  childhood  on  his  father's  farm  in  Penn- 
sylvania, and  when  twelve  j'ears  of  age,  came  with 
the  family  to  Chicago,  where  lie  spent  seven  years 
and  attended  the  Chicago  schools.  When  eleven 
days  past  his  majority,  he  started  out  in  life  for 
himself  with  tlie  small  capital  which  he  had  earned 
the  summer  before  in  the  harvest  field.  One  year 
later,  he  began  farming  in  Morris,  and  after  three 
years  returned  to  Patton,  where  he  purchased  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixt}-  acres,  mostly  on 
credit,  to  which  he  has  added  by  additional  pur- 
chase until  his  landed  possessions  now  aggregate 
six  hundred  and  ten  acres.  He  early  began  rais- 
ing stock,  and  by  care  in  breeding  became  (luile 
successful  in  that  line. 

On  the  23rd  of  September,  18G3,  Mr.  Perdue  was 
united  in  marriage  in  Paxton  with  Miss  Minerva 
C.  Stoner.  daughter  of  Daniel  C.  Stoner,  a  pioneer 
settler  of  Patton  Township.  The  lady  is  a  native 
of  La  Fayette,  Iiid.,  and  came  to  what  is  now  Pat- 
ton Township  with  her  parents  in  1851.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Perdue  have  four  daughters  and  one  son: 
Susan  A.,  Lena  B.,  Bessie  U.,  Hortense  and  Daniel 
Stoner,  all  of  whom  were  born  in  Patton  Town- 
ship. 

In  his  political  atliliations,  Mr.  Perdue  is  a  Re- 
publican, but  has  never  sought  or  desired  public 
office.  He  and  his  wife,  also  their  daughters,  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
since  1883  the  family  has  resided  in  Paxton.  Mr. 
Pel  due  is  well  known  as  one  of  the  early  settlers 
and  successful  farmers  of  Ford  County.  He  has  led 
an  active  and  useful  life,  has  been  an   industrious 


man,  and  has  accumulated  a  valualile  property'. 
His  intercourse  with  his  fellow-men  has  been  dis- 
tinguished b3-  strict  integrity,  kind  and  accommo- 
dating ways,  and  a  Cliristian  spirit,  so  that  all  with 
whom  business  or  j)leasure  has  Iirougiit  him  in  con- 
tact entertain  for  him  only  kind  regard  and  pro 
found  respect. 


-^ 


"^  OHN  ES8INGT0N  has  for  seventeen  years 
resided  upon  his  present  farm  on  section 
12,  Mona  Townsliip,  and  is  numbered 
among  the  leading  farmers  of  the  commu- 
nity. He  was  born  in  England,  March  7,  1849, 
and  is  a  son  of  George  and  Sarah  (Scott)  Essing- 
ton,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  England.  The 
father  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade.  He  came  to 
America  on  a  sailing-vessel  in  1856,  reaching  New 
York  after  a  vo3'age  of  thirty  days.  He  then  came 
to  Illinois,  locating  in  Du  Page,  where  he  spent 
one  j'ear  working  at  his  chosen  occupation.  He 
then  removed  to  Plainfield,  Will  County,  where 
he  purchased  a  shop  and  engaged  in  business  for 
a  few  years,  afterward  purchasing  a  farm,  upon 
which  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  dajs,  his  death 
occurring  February  12, 1886.  His  remains  were  in- 
terred in  Plainfield  Cemetery.  In  politics,  he  was  a 
Democrat  and  was  a  prominent  citizen.  His  wife  had 
long  since  passed  away,  having  been  called  to  the 
home  beyond  in  1854,  and  he  was  again  married,  in 
England,  this  time  to  Mary  Buffhan,  a  widow  lady, 
by  whom  there  were  born  the  following  children: 
Mary  D.  D.  and  John  Joseph.  She  now  resides  at 
Dwight  with  her  son  John.  Unto  this  worthy 
couple  were  born  eight  children:  Marj-,  widow  of 
John  Clayton,  resides  in  Kendall  County,  111.; 
George  is  a  farmer  of  Mona  Townsliip;  Hugh  died 
in  1876;  Henry  is  a  farmer  residing  in  Rogers 
Township;  Eliza  became  the  wife  of  William  Bry- 
ant, a  resident  farmer  of  Kendall  County,  111.,  and 
was  called  to  her  final  rest  in  1885;  John,  of  this 
sketch,  is  the  next  younger;  Edwin  is  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  in  Kendall  County;  and  Car- 
oline, who  completes  the  famil)-,  is  the  wife  of 
Lewis  Pierson,  also  a  farmer  of  Kendall  County. 
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In  the  common  schools,  John  Essington  acquired 
an  education  which  has  well  fitted  liim  for  tlie 
practical  duties  of  life.  He  began  to  earn  his  own 
livehhood  at  the  age  of  seventeen  _years,  working 
.as  a  farm  hand  by  the  month  for  a  year.  He 
then  engaged  in  business  for  himself,  renting 
land.  In  1871,  he  came  to  Ford  County,  and  for 
four  years  operated  a  rented  farm  in  Mona  Town- 
ship. By  his  industry,  perseverance  and  good 
management,  he  acquired  some  capital,  and  in 
1875  made  purcliasc  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  on  section  12,  where  he  lias  since  re- 
sided. 

On  the  11th  of  February,  1875,  Mr.  Essington 
led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Clara  Olson,  daugh- 
ter of  Charlie  and  Elizabeth  Olson.  Nine  children 
have  been  born  of  their  union,  but  two  died  in 
infancy.  The  two  sons  and  five  daughters  yet 
living  are:  Walter,  Mabel,  Jennie,  Rachel,  Julia, 
Emma  and  Wallace.  The  family  have  a  pleasant 
home,  and  tiie  farm  which  our  subject  owns  is 
one  of  the  desir.able  places  of  the  community. 
It  is  well  improved  and  the  highly  cultivated  land 
yields  him  a  golden  tribute  for  the  care  and  labor 
he  bestows  upon  it.  In  his  political  affiliations, 
Mr.  Essington  is  a  Republican. 


fflOMAS  SCOTT,  a  leading  agriculturist  of 
Dix  Township,  residing  on  section  31,  was 
born  on  the  29th  of  November,  1841,  near 
Magnolia,  La  Salle,  County,  111.,  and  is  a  son  of 
George  and  Harriet  B.  (Phillips)  Scott,  the  former 
a  native  of  Virginia,  and  the  latter  of  Kentucky. 
They  became  the  parents  of  five  children:  Nanc}' 
J.,  wife  of  Lewis  Luddington,  who  is  one  of  the 
grain  inspectors  in  Chicago;  Thomas,  of  tliis  sketch; 
Lewis,  who  died  in  infanc}-;  Henry,  a  dealer  in 
farm  implements  of  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  and  George 
Z.,  an  attorney  at  law,  located  in  Decatur,  111.  The 
father  of  this  family,  attr.acted  by  the  discovery  of 
gold  on  the  Pacific  slope,  njade  an  overland  trip  to 
California  in  1850,  reaching  his  destination  after 
about  six  months  of  travel.  He  made  the  return 
journey    by   water.     In    1870,  he    came    to    Ford 


County,  111.,  and  located  in  Wall  Township,  where 
he  jiurchased  land.  After  two  j'ears  spent  in  farm- 
ing in  that  locality,  he  removed  to  Dix  Township, 
and  ]uircliased  a  one  hundred  and  twenty  .acre  farm 
on  section  31,  where  he  resided  until  called  to  the 
home  beyond.  He  died  Februarj-  7,  1885,  and  his 
remains  were  interred  in  Gibson  Cemetery.  In  his 
political  atliliations,  lie  was  a  Republican.  His 
widow  still  lives,  making  her  home  in  (iibson  City. 

Mr.  Scott  of  this  record  attended  the  district 
schools  in  his  earlier  years  and  completed  his  edu- 
cation in  the  Northern  Illinois  Institute,  after 
which  he  located  in  Henry,  111.  He  started  out  in 
life  for  himself  when  nineteen  years  of  age,  and 
h.as  made  farming  his  principal  occupation.  On 
attaining  his  majority,  he  responded  to  the  coun- 
try's call  for  volunteers  to  crush  out  the  Rebellion, 
and,  in  1862,  enlisted  in  Company  B,  Eighty-sixth 
Illinois  Infantry.  He  was  mustered  into  service 
at  Peoria,  August  27,  and  the  first  important  en- 
gagement in  which  he  participated  was  at  Perr}'- 
ville,  Ky.  He  went  with  Sherman  on  the  cele- 
brated march  from  Atlanta  to  the  sea.  In  a 
skirmish  at  Kenesaw  Mountain,  he  w.as  wounded 
in  the  left  arm  by  a  minie  ball  and  was  taken  to 
the  field  hospital  in  Nashville.  Soon  afterward,  he 
w.as  granted  a  furlough  and  returned  home.  Sub- 
sequently, he  was  transferred  to  Com})any  K,  One 
Hundred  and  Fifty-fifth  Illinois  Infantry,  and  was 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  First  Lieutenant.  He 
jiarticipated  in  man}' other  engagements,  and  when 
the  war  was  over  was  honorably  discharged,  in  De- 
cember, 1865. 

Mr.  Scott  then  returned  to  his  home,  and,  with 
his  parents,  came  to  Ford  County.  He  is  still  liv- 
ing on  the  old  homestead.  As  a  companion  and 
helpmate  on  life's  journe3',  he  chose  JMiss  Laura 
McCann,  a  daughter  of  William  W.  and  Sarah  H. 
(Bell)  McCann.  Their  union  was  celebrated  De- 
cember 2,  1874,  and  unto  them  have  been  born  seven 
children,  as  follows:  Jennie,  Harry,  Mabel,  Hattie, 
Laura,  Lona  and  Florence.  With  the  exception  of 
Laura,  who  died  February  2,  1891,  all  are  3et 
living. 

Mr.  Scott  supports  that  part}'  which  stood  by 
the  Union  during  the  late  war,  and  is  a  stalwart 
Republican.     He  was  a  faithful  soldier,  ever  found 
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at  his  post  of  chit}', and  b.y  his  rneiitorious  coiuluot 
won  promotion.  lie  is  also  a  valued  citizen  of 
the  community  in  which  he  makes  his  home,  and  is 
a  successful  farmer. 


OBERT   ISr.    KARR    resides    on  section   34, 
all    Township,    where    he    follows  general 


farming.  lie  was  born  in  Coshocton 
County,  Ohio,  October  13,  1834,  and  is  a 
son  of  Robert  Karr,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  who 
removed  to  Ohio  in  an  early  day.  He  also  fol- 
lowed farming  as  a  means  of  livelihood.  He 
wedded  Mary  J.  Endsley,  who  was  of  English  des- 
cent and  unto  them  were  born  a  family  of  seven 
children:  John,  a  retired  farmer,  residing  in  Paxton ; 
Isaliella,  wife  of  John  McKinslej-,  who  follows 
farming  near  Otter  Lake,  Mich.;  Nancy,  wife  of 
James  McKinsley,  a  resident  farmer  of  Summit 
County,  Ohio;  Andrew,  who  is  living  near  the 
old  homestead  in  Ohio;  Mary  Jane,  deceased,  and 
Matilda,  wife  of  Alonzo  Bradley,  who  also  en- 
gages in  agricultural  pursuits  near  Otter  Creek, 
Mich.  The  mother  of  this  family-  died  in  1841, 
and  in  1844,  Mr.  Karr  married  Martha  Young,  by 
whom  he  had  three  children:  Elizabeth  A.,  wife  of 
Isaac  Rush,  a  farmer  residing  in  Summit  County, 
Ohio;  Martlia  E.,  wife  of  John  Doughtery,  a 
farmer  residing  in  Ohio,  and  James  A.,  deceased. 
Robert  Karr  attended  the  district  schools  until 
about  fifteen  years  of  age,  when  his  school  life 
was  ended  and  he  gave  his  attention  to  farm  work. 
He  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  twenty- 
four  years  of  age.  As  a  companion  and  helitmate 
on  life's  journey'  he  chose  Miss  Martha  Ann,  daugh- 
ter of  Andrew  and  Jane  (McAnnlty)  McLaughlin. 
Her  father  was  a  native  of  Belfast,  Ireland,  and 
was  a  weaver  by  trade.  He  came  to  America 
about  1820,  the  voyage  across  the  Atlantic  con- 
suming a  month,  and  in  New  York  he  followed 
weaving.  Afterward,  he  went  to  Pittsburg  and 
later  to  Holmes  County,  Ohio,  where,  in  1824,  he 
entered  land  from  the  Government  and  turned 
his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits.  In  the  Mc- 
Laughlin family  were  seven  sons  and  seven  daugh- 


ters, of  whom  four  sons  and  two  daughters  are 
yet  living:  John,  who  wore  the  blue  during  the 
late  war  and  has  since  followed  fanning  in  Iowa; 
Mrs.  Karr,  wife  of  our  subject;  Maiy,  wife  of  Col. 
Anderson,  a  farmer  residing  in  Green  City,  Mo.; 
Robert,  who  for  four  years  was  a  union  soldier 
during  the  late  war,  resides  with  his  wife  and  four 
children  in  Iowa;  Hugh,  who  is  also  a  veteran  of 
the  late  war,  and  was  an  inmate  of  Libb}-  Prison, 
married  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Yates,  a  brother  of 
the  War  Governor,  and  resides  in  Springfield,  and 
George,  the  j'oungest,  is  living  with  his  mother 
in  Missouri.  Mrs.  McLaughlin  survives  at  the 
age  of  eight3'-eight  years  and  is  still  hale  and 
hearty.  Mrs.  Karr  is  a  lady  of  pleasing  address 
and  has  been  a  valued  helpmate  to  her  husband. 
She  has  in  her  home  an  old  English  volume  on  re- 
ligion, which  was  published  in  1767,  and  is  a 
century  and  a  quarter  old.  This  is  a  cherished 
heirloom  and  probaI)ly  in  Ford  County  there  is 
not  another  volume  bearing  so  ancient  a  date. 

Soon  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Karr  purchased  one 
hundred  acres  of  land  in  Ohio,  and  there  engaged 
in  farming  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  war 
when,  in  the  spring  of  1863,  he  responded  to  the 
country's  call  for  troops,  enlisting  in  Companj- 
H,  One  Hundred  and  Forty-third  Oliio  Infantr}'. 
He  was  mustered  into  service  at  Camp  Chase  and 
given  the  rank  of  Corporal  ere  the  close  of  the  war. 
With  his  command  he  engaged  in  active  duty  un- 
til his  services  were  no  longer  needed,  when  he 
was  discharged  Septemljer  13,  1864,  and  returned 
to  his  home  in  Ohio,  where  lie  resided  until  1869. 
That  year  witnessed  his  arrival  in  Ford  County, 
111.  For  three  years  he  rented  land  near  Pax- 
ton  and  then  purchased  eighty  acres  in  Wall  Town- 
ship, upon  which  he  made  his  home  for  four  years. 
He  afterwards  purchased  the  farm  on  which  he 
now  resides,  then  comprising  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  on  section  34.  He  has  succeeded  in 
his  undertakings  and  with  the  increase  of  his  finan- 
cial resources  has  made  other  purchases,  his  landed 
possessions  now  aggregating  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres,  one  hundred  and  sixty  on  section  34 
and  one  hundred  and  sixty  on  section  35. 

Seven  children  grace  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Karr:  William,   who  now  lives  with  his  wife  and 
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one  child  upon  a  farm  in  Wall  Township;  Thomas; 
Mary  E.,  who  is  l)lin(l  and  graduated  from  the 
Jacksonville  Institute  for  the  Blind  in  1887;  Ed- 
ward and  Frank,  twins;  Samuel  L.,  and  Nettie 
Belle,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Karr  are  members  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Paxton;  he  also  holds  mem- 
bership with  Post  No.  387,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Pax- 
ton,  and  in  his  political  afHliations  is  a  Repub- 
lican, lie  has  held  the  office  of  Road  Commis- 
sioner for  nine  years  and  his  long  continued  ser- 
vice is  proof  of  the  fact  that  his  duties  were  ever 
faithfully  discharged.  Those  who  have  met  Mr. 
Karr  esteem  him  highly  and  we  know  him  wortliy 
of  their  regard. 


NSP^LM  T.  BLAKE,  who  resides  on  section 
28,  Dix  Townsliip,  where  he  is  engaged  in 
farming,  is  numbered  among  the  earl^^  set- 
tlers of  the  count}',  his  residence  here  cov- 
ering a  period  of  twenty-three  years.  With  the 
history  of  the  community  he  has  been  prominently 
identified,  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  its  leading 
and  influential  citizens. 

On  the  28th  of  March,  1824,  INIr.  Blake  was  born 
in  Cable  County,  Va.  His  father,  David  Blake, 
was  a  native  of  Ohio.  He  was  born  in  the  old 
block  house  at  Marietta,  Washington  County,  dur- 
ing the  Indian  war,  and  was  of  English  descent. 
Ftu-  many  years  he  was  a  hop-grower  in  the  Buck- 
eye State.  In  1850,  he  came  with  his  wife  to  Illi- 
nois, locating  in  Wayne  Count}',  where  they  spent 
the  remainder  of  their  lives.  The  father  died  in 
1861,  and  Mrs.  Blake,  who  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Mary  Slone,  passed  away  in  1868.  They  were 
the  parents  of  seven  children,  as  follows:  John  S., 
Anselm  T.,  Elizabeth,  Benjamin,  Sarah,  Augusta 
and  William. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  began  his  education 
in  a  little  log  schoolhouse  with  slab  seats  and  punch- 
eon floor,  to  which  he  had  to  walk  a  mile  and  a 
half.  He  attended  school  at  intervals  until  eigh- 
teen years  of  age  and  remained  with  his  parents 


until  twentj'-two  years  of  age.  He  then  engaged 
in  building  and  running  flat-boats  down  the  Ohio 
River,  from  Sample's  Landing  to  Cincinnati.  After 
four  or  five  \-ears  spent  in  that  way,  he  emigrated 
to  Illinois,  in  1848,  locating  in  Wayne  County, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming.  In  1855,  he  re- 
moved to  Logan  Count}',  settling  near  Lincoln, 
where  he  continued  to  reside  until  1859. 

In  the  meantime,  Mr.  Blake  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Cynthia,  a  daughter  of  Isaac  and 
Elizabeth  Staats.  Their  union  was  celebrated  in 
1848,  and  unto  them  have  been  born  a  family  of 
six  children,  as  follows:  Harriet,  Amanda.  Viola, 
Atlanta,  Lucy  and  Arizona. 

In  1859,  on  leaving  Logan  County.  Mr.  Blake 
came  to  Ford  County,  settling  in  Dix  Township. 
He  purchased  his  present  farm  on  section  28,  and 
since  that  time  has  here  made  his  home.  He  has 
led  a  busy  and  useful  life,  yet  has  found  time  to 
devote  to  public  interests.  He  has  held  the  office 
of  Constable,  served  as  Road  Commissioner,  for 
nine  years  was  School  Director,  and  in  an  early 
day  kept  a  post-ottice  in  his  home  for  twelve  years. 
In  politics,  he  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  in  his 
social  relations  is  an  Odd  Fellow,  having  been  con- 
nected with  that  fraternity  since  1856.  He  is  a 
public-spirited  and  progressive  citizen,  who  has  the 
best  interests  of  the  community  at  heart.  His  pub- 
lie  duties  have  ever  been  faithfully  performed  and 
he  has  therefore  won  the  confidence  of  all,  while 
his  upright  life  has  gained  him  the  respect  of  a 
large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances. 
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^^^ERD  GERDES  now  owns  and  operates  forty 
acres  of  good  land  on  section  27,  Dix  Town- 
ip.  He  is  a  native  of  Germany,  and  one 
of  eight  children  born  unto  Gerd  and  Gertrude 
(Wilkins)  Gerdes.  The  father  was  a  farmer  and 
followed  that  occupation  throughout  his  entire 
life.  Neither  of  the  parents  ever  left  their  native 
land  and  both  are  now  deceased. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  the  days  of  his 
boyhood  and  youth  upon  his  father's  farm  in  Ger- 
many, and  acquired  a  good  education  in  the  public 
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schools  of  his  native  land.  In  1840,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Gasscha  Franzan,  and  unto 
them  were  born  five  children,  tliree  sons  and  two 
daughters,  namely:  Alibie  F., Mary,  Frank,  Charlie 
and  Annie. 

Mr.  Gerdcs  continued  to  make  his  home  in  Ger- 
many until  1872,  wlion,  in  company  with  his  fam- 
ily, he  emigrated  to  America.  He  crossed  tiie 
Atlantic  to  New  York  City,  and  came  on  at  once 
to  Illinois, making  a  settlement  in  McLean  County, 
where  lie  spent  the  two  succeeding  years  of  his 
life.  He  then  came  to  Ford  County,  and  engaged 
in  the  operation  of  rented  land  for  seven  years. 
He  was  successful  in  his  business  undertakings  dur- 
ing that  period  and,  with  the  capital  thus  acquired, 
purchased  forty  acres  of  land  on  section  27,  Dix 
Township,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  He 
has  lived  the  quiet,  unassuming  life  of  a  farmer, 
and  has  busied  himself  with  his  agricultural  inter- 
ests. He  has  never  taken  a  very  prominent  part 
in  public  affairs,  but  has  proved  himself  a  worthy 
and  valued  citizen  of  the  community.  In  his  po- 
litical affiliations,  he  is  a  Democrat. 

It  was  a  fortunate  day  for  Mr.  Gerdes  when  he 
decided  to  emigrate  to  America,  for  here  he  has 
found  a  pleasant  home  and  h.as  met  with  success  in 
his  business  career. 


RA  W.  HAND,  one  of  the  prominent  farmers 
of  Pella  Township,  residing  on  section  16,  was 
/li  born  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  near  the  city  of 
I'tica,  on  the  1st  of  April,  1831.  The  father,  Seth 
Hand,  was  born  in  Vermont,  May  20,  1807,  and 
during  his  lioyhood  removed  to  New  York,  settling 
at  York  Mills,  Oneida  Count}'.  He  engaged  in 
milling  U7itil  his  death,  which  occurred  December 
19,  184.0.  He  was  married,  in  the  Empire  State,  to 
Irene  Runnj'an,  a  native  of  New  York,  who  was 
born  December  9,  1810,  and  died  in  Herkimer 
County,  in  August,  1891.  F'our  children  yet  sur- 
vive: Thaddeus,  who  is  living  in  Utica,  N.  Y.;  Ira, 
of  this  sketch;  Charles,  a  traveling  salesman,  who 
resides  in  New  York  City;  and  "William  Harrison, 
of  Little  Falls,  Herkimer  CountJ^ 


Our  subject  had  limited  educational  advantages. 
He  attended  the  night  schools,  for  when  his  father 
died  he  had  to  begin  to  earn  his  own  livelihtiod. 
He  was  married,  on  the  23d  of  August,  1853,  to 
Miss  Harriet  Seeber,  a  native  of  Montgomery 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  a  daughter  of  David  and  Lana 
(Yordeii)  Seeber,  who  were  of  German  descent. 
Both  grandparents  of  David  Seeber  served  in  the 
Revolutionaiy  War.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Hand 
died  in  Sandwich,  De  Kalb  County,  111.  She  was 
reared  in  Boonesville,  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
in  185G  accompanied  her  husband  on  his  emigra- 
tion to  DeKalb  County.  Mr.  Hand  there  engaged 
in  farming,  having  purchased  his  land  witii  money 
that  he  had  saved  from  his  earnings  wiiile  working 
in  a  factory.  In  1859,  he  came  to  La  Salle  County 
and  two  years  later  removed  to  Livingston  County, 
where  he  purchased  a  farm. 

On  the  12th  of  August,  1862,  Mr.  Hand  enlisted 
for  the  late  war  as  a  member  of  the  One  Hundred 
and  Tvventy-ninth  Illinois  Infantry,  under  Col.  G. 
P.  .Smith.  The  regiment  was  sent  to  Louisville, 
Ky.,  and  assigned  to  the  Tenth  Division,  R.  S. 
Granger  being  commander  of  the  Brigade.  They 
went  in  pursuit  of  Bragg  to  Crab  Orchard,  then 
retreated  to  Danville,  and  were  sent  to  garrison 
Mitchellville,  Ky..  November  21,  1862.  They  were 
afterward  on  guard  duty  at  Ft.  Thomas,  and  (Tal- 
latiu,  and  in  August,  1863,  marched  to  Nashville, 
where  they  did  guard  duty  until  February  24,  1864. 
Previous  to  this,  the  regiment  had  been  .'issigned 
to  the  First  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Twentieth 
Army  Corps,  under  Gen.  Joseph  Hooker.  On  the 
3d  of  May,  they  started  for  Atlanta  witli  Gen. 
Sherman  and  participated  in  the  battles  of  Resaca, 
Buzzards'  Roost,  Dallas  and  Peach  Tree  Creek.  Mr. 
Hand  was  wounded  at  Kenesaw  IMountain  in  the 
left  leg.  The  ball  passed  through  the  leg  and 
lodged  in  his  pocket-book  and  this  piece  of  lead  he 
jet  has  in  his  possession.  The  wound  proved  (piite 
serious  and  he  was  confined  in  the  hospital  until 
the  24tli  of  June,  when  he  was  sent  back  to  Chat- 
tanooga, and  afterward  to  the  C'umlierland  Hospital 
in  Nashville.  By  the  neglect  of  the  surgeon,  gan- 
grene set  in  and  his  sufferings  were  intense.  His 
father-in-law  came  for  him  and  lie  returned  home, 
just  two  years  from  the  day  of  his  enlistment.     He 
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received  liis  discharge  Janu.irv  28,  1865.  He  might 
Lave  had  a  position  as  Captain  of  a  colored  regi- 
ment but  determined  to  remain  witli  the  regiment 
in  -nluch  he  had  enlisted.  They  marched  to  the 
front  with  nine  hundred  and  twenty-seven  and 
returned  witli  less  than  two  hundred. 

Mr.  Hand  began  farming  with  crutches  under  his 
arms,  having  not  yet  recovered  from  his  wound. 
He  resided  in  Livingston  County  until  1872,  when 
he  came  to  Ford  Count}'  and  purchased  eight\' 
acres  of  land  which  has  since  been  his  home.  He 
now  has  a  good  rcsicience  surrounded  witli  shade 
and  ornamental  trees,  barns  and  outbuildings  liave 
been  erected  for  the  care  of  his  grain  and  stock, 
and  every  imjimvemcnt  upon  the  place  is  the 
work  of  his  own  hands. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hand  have  a  family  of  seven  chil- 
dren: Cora,  who  was  born  in  New  York,  was  mar- 
ried, November  28,  1877,  to  Jacob  L.  Miller,  a  far- 
mer of  Peila  Township;  David  S.,  who  was  born  in 
La  Salle  County,  was  married,  February  15,  1882 
to  Minnie  McLean,  and  resides  in  Seward  County, 
Neb.;  Warren,  born  iri  La  Salle  County,  was  mar- 
ried, on  Christmas  Day  of  1888,  to  Cora  A.  Serine, 
in  Randalia,  Iowa,  and  resides  in  Fayette  County, 
that  State;  AVi II iam,  born  in  DeKalb  County,  led 
to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Edith  Geary,  on  the 
28tli  of  February,  1890,  and  is  living  in  Seward, 
Neb.;  Curtis  J.,  who  was  born  in  Livingston 
County,  and  follows  farming  in  Mona  Township, 
married  Virginia  Thompson,  who  died  Februar^^ 
24,  1892;  Alma  I.,  who  was  born  in  Livingston 
Count}',  is  keeping  house  for  Curtis;  Lewis  S.,  who 
was  born  in  Ford  Count}',  is  still  on  the  home  farm 
with  his  parents;  Seth,  the  eldest  child,  who  was 
born  in  DeKalb  Count}',  died  in  Livingston 
County,  April  7,  1866,  at  tlie  age  of  nine  }'ears. 

The  children  have  all  been  given  good  educa- 
tional advantages  and  thereby  fitted  for  the  practical 
duties  of  life.  Father  and  sons  are  all  supporters 
of  the  Republican  party.  Mr.  Hand  and  his  wife 
have  been  members  of  the  Methodist  Church  for 
many  years  and  he  is  a  charter  member  of  the 
Grand  Army  Post  of  Piper  City,  of  which  he  served 
as  Chaplain  for  some  years,  was  Adjutant  and  is 
now  Past  Commander.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity.     He    has  served    as    Clerk  of 


Pella  Township  for  about  fourteen  years,  was  Com- 
missioner of  Highways  and  Drainage  Commis- 
sioner, has  been  Treasurer  of  the  Fair  Association 
for  seven  jears,  and  is  serving  his  second  term  as 
a  director  C)f  the  Brenton  and  Pella  Fire  Insurance 
Company.  No  man  has  done  more  for  the  drain- 
age interests  of  the  county  than  our  subject  and 
no  other  enterprise  has  aided  so  greatly  in  im- 
proving and  developing  the  county.  Mr.  Hand 
has  frequently  served  as  delegate  to  the  county 
and  State  conventions  of  his  pai'ty,  and  in  1887 
was  policeman  in  the  Capitol  during  the  Thirty- 
fifth  General  Assembly.  The  community  find  in 
liim  a  valued  citizen  and  a  public-spirited  and 
progressive  man,  who  has  ever  borne  his  share  in 
the  upbuilding  of  town  and  county.  He  is  highly 
esteemed  by  all  who  know  him  as  a  man  of  sterling 
worth,  and  well  deserves  representation  in  this 
volume. 


'ifOHN  GOODMAN,  who  is  living  a  retired 
life  in  Kempton, claims  England  as  the  land 
of  his  nativity.  He  was  born  in  Hunting- 
tonshire,  on  the  6th  of  July,  1818,  and  is  a 
son  of  William  and  Mary  (Russell)  Goodman,  who 
were  also  natives  of  England.  Both  parents  are 
now  deceased.  The  mother  died  in  1825,  and  the 
father  survived  her  only  about  three  years,  pass- 
ing away  in  1828.  In  their  family  were  four  chil- 
dren, the  eldest  of  whom  is  our  subject;  Sarah  is 
now  deceased;  William  died  in  infancy;  Mary  is 
the  wife  of  William  Hall  and  resides  in  Nebraska. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  and  reared 
upon  a  farm,  and  the  educational  advantages 
which  he  received  were  those  afforded  by  the  com- 
mon schools.  Left  an  orjJian  at  an  early  age.  he 
started  out  in  life  for  himself  when  a  lad  of  ten 
summers,  and  did  general  work  or  anything  he 
could  find  to  do  in  order  to  provide  for  his  own 
maintenance.  At  length,  he  determined  to  try 
his  fortune  in  America  and  sailed  for  New 
York,  where  he  arrived  after  a  voyage  of  one 
month.  He  made  his  first  settlement  in  Erie 
County,  Ohio,  where  he   worked  as   a  farm  hand 
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by  the  month  until  1856.  In  that  year  he 
c-ame  to  Ford  County,  111.,  and  located  in  Brenton 
Township,  where  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
raih-oad  land  at  18  per  acre.  Piper  City  at  that 
time  liad  not  been  founded  and  the  nearest  trading 
point  was  Onarga,  twelve  miles  away. 

Mr.  Goodman  was  united  in  marriage,  March 
17,  1852,  to  Miss  Sarah  Bellamy,  daughter  of  Sam- 
uel and  Susan  Bellamj'.  Four  children  graced 
their  union,  as  follows:  Susie,  wife  of  .Joseph  Mc- 
Kinney,  who  died  in  .January,  1885;  William,  a 
hardware  merchant  residing  in  Kempton;  Samuel, 
a  dealer  in  hardware  in  Caber3',  III.;  and  Sophia, 
wife  of  .John  Merron,  who  resides  in  Kempton. 

After  purcliasing  his  farm  in  Brenton  Town- 
ship, Mr.  Goodman  turned  his  attention  to  its  care 
and  cultivation,  and  made  it  one  of  tlie  desirable 
places  of  tlie  comnuinity.  He  there  continued  to 
reside  until  1882,  when  he  removed  to  Piper  City. 
The  succeeding  eiglit  years  of  his  life  were  there 
passed,  and  in  181)0  he  came  to  Kempton,  wliere  he 
has  since  lived  retired.  In  politics,  he  is  a  sup- 
porter of  Repulilican  princi|)les,  and,  in  religious 
belief,  is  a  Methodist.  His  name  has  been  an  index 
to  his  character,  and  his  honorable,  upright  life  has 
won  him  the  high  regard  of  all  witli  whom  ho  has 
been  brought  in  contact.  He  is  numbered  among 
the  early  settlers  of  the  community,  his  residence 
in  the  county  covering  a  period  of  thirty-six 
years.  He  has,  therefore,  watched  the  greater 
part  of  its  growth  and  development,  and  he  has 
aided  in  its  advancement  .ind  upbuilding,  doing 
all  in  his  power  to  promote  its  best  interests. 
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^^  LIVER  A.  SHIRLEY,   an  honored   veteran 

(((  ill  "-''■'  ''''*^  ^^^^  ^''^'  ""*-'  ^"  influential  and  promi- 
%Jl^  nent  farmer  of  Drummer  Township,  resid- 
ing on  section  36,  claims  Kentucky  as  the  State 
of  his  nativity.  His  birth  occurred  in  Scott  County, 
March  28,  1843,  and  he  is  the  son  of  AVilliam  R. 
and  Elizabeth  (Alsop)  Shirley,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Virginia.  In  that  State  they 
were  married  and  there  resided  until  1846,  when 
they  removed  to  Logan  County,  111.     The  father 


there  departed  this  life  on  the  4th  of  August, 
18G2.  He  was  a  stalwart  Re|)ublican  in  politics 
and  was  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church.  By 
occupation,  he  was  a  farmer  and  followed  that  busi- 
ness throughout  his  entire  life.  His  widow  still 
survives  him.  She  continued  to  reside  on  the  old 
home  in  Logan  County  until  1891,  when  she  went 
to  Nebr.aska  and  now  resides  with  her  daughter. 
Their  children  areas  follows:  James,  who  operates 
the  old  homestead;  Martha,  Wesley,  Henrj',  Oliver; 
Emily  and  Sarah,  both  deceased;  George,  Charles, 
Sarah  and  Margaret. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  our 
subject,  who  acquired  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  his  native  county  and  spent  his 
time  in  the  usual  manner  of  farming  people  until 
1861,  when,  on  the  12th  of  August,  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years,  he  enlisted  in  Company  B,  Second 
Illinois  Cavalry,  for  three  years'  service,  but  was 
not  discharged  until  .January,  1866,  having  there- 
fore worn  the  blue  for  four  and  a  half  years.  He 
now  receives  a  pension  of  ¥12  per  month.  He  pai- 
ticiiiated  in  the  battles  of  Ft.  Donelson,  Shiloh.  and 
many  others  of  importance.  He  was  ever  faithful 
to  his  duty  and  need  never  be  ashamed  of  his 
army  record. 

On  his  return  from  the  war,  i\Ir.  Shirley  .again 
gave  his  attention  to  f.arming,  and  on  the  15th  of 
April,  1869,  was  nmrried  in  Logan  County,  III., 
the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Mary  F.  Sumner,  who 
was  born  in  Darke  County,  Ohio,  on  the  20th  of 
October,  1843.  Her  parents,  Orin  and  Elizabeth 
(Carnahan)  Sumner,  were  natives  of  \'ermunt,  and 
were  of  English  and  German  extraction,  respect- 
ively. Three  children  grace  the  union  of  our  sub- 
ject and  his  wife,  and  the  fainilj'  circle  yet  re- 
mains unbroken.  They  are  as  follows:  Harry, 
Elizabeth  and  Ollie. 

Mr.  Shirlej-  continued  to  reside  in  Logan 
County  until  1869,  when  he  removed  .with  his 
family  to  Ford  County  and  settled  upon  the  farm 
which  is  now  his  home.  It  then  comprised  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres,  but  he  has  since 
doubled  it  in  extent.  When  he  came  to  the  county, 
his  means  were  limited,  but  by  his  persistent  efforts, 
industry  and  enterprise,  he  h.as  steadily  worked  his 
w.ay  upward  and  secured  a  handsome  competence. 
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being  ranked  among  the  substantial  farmers  of  the 
community.  In  connection  with  general  farming 
he  has  considerable  stock.  Socially,  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  (irand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and,  in 
politics,  is  a  supporter  of  Republican  principles. 
He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Christian 
Church  and  throughout  the  community  .arc  held 
'in  high  regard. 


HOMAS  J.  LYNCH,  a  manufacturer  and 
dealer  in  harness,  etc.,  is  one  of  the  enier- 
^^^  prising  young  business  men  and  inlluential 
citizens  of  Melvin.  His  parents,  Timothy  and 
Margaret  (Long)  Lynch,  were  natives  of  the  Em- 
erald Isle.  The  father  was  born  in  County  Kerry 
and  the  mother  in  the  city  of  Limerick.  He  came 
to  the  United  States  about  1854,  and  his  wife 
soon  followed.  They  were  married  in  New  Jersey, 
and  later  removed  to  Yates  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Mr. 
Lj'nch  died  in  1860,  at  the  age  of  forty-seven 
years.  By  trade,  he  was  a  blacksmith.  His  widow 
subsequently  married  again.  She  was  the  mother 
of  nine  children,  four  of  whom  are  still  living,  one 
born  of  the  first  marriage  and  three  of  the  second. 
In  1889,  she  too  passed  from  among  the  living. 

Our  subject,  the  eldest  surviving  child  of  the 
family,  was  born  September  19,  18.57,  iuPenn  Yan, 
Y''ates  County,  N.  Y.  Having  acquired  a  common- 
school  education,  he  began  to  learn  the  harness- 
maker's  trade,  serving  a  three-^-ears'  apprentice- 
ship in  Penn  Yan.  After  completing  his  trade,  he 
worked  two  years  as  a  journeyman,  and  for  the 
next  year  and  a  half,  he  acted  the  role  of  clog- 
dancer,  negro  and  Irish  comedian  for  the  Dan  Bur- 
ley  New  York  Serenaders.  During  the  following 
four  years,  he  was  on  the  stage  or  worked  at  his 
trade,  by  turns.  In  1880,  he  went  to  Hillsdale, 
Mich.,  wliere  he  worked  at  his  trade  until  the  fall 
of  1882,  then  went  to  New  Oi'leans,  and,  after 
clerking  in  a  store  for  a  time,  joined  the  Donald- 
son London  Ghost  Show  and  Specialty  Company 
and  went  with  it  to  Mississippi  in  the  spring  of 
1883.    At  Canton,  Miss.,  he  parted  with  that  com- 


pany and  in  July  of  that  year  came  to  Paxton, 
111.  Soon  afterward,  he  located  in  Roberts,  where 
he  was  engaged  at  his  trade. 

On  the  22d  of  September,  1886,  Mr.  Lynch 
wedded  Miss  Inez  W.  Thompson,  daughter  of  Po- 
lice Sergeant  F.  G.  Thompson,  of  Chicago.  The 
following  year  he  came  to  Melvin,  and  purchased  a 
half  interest  in  the  harness  establishment  of  E.  G. 
Collins,  but  in  the  autumn  of  the  same  year  he  sold 
out  his  share.  Removing  to  Chicago,  he  was  em- 
ployed at  his  trade  for  two  years  and  a  half,  with 
C.  H.  Lanyon,  of  Englewood.  In  1889,  he  again 
came  to  Melvin,  and,  after  working  in  the  harness 
shop  of  0.  Thompson  &  Son  for  a  time,  he  pur- 
chased their  interests  in  June,  1891,  and  has 
since  done  a  prosperous  business. 

In  his  political  affiliations,  Mr.  Lynch  is  a  Re- 
publican, and,  socially,  is  Past  Chancellor  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  lodge  in  Melvin.  His  wife 
holds  membership  with  the  Methodist  Church.  Mr. 
Lynch  is  courteous  and  pleasant  in  all  his  busi- 
ness relations,  thereby  winning  a  lil)eral  patron.age 
and  the  good-will  of  all.  He  is  an  enterprising 
business  man  and  well  merits  success. 


/  ♦^s^-ss* 


EORGE  P:sSINGTON,  who  resides  on  sec- 
tion 1,  Mona  Township,  is  a  native  of  Lin- 
^^^^  colnshire,  England.  He  was  boi'n  Septem- 
ber 2.5,  1840,  and  is  a  son  of  George  and  Sarah 
(Scott)  Essington.  In  their  family  were  eight 
children:  Mary,  wife  of  John  Clayton,  deceased, 
resides  in  Kendall  County,  111.;  George  is  the  sec- 
ond in  order  of  birth;  Hugh  died  in  1876;  Henry 
is  a  resident  farmer  of  Rogers  Township;  Eliza, 
who  died  in  1885,  was  the  wife  of  William  Bryant, 
a  farmer  of  Kendall  County;  John  is  engaged  in 
farming  in  Mona  Township;  Edward  follows 
agricultural  pursuits  in  Kendall  County;  Caroline 
is  the  wife  of  Lewis  Pierson,  a  resident  farmer  of 
Kendall  County.  The  father  of  this  family  was  a 
blacksmith  by  trade.  He  came  to  America-  on  a 
sailing-vessel  in  1856,  and  was  thirty  daj'S  on  the 
water.     He  located  in  Du  Page,  111.,  where  he  com- 
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menced  work  at  his  trade,  and  after  a  few  months 
there  removed  to  Plainfield,  "Will  County,  111.  Es- 
tablishing a  smithy,  he  there  engaged  in  business 
for  three  years,  after  which  lie  purchased  a  farm, 
where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days.  He 
died  January  20,  1887,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the 
Plainfield  Cemetery.  In  politics,  he  was  a  Demo- 
crat.    His  wife  departed  tiiis  life  in  1854. 

With  his  parents  our  subject  came  to  America 
and  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools. 
At  the  age  of  twenty,  he  began  life  for  himself. 
Renting  land,  he  lived  in  Kendall  County  until 
1871,  when  he  came  to  Ford  Count)'  and  settled  in 
Mona  Township,  purchasing  eighty  acres  of  land 
on  section   1,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home. 

March  20,  1866,  Mr.  Essington  was  joined  in 
wedlock  with  Miss  Amelia  Bryant,  daughter  of 
James  Bryant.  By  their  union  were  born  four  chil- 
dren: William,  Sarah;  Herbert  and  Laura,  twins. 
Laura  is  the  wife  of  A.  T.  Crane,  a  farmer  residing 
in  Mona  Township.  Mrs.  Essington  died  Decem- 
ber 1,  1874  and  our  subject  was  again  married,  in 
1876,  this  time  to  Miss  Bertlia  Thorson.  Unto 
them  have  been  born  four  children:  Cora,  Ida, 
Hugh  and  Vernon. 

ISIr.  Essington  attiliates  with  the  Republican 
party  and  for  five  years  has  held  the  otHce  of 
Highway  Coinmissionei'.  He  is  a  believer  in  the 
doctrines  of  the  New  Jerusalem  Church,  and  is 
one  of  the  highly  respected  citizens  of  the  com- 
munity, as  well  as  a  representative  and  enterpris- 
ing farmer.  He  has  made  his  own  waj'  in  the 
world  and  whatever  success  he  has  achieved  is  the 
result  of  his  own  efforts. 


S^+^ 


[^"^ 


^^/BNER  McLaughlin,  a  retired  farmer 
(@//j||  residing  in  Piper  City,  was  born  in  West 
Beaver,  Columbiana  County,  Ohio,  Feb- 
ruaiy  17,  1828,  and  is  of  Scotch  descent. 
His  grandfather,  John  McLaughlin,  a  native  of 
Scotland,  came  to  America  before  tlie  Revolution- 
ary War,  and  served  in  Washington's  army  at  the 
battle  of  Valley  Forge.  He  was  wounded  in  the 
shoulder  at  White  Flams,  and  his  death  resulted 


from  his  army  experience.  He  was  an  extensive 
farmer,  owning  large  tracts  of  land,  of  which  he 
gave  to  each  of  his  children  one  hundred  acres. 

Joseph  McLaughlin,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Eastern  Pennsylvania,  Dtcember  4,  1801, 
and  when  quite  young  went  with  his  parents  to 
Columbiana  County,  Ohio,  the  family  settling  near 
Wellsville,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  on  a  farm. 
There  were  no  free  schools  in  the  locality  at  that 
time,  and  his  educational  privileges  were  quite 
limited.  He  married  Alicia  Morgan,  a  lady  of 
Welsh  descent,  whose  father  settled  in  Maryland 
under  Lord  Baltimore.  They  began  their  domes- 
tic life  upon  a  farm  in  Ohio,  where  Mr.  McLaugh- 
lin spent  the  remainder  of  his  days,  his  death 
occurring  in  1854.  His  wife  came  to  the  West  with 
her  sons  in  185.3,  and  died  near  Piper  City.  Their 
family  numbered  five  children,  as  follows:  Mrs. 
Grafton,  now  a  resident  of  Ohio;  Abuer,  of  this 
sketch;  James  H.  and  Roliert  M.,  who  died  in  Ohio 
when  young  men;  and  Mrs.  McKuight,  of  Warren 
County,  111. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  ins  Ijoyhood 
daj'S  upon  the  farm  in  Ohio  and  in  a  rtouring  mill, 
which  he  operated  after  his  father's  death.  In  tli§ 
winter  season  he  conned  his  lessons  in  a  log  school- 
house  until  sixteen  jears  of  age,  when  he  left  school. 
After  attaining  his  majority,  he  attended  a  higher 
scliool  for  five  months,  which  completed  his  edu- 
cation. The  year  1858  witnessed  liis  arrival  in 
Illinois.  He  located  in  Galesburg.  Knox  County, 
where  he  engaged  in  teaching  until  1861,  after 
which  he  came  to  Ford  County,  where  he  taught 
for  three  winters.  His  home  was  located  about  a 
mile  west  of  where  Pi()er  City  now  stands.  There 
was  no  house  between  this  place  and  (iilman,  for 
Ford  Count}'  was  then  in  its  infancy.  He  pur- 
chased one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  unimproved 
land  and  for  sixteen  years  successfully  engaged  in 
fanning,  after  whicii  he  came  to  Piper  City,  wheie 
for  tiie  past  seven  years  he  has  lived  a  retired  life. 

On  the  23d  of  April,  1865,  in  Ford  County,  Mr. 
McLaughlin  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mar- 
garet McKinne}',  a  sister  of  John  McKinney,  whose 
sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  They  have 
no  children  of  their  own,  but  have  reared  Jessie 
and  Jennie  McKinney,  twin  daughters  of  William 
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McKinney.  a  brother  of  Mrs.  McLaughlin.  The 
wife  c>f  our  subject  is  a  native  of  Ireland.  She 
was  born  near  Cookstown,  and  when  about  four 
years  old  was  brought  to  America.  She  attended 
school  in  Philadelphia  until  fourteen  years  old, 
wlien  she  came  to  Illinois.  ()ur  subject  and  his 
wife  have  lieen  meml)ers  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
since  its  organization,  and  liave  taken  an  active 
interest  in    its  upbuilding. 

Mr.  McLauglilin  cast  iiis  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Franklin  Pierce.  He  first  voted  in  Illinois  for 
Stephen  A.  Douglas  and  supported  Lincoln  for  his 
second  term,  but  lias  generally  alhliated  with  the 
Democratic  party  and  has  served  as  a  delegate  to 
a  number  of  its  conventions.  For  the  long  period 
of  eighteen  years  he  held  the  ottice  of  School  Treas- 
urer and  for  five  years  was  President  of  the  Vil- 
lage Loard,  faithfully  discharging  his  duties.  He 
has  ever  been  a  warm  friend  to  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation and  morality,  and  does  all  in  his  power  for 
the  promotion  of  those  interests  calculated  to  up- 
build and  benefit  the  community.  Himself  and 
wife  have  a  comfortable  home  in  Piper  City  and 
are  classed  among  its  best  people. 


h;. 
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^]OHN  EDMOND  HAGIN,  who  resides  on 
section  13,  Dix  Township,  is  a  worthy 
representative  of  one  of  the  pioneer  families 
of  Ford  County,  his  father,  J.  B*.  Hagin, 
having  located  here  in  a  very  early  day.  He  was 
born  in  New  Jersey  and  was  of  German  extrac- 
tion. On  attaining  to  man's  estate,  he  wedded 
Mary  Nickerson,  who  was  also  a  native  of  New 
Jersey  and  was  of  English  descent.  Mr.  Hagin 
came  West  with  his  family  in  1836,  locating  first 
in  Ohio,  where  he  spent  about  eighteen  months. 
The  trip  was  made  by  water  and  .stage.  A  year 
and  a  half  later,  he  removed  with  teams  to  Tippe- 
canoe County,  Ind.,  where  he  engaged  in  farming 
until  1845.  In  that  year,  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  Judge  Patton,  and  the  two  gentlemen  pur- 
chased a  part  of  land  of  four  hundred  acres  in 
what  was  then  Vermilion  County,  but  is  now  a 
part  of  Patton   Township,    Ford    County.     They 


each  built  a  log  cabin  upon  the  land  and  contin- 
ued to  operate  it  conjointly  for  five  j'ears, 
when  Mr.  Hagin  sold  his  interest  to  the  Judge  and 
purchased  two  hundred  acres  of  land  on  sections 
9  and  10,  where  Henderson  Station  now  stands. 
His  nearest  trading  post  was  La  Fayette,  Ind.  He 
was  a  pioneer  of  this  section  of  the  State,  and  him- 
self and  family  experienced  all  the  hardships  and 
privations  of  frontier  life.  In  politics,  he  was  a 
Democrat,  and  in  religious  belief  was  a  Methodist, 
as  was  also  his  wife.  His  death  occurred  on  his 
farm  on  section  9,  December  13,  18.t8,  and  was 
mourned  by  manj-  friends.  His  wife  was  called  to 
her  final  rest  September  14,  1879. 

Unto  this  worthy  couple  were  born  seven 
children,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the  eldest; 
Stephen  died  in  childhood;  Rosanna  became  the 
wife  of  Jesse  Todd,  a  farmer  residing  in  Dix 
Township,  and  died  in  1888;  Eliza  J.,  died  in 
infancy;  Laura  E.  is  the  wife  of  A.  D.  P.  Fer- 
guson, who  IS  living  in  Clay  County,  Kan.; 
Oliver  P.,  is  a  resident  farmer  of  Dix  Township; 
and  Albert  is  a  farmer  in  the  State  of  Washington. 

.1.  E.  Hagin,  whose  name  heads  this  sketch,  was 
born  in  Cape  INIay  Countj^  N.  J.,  June  7,  1836. 
and  was  onl^'  about  a  year  old  when  his  parents 
left  his  native  .State.  He  was  reared  to  manhood 
amid  the  wild  scenes  of  frontier  life,  and  his 
educational  advantages  were  necessarih^  limited,  as 
tlie  schools  in  a  new  country  are  not  of  pronounced 
excellence.  By  his  own  efforts,  however,  he  has 
made  himself  a  well-informed  man.  Soon  .after 
his  father's  death, he  started  out  in  life  for  himself, 
and  has  since  engaged  in  farming. 

Mr.  Hagin  was  married,  March  26,  1858,  to 
Miss  Barliara  E.  Crutcher,  and  unto  them  was  born 
one  child,  who  died  in  iufanc}'.  The  mother  died 
in  1863,  and  our  subject  was  again  married,  his 
second  union  being  with  Miss  Ellen  Myers, 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Theresa  Myers,  a  native  of 
Baden, Germany,  who,  when  about  eighteen  months 
old,  came  with  her  parents  to  America.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hagin  have  no  children  of  their  own.  but 
raised  an  orphan  who  came  to  them  when  three  years 
old.  She  took  the  name  of  Alvina  Hagin,  and,  on 
reaching  womanhood,  married  A.  P.  Smith,  a  farmer 
of  Drummer  Township.     Our  subject  removed  to 
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his  present  farm  in  1874,  which  was  his  first  pur- 
chase of  land.  He  became  owner  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  on  section  13,  and  has  since  engaged 
in  its  cultivation  and  development,  his  labors  hav- 
ing made  it  one  of  the  desirable  places  of  the  town- 
ship. He  has  given  some  attention  to  public  duties, 
having  served  his  township  as  Pathmaster,  School 
Director  and  Township  Trustee,  and  two  .years  as 
a  member  of  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors.  In 
politics,  he  is  independent,  voting  for  the  man 
whom  he  thinks  best  (pialifled  for  the  office,  re- 
gardless of  pnrty  attilinlions.  Socially,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Odd  Fellows'  fraternity.  Mr. 
Hagin  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  citizens 
of  the  community.  He  is  public-spirited  and  pro- 
gressive, and  takes  an  active  interest  in  all  that 
pertains  to  the  welfare  of  the  community  and  its 
upbuilding.  He  has  long  been  a  resident  of  Ford 
County,  and  has  been  an  eye-witness  of  its  entire 
growth. 


;,ILLIAM  .7.  WILSON,  President  of  the 
private  banking  house  of  Mattinson,  Wil- 

'^"'^  son  tt  Co.,  of  Gibson  City,  111.,  is  a  na- 
tive of  Clarke  County,  Ohio,  and  was  born  on  the 
21)th  <if  June,  1838.  His  parents,  Washington 
and  Jlary  A.  (Forman)  Wilson,  were  from  t)liio. 
His  father's  birth  occurred  on  the  18tli  of  Octo- 
ber, 1811,  near  F\airfield,  Greene  County,  and  the 
mother  was  born  in  Clarke  County.  They  were 
married  May  22,  183(),  and  lived  together  as  hus- 
band and  wife  for  nearly  half  a  century,  when 
called  to  their  final  rest.  AVashington  Wilson 
died  at  his  home  in  Springfield,  Ohio,  on  Sunday, 
April  26,  1885,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years 
and  seven  months.  His  wife  passed  away  on  the 
5th  of  May  following,  surviving  her  husband  only 
nine  days.  They  had  joined  the  Christian  Church 
together  in  1839,  and  remained  worthy  and  con- 
sistent members  of  that  society  to  the  close  of 
their  lives.  It  is  said  of  them  that  they  were  re- 
markably adapted  to  each  other  and  were  pos- 
sessed of  noble  traits  of  character. 

Michael  Wilson,  the  father  of  Washington  Wil- 
29 


son,  was  a  soldier  of  the  War  of  1812,  and  died 
soon  after  his  return  from  the  war  from  the  effects 
of  exposure  while  in  the  service.  His  widow  re- 
moved to  Harmony  Township,  and  later  made  her 
home  with  her  son  Washington  in  Springfield, 
where  she  died  in  1880,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-two  years. 

Washington  and  Mary  A.  Wilson  were  the  par- 
ents of  eleven  children:  Michael,  William  J., 
George  W.,  Harrison,  John,  Addison;  Luther,  de- 
ceased; Nancy  T.,  Harriet;  Mary  A.,  deceased, 
was  the  wife  of  Dr.  Strain;  Flora  is  now  Mrs.  Dr. 
Clarence  Kay.  Michael  and  Addison  reside  in 
Springfield,  Ohio;  George  W.,  who  was  State  Sen- 
ator, makes  his  home  in  London,  Ohio;  Harriet  is 
a  resident  of  London,  Ohio;  Nancy  T.  is  the  wife 
of  John  J.  Goodfellow;  Harrison  is  a  farmer  of 
Madison  County,  Ohio,  and  John  resides  in  Gib- 
son City. 

Washington  Wilson  made  his  home  in  Spring- 
field at  an  early  (\a,y.  He  was  industrious  and 
frugal,  and  accumulated  a  large  landed  estate,  hav- 
ing nearly  two  thousand  acres  of  land  near  Spring- 
field at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  one  of  the 
prime  movers  in  the  organization  of  the  Christian 
Church  in  Springfield,  and  was  one  of  its  officers  and 
most  earnest  supporters.  As  a  Christian,  he  was 
Biblically  orthodox,  and  practically  evangelical, 
with  charity  for  all.  He  was  active  as  a  speaker 
and  worker  in  church,  prayer  meetings  and  Sun- 
day-school, and  his  hospitality  to  the  ministers 
was  lilieral  and  much  partaken  of.  He  was  noted 
for  steadfastness  of  purpose,  a  broad  Christian 
sjiirit  and  for  his  efforts  to  do  good  in  his  commu- 
nity and  to  encourage  and  develop  a  true  Chris- 
tian spirit  in  those  who  caniu  within  the  range 
of  his  influence.  The  sterling  qualities  of  this 
worthy  man  and  his  estimable  wife,  which  gave 
them  such  high  standing  in  their  community, 
have  had  their  influence  in  forming  the  character 
of  their  children,  who  have  become  useful  and 
worthy  members  of  society. 

William  J.  Wilson  was  reared  to  agricultural 
pursuits  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Springfield,  Ohio.  On  the  17th  of  September, 
1863,  he  was  married,  in  his  native  county,  to 
Miss  Lydia  Goodfellow,  a  daughter  of   John  and 
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Lucy  (Bennett)  Goodfcllow,  and  a  native  of  Clarke 
County,  Ohio. 

Ou  attaining  man's  estate,  Mr.  Wilson  engaged 
in  farming  near  his  old  home,  and  contiaued  in 
that  vocation  until  1875,  when  he  embarked  in 
the  grocery  business  at  London,  Ohio.  In  1876, 
he  sold  out  and  removed  to  Gibson  City,  111.,  and 
engaged  in  the  grain  trade,  which  he  conducted 
successfully  until  the  burning  of  his  elevator.  On 
coming  to  Gibson  City,  Mr.  Wilson  invested  in 
fanning  lands  in  Ford  County,  and  has  increased 
his  acreage  until  he  now  owns  fifteen  hundred 
acres  of  agricultural  lands,  which  are  situated 
partly  in  the  following  counties:  Ford,  Vermilion 
and  Lee.  Two  years  after  he  settled  in  Gibson 
City,  Mr.  AVilson  became  a  partner  in  the  bank- 
ing house  now  carried  on  under  the  firm  title  of 
Mattiuson,  Wilson  &.  Co.,  the  oldest  bank  in  the 
city,  and  has  maintained  partnership  relations  with 
that  institution  continuously  since.  In  addition  to 
the  business  interests  already  mentioned,  Mr.  Wil- 
son has  done  an  extensive  business  in  growing, 
buying,  feeding  and  shipping  live  stock.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  (iibson  Canning  Company, 
of  which  he  is  Vice-President. 

Ten  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wil- 
son, three  sons  and  six  daughters  now  living: 
Minnie  B.  is  the  wife  of  Evan  Mattinson,  of 
the  banking  house  of  ISIattinson,  Wilson  &  Co.; 
Luther  B.  is  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business  in 
Dixon,  111.;  Cora  May  resides  with  her  parents; 
Lucy  F.  is  the  wife  of  Albert  Browning,  a  farmer 
of  Drummer  Township;  William  ,1.,  .Jr.;  Mary 
Maud,  Grace,  Mabel  and  Arthur  Glenn.  One 
died  in  infancy. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Wilson  is  a  Repulilican,  but  has 
never  sought  or  desired  public  office.  In  their 
religious  views,  Mr.  Wilson,  his  wife  and  older 
children  are  Presbyterians,  and  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  that  church.  The  chil- 
dren older  than  Mary  Maud  were  born  in  Clarke 
County,  Ohio,  while  she  and  those  younger  are 
natives  of  Gibson  City. 

Since  his  residence  at  Gibson  City,  Mr.  Wilson 
has  been  actively  and  prominently  identified  with 
its  commercial  and  financial  interests,  and  it  is  no 
flattery  to  say  of  him  that  his  record  has  Ijeen  that 


of  a  man  of  strict  integrity,  enterprise  and  abil- 
ity. In  his  business  career  be  has  been  eminently 
successful,  and  has  succeeded  in  accumulating  a 
large  and  valuable  property,  while  his  uniformly 
upright  course  in  life  and  just  regard  for  the 
rights  of  others  have  entitled  him  to  a  place  in  the 
foremost  ranks  of  the  most  respected  and  worthy 
citizens  of  Ford  County. 


=«^ 


5^,E  WITT  C.  WOOD  RUM,  who  owns  and 
operates  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
valuable  land  on  section  20,  Dix  Township, 
is  one  of  the  leading  agriculturists  of  the  commu- 
nity, and  a  well-known  and  prominent  citizen. 
His  life  record  is  as  follows:  He  was  born  in  (Shasta 
County,  Cal.,  October  5,  1855,  and  is  one  of  two 
children  born  unto  Clinton  and  Nancy  H.  (Brass- 
field)  AVoodrum.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Illi- 
nois and  the  mother  of  Indiana,  and  both  were  of 
English  descent.  They  had  two  children,  but  the 
other  is  now  deceased.  After  Mr.  Wood  rum's 
death,  his  widow  was  married,  in  18G5,  to  William 
D.  Lowden,  who  was  a  native  of  Ilarrisburg,  Pa., 
and  of  German  descent.  Two  children  were  born 
of  that  union.  Mr.  Lowden  died  in  1874.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  is  now  the  wife  of  II.  J. 
Adams,  a  retired  farmer  residing  in  Marshall 
County,  111. 

Mr.  AVoodrum  whose  name  heads  this  record 
spent  the  greater  part  of  his  boyhood  days  in  this 
State.  He  acquired  a  good  classical  education  in 
the  schools  of  Marshall  County,  and,  at  an  early 
age,  began  to  earn  his  own  livelihood.  He  may 
truly  be  called  a  self-made  man,  for  he  began  for 
himself  without  means.  For  a  time,  he  worked  as 
a  farm  hand  by  the  month,  and  from  his  meagre 
earnings  saved  enough  to  purchase  proijerty.  Step 
by  step  he  has  worked  his  waj'  upward,  overcom- 
ing all  difficulties  and  obstacles  in  his  path,  until 
he  now  has  a  comfortable  competence.  His  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  is  a  highly-culti- 
vated tract  of  land  and  well  improved  witli  good 
buildings  and  all  the  accessories  of  a  model    farm. 

On    the    1st   of   December,  1876,  Mr.  AVoodrum 
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was  unfted  in  marriage  with  Miss  Adeline  Wood,  a 
native  of  Illinois  and  a  d;uighter  of  Girard  and 
Hannah  (Williams)  Wood.  Her  parents  were  na- 
tives of  Indiana  and  were  of  English  exti'action. 
By  this  union  were  born  two  children,  daughters, 
but  Nina  is  now  deceased.  Edna  is  still  with  her 
parents.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Woodriini  rank  high  in  so- 
cial circles.  Tlieir  home  is  the  abode  of  hospitality 
and  their  friends  thioughout  the  community  are 
manJ^  In  iiis  political  affiliations,  he  is  a  Demo- 
crat, and  h.as  lield  the  ofHce  of  School  Director  and 
Road  Commissioner. 


'  1  '■<- 


Ml  iklLLlAM  MILLER,  M.  D.,  a  prominent 
\/\/f  physician  and  druggist  of  Cabery,  is  a  na- 
\^^  live  of  Penn.sjivania.  He  was  born  in 
Fayette  County,  October  28,  18.09,  and  is  a  son  of 
Dr.  G.  M.  Miller.  His  father  was  born  in  West- 
moreland County,  Pa.,  and  after  attaining  to  ma- 
ture j'ears  married  JSIiss  Rebecca  J.  Shroyer,  a  na- 
tive of  Fayette  County.  He  was  a  man  of  superior 
education  and  a  prominent  physician  in  Fayette 
County  for  a  number  of  years.  He  removed  to 
the  West  in  1871,  locating  in  La  Salle  County,  111., 
upon  a  farm  where  he  made  his  home  until  Iiis 
death,  which  occurred  in  ,Iune,  1879.  Ho  took 
quite  a  prominent  part  in  political  affairs,  support- 
ing the  Republican  party,  but  was  never  an  aspirant 
for  office.  His  wife  survives  him  and  resides  on 
the  old  homestead  in  La  Salle  Count}-. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  a  family  of  four  sons  and 
five  daughters,  all  of  whom  grew  to  mature  3'ears 
and  are  yet  living.  The  Doctor  received  a  good 
education  at  the  public  and  High  Schools,  and  wish- 
ing to  enter  the  medical  profession,  he  began  study- 
ing with  his  father,  He  was  afterwards  in  the 
otlice  of  Dr.  R.  F.  Dyer  of  Ottawa,  and  subsequently 
took  a  course  of  lectures  in  the  Rush  Medical  Col- 
lege of  Chicago,  from  which  lie  was  graduated  in 
1884.  He  then  located  in  Cabery  in  April  of  that 
year  and  began  the  practice  of  his  chosen  profes- 
sion, which  he  has  since  followed  with  excellent 
success. 

On  the  30th  of    Octol^er,  1886,  the  Doctor    was 


joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Alice  Clayton,  daugh- 
ter of  William  Clayton,  now  deceased.  Tlie  lady 
was  reared  and  educated  in  Ford  County.  Two 
children  grace  their  union:  Hazel  and  3oung  Doc. 
The  parents,  who  are  most  estimable  people,  rank 
high  in  social  circles  and  have  the  respect  of  all 
who  know  them. 

In  1885,  Dr.  Miller  embarked  in  the  drug  busi- 
ness and  now  carrie.s  a  large  stock  of  drugs,  medi- 
cines, paints,  oils,  wall  paper,  notions,  etc.  I5y  fair 
treatment  and  courteous  dealing  he  has  secured  a 
liberal  patronage,  of  which  he  is  well  deserving. 
He  stands  in  the  front  rank  among  his  professional 
brethren,  his  skill  and  ability  being  widely  ac- 
knowledged. In  his  political  affiliations,  the  Doc- 
tor is  a  Republican,  having  been  identified  with 
that  party  since  he  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote 
for  Gen.  Garfield.  He  has  taken  quite  an  active 
part  in  local  political  affairs  and  has  served  as  a 
member  of  the  Town  Board,  and  of  the  Central 
Committee  for  four  years.  He  is  a  public-spirited 
and  progressive  citizen,  who  gives  his  hearty  sup- 
port to  any  enterprise  calculated  to  promote  the 
general  welfare,  and  the  cause  of  education  finds 
in  him  a  warm  friend.  He  is  a  man  of  upright,  ster- 
ling character,  who  well  deserves  representation 
in  this  volume. 


'jf?  EWIS  ALD,  an  enterprising  and  higiily  re- 
I  (j^  spected  farmer  residing  on  section  19,  Dix 
J^v,  Township,  has  the  honor  of  being  a  native 
of  Illinois.  His  birth  occurred  in  Woodford 
County,  on  the  22d  of  September,  1846.  His  par- 
ents, Henry  J.  and  Minnie  (Ristine)  Aid,  were  both 
natives  of  German}-.  Thej-  had  a  famil}-  of  seven 
children,  five  sons  and  two  daughters:  Minnie, 
William,  Ileniy,  Charles,  Lcvv-is,  Kate  and  Clirist. 
No  event  of  special  importance  occurred  during 
the  childhood  of  our  sul)ject.  He  was  reared  in 
the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads,  aiding  in  the 
labors  of  the  farm  during  the  summer  months, 
while  in  the  winter  season  he  attended  the  district 
schools,  where  he  acquired  a  good  English  educa- 
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tion.  He  remained  with  his  parents  until  he  ar- 
rived at  man's  estate  aiul  then  started  out  in  life 
for  himself,  working  as  a  farm  liand  by  the  montli 
for  a  short  time.  lie  then  rented  land  and  con- 
tinued to  make  his  home  in  the  oounty  of  his  na- 
tivity until  1874,  with  the  exception  of  one  year, 
when  he  made  his  home  in  Champaign  County, 
111.  He  came  to  Ford  County  in  1874,  and  lo- 
cated in  Dix  Township,  renting  laud  until  1882, 
when  he  purchased  his  present  home — a  good  farm 
of  eighty  acres  situated  on  section  19.  The  land 
is  now  under  a  high  state  of  cidtivation  and  the 
place  is  well  improved.  The  well-tilled  fields  in- 
dicate the  thrift  and  enterprise  of  the  owner,  and 
the  neat  appearance  of  the  farm  gives  evidence  of 
the  supervision  of  a  careful  manager. 

In  1874,  Mr.  Aid  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss 
Emma  Thomas,  a  daughter  of  .John  and  Eliza 
Thomas  and  a  most  estimable  lady.  Three  children 
have  been  born  of  their  union,  one  son  and  two 
daughters,  and  the  family  circle  yet  remains  un- 
broken. In  order  of  birth,  they  are  as  follows: 
Ida,  Minnie  and  Clarence.  The  Aid  household  is 
a  hospitable  one  and  the  members  of  the  famil}- 
hold  a  high  rank  in  the  social  circles  in  which 
they  move. 

In  his  political  affiliations,  Mr.  Aid  is  a  Repub- 
lican, having  supported  that  part}'  since  attaining 
liis  majority'.  He  has  never  been  an  office-seeker, 
however,  preferring  to  devote  his  attention  ex- 
clusively to  his  business  interests.  His  entire  life 
has  been  passed  in  Illinois  and  he  is  a  public- 
spirited  and  progressive  citizen   of  Ford  County. 


J  ESSE  G.  BARKER  is  the  owner  of  one  of 
the  fine  farms  of  Dix  Township,  located  on 
section  31.  He  was  born  in  Newport,  R.  I., 
.^^  on  the  12th  of  April,  1837,  and  is  the  eldest 
child  of  Abraham  and  Sophronia  (Gould)  Barker. 
They  had  five  children,  the  other  members  of  the 
family  being  Mary,  who  became  the  wife  of  George 
Manchester,  and  died  in  1873;  Victoria  L.,  wife  of 
Abraham  Reed,  a  carpenter  by  trade,  residing  in 
Massachusetts;  Frank,  an  insurance  and  land  agent 


living  in  Washington,  D.  C;  Ellen,  who  makes  her 
home  in  Fall  River,  Mass.  The  father  of  this  fam- 
ily died  in  1877,  but  the  mother  is  still  living  in 
Fall  River,  Mass. 

Our  subject  is  a  self-made  man,  whose  life  in 
many  respects  is  well  worthy  of  emulation.  At 
the  earl_v  age  of  nine  years,  he  began  to  earn  his 
ovm  livelihood,  working  upon  a  farm.  He  received 
onlj'  $3  for  his  first  mouth's  work.  He  afterward 
worked  at  the  blacksmith's  trade  for  two  years. 
The  year  1857  witnessed  his  emigration  to  Illinois. 
In  the  autumn  of  that  j'ear,  he  located  in  Dix 
Township,  IV)rd  County,  where  he  resumed  farm 
work  by  the  month  and  was  thus  employed  until 
the  breaking  out  of  the  late  war. 

Mr.  Barker  had  watched  with  interest  the  pro- 
gress of  events  in  the  South.  It  was  soon  seen 
that  the  war  was  to  be  an  affair  of  more  import- 
ance than  was  at  first  thought,  and  on  the  15th  of 
August,  1861,  he  enlisted  as  a  member  of  Company 
G,  Thirty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry.  The  regi- 
ment was  mustered  into  service  at  Chicago,  and 
thence  went  to  the  front.  Mr.  Barker  participated 
in  the  battle  of  Pea  Ridge,  was  afterward  in  the 
siege  of  Vicksburg,  and  participated  in  many  other 
engagements  and  skirmishes.  After  serving  faith- 
fully for  three  years,  he  was  honorably  discharged 
on  the  4th  of  October,  1864,  and  went  to  Cham- 
paign Count}',  111.,  but  on  the  4th  of  February 
following,  he  again  entered  the  service  as  a  mem- 
ber of  Company  K,  One  Hundred  and  Fiftieth 
Illinois  Infantry.  He  received  his  final  discharge 
.Tanuarj'  30,  1866.  He  was  a  faithful  soldier,  ever 
found  at  his  post  of  dut^-,  lo3'al  to  the  cause  un- 
der whose  banner  he  fought. 

On  his  return  to  the  North,  Mr.  Barker  located 
in  Champaign  County,  but  soon  afterward  came  to 
Ford  County,  and  began  the  improvement  of  his 
eighty-acre  tract  of  land  on  section  31,  Dix  Town- 
ship. He  had  purchased  this  property  in  1861,  and 
it  has  since  been  his  home,  but  the  boundaries  of 
his  farm  have  been  greatly  extended  as  his  finan- 
cial resources  have  increased.  He  now  owns  two 
hundred  and  sixty-two  acres,  a  part  of  which  lies 
in  Champaign  Count}'.  The  entire  farm  is  under 
cultivation  and  the  well-tilled  fields  and  many  im- 
provements upon  the  place  indicate  the  thrift  and 
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enterprise  of  the  owner  who  is  one  of  the  substan- 
tial citizens  of  the  community. 

On  the  1st  of  March,  1867,  Mr.  Barker  was  uni- 
ted in  marriage  with  Miss  Rachel  A.  Wood,  born 
in  Ft.  Wa3'ne,  Intl.,  April  14,  1846,  a  daughter  of 
Noah  and  Racliel  (Oliver)  Wood.  They  aie  the 
parents  of  ten  children,  as  follows:  Frances  L., 
George  A.,  Charles  W.,  Anna,  Nellie,  Mary  Alta; 
William  and  AVinnie,  twins;  Lula  ,T.,  and  Elsie  R. 
In  his  political  attiliations,  Mr.  Barlter  is  a  Repub- 
lican;  in  religious  belief,  is  a  IMethodist,  as  is  also 
his  wife,  and  in  his  social  relations  he  is  an  Odd  Fel- 
low, and  a  member  of  Lott  Post  No.  70,  G.  A.  R., 
of  Gibson.  His  success  in  life  has  all  been  due  to 
his  own  efforts.  Since  his  tenth  3'ear  he  has  made 
his  own  way  in  tlio  world  and  by  iiis  enterprise 
and  perseverance  has  worked  his  way  upward  to 
success. 


— t 
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(|  I^ILLIAM  B.  FLORA  has  done  much  for 
\/\///  ^''*^  uphuilding  and  development  of  Ford 
'JtY'  County,  and  his  name  is  inseparably  con- 
nected with  its  history.  This  work,  therefore, 
would  be  incomplete  witliout  a  record  of  his  life. 
He  was  born  near  Carthage,  Campbell  County,  Kj''., 
in  the  famous  Blue  Grass  region,  August  5,  1844. 
His  parents,  John  W.  and  I.  J.  (Herndon)  Flora, 
are  also  natives  of  tliat  State,  the  formei;  bom  in 
.Tune,  1821,  and  the  latter  in  March,  1825.  Mr. 
Flora  was  an  old-line  AVhig  in  politics,  but  since 
the  organization  of  the  Rei)ul)lican  party  has 
been  one  of  its  standi  supporters,  and  has  served 
for  twenty-live  years  as  .Justice  of  the  Peace. 
Himself  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  are  classed  among  the  highly  respected 
and  representative  people  in  that  portion  of  Ken- 
tuckj'  in  which  they  make  their  home.  Of  their 
seven  sons  and  five  daughters,  eight  are  3'et  living, 
of  whom  AVilliam  is  the  eldest;  Emily  is  the  wife 
of  H.  F.  Tarvin,  an  agriculturist  of  Charleston, 
111.;  Samuel,  who  married  Sarah  Hardy,  is  a  f.armer 
of  Carthage,  Ky.;  Augustus  wedded  Miss  Hester 
White,  and  is  a  mechanic  and  fai-mer;  Mollie  is  the 
wife  of  Arthur  Kinzel,  a  fanner  of  Lovington,Ill.; 


James  is  represented  elsewhere  in  this  work;  John 
married  Mattie  Dawson,  and  resides  near  California, 
Ky.;  and  Luella  is  the  wife  of  John  Newkirk,who 
is  employed  on  the  electric  street  railroad  of  Cov- 
ington, Ky. 

Our  subject  spent  his  Iwyhood  d.a\s  in  his  native 
State,  and  acquired  his  education  in  the  common 
schools.  At  the  age  of  nineteen,  he  enlisted  for 
the  late  war  as  a  member  of  Company  II,  Thirty- 
seventh  Kcntuckj'  Infantry,  and  was  mustered  in 
at  Covington,  in  July,  18()3.  The  troops  were 
ordered  to  Louisville,  and  then  to  Gla5gow  to 
guard  Cumberland  River.  They  did  guard  duty 
for  some  time,  and  at  Mt.  Sterling  were  organized 
for  a  raid,  mounted  and  equipped  with  carbines 
and  revolvers.  Every  stej)  of  the  way  was  vigor- 
ously contested,  but  the}'  at  length  arrived  at  Salt- 
ville,  Va.,  with  a  force  of  four  thousand.  An 
engagement  was  commenced  at  four  o'clock  in  the 
morning  and  continued  until  ten  at  night,  when 
our  men  retreated  to  Big  Sandy  River  and  returned 
to  Lexington,  Ky.  Mr.  Flora  rode  one  horse 
during  this  raid  fifteen  hundred  miles.  He  left 
the  animal  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  in 
the  evening,  seeing  a  mounted  negro  approach, 
his  lieuten.ant  told  him  to  secure  that  horse.  It 
was  then  dark.  Mr.  Flora,  on  approaching  the 
fellow,  commanded  him  to  halt  and  give  up  his 
horse,  which  was  done,  and,  bcliold,  it  proved  to  be 
]\Ir.  Flora's  own  property.  He  was  honorably'  dis- 
charged at  Louisville,  December  28,  1864,  and  re- 
turned to  his  Kentucky  home. 

In  1865,  our  subject  went  to  Marysville,  Kan., 
and  engaged  in  teaming  between  Atchison,  St.  Jo 
and  Marysville.  He  afterwards  clerked  in  Mar^'s- 
ville  until  the  succeeding  November,  when  he 
returned  to  Kentucky,  and  for  three  years  engaged 
in  the  nianuf.icture  of  brick,  shipping  liis  products 
to  Cincinnati.  In  the  spring  of  1868,  he  removed 
to  Buckley,  111.,  and  engaged  in  the  iiiaiiufacture 
of  brick  for  Ed  Gill,  of  Paxton.  He  afterward 
engaged  in  carpentering,  and  also  followed  farm- 
ing. In  the  winter  season, he  engaged  in  teaching 
in  Charleston,  and,  in  1871,  bought  the  second 
business  lot  ever  sold  in  the  village  of  Roberts. 
He  commenced  building  upon  it  in  December  of 
that  year,  and  then  embarked  in  business  as  a  mem- 
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ber  of  the  well-known  firm  of  Flora  <fe  Newman, 
who  continued  operations  for  sixteen  years.  The}' 
first  carried  only  a  grocerj'  stock,  but  afterward 
engaged  in  general  merchandising,  and  worked  up 
an  excellent  trade.  In  1883,  their  volume  of  busi- 
ness amounted  to  $40,000. 

Mr.  Flora  was  married,  February  2,  1873,  to  Miss 
Mary  ■!.,  daughter  of  AV.  I.  and  Ruth  C.  (Parish) 
Newman,  who  are  mentioned  in  the  sketch  of 
Joseph  V.  King,  on  another  page  of  this  work. 
Unto  them  have  been  born  four  sons  and  two 
daughters:  Bessie,  Vincent,  Harry,  Claude,  Grover 
and  Mabel.  The  mother  .and  eldest  daughter  are 
members  of  the  Blethodist  Church,  and  Miss  Bessie 
belongs  to  the  Epworth  League,  the  Ladies' 
Foreign  Missionary'  .Societj',  and  the  Temperance 
Society. 

Mr.  Flora  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Gen. 
Grant,  and  has  since  been  an  inflexible  adherent  of 
the  Republican  part}'.  He  takes  quite  an  active 
interest  in  political  affairs,  has  served  as  Town 
Clerk,  and  has  filled  the  office  of  Supervisor  for 
many  terras.  He  has  several  times  been  tendered 
the  chairm.anship  of  the  Board,  and  has  served  on 
the  most  important  committees.  Since  1876,  he 
has  been  officially  connected  witii  the  educational 
interests  of  the  community,  and  for  many  years 
has  served  as  School  Treasurer  of  Lyman  Town- 
ship. Social!}',  lie  is  a  charter  member  of  Buck- 
ley Lodge  No.  634,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  Lyman  Lodge 
No.  293,  K.  P.;  and  of  Melviu  Post  No.  500, 
G.  A.  R.  Mr.  Flora  is  widely  and  favorably  known 
througliout  this  community  as  a  public-spirited 
and  progressive  citizen,  well  deserving  of  a  repre- 
sentation in  this  volume.  He  is  spoken  of  in  the 
highest  terms  by  his  fellow-townsmen,  and  is  de- 
serving of  their  warm  regard. 


■jfjOHN  A.  IIATTEBERG,  a  self-made  man 
I  I  and  one  of  the  enterprising  farmers  resid- 
ing on  section  24,  Dix  Township,  is  a  na- 
tive of  Norway.  He  was  born  on  the  5th 
of  October,  1839,  and  is  a  son  of  Andre\y  and 
Johanna  (Johnson)  Hatteberg.    Their  family  num- 


bered five  children:  James;  Thore,  deceased; 
.Tohii  A.,  of  this  sketch;  Thore,  the  second  of  that 
name;  and  IMary,  deceased. 

Our  sij4jject  was  reared  to  manhood  upon  his 
father's  farm,  and  the  educational  advantages 
which  he  received  were  those  afforded  by  the  com- 
mon schools.  He  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  until  twenty-one  years  of  age,  when  he  bade 
good-bye  to  home  and  native  land  and  emigrated 
to  America.  He  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  a  sailing- 
vessel  in  1860,  which,  after  a  voyage  of  four  weeks, 
dropped  anchor  in  the  harbor  of  Quebec.  Mr.  Hat- 
teberg came  on  at  once  to  Illinois,  locating  in  Lis- 
bon, Kendall  County,  and  began  working  upon  a 
farm  by  the  month.  The  succeeding  tiiree  years 
of  his  life  were  thus  passed,  after  which  lie  rented 
land  in  Kendall  County  until  1868.  He,  in  com- 
pany with  his  brother  and  stepfather,  puicliased 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Grundy  County, 
where  he  made  his  home  until  1875,  when  he 
came  to  Ford  County,  locating  in  Dix  Township. 
His  first  purchase  of  land  here  consisted  of  a  one 
hundred  and  twent}'  acre  tract  on  section  24,  but 
as  his  financial  resources  have  increased,  he  has 
bought  other  land  and  now  has  one  hundred  and 
ninety-seven  and  one-half  acres,  all  in  Dix  Town- 
ship. He  is  a  practical,  progressive  and  successful 
farmer  and  his  well-tilled  fields  yield  to  him  a 
golden  tribute  for  the  care  and  cultivation  lie  has 
bestowed  upon  tliem. 

In  1868,  Ml-.  Hatteberg  led  to  the  marri.age  altar 
Miss  Margaret  Anderson,  who  was  born  in  Nor- 
w.ay,  Maj'  19,  1841  and  in  1864  came  to  America, 
and  unto  them  have  been  born  ten  children,  eiglit 
of  whom  are  yet  living,  as  follows:  Mary,  Olie  A., 
John,  Johanna,  Andrew,  Martha,  Lars  and  Annie. 
Those  deceased  arc  Allie  and  Lars.  The  family 
have  a  pleasant  home  in  Dix  Township  and  are 
well  and  favorably  known  througliout  tlie  commu- 
nity. 

Mr.  Hatteberg  and  all  the  family  are  members 
of  the  Lutheran  Cliurcli,  and,  in  polities,  is  inde- 
pendent, voting  for  the  man  whom  he  thinks  best 
qualified  to  fill  the  office,  regardless  of  party  affil- 
iations. He  li.as  been  the  architect  of  liis  own  for- 
tune and  has  builded  wisely  and  well.  His  posses- 
sions have  all  been  accumulated  by    his  own  hard 
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labor  and  his  life  shows  what  can  be  accomplished 
by  energy,  industry  and  determination.  Like 
many  of  his  fellow  countrymen,  he  came  to  Amer- 
ica empty-handed  hut  is  now  numbered  among  the 
sulistantial  citizens  of  Dix  Tovvnslii]). 


vILLIAM  T.  DUKILVM,  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Durliam  Iholliers,  bankers  of  Piper 
City,  and  a  prominent  young  business  m.an, 
was  born  in  Parke  County,Ind.,  on  tlie  2Gtli  of  M.ay, 
ia58,  and  is  a  son  of  David  Durham.  His  iiaternal 
grandfather,  Dsiuiel  Durham,  removed  from  Ken- 
tucky to  Terre  ITautc,  lud.,  in  an  early  day.  David 
Durliam  was  born  in  Kentuck}'  and  was  reared  to 
manhood  in  Indiana  as  a  farmer.  He  afterwards 
removed  to  Kankakee,  111.,  where  his  deatii  occur- 
red, after  which  his  wife  went  with  her  family  to 
Iroquois  County,  in  1868,  in  order  to  educate  her 
children  in  the  Grand  Prairie  Seminary.  AVilliam's 
mother's  maiden  name  was  Lucj'  A.  Harris,  a 
daughter  of  one  of  the  most  prominent  physicians 
of  Richmond,  Va.,  Dr.  Thora.as  Harris. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Durham  were  married  in 
Indiana.  In  politics,  he  was  an  earnest  Republican 
and  w.as  a  very  successful  business  man.  There  are 
seven  children  in  the  familj',  three  sons  and  four 
daughters.  The  three  Ijrothers  have  two  banks, 
one  at  Onarga  and  one  at  Piper  City.  Benjamin 
II.  and  Ezra  1).  reside  at  Onarga  and  William  T. 
at  Piper  City.  Our  subject  was  quite  young  when 
his  parents  left  Indiana  and  removed  to  Illinois. 
He  there  spent  five  years  upon  a  farm  near  Kanka- 
kee, before  the  f.amily  removed  to  Onarga.  He 
attended  the  pul)lic  school  and  seminary  at  Onarga 
and  graduated  at  Commercial  College.  When  his 
education  was  finished,  he  entered  upon  his  life 
work,  becoming  connected  with  the  bank  of  ( )narga, 
where  he  remained  until  April,  1888,  when  lie  and 
his  brothers  purchased  the  bank  of  George  Camp- 
bell in  Piper  City,  and  since  that  time  Mr.  Durham 
has  had  charge  of  the  l)ank  at  this  place,  while  his 
brothers  conduct  the  one  at  Onarga. 

On  the  2:M  of  August,  188(5,  Mr.   Durham   was 


united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Josie  Ward,  their 
union  being  celebrated  in  Onarga.  She  was  edu- 
cated in  the  same  school  as  her  husband  and  her 
family  are  old  residents  of  Onarga.  Her  father  and 
mother,  both  formerly  from  West  Viiginia,  are  now 
residing  in  California.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Durham  are 
prominent  young  people  of  this  community,  being 
widely  and  favorably  known,  and  are  held  in  high 
regard  by  a  large  circle  of  friends.  Mrs.  Durham 
is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church  and  is  promi- 
nent in  both  musical  and  ehurcii  circles.  Mr.  Dur- 
ham was  reared  as  a  member  of  the  Society  of 
Friends.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Gen.  Garfield  and  has  never  been  an  office-seeker. 
He  is  a  careful  business  man,  enterprising  and 
sagacious,  and  has  been  very  successful  in  his  bank- 
ing business. 
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IIARLES  CURD  resides  on  section  20 
Rogers  Township.  To  the  record  of  the 
old  settlers  of  Ford  County  we  wish  to  add 
the  sketch  of  Mr.  Curd,  who  is  recognized  as  one 
of  the  substantial  farmers  and  honored  citizens  of 
the  communit}'.  He  was  born  in  Kent,  England, 
in  1833.  His  father,  John  Curd,  was  also  born  in 
Kent  and  there  wedded  Mary  Town.  He  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation  and  spent  his  entire  life  in 
his  native  land. 

Our  subject  passed  his  boyhood  daj^s  upon  his 
father's  farm,  and  when  a  young  man  emigrated 
to  the  New  World,  crossing  the  Atlantic  about 
18.50.  Ilespent  about  four  years  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  working  upon  a  farm.  He  came  to  Illinois 
in  the  spring  of  1860,  making  his  first  location  in 
Lisljon,  where  he  worked  by  the  month  for  alx)ut 
three  years.  He  then  determined  to  engage  in  busi- 
ness for  himself  and  rented  land  in  Kendall  County, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming  for  about  four  years. 

Mr.  Curd  was  married  in  Kendall  County  to  Miss 
Lucy  Scott,  a  native  of  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.  Re- 
moving to  Iroquois  County,  he  rented  a  farm  near 
Cliebanse,  and  engaged  in  its  cultivation  for  seven 
j'ears.  On  coming  to  Ford  County,  he  bought  land 
in  Rogers  Township — an  improved    farm    of    two 
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hundred  acres.  Since  that  time  he  has  sold  forty 
acres,  still  owning  a  valuable  tract  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  .acres,  which  is  jileasantly  situated  within 
two  miles  of  Caber3\  The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Curd  has  been  blessed  with  four  children:  Lucy, 
who  is  now  the  wife  of  John  Smith,  a  farmer  of 
Rogers  Township;  Libbie  D.  at  home;  William  A., 
who  aids  his  father  in  the  cultivation  of  the  liomo 
farm;  .and  Mary,  who  died  in  1883,  at  about  the 
age  of  three  years. 

Mr.  Curd  began  life  for  himself  empty-handed, 
but  he  determined  to  win  success,  and  overcoming 
the  various  olist.acles  in  his  path,  he  h.as  worked  his 
wa3'  upward  until  he  is  now  numbered  .among  the 
subst.intial  .agi-ieulturists  of  the  communit}'.  In 
politics,  he  is  identified  with  the  Republican  party 
but  has  never  been  an  ofiice-seeker,  preferring  to 
devote  his  entire  time  and  attention  to  his  business 
interests,  in  whicli  he  has  met  with  signal  success. 
He  is  a  man  of  unljlemished  character  and  sterling 
worth  and  he  and  his  estim.Tlile  wife  have  the  high 
regard  of  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances. 


vips  RASTU8  HARKNF:SS  HARRY,  the  founder 
1W|  of  the  Gibson  Iron  AVorks,  was  born  in  Ur- 
/l^ — ^  bana,  Chamjiaign  County,  111.,  March  27, 
1859,  and  is  a  son  of  .loseph  M.  and  Lucinda  (Rug- 
gles)  Harry.  The  father  was  l)uru  in  Mason 
County,  Ky.,  and  the  mother  in  Lewis  Count}'  of 
the  same  State,  wliere  their  marriage  was  celebrated. 
By  trade,  Joseph  Harry  was  a  cliair-maker  and 
wood-turner,  and,  about  1850,  he  moved  to  Rush- 
ville,  Ind.,  but  the  same  year  came  to  Urbana, 
where  he  followed  carpentering  and  wood-turning. 
In  politics,  he  was  a  Democrat,  and  for  nearly 
half  a  century  he  was  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  his  wife  was 
also  a  member  for  the  same  length  of  time.  Mr. 
Harry  died  on  the  27th  of  March,  1890,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-two  years,  but  his  wife  is  still  living  in 
Urbana  at  the  .age  of  sixty-six  and  is  still  well 
preserved.  She  is  tlie  eleventh  cliild  in  a  familj' 
of  sixteen  children,  and  she  became  the  mother  of 


fifteen  children,  seven    of  whom  are  still  living, 
five  sons  and  two  daughters. 

The  subject  of  tliis  sketch,  Erastus  Harry,  is  the 
eleventh  in  order  of  birtli,  and  was  reared  to  man- 
hood in  Urbana,  111.,  where  he  received  his  literary 
education  in  the  common  schools.  Wlicn  eighteen 
years  of  .age,  he  and  his  brother  engaged  in  the 
livery  business  in  that  city,  but  after  two  years 
he  sold  out  to  his  partner  and  began  to  learn  the 
iron  molder's  trade,  at  whicli  he  worked  for  five 
years  prior  to  coming  to  Gibson  City,  two  years  of 
that  time  being  foreman  of  a  sliop  in  MonticcUo,  1 11. 
In  1885,  lie  became  a  resident  of  Gibson  City, 
where  he  proposed  to  start  a  m.achine  shop  and 
foundry,  but  only  having  a  small  amount  of  money, 
he  formed  a  partnership  with  L.  A.  A'aughn.  who 
had  an  old  engine  and  a  few  tools.  They  pnr- 
ch.ased  tiie  two  lots  where  the  foundry  now  stands 
for  150,  .and  beg.in  erecting  a  building.  Ere  they 
had  their  shop  re.ady,  they  ran  out  of  money,  liut 
Mr.  Harry  had  a  friend  in  Kentucky,  F.  M.  Car- 
ter, whom  he  induced  to  take  an  interest  in  the 
business.  The  first  job  done  after  they  got  things 
ready  was  to  furnish  a  piece  of  gas  pipe  for  a  well. 
They  chai-ged  fifteen  cents  for  their  work,  for  which 
they  received  a  promise  to  pay.  Before  long,  hovv- 
ever,  they  had  all  the  work  they  could  do,  and  in 
1886  added  a  foundry  to  their  m.achine  shop.  In 
1889,  ]\Ir.  Carter  sold  out  to  J.  W.  Ilaines,  and  the 
following  year  Mr.  Vaughn  disposed  of  his  inter- 
est to  the  other  two  partners.  They  do  a  good 
business  and  are  numbered  among  the  substantial 
and  enterprising  business  men  of  Gibson  City, 
where  they  have  one  of  the  important  industries 
of  the  place.  Since  starting,  they  have  never  had 
a  bill   presented  that  the}-  were  not  ready  to  11:13'. 

At  Tolono,  Champaign  County,  111.,  on  the  28th 
of  July,  1881,  Mr.  Harr3'  w.as  united  in  marri.age 
with  Miss  Gussie  Pol.age,  a  native  of  Germany, 
and  unto  them  have  been  born  four  children:  El- 
mer, Lula,  Orris  and  Owen.  JNIrs.  Harry  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Lutheran  Church  and  is  an  estim.able 
lady. 

Mr.  Harry  is  a  Democrat  in  his  political  senti- 
ment and  takes  an  active  part  in  promoting  the 
interests  of  the  party.  At  the  present  time  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Village  Board,  and,  socially,  is  a 
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member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  fraternity.  Mr. 
Harry  deserves  not  a  little  credit  for  the  industry, 
perseverance  and  business  qualities  he  has  dis- 
played. 


■iflAMES  H.  ANDREWS  is  a  prominent  agri- 
culturist of  Ford  County,  residing  on  sec- 
tion 33,  and  is  the  owner  of  a  model  farm 
in  Wall  Township.  He  h.as  the  honor  of 
being  a  native  of  Illinois,  his  birth  having  occurred 
in  Marshall  County,  on  the  2.ith  of  September, 
1857.  In  the  family  of  eight  children,  he  was  the 
seventh.  His  parents,  Capt.  Harmond  and  Eliza 
(Peterson)  Andrews,  are  mentioned  in  the  sketch 
of  B.  C.  Andrews,  on  another  page  of  this  work. 

Our  subject  acquired  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  and  there  laid  the  foundation  for  the 
success  which  characterized  his  after  life.  At  the 
age  of  seventeen,  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself, 
and  has  since  made  his  own  way  in  the  world.  lie 
had  a  small  capital,  which  he  increased  bj-  his  in- 
dustry, economy  and  perseverance,  until  he  is  now 
numbered  among  the  substantial  citizens  of  the 
community.  He  is  a  sagacious  and  far-sighted 
business  man,  of  good  executive  ability,  and  well 
deserves  the  success  which  has  crowned  his  efforts. 
Mr.  Andrews  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss 
Pho3be  Agnes  Darby,  daughter  of  Solomon  and 
Emily  (Reed)  I)arl)y.  Her  father,  a  native  of 
Ohio,  was  born  October  4,  1827,  and  is  still  living. 
Throughout  his  entire  life,  he  has  followed  the 
occupation  of  farniing.  In  polities,  he  is  a  sup- 
porter of  Democratic  principles.  Mrs.  Dar))y,  who 
was  born  November  23,  1829,  died  on  the  Kith  of 
February,  1880.  l\Irs.  Andrews  was  born  on  the 
18th  of  April,  1857,  in  Peoria  County,  111.,  but  the 
dajs  of  her  maidenhood  were  spent  in  Marshall 
County,  where  she  acquired  her  education  in  the 
common  schools. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  and  his  wife  was 
celebrated  .Taiiuary  16,  1878,  and  has  been  blessed 
with  four  children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters, 
three  of  whom  are  yet  living:  Harry  N..  aged 
twelve  years,  is  attending   the   public  schools  and 


is  a  bright  lad  in  his  studies;  James  F.  is  now  seven 
years  of  age;  Jennie,  who  was  a  bright  little  girl 
.and  the  light  of  the  household,  died  at  the  age  of 
three  years,  one  month  and  twenty-eight  days;  and 
Edna  M.,  aged  nineteen  months,  is  the  pet  of  the 
family. 

Mr.  Andrews  has  been  a  resident  of  Wall  Town- 
ship since  1881,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  a  valuable 
farm  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  including 
some  of  the  finest  land  in  that  townsliii).  The 
home  is  a  beautiful  frame  residence  and  the  well- 
trimmed  hedges,  the  rich  and  fertile  fields,  and 
other  improvements,  make  it  one  of  the  most  beau- 
tiful estates  in  this  locality.  In  politics,  Mr.  An- 
drews is  a  stanch  supjiorter  of  Republican  princi- 
ples, having  affiliated  with  that  party  since  he  cast 
his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Gen.  James  A.  Gar- 
field. For  two  years,  he  has  held  the  office  of 
Highway  Commissioner  and  h.as  also  served  as 
School  Director,  but  has  never  been  .an  office-seeker, 
preferring  to  devote  his  whole  time  and  attention 
to  his  business  interests,  in  which  he  has  mSt  with 
signal  success.  He  has  a  wide  circle  of  friends 
and  acquaintances  throughout  this  community  and 
this  sketch  of  his  life  will  be  received  with  interest 
b^'  many  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  Ford  County, 
where  he  is  so  favorably  known. 
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'\l|()IIN  P.  GRANGER,  who  is  engaged  in  gcn- 
eial  farniing  on  section  25,  Dix  Township), 
where  he  has  made  his  home  for  twenty- 
one  years,  is  a  native  of  the  Ein|)iie  State. 
He  was  born  in  Saratoga,  Noveinlicr  20,  1822,  and 
traces  his  ancestry  b.ack  to  the  I'ilgrim  forefathers, 
who  came  over  to  this  country  in  tiie  "Mayflower." 
His  parents  were  Rosel  and  Sarah  (Bussing) 
Granger.  They  had  a  family  of  five  children: 
Harmon,  now  residing  in  Hillsdale,  Mi<'li.;  Sidney, 
a  carpenter,  who  makes  his  home  in  Howard  City, 
Mich.;  John  P.  of  this  sketch;  Josiali,  a  wagon 
maker,  who  follows  his  trader  in  Racine,  Wis.;  and 
Francis,  deceased.  The  father  of  this  family  died 
in  1832,  at  an  early  age.  His  wife  long  survived 
him,  passing  away  in  1889. 
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Mi"s.  Granger  after  the  death  of  her  husband  re- 
moved to  the  home  of  her  father  in  Montgomery 
Count}',  N.  y.,  where  our  subject  spent  his  boy- 
hood days.  He  attended  the  common  schools  un- 
til about  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  then  started 
out  in  life  for  himself,  since  wiiich  time  he  has 
made  his  own  way  in  the  world.  For  about  five 
years,  he  was  employed  in  .1  tannery  and  then 
worked  at  carpentering  and  in  a  ciiair  factory.  In 
1869,  he  became  a  resident  of  Toledo,  Ohio,  where 
he  was  employed  in  a  chair  factory  for  two  3- ears. 
He  tlien  resumed  his  Westward  journey  and  in  1871 
located  in  Ford  County,  III.,  purcliasing  eighty 
acres  of  land  on  section  25,  Dix  Township,  where 
he  has  since  made  his  home.  He  has  added  forty 
acres  by  purchase. 

Mr.  Granger  was  married,  April  20,  1848,  to  Miss 
Julia  A.  Hawes,  a  daughter  of  Cornelius  and 
Phoebe  Hawes.  One  child  has  been  born  unto 
them,  a  daughter,  Kittie  M.,  wife  of  Wallace  J. 
Woods,  a  farmer  who  now  resides  in  Dix  Town- 
ship. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Granger  are  well-known  people 
of  this  community  and  tlieir  sterling  worth  and 
many  excellencies  of  character  have  won  them  high 
regard. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Granger  is  a  Rt'imlilican,  having 
supported  that  part}'  for  many  years.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  are  Baptists  in  religious  faith.  He  is 
a  good  farmer,  industrious  and  energetic,  and  all 
of  his  possessions  stand  as  monuments  to  his  thrift 
and  enterprise,  for  they  have  heen  acquired  through 
his  own  efforts,  as  he  iiad  to  begin  life  empty- 
handed. 


»v^>»^       III     I  I 


■^  OSEPIl  RICHMOND,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
drug  business  in  Elliott,  was  born  in  Dar- 
lington, Durham  County,  England,  Novem- 
ber 8,  1828,  and  is  one  of  nine  children, 
whose  parents  were  William  and  Hannah  (Tees- 
dale)  Richmond.  Both  were  natives  of  the  same 
locality-  as  our  subject,  and  both  are  now  deceased. 
The  father  died  in  1850,  and  the  mother,  who  sur- 
vived him  for  a  quarter  of  a  century,  passed  away 
in  1876.     They  had  a    familj-   of    nine   children: 


Elizabeth,  widow  of  .Tohn  Copley,  a  printer  and 
book-seller,  residing  in  Thompsonville,  Conn.; 
John,  who  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  died  in  1891; 
William  died  after  reaching  manhood;  Thomas  is 
living  a  retired  life  in  Thompsonville,  Conn.;  Anna 
is  the  wife  of  Samuel  Mulligan,  a  residentof  Pcnn- 
s^dvania;  Joseph  is  the  next  younger;  David  died 
in  1852;  Jane  A.  is  the  widow  of  Thomas  Parkes,  an 
engineer  living  in  New  York  City;  and  Harry 
makes  his  home  in  Elliott. 

The  educational  advantages  afforded  our  subject 
were  very  limited.  He  began  to  earn  his  own  live- 
lihood at  the  age  of  eleven,  securing  employment 
in  a  brick  and  tile  factoiy,  where  he  w^orked  for 
five  years.  He  then  went  to  Halifax,  Yorkshire, 
P>ngland.  Entering  a  printing  office,  he  spent  two 
years  in  that  cit}'.  Not  content  with  the  educa- 
tion he  had  acquired,  he  then  attended  the  Normal 
School,  located  in  Darlington,  England,  for  one 
year,  after  which  he  accepted  the  position  offered 
him  by  the  Joseph  Pease  Company  as  land  sur- 
veyor and  clerk  in  a  drug  store.  Thus  he  gained 
his  first  knowledge  of  drugs.  He  remained  with 
that  firm  until  1852,  when  he  determined  to  seek  a 
home  in  America  and  crossed  the  broad  Atlantic. 
He  first  located  in  Brookl3'n,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Lake  Erie  &  Western 
Railroad  Company  in  the  freight  department.  In 
1861,  he  left  that  employ  and  engaged  with  the 
Adams  Express  Comp.any  as  a  clerk,  which  posi- 
tion he  filled  until  1875,  That  year  witnessed  his 
removal  to  Illinois.  He  first  settled  in  Rantoul, 
Champaign  County,  but  after  a  few  months  came 
to  Elliott,  Ford  County,  and  embarked  in  the  drug 
business,  which  he  has  since  carried  on  with  good 
success. 

Mr.  Richmond  has  been  twice  married.  On  the 
17th  of  May,  1860,  he  wedded  Miss  Ellen  Pritch- 
ard,  daughter  of  Owen  and  Alice  Pritchard.  She 
died  May  14,  1882,  and  her  remains  were  interred 
in  the  Rantoul  Cemetery.  Our  subject  was  again 
married,  December  27,  1883,  his  second  union  be- 
ing with  Miss  Louise  Lewis.  They  have  a  pleasant 
home  in  Elliott.  Mr.  Richmond  is  a  sagacious  and 
enterprising  business  man  and  has  built  up  an  ex- 
cellent trade.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Democrat  and 
served  as  Postmaster  during  President  Cleveland's 
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administration,  but  has  never  been  a  politician 
in  tlie  sense  of  office-seeking.  Socially,  be  is  a 
member  of  the  IMasonic  fraternity. 


I  /  AMES  DYSEKT,  who  is  engaged  in  general 
I  farming  on  section  19,  Drummer  Township, 
^~,  I  is  niimliered  among  the  early  settlers  of 
(^f'  Ford  County  (jf  1857.  Tiie  county,  was 
then  a  part  of  Vermilion  County.  He  was  born  in 
Wayne  County,  Ohio,  on  the  23rd  of  ]May,  1826, 
apd  is  a  son  of  .Jolm  and  Elizabeth  (McFillen) 
Dysert,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Westmore- 
land County,  Pa.  Their  marriage  was  celebrated 
in  1822,  and  unto  them  were  born  six  children: 
Benjamin,  born  .June  22, 1824,  died  April  17,  1863; 
Mary  .J.,  born  March  27,  1827,  resides  in  Cham- 
paign County,  111.;  the  next  child  died  in  infancy; 
Margaret,  Ix)rn  July  20,  1833,  is  the  wife  of  John 
Nicewandor.  of  Champaign  County;  Elizabeth, 
born  January  16,  1836,  is  the  wife  of  Thomas 
Davis,  of  La  Fayette,  Ind. 

The  parents  of  tliis  family  wore  pioneer  settlers 
of  Wayne  County,  Oliio,  where  they  resided  for 
more  than  forty  years.  In  1859,  they  came  to  Ford 
County,  III.,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of 
their  lives.  The  mother  died  October  17,  1861, 
but  the  father  long  survived,  passing  away  in  West 
Point,  Ind.,  September  5,  1887,  at  an  advanced 
age. 

Mr.  Dysert  whose  name  heads  this  record  ac- 
quired a  common-school  education  in  his  native 
county,  and  l)egan  life  for  himself  on  attaining  his 
majority.  Renting  a  farm  in  Logan  County,  Ohio, 
he  there  engaged  in  farming.  On  the  31st  of  Au- 
gust, 1855,  he  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Mary 
E.  McFarland,  a  native  of  Champaign  County, 
Ohio,  born  March  27, 1837.  Her  parents  were  Jesse 
B.  and  Elizabeth  (Yeazel)  McFarland,  the  former 
a  native  of  Virginia,  and  the  latter  of  Kentucky. 
Mrs.  Dysert  had  three  brothers:  Robert  is  married, 
and  resides  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  where  lie  is  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  and 
surgery;  Jesse  B.  is  married  and  follows  fanning 


in  Oklahoma;  William  was  a  physician,  but  is  now 
deceased. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Jlrs.  Dysert  have  l)eeii  l)o™  five 
children,  three  of  whom  are  yet  living.  The  eld- 
est, Annie,  born  March  11,  1857.  is  the  wife  of  Al- 
fred Woodruff,  a  resident  farmer  of  Union  County, 
Iowa;  Cora,  born  February  24,  1860,  became  the 
wife  of  Joseph  Stevenson,  and  died  March  16, 
1886;  Love  J.,  born  September  22,  1862,  gave  her 
hand  in  marriage  to  J.  Jennings,  a  resident  of  Da- 
kota; Alice,  born  December  10,  1864,  became  the 
wife  of  Isaac  N.  Hileman,  and  died  October  29, 
1891;  and  Jesse  W.,  born  November  6,  1867,  com- 
pletes the  family. 

Upon  their  marriage,  Mr.  Dysert  removed  with 
his  bride  to  McLean  County,  111.,  in  the  fall  of 
1855,  where  he  spent  two  years  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, and  then  in  1857  came  to  Ford  County,  locat- 
ing upon  the  farm  which  is  now  his  home.  He  here 
owns  a  neat  and  comfortable  home  and  well-tilled 
farm,  and  the  rich  and  fertile  fields  yield  to  him  a 
golden  tribute  for  his  care  and  cultivation.  His 
land  is  highl}'  improved,  and  he  is  regarded  as  one 
of  the  representative  agriculturists  of  this  commu- 
nity. He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church,  and  Mr.  Dysert  afliliates  with  the 
Democratic  party.  He  manifested  his  loyaltv  to  the 
Government  during  the  late  war  by  enlisting,  on 
the  26th  of  Sei)temlier.  1864.  as  a  member  of  Com- 
pany B,  P^ighth  Illinois  Infantry,  for  one  year's 
service,  and  was  honorably  discharged  on  the  6th 
of  October.  1865.  In  the  army  he  contracted  a 
disease  from  which  he  has  never  yet  recovered,  and 
now  receives  a  pension.  He  is  a  valued  citizen  of 
the  community,  and  takes  a  deep  interest  in  all  that 
pertains  to  the  general  welfare  or  lln^  advance- 
ment of  the  county. 

^  MLLIAM  II.  BOWEN,  a  dealer  in  grocer- 
\rJ//  ies,  queensware,  etc.,  in  Gibson  City, 
VW  and  a  son  of  Peter  C.  and  Mary  (Camp) 
Bowen,  was  born  December  12,  1852.  He  was 
reared  to  manhood  on  a  farm  and  received  his  lit- 
erary education  at  the  common  schools  of  his  dis- 
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trict.  In  McLean  County,  111.,  on  the  17th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1877.  Mr.  Bowen  was  uniterl  in  marriage  with 
Irena  Johnson,  a  native  of  Indiana,  and  they  have 
become  the  parents  of  one  child,  Charles  L. 

In  1878,  Mr.  Bowen  came  U>  this  county  and 
purchased  one  hundred  and  ten  acres  of  land  in 
Dix  Township,  at  ^14  per  .acre,  which  he  sold  in 
1891  at  §62.50,  thus  receiving  quite  a  profit.  Mr. 
Bowen  removed  to  Gibson  City  in  the  year  1881, 
and  clerked  for  Lewis  &  Oliver  for  a  short  time. 
He  then  served  in  the  saine  capacity  for  N.  B.  Tay- 
lor and  for  A.  Crabbs.  In  1885,  he  began  his 
present  business  on  his  own  account,  which  he  has 
carried  on  ever  since,  having  built  up  an  excellent 
trade.  He  has  become  a  successful  business  man, 
and  has  made  all  that  he  possesses  by  industry  and 
good  management. 

Mr.  Bowen  is  aRei)ublican  in  political  sentiment 
.and  takes  quite  an  active  part  in  the  promotion  of 
that  party.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  order.  Mr.  Bowen  is  well  de- 
serving mention  among  the  young'  business  men 
of  (iibson. 


i>^<m=^- 


"^^^Q), 


U)HN  SIIILTS,  one  of  the  extensive  land- 
owners of  the  county,  residing  on  section 
24,  Dix  Township,  is  a  native  of  Germany. 
He  w.as  born  in  Wittenburg,  May  22,  1847, 
and  is  a  son  of  Michael  and  Agatha  (Shoem.aker) 
Sliilts.  The  father  was  a  baker  bj'  trade.  In  1852, 
he  emigrated  with  his  family  to  America,  crossing 
the  Atlantic  in  a  sailing-vessel,  which,  after  a  voj"^- 
age  of  forty-eight  d.ays,  dropped  anchor  in  the 
harbor  of  New  York.  Mr.  Sliilts  continued  his 
journey  overland  to  Chicago,  and  finally  located 
in  Kane  County,  111.,  where  he  worked  as  a  day 
laborer  until  1857.  He  afterward  resided  in  Mont- 
gomery and  Bureau  Counties.  In  the  year  1867, 
he  came  to  Ford  County  and  purchased  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty  acres  of  Land  in  Dix  Township. 
This  he  afterward  sold  and  bought  one  hundred 
and  sixty  .acres  of  land  on  section  1.3,  Peach  Or- 
chard Township,  then  known  as  Dix  Township, 
where  he  made  his  home  until  his  death  in  1885. 


In  politics,  he  was  a  Democrat,  and  in  religious  be- 
lief was  a  Catholic.  His  wife,  who  was  a  member 
of  the  same  cliurcii,  had  l)een  called  to  her  final 
rest  in  1876. 

The  Shilts  family  numbered  eight  children: 
•John,  whose  name  heads  this  record;  Joseph,  a 
farmer  residing  in  Dix  Township;  Reuben,  a 
farmer  residing  in  lUireau  County,  111.;  INIary, 
wife  of  Robert  Underwood,  who  is  engaged  in 
agricultur.al  pursuits  in  Dix  Township;  Margaret, 
wife  of  Thomas  Underwood,  a  resident  farmer  of 
Peach  Orchard  Township;  and  Kate,  wife  of 
George  Morris,  of  Tacoma,  Wash.,  who  is  the 
youngest  of  the  family;  INIatthew,  who  m.akes 
his  home  with  John  Sliiltz;  and  Frank,  who  lives 
with  Robert  Undei'wood. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  .acquired  his  educa- 
tion in  the  district  schools,  which  he  attended  at 
intervals  until  twenty  years  of  age.  He  was  a  lad 
of  only  five  summers  when  he  came  with  the  fam- 
ily to  America.  He  remained  with  his  parents  until 
twenty-three  3'ears  of  age  and  then  began  farm- 
ing for  himself  on  rented  land.  In  1871,  he  was 
joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Hannah  McGee, 
daughter  of  George  and  Minerva  McGee,  and  unto 
them  have  been  born  seven  children:  Minerva 
and  Sybil,  both  deceased;  Nancy  J.;  Calvert  R., 
deceased;  Ida  May,  Stella  and  Elsie.  The  family 
have  a  pleasant  home  in  Dix  Township. 

In  1873,  Mr.  Shilts  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
land  on  section  24,  Dix  Township.  That  tract  of 
land  is  still  in  his  possession  and  he  made  it  his 
home  until  1891,  when  he  removed  to  his  present 
place  of  residence.  His  landed  possessions  now 
aggregate  three  hundred  and  thirty  acres,  two  hun- 
dred .and  eighty  of  which  are  in  Dix  Township  and 
a  flfty-aere  tract  in  AVall  Township.  He  carries 
on  general  farming  and  stock-raising  and  has  met 
with  excellent  success  in  his  business  dealings. 
His  land  is  well  cultivated  and  the  well-tilled  fields 
yield  to  him  a  golden  tribute  in  return  for  his 
care  and  cultivation.  He  is  now  numbered  among 
the  substantial  citizens  of  the  communitj'.  In  his 
political  affiliations,  he  is  a  Democrat  and  has  held 
the  otlices  of  School  Director  and  Road  .Supervisor. 
He  is  a  inember  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

Mrs.  Shilts  had  one  brother  .and  one  sister.   The 
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eldest  of  the  family,  Mrs.  Shilts,  was  l)orn  October 
12,  1852,  near  Pittshurgh,  Pa.;  slie  was  a  girl  of 
five  summers  when  her  parents  emigrated  to  Illi- 
nois. She  was  educated  in  the  common  schools. 
The  next  in  order  of  birth  was  Margaret,  wife  of 
John  Crawford,  a  resident  near  Abei-deen,  S. 
Dak.  He  is  a  farmer.  George  is  engaged  in  fann- 
ing in  Kansas,  and  is  marred  to  Miss  Mary  Lackey. 
Both  of  Mrs.  Siiills'  parents  arc  dead.  She  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  of  Elliott,  111., 
and  is  a  kind  and  genial  lady,  who  has  been  a  valu- 
able helpmate  to  her  husband.  She  giaphically 
tells  that  she  has  driven  her  cows,  when  a  girl  of 
fifteen,  over  the  site  of  Melvin,  when  not  a  house 
was  to  be  seen.  Elliott,  Gibson,  Melvin,  Sibley 
and  Roberts  were  not  known  when  Mrs.  Shilts  first 
removed  to  Ford  County. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shilts  are  truly  pioneer  citizens  of 
Ford  County,  and  their  excellent  life  sketch 
will  be  read  by  many  hundreds  of  the  present  citi- 
zens of  Ford  County  who  well  know  them  for  their 
sterling  worth  and  integrity. 


-!.{..{..{.  .5.1 
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^  OHN  I>.  BELL,  who  is  engaged  in  general 
farming  on  section  30,  Dix  Township,  is 
numbered  among  the  honored  pioneer  set- 
tlers of  the  county,  having  been  identified 
with  its  history  since  1857.  He  was  born  in  West- 
moreland, England,  November  22,  1811),  and  is  a 
son  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  Bell.  Our  subject  is 
the  eldest  of  their  children;  William  died  in  Law- 
rence, Mass.;  Elizabeth  is  also  deceased;  Thom.as 
died  on  reaching  manhood;  Sarah  is  the  wife  of 
David  Metcalf,  a  resident  farmer  of  Dix  Township; 
Samuel  is  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Wall 
Township;  Emma  is  the  wife  of  James  Mills,  a 
resident  of  Massachusetts;  and  one  child  died  in 
infancy. 

John  Bell,  whose  name  heads  this  sketch,  ac- 
quired a  common-school  education  in  his  native 
land  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  was  apprenticed 
for  seven  years  to  learn  the  trade  of  tailoring  and 
upholstering.  He  served  the  entire  term  and  be- 
came an  excellent  workman  in  that  line.     When  a 


3'oung  man  of  twent3-four  years,  he  determined  to 
try  his  fortune  in  America,  of  whose  advantages 
and  privileges  he  had  heaid  such  favorable  re- 
ports. In  1841,  he  sailed  from  Liverpool,  the 
vessel  dropping  anchor  In  the  harbor  of  New  York 
after  a  voyage  of  thirty  days.  His  first  location 
was  made  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  where  he  secured 
a  position  in  a  calico-printing  factory.  After 
five  years  spent  in  that  line,  he  removed  to  Globe 
Village,  Tiverton,  R.  I.,  where  he  was  engaged  as 
clerk  and  time-keeper  until  1857.  Immigrating  to 
the  West,  he  theu  became  a  resident  of  what  was 
then  Vermilion,  but  is  now  Ford,  County.  Pur- 
ciiaslng  seventy  acres  of  railroad  land,  he  began 
the  development  of  a  farm,  upon  which  he  has 
since  resided.  His  nearest  trading  point  in  those 
days  was  Prospect  City,  or  Paxton,  as  it  is  now 
called.  His  land  was  still  in  its  primitive  condi- 
tion, but  his  energy  and  industry  have  transformed 
it  into  a  rich  and  fertile  farm. 

On  the  14th  of  May,  1846,  Mr.  Bell  wedded 
Miss  Alice  Sunderland,  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Nancy  (Slocum)  Sunderland.  Six  children  have 
been  born  unto  them:  Samuel,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; Elizaljeth,  wife  of  William  Lewis;  James, 
who  died  in  1878;  William  A.  D.,  a  resident  of 
Idaho;  George,  who  follows  farming  and  resides 
with  his  parents  on  the  old  homestead;  and  one 
child  who  died  in  infancy. 

During  the  late  war,  Mr.  Bell  lesiionded  to  the 
country's  call  for  troops,  enlisting  on  the  30th  of 
December,  1863,  as  a  private  in  the  Chicago  Mer- 
cantile Battery.  His  first  active  engagement  was 
at  Sabine  Cross  Roads,  after  whicli  he  partlciitated 
in  many  other  battles  and  skirmishes.  On  the 
close  of  the  war,  he  received  his  discharge,  July  9, 
1865,  and  returned  to  his  home,  since  whicli  lime 
he  has  been  engaged  in  carrying  on  general  farming. 
As  a  result  of  the  exposure  and  hardshii)s  of  army 
life,  he  lost  the  sight  of  one  eye.  He  has  led  a  Inisy, 
useful  life,  yet  has  found  time  to  devote  to  public 
interests.  He  served  as  the  first  Clerk  of  Dix  Town- 
ship, and  held  the  olHce  for  sixteen  years.  He 
was  also  Highway  Commissioner,  Constable,  Col- 
lector, Assessor,  and  was  one  of  the  first  School 
Trustees.  The  duties  of  these  various  offices 
were  ever  discharged  with  promptness  and  fidelity. 
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and  he  is  always  true  to  every  trust  reposed  in 
him.  In  politics,  he  is  a  stanch  advocate  of  Repub- 
lican principles,  and,  socially,  he  is  a  member  of 
Lott  Post  No.  70,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Gibson.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  are  Christian  people  and  attend  the 
Presbvterian  Church. 


,EORGE  M.  WOODIUTRN,  who  owns  and 
operates  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of 
land  on  section  28,  Dix  Township,  where 
he  has  made  his  home  for  thirteen  years,  was  born 
in  Richland  Couut^^,  Ohio,  near  ]\Ianstield,  on  the 
24th  of  May,  1838.  His  parents  were  William  .S. 
and  Sarah  (Maxwell)  Woodburn,  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania. They  emigrated  from  the  Keystone 
State  to  Illinois  in  1857,  making  the  journey  by 
team,  and  located  in  Woodford  County,  where  Mr. 
Woodburn  resided  until  his  death.  He  passed 
away  February  18,  1877,  and  his  wife  died  July 
27,  1874.  They  had  a  family  of  eight  children: 
Agnes,  wife  of  Henry  Ledgewood;  Charles,  a  farmer 
residing  near  Forest,  111.;  Mary,  deceased,  wife  of 
Marion  Acres;  George  M.  of  this  sketch;  James  E. 
deceased;  Jennie,  deceased,  wife  of  Henry  Wilson; 
Matthew,  a  farmer  residing  in  Kansas;  and  Maggie,' 
who  died  in  infancy'.  • 

AVe  now  take  up  the  personal  historj'  of  ]Mr. 
AVoodburn  of  this  sketch,  who  is  a  rei)resentative 
citizen  of  the  community.  His  education  was  ac- 
quired in  the  district  schools  of  Ohio  and  he  was 
reared  upon  his  father's  farm,  but  wishing  to  fol- 
low some  other  pursuit,  he  learned  the  carpenter's 
trade.  He  was  still  under  the  parental  roof,  how- 
ever, at  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  war.  About 
August  14,  1862,  he  donned  the  blue  and  marched 
to  the  front  as  a  private  of  Company  C,  Seventy- 
seventh  Illinois  Infantry.  He  was  mustered  into 
service  at  Peoria,  and  with  his  regiment  went  South, 
participating  in  the  battle  of  Yazoo  Swamps,  first 
attack  on  Vicksburg,  siege  and  capture  of  Vicks- 
burg  and  Milliken  Bend;  he  w.as  on  the  Red  River 
campaign;  was  on  the  campaign  through  Alabama, 
and  on  the  expedition  to  Schreveport,  during  which 


he  was  in  the  battle  of  Sabine  Cross  Roads.  He 
also  participated  in  many  other  engagements  and 
skirmishes  and  at  the  close  of  the  war  was  honora- 
bly discharged,  August,  1865. 

When  the  country  no  longer  needed  his  .services, 
Mr.  Woodburn  returned  to  the  North  and  resumed 
work  on  the  old  homestead  farm  in  Woodford 
Count}',  where  he  remained  until  his  marriage.  On 
the  19th  of  November,  1871,  he  w.as  joined  in 
wedlock  with  Miss  Martha  AUender,  a  daughter  of 
William  B.  and  Mary  J.  AUender.  Their  union 
has  been  blessed  with  five  children,  four  of  whom 
are  yet  living:  Godfrey  F.,  Alleuder,  Alta  ,ind 
Mabel;  Myrtle,  the  second  child,  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Woodburn  continued  to  reside  in  Woodford 
County  until  1877,  when  he  came  to  Ford  County. 
He  purchased  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land 
in  Dix  Townshi[),  upon  which  he  has  made  his 
home  since  1879,  and  the  boundaries  of  wiiich  he  has 
extended  until  now  two  hundred  .and  eighty  acres 
of  arable  land  ji.ay  tribute  lo  his  care  and  cultiva- 
tion. The  entire  farm  is  well  improved  and  is  one 
of  the  desirable  country  pl.aces  of  the  township. 
Its  neat  appearance  is  an  index  to  the  character  of 
the  owner,  who  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  enterpris- 
ing, progressive  and.  representative  agriculturists 
of  the  comnuuiity.  In  politics,  he  votes  with  the 
Republican  party.  His  army  record  is  one  of 
which  he  may  well  be  proud  and  his  entire  life  has 
been  well  and  worthily  spent. 


e^+^i 


^^A  APT.  LEMUEL    NEWTON    BISHOP,  one 

(l(  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Ford  County,  was 

^^^  born  in  Clarke  County,  Ohio,  January  14, 
1825,  and  is  a  son  of  .lohn  and  Nancy  (Welsh) 
Bishop.  The  father  w.as  born  in  Lc)udoun  County, 
Va.,  on  his  father's  plantation,  where  the  battle  of 
Bull  Run  was  afterward  fought,  and  his  people  all 
belonged  to  the  Society  of  Friends.  The  mother 
was  a  native  of  Fauquier  County,  the  same  State, 
where  they  were  married,  and  then  emigrated  to 
Ohio,  about  the  year  1807,  settling  in  Clarke 
County,  where  was  then  .an  almost  unbroken 
wilderness.       In    1830,     the    parents    removed    to 
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Champaign  County,  Ohio,  wliere  they  passed  their 
last  (lays,  respected  by  all  who  knew  them.  Their 
home  was  the  abode  of  hospitality  and  there  tiie 
pioneer  preachers  always  enjoyed  a  liearty  welcome, 
and  the  use  of  the  house  as  a  place  of  worsliip. 
Mr.  Bishop,  who  was  an  ardent  Democrat  in  politi- 
cal sentiment,  died  in  1842,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two 
years.  The  mother  survived  her  husband  about 
ten  years,  passing  away  in  1852,  when  sixty-six 
years  of  age.  In  their  family  were  twelve  children, 
of  whom  only  three  are  now  living. 

Our  subject  is  the  eleventh  child  in  order  of 
birth  and  was  reared  to  manhood  in  the  usual 
manner  of  farmer  bo3fS  and  attended  the  old-time 
log  sehoolho\ise,  where  he  received  his  primary 
education.  Tliis  was  supplemented  b^'  a  course  at 
a  select  school,  and,  being  an  apt  pupil,  lie  acquired 
a  good  practical  education.  At  the  age  of  sixteen 
years,  he  began  learning  the  carpenter's  trade, 
serving  an  apprenticeship  of  three  years,  receiving 
as  a  compensation  for  his  labors  $6  per  month  and 
board.  Having  completed  his  trade,  he  turned  his 
attention  to  farming,  and  on  the  breaking  out  of 
the  Mexican  War  prepared  to  leave  for  the  front, 
but,  learning  that  Ohio's  quota  was  full,  he  again 
resumed  business. 

On  the  8th  of  July,  1847,  Capt.  Bishop  was  un- 
ited in  marriage  with  Elsie  A.,  daughter  of  Isaac 
B.  and  Saraii  (Steere)  Bradford.  The  former,  a  na- 
tive of  Rhode  Island,  was  a  grandson  of  Gov. 
William  Bradford,  of  Massachusetts.  The  mother 
of  Mrs.  Bishop  was  also  born  in  Rhode  Island,  and 
was  descended  from  Quaker  stock.  In  1831,  Mr. 
Bradford  moved  to  Champaign  County,  Ohio,  and 
twenty  years  later  went  to  Van  Buren  County, 
Iowa,  where  he  was  called  from  this  life  when 
about  the  age  of  seven ty-flve  years,  but  his  wife 
was  some  seventy-eight  years  of  age  at  the  time  of 
her  death.  They  were  among  the  highly  respected 
citizens  of  the  community  where  they  resided,  and 
were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  two  of  wiiom 
are  still  living  at  the  present  writing.  Mrs.  Bishop 
is  tlie  youngest  of  their  family  and  was  born  in 
Rhode  Island,  on  the  21st  of  February,  182G. 

Mr.  Bishop  went  with  a  company  to  California 
in  1850,  going  by  water  as  far  as  Kansas  City,  and 
then  proceeding  by   wagons.      Having  continued 


to  the  sink  of  the  Ilumbdldt  Uiver,  their  teams  be- 
ing greatly  reduced,  they  threw  aside  their  wagons 
and  everything  not  absolutely  necessarj'.  Pack- 
ing their  goods  on  their  animals,  they  went  on  to 
Nevada  Citj',  where  they  arrived  after  one  hun- 
dred and  four  days  of  travel  over  the  plains.  At 
one  time,  they  lived  three  days  on  rice  and  dried 
apples.  After  mining  for  a  time,  Mr.  Bishop  was 
taken  with  rheumatism  and  so  returned  home  by  the 
Panama  route,  having  been  absent  fourteen  months. 
The  same  year,  1851,  he  came  to  McLean  County, 
111.,  and  engaged  in  merchandising  at  Leroy  for 
some  live  years,  after  which  he  earned  on  a  farm 
for  two  j^ears  and  again  sold  goods  in  Sa^brook 
for  about  the  same  length  of  time.  Having  pur- 
chased a  farm  of  two  hundred  and  forty-eight  acres 
near  the  latter  place,  he  moved  thereon  in  1860. 

On  the  9th  of  August,  1862,  Mr.  Bishop  enlisted 
as  a  private  for  the  late  war.  The  company  to 
which  he  belonged  was  to  join  the  Ninety-fourth 
Illinois  Infantry,  but  it  had  a  full  quota  of  captains 
and  the  members  refuged  to  join  any  regiment  un- 
less Mr.  Bishop  could  be  their  captain.  They  then 
proposed  to  join  the  One  Hundred  and  Seventh 
Uegiment,  but  it  too  had  a  full  corps  of  olhcers.  The 
company  lacked  twenty  men  of  having  enough  to 
form,  so  Mr.  Bishop  went  over  the  State  recruiting. 
Several  of  his  company  were  taken  from  jails,  but 
made  good  soldiers.  On  the  3()th  of  September, 
1862,  his  company  was  mustered  into  the  service 
as  Company  F,  One  Hundred  and  Sixteenth  Illinois 
Infantry  and  he  was  chosen  captain.  They  jtiined 
the  Fifteenth  Array  Corps  at  Memphis,  Tenn.,  and 
he  led  his  coniiiauy  in  the  battle  of  Haines  Bluff 
and  in  the  capture  of  Arkansas  Post,  but  resigned, 
April  12,  1863,  on  account  of  tlisability.  While 
tearing  up  a  railroad  west  of  Vicksburg,  he  re- 
ceived injuries  from  which  he  has  never  recovered. 

Returning  to  McLean  County,-  he  engaged  in 
farming  for  a  short  time,  then  moved  to  Leroy, 
where  he  lived  until  1870.  Returning  to  his  old 
home  in  Ohio,  he  ran  a  dairy  for  the  five  succeed- 
ing years.  Capt.  Bisho))  came  to  De  Witt  County, 
111.,  in  1875  and  engaged  in  farming  for  a  year, 
and  then  removed  to  Champaign  County  and  en- 
gaged in  the  same  occupation.  In  1890,  he  came 
to  Gibson  City,  where  he  still   resides,  being  en- 
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gaged  in  fruit-growing.  In  politics,  he  is  independ- 
ent and  is  one  of  tlie  enterprising  and  progressive 
citizens  of  the  place. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bishop  have  been  born  eleven 
children,  six  sons  and  five  daughters,  seven  of 
whom  are  still  living:  Sarah  Z.,  wife  of  G.  W.  15. 
.Johnson,  of  Gibson  C'it}';  Stephen  A.  D.  resides  in 
Fairlield,  Iowa;  LaDelle  B.,  wife  of  J.  W.  Ander- 
son, resides  near  IMattoon,  III.;  Albert  N.  resides  in 
Bonaparte,  Iowa;  Nannie  K.,  a  teacher  of  De  Witt 
County,  111.;  Lillie  M.,  wife  of  .I.Cornelius,  resides 
in  Champaign  County,  111.;  and  Minnie,  a  teacher 
of  Paxton,  now  of  (Gibson,  III. 


-^i 
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AMES  McBRIDE,  a  retired  farmer  and 
jjrominent  citizen  of  Brenton  Township, 
now  living  in  Piper  City,  is  a  native  of  the 
Emerald  Isle.  He  was  born  in  County  An- 
trim, .January  12,  1842, and  is  a  son  of  Robert  and 
Ruth  (Kirker)  McBride,  who  were  natives  of  the 
same  locality.  In  1843,  the  parents  sailed  from 
Belfast  to  New  York,  and  made  a  location  in  Bel- 
m(mt  County,  Ohio,  where  they  spent  the  remain- 
der of  their  lives  upon  a  farm.  The  mother  died 
July  3,  1857,  and  the  death  of  the  father  occurred 
March  5,  18G1.  He  was  a  good  business  man,  and 
won  a  comfortable  comi)Clence.  In  politics,  he  was 
a  stanch  Democrat,  and  his  wife  was  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  They  had  a  family  of 
seven  children:  Gilbert,  who  resides  in  Belmont 
County,  Ohio;  Mrs.  Sarah  Finney,  wlio  is  living  in 
the  Buckeye  State;  John,  a  resident  of  Paw  Paw, 
Lee  Count}',  III.;  Robert  A.,  who  is  living  near 
Mendota;  Alex,  a  jn'ominent  attorney  at  law,  and 
a  wealthy  citizen  of  New  York  City;  James,  of  this 
sketch;  and  Rebecca  J.,  who  died  in  Ohio,  in  1871. 
She  was  born  after  her  parents  came  to  this  coun- 
try. 

Our  subject  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth  in  the  Buckeye  State,  where  he  worked  upon 
the  farm  during  the  summer  months,  and  in  the 
winter  season  attended  the  common  schools  of  the 
neighborhood.  In  August,  1802,  he  responded  to 
the  call  for  troops,  and  enlisted  in  Company  B, 


Ninety-eighth  Ohio  Infantrj',  which  was  organized 

at  Steubenville,  on  the  6th  of  the  month,  and  went 
into  camp  on  the  12th.  The  troops  participated 
in  an  engagement  near  Lexington,  Ky.,  afterward 
helped  fortify  Louisville,  and  were  in  the  hottest 
of  the  flglit  at  Perryville.  By  boat  they  went  to 
Nashville,  participated  in  the  second  battle  of  Ft. 
Donelson,  Chickamauga  and  Chattanooga.  They 
also  went  to  Atlanta,  fought  at  Resaca,  Kenesaw 
Mountain,  Peach  Orchard  and  at  Marietta,  Ga., 
and  went  with  Sherman  on  the  celebrated  march 
to  the  sea.  After  Lee's  surrender,  Mr.  McBride 
marched  in  the  Grand  Review  in  AV.ashington,  and 
was  mustered  out  in  that  city  on  the  25th  of  June, 
1865.  He  was  a  faithful  soldier,  ever  true  to  the 
cause  under  whose  banner  he  had  enlisted. 

On  his  return  from  the  war,  Mr.  McBride  worked 
on  a  farm  near  the  old  homestead  until  November, 
when  he  came  to  Illinois.  He  located  in  Mendota, 
and  in  September,  1868,  came  to  Ford  County, 
where  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Brenton 
Township.  He  is  now  one  of  the  extensive  land- 
owners of  the  county,  his  possessions  aggregating 
eight  hundred  and  ninety-two  acres,  four  hundred 
and  eighty  of  whicli  are  in  one  body.  Upon  the 
home  farm  he  resided  for  fourteen  years,  and  made 
it  one  of  the  valualile  places  of  the  community,  its 
many  improvements  standing  as  monuments  to  his 
thrift  and  enterprise.  In  connection  with  general 
farming,  he  engaged  quite  extensively  in  stock- 
raising,  and  was  very  successful  in  that  line. 

Mr.  McBride  was  married  on  the  4th  of  March, 
1869,  in  Medina  County,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Clarilda 
Strank,  a  native  of  that  county.  They  have  four 
children:  Celestia  May,  wife  of  Hugh  Hawthorne, 
who  resides  near  Thawville;  Sarah,  Jessie  W.,  and 
Orville  F.,  deceased.  The  children  were  born  and 
reared  in  Ford  County,  and  accpiired  their  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools.  The  mother  departed 
this  life  on  the  12th  of  April,  1890,  and  was  buried 
in  Brenton  Cemeterj'.  Her  death  was  deeply 
mourned,  for  she  had  many  friends  throughout  the 
comniunity. 

Mr.  McBride  has  made  his  home  in  Piper  City 
since  March,  1892.  He  voted  for  Abraham  Lin- 
coln while  in  the  army,  but  has  since  been  a  Demo- 
crat, often  serving  as  an  influential  delegate  to  his 
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party  conventions.  Socially,  be  is  a  member  of 
the  Granrl  .\rmy  I'ost.  lie  has  never  sought  or 
desired  pulilieollice,  preferring  to  devote  his  entire 
time  and  attention  to  his  business  interests  which 
he  has  followed  with  signal  success.  Ho  has  worked 
his  way  upward  from  a  liumble  position  to  one  of 
affluence,  and  his  example  in  many  respects  is  well 
worthv  of  emulatit)n. 


<S^  DWAIJD  A'AN  STEENBERGII,  one  of  the 
fe  most  prominent  citizens  of  Lyman  Town- 
I*' — -^'  shii),  wlio,  since  1871,  has  been  identified 
with  the  growth  and  upbuilding  of  Ford  County, 
was  born  in  Ulster  County,  N.  Y.,  on  the  banks  of 
the  Hudson,  November  25,  1814,  and  is  the  ninth 
in  a  familj'of  twelve  children,  nine  sons  and  three 
daughters,  but  he  has  only  two  sisters  now  living: 
Sally  C,  widow  of  Christopher  Crumb,  an  agri- 
culturist of  Ulster  County,  N.  Y.;  and  Matilda, 
widow  of  Walter  Cook,  residing  in  Ulster  County. 
The  parents  were  Cornelius  and  Alida  (Wreight- 
meyer)  Van  Steenbergh.  The  father  was  born  on 
the  Hudson,  in  Ulster  County,  March  25,  1774,  and 
learned  the  trade  of  scythe  making  when  a  young 
man  but  was  reared  as  a  farmer.  His  father  and 
uncles  were  Revolutionary  heroes.  He  was  an  old- 
line  Wiiig  in  politics  and  a  stanch  advocate  of 
temperance  principles.  He  died  June  29,  1846. 
His  wife  was  born  in  Ulster  County,  March  17, 
1778,  and  departed  this  life  February  4, 1859.  The 
parents  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Church 
and  were  highly  resiiected  people. 

Our  subject  Spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth  in  the  count}'  of  his  nativity  and  in  early 
life  learned  the  bluestone-cutting  trade  but  has 
made  farming  his  principal  pursuit.  He  was  mar- 
ried, June  4,  1840,  to  Miss  Maria  F.  Davis,  a  native 
of  Ulster  County,  and  unto  them  were  born  seven 
sons  and  a  daughter,  and,  with  the  exce|)tion  of 
one  son,  all  are  yet  living:  Isaac,  wlio  is  married 
and  resides  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  is  a  custom-liouse 
officer,  having  been  appointed  by  President  Hayes. 
He  served  his  country  faithfully  throughout  tlie 
30 


late  war,  enlisting  as  a  private  but  was  mustered 
out  as  Captain.  He  was  Color-bearer  at  the  battles 
of  Antietam  and  Gettysburg  and  participated  in 
the  engagements  at  Lookout  Mountain,  Missionary 
Ridge,  the  Wilderness,  Ringgold,  Ga.,  Atlanta, 
Peach  Tree  Creek,  Rome,  and  the  celebrated  march 
to  the  sea.  He  was  also  present  at  tlie  Grand  Re- 
view in  Washington,  one  of  the  most  magnificent 
military  pageants  on  record.  He  is  a  stalwart 
Republican  and  has  served  as  a  Supervisor  in 
Ulster  County,  N.  Y.  Himself  and  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Church.  William,  the  next 
child,  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen  months.  Samuel 
is  married  and  is  a  prominent  grain  and  coal-dealer 
and  farmer  at  Oriska,  Barnes  County,  N.  Dak. 
Wesley,  a  successful  farmer,  is  married  and  resides 
in  Barnes  County.  Nathan  Rice  is  f  stone-cutter 
of  Ulster,  N.  Y.,  and  was  emplo^-ed  on  the  State 
Capitol  in  Albany.  He  is  also  married.  Janie  is 
the  wife  of  Ira  S.  Angevine,  an  architectural  de- 
signer of  New  York  City.  Thomas  is  married  and 
is  a  successful  farmer  of  Barnes  County,  N.  Dak. 
Benson  is  a  farmer  residing  with  his  family  near 
Jackson,  Madison  Count}',  Tenn.  The  mother  was 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  Cliurcli,  and  died 
March  21,  1870. 

Mr.  Van  Steenbergh  was  again  married,  March  7, 
1871,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Emily  M. 
Smith,  a  native  of  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  born  in 
October,  1829.  She  was  a  most  estimable  lady,  and, 
prior  to  lier  marriage,  was  a  successful  school 
teacher.  She  died  October  20,  1889,  and  her  re- 
mains are  interred  at  Will  wick  Cemetery,  Kingston, 
N.  Y.,  where  a  beautiful  monument  marks  her  last 
resting-place.  Mr.  ^^an  Steenbergli  now  resides  at 
his  beautiful  home  near  Roberts,  and  is  one  of  the 
honored  citizens  of  Ford  County.  When  he  first 
came  to  this  country  in  18()7,  he  i)urchased  a  half 
section  of  raw  prairie  land,  ail  uuimpn>ved,  and 
in  1870  he  bought  a  tract  of  eighty  acres,  tiie 
present  site  of  his  home.  Upon  it  was  a  small 
house,  which  has  been  replaced  by  a  cummodious 
and  beautiful  residence,  while  good  barns  and 
other  outbuildings  have  been  erected,  such  as  are 
foiuid  on  a  model  farm.  He  is  now  the  owner  of 
four  hundred  acres  of  valuable  land,  which  yields 
to  him  a  handsome  income.     For  some  years  he  has 
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been  actively  engagcrl  in  sliipiiing  liay  to  New  Or- 
leans, New  York,  Chicago,  Springfield  and  Cairo, 
and  the  volnnie  of  his  business  is  great.  AVlien 
he  started  out  in  life  for  himself,  he  worked  at  112 
])er  month,  and  to  the  high  position  he  now  occu- 
pies, h(^  has  climbed  unaided. 

Mr.  Van  Steenbergh  cast  his  first  Presidential 
vote  for  AVilliain  Henry  Harrison,  and  suiiiiorted 
tiie  Whig  party  until  the  org.anization  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  of  which  he  has  since  been  a  stal- 
wart advocate.  He  has  served  for  years  as  a 
Director  of  the  public  schools  and  has  done  all  in 
his  i)ower  for  the  advancement  of  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion. He  is  a  stalwart  advocate  of  temperance  prin- 
ciples, and  is  a  member  of  the  iSIethodist  P^i)iscopal 
Church,  in  which  he  served  as  Trustee.  He  has 
given  liberally  of  his  means  to  its  support  and  also 
to  charitable  and  benevolent  interests,  and  liis  aid 
is  never  withheld  from  any  enterprise  cnlculated  to 
benefit  the  community  or  promote  the  general 
welfare.  Mr.  Van  Steenbergh  is  now  over  seventy- 
five  years  of  age,  but  is  as  hale  and  hearty  as  a  man 
in  middle  life.  He  can  read  without  glasses,  his 
memory  is  excellent  and  he  is  an  entertaining  con- 
versationalist. He  has  a  station  riglit  within  three 
liundred  feet  of  his  barn,  where  he  does  his  ship- 
ping. 
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aHRIST  RIERSON,  a  leading  and  intluential 
farmer  of  Dix  Township,  who  owns  one 
'  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  on  section 
28,  is  a  native  of  Norway,  his  birth  having  oc- 
curred on  the  2d  of  July,  1832.  His  i^^ii'^uts, 
Richard  and  Annie  (Larson)  Rierson,  were  both 
born  in  the  same  province,  where  they  spent  their 
entire  lives.  The  father  died  in  1875  and  the 
mother  passed  away  the  same  year.  They  were 
both  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  Their 
family  numbered  nine  children:  Lewis,  a  sailor 
residing  in  Norway;  Oscar,  who  operates  the  old 
home  farm  in  his  native  land;  Peter,  an  agricul- 
turist of  Story  County,  Iowa;  Olie,  a  farmer  resid- 
ing in  Fillmore  County,  Minn.;  Christ  of  this 
sketch;  Thomas  E.,  a  resident  farmer  of  Livington 


County,  TIL;  Amos,  a  blacksmith  who  follows  his 
trade  in  La  Salle  County;  and  Helle,  wife  of  Henr3' 
Henderson,  of  Norway. 

Our  subject  attended  school  in  his  native  land 
until  about  fourteen  years  of  age,  when  he  was 
bound  out  as  an  apprentice  to  a  shoemaker  and 
followed  that  trade  until  he  came  to  America.  In 
1857,  he  crossed  the  broad  Atlantic  on  a  sailing- 
vessel.  His  first  location  was  made  in  Otter  Creek, 
La  Salle  County,  HI.,  and  for  three  years  he  earned 
his  livelihood  by  working  as  a  farm  hand  by  the 
month.  He  then  engaged  in  operating  rented  land 
from  18G0  until  18C7.  In  the  si)ring  of  18(J8,  he 
came  to  Ford  County  and  settled  in  Dix  Town- 
ship, on  the  farm  where  he  now  resides.  He  first 
purchased  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land 
on  section  28,  to  which  he  has  since  added  a  forty- 
acre  tract.  The  rich  and  fertile  fields  are  well 
tilled  and  the  many  improvements  upon  the  place 
indicate  the  owner  to  be  one  of  the  progressive 
and  substantial  citizens  of  the  communit3^  For 
almost  a  quarter  of  a  century  h(;  has  here  carried 
on  general  farming  and  in  his  business  dealings 
has  met  with  good  success. 

In  the  autumn  of  1860,  Mr.  Rierson  wedded 
Miss  Isabella  Knudson,  daughter  of  Knud  and 
Annie  (Johnson)  Knudson.  They  have  become 
the  parents  of  a  family  of  ten  children:  Annie, 
who  is  the  wife  of  IMichael  Peterson,  a  merchant 
residing  in  Elliott;  Richard,  who  died  in  infancy; 
Carrie,  deceased;  Josie,  wife  of  Michael  Yeager,  a 
resident  farmer  of  Dix  Township;  C'hristina,  C'elia, 
Sarah,  Richard,  Lena,  and  Carrie.  Miss  Sarah 
Rierson  is  one  of  the  successful  teachers  of  Ford 
County;  Miss  Carrie  is  taking  instrumental  music. 
In  politics,  Mr.  Rierson  is  a  Republican,  and,  in 
religious  belief,  he  and  his  wife  are  Lutherans.  He 
is  a  worthy  citizen  of  the  community  and  well  de- 
serves representation  in  this  volume. 

Mrs.  Rierson 's  parents  are  both  deceased.  The 
father  died  in  Norway  and  the  mother  in  America. 
Her  father  was  a  boot  and  shoe  maker  by  trade  and 
a  farmer  by  occupation.  Her  girlhood  days  were 
spent  in  her  native  land  and  she  was  educated  in 
her  native  tongue.  She  was  a  young  lady  when 
she  came  to  America.  She  has  been  a  faithful  and 
valuable  helpmate  to  her  husband  during  thirty- 
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two  years  of  married  life,  sharing  the  joys  and 
sorrows  of  life.  She  had  three  brothers  and  six 
sisters,  of  whom  four  are  living,  including  JNhs. 
Rierson.  Julia  I'esides  in  Norway  and  was  married 
to  John  Uderson,  wlio  is  now  deceased;  Knud  is 
married,  resides  in  Livingston  County  and  is  a 
farmer;  Ole  resides  in  Norway  and  is  married; 
Mrs.  Rierson  is  next  in  order  of  birtli. 


I  '      I    'I  <iT<-^'^<. 


■^OHNJOOS,  a  veteran  of  the  late  war.  and 
one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  Dix  Town- 
shii),  residing  on  section  28,  claims  (Germany 

as   the    land    of    his    birth.     lie    was    Iiurn 

August  12,  1842,  in  Wurtemberg,  and  is  a  son  of 
John  and  Regina  (Schueler)  Joos,  botli  natives  of 
Germany.  Th^y  were  married  in  1840,  and  sliortly 
after  the  birth  of  our  subject,  crossed  the  broad 
'Atlantic  to  America.  Thej^  landed  in  New  Yorlv 
City,  from  wlieuce  they  went  to  Milwauliee,  Wis., 
where  the  father  engaged  in  general  labor  for  a 
few  years.  He  then  turned  his  attention  to  farm- 
ing, which  business  he  followed  for  fifteen  years. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  period,  he  again  located 
in  Milwaukee,  where  he  made  his  home  until  his 
death  in  March,  1886.  His  wife  is  still  living  and 
is  a  resident  of  Kankakee,  111.  Unto  them  was 
born  a  family  of  five  children,  the  eldest  of  whom, 
Mary,  is  deceased;  John  comes  next;  Matthew  and 
Andrew,  who  live  in  Kankakee,  111.;  and  Annie, 
who  is  deceased. 

Our  subject  acciuired  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  but  his  advantages  were  very  limited. 
He  started  out  in  life  for  himself  when  only  nine 
and  a  half  j'ears  of  age.  By  working  on  a  farm 
by  the  month,  he  earned  his  livelihood  until  nine- 
teen years  of  age,  l)ut  he  laid  aside  all  business 
considerations  on  tiie  breaking  out  of  the  late  war 
and  enlisted  as  a  private  for  three  years'  service. 
Joining  the  boys  in  blue  of  Company  C,  Twenty- 
seventh  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  he  participated  in 
the  .siege  of  Vicksburg  and  the  battles  of  Moliiie 
and  Jackson,  Ala.,  and  many  other  engagements  of 
lesser  importance.  He  was  once  wounded  by  a 
minie  ball  in  the  right  arm  iust  below  the  elbow. 


After  his  term  of  service  had  expired,  Mr.  Joos 
was  honorably  discliarged,  August  29,  1865,  and 
returned  to  the  North.  He  again  worked  u|)on  a 
farm  for  six  years.  With  the  money  saved  from 
his  earnings,  he  then  purchased,  in  186'J,  the  farm 
upon  which  he  has  since  resided.  It  is  a  three 
liundred  and  twenty  acre  tract  of  valuable  land 
and  is  one  of  tlie  finest  farms  of  the  town- 
ship. Its  well-tilled  fields  and  many  imi)rovements 
indicate  the  thrift  and  enterprise  of  the  ownea', 
and  the  neat  appearance  of  tlie  place  attests  tlie 
supervision  of  a  careful  manager. 

On  the  loth  of  November,  1870,  Mr.  Joos  was 
joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Abigail  Bracken,  a 
daughter  of  James  and  Mary  (Wright)  Bracken, 
natives  of  Kentucky.  Five  children  have  been 
born  of  their  union,  as  follows:  Flora,  now  the 
wife  of  J.  C.  Fitzpatrick,  a  resident  of  Guthrie,  111.; 
Minnie  E.,  John  W.  and  Harry  E.,  at  home,  and 
one  who  died  in  infancy.  The  members  of  the 
family,  rank  liigh  in  social  circles  in  which  they 
move  and  the  hospitable  doors  of  the  Joos  home 
are  ever  open  for  the  many  friends  of  the  family. 
In  politics,  Mr.  Joos  is  a  Democrat,  and  he  cast 
his  first  Presidential  vote  for  the  Martyr  President, 
A.  Lincoln.  He  enlisted  during  the  Civil  War, 
and  the  first  engagement  in  which  he  took  jiart 
was  at  Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  famous  Gen.  Bank's  expedition  up  the  Red 
River,  and  took  part  in  many  other  engagements. 
He  was  a  faithful  soldier  during  his  term  of  enlist- 
ment, and  endured  many  of  the  hardships  of  a 
soldier's  life.  He  was  placed  in  the  hospital  at 
Columbus,  Ky.,  for  rheumatism,  caused  by  ex- 
[)Osure.  He  was  confined-  there  for  three  weeks. 
From  there  he  was  ready  for  the  famous  siege  of 
Vicksburg,  and  was  present  at  the  entire  siege. 
After  that  he  was  ordered  to  Helena,  Ark.,  and 
from  there  to  the  siege  of  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  and 
then  was  in  the  expedition  up  the  Red  River.  He 
was  wounded  in  the  right  arm  by  a  mInie  ball 
during  the  Bank's  expedition.  At  Mobile,  Ala., 
he  was  in  the  skirmisli  line  in  front  of  tlie  rifle  jiits 
bv  the  rebel  forts  and  he  was  struck  a  glancing 
shot  on  the  left  cheek  li^'a  bullet,  which  was  a  close 
call.  He  was  never  ca|)tured  during  liis  enlistment 
nor  ever  was  in  the  guard  house,  which   shows  his 
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faitlifiil  service.  His  army  life  took  him  in  Ihe 
following  States:  Arkansas,  Kentueky,  Florida, 
Mississippi,  Texas,  Indian  Territory,  Missouri, 
Louisiana,  Alabama,  and  Tennessee.  He  was  at 
Brownsville,  Tex.,  when  he  was  honorably  mustered 
out  of  the  United  States  service. 

Mrs.  .Joos'  girlhood  days  were  siient  in  Meuard 
County,  where  she  was  born  May  27,  1852.  She 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools.  There  were 
eleven  in  the  family,  four  sons  and  seven  daugh- 
ters, of  whom  there  are  nine  living.  Hettie  E., 
wife  of  John  Dudley,  a  resident  of  Misstmn;  .lane, 
wife  of  William  Hutchison,  a  resident  of  Missouri; 
Sarah,  wife  of  Layton  Rice,  resides  in  Illinois; 
Emma,  wife  of  .John  Piielps,  resides  in  Jlissouri; 
Mrs.  .Joos  is  the  next  of  tlie  daughters;  .Tacob  L., 
a  resident  of  Missouri,  is  married;  AVilliam,  a  res- 
ident of  Menard  County;  Robert,  a  resident  of 
Kansas,  is  married;  George  R.  resides  in  Illinois. 

Mr.  -loos  is  a  man  in  whom  the  people  repose  tlie 
utmost  confidence.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  .loos  are 
members  of  the  Christian  Church  of  Gibson,  III. 
Mr.  Joos  is  a  member  of  the  Camp  I.  O.  0.  F.,  of 
Guthrie,  111.,  No.  358.  He  is  Treasurer  of  the  lodge, 
and  is  a  charter  member  of  the  J.  B.  Lolt  Post  No. 
70.,  G.  A.  R.  There  are  about  eighty  active  mem- 
bers in  this  post.  Mr.  Joos  has  been  a  faithful 
member  of  the  School  Board  foi'  eleven  years,  and 
he  is  at  present  an  incumbent  of  the  Board  and 
its  President. 


\i7  EWIS  SHEARER,  a  representative  farmer 
I  ((S'  *^^  Mona  Township,  residing  on  section  30, 
jiL^^  is  a  native  of  the  Keystone  State.  He  was 
born  in  FVanklin  County,  April  20,  1844.  His 
parents,  IMichael  and  IMary  (Stewart)  Shearer,  were 
both  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  were  of  German 
and  Scotch  descent,  respectively.  They  had  a  fam- 
ily of  six  children :  Jacob  J.,  a  farmer  residing  in 
Livingston  County,  III.;  Elias  S.,  a  fruit-grower 
living  in  East  New  Market,  Md.;  Mary  A.,  who  died 
in  1886;  Frances,  wife  of  Joseph  Swope,  a  painter 
by  trade,  residing  in  Ohio;  Lewis,   of   this  sketch; 


and  Martha  .1.,  wife  of  Enoch  INIiller,  a  resident 
farmer  of  the  Buckeye  Stale. 

In  1850,  Michael  Shearer,  the  father  of  this 
family,  removed  to  Ohio,  locating  in  Fairfield 
County,  where  he  si)ent  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
He  was  a  well-known  and  prominent  citizen  and 
himself  and  wife  were  Ijoth  consistent  members  of 
the  (ierniau  Reformed  Church.  His  death  occurred 
in  1884,  he  having  survived  his  wife  one  year. 

Our  subject  accompanied  his  parents  on  their 
removal  to  Ohio,  where  he  received  very  limited 
educational  advantages.  He  began  life  for  himself 
on  attaining  his  majority,  but  continued  to  reside 
with  his  parents  on  the  old  homestead.  He  took 
charge  of  his  father's  farm,  which  he  oi)eraled  un- 
til 1873,  when  he  came  to  Illinois.  His  first  loca- 
tion in  this  State  was  made  in  Piatt  County,  where 
he  engaged  m  the  cultivation  of  rented  land  for 
three  years.  From  the  spring  of  1876  until  1880, 
he  spent  his  time  between  Ohio  and  Illinois,  but 
in  the  latter  year  made  a  permanent  location  in 
Ford  County.  Purchasing  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
one  acres  of  land  on  section  30,  Mona  Township, 
he  h.as  since  made  his  home  upon   his  farm. 

Mr.  Shearer  was  married  October  11,  1870,  IMiss 
Salena  K.  Macklin  becoming  his  wife.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Pliilip  and  Sarah  (Rodenbaugh)  Mack- 
lin. Unto  them  were  born  two  children:  Nettie 
and  Elmer.  The  mother  died  March  10,  1874, 
and  on  the  31st  of  March,  1880,  Mr.  Shearer  was 
again  married,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss 
Mary  J.,  daughter  of  John  and  Margaret  Ray.  She 
is  a  lady  of  culture  and  refinement,  having  gradu- 
ated from  the  Monticello  High  School,  and  for 
five  years  prior  to  her  marriage  successfully  en- 
aaaed  in  teachint;'.  Their  union  has  been  blessed 
with  five  children,  four  of  whom  are  yet  living: 
Arthur,  Lulu,  Guy  and  Ray.  Willie  died  in  in- 
fancy. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Shearer  is  a  Republican  and  has 
taken  quite  an  active  interest  in  political  affairs, 
doing  ail  in  his  power  for  the  success  of  the  party. 
He  gave  evidence  of  his  loyalty  to  the  Government 
during  the  Late  war  by  enlisting,  in  M.ay,  1864,  for 
one  hundred  daj-s'  service.  He  took  part  in  a 
number  of  skirmishes  and  was  discharged  in  Sep- 
tember.    Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
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order,  aiul  he  also  belongs  to  the  Methodist  Church. 
A  public-spirited  and  progressive  citizen,  he  has 
ever  manifested  a  commendable  interest  in  eveiy- 
tliing  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the  community. 


~o2- 


^l*  OIIN  BULGER,  deceased,  was  born  in  Ind- 
iana, May  8,  1844,  and  died  at  his  home  in 
Dix  Township,  on  the  14tli  of  March.  1892, 
respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  was 
one  of  a  family  of  six  children.  His  parents  died 
when  he  was  an  infant,  and  he  was  reared  in  tlie 
family  of  Mr.  Hill,  with  whom  he  came  to  Illinois 
in  1859.  They  located  in  Fulton  County,  and  Mr. 
Bulger  there  resided  until  1861,  when,  responding 
to  the  country's  (all  for  troops,  he  enlisted  as  a 
private  of  Company  D,  Fifty-fifth  Illinois  Infantry, 
First  Divison  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  for  three 
years'  .service.  He  participated  in  the  battle  of 
Shiloh  and  all  the  battles  of  the  Atlanta  cam- 
paign and  many  other  engagements,  and  when  his 
term  of  enlistment  had  expired  was  honorably  dis- 
charged in  1801. 

After  being  mustered  out  of  service,  Mr.  Bul- 
ger returned  to  Fulton  County,  III.,  where  he  be- 
gan working  on  a  farm  by  the  month.  He 
continued  to  make  his  home  in  that  locality  until 
1871,  when  he  came  to  Ford  Count}^,  111.,  settling 
in  Dix  Township.  He  purchased  forty  acres  of 
railroad  land  on  section  5,  and  began  its  develop- 
ment, carrying  on  general  farming  until  his  death, 
which  oecuricd  on  the  11  Ih  of  March,  as  before 
stated. 

On  the  28th  of  .January,  1874,  Mr.  Bulger  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Maggie  Gentle, 
daughter  of  .John  and  Louisa  (Iligdon)  Gentle. 
Their  union  was  blessed  with  five  children,  but  two 
died  in  infancy:  Harry  and  Clarence.  Charlie', 
Ijouise  and  Bertha  are  still  with  their  mother. 

In  his  iioliticnl  atliliations,  Mr.  Bulger  was  a 
Repulilican  and  took  an  active  interest  in  the  suc- 
cess of  that  party.  Socially,  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity  and  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic,  both  of  (iihson  Cit}^  His  remains 
were  interred  in  Gibson  Cemeter3- and  many  friends 


mourned  the  death  of  this  worthy  citizen.  He  had 
the  high  regard  of  all  who  knew  him,  for  his  life 
was  well  and  worthily  .spent.  His  widow  and  chil- 
dren still  reside  on  the  old  home  farm,  which  com- 
prises eighty  acres  of  fine  tillable  land  in  Dix  Town- 
ship. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bulger  were  both  members  of 
the  Methodist  Church  of  Gibson,  111. 


^>-^<m-' 


OHN  KERCHANFAUT,  a  prominent  and 
well-known  citizen  of  Ford  County,  resid- 
ing on  section  32,  Dix  Township,  where  he 
follows  general  farming,claims  Wurtcmberg, 
Germany,  as  the  land  of  his  birth.  He  was  born  on 
the  27th  of  .January,  1833,  and  is  a  son  of  P'redcrick 
and  Elizabeth  (House)  Kerchanfaut.  Their  family 
numbered  four  children:  Fredericka,  now  deceased; 
John  of  this  sketch;  Frederick,  who  is  living  in 
Germany  and  follows  the  trade  of  coopering;  and 
.Joseph  G.,  a  resident  of  America. 

We  now  take  .up  the  personal  history  of  our  sub- 
ject, who  attended  school  until  fourteen  j-ears  of 
age.  He  was  then  bound  out  to  serve  a  three-years' 
apprenticeship  to  the  trade  of  rope  making,  and  he 
followed  that  occupation  until  his  emigration  to 
America  in  185,5.  Having  attained  his  m.ijority, 
he  determined  to  seek  a  home  in  the  New  World 
and  embarked  on  a  .sailing-vessel  which  reached 
the  harlior  c>f  New  York  after  thirty-six  days.  Mr. 
Kerchanfaut  made  his  first  location  near  Sellisville, 
Bucks  County,  Pa.,  and  began  working  on  the 
railroad.  After  a  3'ear  spent  in  that  w.ay  he  came 
to  Illinois,  settling  in  Ford  County,  where  he 
worked  upon  a  farm  for  some  time.  He  is  now 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  for  himself  and 
has  been  (piite  successful  in  his  undertakings. 

Mr.  Kerchanfaut  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Mary  Myers,  Miirch  20,  1800,  and  by  their  union 
have  been  born  the  following  children:  William 
a  farmer  of  Dix  Township;  Elizabeth,  .Jennie  and 
twins  are  deceased;  Charles,  a  farmer  of  Dix  Town- 
ship; .James  farming  with  Charles;  Fannie;  Fred, 
deceased;  Calvin  and  Albert. 

In  his  political  allilialions,  Mr.  Kerchanfaut  is  a 
Democrat.     He  has  held  the  olHce  of    Pathm.aster 
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for  thirteen  years  and  was  School  Director  for 
twelve  years,  his  long  continued  service  indicating 
his  faithful  performance  of  duty.  Socially,  he  is 
a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows'  Lodge,  and  also  be- 
longs to  the  United  lirethren  Church,  as  does  also 
his  wife.  He  liad  only  $10  when  lie  came  to 
America,  but  l\v  his  industry  and  enterprise,  he 
and  estimal^le  wife  have  accumulated  a  comfortable 
competence,  owning  four  liundrcd  acres  of  valualile 
land.  He  may  well  be  t<ermed  a  self-made  man  and 
he  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  valued  citizens  of 
the  community- 


^•i"^'i"hfi 


ii4"*?*V^r- 


^■^■i"i"i-W,m'-i"ir**P 


if^ICHARI 

Ls*^   ates  eig 
ir|-   31,    Du 


"if^ICHARD  CLIMPSON,  who  owns  and  oper- 
ghty  acres  of  good  land  on  section 
X  Townshii),  and  eighty  acres  in 
Champaign  County,  was  born  in  Kent 
County,  England,  on  the  17th  of  April,  182(;.  His 
parents  were  also  natives  of  that  locality.  The 
father  of  our  subject  died  when  Richard  was  about 
two  years  of  age,  leaving  a  family  i if  three  sons: 
John,  Thomas,  and  our  subject. 

The  educational  advantages  of  our  suliject  were 
verj'  limited.  When  fifteen  years  of  age,  he  be- 
gan to  earn  ills  own  livelihood,  working  as  a  day 
laborer,  and  was  thus  employed  until  18i)0,  wlien 
he  emigrated  to  America,  crossing  the  Atlantic  in 
a  sailing-vessel.  He  made  his  first  location  in  Will 
County,  111.,  where  he  commenced  working  on  a 
farm  by  the  month.  After  three  years  spent  in 
this  country,  he  returned  to  England,  where  he  re- 
mained for  about  a  year  and  a  half.  During  that 
time,  in  1854,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Maria  Smith.  Subsequently,  he  sailed  for  Mel- 
bourne, Australia,  and  after  a  voyage  of  four 
months  arrived  at  his  destination.  He  siient  one 
year  in  that  country,  engaged  in  mining  most  of 
the  time,  and  then  returned  to  his  native  land. 

It  was  not  long  after  this  that  Mr.  Climpson 
again  came  to  the  United  States  and  once  more 
located  in  Will  County,  111.  Purchasing  a  farm, 
he  devoted  his  time  and  attention  to  its  cultivation 
until  1860,  when  he  came  to  Ford  County  and 
bought  a   fort3'-acre    tract   of    land  on  section  31, 


Dix  Township.     Here  he  has  now  made  his  home 

for  almost  a  third  of  a  century.  He  has  lieen  suc- 
cessful in  his  business  dealings  and  as  his  financial 
resources  were  increased  he  extended  the  bound- 
aries of  his  farm  until  it  now  comprises  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  valuable  land.  The  entire 
amount  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  is 
well  improved  with  good  buildings  and  all  the 
accessories  of  a  model  farm. 

In  18(i5,  Mr.  Climpson  was  called  upon  to 
mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife  who  died  leaving  five 
children:  Richard,  .Tane,  Thoni.as,  William  and  Ma- 
tilda. In  18G6,  he  was  again  married,  his  second 
union  being  with  Miss  Harriet  Groves,  who  died 
ten  years  later.  Four  children  were  born  of  this 
union,  all  sons:  Samuel,  Frank,  Lola  and  Charles. 
In  1877,  Mr.  Climpson  was  joined  in  wedlock  with 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Walker,  widow  of  John  T.  Walker, 
by  whom  she  has  five  living  children:  Sarah,  John, 
James,  Charles  and  Ann  Frances.  Both  Mr.  Walker 
and  Mrs.  Climpson  were  natives  of  England,  he  of 
Lincolnshire  and  she  of  Yorkshire.  Our  siil)ject  has 
a  pleasant  home  in  Dix  Township,  and  he  and  his 
wife  are  highl3-  respected  citizens  of  the  community 
in  which  they  have  so  long  made  their  home.  In 
his  political  affiliations,  Mr.  Climpson  is  a  Repub- 
lican. His  wife  is  a  Methodist.  He  is  a  self-made 
m.an  who,  by  his  own  efforts,  has  worked  his  w.ay 
upward  from  a  humble  position  to  one  of  affluence. 
For  his  success  in  life  he  certainly  deserves  much 
credit. 


^ 


\«1  ftlLLIAM  GILMORE  is  one  of  the  exten- 
\,-J//  sive  land-owners  of  Ford  County,  and  a 
^^  prominent  and  influential  citizen  of  Dix 
Township,  residing  on  section  16.  As  he  is  widely 
and  favorably  known  in  this  community,  we  feel 
assured  that  this  record  of  his  life  will  prove  of 
interest  to  many  of  our  readers.  He  was  born  in 
Harrison  County,  Ohio,  January  27,  1843,  and  is 
one  of  twelve  children,  whose  parents  were  Na- 
thaniel and  Mary  (Craig)  Gilmore.  With  his  fam- 
il}',  the  father  emigrated  to  Illinois  in  18.52,  and 
made    a  settlement  near  Le  Ro^-,  McLean  County. 
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Purchasing  tliiee  huiulicd  aeves  of  land,  he  there 
engaged  in  farming  until  his  deatli  which  occurred 
in  1855.  He  w.as  a  very  successful  business  man 
and  .accumulated  quite  a  handsome  property.  In 
politics,  he  was  a  Democrat.  His  wife  survived 
him  a  numlierof  years  and  died  in  1884.  Of  their 
family,  Samuel  died  iu  1851;  Elizti  .1.,  who  w.as 
the  wife  of  Alexander  M.  Sliaver,  died  in  1867; 
,lohn  was  a  farmer  residing  near  Le  Roy,  McLean 
County,  111.;  Rachel  died  about  the  age  of  three 
years;  Craig  is  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 
in  Drummer  Townshii);  Sarah  died  in  1852;  Al- 
bert is  a  fanner  living  in  Drummer  Township. 
William  is  the  next  younger;  Mary  A.  died  in 
1857;  Johnson  died  in  18G1;  and  Ephraim  car- 
ries on  farming  in  Champaign  County. 

Mr.  Gilmore  whose  name  heads  this  record  .ac- 
quired his  early  education  in  the  district  schools 
of  the  neighborliood,  and  afterwards  pursued  a 
course  of  study  in  Bloomington,  111.,  at  the  Wcs- 
ley.an  University.  He  w.as  thus  well  fitted  for  the 
practical  duties  of  life.  In  1870,  he  came  to  Ford 
County  and  located  in  Drummer  Township,  where 
he  spent  seven  3'eais.  In  1877,  he  removed  to  Dix 
Townsliip,  where  he  h.as  since  carried  on  general 
farming  and  stock-raising.  His  home  farm  is  lo- 
cated on  section  16,  and  his  landed  possessions 
aggregate  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  all  of 
which  are  in  Dix  Township;  also  six  hundred  .and 
forty  acres  in  Osceola  County,  Iowa.  Nearly  the 
entire  amount  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation 
and  is  well  improved.  There  arc  good  buildings 
upon  the  home  farm  and  all  modern  accessories, 
and  the  well-tilled  fields  yield  a  golden  tribute  to 
the  care  and  cultivation  of  the  owner. 

On  the  3d  of  February,  1879,  Mr.  Gilmore  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Julia  I.  Bunch,  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Mary(Clarke)  Bunch,  born 
October  5,  1853.  The  family  circle  numbers  four 
children,  as  follows:  Mary  Etta,  who  was  born  Oc- 
tober 3,  1883;  Walter  E.,  March  2,  1886;  and  Car- 
rie Harrison  and  Benjamin  Harrison,  twins,  who 
were  born  on  the  9th  of  April,  1889.  The  parents 
are  prominent  people  in  this  community  and  have 
a  large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances  who 
esteem  them  highly  for  their  many  excellencies  of 
character. 


Mr.  Gilmore  is  a  stalwart  supporter  of  Re|)ubli- 
caa  principles,  and  his  first  Presidential  vote  was 
cast  for  Abraham  Lincoln.  For  six  years  he  filled 
the  ottice  of  Townshi|)  Trustee,  and  for  nine  years 
has  served  as  School  Director.  His  long  .service  in 
these  positions  indicates  his  faithfulness  and  fidel- 
ity to  duty.  He  is  a  public-si)irited  and  progressive 
citizen  who  takes  an  .active  interest  in  everything 
pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the  community,  and 
is  an  enterprising  and  progressive  farmer.  His 
own  industry,  perseverance  and  good  management 
have  been  important  factors  in  his  success. 

Mrs.  Gilmore 's  ftither,  William  Bunch,  died  in 
1853,  when  she  w.as  but  a  child.  He  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation.  Her  mother,  Mary  (Clarke)  Bunch, 
was  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  and  is  yet  living 
at  the  .age  of  about  sixty.  She  resides  in  Edwards 
County.  Mrs.  Gilmore 's  girlhood  days  were  spent 
on  the  farm,  and  she  was  educated  in  a  limited  waj-. 
She  had  one  brother,  Joseph  H.,  who  resides  in 
Richland  County,  111.,  and  m.arried  Miss  Jane  Gates. 
He  is  a  farmer.  Mrs.  Gilmore  has  been  a  valuable 
helpmate  to  her  husband  in  the  .acquisition  of 
their  beautiful  and  valuable  home.  She  is  a  lov- 
ing mother,  and  this  excellent  life  sketch  of  father 
and  mother  will  ever  be  cherished  by  their  children 
when  tiiey  have  passed  away. 


J^i. 


'^-h^l 


""^ 


OSEPII  N.  MARSHALL,  who  follows  gen- 
er.al  farming  on  .sections  32  and  33,  Dix 
Township,  is  a  n.ative  of  the  Green  Moun- 
^_^  tain  State.  His  birth  occurred  in  Windsor 
County,  on  the  10th  of  July,  1827.  His  father. 
Nelson  Marshall,  was  also  a  native  of  Vermont 
and  was  of  Scotch  extraction.  After  attaining  to 
man's  estate,  he  w.as  united  in  marri.age  to  Miss 
Delia  Lewis  and  unto  them  were  born  six  children, 
the  eldest  of  whom  is  our  subject;  Abigail  is  now 
deceased;  Hurvey  is  twin  brother;  Henry,  who 
died  in  infancy;  Alvin  resides  in  Mass.achusetts; 
and  Minerva  is  a  resident  of  Gibson  Cit3'.  The  par- 
ents are  both  deceased.  The  deatli  of  the  mother 
occurred  in  1878  and  Mr.  Marshall  died  in  1883. 
We  now    take    u])  the   personal    history  of    our 
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subject,  who  is  one  of  the  most  wid el j' -known  cit- 
izens of  Dix  Township.  He  acquired  a  good  busi- 
ness education  in  the  common  scliools,  which  he 
attended  until  nineteen  years  of  age.  Under  the 
parental  roof  he  remained  nntil  lie  liad  attained 
his  majority,  when  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself 
as  a  farm  hand,  working  liy  the  month.  He  was 
thus  emplo}'ed  for  three  years,  after  which  he 
bade  good-bye  to  the  Stateof  his  nativity  and  em- 
igrated to  Illinois  in  1850.  He  made  his  first  set- 
tlement in  Peoria  Count\',  and  resided  in  Marehall, 
Knox,  Woodford  and  Peoria  Counties  until  his 
removal  to  Ford  Counts'  in   187,i. 

On  tiie  6th  of  February,  185'.*,  Mr.  Marshall  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Mrs.  Eliza  De  Molte,  widow 
of  William  l)e  Motte  and  a  daughter  of  Charles 
and  Elizabeth  (Hargraves)  De  Bruler.  Mrs.  Mar- 
shall's great-grandfather  on  her  father's  side  came 
from  Fi'ance,  accompanied  b_v  two  brothers.  Her 
mother  was  of  English  extraction.  Charles  De 
Bruler  and  wife  were  married  in  North  Carolina, 
in  1810,  and  emigrated  to  Pike  County,  Ind.,  not 
long  after.  He  was  drowned  while  crossing  White 
River  in  183.5  and  his  wife  died  in  1843. 

Mrs.  Marshall  is  one  of  eight  children,  though 
onl}'  tiiree  now  live.  On  October  11,  1848,  she 
married  William  H.  De  IVIoUe  and  the  following 
year  they  moved  to  Woodford  Countv,  111.,  where 
Mr.  De  Motte  died  in  1851.  leaving  two  little  girls 
to  be  reared  and  educated  by  his  widow.  Thej' 
are  Lizzie,  wife  of  J.  M.  Marshall,  a  farmer  of  Iro- 
ijuois  County  and  Clara,  wife  of  ^l.  AV.  Scott,  a 
resident  of  Cherry  Yale,  Kan. 

B^^  the  uniom  of  our  subject  and  his  wife  have 
been  born  three  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  in- 
infancy;  Omali  .lay,  wlio  is  married  and  resides  on 
the  home  farm;  and  Elmer  M.,  who  died  Maj*  22, 
1890,  in  his  twenty-fourth  year.  His  remains 
were  interred  in  Gibson  Cemetery.  He  was  a  bril- 
liant young  man  and  one  of  noble  character. 
After  attending  the  Onarga  Seminary,  he  began  a 
medical  course  of  study  to  which  he  seemed  espe- 
ciall}-  suited.  His  whole  aim  in  life  was  to  become 
a  skillful  i)hj^sician  that  he  might  thereby  relieve 
suffering  humanity  and  accomplish  the  most  good 
in  the  world. 

On  coming  to  F'ord  County,  Mr.  Marshall  pur- 


chased two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  situ- 
ated on  sections  32  and  33,  Dix  Townsiiip,  where 
he  lias  since  resided.  He  has  a  i)leasant  home  and 
a  well-improved  farm  and  the  neat  appearance  of 
the  place  indicates  the  careful  supervision  of  a 
thrifty  manager.  He  is  a  practical  and  progressive 
farmer  and  a  successful  business  man,  who  is  now 
numbered  among  the  substantial  citizens  of  the 
community.  Himself  and  wife  are  both  inenil)ers 
of  the  j^Iethodist  Church,  and,  m  his  political  allili- 
ations,  Mr.  Marshall  is  a  supporter  of  Republican 
principles.  He  started  out  in  life  empty-handed, 
with  no  capital  save  a  young  man's  bright  hope 
of  the  future  and  a  determination  to  succeed.  His 
life  is  an  example  of  what  may  be  accomplished 
by  industry  and  perseverance  and  is  well  wortliy 
of  emulation. 


'^AP>VEY  M.  DALLY,  M.  D.,  a  well-known 
and  leading  practitioner  of  Kemjjton,  was 
born  in  Putnam  County,  1 11.,  near  Hennepin, 
November  20,  1855.  His  father,  William 
D.ally,was  a  native  of  Pennsjlvania  and  was  of  Ger- 
man and  F"rench  extraction.  He  married  .Tohanna 
Newburn,  who  was  also  a  native  of  the  Keystone 
State,  and  was  of  German  descent.  They  had  a  fam- 
ily of  eight  children,  the  eldest  of  whom,!Mary,  is 
now  the  wife  of  Ellis  Hughes,  a  farmer  and  rancher 
residing  in  Montana;  Lydiadied  in  1878;  Annie  is 
the  wife  of  Nelson  Russell,  a  real-estate  dealer 
making  his  home  in  Milwaukee,  Wis.;  George  is  a 
tirick  and  tile  manufacturer  residing  in  .Saulemann, 
111.;  John  died  in  I8G3;  the  Doctor  is  the  next 
younger;  William  is  a  farmer  who  makes  his  home 
in  Mona  Township,  and  C  harles  died  in  1863.  The 
father  of  this  famih'  emigrated  to  Illinois  in  1850, 
locating  in  Putnam  County.  He  is  still  a  resident 
of  Pontiac.     His  wife  departed  this  life  in  1872. 

Dr.  Dally  was  born  and  roared  upon  his  father's 
farm  and  .acquired  his  primary  education  in  the  dis- 
trict school.  He  completed  his  education  at  A'alpa  ■ 
raiso,  Ind.,  attending  that  college  from  1875  until 
1879.  In  the  meantime,  he  also  engaged  in  teach- 
ing and  in  his  leisure  hours  studied  medicine.     In 
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1879,  having  determined  to  make  that  profession 
his  life  work,  lie  entered  tlie  medical  college  of 
Indianapolis,  Ind.,  where  he  was  graduated  with 
honor  INIarch  3,  1881.  He  soon  afterward  went  to 
Elmwood,  111.,  and  began  the  practice  of  medicine. 
After  spending  a  year  at  that  place,  he  came  to 
Kempton,  111.,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home. 

On  the  Ith  of  October,  1876,  Dr.  Dally  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Rose  E.  Hannah,  daugh- 
ter of  William  R.  Hannah.  Two  children  have 
been  born  of  this  union,  a  son  and  daughter,  Nora 
Maj'  and  Homer  H. 

In  his  political  atliliations,  the  Doctor  is  a  Re- 
publican but  has  never  been  an  office-seeker,  and 
socially  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order.  In  1884, 
he  established  a  drug  store  in  Kempton,  which  he 
carries  on  in  connection  with  his  practice  and  does 
a  good  business.  His  skill  and  ability  have  won 
him  a  liberal  patronage,  and  he  ranks  high  among 
his  professional  brethren  of  the  community.  The 
Doctor  has  a  wide  acquaintance,  and  by  those  who 
know  him  he  is  held  in  warm  resard. 


-;i®;Sife®^ 
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y,..f  LBERT  GILIMORE,  one  of  the  extensive 
l(9i£Jli  land-owners  and  prominent  citizens  of 
Drummer  Township,  residing  on  section 
27,  was  born  in  Harrison  County,  Ohio, 
January  26,  1841,  and  is  a  son  of  Nathaniel  and 
Mary  (Craig)  Gilmore.  His  grandfathers  both 
came  from  Ireland.  His  grandfathers  were  among 
the  first  settlers  of  Harrison  County,  moving  there 
about  1803,  and  making  their  homes  in  Harrison 
County  until  their  death.  Grandfather  Gilmore 
was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  his  hard 
service  so  undermined  his  healtli  that  he  died 
shortly  after  his  return.  In  his  family  were  seven 
children,  six  of  whom  grew  to  mature  years,  but 
none  are  now  living. 

The  father  of  our  subject  spent  the  days  of  his 
boyhood  and  youth  in  Harrison  County,  and  in 
1827  wedded  Miss  Craig,  daughter  of  John  Craig. 
Twenty  years  later,  tlu-y  removed  to  Belmont 
County,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  stock- 


raising  for  five  years,  when  he  toi>k  up  his  resi- 
dence near  Le  Roy,  McLean  County,  111.,  in  18.j2. 
His  death  there  occurred  on  the  .'jth  of  November, 
1855,  and  his  remains  were  interred  in  the  (Tilmore 
Cemetery  on  the  old  homestead,  where  a  monu- 
ment marks  his  last  resting  place.  His  wife  long 
survived  him  and  w.as  called  to  her  final  rest 
December  21,  1884.  In  politics,  he  was  a  Dem- 
ocrat and  in  his  business  affairs  w.as  quite  success- 
ful, leaving  a  handsome  pro|!erty.  The  family 
numbeied  twelve  children:  Samuel  and  Jane  E., 
both  deceased;  John,  a  farmer  of  Iowa;  Rachel, 
also  deceased;  Craig,  who  is  living  in  Drummer 
Township  and  who  is  represented  elsewhere  in  this 
volume;  .Sarah,  deceased;  Albert,  of  this  sketch; 
William,  of  Dix  Township;  Mary  A.  and  Johnson, 
who  have  also  passed  away;  one  who  died  in  in- 
fancy, and  Ephraim,  of  Cliamiiaign   County. 

No  event  of  special  importance  occurred  during 
the  childhood  of  our  subject.  His  earlj' education, 
acquired  in  the  common  schools,  was  supplemented 
by  a  two-terms'  attendance  at  the  Wesle3an  Uni- 
versity of  Bloomington,  111.  Throughout  life,  he 
has  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising.  He 
remained  at  home  until  thirty  years  of  age,  and 
then  went  to  a  farm  of  his  own,  upon  which  he 
lived  alone  for  ten  years.  In  1864,  with  his  broth- 
ers, John,  Craig  and  William,  he  came  to  this 
county  and  purchased  sixteen  hundred  acres  of 
wild  land  at  from  $4.25  to  $8  per  acre  and  began 
;ts  development  and  cultivation.  But  he  did  not 
make  Ford  County  his  place  of  residence  until 
1870.  They  also  purchased  six  hundred  acres  in 
Champaign  County  about  1866.  In  the  spring  of 
that  year,  four  hundred  acres  were  l)roken.  The 
brothers  all  worked  together  until  1870,  when  the 
land  was  divided,  our  subject's  share  being  about 
five  hundred  and  fifty  .acres.  He  has  since  added 
to  it  until  in  this  county  alone  he  owns  sixteen 
hundred  and  forty-three  acres  of  improved  land, 
while  in  Noble  and  Jackson  Counties,  Minn.,  he 
owns  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres.  In  connec- 
tion with  general  farming,  he  engaged  in  stock- 
raising,  making  a  specialty  of  high-grade  cattle. 

On  the  18th  of  February,  1880,  in  this  county, 
Mr.  Gilmore  was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Klizabeth 
Bound}',  who    was    born    in    Peoria    County,  111., 
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June  19,  1858,  and  is  a  daughter  of  William  and 
Elizabctli  (Hill)  I5ounfl\-,  who  were  of  English  de- 
scent. The  ladj-  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Chnreli.  By  her  marriage,  she  has  become  the 
mother  of  five  children,  four  j-et  living;  Samuel, 
p]mma  .1.,  Lillie  M.  and  Cynthia  M.  Willie  A.  is 
now  deceased. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Gilmore  is  a  Reijublican.  He 
cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  the  Martyr  Pres- 
ident, Abraham  Lincoln.  He  is  a  self-made  man, 
having  by  his  own  industrious  and  onterjirising 
efforts  worked  his  way  upward  to  the  position  of 
affluence  which  he  to-da}'  occupies. 


4^ 
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Jfl  UDGE  HUGH  P.  BEACH,  a  lawyer  of  Piper 
I  City  and  editor  and  proprietor  of  the 
li  Pan  Handle  Advocate,  was  born  in  a  log 
,^^1  cabin  in  the  wilderness  about  thiity  miles 
south  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  more  than  fifty  years 
ago.  On  the  paternal  side  he  is  descended  from 
an  old  family  of  New  .Tersej'.  His  grandfather, 
David  I5cacli.  served  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution, 
and  his  grandmother  was  a  near  relative  of  Daniel 
D.  Tompkins,  who  was  prominent  in  tlie  early  his- 
tory of  this  country  and  at  one  time  was  Governor 
of  New  York,  and  afterward  Vice-President  of  the 
United  vStates. 

Moses  Tompkins  Beach,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1810,  and 
was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits  in  that  State. 
He  married  Maria  Wylie  Gillett,  also  a  native  of 
New  York,  but  directly'  connected  with  the  Gil- 
letts,  Fullers,  Phelpses,  Pages,  and  other  leading 
families  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  vicinity,  in  the 
early  histor}-  of  that  State.  With  her  he  moved 
to  the  Western  Reserve  of  Ohio,  about  1830. 
lieing  a  skillful  woodsman,  he  cleared  and  im- 
proved several  farms  in  that  heavily-wooded  sec- 
tion, but  later  in  life  engage<l  m  the  practice  of 
medicine  until  his  death.  In  politics,  lie  was  a 
Whig  and  afterward  a  Republican,  and  was  a  strong 
opponent  of  slavery. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  died  when  he  was 
fourteen  years  of  age,  but  to  her  teachings  and  the 
remembrance  of  her  exemplar}'  character  he  owes 


much.  He  was  the  fourth  in  a  large  family.  He 
was  early  inured  to  hard  labor  on  the  farm  but 
acfjuired  a  good  education,  for  that  period,  for  the 
settlers  in  the  Western  Reserve  always  established 
good  schools,  no  matter  what  else  had  to  be  sac- 
rificed. When  his  mother  died,  he  left  school  and 
began  to  earn  his  own  livelihood,  with  no  resources 
but  his  intellect  and  a  strong  determination  to 
succeed.  He  had  read  accounts  of  the  struggles 
and  successes  of  Benjamin  Franklin,  and  a  desire 
was  created  thereby  to  become  a  printer.  In  the 
spring  of  1857,  the  ojjportunity  presented  itself  to 
gratifv  the  ambition,  and  for  the  next  two  years 
he  was  constantly  employed  in  that  work,  succes- 
sively in  two  well-appointed  newspaper  offices,  in 
the  course  of  which  he  passed  through  all  grades 
of  work,  from  "printer's  devil,"  to  assistant  in  the 
local  news  department.  Like  man}'  others,  he  is 
indebted  to  this  early  newspaper  work  for  much  of 
his  earlier  general  information  in  regard  to  pulilic 
affairs.  >Succeeding  this,  a  desire  was  aroused  to 
become  a  lawyer,  and  accordingly,  for  two  follow- 
ing years  he  was  found  under  the  able  tutelage  of 
two  of  the  leading  lawyers  of  the  State,  Hon. 
Henr}'  Grove  and  Hon.  .1.  K.  Coojjer  (both  now 
deceased),  perusing  the  "labyrinthine  intricacies" 
of  the  law,  as  embraced  in  Blackstone,  Kent,  and 
other  leading  text-lx)oks  of  that  department  of 
learning.  At  that  time  he  was  a  member  of  a 
home  company  of  Zouaves,  and  when  the  coun- 
try was  startled  by  the  firing  upon  Ft.  Sumpter, 
the  services  of  his  company  were  immediately  ten- 
dered to  Gov.  Richard  Yates,  at  Springfield.  Not 
receiving  any  satisfaction  from  the  Governor,  tliej' 
sent  one  of  their  officers  to  Springfield  to  confer 
with  him,  but,  such  was  the  patriotic  rush  to  the 
defense  of  the  country.  Gov.  Yates  replied  to  the 
effect  that  the  applications  ahead  of  the  Zouaves 
were  sufficient  to  fill  the  Illinois  quota  several 
times  over.  Nothing  daunted,  these  determined 
patriots  met  in  their  armory  and  decided  to  tender 
their  services  direct  to  the  General  Government, 
and  thereupon  wired  the  then  Secretary  of  War, 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  at  Washington,  D.  C,  to 
that  effect.  Imagine  their  disappointment  when 
his  reply  came  back:  "Consult  your  Governor"! 
This  tended  to  abate  the  ardor  of  their  patriotism. 
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as  there  was  no  immefliate  hope  of  their  services 
being  accepted.  A  good  part  of  the  company  re- 
turned to  their  accustomed  pursuits,  but  others 
kept  up  the  organization,  and,  months  afterward, 
with  recruited  ranks,  went  to  St.  Louis,  and  joined 
the  Eighth  Missouri  Infantry.  Still  engaged  in 
the  study  of  the  law,  it  was  not  until  the  Govern- 
ment called  for  three  hundred  thousand  volunteers 
that  our  subject  went  into  actual  service.  Then 
for  more  than  four  years  and  a  half  continuously, 
in  both  infantry  and  heavy  artiller}',  he  served 
successivelj^  in  about  all  positions  from  private  to 
that  of  commander  of  his  comiianj'.  He  was  for 
a  time  Clerk  in  the  Quartermaster's  Department  at 
New  Orleans,  La.;  also  Clerk  of  a  Court  Martial, 
in  that  city,  and  after  his  commission  was  a  mem- 
ber of  a  Military  Commission  by  appointment  of 
Gen.  Sheridan,  Commander  of  the  Department  of 
the  Gulf.  He  campaigned  through  Kentucky, 
Missouri,  Tennessee,  Arkansas,  Mississippi,  Louisi- 
ana, and  across  Lake  Pontchartrain,  and  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico.  He  participated  in  some  of  the  most 
important  militar}'  operations  of  the  Mississippi 
Valley,  under  Gens.  Grant,  Sherman,  Sheridan, 
Banks,  McClernand,  A.  .1.  Smith,  Canby,  Iliulbut. 
Ord,  and  others,  and  was  present  at  the  engage- 
ments at  Haine's  Bluff,  Chickasaw  Bayou,  Arkansas 
Post,  Magnolia  Hills,  Grand  Gulf.  Port  (ubscm. 
Champion  Hills,  Raymond,  Black  River  liridge, 
and  the  siege  of  Vicksburg.  He  went  on  the  fa- 
.  mous  campaign  of  Gen.  Banks  up  Red  River,  and 
the  march  of  Gen.  Gordon  Granger  tlirough  East- 
ern Mississippi  in  the  combined  movement  against 
Mobile,  being  then  in  command  of  his  company. 
During  the  latter  part  of  his  service,  he  was  sta- 
tioned successively  at  Ft.  St.  Philip,  and  Ft. 
Jackson,  commandnig  the  defenses  of  New  Or- 
leans, on  the  Gulf  coast,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi. Through  all  his  long  and  perilous  service, 
he  received  only  two  slight  wounds,  but  he  has 
now  in  his  possession  his  army  cartridge-box  which 
undoubtedly  saved  his  life,  as  it  was  perforated  by 
a  ball  of  the  enemy  in  an  engagement,  while  it  was 
drawn  in  front  of  his  body  for  convenience  in 
loading  his  gun,  as  was  the  practice  in  a  fight. 

While  in   the  service    and   in  comm.and  of  his 
company,  he  raised  a  subscription  in  the  company 


to  the  National  Lincoln  Monument  at  Springfield 
of  ^715.30,  and  received  a  personal  letter  from 
Gov.  Oglesby  in  acknowledgment  of  its  receipt, 
expressed  in  the  most  complimentary  terms. 

.Just  .about  the  close  of  his  military  career,  he 
w.as  brevetted  to  a  higher  rank  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  "for  faithful  and  meritorious 
services,"  as  the  parchment  commission  states.  A 
singular  incident  is  connected  with  this.  The 
commission  was  forwarded  at  the  proper  time  but 
to  the  wrong  post-ottice,  and,  i  ot  being  called  for, 
was  returned  to  the  War  Department,  at  Washing- 
ton. As  the  fact  of  being  brevetted  was  unknown 
to  the  recipient  of  the  honor,  no  call  was  made  for 
the  commission  until  about  eighteen  months  ago, 
when,  accidentall}^  a  brother  olHcer  in  the  East, 
who  knew  about  it,  mentioned  the  fact  in  a  letter. 
This  gratifjang  news  led  to  correspondence  with 
the  War  Department,  and  the  highly-prized  docu- 
ment was  forwarded  by  return  mail,  after  slunilier- 
ing  in  the  official  vaults  of  the  Government  for 
about  twenty-four  years!  However,  it  was  none 
the  less  gratefully  received. 

Another  matter  relating  to  his  military  service, 
which  also  has  a  most  grateful  side  to  it,  is  the  fact 
that  no  complete  settlement  was  ever  had  with  the 
Government  of  his  accounts  as  an  officer  until 
this  last  winter  (1892),  when  the  Government 
found  itself  indebted  to  llie  Judge  several  hundred 
dollars! 

While  in  the  military  service.  Judge  Be.ach 
wedded  Mary  Estelle  Smith,  of  Louisiana,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Capt.  Henry  Lyou  Smith,  of  the  Engineer 
Corps  of  the  Regular  Army,  and  Mrs.  Armalie  H. 
Smitii,  nee  Hebert.  Capt.  Smith  was  a  graduate  of 
the  AVest  Point  Military  Academy,  and  for  a  time 
professor  at  that  school.  Although  himself  a  na- 
tive of  Maine,  his  military  duties  took  him  to 
Louisiana,  where  he  married  Armalie  H.  Hebert,  a 
sister  of  his  class-mate  at  West  I'oint,  Gen.  Louis 
Hebert.  The  Ileberls  were  a  very  i)rominent  family 
under  the  old  order  of  affairs  before  the  war.  Grand- 
father Vallery  Hebert  held  a  prominent  position  un- 
der Gen.  Jackson  at  the  l)attle  of  New  Orleans  in 
1815.  PaulO.  Hebert  was  a  Governor,  another  rep- 
resentative was  a  Speaker  of  the  legislature,  still  an- 
other was  a  Superintendent  of  one  of  their  railways. 
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while  another,  Mrs.  Ernestine  S.  Stevens,  widow  of 
the  late  Gen.  Walter  Stevens,  was  first  librarian  of 
the  Patent  Oliicc,  at  Wasliington,  1).  C,  and  for 
many  years  since  has  been  Librarian  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  which  position  she  still  holds. 
She  is  rightfully  classed  among  the  great  women 
of  the  nation.     She  is  Mrs.  Beach's  aunt. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  received  his  discharge 
from  the  army  F'cbruar}-  22,  1867,  and,  with  his 
young  wife,  immediatel}-  came  North,  locating  at 
Piper  City  (then  called  New  Brenton),  where  they 
arrived  April  19.  His  si.ster,  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Wilber, 
now  deceased,  then  resided  here.  At  Piper  Cit}' 
he  resumed  the  study  of  the  law,  and,  in  1870,  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  tlie 
State,  and  has  since  practiced  that  profession.  In 
the  early  history  of  Piper  City,  he  was  elected 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  it  was 
during  his  administration  that  many  important 
streets  were  graded,  the  town  park,  now  a  beauti- 
ful grove,  was  planted,  and  a  number  of  artesian 
fire  wells  sunk  in  different  localities,  which  latter 
have  since  saved  the  place  at  least  two  very  disas- 
trous conflagrations.  During  said  term,  the  first 
fire-engine  was  bought,  which  eventually  led  up  to 
the  present  efficient  fire  de[)artmcnt  service  of  the 
village.  In  the  spring  of  1873,  his  fellow-towns- 
men elected  him  a  member  of  the  County  Board 
of  Supervisors.  In  tiiat  body  his  advocacy  of  re- 
trenchment, economy  and  reform  in  county  affairs 
c;dlcd  public  attention  to  him,  and  he  was  the  same 
year  nominated  and  elected  County  .Judge,  and 
was  re-elected  for  two  successive  terms.  He  served 
until  December,  188G,  a  year  having  been  added 
by  an  amendment  to  the  State  constitution,  and  it 
is  not  too  much  to  sa}'  that  he  had  the  good-will 
and  confidence  of  the  people  as  a  just,  faithful 
and  upright  .Judge. 

For  the  past  nine  years  he  has  been  editor,  pub- 
lisher and  proprietor  of  the  Pan  Handle  Admcate. 
It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  as  a  journalist  he  has 
alw.ays  endeavored  to  advocate  that  which  was 
for  the  very  best  interests  of  the  people  among 
whom  the  paper  circulates,  and  he  is  alwaj's  able 
to  state  in  clear  and  forcible  language  just  what 
he  means.  His  success  in  this  department  is  highly 
deserved.     He  is  a  Knight  Templar  in  Masonrj',  is 


a  Patriarch  in  Odd-Fellowship,  and  has  been  in 
attendance  upon  the  Grand  Lodges  of  both  bodies. 
He  is  Past  Commander  of  Piper  City  Post,  No. 
361,  Department  of  Illinois,  G.  A.  R.,  and 
while  commander  took  the  initiatory  steps  which 
resulted  in  organizing  Gresham  Camp  No.  187, 
Sons  of  Veterans,  of  which  the  Judge  is  an 
honorary  member.  .Judge  Beach  cast  his  first 
Presidential  vote  for  Abraham  I^incoln  at  Chicago, 
in  1860,  and  has  always  been  a  believer  in  Repub- 
lican principles.  He  heard  Lincoln  .and  Douglas 
in  the  great  joint  discussion  of  1858;  has  also 
listened  to  Lovejoj',  Logan,  Trumbull,  Seward, 
Corwin,  Hale,  IngersoU,  Blaine,  Oglesby,  Harrison, 
and  a  host  of  other  leading  orators  of  the  last 
thirty  years;  has  heard  the  greatest  pulpit  orator, 
Beecher;  the  greatest  living  actor,  Booth;  and  the 
greatest  songstress,  Patti.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Pioneer  Wide  Awake  Club  of  Chicago,  in  1860, 
the  Captain  of  which  was  Ord.  Sergt.  J.  R,  Hayden, 
of  the  famous  Ellsworth  Zouave  cadets. 

Judge  Beach  has  not  accumulated  wealth,  Init 
his  love  of  good  literature  has  brought  around  him 
one  of  the  finest  private  libraries  to  be  found 
anywhere.  The  field  covered  is  very  wide.  Be- 
sides' his  law  lilirary,  there  are  woi'ks  of  history, 
biography,  travel,  philosophy,  science,  mathema- 
tics, rhetoric,  poetr^-^art,  music,  also  medical,  theo- 
logical, political,  military,  agricultural,  horticul- 
tural, ])omol<)gieal,  stock-raising,  and  various  other 
works,  the  accumulations  of  a  third  of  a  century. 
These,  and  current  leading  journals  and  maga- 
zines of  the  day,  furnish  an  extensive  field  for 
intellectual  thought  and  culture  on  all  manner  of 
interesting  subjects.  Some  years  ago,  the  Judge 
found  that  his  long  and  arduous  military  service, 
and  too  close  confinement  to  sedentary  pursuits 
since,  had  made  inroads  upon  his  health,  to  coun- 
teract which  he  h.as  felt  comjiulled  to  seek  more 
active  life  in  the  open  air  than  formerly',  and  in 
this  connection  he  has  what  he  calls  his  "gymna- 
sium." It  consists  in  interesting  himself  in  the 
i-aising  of  blooded  roadster  horses,  and  Jersey  cat- 
tle, and  taking  care  of  them  himself!  It  is  too 
soon  to  say  what  the  financial  outcome  may  be, 
but  one  thing  seems  already  assured,  and  that  is, 
greatly  benefited  lieallh. 
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Jvidge  and  Mrs.  Beach  liave  a  family  of  live 
living  children:  Henry  Lyon,  formerly  uf  the  ^Id- 
vofate,  now  employed  as  a  reporter  on  the  Chicago 
Daily  Tribune;  Carrie  Estelle,  wliu  is  assistant 
manager  and  chief  compositor  of  the  Aduocnte; 
Ernestine  Kellogg,  assistant  compositor  of  the 
Advocate;  Mettie  Armalic  and  Daisy  INIay,  not  yet 
in  their  teens.  Ullian  INIary,  the  second  dangh- 
ter,  pronounced  a  very  interesting  child  by  all 
who  knew  her,  died  suddenly  of  membranous 
croup  in  the  fourth  year  of  her  age. 

In  closing  tiiis  outline  of  the  biography  of  one 
of  Ford  County's  best  known  citizens,  let  us  sa3' 
that  Judge  Beach  is  an  unassuming,  pleasant  and 
companionable  gentleman,  and  stands  among  the 
first  for  integrity  of  purpose  and  general  high 
char.acter  in  the  commiuiity  where  he  has  so  long 
resided. 


»>^«^>»  fci  p  ^ 


i^OBERT  WILSON,  a  well-known  and  en- 
terprising farmer  residing  on  section  .32i 
Dix  Townsliip,  is  a  native  of  Glasgow, 
Scotland.  He  was  born  on  the  13th  o^ 
March,  1822,  and  is  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Eliza- 
beth (Riddel)  AVilson.  His  father  was  a  native  of 
Ireland,  and  at  an  early  day  emigrated  to  Scot- 
land. In  the  family  were  seven  children,  as  fol- 
lows: John,  a  farmer  residing  in  Loda,  111.;  James 
and  Agnes,  who  are  living  in  Dix  Township  vvith 
our  subject;  and  the  other  three  are  now  deceased. 
The  mother  of  this  family  died  in  Logan  County, 
111.,  iu  1849,  and  the  father  was  called  to  his  final 
home  in   1843,  in  Glasgow,  Scotland. 

Mr.  Wilson  whose  name  heads  this  record  at- 
tended the  common  schools  until  twelve  years  of 
age,  since  which  time  he  has  made  his  own  way 
in  the  world.  In  his  native  land  he  learned  the 
spinner's  trade,  which  he  followed  until  his  emi- 
gration to  America.  Hearing  much  of  the  advan- 
tages and  opportunities  of  the  New  World,  he 
determined  to  try  liis  fortune  in  this  country.  Cross- 
ing the  Atlantic  in  1848,  he  settled  in  Fall  River, 
Mass.,  where  he  resided  for  four  3ears.  He  then 
came  Westward  to   Illinois    in    1852,  locating   in 


Logan  Count}',  111.,  near  Lincoln.  With  his  fa- 
ther and  brothers,  he  purchased  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  Government  land,  upon  which  he 
resided  until  1867. 

In  the  meantime,  .Mr.  AVilson  responded  to  the 
call  of  his  adopted  country  for  troops,  and  in 
1862  enlisted  as  a  private  of  Com|(any  F,  One 
Hundred  and  Sixth  Illinois  Infantry.  The  first 
engagement  in  whicli  lie  i)articipated  was  at  Jack- 
son, Tenn.  He  was  afterward  in  the  siege  of 
Vicksburg  and  under  lire  at  the  battles  of  Little 
Rock,  Ark.,  Pine  Bluff,  and  many  others  of  minor 
importance.  He  was  alwa^'S  found  at  his  post, 
faithfully  discharging  any  duty  wliicli  devolved 
upon  him.  In  1865,  on  the  close  of  the  war,  he 
was  honorably  discharged  and  leturncd  to  his 
home. 

As  before  stated,  Mr.  Wilson  resided  in  Logan 
County  until  1867,  when  he  came  to  Ford  County 
and  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixt^'  acres  of 
railroad  land  on  section  32,  Dix  Township.  There, 
with  his  brother  James  and  sister  Agnes,  he  has 
since  made  his  home.  He  devotes  his  entire  time 
and  attention  to  general  farming  and  has  a  highly- 
improved  quarter-section  of  land,  which  yields  to 
him  a  golden  tribute  in  return  for  the  care  and 
labor  he  bestows  upon  it.  Mr.  Wilson  exercises 
his  right  of  franchise  in  support  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  He  is  always  ready  and  willing  to 
aid  in  the  advancement  of  |)ul)lic  enterprises,  and 
has  ever  borne  his  share  in  the  upbuilding  and 
development  of  the  community  where  he  has  now 
resided  for  a  quarter  of  a  century. 


I]_^ILAND  STIMPSON  is  engaged  in  farming 
l)  on  section  19,  Dix  Township.  Although 
he  has  resided  in  Ford  County  a  compara- 
tively short  time,  he  has  formed  a  wide 
acquaintance  and  is  favorably'  known.  A  native 
of  Ohio,  he  was  born  in  Summit  County,  on  the 
19th  of  November,  1833.  His  grandfatiier,  Elliott 
Stimpson,  was  a  native  of  New  York  .-ind  served  in 
the  War  of  1812.     lliland's  fatlier,  Elliott  Stiiup- 
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son.  married  Cloy  Kiley  and  unto  them  were  born 
the  following  children:  Byron,  who  now  resides  in 
Missouri;  George,  a  farmer,  who  makes  his  home  in 
Michigan;  Hiland,  of  this  sketch;  Joseph  E..  a  ma- 
son bj'  trade,  living  in  San  Francisco.  Cal.;  Edgar, 
a  carpenter  residing  in  Michigan;  riarle_y,  also  a 
mason  of  San  Francisco;  Richard,  who  died  in  1875; 
Richard  L.,  a  farmer  living  m  Michigan,  and  C^rus, 
who  died  in  1816. 

The  educational  advantages  which  our  subject 
received  were  those  afforded  by  the  common 
schools,  but  by  reading  and  observation  in  subse- 
quent years,  he  has  become  a  well-informed  man. 
When  eleven  years  old.  his  i)arents  emigrated  from 
Ohio  to  Calhoun  County,  ;Mich.,and  though  it  was 
February,  and  the  snow  about  two  feet  deep,  he 
drove  a  flock  of  sheep  all  the  way,  a  distance  of 
two  hundred  and  eight_y  miles,  a  task  that  would 
now  be  thought  hard  for  a  man.  At  the  age  of 
fourteen,  he  began  working  as  a  farm  hand  by  the 
montti  and  was  Ihus  employed  for  four  years.  De 
ciding  to  follow  some  other  pursuit,  he  then  served 
a  three-j-ears  apprenticeship  to  the  m.ason's  trad(;. 
In  1865,  he  came  to  Illinois,  locating  in  La  Salle 
County,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  for  ten 
years,  when,  in  1875,  he  removed  to  De  Witt 
County.  On  coming  to  Ford  County  in  1880.  he 
resumed  the  occupation  of  farming  and  purchased 
one  hundred  acres  of  land  on  section  19,  Dix 
Township,  where  he  has  since  made  las  home. 

September  15,  1854,  Mr.  Stimpson  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Bigelow,  daughter  of 
Amos  and  Nancy  Bigelow.  The  lad}'  was  born  in 
Redford,  Wayne  County,  Mich.,  July  25,  1838. 
Four  children  were  born  unto  them:  Richard  L., 
who  is  now  carrying  on  a  meat  market  in  Gibson; 
Susan  B..  wife  of  W.  S  Proctor;  Maud,  who  died  in 
1889,  and  one  child  who  died  in  infancy.  They  also 
reared  an  adopted  son,  Frank  Felleu.  The  Stimp- 
son household  is  the  al)ode  of  hospitality,  and  the 
members  of  the  family'  have  many  warm  friends  in 
the  community. 

Mr.  Stimpson  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Sev- 
enth Day  Adventist  Church,  and,  in  politics  he  is  a 
supporter  of  Republican  principles.  He  is  a  citizen 
who  takes  an  active  interest  in  all  that  pertains  to 
the  welfare  of  the  community  and  the  promotion 


of  those  enterpri-ses  calculated  to  prove  of  public 
benefit.  Those  who  know  him  esteem  him  highly 
for  his  sterling  worth,  and  he  well  deserves  their 
warm  regard,  for  his  life  has  been  well  spent. 


-     CO 


So' 


EV.  HENRY  DUERINGER,  who  is  now 
successfully  engaged  in  general  farming 
li\\\  and  stock-raising  on  section  21,  Dix  Town- 
^fR  ^lip,  was  born  in  Kurhessen,  Germany, 
November  8,  1844,  and  is  a  son  of  William  and 
Paulina  (Ilaberl)  Dueringer.  His  parents  were 
married  in  Kurhessen  in  the  j-ear  1840,  and  by 
their  union  were  born  four  children:  Katherine, 
wife  of  Adam  Gehres,  of  Streator,  111.;  Henry,  of 
this  sketch;  Fredericka,  wife  of  a  Mr.  Smith,  a  lock- 
smith of  Newark,  N.  J.;  and  Minnie,  wife  of  Lewis 
Moniot,  a  farmer  of  Girard,  Kan.  The  father  of 
this  family  followed  the  occupation  of  farming  as 
a  means  of  livelihood  for  many  years.  In  1852, 
he  emigrated  with  his  wife  and  children  to  Amer- 
ica, locating  in  the  city  of  Newark.  N.  J.,  where 
he  spent  ten  months.  He  then  came  to  Illinois, 
locating  in  La  Salle  County,  where  he  followed 
farming  until  1890.  Since  that  time,  he  and  his 
wife  have  lived  retired  in  the  city  of  Ottawa.  Both 
are  members  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church,  and 
in  politics.  Rev.  Dueringer  is  a  Democrat.  His 
life  has  been  an  industrious  one  and  perseverance 
and  careful  management  have  gained  for  him  a 
handsome  competence. 

Our  subject  acquired  a  good  classical  education 
in  Newark,  N.  J.,  preparing  himself  for  the  minis- 
try, but  when  his  education  was  finished,  like  many 
other  brave  men,  he  abandoned  his  cliosen  work 
for  his  counti-y's  service.  Enlisting  in  November, 
1861,  he  became  a  memberof  the  First  Battalion  of 
Yates'  Sharpshooters,  Sixty-fourth  Illinois.  He 
participated  in  the  siege  of  Corinth  and  was  under 
lire  nineteen  times.  He  was  not  wounded,  but  con- 
tracted lung  trouble,  which  has  totally  disabled 
him  for  his  chosen  profession,  and  after  eighteen 
months'  service,  he  was  discharged  on  account  of 
disability. 

The  following  letter  of  commendation  was 
given  him  on  his  discharge: 
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Headquarters  Post  Glendale, 

Camp  of  Yates'  Sliari)slio<)ters. 
Glknoale,  Miss,  May    15,    1863. 

To  whom  it  may  concern: 

The  bearer  hereof,  Henr^'  J)ueringer,  private  of 
Company  A,  Yates'  Sharpshooters,  Sixty-fourtli 
Regiment  Illinois  Volunteers,  was  enlisted  at  Ot- 
tawa, November  2,  1!S61,  and  from  that  time  to  the 
])resent,  lias,  under  all  circumstances,  done  his  duty 
as  a  good  soldier.  He  has  never  committed  any 
breach  of  disciiiline,  nor  suffered  any  military  pun- 
ishment, but  lias  at  all  tunes  conducted  himself 
so  as  to  win  the  approbation  of  his  regimental 
and  company  commander. 

C.  I.  Coxi;i;k,  First  Lieutenant, 
Ciiminanding  Company  A,    Yates'  Sharpshooters. 

Apiiroved:     John   Moiuiii.L,  Lieut.-Colonel, 
Commanding  Yates'  Sharpshooters. 

I  take  pleasure  in  ath'rming  the  above  statement 
and  much  regret  the  necessity  of  his  discharge 
from  the  service.         J.  T.  Stewaht, 

Surgeon  of  the  Regiment. 

On  the  "ilst  of  January,  1868,  Rev.  Dueringer 
married  Miss  Minnie  Morscli,  who  was  born  in 
Baden,  Germany,  September  27,  1846,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Conrad  and  Ernestine  (Brandner) 
Morsch.  Thirteen  children  have  been  born  of 
their  union  as  follows:  Henry  W.,  George  E.,  Oscar 
J.,  Rose  P.,  Charles  F.,  Minnie  K.,  Jennie  M.,  Wal- 
ter A.;  Emma  L.,  deceased;  Herman  J.,  Lewis  T., 
Gilbert  H.  and  Clara  E. 

In  1873,  Rev.  Dueringer  was  called  to  take 
charge  of  the  German  Methodist  Church  of  Frank- 
ford,  Will  County,  111.,  and  continued  to  serve  as 
its  pastor  for  three  successive  years.  From  Frank- 
ford  he  was  called  to  Arlington  Heights,  Cook 
County,  and  remained  there  for  one  year.  Thence 
he  went  to  Peru,  111.,  and  remained  there  two 
years;  from  there  to  Cedar  Lake,  Ind.,  remaining 
there  three  years,  and  thence  to  the  city  of  Chicago, 
to  Emanuel  Church,  on  the  AVest  Side.  He  re- 
mained there  for  one  year,  when  his  health  entirely 
failed  him  and  he  retired  to  his  present  home 
farm,  in  Dix  Township,  where  he  has  ever  re- 
mained since.  In  connection  with  the  raising  of 
cereals,  he  gives  considerable  attention  to  stock- 
raising,  making  a  specialty  of  thoroughbred  horses 
and  hogs.  His  home  has  been  in  Ford  County 
since  1868,  and  he  is  widely  and  favorable  known 


throughout  the  community,  where  he  makes  his 
home.  He  has  lilled  the  otiice  of  Justice  of  the 
Peace  and  Notary  l^ublic  for  six  years  and  was 
also  Assessor  for  one  year.  He  is  a  true  friend  to 
the  grand  system  of  public-school  instruction  in 
the  United  States.  He  has  been  ideiititied  with  the 
official  board  of  his  district  for  .seven  years  and  is 
at  present  Clerk  of  the  board.  He  is  a  member  of 
Lott  Post,  G.  A.  R.  No.  70,  Department  of  Illi- 
nois.    He  is  ex-Chaplain. 

In  political  affiliations,  he  is  a  Republican,  and 
cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  the  Martyr  Presi- 
dent, .\braham  Lincoln.  He  still  holds  a  super- 
annuated relation  to  the  Chicago  German  Confer- 
ence of  the  Jlethodist  Church.  He  receives  a  pen- 
sion in  recognition  of  his  faithful  services  during 
the  late  war.  His  fidelity  to  duty  in  that  case  is  but 
characteristic  of  his  entire  life,  for  no  trust,  either 
public  or  private,  has  ever  suffered  at  his  hands. 

Mrs.  Dueringer,  the  wife  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Baden,  Germany,  but  her  girlhood  days  were 
spent  in  Illinois.  She  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Illinois  and  is  a  reader  of  German  and 
English.  She  is  a  kind  and  cordial  lady,  a  loving 
and  tender  mother,  an  affectionate  wife  and  a  valu- 
able helpmate  of  her  husband. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Dueringer  have  traveled  the  jour- 
ney of  life  together  hand  in  hand  for  one  quarter 
of  a  century,  sharing  the  joys  and  sorrows  of  life 
together,  and  this  beautiful  life  sketch  will  be 
read  by  many  of  the  excellent  peoi)le  of  Ford 
County,  who  well  know  him  for  his  sterling  worth 
and  integrit}'. 


^>-^^<m 


AVID  METCALP'  is  engaged  in  general 
farming  on  section  30,  l^ix  Township, 
where  he  owns  eighty  acres  which  he  pur- 
chased from  the  railroad  comi)any  thirty- 
five  years  ago.  This  county  was  then  a  part  of 
Vermilion  County,  so  that  Mr.  ISIetcalf  has  wit- 
nessed its  entire  growtli.  He  was  born  iu  West- 
moreland, Elngland,  November  26,  1H23.  and  is  a 
sou    of   Leonard  and   Dorothy  (McKay)  Metcalf. 
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They  had  a  family  of  three  childien:  David,  of 
this  sketch;  George,  a  cooper  h^-  trade,  residing  in 
Ford  County,  and  Isabella,  who  is  living  in  Eng- 
land. The  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and 
died  in  1831.  His  wife  long  survived  him,  passing 
away  in  1869.  The}'  were  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Church.  Both  spent  their  entire  lives  in 
England. 

The  educational  advantages  of  our  subject  were 
limited.  He  attended  the  common  schools  only 
until  twelve  years  of  age  and  was  then  bound  out 
foi  three  years  to  learn  the  cooper's  trade,  which 
he  followed  until  coming  to  America.  Taking 
passage  on  a  sailing-vessel,  he  crossed  the  broad 
Atlantic  from  Liverpool  to  New  York  City  in 
1852.  His  first  location  was  made  in  Fall  River, 
Mass.  He  began  working  in  the  print  works  of 
that  place  and  was  there  employed  until  18.57,  when 
he  came  to  Illinois.  He  purchased  sixty-nine  acres 
of  railroad  land  on  what  is  now  section  30,  Dix 
Township,  to  which  he  has  since  added  b}'  pur- 
chase thirt}-  acres  and  has  here  since  made  his  home. 

.just  before  sailing  for  America,  Mr.  ISIetcalf  was 
married.  May  8,  1852,  to  Miss  Sarah  Bell,  daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (Dawson)  Bell.  She,  too, 
was  born  in  Westmoreland,  England,  April  2!), 
1827.  Four  children  were  bnrn  of  their  union: 
Samuel  Leonard,  a  farmer  residing  in  Kansas;  Sa- 
rah I.,  wife  of  David  Speedie.a  farmer  residing  in 
Dix  Township;  William  C,  who  is  engaged  in  ag- 
ricultural pursuits  in  Nebraska,  and  George  D., 
who  died  on  the  5th  of  .Inly,  1875. 

During  the  late  war,  Mr.  Jletcalf  enlisted,  Sep- 
tember 27,  1864, asa  private  in  Com[)any  B,  Eighth 
Illinois  Infantry.  He  i)aiticipated  in  the  siege  and 
battle  of  Mobile  and  many  other  engagements  and 
at  the  close  of  the  war  was  honorably  discharged, 
October  5,  1865.  When  his  countiy  no  longer 
needed  his  services,  he  returned  to  his  home  in 
Ford  County  and  resumed  farming.  He  has  met 
with  good  success  in  his  luideitakings  and  has  be- 
come one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  the  com- 
nuinitj'.  AVhatever  success  he  h.as  achieved  in  life 
has  been  due  to  his  own  efforts  and  he  is  truly  a 
self-made  man.  In  political  opinion,  ]Mr.  Metcalf 
is  a  Republican,  and,  in  religious  belief,  is  a  Meth- 
odist, as  is  also  his  wife.     He  has  long  been  a  val- 


ued citizen  of  the  community  and  is  deserving  of 
mention  in  the  history  of  his  adopted  county.  He 
is  a  strong  advocate  of  temperance  iniiiciiilcs. 


^♦•{•♦•J-t 


P.VVII)  KEIGHIN,  one  of  Mona's  oldest  set- 
)  tiers,  w.as  born  in  Peel,  Isle  of  Man,  Ma\-  18, 
1825.  He  was  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Betsy 
(Garrette)  Keighin.  He  left  the  island,  and  after 
a  long  vo}'age  in  a  sailiug-ve.ssel  landed  in  New 
Orleans  in  April,  1849.  He  went  to  Peoria  in  May, 
1849,  where  he  engaged  in  the  building  business 
until  October,  1862,  when  he  entered  the  army  as 
sutler  of  the  Seven t\--.seventh  Illinois,  where  he 
remained  until  the  close  of  the  war.  In  3I.ay, 
1851,  he  w.as  married  to  Mary  Ann  Cowley,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  and  Kate  (Teare)  Cowley.  She  was 
born  in  the  Isle  of  Man,  August  31,  1827,  landed 
in  New  Orleans,  M.ay  15,  1848,  and  settled  in  Mem- 
phis until  her  marriage. 

For  four  years  after  the  close  of  the  war,  Mr. 
Keighin  remained  in  the  South  raising  cotton.  He 
then  returned  to  Peoria,  and  shortly  afterwards 
came  to  Ford  County,  locating  in  Mona  Township. 
He  purchased  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of 
land  on  section  11,  and  developed  therefrom  a  line 
farm  ui)on  which  he  made  his  home  until  1883.  In 
that  year  he  removed  to  Kemi)ton,  111.,  where  he 
eng.aged  in  buying  grain  for  six  years.  At  the 
present  time  he  is  living  a  retired  life  in  Chicago. 
He  was  the  first  Supervisor  of  Mona  Township  and 
was  honored  with  other  public  offices.  In  politics, 
he  is  a  Republican  and  is  a  member  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church.  In  the  Keighin  family  were 
seven  children:  William  T.,  who  is  now  living  on 
the  old  homestead;  Lizzie  and  Isabell,  who  died  in 
infancy;  Charles  F.,  who  died  in  1889;  David  B.; 
Jklargaret  A.,  who  married  S.  A.  Goodman,  Novem- 
ber 15,  1889;  and  Minnie  E,  who  is  living  with  iier 
parents  in  Chicago.  Charles  F.  was  engaged  in  the 
grain  business  with  his  father  until  his  death  Au- 
gust 26,  1889;  his  wife,  Ella  J.,  died  nine  weeks  be- 
fore, leaving  one  child,  Harold  B..  three  years  old. 
William  T.  was  born  in  Peoria,  where  he  received 
his  education;  David  B.  acquired  his  education  in 
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the  schools  of  Peoria  and  Paxton.  He  was  reared 
to  manhood  under  the  parental  roof  and  on  at- 
taining his  niajorit}-  was  united  in  inari'iage  with 
Miss  Alice  Benson,  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Han- 
nah (Kemp)  Benson.  Tlieir  union  has  been  graced 
by  one  child,  a  sou,  Clarence  B.  Mr.  Keighin  and 
his  wife  are  well-known  young  people  of  this  com- 
munity and  are  higlily  esteemed  by  a  wide  circle 
of  friends  and  acquaintances. 

William  T.  and  David  B.  operate  the  old  home- 
stead farm,  comprising  four  hundred  and  eighty 
acres.  In  connection  with  general  farming  they 
engage  quite  extensively  in  stock-raising,  making 
a  specialty  of  thoroughbred  cattle.  They  are  suc- 
cessful farmers  .and  are  recognized  .as  among  the 
le.ading  agriculturists  of  the  community. 


_^ 


'MOS  S.  ARNOLD,  who  is  eng.agcd  in 
general  farming  on  section  !*,  L3'man 
Township,  is  a  native  of  Clinton  County, 
N.  Y.,  born  .lanwary  20,  1830.  His  par- 
ents were  Stuklcy  and  Lovicy  (Lolidell)  Arnold, 
the  former  a  native  of  Clinton  County',  N.  Y.,  and 
the  latter  of  the  Green  Mountain  State.  By  occu- 
pation, the  father  was  a  farmer  and  followed  that 
business  throughout  his  entire  life.  He  served  as 
a  member  of  the  old  State  militia,  and  in  Ins  polit- 
ical afliliations  was  a  Whig.  He  died  in  his  native 
county  at  the  age  of  seventy-six,  and  his  wife 
died  at  the  age  of  eighty-tiiree.  They  had  a  family 
of  four  children,  all  of  whom  are  yet  living:  ]Ma\- 
L.,  who  resides  in  Clinton  County,  N.  Y.;  .Saman- 
tha,  who  also  makes  her  home  in  tliat  county; 
Abigail,  wife  of  J.  B.  White,  Slieritf  of  Clinton 
County,  elected  on  the  Republican  ticket. 

Amos  S.  Arnold  is  the  eldest  child  and  only  son 
of  the  family.  The  educational  privileges  which 
he  received  were  those  afforded  by  the  common 
schools,  and  when  he  began  earning  his  own  live- 
lihood, he  worked  as  a  farm  hand  at  18  per  month. 
He  was  married,  July  23,  18.t8,  to  Mi.ss  Lora  N. 
Johnson,  a  daughter  of  David  and  Ceba  (Ayers) 
Johnson,  a  native  of  Clinton  County,  N.  Y.  Her 
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father  was  a  farmer,  and  could  trace  his  lineage 
back  to  England.  His  father  w.as  a  soldier  in  the 
War  of  1812,  and  was  given  a  land  warrant  for 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acies.  Mr.  Johnson  was  a 
Whig  in  his  political  afliliations  until  the  rise  of 
the  Republican  party,  with  which  he  became  iden- 
tified. His  death  occurred  at  the  age  of  sixty-five 
years,  but  his  wife  is  still  living  on  the  old  home- 
stead, at  the  age  of  seventy-three.  Thej'  liad  six 
children:  Flora,  Lora,  p]lizal)eth,  Amanda,  Martha, 
and  Iva;  all,  except  one,  are  living.  Unto  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Arnold  have  been  born  seven  children:  Hattie, 
who  was  born  in  the  Empire  State,  and  was  a  stu- 
dent in  the  Valparaiso  Normal,  is  now  the  wife  of 
P^li  McNeil,  a  farmer  of  Clinton  County,  N.  Y.,  by 
whom  he  has  one  daughter,  Pearl;  Johnson  D.,  a 
farmer  of  Lyman  Township,  married  Rebecca 
Swigg,  and  they  have  two  sons,  Clyde  .and  Rali)h; 
Elma  is  the  wife  of  Carv.asso  Cook,  of  Ford 
County,  III.,  and  they  have  a  son  and  daughter, 
Ellis  and  Vina  L.;  Marj'  E..  is  the  wife  of  Ervin 
Bunker,  a  farmer;  Ceba,  Silas  S.  and  Seward  M. 
are  at  home. 

In  18ti8,  l\Ir.  Arnold  bade  good-bye  to  his  old 
home,  and,  with  his  family-,  emigrated  to  Ford 
County,  which  was  then  a  sparsely  settled  region, 
the  land  being  mostly  in  its  primitive  condition. 
It  was  a  great  contrast  for  the  family,  who  had 
left  a  pleasant  home  in  the  East  to  live  in  this  un- 
settled region  and  bear  all  the  hardshi()s  and  pri- 
vations of  frontier  life.  Lyman  Township  was 
then  a  part  of  Brenton,  and  Melvin  and  Roberts 
were  not  yet  laid  out.  With  the  growth  and  de- 
velopment of  the  county  since  that  time,  Mr.  Ar- 
nold has  been  prominently  identified,  and  h.asever 
borne  his  part  in  its  u|)buil(ling  and  advancement. 
He  is  now  one  of  the  extensive  land-owners  of  this 
community,  owning  five  hundred  and  sixt_y  acres 
of  ricli  land  in  Ford  County, liesides  property  else- 
where. Their  beautiful  home,  with  its  many  ini- 
provements,  gives  evidence  of  the  industrious  life 
and  indicates  the  enterprising  and  [n'ogressive 
spirit  of  the  owner. 

Mr.  Arnold  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Gen.  Winfleld  Scott,  and  is  now  a  stalwart  sup- 
porter of  the  Republican  party.  He  is  a  friend  to 
all  educational, social  and  moral  interests,  and  .any 


766 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


enterprise  calculated  to  benefit  the  community. 
His  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church. 
Mr.  Arnold  is  classed  among  the  wealth}'  and  influ- 
ential citizens  of  the  community,  and  is  held  in 
high  regard  by  all  who  know  him.  He  may  well 
be  termed  a  self-made  man,  for  to  his  own  efforts 
alone  is  due  his  success  in  life. 


=-^^+^[ 


'^  AMIiH  MOLLOY,  who  is  engaged  in  gen- 
eral farming  on  .section  21,  Dix  Township' 
has  long  been  a  resident  of  Ford  Countj- 
and  has  witnessed  almost  its  entire  growth 
and  development.  A  native  of  the  Emerald  Isle, 
he  was  born  in  County  Meade,  in  1832,  and  is  the 
youngest  in  a  family  of  five  children.  The  par- 
ents," Thomas  and  Mary  (Pox)  Molloy,  were  also 
natives  of  Ireland.  Of  their  children,  Patrick,  the 
eldest,  and  Allen,  the  fourth,  are  both  deceased; 
Kate,  Elizabeth  and  .James  are  still  living. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  man- 
hood upon  his  father's  farm,  no  event  of  impor- 
tance occurring  during  his  boyhood.  His  educa- 
tion was  acquired  in  the  common  schools.  At  the 
age  of  eighteen,  he  determined  to  trj-  his  fortune 
in  America,  and  in  1850  sailed  for  the  United 
States,  landing  in  New  York  City.  He  made  his 
first  location  in  Middleton,  Conn.,  where  he  began 
to  earn  his  livelihood  as  a  day  laborer.  Eight 
j-ears  of  his  life  were  passed  in  that  State,  after 
which  he  removed  to  Pennsylvania,  locating  in 
Bucks  County,  where  he  spent  one  3ear.  He  then 
came  to  the  West,  locating  in  Henderson  County-, 
111.,  where  be  resided  until  1869.  That  year  wit- 
nessed his  arrival  in  Ford  County,  and  he  has 
since  been  one  of  its  prominent  citizens.  He 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  21,  and 
has  since  made  his  home  there  and  eng.aged  in 
general  farming  and  stock-raising.  He  now  has  a 
good  farm,  and  in  his  business  dealings  he  has 
been  quite  successful. 

In  18,57,  Mr.  Molloy  w.as  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Julia  Martin,  in  Bucks  County,  Pa.,  and 
unto  them  have  been  born  five  children,  four 
sons  and  one  daughter,  of  whom  three  are  j'et  liv- 


ing: Thomas,  who  now  makes  his  home  in  Liv- 
ingston County,  111.,  is  married  and  is  an  agricul- 
turist; James,  a  resident  of  Texas,  is  eng.aged  in 
railroading  on  the  Santa  Fe;  and  John  C,  who  re- 
sides in  Illinois,  is  eng.aged  in  traveling.  Frank 
and  Allen  are  both  deceased. 

In  his  political  attiliations,  Mr.  Molloy  is  a 
Democrat,  but  has  never  been  an  office-seeker, 
preferring  to  devote  his  entire  time  and  attention 
to  his  business  interests.  Religiously,  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Catholic  Church.  His  residence  in 
Ford  County  covers  the  long  period  of  twenty- 
three  years.  He  lias  witnessed  its  growth  from 
the  da^'S  of  its  early  infancy,  and  has  ever  Ijorne 
his  share  in  the  work  of  upbuilding  and  advance- 
ment. He  has  t.iken  a  commendable  interest  in 
all  that  pertains  to  the  welfare  of  the  community 
and  has  proved  himself  a  valuable  citizen  of  Dix 
Township. 


j^^RANK  S.  DRENDEL.  who  owns  and  oper- 
r^i^  ates  four  hundred  acres  of  land  on  section 
[\  21,  Mona   Township,  is  widely  and   favor- 

ably known  throughout  this  communit}-  and 
we  feel  assured  that  this  record  of  his  life  will 
prove  of  interest  to  many  of  our  readers.  He  was 
born  in  Germany  on  the  11th  of  November,  1839, 
and  is  one  of  five  children,  whose  parents  were 
Martin  and  Mary  (Smith)  Drendel.  In  order  of 
birth,  the  children  were  as  follows:  Francis,  Frank 
S.,  Barbara,  George  and  Lewis. 

Our  subject  was  born  and  reared  ujjon  his  father's 
farm,  no  event  of  special  importance  occurring 
during  his  lioyhood  days.  He  was  educated  in  botli 
French  and  German.  At  the  .age  of  fourteen,  he 
hired  out  as  a  farm  hand  in  the  old  country,  work- 
ing by  the  year,  and  w.as  thus  employed  until  1865, 
when  he  determined  to  try  his  fortune  in  America. 
Crossing  the  broad  Atlantic,  he  landed  at  New 
York  City.  Coming  at  once  to  Illinois,  he  located 
in  Du  Page  County,  where  he  worked  upon  a  farm 
for  two  mouths.  He  then  went  to  .St.  Louis,  Mo., 
and  subsequently  to  New  Orleans,  after  which  he 
returned   to  Illinois.     In   the  spring  of  1866,  we 
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find  him  in  Joliet,  where  he  worked  as  a  laborer  for 
two  years,  and  in  1868  lie  came  to  Ford  County. 
Here  he  fiist  rented  land  and  broke  i)rairie  for  live 
years.  Having  in  the  meantime  ac(iiiired  some 
capital  by  his  industry  and  perseverance,  he  then 
purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  on 
section  21,  Mona  Township,  where  he  has  since 
resided.  The  boundaries  of  his  farm  have  since 
been  extended  until  he  now  owns  four  hundred 
acres  of  valuable  land  under  a  high  state  of  culti- 
vation and  well  improved.  The  fields  are  well 
tilled  and  the  neat  appearance  of  the  i)lace  indi- 
cates the  careful  supervision  of  a  thrifty  manager. 

In  1869,  Mr.  Drendel  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Mary  Slater,  and  by  the  union  of  this  worthy 
couple  nine  children  have  been  born,  five  sous  and 
four  daughters,  as  follows:  George,  Rebecca,  Susie, 
Ilenrj',  Frank,  Frederick,  Mary,  Annie  and  Martin. 
The  family  circle  remains  unbroken  and  all  are  yet 
under  the  parental  roof. 

In  his  political  affiliations,  Mr.  Drendel  is  a 
Democrat,  but  has  never  been  an  office-seeker, 
preferring  to  devote  his  entire  time  and  attention 
to  his  business  interests.  He  holds  membership 
with  the  Catholic  Church  and  has  given  liberally 
to  its  support.  The  cause  of  education  finds  in  him 
a  warm  friend,  and  for  sixteen  years  he  has  served 
as  School  Director,  during  which  time  he  has  done 
effective  service  for  its  interests.  He  is  numbered 
among  the  substantial  citizens  of  the  community, 
is  highly  respected  and  well  deserves  representa- 
tion in  this  volume. 


^^EORGE  D.  WOOD,  deceased,  was  born  in 
III  ,_-,  Monroe  Count3',  N.  Y.,  September  2,  1828, 
?^^  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Brooks) 
Wood,  who  were  also  natives  of  the  Emiiire  State. 
The  following  children  were  born  to  them:  Charles, 
who  is  now  deceased;  Jane,  Emily,  George  D., 
Lewis;  Ellen  J.,  John  and  Lewis,  all  three  deceased; 
Mary,  Henderson;  Wallace,  deceased;  and  one  who 
died  in  infancy. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch   spent   his   boyhood 
days  upon  a  farm   and  acquired   his   education   in 


the  common  schools  of  the  neighborliood.  He 
remained  at  home  until  the  time  of  the  gold  excite- 
ment in  California,  when  he  made  a  trip  b}'  water 
to  that  State,  and  spent  three  jears  on  the  Pacific 
slope.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period,  he  re- 
turned to  New  York,  where  he  lived  tiie  (juiet  life 
of  a  farmer  until  the  lireaking  out  of  the  late  war. 
In  September,  1862,  he  responded  to  the  call  for 
troops,  enlisting  as  one  of  the  boys  in  l)lue  of  Com- 
pany D,  One  Hundred  .  and  Fortieth  New  York 
Infantry.  He  served  under  Gen.  (irant  at  Getty.s- 
burg,  was  at  the  battles  of  Richmond,  the  siege  of 
^'icksburg,  and  many  other  engagements  of  less 
importance.  While  on  picket  dut\%  he  was  taken 
prisoner  and  confined  in  Libby  and  Andersonville 
prisons  for  nearly  six  months,  after  which  he  was 
exchanged.  He  then  rejoined  his  regiment  and 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  honor- 
abl}'  discharged  on  the  3d  of  June,  186.5,  after 
more  than  two  years  and  a  half  of  faithful  service. 

Mr.  Wood  then  returned  to  his  home  in  New 
York  and  after  a  year  came  to  Illinois,  in  1866. 
He  settled  in  Livingston  County,  near  Cliatsworth, 
and  engaged  in  farming.  In  1867,  he  sold  that 
farm  and  came  to  Ford  County,  where  he  pur- 
chased one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  railroad 
land  on  section  9,  Dix  Township.  On  the  24th  of 
December,  of  that  j'ear,  he  married  Miss  Sarah  L. 
Gridley,  daughter  of  Judah  and  Eunice  (Andrews) 
Gridley,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  New  York. 
Four  children  were  born  of  this  marriage:  Will- 
iam, who  wedded  Miss  Mattic  Col  well  and  has 
charge  of  the  old  home  farm;  Clayton,  who  died  in 
1874;  Una,  at  home;  and  Hudson,  who  died  in 
1876. 

Mr.  Wood  placed  his  land  all  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation  and  upon  the  home  farm  re- 
sided until  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  26th 
of  October,  1876,  his  remains  being  interred  in 
Gibson  Cemeter3'.  He  was  a  prominent  citizen  of 
the  community  and  many  friends  mourn  his  loss. 
He  lived  an  upright  life  and  won  the  high  regard 
of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  In  politics, 
he  was  a  Democrat.  Mrs.  Wood  is  still  living  on 
the  home  farm  with  her  children.  She  is  an  estim- 
able lady  and  is  held  in  high  regard  throughout 
the  community. 
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Mrs.  Wood's  father,  J iidah  B.  Gridley,  was  a  na- 
tive of  New  York.  He  was  reared  in  his  native 
State,  and  he  made  agriculture  his  chosen  avoca- 
tion, but  was  a  dealer  in  vehicles.  He  was  a 
Republican  in  his  political  beliefs.  He  died  in 
1876,  in  New  York.  The  mother,  Eunice  Andrews, 
was  a  native  of  the  old  Bay  State,  and  was  reared 
in  New  York.  Both  parents  were  educated  in  the 
common  schools.     She  died  in  1858. 

Mrs.  Wood's  girlhood  days  were  spent  upon  the 
farm,  and  she  was  educated  in  the  common  schools, 
and  was  a  student  in  the  Riga  Acaden^y,  in  Monroe 
County,  N.  Y.,  for  about  one  sdiool  year,  and  at  a 
select  school  at  Bergen,  N.  Y.,  for  three  winters. 
Mrs.  Wood  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church 
at  Gibson,  111. 


<#> 


'OHN  PETERS  is  a  well-known  and  enter- 
prising agriculturist  of  Dix  Townshii).  He 
owns  a  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  situated  on  section  20.  It  has  been 
his  home  for  only  about  two  years,  but  already 
shows  the  effect  of  the  careful  management  of  the 
owner.  The  fields  are  well  tilled,  the  improvements 
well  kept  up,  and  the  stock  which  he  raises  is  of 
good  grades.  The  place  is  complete  in  all  its  ap- 
pointments and  is  one  of  the  model  farms  of  the 
neighborhood. 

Mr.  Peters  is  a  native  of  llolstein,  (Germany. 
He  was  born  on  the  12th  of  March,  1842,  and  is 
one  of  SIX  children  who  were  born  unto  Hans  and 
Margaret  (Heescli)  Peters.  His  parents  were  natives 
of  the  same  province  and  were  there  reared  and 
married.  The  father  served  as  a  soldier  in  his  na- 
tive land  for  many  years.  His  death  occurred  in 
1870,  and  his  wife,  who  survived  him  ten  years, 
passed  away  in  1880.  Of  their  family,  Henr^'  is 
now  living  in  America;  Catherine  has  never  left 
the  Fatherland;  John  is  the  next  younger;  Peter 
is  a  resident  of  McLean  Couut3',  111.;  Heinrich  is 
living  in  Germany;  and  William  is  also  yet  in  the 
Old  Country. 

In  the  schools  of  his  native  land  our  subject  ac- 
quired a  good  classical  education,  which  has  fitted 


him  for  the  practical  duties  of  life.  After  attain- 
ing to  mature  years  he  was  united  in  marriage  on  the 
24th  of  December,  1865,  with  Miss  Catherine  Shoe- 
maker, who  was  born  in  German}',  December  30, 
1844,  and  is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Anna 
(Dethlefs)  Shoemaker.  By  their  union  have  been 
born  ten  children  and  three  are  living,  a  son  and 
two  daughters:  Adeline,  the  eldest,  is  the  wife  of 
Edgar  Thornton,  a  resident  farmer  of  this  county; 
John  and  Rosa  are  still  at  home. 

It  was  in  1868  that  Mr.  Peters,  accompanied  by 
his  f am il}%  crossed  the  broad  Atlantic  to  New  York 
Cit}',  from  whence  he  came  to  Illinois.  His  first 
location  was  made  at  Blooinington,  111.,  and  in  that 
locality  he  engaged  in  working  upon  a  farm  by  the 
month  for  three  years.  On  the  expiration  of  that 
period,  he  began  farming  for  himself  in  that  county, 
where  he  made  his  home  until  1880.  Coming  to 
Ford  County  in  the  spring  of  1880,  he  purchased 
his  beautiful  home.  In  his  political  attiliations, 
Mr.  Peters  is  a  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  with  the  German  Lutheran  Church  he  holds 
membership.  It  was  an  important  day  for  him  when 
he  decided  to  come  to  America,  for  in  this  country 
he  h.as  prospered  and  won  for  himself  a  handsome 
competence. 

Mrs.  Peters'  girlhood  days  were  spent  in  the 
town  of  Hennstedt,  Province  of  Holstein,  Germany. 
She  was  educated  in  the  German  schools.  She  had 
Ave  sisters  and  one  brother.  There  are  Ave  living, 
as  follows:  p]da,wife  of  Dethlef  TabberL,  who  resides 
in  Bioomington,  engaged  in  mercantile  life;  Anna, 
wife  of  John  Sieli,  an  agriculturist,  resides  in  Kan- 
sas; Mrs.  Peters  is  the  next  in  the  genealog}'; 
Phcebe,  wife  of  Albert  Venino,  engaged  m  the 
manufacture  of  wax  flowers,  resides  in  New  Jer.sey ; 
Mary,  wife  of  C.  J.  Heckens,  a  farmer,  resides  in 
Drummer  Township.  She  is  the  youngest  living. 
Both  of  Mrs.  Peters'  parents  are  deceased,  the  father 
dying  in  America.  For  over  a  quarter  of  a  century, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peters  have  traveled  the  pilgrimage 
of  life  hand  in  hand.  She  has  been  a  valuable 
helpmate  to  her  husband,  and  has  shared  alike  the 
J03S  and  sorrows  of  life  together. 

Mr.  Peters  was  a  soldier  in  the  Prussian  army 
for  one  and  a-half  years.  He  was  faithful  to  the 
duties  entrusted  to  him  and  honorably  discharged. 
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Besides  his  i)enutifiil  lionie  in  Dis  Township,  lie 
has  one  liundicd  and  sixty  acres  of  good  land  in 
Knox  County,  Neb.  He  and  wife  are  considered 
amongst  the  host  citizens  of  Dix  Township  and  his 
word  as  good  as  his  bond. 


I  »l.  >J  >   I  !■  »  ■    I 


?yrF;R  IIOLLEN  is  one  of  the  extensive 
land  owners  and  a  prosperous  farmer  of 
Dix  Township,  residing  on  section  3.  He 
was  born  in  Denni.irk.  Aiig\ist  20, 18.")4,and 
is  one  of  a  family  of  seven  children,  whose  parents 
were  Peter  and  Margaret  Hollen.  Caroline,  the 
eldest  child,  is  now  the  wife  of  George  Madison,  a 
farmer  of  Denmark;  John  died  on  the  13th  of 
October,  1891,  and  his  remains  were  interred  in  the 
cemetery  of  Gibson  City;  Sophia  is  the  wife  of  John 
Peterson,  a  resident  of  Denmark;  Peter,  of  this 
sketch,  is  the  next  yonnger;  Jacob  is  an  agricul- 
turist of  California;  Hannah  M.  is  the  wife  of  Eli 
Johnson,  who  resides  in  Minnesota. 

Mr.  Hollen  whose  name  heads  this  record  sjwnt 
his  early  boyhood  upon  his  father's  farm  in  his 
native  land.  He  attended  the  common  schools 
until  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  tlie  following 
year  began  to  earn  his  own  livelihood  by  working 
as  a  farm  hand  by  the  month.  He  was  only  a  lad 
of  fifteen  when  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America, 
landing  in  New  York  City  in  1867.  He  came  at 
once  to  Illinois,  locating  in  La  Salle  County,  where 
he  worked  on  a  farm  by  tlu-  month  for  five  years. 
The  money  that  he  acquired  during  that  time  by 
his  industry  and  economy,  he  invested  in  land 
in  Ford  County,  whitlier  he  came  in  1875.  In 
connection  with  his  brother  John,  he  i)urchased 
eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  3,  Dix  Township, 
and  began  the  development  of  a  farm.  He  has 
there  since  made  his  home.  In  his  business  deal- 
ings, he  has  been  very  successful  and  as  his  finan- 
cial resources  have  increased,  he  has  increased  his 
possessions  until  he  is  now  the  owner  of  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  good  land,  all  in  Dix 
Township. 

Mr.  IloUon  was  married  December  13,  1881,  the 
lady  of  his  choice  being  Mi.ss  Annie  Longmeyer,  a 


daughter  of  John  and  Julia  (Lackey)  Longmeyer. 
By  this  marriage  have  been  born  two  children,  a 
daughter  and  son;  Allie  May  and  John  Milton. 
The  parents  are  worthy  people  who  hold  an  envia- 
ble position  in  social  circles  and  are  highly  es- 
teemed by  their  many  warm  friends  throughout 
the  community. 

In  his  political  affiliations,  Mr.  Hollen  is  a  Dem- 
ocrat and  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  success  of 
that  party.  He  is  a  .sagacious  business  man, enter- 
prising and  industrious,  and  his  fair  and  honest 
dealings  liave  not  only  won  liim  success  but  have 
secured  him  the  confidence  and  well  wishes  of  all 
with  whom  he  has  come  in  cont.act. 


R.  ISAAC  P.  FARLEY,  a  retired  farmer  re- 
siding in  Rogers  Township,  is  one  of  the 
re])resentative  and  substantial  citizens  of 
Ford  County,  widely-  and  prominently  known 
throughout  the  community.  His  life  record  is  as 
follows:  He  was  born  in  Crawford  County,  Pa., 
November  22,  1829.  and  is  a  son  of  Samuel  C. 
Farley,  who  was  born  in  New  York  in  1807.  The 
grandfather,  Kindall  Farley,  was  also  a  native  of 
the  Empire  State.  He  died  during  the  childhood 
of  Samuel,  who  removed  with  his  mother  to  Penn- 
sylvania. She  afterward  became  the  wife  of  Bar- 
tholomew Forbes,  a  native  of  the  Keystone  State, 
and  settled  in  Erie  County.  Samuel  Farley  was 
a  contractor  and  builder  and  did  a  good  business 
in  that  line.  In  1844,  he  emigrated  to  La  Salle 
County,  111.,  where  he  purchased  land  and  also 
followed  his  trade.  Subsequently,  he  resided  in 
Grundy  County,  and  later  in  Ford  County.  He 
was  married,  in  Pennsj-lvania,  to  Jane  A.  Walker, 
an  own  cousin  of  President  James  Buchanan.  She 
was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  as  was  her  father, 
Walter  Walker.  Mr.  Farley  died  in  Rogers  Town- 
ship in  1871.  His  wife  survived  him  about  two 
years  and  died  in  1873.  Both  lie  buried  in  Eld- 
ridgoville  Cemetery,  where  a  momuiu'nt  marks 
their  last  resting  place. 

The  Farley  family  luuiilicred  t\vv.  sons  and  two 
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daughters,  the  Doctor  being  the  second  in  order 
of  l)irth;  Kindall,  the  eldest,  died  in  earl\-  man- 
hood; Hannah  is  the  wife  of  David  Bullocli,  a 
farmer  of  Rogers  Township;  Joel  E.  resides  near 
Kempton;  James  D.,  now  deceased,  was  a  farmer 
of  Iroquois  County;  Benjamin  F.  is  a  prominent 
physician  of  York,  Neb.;  and  Sarah  M.  is  the  wife 
of  John  Ragg.  who  resides  near  York,  Neb. 

Dr.  Farley  was  only  about  sixteen  years  of  age 
when  he  came  to  Illinois.  He  completed  his  liter- 
ary education  in  the  Sandwich  High  School  and 
remained  with  his  father  until  after  he  had  at- 
tained his  majority.  He  was  united  in  marriage 
in  Dc  Kalb  County,  on  the  7th  of  Januarj-,  1850, 
with  iMi.s<  l]_'liudi  ?;;unice  Elddy,  who  was  l)orn  in 
the  town  of  Turin,  Lewis  County,  N.  Y.  Her  fa- 
tiier,  the  Rev.  "William  II.  Eddy,  a  Jlelhodist  min- 
ister, emigrated  to  Ohio  in  1838,  and  about  a  year 
later  came  to  Illinois,  locating  near  Joliet.  After 
a  year  spent  in  that  place,  he  settled  in  De  Kalb 
County. 

After  his  marriage,  the  Doctor  located  in  De 
Kalb  County,  having  a  large  and  one  of  the  best 
improved  farms  in  that  locality.  He  was  a  thrifty 
and  enterprising  agriculturist  and  was  very  suc- 
cessful in  his  undertakings.  He  afterwards  lo- 
cated upon  his  present  farm  in  Rogers  Township, 
where  he  then  spent  two  years.  The  ten  suc- 
ceeding years  of  his  life  were  jjassed  in  Chicago, 
during  which  time  he  pursued  four  courses  of  lec- 
tures in  the  Rush  Medical  College,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  1885.  He  then  made  a  loca- 
tion in  Caberj'.  This  was  in  1890.  He  Iniilt  a 
fine  residence,  and  after  engaging  in  practice  for 
about  two  years,  came  to  the  farm  in  the  spring  of 
1892,  and  is  now  boarding  with  his  son,  who 
operates  the  land.  He  expects  soon,  however,  to 
locate  in  "Waterman,  De  Kalb  County,  where  he 
owns  a  fine  residence.  He  also  owns  a  pleasant 
dwelling  in  Chicago. 

Unto  the  Doctor  and  his  wife  have  been  born 
three  children,  who  are  yet  living,  and  they  have 
lost  two:  William  Kindall  is  a  prominent  phy- 
sician of  "Waterman.  111.,  having  graduated  from 
Rush  Medical  College  in  1886;  Deloss  P.  is  a  lead- 
ing farmer  of  this  count}';  Eugene  V.,  a  commer- 
cial   traveler,   resides    in    Chicago;  Hurford  E.,  a 


m.an  of  superior  education  and  a  graduate  of  Rush 
Medical  College,  died  July  13,  1882,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-six  years;  Elnora  F.  became  the  wife  of 
George  R.  .Sapp,  of  Indiana,  and  they  resided 
with  her  parents  until  her  death,  which  occurred 
Ma^f  15,  1888,  at  the  age  of  thirt}'  years.  Dr. 
Farley  and  his  wife  also  had  an  adopted  daugh- 
ter, Ilattie,  a  lady  of  most  estimable  character. 
She  passed  away  January  17,  1879,  at  the  age  of 
thirty  years. 

The  Doctor  and  ins  wife  have  spent  almost  their 
entire  life  in  Illinois,  and  are  well  and  favoralily 
known  throughout  the  State.  He  has  been  an  ac- 
tive and  successful  business  man  all  his  life  and 
has  taken  quite  a  i)rominent  part  in  public  affairs, 
doing  all  in  his  power  to  promote  those  interests 
calculated  to  advance  the  public  welfare.  In  poli- 
tics, he  was  formerly  a  Republican,  but  now  votes 
with  the  Prohibition  party  and  is  an  active 
worker  in  the  temperance  cause.  He  .and  his  esti- 
mable wife  arc  numbered  among  Ford  Count3'"s 
best  citizens. 


~o^: 


JOSEPH  K.  JONES  is  a  practical  and  pro- 
gressive farmer  of  Dix  Township,  residing 
on  section  33.  Throughout  this  community, 
he  is  widel}'  known,  and  we  feel  .assured 
that  this  record  of  his  life  will  prove  of  interest  to 
many  of  our  readers.  He  was  born  in  Madison 
Count}',  Ind.,  October  11,  1849,  and  is  a  son  of 
Henry  and  Susan  (Dunn)  Jones.  His  parents  were 
married  in  Madison  Count}-,  and  reared  a  family 
of  eight  children,  as  follows:  Isaac  P.,  now  de- 
ceased; John,  who  is  living  in  Indiana;  James,  a 
resident  farmer  of  Dix  Township;  William  H.  and 
Rachel,  both  deceased;  Emma,  wife  of  M."V'.  Davis, 
of  Paxton,  111.;  and  Joseph  K.,  who  completes  the 
family. 

In  1855,  Henry  Jones  came  with  his  family  to 
Illinois,  settling  in  Vermilion  County,  where  he 
engaged  in  farming  for  five  years.  In  1860,  he 
came  to  Ford  County  and  .settled  in  Button  Town- 
ship, where  he  engaged  in  farming.  He  passed 
away    in    1868,  and   his  wife,  who  survived   him 
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some  years,  departed  this  life  on  the  15th  of  .Inly, 
1889.  They  were  Ijoth  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church  and  wore  highly  respected  people. 

AVe  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  Joseph 
K.  Jones,  who  acquired  a  fair  business  education 
in  the  common  schools  and  was  thereby  fitted  for 
the  practical  duties  of  life.  He  remained  under 
the  parental  roof  until  he  had  attained  his  major- 
ity and  then  started  out  in  life  for  himself.  In 
1875,  he  purchased  a  farm  on  which  he  now  resides. 
It  is  a  one  Imndrcd  and  twenty  acre  tract  of  arable 
laud  on  section  33,  Dix  Township,  and  the  well- 
tilled  fields  and  many  improvements  to  be  seen 
upon  the  place  indicate  the  thrift  and  enterprise 
of  the  owner,  who  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  leading 
agriculturists  of  the  communit}'.  He  is  an  upright 
and  straightforward  business  man  and  is  one  of  the 
highly  respected  citizens  of  the  community. 

On  the  6th  of  March,  1875,  Mr.  Jones  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Jennie  Barrow,  a  daugluer  of 
J.  F.  Barrow,  and  their  union  has  been  blessed  by 
a  family  of  six  children,  three  sons  and  three 
daughters,  namely:  Delia,  Fred  B.,Floy,  Raymond, 
Earl  and  Hazel.  Mr.  Jones  is  a  supporter  of  the 
Republican  i)arty  but  has  never  been  an  office- 
seeker.  He  belongs  to  the  Methodist  Church  and 
also  holds  membership  with  the  ()dd  Fcl'ows'  soci- 
ety. He  is  a  well-informed  man  and  one  of  the 
leading  and  intluential  citizens  of  Dix  Township. 
For  almost  a  third  of  a  century,  he  has  made  his 
home  in  Ford  Count.y  and  has  witnessed  its  entire 
growth  and  development  and  has  aided  in  its  up- 
building and  advancement.  He  ever  extends  his 
sympathy  and  hearty  co-operation  to  those  enter- 
prises which  are  calculated  to  promote  the  general 
welfare. 


^ 


ICHAEL  COLWELL,  one  of  the  honored 
pioneer  settlers  of  Ford  County,  now  en- 
gaged in  general  farming  on  section  17, 
Dix  Township,  is  a  native  of  the  Buckeye 
State.  He  was  l)orn  on  the  2'2d  of  January,  1822, 
in  Ross  County,  and  is  a  son  of  Henry  and  Mary 
(Mitchell)  Colwell.     Both  were  of  German  extrac- 


tion, but  the  former  was  a  native  of  Kentucky  and 
the  latter  of  Ohio.  Throughout  his  life,  Mr.  Col- 
well followed  the  occiupation  of  farming.  He 
served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  His  death 
occurred  in  1836,  and  his  wife,  who  survived  him 
some  eighteen  years,  passed  away  in  1854.  Plight 
children  were  born  unto  this  worthy  couple:  James, 
now  deceased;  Charles;  Robert,  also  deceased; 
Henry;  Thomas,  deceased;  Michael,  of  this  sketch; 
William  L.,  John  and  Thomas,  the  j'oungest. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  our  sub- 
ject, who  spent  his  childhood  days  under  the  pa- 
rental roof.  His  educational  privileges  were  quite 
limited.  In  the  winter  season  he  attended  school 
but  had  to  walk  three  miles  to  and  from  the  school- 
house.  His  training  in  farm  labor,  however,  was 
more  generous  and  he  was  early  inured  to  hard 
work.  He  remained  at  home  until  twenty-two 
years  of  age,  when,  with  his  brother  James,  he  en- 
gaged in  buying  and  selling  horses  and  mules  in 
Ohio.  These  he  drove  to  Virginia  and  North  and 
South  Carolina,  where  he  sold  them.  The  business 
connection  between  tiie  tvvo  brothers  lasted  for 
five  3'cars,  after  which  Michael  embarked  in  farm- 
ing for  himself. 

On  the  29th  of  October,  1849,  Mr.  Colwell  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Nancy  A.,  daughter 
of  Ricliard  and  Catherine  Crutcher.  The  30ung 
couple  removed  to  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  where  they 
spent  tvvo  years  and  then  became  residents  of 
Pickaway  County,  Ohio.  Our  subject  was  there 
engaged  in  farming  until  1853,  when,  with  his  fam- 
ily, he  came  to  Illinois,  locating  in  Ford  County. 
For  two  years  he  engaged  in  operating  a  rented 
farm  in  Patton  Township,  after  which  he  purchased 
a  farm  and  spent  two  years  in  Iroquois  County. 
He  then  sold  out  and  returned  to  Patton  Township, 
where  he  made  his  home  until  1868.  The  succeed- 
ing four  years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  Drummer 
Township,  and  in  1872  he  purchased  his  present 
fai'm,  upon  which  he  has  since  resided.  It  is  a  two- 
hundred  and  forty-acre  tract  of  valuable  land  on 
section  17,  Dix  Township,  which  is  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation  and  well  improved. 

The  following  children  have  been  boi'n  unto 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Colwell:  Richard,  now  deceased; 
Thomas:    James  and  Alviii,  both    deceased;    Ger- 
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trude;  Willard,  deceased;  Mattie;  Annie  B.;  Mary 
May,  and  one  who  died  in  infancy.  The  family  is 
one  of  prominence  in  tlie  community,  its  members 
ranking  high  in  tlie  social  circles  in  which  they 
move. 

By  his  ballot,  Mr.  Colwell  supports  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  He  has  served  as  School  Director, 
but  has  never  been  an  oflice-seeker,  preferring  to 
devote  his  entire  time  and  attention  to  his  business 
interests,  which  he  has  followed  with  good  success. 
He  is  a  worthy  citizen  of  the  commuuit}'  and 
highly  respected  b3'  all.  He  is  numbered  among 
the  earliest  settlers  of  Ford  County,  having  made 
his  home  within  its  borders  since  1853,  with  the 
exception  uf  tlie  two  j'cars  spent  in  Iroquois 
County.  He.  has  witnessed  its  entire  growth  and 
development,  and  has  seen  its  wild  lands  trans- 
formed into  rich  and  fertile  farms,  while  towns 
and  villages  have  sprung  up  where  the  land  was 
not  even  improved  at  the  time  of  his  arrival. 


-m^ 


^./ ARON  C.  BULLINGTON, a  prominent  and 
(^/lJII  well-respected  citizen  wlio  is  engaged  in 
gener-al  farming  on  section  19,Dix  Town- 
ship, is  a  native  of  Adams  Countj-,  111., 
born  March  20,  1H44.  His  father,  Robert  BuUing- 
ton,  was  born  in  Kentucky  and  was  of  Scotch 
descent.  Bj'  occupation  he  was  a  farmer.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  Long,  who  was  born  in  Indiana 
and  was  of  German  extraction.  Her  death  occurred 
in  1882,  and  Mr.  Bullington  passed  away  in  1889. 
In  their  family  were  eleven  children,  as  follows: 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  George  Harper,  died  in  1858; 
William  A.  died  in  1856;  .John  C.  died  in  infancy; 
.James  C.  is  a  practicing  physician  of  Attica,  Ind.; 
Julia  A.  died  in  infancy';  Martha  A.  is  the  wife  of 
Elijah  Pierce,  a  farmer  residing  in  Woodford 
County,  111.;  Aaron  is  tiie  next  younger;  Bernice 
is  the  wife  of  Charles  Ashmure,  a  farmer  residing 
in  Piatt  County-;  Robert  is  engaged  in  farming  in 
Shelb}-  County,  111.;  Samuel  follows  agricultural 
pursuits  near  Sible3-,  Iowa;  and  Mar_v  S.  is  the  wife 
of  William  H.  Patton,  a  farmer. 

In  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads,  Mr.  Bullin<j- 


ton  of  this  sketch  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
j'Outh.  He  was  attending  school  at  the  time  of  the 
breaking  out  of  the  late  war,  but  laid  aside  his 
books  to  enter  the  service  of  his  country.  On  the 
27th  of  June,  1862,  he  enlisted  as  a  i)rivate  of 
Company  A,  Eighty-sixth  Illinois  Infantry,  and 
was  mustered  into  service  at  Peoria.  The  first  im- 
portant engagement  in  which  he  particijiatod  was 
the  battle  of  Perryvillc,  Kj-.,  after  which  he  met 
the  enemy  in  the  battles  of  Mission  Ridge,  Chicka- 
mauga,  Resaca,  Rome,  Dalton,  Big  Shanty  and 
Kenesaw  Mountain,  where  he  was  wounded  in  the 
right  knee  and  knocked  down  by  the  explosion  of 
a  shell.  He  afterward  participated  in  the  liattles 
of  Pe.achtree  Creek,  Jonesboro,  Savannah  and  Ben- 
tonville.  He  had  been  promoted  to  be  Corporal, 
and  received  his  discliargein  Washington  in  June. 
1865,  after  the  cessation  of  hostilities. 

On  his  return  home,  Mr.  Bullington  resumed  his 
studies  in  Eureka  College,  where  he  remained  for 
two  years.  He  then  engaged  in  teaching  school 
and  worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade  for  two  years, 
after  which  he  followed  farming  and  teaching  for 
two  years.  In  the  meantime,  Mr.  Bullington  was 
married,  Marcli  19,  1868,  to  Miss  Mary  C,  daugh- 
ter of  Jacol)  and  Catherine  Leonard.  Her  death 
occurred  on  the  4th  of  October,  1875.  Two  chil- 
dren were  born  of  that  union:  Claude  J.  .and  Will- 
iam O.,  who  died  when  two  years  of  age.  Our 
subject  was  again  married,  January  25,  1877,  his 
second  union  being  with  Miss  Atlanta  Blake, 
daughter  of  A.  T.  and  Cynthia  Blake.  Five  ciiil- 
dren  grace  their  union:  Frank  A.,  Ethel  C,  Edna 
L.,  Robert  A.  and  Harry  B. 

In  1875,  Mr.  Bullington  came  to  Ford  County, 
locating  in  Dix  Township,  where  he  operated  a 
rented  farm  for  three  }'ears.  He  then  purchased  a 
farm  on  section  26,  where  he  made  his  home  for 
four  years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period,  lie 
removed  to  Elliott,  where  he  rented  a  farm  and 
engaged  as  a  dealer  in  faini  implements,  under  the 
firm  name  of  A.  C.  Bullington  iVr  Co.  This  firm 
also  carried  on  a  lumber-3'ard  and  continued  busi- 
ness for  two  years.  Mr.  Bullington  then  sold  out 
and  removed  to  Champaign  County,  where  he 
spent  one  year,  after  which  he  purchased  the  farm 
that  is  now  his  home.     It  is  a  one  hundred    and 
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sixtj'  acre  tract  of  aralile  land  on  section  19,  Dix 
Township.  Almost  the  entire  amount  is  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation  and  is  well  improved  with 
all  the  accessories  of  a  good  farm. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Bullington  is  a  supporter  of  the 
Republican  party.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bersof  the  Christian  Church.  He  is  a  well-informed 
man,  both  on  political  questions  and  otherwise,  and 
is  a  representative  citizen  of  the  community.  He 
and  his  wife  are  well  known  in  Dix  Township  and 
are  highly  respected  citizens  who  hold  an  enviable 
position  in  social  circles.  Socially,  he  is  a  ma.son 
and  a  member  of  Lott  Post  No.  70,  G.  A.  R. 


^ILLTAM  S.  HUSTON  is  numbered  among 
the  leading  farmers  of  Drummer  Town- 
ship. He  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
born  on  the  1st  of  Februar}-,  1849,  in  Chester 
Count}',  on  the  same  farm  which  was  the  birth- 
place of  his  father  and  grandfather.  His  great- 
grandfather, John  Huston,  emigrated  from  Scot- 
land to  America  about  the  beginning  of  the 
Revolutionary  AVar,  joined  the  Colonial  army 
and  was  one  of  the  heroes  who  spent  that  memor- 
able winter  with  Washington  at  Valley  Forge.  He 
participated  in  the  battle  of  Brandy  wine  and 
after  the  close  of  the  war  purchased  a  tract  of 
land  in  Ciicster  County,  Pa.,  a  part  of  whicli  has 
been  in  possession  of  tlie  famil}'  ever  since.  The 
family  name  was  formerly  spelled  Houston;  he 
dropped  tlie  o,  spelling  tlie  name  as  at  present. 
For  a  wife  he  chose  a  lady  of  English  birth.  The 
grandfather  Huston,  who  also  bore  the  Christian 
name  of  John,  was  born,  lived  and  died  on  the 
old  homestead,  where  the  father  of  our  subject 
was  born.  Tlie  father  was  a  well-to-do  farmer 
and  his  marriage  was  celebrated  in  Cecil  County, 
Md.,  of  which  county  his  wife  was  a  native.  Both 
are  consistent  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  are  now  well  advanced  in  life.  They  are  the 
parents  of  ten  children,  five  sons  and  five  daugh- 
ters, all  of  whom  are  still  living:  Emma  H.,  wife 
of  Thomas    Sraedley,  a  resident    of   Philadelphia, 


Pa.,  a  manufacturer;  Eliza  H.,  wife  of  J.  S.  Moore, 
a  resident  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  Roadmaster  of 
the  Market  Street  Railroad;  J.  Newton,  attorney 
at  law  at  West  Chester,  Pa.,  is  married;  Mr.  Hus- 
ton is  next  in  the  genealogy;  J.  L.  M.  is  on  the  old 
homestead;  Walter  H.,  a  resident  of  New  Jersey; 
A.  .1.,  wife  of  Mr.  McGee,  of  Piiiladelphia;  Pha-be, 
at  home;  Jlinnie,  at  Philadelphia;  Marshall,  a 
resident  of  Philadelphia,  is  married. 

AVilliam  8.  Huston,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
spent  his  boyhood  under  the  parental  roof  and 
was  the  fifth  child  in  order  of  birth  in  the  family. 
His  educational  advantages  were  good  for  that 
day.  After  attending  the  public  schools,  he  spent 
some  time  in  the  New  London  Academy,  where  he 
completed  his  literary  studies.  About  18(58,  he 
came  to  Putnam  County,  111.,  but  soon  after  went 
to  Grundy  County,  where  he  acquired  a  farm  of 
eighty  acres.  Selling  that,  he  located  in  Drummer 
Township,  Ford  County,  in  1876,  purchasing  a 
quarter-section  of  land  at  135  per  acre.  So  rapid 
has  been  the  advancement  of  property  in  this 
county  that  the  same  land  would  now  command 
175.  By  industry  and  the  exercise  of  good  busi- 
ness ability',  Mr.  Huston  has  increased  his  farm 
until  he  now  owns  four  hundred  ami  eighty  acres 
of  good  arable  land,  which  yield  a  golden  trib- 
ute to  his  care  and  cultivation.  He  is  a  strong 
believer  in  tile  draining  and  has  a  number  of 
miles  of  it  on  his  farm.  He  has  the  reputation  of 
being  one  of  the  most  progressive  agi'iruiturists 
of  his  township. 

In  Putnam  County,  111.,  on  the  26th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1874,  Mr.  Huston  was  married  to  Miss  Mar}' 
Foley,  who  died  October  19,  IHSO.  She  was  a  de- 
voted member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  to 
which  our  subject  also  belongs.  Two  children 
were  born  of  this  union,  namely,  J.  Walter  and 
Frederick.  Mrs.  Huston  had  living  four  brothers 
and  two  sisters:  J.  B.  Foley  is  the  eldest,  and 
is  represented  elsewhere  in  this  volume;  Mar- 
tin is  a  resident  of  Nebraska,  and  a  farmer;  W.  C. 
Foley,  is  a  resident  of  Drummer  Township,  and  a 
farmer;  Mattie,  wife  of  Mr.  Pierpont,  of  Gibson; 
Anna,  wife  of  Frank  Ross,  of  Chicago;  Elmer  E. 
resides  in  Gibson,  and  is  married. 

In  political  sentiment,  Mr.  Huston    is  a   Repub- 
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lican,  taking  an  active  interest  in  the  success  of 
his  party,  but  is  not  an  aspirant  for  official  dis- 
tinction. He  east  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
the  Soldier  President,  U.  S.  Grant.  He  has  now 
lived  in  Ford  County  for  sixteen  years,  and  has 
witnessed  the  rapid  growth  and  development  of 
the  county,  in  which  he  has  also  taken  part.  He 
is  public-spirited  and  progressive,  and  is  highly  es- 
teemed for  liis  sterling  worth  and  integrity. 


OIIN  HUGHS  is  engaged  in  general  farm- 
ing on  section  24,  Rogers  Township,  where 
,^^  I  he  owns  and  operates  three  hundred  and 
'5^//  twenty  acres  of  land.  He  was  born  in 
Wales,  about  1818,  and  is  a  sou  of  David  and 
Sarah  Hughs,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  that 
country.  In  his  younger  years  the  father  served 
in  tiie  British  army.  Knitting  was  his  trade,  and 
he  earned  his  livelihood  by  making  fancy  work. 
He  spent  his  entire  life  in  the  laud  of  his  birth. 

Our  subject  remained  in  Wales  until  thirty  years 
of  age.  His  educational  privileges  were  ver}'  lim- 
ited. At  the  age  of  twelve,  he  began  farming  and 
followed  that  occupation  until  1851,  which  j'ear 
witnessed  his  emigration  to  America.  Going  to 
Liverpool,  he  there  embarked  on  a  sailing-vessel, 
and  after  six  weeks  spent  upon  the  bosom  of  the 
broad  Atlantic,  he  arrived  in  New  York  in  June. 
He  began  work  on  a  farm  near  Utica,  N.  Y.,  resid- 
ing in  that  locality  for  about  four  years. 

On  the  23d  of  November,  1854,  in  Oneida 
County,  Mr.  Hughs  was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss 
Marj'  Morris,  a  native  of  Wales.  With  her  father. 
Griffin  Morris,  she  came  to  the  United  States,  and 
settled  in  New  Y'oik  in  April,  1853.  The  year 
succeeding  their  marriage,  Mr.  Hughs  removed  to 
Wisconsin,  locating  near  Mj'gats  Corners,  Racine 
County,  where  he  engaged  in  work  as  a  farm  hand. 
He  remained  in  that  locality  for  about  ten  years,  or 
until  after  the  war,  when  he  came  to  Illinois.  Set- 
tling in  Ford  County  in  1866,  he  bought  a  tract 
of  wild  laud  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres, 
which  he  developed  into  a  good  farin.  As  his 
financial  resources  have  increased,  he  lias  made  ad- 


ditional purchases,  until  now  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres,  divided  into  rieli  and  fertile  fields, 
yield  to  him  a  golden  tribute. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hughs  have  been  born  six 
children:  Mary  .1.,  now  the  wife  of  Norman  C. 
Hill,  a  resident  of  Ford  County;  Ann  Elizabeth, 
wife  of  Daniel  Bouh,  who  is  engaged  in  farming 
near  Cabery;  Katie  Sarah,  wife  of  Eugene  George, 
of  Livingston  County;  David,  who  is  married  and 
follows  agricultural  pursuits  in  Rogers  Township; 
John  M.,  and  Thomas  E.,  both  of  whom  are  mar- 
ried and  reside  on  the  old  homestead. 

Mr.  Hughs  exercises  his  right  of  franchise  in 
support  of  the  Republican  part}'.  He  is  one  of 
the  early  settlers  of  this  community,  having  re- 
sided in  Ford  County  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a 
century.  He  is  well  known  in  this  community  and 
is  highly  esteemed  for  his  sterling  worth.  He  de- 
serves great  credit  for  his  success  in  life,  which  is 
the  result  of  his  own  unaided  efforts,  as  he  started 
out  to  earn  his  own  livelihood  empty-handed  and 
with  no  influential  friends  to  aid  iiim.  He  is  the 
founder  of  his  family  in  America,  and  in  future 
3'ears  his  desecndants  may  point  with  pride  totlieir 
ancestor. 

LBERT  E.  MOTTIER  carries  on  general 
farming  on  section  5,  Dix  Township,  where 
he  has  made  his  home  for  twelve  years. 
f^  He  there  owns  and  operates  two  hundred 
and  forty-five  acres  of  valuable  land,  constituting 
one  of  the  finest  farms  of  this  locality.  The  land 
is  all  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  he  has 
made  manj'  good  improvements  which  stand  as 
monuments  to  his  thrift  and  enterprise. 

Mr.  Mottier  was  born  near  Cincinnati,  Hamilton 
County,  Ohio,  February  22,  1837,  and  is  a  son  of 
John  E.  Mottier.  His  father  was  born  in  Switzer- 
land in  1801,  and  was  of  French  descent.  When 
eighteen  years  of  age  he  came  to  America,  and 
worked  three  years  to  pa}-  his  passage  across  the 
Atlantic.  His  first  location  was  made  in  Switzer- 
land County,  lud.,  and  when  his  labor  had  paid 
for  his  passage,  he  began  working  as  a  farm  hand 
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by  the  montli.  Three  years  he  spent  in  that  way, 
and  then  removed  to  Hamilton  County,  Ohio, 
where  he  engaged  in  cultivating  a  vineyard  until 
1865.  That  year  witnessed  his  removal  to  Erie 
County,  Pa.,  where  he  followed  the  same  lino  of 
business  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1888. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  UniverSalist  Cliurcii,  .and 
exercised  his  right  of  franchise  in  support  of  the 
Republican  party.  His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Maria  Seibenthal.  died  in  1867.  They 
were  members  of  the  Universalist  Church. 

The  Mottier  family  numbered  twelve  children, 
as  follows:  .John  E.,  who  died  in  infancj-;  Cecil; 
Eliza,  deceased;  Susan,  wife  of  Frank  Muri)hy,  a 
farmer  and  fruit-grower,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  Ze- 
lia,  wife  of  A.  Longley;  Albert  E.,  of  this  sketch; 
John  F.,  a  fruit-grower  residing  in  Erie,  Pa.;  Favor 
Z.,  who  died  in  1867,  was  a  veteran  of  the  late 
war,  and  for  six  months  w.as  held  a  prisoner  at  An- 
dersonville;  Charles  H.,  a  fruit-grower  of  Eastern 
Pennsylvania,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Fourth 
Ohio  Cavalry,  and  was  honorably  discharged  at  the 
close  of  the  war;  George  L.  died  in  infanc}^;  Paul- 
ine is  the  wife  of  Jasper  Murphy,  a  horticulturist, 
residing  near  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  and  Lewis  G.,  who 
died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Mottier  whose  name  heads  this  record  ac-. 
quired  a  good  English  education  in  the  common- 
schools,  and  spent  his  boyhood  daj-s  in  the  usual 
manner  of  farmer  lads.  He  remained  under  the  pa- 
rental roof  until  he  had  attained  his  majority,  wlien 
he  started  out  in  life  for  himself.  In  185'J,  lie 
came  to  Illinois,  where  he  spent  one  year  working 
on  a  farm,  and  then  returned  to  his  old  home. 
Soon  afterward  he  was  married  to  Miss  Phenie  Gen- 
tle, a  daughter  of  John  and  Louisa  (Iligdon)  Gen- 
tle. Their  union  was  celebrated  November  27i 
1860,  and  they  began  their  domestic  life  upon  a 
fruit  farm  near  Cincinnati,  to  the  cultivation  of 
which  he  devoted  his  energies.  In  1880,  Mr.  Mot- 
tier removed  with  his  family  to  Ford  County,  111., 
and  located  upon  the  beautiful  farm  which  is  yet 
his  home.  Mrs.  Mottier  had  ten  brothers  and  sisters, 
of  whom  there  are  six  living  at  present:  The  eld- 
est, Mary  J.,  widow  of  J.  H.  Stathem,  resides  in 
Bloomington,  111.;  Mrs.  Mottier  is  next  in  order; 
Thomas  .S.  Gentle,  who  is  married,  and  is  a  farmer, 


is  a  resident  of  Farmington,  111.;  Maggie,  wife  of 
John  Bulger,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere;  Hat- 
tie,  wife  of  George  liabbitt,  a  commission  mer- 
chant, resides  in  Ashland,  Neb;  Lulu  M.,  wife  of 
Frank  Ashton,  who  is  interested  in  coal  mining, 
resides  in  Bryant,  Fulton  County,  III.,  and  is  the 
youngest  living. 

Mrs.  Mottier  was  born  near  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
November  4,  18.38,  and  her  maidenhood  d.ays  were 
spent  near  that  locality  She  w.as  educated  in  the 
country  schools  near  Cincinn.ati,  and  in  the  Farm- 
ington graded  schools.  In  Illinois  she  was  one  of 
Fulton  County's  successful  teachers.  Mrs.  Jlottier 
is  a  devout  member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and 
has  always  faithfully  performed  hci-  duty.  She  is 
a  member  of  the  Foreign  Missionary-  Society  at 
Gibson  City,  111. 

Four  children  were  born  unto  our  subject  and 
his  wife,  but  only  two  arc  now  living:  Charlie 
died  in  infancj';  William  C.  is  a  farmer  residing  in 
Dix  Township;  Walter  F.  is  married  and  resides 
on  the  home  farm;  and  Julia  G.  died  on  the  2nd 
of  August,  1890.  She  was  a  sweet  girl,  and  was 
of  that  loving  and  affectionate  nature  which  en- 
deared  her  to  all  with  whom  she  came  in  contact. 

The  Mottier  family  is  one  well  and  favorably 
known  in  this  community.  In  politics,  Mr.  Mot- 
tier is  a  Republican,  and  in  religious  belief  is  a 
Methodist.  He  has  led  an  upright  life,  and  won 
the  confidence  and  high  reg.ard  of  all.  With  the 
aid  of  his  son  Walter,  who  is  an  enterprising  j'oung 
farmer,  he  carries  on  general  farming,  and  the 
homestead  has  been  transformed  into  one  of  the 
model  farms  of  the  community. 


-^^ 


UGH  DUNNAN,  who  resides  on  section  34, 
Dix  Township,  is  one  of  the  extensive  land- 
owners of  Ford  County.  He  was  born  in 
Lawrence  County,  Pa.,  near  Mt.  Jackson, 
on  the  4lh  of  April,  1839,  and  is  a  son  of  John 
Dunnan,  who  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  was  of 
Scotch  extraction.  lie  married  Ann  Smiley,  a  na- 
tive of  Allegheny  County,  Pa.,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  eight  children.     The  two  eldest  di(Ml 
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iu  infancy.  The  others,  all  sons,  are  David,  John, 
James,  Samuel,  Robert  and  Hugh.  The  father  of 
this  family  died  in  1846.  The  mother  survived 
him  thirty-  years,  being  called  to  her  final  rest  in 
1876. 

Mr.  Dunnan  whose  name  heads  this  record  spent 
the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  the  usual 
manner  of  farmer  lads.  lie  attended  the  district 
schools,  and  acquired  a  good  English  education. 
During  the  progress  of  the  late  war.  he  enlisted,  in 
August,  1864,  as  a  private  of  Company  B,  Two 
Hundred  and  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Infantry.  The 
first  engagement  in  which  he  participated  was  at 
Salem,  Ya.  He  subsequently  met  the  enemy  in 
battle  at  White  Plains  and  Piatt  IMound,  and  in 
many  other  less  important  engagements.  On  the 
close  of  the  war  he  was  honorably  discharged,  in 
June,  1865. 

When  the  country  no  longer  needed  his  services, 
he  returned  to  his  old  home  in  Pennsylvania  and 
resumed  farming.  As  a  companion  and  helpmate 
on  life's  journey,  he  chose  Miss  Eliza  Wallace, 
daughter  of  Jamesand  Jane  Wallace,  both  of  whom 
weie  natives  of  Ohio.  Their  union  was  celebrated 
on  the  l',)th  of  October,  1876.  Mrs.  Dunnan  was 
educated  in  the  State  Normal  School  of  Edinboro, 
Pa.,  and  is  a  grand-daughter  of  the  late  Judge 
James  Wallace,  of  Mahoning  County,  Ohio.  She 
is  a  lady  of  culture  and  refinement,  and  her 
many  excellencies  of  character  have  won  her 
high  regard.  In  the  Dunnan  household  are  five 
children,  one  son  and  four  daughters:  James  AVal- 
lace.  Margaret.  Martha,  Annie  Janet  and  Luella. 
and  the  family  circle  is  yet  unbroken. 

Mr.  Dunnan  continued  to  reside  in  Penn.syl- 
vania  until  1882,  when  he  came  with  his  family  to 
Illinois,  locating  in  Fold  County.  He  has  since 
made  his  home  in  Dix  Township.  He  first  purchased 
two  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  on  section  34, 
his  present  home,  and  has  since  made  additional 
purchases,  until  his  landed  possessions  now  aggre- 
gate six  hundred  acres  of  valuable  land,  all  of 
which  is  located  in  Ford  County.  He  is  an  enter- 
prising and  successful  agriculturist,  and  a  sagacious 
and  far-sighted  business  man,  who  through  his  own 
perseverance  and  good  management  has  won  pros- 
perity.    He  and  his  wife  hf)ld  membership  with  the 


Presbyterian  Church,  and  give  liberally  to  its  sup- 
port. In  polities,  he  is  a  Democrat.  Mr.  Dunnan 
is  recognized  as  one  of  the  prominent  and  influen- 
tial citizens  of  tlie  community,  and  it  is  with  pleas- 
ure that  we  present  this  record  of  his  life  to  our 
readers. 


"■    ■    ^- 


\||  OHN  H.  LEONARD,  who  for  eighteen  years 
has  resided  upon  his  present  farm  on  section 
27,  Dix  Township,  was  born  in  Roanoke 
County,  Va..on  the  30th  of  May,  1842.  and 
is  one  of  seven  children,  whose  parents  were  Jacob 
and  Elizabeth  (Beazel)  Leonard.  Both  parents 
are  now  decea.sed.  The  mother  died  in  1867,  and 
the  father  departed  this  life  in  1882.  Of  the  fam- 
ily, Eliza  is  now  the  wife  of  John  Humphries; 
David  died  in  1887;  Daniel  died  in  18,56;  Jacol) 
is  a  resident  farmer  of  Montgomery  Count}',  Mo.; 
.Samuel,  wlio  enlisted  in  his  country's  service,  was 
killed  during  the  war  in  1863;  John  H.  is  the  next 
younger,  and  completes  the  family. 

Mr.  Leonard  of  this  sketch  acquired  his  educa- 
tion in  the  common  .schools  of  the  neighborhood, 
which  he  attended  through  the  winter  season,  while 
in  the  summer  months  he  aided  in  the  laliors  of 
the  home  farm.  He  was  still  under  the  parental 
roof  at  the  time  of  the  breaking  out  of  the  late 
war.  At  the  age  of  twenty,  he  responded  to  the 
countr3''s  call  for  troops,  enlisting  in  March,  1862, 
as  a  member  of  the  .Salem  Light  Artilleiy,  of  Vir- 
ginia. The  first  engagement  in  which  he  parti- 
cipated was  at  Crany  Island.  He  afterwards 
fought  in  the  battles  of  Richmond,  .Seven  Pines, 
and  in  all  the  other  engagements  in  which  his  regi- 
ment participated.  On  the  close  of  tl>e  war  he 
was  honorably  discharged  and  returned  to  his  old 
home  in  Virginia,  where  he  spent  a  short  time. 

The  year  1868  witnessed  the  arrival  of  Mr. 
Leonard  in  Illinois.  He  made  his  first  location 
in  Woodford  County,  and  while  there  residing 
was  married,  in  1870,  to  Miss  Emma  Gullett,  daugh- 
ter of  William  .and  PrLscilla  Gullett.  Three 
children  have   been    liorn    of  their  union,  but  two 
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died  in  iiifaacy.  Edith  E.  is  now  a  successful 
school  teacher. 

In  1874,  Mr.  Leonard  came  witli  his  family  to 
Ford  County  and  purchased  one  hundred  acres  of 
laud  on  section  27,  Dix  To\vnshi|).  He  has  here 
made  his  home  continuously  since  and  devotes  his 
time  and  attention  to  general  farming.  In  1878, 
lie  was  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  liis  wife, 
who  died  on  the  2d  of  January  and  was  laid  to 
rest  in  the  Wagner  Cemetery  in  Dix  Township. 
He  was  a  second  time  married,  in  1882,  his  union 
being  with  Miss  Annie  Whorrall,  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Eiiphemia  Whorrall.  Two  children 
grace  this  marriage:  John  T.  and  William  H. 

Mr.  Leonard  is  a  Democrat,  having  supported 
that  party  for  some  j-ears.  His  fellow-citizens, 
appreciating  his  worth  and  ability,  have  several 
times  called  upon  him  to  serve  in  positions  of  pub- 
lic trust.  For  three  years  he  held  tlie  office  of 
Commissioner  of  Highways  of  Dix  Township,  was 
Supervisor  for  two  years  and  served  as  Assessor 
three  terms.  His  re-election  to  these  offices  attests 
his  faithfulness  and  indicates  tiie  prompt  manner 
in  which  he  discharges  his  duties.  Socially',  he  is 
a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows'  societj'  and  also 
holds  membership  with  the  Lutheran  Church. 


"^  AMES  H.  MERRILL,  who  is  engaged  in  gen- 
eral farming  on  section  14,  Rogers  Town- 
sliip,  is  one  of  the  representative  citizens  of 
^_^  the  county.  A  native  of  Vermont,  he  was 
born  in  Fran liliu  County,  June  24,1834.  Ilisfather, 
Capt.  Harlow  Merrill,  was  also  a  native  of  Ver- 
mont, where  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth 
were  passed.  After  attaining  to  mature  years,  he 
married  Nancy  Parmalee,  who  was  born  in  Litch- 
field, Conn.,  but  Sjwnther  maideniiood  days  in  tlie 
Green  Mountain  State.  Capt.  Merrill  was  a  farmer 
of  Franklin  County.  In  1854,  he  went  with  his 
family  to  Ohio,  locating  in  Franklin  Township, 
Portage  County,  and  spent  his  last  days  in  tlic 
home  of  liis  eldest  son  in  tliat  place.  His  wif(5  died 
in  1862,  a  few  yeai-s  previous  to  the  death  of  her 
husband.     He  won  his   title  while  serving  in  the 


State  militia  of  Vermont.  In  the  Merrill  t'amily 
were  tliree  sons:  Sam  P.,  a  resident  farmer  of  Port- 
age Count}',  Ohio;  Charles  S.,  a  iihysician  in  Marsh- 
allville;  and  our  subject. 

James  II.  Merrill  remained  in  the  State  of  liis 
nativity  until  twenty  years  of  age,  and  acipiired 
his  early  education  in  the  pulilic  schools  and 
later  in  the  Northampton  Institute  of  Fairfax.  He 
afterward  commenced  teaching,  and  was  con- 
nected with  that  profession  for  many  years.  He 
has  taught  in  Vermont,  Ohio  and  Illinois,  having 
devoted  his  time  in  the  winter  season  to  tliat  labor 
for  over  thirty  years.  He  came  to  this  State  in  the 
spring  of  1865,  first  locating  in  Lockjjort  Town- 
ship, Will  County,  where  he  purchased  a  farm.  Af- 
ter engaging  in  its  cultivation  for  one  year,  he  sold 
out  and  removed  to  Cook  County,  where  he  again 
purchased  a  farm,  making  it  his  home  for  fifteen 
years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  ])eriod,  having 
sold  his  property,  he  came  to  Ford  County,  in 
1882,  and  bought  the  farm  on  which  he  now  re- 
sides. It  is  a  valuable  tract  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres,  pleasantly  situated  two  miles  and  a 
half  to  the  east  of  Cabery.  Mr.  Merrill  is  recog- 
nized as  an  enterprising  and  practical  farmer,  and 
may  well  be  termed  a  self-made  man,  for  he  has 
worked  his  wa}-  upward  to  a  position  of  affluence. 

In  Fairfax,  Vt.,  in  1.S56,  Mr.  Merrill  led  to  the 
marriage  altar  Miss  Maria  Daniels,  who  was  born, 
reared  and  educated  in  the  Green  Mountain  State, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Gideon  E.  Daniels.  Four  chil- 
dren grace  their  union:  Emogene  M.,now  the  wife 
of  William  Runge,  a  resident  of  Frederick,  S.  Dak. 
Emogene  was  born  at  Earlville,  Ohio,  in  1858, 
and  after  passing  through  the  common  schools  of 
Illinois,  she  prepared  herself  for  teaching,  by  at- 
tending the  Cook  County  Normal,  from  which  she 
was  graduated  in  1876,  after  which  she  taught  in 
count)' and  graded  schools  until  she  w.as  married  in 
1882.  .Sanford  E.,  a  well-educated  young  man,  en- 
gaged in  teaching  in  Thornton,  111.,  is  also  an  Oh  loan 
by  birth;  he  was  born  in  1860,  and  after  receiving 
his  training  as  a  teacher  in  the  Cook  County  Nor- 
mal, he  began  his  work  in  that  profession,  and  has 
taught  successfully  in  Will,  Ford  and  Cook  Coun- 
ties. George  E.,  who  holds  a  responsible  position 
in  Chicago,  was  born  at  Palos,  III.,  in   186',»,  and 
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when  about  one  and  a  half  years  old,  lost  his  hear- 
ing, as  the  result  of  an  attack  of  lirain  fever.  He 
was  graduated  with  honor  from  the  institute  for 
the  deaf  and  dumb,  at  .Jacksonville,  111.,  after  a  ten 
years' course.  .Jay  H.,  was  born  at  Palos,  111.,  in 
1878,  and  is  still  at  home. 

Mr.  Merrill  is  a  valued  citizen  of  the  commu- 
nity, for  he  takes  an  active  part  in  all  that  per- 
tains to  its  welfare,  and  has  done  much  for  the 
u|)building  of  town  and  county.  His  influence  is 
ever  given  in  supi)ort  of  those  interests  calculated 
to  prove  of  public  benefit.  He  believes  in  good 
schools,  and  to  secure  these,  believes  that  compe- 
tent teachers  should  be  hired.  In  politics,  he  has 
been  a  supporter  of  Republican  principles  since  he 
attained  his  majority.  His  upright  life  has  won 
him  the  confidence  and  high  regard  of  all  with 
whom  he  has  come  in  contact,  and  lie  well  deserves 
representation  in  this  volume. 


\|'AME>S  J.  HOUSTON,  an  honored  pioneer 
and  wealth}'  farmer  of  Dix  Township,  resid- 
ing on  section  30,  is  of  Scottish  birth.  He 
'^^  was  born  in  South  Scotland,  January  29, 
1837.  His  father,  James  Houston,  was  also  a  native 
of  that  locality.  After  attaining  to  mature  years, 
he  wedded  Peggy  Gilchrist,  their  union  being  cele- 
brated in  1821.  Crossing  the  Atlantic  to  America 
in  1847,  they  located  in  Fall  River,  Mass.,  where 
Mr.  Houston  retired  from  his  trade  of  weaving  on 
account  of  ill  health.  In  the  year  1850,  he  re- 
moved to  Logan  County,  111.,  where  he  lesided 
until  18G7.  He  tlien  came  to  Ford  County,  and 
here  made  his  home  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
September  26,  1881.  His  wife  was  called  to  her 
final  rest  on  the  20th  of  September,  1865.  They 
had  a  family  of  ten  children:  Jane,  wife  of  Charles 
Tiiompson,  an  engineer  residing  in  Joliet,  111.; 
Thomas,  now  deceased;  Ellen,  wife  of  Henry  Bush, 
a  farmer  of  Benton, Kan.;  Margaret,  wife  of  Robert 
Jardine,  a  farmer  of  Dix  Townshi)),  Ford  County; 
Janet,  wife  of  James  Ewart,  a  merchant  of  Colfax, 
Wash.;  William,  who  was  engaged  in  farming  in 


Logan  County,  111.,  now  living  retired  in  Lincoln, 
111.;  James  J.,  of  this  sketch;  Catherine,  wife  of 
William  Gilchrist,  a  retired  farmer  living  in  Grand 
Island,  Neb.;  John  G.  and  Mary,  both  deceased. 

Our  subject  began  his  school  life  in  Scotland. 
He  was  a  lad  of  ten  summers  when  with  his  par- 
ents he  crossed  the  broad  Atlantic  to  America.  His 
education  was  completed  in  the  district  schools, 
where  he  [irepared  himself  for  farm  life  which  he 
has  always  followed.  During  the  late  war  he  re- 
sponded to  the  country's  call  for  troops,  enlisting 
as  a  private  in  1861,  for  three  years'  service.  He 
was  assigned  to  Company  B,  of  tlie  Second  Illinois 
Cavalry,  and  participated  in  many  bard  fought  bat- 
tles and  skirmislies.  He  was  at  the  battles  of  Ft. 
Douelson  and  Shiloh  and  the  siege  of  Corinth,  and 
was  under  fire  many  other  times  but  received  no 
wounds.  He  was  a  faithful  soldier,  always  found 
at  his  post  of  duty  and  loyal  to  the  cause  under 
whose  banner  he  enlisted. 

On  the  29th  of  September,  1864,  Mr.  Houston 
wedded  Miss  Jane  J.  Gilchrist,  a  native  of  Rhode 
Island.  She  was  born  August  24,  1844,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  James  and  Jane  (Harper)  Gilchrist, 
both  of  whom  were  of  Scotch  descent.  Their 
union  was  blessed  with  eight  children,  but  David 
J.,  the  eldest;  Thomas,  the  third;  D.  W.,  and 
Peggy  J.,  the  fourth  and  fifth;  and  Mary  H.,  the 
seventh  cliild,  are  now  deceased.  Those  still  living 
are,  John  R.,  Peggy  E.  J.,  and  Margaret  J. 

The  family  reside  upon  a  pleasant  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  forty-five  acres,  which  is  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation  and  well  improved.  The  neat 
appearance  of  the  place  indicates  the  careful  su- 
pervision of  the  owner  wiio  is  regarded  as  one  of 
the  leading  agriculturists  of  the  community.  In 
religious  belief,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Houston  are  members 
of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church  in  Gibson, 
and,  in  his  political  relations,  our  subject  is  a  Repub- 
lican, having  supported  that  part}'  since  he  cast  his 
first  Presidential  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln.  He  has 
served  as  Highway  Commissioner,  and  filled  other 
minor  offices,  promptlj'  and  faithfull}'  discharging 
the  duties  of  each.  Mr.  Houston  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  .School  Bo.ard  of  his  district  for  ten  long 
j'ears,  which  shows  his  fidelity  to  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation.    This  alone  is  a  strong   testimonial  to  tiie 
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reputation  of  Mr.  Houston.  Mrs.  Houston's  girlhood 
da3's  were  spent  in  ]>ogan  Count}',  where  she  re- 
ceived her  education  in  the  common  schools.  She 
has  a  little  souvenir  pin,  in  nieinory  of  the  famous 
"Tippecanoe  and  Tyler,  too"  campaign,  whicli  she 
cherishes.  She  and  hei' husband  have  traveled  the 
pathway  of  life  for  over  a  quarter  of  a  century, 
sharing  alike  the  joys  and  sorrows  of  life.  Tl)ey 
have  always  been  identified  with  all  religious 
work,  and  have  taken  an  active  part  in  theSuuday- 
school  work.  Mr.  Houston  is  an  Elder  in  the  church, 
and  has  been  an  officer  in  some  important  place  in 
his  church  for  almost  a  (quarter  of  a  century.  lie 
is  a  memljer  of  the  J.  B.  Lott  Post  No.  70,  G.  A. 
R.,  of  Gibson,  111. 

Mrs.  Houston  had  four  Itrothers  and  one  sister. 
The  brothers  are  all  living:  William  .J.  is  a  resident 
of  Valley  Center,  Kan.,  is  married  and  is  a  farmer 
and  grain  merchant;  Jolin  R.,  a  well-known  citi- 
zen of  Dix  Township,  is  a  dealer  in  grain  and 
real  estate,  and  is  married;  Joseph  D.  is  a  resident 
of  Valley  Center,  Kan.,  is  married,  and  is  engaged 
in  grain  buying  and  farming.  Botli  of  Mrs.  Hous- 
ton's parents  aie  deceased. 


'  OHN  BOND,  a  leading  and  influential  farmer 
of  Dix  Township,  now  residing  in  Gibson, 
III.,  is  a  native  of  England.  He  was  born 
in  Manchester,  Lancashire,  April  12,  1822, 
and  is  a  son  of  Zachariah  and  Mary  (Dixon) 
Bond,  Ijoth  of  whom  were  natives  of  the  same 
county.  There  they  were  reared  and  married,  and 
the  mother's  death  there  occurred  on  the  I'Jth  of 
March,  1858,  in  her  fifty-fifth  3'ear.  Her  remains 
were  interred  in  Cheatamill.  The  following  year 
Mr.  Bond  came  to  America,  crossing  the  Atlantic 
to  New  York  City.  Locating  in  Livingston  County, 
111.,  he  there  made  his  home  until  called  to  his  final 
rest  on  the  27th  of  September,  1865.  He  was 
buried  in  the  Livingston  Cemetery.  The  family 
of  this  worthy  couple  numbered  nineteen  children, 
seven  of  whom  grew  to  mature  years,  namely: 
John,  ISIary,  Ellen,  Eliza,  Elizabeth,  William  II. 
and  James  A. 


John  Bond  of  this  sketch  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  Manchester,  England,  and  spent  his  boy- 
hood days  in  his  native  land.  He  first  came  to 
America  in  1841,  l)ut  after  a  year  and  a  half  re- 
turned to  his  native  land  on  account  of  business. 
In  1859,  he  again  came  to  this  countiy.  Landing 
at  New  York  City,  he  made  his  way  thence  to  Liv- 
ingston County,  111.,  where  he  engaged  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  brick,  which  business  he  had  learned 
in  England.  He  resided  in  that  county  until  1875, 
when,  with  his  family,  he  came  to  Ford  County, 
and  purchased  his  present  home  in  Dix  Township. 
He  has  since  followed  farming  and  now  owns  two 
hundred  acres  of  valuable  land,  constituting  one 
of  the  desirable  places  of  this  locality.  In  politics, 
he  is  a  Republican.  He  has  never  sought  or  de- 
sired public  office,  preferring  to  devote  his  entire 
attention  to  his  business  interests.  In  religious 
belief,  he  is  a  Methodist. 

The  lady  who  is  now  Mrs.  Bond  was  in  her  maid- 
enhood Eliza  Aslam.  Her  parents,  Abraham  and 
Anice  (Knott)  Aslam,  were  natives  of  Manchester, 
England.  The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bond  was 
celebrated  July  9,  1843,  at  Eccles  Church,  Lanca- 
shire, and  unto  them  have  been  born  nine  children, 
as  follows:  Mary,  now  the  wife  of  Moses  Melling- 
ton,  a  resident  of  Kansas;  Jane,  deceased;  Helen, 
now  the  wife  of  W^illiam  Hinds,  of  Ford  County; 
John,  Zachariah;  Anice,  deceased;  Wilber,  Eliza 
and  Isaac. 

\|r%OBERr  JARDINE,  a  i)rominent  citizen  of 
]l^'  the  community  and  an  enterprising  farmer 
<ii  \V  residing  on  section  4,  Dix  Township,  claims 
\^  Scotland  as  the  land  of  his  nativity.  He 
was  born  in  1822,  and  is  the  only  tliild  of  Robert 
and  Sarah  (McMullen)  Jardine,  who  were  also  na- 
tives of  Scotland.  The  father  was  a  farmer  and 
followed  that  occupation  in  pursuit  of  fortune 
throughout  his  entire  life.  He  and  his  wife  were 
both  members  of  the  I'resbyterian  Church. 

Our  subject  was  born  and  reared  upon  the  home 
farm  and  was  early  inured  to  hard  labor.  Heat- 
tended  the  common  schools    of   the  neighborhood 
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until  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  remained  with  his 
fatlier  until  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  started 
out  to  earn  his  own  livelihood,  working  as  a  farm 
hand  hy  the  niontli.  At  length,  he  determined  to 
try  his  fortune  in  America  and,  on  attaining  man's 
esUite,  he  crossed  the  Atlantic.  He  left  the  Old 
Country  in  a  sailing-vessel  in  August,  1853,  and 
after  six  weeks  and  three  days  spent  upon  the 
bosom  of  IIk'  Atlantic,  landed  in  New  York  City. 
He  made  his  first  location  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y., 
where  lie  worked  as  a  farm  hand  by  the  month  for 
three  years.  In  1856,  he  emigrated  Westward  and 
took  up  his  residence  in  Lincoln,  Logan  County, 
111.,  where  he  vvorked  at  the  carpenter's  trade  until 
1867. 

In  the  meantime,  Mr.  ,!ardine  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Margaret  Houston,  a  daughter 
of  .James  and  Peggy  (Gilchrist)  Houston.  Tbeir 
union  was  celebrated  July  4,  1858,  and  unto  them 
have  been  born  tliree  children,  all  sons:  Robeit, 
a  farmer  now  residing  in  l)ix  Township;  .lames, 
who  is  also  engaged  in  farming  in  tliesame  town- 
ship; and  John,  who  died  in  infancy. 

In  1867,  Mr.  Jardine  came  to  Ford  County  and 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  railroad  land  on  section 
4,  Dix  Township,  wliere  he  has  since  made  liis 
home.  He  engaged  in  general  farming  and  lias 
met  with  good  success  in  his  undertakings.  His 
life  has  Iteen  a  Inisy  one,  yet  he  has  found  time  to 
devote  to  public  interests  and  has  faithfully 
served  his  fellow-citizens  in  otHcial  caiiacities.  He 
is  a  stanch  supporter  of  tlie  Repulilican  party, 
having  been  connected  with  it  since  he  cast  his 
tirst  Presidential  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln.  In 
an  early  day  he  was  elected  and  served  as  one  of 
the  Board  of  Commissioners.  For  three  years  he 
filled  the  office  of  Township  Trustee  and  for  about 
seven  years  lias  been  Scliool  Director.  The  cause 
of  education  finds  in  him  a  warm  friend  and  he 
does  all  in  his  power  in  support  of  those  enter- 
prises which  are  calculated  to  prove  of  public 
good.  He  has  ever  discharged  his  otticial  duties 
with  promptness  and  fidelity  and  is  recognized  as 
a  worthy  and  valued  citizen  of  Dix  Townslii|i.  It 
need  never  be  an  occasion  of  regret  to  him  that  he 
left  iiis  native  laiid  for  America,  for  in  this  coun- 
try he   has  found  a  pleasant  home  and  met  with 


prosperity.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jardine  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Ciiurch  of 
(iil)son,  111.,  and  are  classed  amongst  the  best  citi- 
zens of  Ford  County. 

Mrs.  Jardine  is  a  native  of  Scotland  and  was  a 
maiden  of  sixteen  summers  when  she  came  to 
America.  She  received  her  education  in  tiie  com- 
mon schools.  She  had  four  l)rothers  and  five  sis- 
ters, of  whom  there  are  two  brothers  and  four 
sisters  living:  Jane,  the  wife  of  Charles  Thompson, 
resides  in  Joliet,  111.;  Pollen,  wife  of  Henry  Bush,  of 
Kansas,  who  is  engaged  in  agriculture;  Jen- 
nette  P.,  wife  of  James  Kwart,  of  Colfax,  Wash.; 
Catharine,  wife  of  William  (iilchrist,  of  Nebraska; 
William,  a  resident  of  I^incoln,  Logan  County,  111., 
is  a  retired  farmer;  James  J.,  who  is  represented 
elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Mrs.  Jardine  has  been  a 
valuable  helpmate  of  her  husband  during  their  pil- 
grimage of  thirty-four  3- ears  together. 

Miss  Lizzie  Ramsden,  a  talented  young  lady,  has 
made  her  home  with  BIr.  and  Mrs.  Jardine  since 
she  was  a  little  child.  Slie  h.as  found  in  them  true 
parental  love  and  affection.  She  has  received  an 
excellent  education,  having  been  a  student  of 
Lincoln  University  and  also  of  the  Illinois  State 
Normal  University  for  five  terms.  She  has  taught 
successfully  in  Ford  County  for  about  two  years, 
and  she  is  now  engaged  as  one  of  tlie  corps  of 
teachers  in  the  Melvin  public  schools.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church 
at  Gibson. 


1/       AURIN  N.  ASHLEY,  one  of  the  extensive 
land-owners  of  Sullivant  Township,  resid- 
__  ing  on  section  17,  was  born  in  Stockbridge, 

Windsor  County,  Vt.,  on  the  2d  of  July,  1826. 
His  parents,  Jason  and  Lois  (Graves)  Ashley,  were 
also  natives  of  the  Green  ISIountain  State  and  were 
of  English  descent.  In  the  year  1839,  they  left 
their  old  home  to  try  their  fortune  on  the  broad 
prairies  of  the  West,  and  after  forty-seven  days  of 
travel  by  team  reached    their    destination.     They 
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forded  the  Wabash  River  above  Terra  Haute,  Ind., 
and  made  a  settlement  in  Magnolia,  Putnam 
County,  for  one  year.  Mr.  Ashley  purchased  a 
farm  in  La  Salle  County,  upon  which  he  has  since 
made  his  home.  He  is  now  ninety-six  years  of  age. 
His  wife  died  about  1866.  They  had  a  family  of 
seven  children:  Harrison  and  Dennison  (twins), 
who  died  in  mrancy;  Laurin  N.,  of  this  skelcli; 
Amos,  a  farmer  residing  in  La  .Salle  County,  111.; 
Harriet,  now  deceased;  Melinda,  who  has  also  been 
called  to  her  final  home;  Harr}'  D.,  who  is  also  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Sullivaut  Township. 

Our  subject  was  a  lad  of  thirteen  years  when  he 
came  with  his  parents  to  Illinois,  and  since  that 
time  he  has  been  a  resident  of  this  State.  He  ac- 
quired his  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
the  neighborhood  and  remained  at  home  aiding 
his  father  in  the  labors  of  the  farm  until  twenty- 
two  j'ears  of  age,  when  he  began  farming  for  him- 
self, his  time  thus  being  spent  for  two  years. 
With  the  money  he  saved  in  that  time,  he  then 
purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  unim- 
proved land  near  the  old  homestead  and  upon  the 
farm  which  he  there  developed  continued  to  re- 
side until  1884.  He  added  a  two  hundred-acre 
tract  and  placed  the  entire  amount  under  a  state 
of  good  cultivation.  At  the  same  time  he  carried 
on  general  fanning  and  also  engaged  in  stock- 
raising. 

On  the  12th  of  July,  1843,  Mr.  Ashley  wedded 
Miss  Polly  Densmore,  daughter  of  Ephraim  and 
Alice  (Hold)  Densmore.  B3'  their  union  were  born 
eight  children:  Ella,  who  died  in  infancy;  Louis, 
in  partnership  with  his  father;  Edwin  and  Elwin, 
both  of  whom  died  in  infancy;  Ellis,  at  home; 
Mary,wifeof  Jay  Smith,  a  farmer  of  Kans.as;  Hattie 
E.,  at  home,  and  Eddie,  who  is  engaged  in  teach- 
ing school.  The  mother  of  this  family  was  called 
to  her  final  rest  January  22,  1887, and  her  remains 
were  interred  in  the  Alt.  Hope  Cemetery  of  Sibley. 

In  1884,  Mr.  Ashlc}'  removed  to  Sullivant 
Township  and  established  a  stock  farm,  raising  a 
fine  grade  of  short-horn  cattle,  sheep  and  horses. 
He  owns  altogether  thirteen  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  acres  of  land,  situated  on  sections  17,  18  and 
9,  and  has  one  of  the  largest  stock  farms  in  Ford 
County.  He  has  been  very  successful  in  his  busi- 
32 


ness  career  and  deserves  great  credit,  as  his  pros- 
perity is  entirely  the  result  of  his  own  efforts.  In 
politics,  he  is  a  supporter  of  the  Greenback  partj-, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order. 


^^ 
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VjICIIARD  TRIGGER,  a  proiiiiiK-iit  and  pvo- 
gressive  farmer  of  Ford  County,  residing 
on  section  11,  Wall  Township,  is  a  native 
of  England,  born  in  Devonshire,  March  10, 
1832.  His  father,  John  Trigger,  was  born  and 
reared  in  the  same  part  of  England,  where  he 
followed  the  occupation  of  farming  and  garden- 
ing. He  there  wedded  Alary  (Juick,  and  their 
children,  nine  in  number,  were  born  in  that  coun- 
try. The  family  saih'd  from  Plyinoulh  to  (Quebec 
in  1851,  with  the  exception  of  one  brother,  who 
crossed  the  Atlantic  the  previous  jear.  From 
Quebec  they  went  to  Buffalo,  aud  thence  to  Peoria, 
111.  After  a  residence  there  of  about  five  years, 
the  father  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven,  his  wife 
having  died  two  years  before,  when  about  seventy 
years  of  age.  They  were  both  laid  to  rest  in  the 
cemetery  at  Jubilee,  Peoria  Countj'.  Mr.  Trigger 
and  his  family  were  members  of  the  Episco]ja! 
Church. 

Of  their  children,  John  was  the  eldest;  Mary 
died  in  Peoria  County;  Elizabeth,  who  is  still 
living,  makes  her  home  in  London,  England; 
William  is  in  Peoria  Count}';  the  next,  a  son, 
died  in  England;  James  also  lives  in  Peoria 
County;  the  next  child  died  in  J^nglaiid  in  in-'^ 
fancy;  and  Richard,  our  subject,  completes  the 
family. 

Mr.  Trigger,  of  this  sketch,  attended  the  free 
schools  of  his  native  country  until  twelve  years 
of  age,  after  which  he  worked  with  his  father,  and 
later  was  employed  in  carrying  the  mail  for  two 
3'ears  in  the  country.  AVlieu  he  came  to  America 
he  was  about  nineteen  years  of  age,  and  at  first 
worked  for  Bishop  Chase,  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
on  his  farm  near  Peoria.  After  three  3'ears  spent 
in  this  way,  he  rented  a  farm,  which  he  culti- 
vated for  himself  for  the  period  of  three  j'ears, 
after  which  he  removed  to  Stark  County.  He 
there  again  rented  land,  on  which  he  lived  for 
about  twelve  years,  and  then  came  to  Ford  County, 
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settling  on  his  present  farm  in  the  year  1869. 
He  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
raw  prairie  land,  which  was  entirely  unimproved. 
He  now  owns  three  hundred  and  twentj^  acres  of 
fine  land  on  section  11,  and  one  hundred  and 
sixt}'  on  section  1,  of  the  same  township.  When 
lie  came  to  Peoria,  Mr.  Trigger  had  but  one  Eng- 
lish sovereign  and  a  few  shillings,  but  by  his  in- 
domitable will,  energy  and  enterprise,  he  has 
acquired  a  fine,  well-stocked  farm  and  is  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  the 
community. 

In  the  sjjring  of  1855,  our  subject  was  married 
in  Peoria  County  to  Miss  Elizabeth  A.  Stoves, 
who  is  a  native  of  Durham  County,  England.  Her 
parents,  Jacob  and  Mary  Stoves,  were  born  in 
Durham  County,  her  father  about  the  year  1800. 
At  the  time  of  his  death,  he  was  eighty-four 
years  of  age.  Mrs.  Stoves  is  still  living  and  is 
now  eighty  years  of  age,  and  hale  and  heart}'. 
She  spends  the  winters  with  her  daughter,  return- 
ing in  the  spring  to  her  home  in  Stark  County, 
111.  None  of  the  family  to  which  Jacob  Stoves 
belonged  are  now  living  and  his  wife  is  the  only 
surviving  member  of  her  family.  The  father  of 
Mrs.  Trigger  came  to  this  country  in  1849,  work- 
ing for  a  short  time  in  the  anthracite  coal  regions 
of  Pennsylvania  at  coal  mining.  He  then  changed 
his  place  of  residence  for  a  few  months,  living 
at  Kingston,  on  the  Illinois  River,  in  Peoria 
County.  He  then  rejoined  his  family  in  Penn- 
sylvania, walking  the  entire  distance,  as  there 
were  no  means  of  conveyance  at  that  early  day, 
arriving  at  Pottsville  after  twentj'-six  days.  Mr. 
Stoves  witnessed  the  starting  of  the  first  rail- 
road, and  remembered  well  the  first  trip  made 
over  the  road.  His  father  and  several  brothers 
were  engineers  at  the  great  coal  mines  in  Durham, 
England,  and  the  celebrated  George  Stephenson, 
the  inventor  of  the  railroad  locomotive,  took  his 
first  lessons  in  engineering  of  the  father,  and 
frequently  consulted  him  on  difficult  questions 
along  that  line.  Mrs.  Trigger  was  one  of  four 
children,  having  three  brothers,  two  of  whom  died 
in  infancy.  The  remaining  ones  reside  in  the 
State  of  Washington.  Mrs.  Trigger  crossed  the 
Atlantic  when  about  ten  years  old.     It  is   rather 


a  coincidence  that  she  and  her  future  husband 
left  England  at  the  same  time,  though  by  differ- 
ent routes,  and  landed  in  America  after  a  voyage 
of  exactly  five  weeks,  he  landing  at  Quebec  and 
she  in  Philadelphia. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Trigger  was  born  a  famil\'  of 
twelve  children,  three  of  whom  are  deceased. 
Those  living  are:  Thomas,  who  is  still  on  the  farm 
at  home;  John,  who  owns  a  farm  in  Wall  Town- 
ship on  section  10,  married  ISIiss  Ellen  Dodd;  ]\Iary 
Jane,  wife  of  William  Renshaw,  of  Sullivaut 
Township;  Phcebe,  wife  of  Jacob  Giep,  an  agri- 
culturist of  Kansas;  Jacob  S.,  living  in  Nel»raska; 
Ellen,  Alice,  Mabel  and  Lewis  are  still  under  the 
parental  roof.  William  Henry,  twin  brother  of 
Phtebe,  died  in  childhood;  IHizabeth  died  in  1869, 
in  Ford  County;  James  died  when  aciiild.  Tiie  chil- 
dren all  received  good  educational  advantages  in 
the  public  schools  and  Phcebe  was  in  the  Normal 
School  two  years  at  Bloomington,  after  which  she 
taught  school  successfully  for  one  year. 

Mr.  Trigger  has  always  supported  the  Repub- 
lican party,  casting  his  first  ballot  for  Lincoln. 
That  he  is  a  friend  to  education,  and  that  he  is 
well  appreciated  by  his  neighbors  and  fellow- 
townsmen,  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  he  has  been 
elected  by  them  to  fill  numerous  positions  of 
trust  and  honor.  Among  those  we  may  name  that 
of  School  Director,  which  he  has  held  for  twenty 
j'ears;  that  of  Assessor,  in  which  capacity  he 
served  three  years.  He  has  also  been  Township 
Commissioner  of  Highways  for  a  period  of  twelve 
years.  Mr.  Trigger  is  recognized  by  all  as  a  good 
citizen  and  business  man  of  strict  integrity  and 
sterling  worth.  He  has  been  the  architect  of  his 
fortune  and  has  builded  wisely  and  well.  Those 
who  know  him,  and  his  acquaintances  are  many, 
hold  him  in  the  highest  regard,  and  it  is  with 
pleasure  that  we  present  this  sketch  of  his  life  to 
our  readers. 

IS ' ~-S)^<T>^[="^  ^ 

(X\        lilLLIAM  H.  GOODWIN  owns  and  operates 
\/\/l'     *^"'^  hundred  and  thirty'  acres  of  land   on 
^^      section  .36,  Button  Township.     He  is  a  na- 
tive of  Ohio,  his  birth  having  occurred  in    Haw- 
kins County,  on  the  25th  of   October,   1849.     His 
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father,  W.  R.  Goodwin,  was  born  in  the  Keystone 
Stale  about  1830,  and  in  his  youth  went  to  Ohio, 
where  he  was  afterward  united  in  marriage  to 
Elizabetli  Crawford,  a  native  of  that  State.  He 
then  engaged  in  farming  for  a  number  of  years, 
after  which  he  emigrated  Westward  in  1855,  loca- 
ting in  what  is  now  Button  Township,  Ford  County, 
upon  the  land  now  owned  and  occupied  hy  our 
subject.  To  its  development,  for  it  was  tiien  an 
unbroken  tract,  he  devoted  his  energies  until  the 
brealving  out  of  the  late  war,  when  he  enlisted  in 
Comi)aiiy  E,  of  the  Thirty-fifth  Illinois  Infantry, 
and  served  until  peace  was  restored.  He  partici- 
pated in  all  the  engagementsof  liis  regiment,  includ- 
ing the  battles  of  Pea  Ridge,  Murfreesboro,  Stone 
River  and  Lookout  Mountain,  and  was  transferred 
from  the  infantry  to  the  cavalry,  serving  in  the 
latter  for  about  two  years.  Wliile  he  was  in  the 
war,  his  wife  died,  on  the  27th  of  April,  18(52.  On 
his  return,  he  resumed  farming  on  the  old  home- 
stead, where  he  resided  until  1880.  He  was  again 
married,  in  1870, and  with  his  wife  is  living  in  Re- 
public County,  Kan. 

Our  subject  is  tlie  eldest  of  a  family  of  six  sons 
and  two  daughters,  who  grew  to  mature  years. 
After  the  death  of  liis  mother,  our  subject  resided 
with  Slartin  Dudley  for  three  years,  and  tlien 
worked  as  a  farm  hand  by  the  month  for  about 
two  years.  On  his  father's  second  marri.age,  lie  re 
turned  home,  and  for  two  3'ears  aided  in  the  opera- 
tion of  the  old  homestead  farm.  On  tlie  8th  of 
Decenilior,  1872,  in  Button  Townshiii,  he  led  to  the 
marriage  altar  Miss  Ella  J.  Flagg,  daughter  of 
James  II.  Flagg,  of  Clarence,  and  one  of  tlie  Iion- 
ored  ()ioneers  of  this  county,  where  tlie  lady  was 
born,  reared  and  educated.  Their  union  has  been 
blessed  witli  a  family  of  five  childen:  Delbert  R., 
James  M.,  May  and  Fay  (twins),  and  Grace. 

After  liis  marriage,  Mr.  Goodwin  purchased  a 
farm  in  Cliam|)aign  County,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits  for  about  seven  years.  In 
1881,  he  purchased  the  old  homestead,  and  it  has 
since  been  his  place  of  residence.  His  farm,  compris- 
ing one  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  valuable  land, 
is  pleasantly-  situated  about  four  miles  south  of  Clar- 
ence. He  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  enterprising  and 
successful  farmers  of  Button  Township,  and  is  also 


considered  one  of  the  valued  citizens  of  the  com- 
munity. He  has  led  an  honorable  and  upright  life, so 
tiiat  he  has  won  the  eonlldence  and  regaid  of  all  with 
whom  he  has  come  in  contact.  Ilis  estimable  wife 
is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Chuicli.  Although 
not  a  member,  Mr.  Goodwin  is  a  man  of  strong 
moral  character,  and  gives  liberally  to  the  support 
of  the  church  and  charitable  and  benevolent  inter- 
ests. 

RS.  MARY  ANN  UNDERWOOD.  The 
ladies  of  our  land  play  an  im]ioi'tant  |>art 
in  the  history  of  our  nation,  and  in  the  an- 
nals of  Ford  County  we  are  glad  to  add 
the  sketches  of  some  of  the  sterling  old  settlers, 
and  especially  that  of  Mrs.  Underwood,  who  resides 
on  section  26,  Peach  Orchard  Township.  She  is  a 
native  of  Yorkshire,  England,  and  was  born  No- 
vember 18,  1827,  being  the  sixth  in  a  family  of 
eleven  children,  numbering  two  sons  and  nine 
daughters.  The  parents  were  William  and  Sarah 
(Taylor)  Chappell.  Thiee  of  the  family  are  now 
living,  as  follows:  Catherine,  wife  of  Daniel  Booth, 
an  agriculturist  of  Cook  County,  III.;  Jlrs.  Under- 
wood; and  William  Chapiiell,  who  is  married  and 
follows  farming  in  Cook  County.  The  father  of 
this  family  was  a  native  of  Yorkshire,  England, 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  became  a 
railroad  contractor.  The  mother  was  also  a  native 
of  Yorkshire  and  was  similarly  educated.  Mr.  and 
Mis.  Chappell  were  niemliers  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land. About  1849,  they  emigrated  to  America, 
locating  in  Cook  County,  where  they  spent  the 
remainder  of  their  lives.  They  were  grand  old 
people  and  were  highly  respected  by  all. 

;\Irs.  Underwood  was  reared  in  her  native  land 
and  educated  in  the  common  scIkjoIs.  She  is  a 
lady  of  a  kind  and  genial  manner,  and  is  a  true 
friend  to  all.  She  became  the  wife  of  William 
Underwood,  M.aj-  1, 1811,  in  StaftVu-dsliiie,  Engl.'uid, 
and  by  this  union  were  born  eleven  children,  foui- 
sons  and  seven  daughters,  of  whom  ten  are  yet 
living:  William  is  married  and  follows  farming  in 
Dix  Township;  Robert  is  married,  .nnd  is  also  a 
farmer   of  DiK  Township;  Thomas  is  married,  and 
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makes  his  home  in  Peach  Orchard  Township;  John 
resides  on  the  old  homestead;  Uosa  is  the  wife  of 
James  Campbell,  a  resident  of  Bellflower,  111.,  and 
an  emploj-e  on  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad;  Emma 
is  the  wife  of  .Joseph  Shilz,  a  farmer;  Johanna, 
Mar^'  A.,  Elizabeth  and  Agnes  are  at  home  with 
their  mother.  The  children  were  jjrovided  with 
good  educational  advantages. 

Mr.  Underwood  was  liorn  in  Northamptonshire, 
England,  Maj'  1, 1814,  and  was  the  third  in  a  large 
family  of  children.  AVhen  he  was  seven  3'ears  of 
age,  his  mother  died,  and  after  a  few  years  he  was 
apprenticed  to  learn  the  boot  and  shoe  maker's 
trade.  However,  he  left  his  place  and  went  to  live 
with  a  family  by  the  name  of  Cooke.  He  remained 
with  them  until  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  dur- 
ing that  time  learned  the  collier's  trade.  He  was 
a  ix)or  boy  and  had  to  make  his  own  way  in  the 
world.  When  he  commenced  life  for  himself,  he 
was  at  the  bottom  of  the  ladder  but  worked  his 
way  up  to  success.  He  left  to  his  family  a  fine 
farm. 

In  1848,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Underwood  concluded  to 
come  to  America,  and  set  sail  from  Liverpool  on 
the  sailing  vessel  "Libei'ty,"  bound  for  New  York 
City.  It  was  seven  weeks  and  three  days  after 
leaving  port  before  they  sighted  land.  They  went 
direct  to  Chicago,  and  thence  to  Jefferson,  where 
they  remained  for  about  three  3'ears,  when  they  re- 
moved to  Missouri.  A  short  time  afterward,  they 
returned  to  Cook  County  and  purchased  forty  acres 
of  land.  Three  years  later,  this  was  sold  and  they 
became  residents  of  La  Salle  County,  111.,  where 
Mr.  Underwood  engaged  in  farming  until  his  re- 
moval toEord  Count}',  in  1866.  They  were  among 
the  earliest  settlers  of  this  locality  and  saw  the 
countj'  in  its  infancy,  when  the  undulating  prairies 
were  covered  with  the  long  prairie  grass  and  wild 
flowers.  Wild  game  was  plentiful.  Gibson,  Mel- 
vin,  Roberts,  Elliott  and  Sibley  were  then  un- 
known. There  were  no  churches  or  schoolhouses, 
and  Chatsworth  and  Loda  were  the  nearest  mar- 
kets at  that  time.  Mrs.  Underwood  can  well  re- 
member the  hardships  of  the  early  pioneers  in  this 
then  new  count}'. 

Mr.  Underwood  was  a  stalwart  Democrat,  but 
not  an  office-seeker.     He  was  a  man   of  his   word 


and  had  the  respect  of  his  many  friends.  Himself 
and  wife  were  adherents  of  the  Methodist  faith. 
Mr.  ITnderwood  was  taken  sick  in  December,  1889, 
and  after  a  short  illness  departed  this  life  on  the 
26th  of  that  month.  His  remains  were  interred  in 
Melvin  Cemetery,  where  a  beautiful  monument 
stands  at  his  head  sacred  to  his  menior}'.  The 
father's  place  in  the  family  circle  can  never  be 
filled  and  his  teachings  and  admonitions  can  never 
be  forgotten. 

Mrs.  Underwood  and  some  of  her  children  reside 
on  the  old  homestead,  which  comprises  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  of  highly  improved  land.  The 
family  is  well  known  in  Ford  County,  and  this 
sketch  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Underwood  will  be  read  by 
many  of  the  best  citizens  of  Ford  County  and  be 
cherished  and  held  sacred  by  their  loving  children 
when  father  and  mother  are  sweetly  slee[)ing  be- 
neath the  sod. 


^OHN  W.  DICKEY,  veterinary  surgeon  of 
Gibson  City,  and  a  well-known  resident  of 
that  place,  has  the  honor  of  being  a  native 
of  Illinois.  He  was  born  in  Clark  County, 
on  the  24th  of  September,  1854,  and  is  a  son  of  A. 
C.  and  Emily  (Leese)  Dickey,  who  were  natives  of 
Tennessee  and  Pennsylvania,  respectively.  In 
early  life  they  removed  to  Clark  County,  111., 
where  their  marriage  was  celebrated.  In  1861, 
they  became  residents  of  Douglas  County,  111.,  and 
Mr.  Dickey  is  one  of  the  most  extensive  farmers 
in  that  county.  He  still  lives  in  Douglas  County, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  In  his  political 
affiliations  he  is  a  Democrat.  His  wife  died  in  Oc- 
tober, 1889.  In  their  family  were  three  children: 
William,  a  farmer  of  Douglas  County;  John  W., 
of  this  sketch,  and  Mattie  the  only  daughter. 

Dr.  Dickey  was  reared  upon  a  farm,  and  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools  and  in  the  Seminary 
in  Charleston,  111.,  where  he  spent  one  year.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-five,  he  began  the  study  of  his 
profession  with  George  Morgan,  D.  V.  S.,  a  gradu- 
uate  of  the  school  in  Toronto,  Canada.  With  him 
he  remained  one  year,  and  then  studied  three  years 
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with  C.  M.  Wright,  D.  V.  S.  From  boyhood  he  had 
a  special  liking  and  aptitude  for  veterinary  prac- 
tice, and  his  aid  was  often  called  for  before  he 
took  up  the  work  as  a  profession.  The  Doctor 
first  established  himself  in  Inisiness  in  Tuscola,  111., 
where  he  ran  a  liver}-  stalile  and  practiced  his  pro- 
fession. In  August,  1887,  he  came  to  Gibson  City, 
and  has  chiefly  devoted  himself  to  veterinary  sur- 
gery since  that  time,  although  he  is  also  interested 
in  the  breeding  of  Percheron  liorses,  and  owns  an 
interest  in  two  fine  imported  animals. 

In  Tuscola,  111.,  on  the  loth  of  September,  1874, 
Dr.  Dickey  was  united  in  ruarriage  with  Miss  Jen- 
nie C.  Lewis,  a  native  cjf  Indiana,  and  a  daughter 
of  J.  T.  Lewis.  By  their  union  have  been  born  two 
children:  AVillie  and  Oltic. 

Jlrs.  Dickey  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  and  is  a  most  estimable  lady.  In  his 
social  relations,  the  Doctor  is  an  Odd  Fellow,  and 
in  politics,  he  is  a  supporter  of  Democratic  princi- 
ples. He  possesses  natural  ability'  in  the  line  of 
his  profession,  concerning  which  he  is  thoroughly 
informed,  and  has  thereby  won  a  liberal  patronage 
and  secured  the  confidence  and  good-will  of  all 
with  whom  he  li.as  come  in  cont.act. 


W.  ONATHAN  B.  LOTT,  deceased,  was  born  in 
I  Licking  County,  Ohio,  February  14,  1839, 
—^  i  and  when  eight  years  of  age  came  with  his 
^^^  parents  to  McLean  County,  111.,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood  on  a  farm.  He  was  a  school- 
mate of  Gov.  Fifer,  and  when  the  war  broke  out 
enlisted  on  the  same  day,  in  Company  C,  Thirt}-- 
third  Illinois  Infantry,  and  was  with  the  regiment 
for  over  three  years.  On  the  1st  of  January,  1864, 
he  veteranized  and  served  until  discharged  at  New 
Orleans,  June  15,  1865.  lie  was  twice  wounded; 
once  a  ball  cutting  across  the  top  of  his  head  in- 
flicted a  scalp  wound,  and  ere  that  was  healed, 
contrary  to  the  orders  of  the  surgeon,  he  ran  away 
from  the  hospital  and  joined  his  regiment.  A 
few  days  later  he  was  wounded  in  the  left  arm, 
which  partially  disabled  it  for  life.  When  Joe 
Fifer  was  wounded  and  the  doctor  said  only    ice 


would  save  his  life,  Mr.  Lott  volunteered  to  make 
the  attempt  to  procure  it,  which,  though  very 
hazardous,  was  successful.  Gov.  Fifer  has  often 
spoken  of  Mr.  Lott  as  tlie  one  wlio  saved  his  life. 
Mr.  Lott  was  a  brave  soldier,  ever  found  at  his 
post  of  duty,  and  when  discharged,  held  the  posi- 
tion of  Sergeant. 

After  returning  from  the  war,  ]\Ir.  T>ott  attended 
the  Wesle3an  College,  of  Hloomington,  III.,  and  in 
that  city  he  was  married,  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1867,  to  Margaret  A.,  daughter  of  .Tames  and  Mary 
E.  (Stevenson)  (iibson.  Mr.  (tIIisou  was  born  in 
South  Carolina,  being  of  Swiss  and  Irish  extrac- 
tion, and  when  seventeen  years  of  age,  went  to 
Greene  County,  Ohio,  where  he  married  Miss  Stev- 
enson, who  was  a  native  of  that  county.  He  died  . 
in  Greene  Count}'  in  1849,  but  his  wife,  who  after- 
ward married  again  and  emigrated  to  Indianapolis, 
survived  until  1891.  Of  the  first  marriage  were 
two  children:  Margaret  A.,  and  Martha  R.,  now 
the  wife  of  Bruce  McCormack.  She  came  to  Hlooni- 
ington.  111.,  in  1865,  where  she  was  joined  by  her 
sister  the  next  year.  Having  married  Mr.  Lott, 
she  came  with  him  to  Gibson  City  in  1869,  and 
was  soon  after  joined  by  her  sister. 

The  shanty,  12x14  feet  in  dimensions,  built  by 
Mr.  Lott  was  the  first  building  to  mark  the  site  of 
what  is  now  Gibson  City,  but  before  winter  was 
over  he  had  a  good  frame  house  erected.  He  laid 
out  the  town  in  1871,  and  named  it  Gibson,  in 
honor  of  his  wife's  maiden  name.  He  was  instru- 
mental in  securing  the  postofflce  there,  but  as  it 
was  so  much  like  Gilson,  another  town  in  the 
State,  the  office  was  changed  to  Gibson  City.  He 
was  the  prime  mover  in  .securing  the  railroad  for 
Gibson,  and  in  eveiy  public  enterprise  took  an 
active  interest. 

Mr.  Lott  was  a  Republican  in  politics,  but  not 
an  office-seeker.  He  was  ver}'  popular,  much  be- 
loved, and  alwa3'S  in  sympathetic  toucli  with  the 
poor.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church, 
and  died  in  that  faith  on  the  18th  of  September, 
1879.  In  honor  of  him,  the  Grand  Army  Post  of 
Gibson  City  was  named  Lott  Post,  No.  70.  He 
left  no  family  save  his  wife,  who  is  now  Mrs.  O.  H. 
Damon,  and  is  the  oldest  living  settler  of  Gibson. 
Ill  everything  that  would  belter  society,  he  took  a 
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deep  interest,  and  was  very  liberal  with  his  means. 
After  (iibson  City  was  laid  out,  he  gave  his  atten- 
tion to  the  real-estate  business,  aec-unuilating  good 
[iropert}'.  lie  deserves  great  credit,  as  he  was  a 
self-made  man,  and  one  of  whom  any  eoninnuiity 
might  be  proud. 


■iflOHK  MATTHIAS  MINER,  residing  on 
the  northwest  section  of  Dix  Township,  is 
the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  sketch, 
and  is  not  only  an  honored  pioneer,  but  a 
highly  respected  citizen  of  the  community.  He 
has  aided  in  the  upbuilding  .ind  development  of 
town  and  county,  and  well  deserves  representa- 
tion in  this  volume.  He  was  born  in  B3ron,  Ger- 
man3-,  March  18,  1838.  His  parents,  .John  and 
Barbara  Miner,  were  married  in  1836,  and  reared 
a  family  of  six  children,  as  follows:  ,Tohn  M.,  of 
this  sketch;  Peter  .7.,  who  is  a  carpenter  of  Franklin 
County,  Ohio;  Barbara,  wife  of  Andrew  Sandle- 
bach,  a  resident  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  a  veteran 
of  the  late  war;  Joseph,  now  deceased;  Michael,  a 
teamster  of  Columbus,  Ohio;  and  Lizzie,  wife  of 
Christopher  Schuler.  The  father,  John  Miner,  was 
a  farmer  by  occupation.  In  August,  1840,  accom- 
panied by  his  family,  he  sailed  for  America,  land- 
ing in  New  York  City  on  the  1st  of  September. 
There  the  family  remained  for  three  months,  while 
the  father  w.as  looking  for  a  suitable  location. 
Not  satisfied  with  wh.at  they  saw  in  the  E.ast,  tbe^' 
wended  their  way  Westward  to  Franklin  County, 
Ohio,  where  Mr.  Miner  resided  until  his  death, 
winch  occurred  March  17,1885.  His  wife  is  still  liv- 
ing and  resides  on  the  old  homestead.  He  led  a  busy 
and  useful  life.  The  poor  and  needy  found  in  him 
a  friend,  and  liis  benevolence  won  him  the  high 
regard  of  all.  In  politics,  he  was  a  Democrat,  and 
a  member  of  the  German  Catliolic  Church,  while  his 
wife  belongs  to  the  German  Lutheran  Church.  His 
remains  were  interred  in  Green  Lawn  Cemetery,  in 
Columbus,  Ohio,  where  a  beautiful  monument 
marks  his  last  resting  place. 

Our  subject  began  his  education  in  the  Sectarian 


schools  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  which  he  attended  un- 
til twelve  years  of  .age.  He  next  engaged  in  driv- 
ing stock  from  Coluralnis  to  Champaign  County, 
111.,  for  M.  L.  Sullivant,  the  king  of  farmers,  mak- 
ing sixteen  successive  trips  overland.  In  1861,  he 
became  foreman  of  the  Sullivant  stock  farm,  serv- 
ing as  such  until  the  fall  of  1875.  In  the  mean- 
time, he  delivered  stock  to  the  headcpiartersof  the 
LTnion  army,  and  for  three  months  was  wagon  mas- 
ter at  Camp  Chase. 

Mr.  Miner  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  wife 
was  Miss  Rosa  Mabes,  daughter  of  .John  aod  Mary 
Mabes.  She  was  a  native  of  Indiana.  One  child 
was  born  of  this  union,  Rosa,  now  the  wife  of  John 
L.  Hale,  a  farmer  of  Peach  Orchaid  Township. 
Mrs.  Miner  died  December  3,  1863,  and  September 
28,  1867,  Mr.  Miner  married  Miss  Julia  South- 
worth,  who  was  born  in  Birmingham,  Erie  County, 
Ohio,  and  is  a  daughter  of  John  R.  and  Anna 
(Acres)  Southworth.  The  parents  were  natives  of 
Connecticut  and  Pennsylvania,  respectively,  and 
weie  of  English  extraction.  By  the  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Miner  were  born  the  following  children: 
Addie  L.,  Harry  M.,  John  W.,  Plorence  A.,  Julia  F., 
Ma^-  E.,  Clara  E.  (deceased),  Allen  G.,  Bessie  I^. 
and  Leslie  E. 

Mr.  Miner  purchased  two  hundred  acres  of  land 
in  Dix  Township,  in  the  fall  of  1871,  all  virgin 
land.  In  1875,  he  added  to  the  original  purchase 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Dix  Township, 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Sullivant  Township 
in  1890,  and  now  has  four  hundred  and  eighty 
.acres  of  well  improved  land,  all  in  Dix  and  Sulli- 
vant Townships.  He  is  a  pr.actical  and  progressive 
farmer,  and  deserves  great  credit  for  his  success, 
which  is  due  entirely  to  his  own  efforts.  He  and 
his  wife  are  identified  with  the  Methodist  P^pisco- 
pal  Church  of  Gibson,  111.,  and  Mr.  Miner  .affiliates 
with  the  Republican  party.  He  cast  his  first  Presi- 
dential vote  for  Stephen  A.  Douglas.  He  is  a  pub- 
lic-spirited and  progressive  citizen,  who  has  ever 
borne  his  part  in  the  upbuilding  and  development 
of  town  and  county,  and  aided  in  the  promotion 
of  its  leading  enterprises. 

Mr.  Miner  has  been  identified  with  the  public 
school  system  of  his  county  as  an  active  Director 
or  School  Trustee  ever  since  1861,  over  one-quarter 
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of  a  century,  wliich  record  has  no  parallel  in  Dix 
Township.  He  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Sulli- 
vant  Township  for  eight  years,  and  received  his 
commissions  from  Gov.  Oglesby  and  Gov.  Bever- 
idge.  He  was  Assessor  and  Collector  of  Siillivant 
Township  for  seven  years.  He  h.as  served  as  dele- 
gate to  his  county  conventions  several  times,  so  it 
will  be  seen  that  he  truKy  has  been  a  valuable  and 
honorable  citizen  of  Ford  County. 

Mr.  Miner  is  a  charter  member  of  Lodge  No.  358, 
I.  O.  0.  F.,  at  Gutlirie,  111.,  and  a  member  of  Broth- 
er's Encampment  No.  158,  and  of  Canton  Ford  No. 
55,  of  Gibson,  111.  He  is  an  officer  in  all  of  these 
orders.  Mrs.  Miner,  the  present  wife  of  our  subject, 
is  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  her  girlhood  days  were  spent 
in  Champaign  County,  111.  She  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  Michigan,  Illinois  and  Ohio,  and 
was  one  of  the  successful  teachers  in  Douglas 
County,  111.,  for  some  time.  She  has  been  a  valu.able 
helpmate  of  her  husband  man}'  years,  and  the  Miner 
household  is  known  far  and  wide  for  its  hospitality. 
Addie  L.,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miner, 
is  the  wife  of  Campbell  G.  Brotherlon,  a  dealer  in 
grain,  in  Guthrie, 111.  They  have  two  children,  both 
sons,  Roy  E.  .and  Floyd  W.  IMr.  and  Mrs.  Brother- 
ton  are  members  of  the  Urst  Presbyterian  Churcli 
of  Gibson,  111.  Mr.  Brotherton  is  a  Democrat,  in 
politics. 


'iQc^ 
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I-HLIP     EPPELSHRIMER,     a    prominent 
farmer  of  AVall  Township  residing  on  sec- 

Ttion  3,  is  of  German  birth.  He  was  born 
on  the  29th  of  December,  1845,  in  Hesse 
Darmstadt,  and  is  a  son  of  Philip  Eppelsheimer, 
Sr.,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  the  s.ame  locality. 
He  is  now  seventy-three  years  of  age  and  resides 
with  our  subject.  B}'  trade,  he  was  a  carpenter 
and  cabinet-maker  and  also  engaged  in  farming. 
In  his  native  land,  he  served  as  an  Artilleryman 
for  three  years.  He  married  Margaretta  Stieb,  also 
a  native  of  German}-,  who  is  still  living  with  her 
son.  In  the  family  are  six  children  and  two  died 
in  Germany.  Those  living  are;  Philip,  of  this 
sketch;  Jacob,  a  resident  of  Oilman,  111.;  George, 


who  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Wall  Township; 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  Joe  Adams  Weston,  of  McLean 
County;  Catherine,  wife  of  Levi  Pfat,a  resident  of 
Fairbury.  111.,  and  Lewis,  who  is  eng.aged  in  the 
agricultural  implement  business  in  Oilman,  III. 
The  family  came  to  America  in  1867,  sailing  from 
Hamburg  and  reaching  New  York  nine  days  later. 
From  thence  they  went  to  Ottawa,  111.,  and  after- 
ward came  to  Ford  County,  wliere  the  fatlier  rented 
a  farm.  He  purchased  land  in  1871,  on  section  4, 
Wall  Township,  where  his  son  now  resides,  and 
where  he  is  living  a  retired  life.  In  his  political 
afiiliations,  he  is  a  Republican  and  himself  .and 
f.amily  are  all  members  of  the  Evangelical  Protest- 
ant Church. 

Our  subject  spent  the  d.ays  of  his  boyhood  under 
the  parental  roof  and  in  his  native  land  learned 
the  cabinet-maker's  trade  and  followed  farming. 
At  the  age  of  twenty  years,  he  entered  the  Army, 
serving  as  a  member  of  the  Third  Infantry  for  six- 
teen months,  and  participating  in  the  war  with 
Austria.  In  the  battle  of  Hessbach,  he  was 
wounded  by  a  gun-shot  in  the  arm  and  was  cap- 
tured and  held  a  prisoner  for  a  week,  but  was  re- 
leased through  the  intercession  of  the  Princess  of 
Prussi.a.  When  a  young  man  of  twentj-twoyears, 
he  bade  good-bye  to  his  old  home  and  sailed  for 
America.  He  worked  for  his  father  for  seven  years 
and  then  purch.ased  land — an  eighty-acre  tract  on 
section  3,  W.all  Township,  where  he  still  resides. 
His  landed  possessions  now  aggregate  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres,  all  of  which  are  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation  and  well  supplied  with  good  build- 
ings and  the  modern  improvements  and  accessories 
which  go  to  make  up  a  model  farm  of  the  nine- 
teenth century.  He  engages  in  general  farming 
and  stock-raising  and  is  an  energetic  and  straight- 
forward business  man  who  has  the  confidence  of 
all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact. 

Mrs.  Eppelsheimer  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Margaretta  Walldorf.  She  was  born  in  the  same 
village  as  her  husband  and  came  to  this  country 
seven  j'cars  later.  Their  marri.age  was  celebrated 
in  Ford  County,  January  28,  1874.  They  have 
no  children  of  their  own  but  have  adopted  two, 
children  of  the  lady's  sister.  In  politics,  Mr. 
Eppelsheimer  has  been  a  stalwart  Kepublican  since 
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he  cast  his  flrst  Presidential  vote  for  Gen.  U.  S. 
Grant  in  1872.  He  lias  filled  the  ofBce  of  School 
Director  for  fifteen  years  and  was  Road  Supervisor 
for  five  3'ears,  his  long-continued  service  showing 
that  his  duties  were  faithfully  discharged  and  in  a 
prompt  and  efficient  manner.  He  is  recognized  as 
a  successful  farmer,  as  well  as  one  of  the  leading 
citizens'of  Wall  Township. 


1 EORGE  W.  PRESTON,  an  honored  veteran 
,  of  tlie  late  war,  who  now  owns  and  operates 
^i^  a  good  farm  on  section  8,  Dix  Township, 
claims  Ohio  as  the  State  of  his  nativity.  He  was 
born  near  Newark,  on  the  10th  of  November,  18.39, 
and  is  a  son  of  .Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Harding)  Pres- 
ton. The  father  was  also  a  native  of  Ohio,  and 
w.as  of  English  descent,  while  the  mother's  family 
was  of  German  lineage.  Tlie  father's  death  occurred 
in  May,  18G6.  Mrs.  Preston  is  still  living,  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  seventy-seven  years.  In  their  fam- 
ily were  eleven  children,  as  follows:  Mary,  wife  of 
George  W.  Sandford,  .Tudge  of  tlie  County  Court, 
and  a  resident  of  Morgan  County,  Mo.;  George,  of 
tliis  sketch;  Martha  .7.,  now  deceased;  William  N., 
a  miller  by  trade,  residing  near  Bloomfield,  Mo.; 
Calista  A.,  wife  of  Napoleon  Wright,  a  farmer  re- 
siding in  Gibson  City;  Sarah  E.  and  Aleatha,  both 
of  whom  are  now  deceased;  Samuel  H.,  a  farmer  re- 
siding in  Dix  Township;  .Jacob,  a  dealer  in  farm 
implements  and  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Gibson  City; 
Henry  T.,  a  horse-dealer  of  Gibson  City;  and  Wal- 
ter W.,  the  youngest,  is  deceased. 

Our  subject  spent  the  days  of  liis  boyhood  and 
youth  upon  his  father's  farm,  and  in  the  winter 
season  attended  the  district  schools  until  about 
twenty  years  of  age.  At  the  age  of  twenty- two,  he 
left  home  and  began  working  upon  a  farm  by  the 
month,  but  when  the  war  broke  out  enlisted  in 
1861.  He  became  a  member  of  Company  C,  Sev- 
enty-sixth Oliio  Infantry,  and  was  mustered  into 
service  at  Newark.  The  first  engagement  in  which 
he  participated  was  at  Ft.  Donelson.  He  after- 
ward met  the    enemy  at    the  battles    of  Pittsburg 


Landing,  Shlloh,  Corinth,  Arkansas  Post,  Jackson, 
Miss.,  Black  River,  Canton,  Lookout  Mountain, 
Mission  Ridge  and  Ringgold,  where  he  was 
wounded,  a  minie  ball  entering  his  left  thigh,  an- 
other his  right  leg,  while  the  tliird  entered  the 
lower  part  of  his  neck  and  came  out  under  tlie  left 
shoulder-blade.  He  was  also  in  the  siege  of  Vicks- 
burg  for  forty -seven  days.<-  After  being  wounded, 
he  was  discharged  on  account  of  disability,  and  re- 
turned to  his  home  in  Ohio. 

When  he  had  partially  recovered  his  health,  Mr. 
Preston  began  working  as  a  farm  hand  liy  the 
montii.  December  8,  1864,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  .Miss  Catherine,  daughter  of  Simon  and 
Hannali  (Marple)  Haas.  They  hav(.>  no  children 
of  their  own,  but  have  an  adopted  son,  William  C. 

Mrs.  Preston's  girlhood  days  were  spent  in 
Licking  County,  Ohio,  where  she  was  born  Febru- 
ary 12,  1840.  She  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools.  She  had  three  brothers  and  three  sisters: 
Ezra  Haas,  who  is  a  resident  of  Wabash  County, 
Ind.,  is  a  commercial  man  and  is  married;  Harriet 
is  the  wife  of  Daniel  Larason,  a  resident  of  Utica, 
Ohio,  and  a  farmer;  Mrs.  Preston  is  next  in  order 
of  birth;  the  next  was  an  infant  who  died;  Frank, 
a  resident  of  Newark,  Ohio,  is  a  merchant  and  is 
married;  Charlotte  M.  is  the  wife  of  Wilson 
Wright,  a  furnilvire  dealer  and  undertaker,  of 
Rushs3ivania,  Ohio.  She  is  the  youngest.  Neither 
of  Mrs.  Preston's  parents  are  living.  .She  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of 
Gibson  and  a  charter  member  of  the  Woman's 
Relief  Corps  of  the  same  place.  She  has  been  a 
valuable  helpmate  to  her  husband  and  has  traveled 
the  path  of  life  hand  in  hand  with  him  for  over  a 
quarter  of   a    century. 

Mr.  Preston  has  been  a  member  of  the  School 
Board  for  nine  years,  which  shows  that  he  is  a  de- 
voted friend  of  the  public  schools,  that  bulwark  of 
the  Nation.  Mr.  Preston  cast  his  first  Presidential 
vote  for  the  Martyr  President,  Abraham  I>incoln, 
and  has  ever  since  been  true  to  the  principles  of 
Republicanism. 

The  adopted  son,  AVilliam  C,  was  taken  into 
the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Preston  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  months  and  found  there  true  and  loving 
friends  whose  kind  and  patient  care  h.as  provided 
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him  a  comfortable  and  happy  home  and  given  him 
a  good,  i)iaelical  education.  He  will  probably 
pass  his  life  as  an  agriculturist. 

Mr.  Preston  continued  to  reside  in  the  State  of 
hi.s  nativit.v  until  1808,  when  he  came  with  his 
wife  to  Illinois  and  settled  in  McLean  County, 
near  Bloomington.  He  was  there  engaged  in  farm- 
ing for  seven  years,  and  in  187u  came  to  Ford 
County,  since  which  time  he  has  resided  upon  his 
present  farm  on  section  8,  Dix  Township.  He 
there  has  a  pleasant  home  and  a  good  [iroperty. 
His  fellow-townsmen,  recognizing  his  Avorth  and 
ability,  have  frequently  called  u|ion  him  to  serve 
in  public  positions  of  trust.  He  filled  the  ottice  of 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  four  years,  was  Tax  Col- 
lector for  one  year  and  at  this  writing  (in  the 
summer  of  1892)  is  serving  as  Township  Trustee. 
In  his  social  relations,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Army  Post  of  Gibson  City.  He  was  a  loyal  soldier 
during  the  late  war,  and  has  been  alike  true  to 
every  trust  reposed  in  him. 


^^  RAIG  GILMORE,  one  of  the  extensive 
(l(  land-owners  and   a    well-known   farmer  of 

'^^^■'  Drummer  Township,  makes  his  home  on 
section  26.  As  he  has  a  wide  acquaintance 
throughout  the  community,  we  feel  assured  that 
this  sketch  of  his  life  will  prove  of  interest  to  many 
of  our  readers.  He  was  born  in  Harristm  County, 
Ohio,  January  7,  1837,  and  is  a  son  of  Nathaniel 
and  Mary  (Craig)  Gilmore.  The  paternal  grand- 
father, Samuel  Gilmore,  was  born  in  Count}'  Cavan, 
Ireland,  and  when  a  lad  came  to  America,  first  lo- 
cating in  Pennsylvania,  from  which  State  he  emi- 
grated to  Ohio  in  1803.  He  married  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Buchanan,  a  distant  relative  of  President 
Buchanan  and  they  reared  a  family  of  seven  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  During  the 
War  of  1812,  he  enlisted  in  the  service  of  his 
adopted  country,  and  while  in  the  service  he  was 
taken  sick  near  Lake  Michigan,  and  was  carried  to 
his  home  on  a  bed  borne  by  ten  of  his  comrades, 
dying  four  days   later,  September  6,  1814. 

Nathaniel  Gilmore  was  born  in  1803,  and  in  the 


usual  manner  of  farmer  lads  was  reared  to  man- 
hood in  Harrison  County,  Ohio.  In  November, 
1828,  he  wedded  Mary  Craig,  and  they  remained 
in  that  county  until  1847,  when  they  went  to  Bel- 
mont County,  Ohio,  and  in  the  spring  of  1852  re- 
moved to  McLean  County,  111.,  where  the  death  of 
the  father  occurred  in  November,  1855.  The  mo- 
ther became  a  resident  of  Champaign  County,  111., 
in  1881,  and  on  the  21st  of  December,  1884,  was 
called  to  her  final  rest.  They  had  a  family  of 
twelve  children.  The  parents  were  adherents  of 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church  and  were  promi- 
nent and  liighly  respected  people.  In  jiolitics,  Mr. 
Gilmore  was  a  Democrat. 

Our  subject  acquired  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Ohio  and  Illinois,  and  under  the  par- 
ental roof  remained  until  18G9,  when  he  came  to 
Ford  County,  since  which  time  he  has  resided  on 
the  farm  which  is  yet  his  home.  On  the  25tli  of 
March  of  that  year,  he  led  to  the  marriage  altar 
Miss  Ruth  E.  Richey,  who  was  born  on  the  30th  of 
January,  1837,  and  is  a  daughter  of  John  M.  and 
Ann  (Gilmore)  Richey,  both  of  whom  were  of  Irish 
extraction.  John  M.  Richey  is  a  native  of  Harri- 
son Count}',  Ohio,  born  November  2,  1808.  He 
was  reared  as  a  farmer  and  acquired  his  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  county.  Mrs. 
Richey  was  a  native  of  Jefferson  County,  Ohio, 
born  April  16,  1817,  and  died  in  1880.  Their 
f.amily  consisted  of  nine  children,  seven  of  whom 
are  yet  living:  Ruth  E.,  now  Mrs.  Gilmore;  Eliza 
Jane,  wife  of  Samuel  McFadden;  Arabella,  wife  of 
James  McFadden;  Thomas,  a  farmer  of  Cadiz,  Ohio; 
Robert  G.,  residing  in  Mary  ville.  Mo.;  Samuel,  in 
Harrison  County,  Ohio;  Mattie,  wife  of  Charles 
Osborne.  Mr.  Richey,  now  almost  eighty-four 
years  of  age,  while  this  sketch  is  being  prepared  is 
a  visitor  at  the  home  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Gil- 
more. 

The  union  of  Sir.  and  Mrs.  Gilmore  has  been 
blessed  with  a  family  of  five  children,  three  sons 
and  two  daughters:  Edwin  S.,  John  R.,  Annie  M., 
Ida  B.  and  Craig  M.  Mi-s.  Gilmore  is  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  Gilmore  has  been 
one  of  the  influential  men  in  the  erection  of  the 
beautiful  church  edifice  in  Gibson,  111.  In  politics, 
Mr.  Gilmore  is  a  Democrat  and  has  held  the  olUces 
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of  School  and  Township  Treasurer  for  fifteen  years, 
his  long  continued  service  attesting  his  faithful 
performance  of  duty.  He  is  a  large  landowner, 
and  is  a  man  of  good  business  ability,  sagacious  and 
far-sighted,  and  it  has  been  principally  through  his 
own  efforts  that  he  has  won  his  excellent  success. 
He  is  one  of  those  oi)en-iiearted  and  generous  men, 
wlio  is  well  liked  and  respected  bj'  his  many 
friends. 


ji?  EWIS  E.  BRESSIE.  Among  the  well-known 
I  (^  business  men  of  Roberts,  111.,  none  are 
/IL^  more  worthy  of  representation  in  this 
volume  than  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch.  Mr.  Bressie  is  a  native  of  Washington 
Count}-,  Ind.,  was  born  April  17,  184.5,  and  is  a 
son  of  William  F.  and  Ann  (Finger)  Bressie.  His 
father  was  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  was  reared  in 
that  State  and  North  Carolina  until  the  age  of 
twenty-two  years.  He  learned  the  trade  of  a  boat- 
carpenter,  but  spent  the  most  of  his  life  as  an  agri- 
culturist. He  was  born  March  8,  1808,  and  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools.  He  died  July  9, 
1880,  in  Wasliington  Count}-,  Ind.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  was  born  in  North  C'arolina,  March 
15,  1815,  was  reared  in  Indiana,  and  died  August 
12,  1884.  Both  were  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Bressie,  our  subject,  spent  his  boyhood  days 
in  Washington  County,  Ind.,  and  his  education 
was  .acquired  in  the  common  schools.  He  was 
reared  as  an  agriculturist  until  the  age  of  twenty- 
two  years.  He  was  one  of  the  heroes  of  the  Civil 
War,  enlisting  in  Company  C,  One  Hundred  and 
Seventeenth  Indiana  Infantry,  in  April,  1863,  un- 
der Capt.  Stephen  B.  Sales,  who  afterward  com- 
manded the  rcsjiment.  Mr.  Bressie  was  engaged 
in  guard  duty  at  Indianapolis,  from  there  went  to 
Camp  Nelson,  Ky.,  and  then  marched  through  to 
Greenville,  Tcnn.,  to  meet  Gen.  Johnson,  the  noted 
Rebel  commander.  He  thence  returned  to  Bulls 
Gap,  afterward  went  to  Cumberland  Gap,  and  later 
to  near  Knoxville  to  do  guard  duty  during  tlie 
siege.     Their  object  was  to  keep  Gen.   Longstreet 


from  entering  Kentucky.  This  was  the  army  life 
and  record  of  Mr.  Bressie  until  his  term  expired. 
From  Strawberry  Plains,  the  brigade  went  to 
Bean's  Station,  and  here  the  regiment  was  sur- 
rounded by  the  Rebels.  In  the  skirmish,  seven  of 
Mr.  Bressie"s  company  and  twenty-three  of  tiie 
regiment  were  captured.  On  the  5th  of  December, 
1863,  tlie  regiment  again  met  Gen.  Longstreet's 
army  near  Blaine's  Cross  Roads  in  Tennessee. 
The}-  were  held  in  check  until  Christmas  Day,  then 
returned  to  Strawberry  Plains  to  guard  Knoxville 
in  keeping  Longstreet's  army  back;  here  they 
remained  until  the  cold  New  Year's  Day  so  well 
remembered  by  the  soldiers,  thence  went  to  Cum- 
berland Gap,  where  two-thirds  of  the  regiment 
were  bare-footed  .and  without  overcoats.  All  ]\Ir. 
Bressie  had  on  his  feet  that  cold  day  during  the 
march  of  twenty-three  miles  was  a  pair  of  soles 
fastened  with  thongs  of  hide,  and  two-thirds  of 
the  regiment  were  in  the  same  condition.  He  re- 
enlisted,  January  25,  1865,  in  Company  C,  One 
Hundred  and  Forty-fourth  Indiana  Infantry,  for 
oije  year.  The  regiment  was  sent  frnm  Indian- 
apolis to  Harper's  Ferry  and  there  his  division,  un- 
der Gen.  Hancock,  was  ordered  to  Winchester, 
where  they  remained  until  the  close  of-  the  wai-, 
when  oiu'  subject  was  honorably  discharged,  Aug- 
ust 12,  1865,  near  Winchester. 

On  the  4th  of  January,  1866,  Mr.  Bressie  mar- 
ried Miss  Sarah  Ann  Supplee,  daughter  of  Edward 
and  Rebecca  (Griffiths)  .Supplee.  They  were  mar- 
ried near  Salem,  Ind.,  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Bressic's 
parents,  and  by  their  union  have  been  born  three 
children,  two  sons  and  a  daughter:  Albert  J.,  who 
wedded  Miss  May  Moore,  is  an  engineer  on  the 
Illinois  Central  Railroad.  Charles  E..  who  engaged 
with  the  same  company,  has  been  faithful  to  his 
duties  and  is  a  trusted  employe.  He  wedded  Miss 
Jennie  Hawthorne.  Minnie  Bertha  died  at  the  age 
of  six  years,  four  months  and  six  days. 

Mrs.  Bressie  was  born  June  30,  1840,  in  Beaver 
County,  Pa.,  and  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools.  She  was  reared  in  her  native  State  until 
thirteen  years  of  age,  when  she  became  a  resident 
of  New  Albany,  Ind.  She  was  the  eighth  in  a 
family  of  ten  children,  and  with  the  exception  of 
herself  all  are  now  deceased.     Her  father  and  mo- 
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ther  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The  former 
was  born  March  17,  1803,  and  died  December  24, 
1878.  He  wiis  an  ornamental  pListerer  by  trade 
and  worked  in  Pittsburg,  Cincinnati  and  Louis- 
ville. In  religious  faith,  he  was  a  true  Baptist, 
was  a  man  of  known  integritj-,  whose  word  was  as 
good  as  his  bond,  and  he  was  highly  regarded  by 
all.  His  wife  was  born  JMarcli  26,  1802,  and  died 
June  9, 1882.  Slie  wjis  a  Baptist  in  religious  belief, 
was  an  educated  lady  and  a  woman  of  more 
than  ordinary  talent  and  ability.  Mr.  Supplee  was 
interred  in  Mill  Creok  Cemetery,  Washington 
County,  Ind.  After  the  death  of  her  husband, 
Mrs.  Supplee  made  her  home  with  Mrs.  Bressie 
and  there  died.  Her  remains  were  interred  in  the 
cemetery  of  Koberts. 

Mrs.  Bressie  has  in  her  possession  two  valuable 
pieces  of  needle-work.  One  of  these,  worked  on 
satin,  is  supposed  to  have  been  made  in  1773,  and 
the  other,  on  linen,  was  made  in  1798.  These  are 
among  the  oldest  relics  in  Ford  County.  The  age 
of  these  has  made  them  very  valuable  and  Mrs. 
Bressie  was  offered  $50  for  the  satin  piece,  which 
was  wanted  for  the  Centennial  of  1876. 

Mr.  Bressie  emigrated  to  Ford  County  in  1874, 
located  in  Roberts  and  followed  his  ti-ade  of  plas- 
tering until  1885.  In  that  year,  he  embarked  in 
the  boot  and  shoe  and  harness  business,  which  he 
continued  until  the  spring  of  1888,  when  he  sold 
out  and  bought  a  general  store  of  the  old  firm 
known  as  Flora  cVr  Newman,  who  had  been  general 
merchants  for  some  years.  Mr.  Bressie  embarked 
in  general  merchandising  in  1888,  and  he  has  been 
one  of  tlie  jiushing  merchants  of  Roberts  ever  since. 
By  his  fair  dealing  and  honest  treatment  of  his 
man 3'  patrons,  he  is  doing  a  good  business  year  by 
year.  He  is  known  as  a  man  of  integrity,  and  his 
courtesy  to  all  is  sure  to  win  for  him  success. 

Mr.  Bressie  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  senti- 
ments and  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  R.  B. 
Hayes.  lie  has  been  actively'  connected  with  the 
upbuilding  of  his  county's  interests  and  has  been  a 
delegate  a  numlier  of  times  to  his  county  conven- 
tions, and  has  tilled  the  position  of  chairman  of 
Lyman  Township  Republican  Central  Committee. 
He  acted  as  .Justice  of  the  Peace  in  the  township 
of  Lyman    for   about   four   years.     .Social Ij^,    Mr. 


Bressie  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  lodge  of  (Jib- 
son  Cit}'.  He  was  first  a  meml)er  of  Bucklej' 
Lodge  in  1874.  He  also  holds  membership  with 
the  Grand  Armj'  Post  No.  500,  of  Melvin,  and  is  a 
chaitcr  member  of  Lyman  Lodge  No.  293,  Knights 
of  Pythias,  of  Roberts.  He  li.as  held  important  of- 
fices in  tliis  thriving  order.  Mrs.  Bressie  is  a 
member  of  the  Congregation.al  Cliurch  of  Roberts. 
Thej-  are  cLassed  among  the  re|)resentative  and 
honored  citizens  of  Lyman  Township  and  are  held 
in  high  regard  by  all  for  their  sterling  wortli  and 
integrity. 


^(OHN  A.  PENCE,  dealer  in  <1rugs,  medi- 
cines, paints,  oils,  and  wall-jjaper  in  Gibson 
City,  is  a  native  of  Ohio.  He  was  born  in 
'  Adams  County  on  the  26th  of  January, 
1859,  and  is  a  son  of  F.  S.  and  .Sarah  .7.  (McNeil) 
Pence,  both  of  whom  were  also  natives  of  the 
Buckeye  State.  In  the  family  were  only  two  chil- 
dren, our  subject  and  a  sister.  The  father  is  a  car- 
penter by  trade.  In  1867,  he  came  to  Illinois, 
locating  in  DeWitt  County,  and  in  1884,  he  went 
to  Edwai'ds  County,  Kan.,  where  he  and  his  wife 
still  reside. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  a  lad  of  about 
eight  summers  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to 
Illinois.  His  education  was  acquired  in  the  schools 
of  Kenney,  DeWitt  County,  and  during  the  sum- 
mer months  he  worked  on  a  farm  for  some  five  or 
six  j-ears.  When  about  seventeen  years  of  ,age, 
he  entered  a  drug  store  as  salesman  and  has  been 
connected  with  that  line  of  ))usiness  continuously 
since.  After  clerking  in  Kenney  for  several  years, 
he  managed  a  store  for  W.  McCraig,  in  Beason, 
for  about  a  year,  when  the  store  was  sold.  Through 
the  aid  of  his  former  employer,  he  became  man- 
ager of  a  store  in  Cooksville,  McLean  County,  re- 
maining in  charge  for  about  a  ^car,  when  that 
store  was  sold.  In  July,  1884,  Mr.  Pence  came  to 
Gibson  City  and  began  clerking  for  Drs.  Ragsdale 
&  Baughmaii,  who  were  then  runninga  drug  store. 
Having  clerked  until  September    23,   1887,  he  ac- 
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quired  a  half  interest  in  the  business,  the  firm  be- 
coming Ragsdale  &  Pence.  In  April,  1889,  our 
subject  bought  out  his  partner's  interest  and  lias 
since  been  sole  proprietor. 

Mr.  Pence  was  married  on  the  IGtii  of  June, 
1S87,  toMiss  Fannie  F.  Canterbury,  a  native  of 
Illinois.  Siie  is  a  most  estimable  lady  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Christian  Church.  The  young 
couple  are  well  and  favorably  known  in  this  com- 
munity, where  thej-  have  many  friends. 

In  his  political  affiliations,  Mr.  Pence  is  a  Demo- 
crat, and,  socially,  is  a  member  of  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America.  Through  courtesy  and 
close  attention  to  business,  he  has  secured  a  liberal 
patronage  and  lias  won  general  confidence.  He  is 
a  progressive  j'oung  business  man  and  deserves 
success  in  his  chosen  work. 


1  RNEST  a.  REINHARDT,  M.  D.  The  pro- 
fessional man  is  one  of  the  important  fac- 
/*' — '-^  tors  in  the  personnel  of  a  community,  and 
the  physicians,  especially,  should  be  represented, 
so  we  here  record  the  life  sketch  of  Dr.  E.  G.  Rein- 
hardt  of  Lyman  Township,  one  of  the  leading  and 
rising  physicians  of  Ford  County,  who  stands  high 
in  his  profession,  as  well  as  a  gentleman  and  citi- 
zen. He  is  a  native  of  Golconda,  Tope  County, 
111.,  and  was  born  September  7,  1863,  and  was  the 
sixth  in  a  family  of  eight  childreu,  viz:  five  sons 
and  three  daughters,  l)Orn  unto  Carl  Frederick  and 
Wilhelmina  (Schmidt)  Reinhardt.  There  are  four 
of  the  children  living:  Charles  A.,  resides  in  Gol- 
conda, 111.,  and  by  trade  is  a  contractor  and  builder. 
At  present  he  is  engaged  in  the  furniture  busines.s. 
He  is  married.  The  Doctor  is  next  in  order  of 
l)irth  living ;  Clara  W.  is  the  wife  of  Sim  V.  Clana- 
lian,  who  resides  in  Golconda,  111.  He  is  editor 
and  publisher  of  the  Herald  Enterprise,  a  newsy, 
folio  weekly  paper;  Robert  resides  in  Paducah, 
K_y.,  and  is  engaged  in  merchandising.  His  father 
was  a  native  of  the  city  of  Dresden,  Germany,  and 
was  born  l^ecomlier  4,  182.3,  and  died  November 
1,  1877.  He  w,as  a  polished  gentleman  in  culture 
and  education  and  spoke  with  fluency  five  different 


languages.  He  was  a  finished  student  in  the  gym- 
nasium. By  profession  he  was  a  landscape  de- 
signer, who  stood  high  in  liis  native  land  in  his 
chosen  occupation.  We  clip  from  a  diploma  which 
was  awarded  him  in  Germany: 

"This  certifies  to  the  fact  that  Carl  F.  Reinhardt 
was  for  three  3'ears  Associate  Landscape  Gardener 
with  Frederick  Muller  to  Fabian  Frederick  William 
Otto,  Count  of  Schlabrendorf  Seppan,  and  that  he 
stood  in  high  favor  with  the  Count,  as  well  as  his 
associate,  having  thoroughly  mastered  the  art  of 
landscape  gardening,  as  well  as  having  acquired  a 
thorough  knowledge  of   the  flora  of  that  region." 

His  father's  early  life  and  manhood  were  mostly 
spent  in  the  beautiful  city  of  Dresden.  At  the 
age  of  thirty-one,  he  and  his  family,  consisting  of 
his  wife  and  three  sons,  bade  adieu  to  their  native 
land  in  1854,  and  set  sail  for  America,  and  they 
landed  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  Md.  Thence  the}' 
went  to  Cincinnati,  and  from  there  to  Southern  Illi- 
nois, and  located  on  a  farm  near  Golconda,  remain- 
ing there  until  1856,  when  they  came  into  the  town 
to  reside.  He  was  a  stanch  friend  to  education  and 
all  those  measures  which  tend  to  elevate  mankind. 
He  devoted  his  time  while  a  resident  of  Illinois  to 
the  culture  of  flowers.  He  and  his  wife  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  Reinhardt  was 
a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows. He  was  a  stanch  Democrat  in  his  political 
belief.  In  his  younger  da^'s  he  was  a  triiveler  of 
some  note,  mostly  over  continental  Europe. 

The  mother  of  the  Doctor  was  a  well-educated 
lady  in  her  native  tongue.  .  She  was  a  native  of 
Roitzsch,  Germany,  and  was  born  September  9, 
18.30,  and  died  January  16,  1883.  The  remains  of 
the  Doctor's  parents  are  interred  in  the  Odd  Fellows' 
Cemetery  at  Golconda,  111.,  and  beautiful  head- 
stones mark  their  last  resting  place.  Dr.  Kein- 
hardt's  early  boyhood  days  were  spent  upon  the 
farm  until  three  3'ears  of  age,  when  his  parents 
came  to  the  town  to  reside,  where  he  remained  un- 
til the  age  of  seventeen,  and  his  time  was  devoted 
chiefly  to  attending  school.  Like  many  ambitious 
boj's,  the  Doctor  resolved  to  launch  out  in  life  on 
his  own  natural  resources,  so  at  the  age  of  seventeen, 
he  left  home,  and  all  the  capital  he  had  was  that  en- 
ergetic disposition  to  make  things  move.     His  first 
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time  was  taken  up  as  a  typo  in  a  printinor  office 
He  returned  home  after  an  absence  of  two  and  a 
half  years,  and  engaged  with  his  brother  in  mer- 
cantile life.  After  remaining  for  a  time,  he  then 
engaged  with  the  large  milling  firm  of  Nordyke, 
IMarnion  <fe  Co.,  of  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  where  he  was 
employed  a  portion  of  each  year  for  seven  years  with 
this  well-known  firm.  The  Doctor  is  a  gentleman 
who  possesses  much  natural  alnlity  and  acumen, 
and  this  well-known  firm  found  in  youug  Rein- 
hardt  a  valuable  man.  Industry,  energy  and  an 
indomitable  will  are  the  cardinal  characteristics  of 
a  successful  man's  life.  Up  to  this  time  he  had 
been  engaged  in  the  business  channels  of  life;  now 
he  resolved  to  enter  a  professional  life,  and  chose  the 
lield  of  medicine  and  surgery,  lie  read  medicine 
under  the  eminent  practitioner.  Dr.  J.  J.  Boone,  of 
Mt.  Victory,  Ohio,  where  he  made  rapid  progress. 
He  entered  the  Rusii  Medical  College  of  Chicago, 
in  September,  1888,  where  he  took  a  full  and  com- 
plete course  in  medicine  and  surgery,  and,  as  a  side 
study,  he  look  a  thorough  course,  under  Prof. 
Thurman  W.  Broph\',  in  Dental  Pathology  and 
Surgery.  He  graduated  March  30,  1891,  in  a  class 
of  over  two  hundred.  After  his  graduation,  he 
paid  his  old  home  a  visit,  ere  he  settled  down  to 
his  professional  life.  He  came  to  Roberts,  111., 
April  28,  1891,  where  he  has  laid  the  solid  founda- 
tion of  a  large  and  lucrative  practice.  The  Doc- 
tor has  made  a  most  favorable  impression  on  the 
people  of  the  vicinity  of  Roberts,  by  his  courteous 
and  gentlemanly  decorum,  as  well  as  by  his  skill 
in  his  profession.  He  is  associated  with  W.  H. 
Bend  in  the  drug  business,  carrying  a  full  line  of 
staple  drugs,  oils,  and  all  commodities  which  go  to 
make  up  a  good  drug  store.  He  is  public-spirited 
and  generous  to  all.  He  is  Chancellor  Commander 
of  the  K.  of  P.  Lodge  No.  293,  Roberts,  111. 

Dr.  Reinhardt's  and  Miss  Mamie  Hales'  wedding 
was  celebrated  May  31,  1891.  She  is  a  daughter 
of  Dr.  S.  F.  Hale,  and  was  born  January  5,  1866, 
in  Bunker  Hill,  111.  She  is  an  accomplished  lady. 
She  was  a  student  at  St.  Mary's  Academy  for  two 
years,  at  Notre  Dame,  Ind.,  and  spent  two  years  at 
the  New  England  Conservatory  of  Music,  at  Boston, 
Mass.  She  was  a  student  in  vocal  music  with  W. 
L.  Whitney,  son  of  Myron  W.  Whitney,  of  musical 


fame.  Mrs.  Dr.  Reinh.ardt  is  one  of  a  family  of  five 
brothers  and  one  sister.  Dr.  and  iNIrs.  Rcinliardt 
are  classed  among  the  most  prominent  citizens  of 
the  town  of  Roljerts,  111. 


•S^^ 


E^ 


ETEU    .1.    YKA(!ER,    a   general  merchant 
)  of  Guthrie,  III.,  i.s  one  of  the  leading  busi- 


7^  ness  men  of  Ford  County,  and  is  too  well 
known  to  need  any  special  introduction. 
He  w.as  born  in  Franklin  County,  Oliio,  \\)\-\\  10, 
1859,  and  is  the  eldest  child  in  a  family  of  six 
sons  and  one  daughter,  all  of  whom  are  now  liv- 
ing, as  follows:  Mr.  John  W.  Yeager  resides  in 
West  Jefferson,  Ohio,  is  a  merchant  and  is  married; 
August  resides  in  Derby,  Ohio,  and  is  also  a  mer- 
chant and  married;  Mary  E.  resides  on  the  old 
homestead  with  her  parents  near  Columbus,  Ohio; 
Michael  L.,  a  resident  of  Guthrie,  III.,  and  engaged 
m  agricultural  pursuits,  is  married;  Christ  J.,  a 
resident  of  AVest  Jefferson,  Ohio,  is  a  clothing 
merchant;  Stephen  A.,  who  is  the  3'oungest  of  the 
children,  is  a  resident  of  Guthrie,  III.,  and  is  en- 
gaged with  his  brother  Peter. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Peter  Yeager,  Sr., 
was  born  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  in  the  year  1830. 
He  is  a  gentleman  of  finished  education,  having 
graduated  from  the  (ierman  High  Schools.  After 
s|)eiiding  six  3ears  of  his  life  in  the  (ieiinan  army, 
he  concluded  to  seek  his  fortune  in  America,  so, 
early  in  the  spring  of  1858,  he  and  Mrs.  Yeager 
set  sail  from  Bremen  direct  to  New  York,  thence 
to  Columbus,  Ohio,  then  known  as  Franklinton. 

Landing  in  the  United  States  almost  penniless, 
his  German  spirit  of  industry  and  economy  .soon 
won  for  him  wealth  and  a  place  in  the  walks  of 
life  worthy  of  the  industrious  adopted  American 
citizen.  For  the  first  several  3-ears  in  America  he 
worked  at  his  trade,  that  of  a  boot  and  shoe  maker, 
then  followed  farming  for  a  couple  of  3'ears,  and 
was  then  engaged  in  merchandising  for  sixteen 
3'ears.  He  was  ver3'  successful  in  his  business,  and 
has  lately  retired  in  good  circumstances.  He  is 
still  living  at  the  age  of  alwut  sixty-two  years. 
The   mother  of   our  subject,  whose  maiden   name 
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was  Mary  Ness,  is  also  living  at  tlie  age  of  sixt}'- 
one  3'ears. 

The  b03'hood  days  of  our  sul)jeet  were  spent  as  a  ' 
salesman.  He  was  early  initiated  into  tiie  chan- 
nels of  mercantile  life,  and  those  principles  were 
thoroughly  grounded  in  his  composition  which 
formed  the  foundation  of  his  successful  career  as  a 
merchant.  He  spent  Ave  years  of  his  life  running 
a  grocery  wagon,  which  shows  that  he  was  ever 
ready  to  do  anything  to  turn  an  honest  penny. 
He  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools 
and  commenced  the  voyage  of  life  for  himself  at 
the  age  of  twenty  with  only  a  cai)ital  of  $500.  He 
left  his  native  State  to  locate  in  the  West  and 
selected  Guthrie,  111.,  as  his  base  of  future  opera- 
tions. He  opened  up  business  with  a  little  grocery 
store,  April  21,1879,  and  here  he  has  remained 
continuously  by  his  business,  with  that  push,  indus- 
try and  determination  which  are  his  cardinal 
characteristics. 

He  has  since  added  to  his  little  capital  of  1500, 
until  now  the  volume  of  his  property  aggregates 
$17,000.  His  present  stock  of  merchandise  is  es- 
timated at  15,000.  Mr.  Yeager  is  also  proprietor 
of  the  Guthrie  Creamery  and  owns  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  tillable  land  in  Dix  Township, 
and  other  property,  all  of  which  testifies  to  his 
enterprise  and  push  during  his  residence  in  Ford 
County  since  1879.  He  is  a  fair,  square-dealing 
business  man,  sagacious  and  practical,  and  enjoys 
the  entire  confidence  of  his  numerous  patrons. 

He  married  Miss  Maiy  Weller  December  6, 
1881,  and  there  have  been  born  to  this  union  two 
sons  and  three  daughters:  Frederick  P.,  Grover  C, 
Irene  E.,  Valeria  II.  and  Mary  E.,  all  of  whom  are 
now  living.  Mrs.  Yeager  is  a  daughter  of  Geoige 
Weller,  a  native  of  Germany.  lie  was  for  many 
years  a  resident  of  Ford  Country,  now  of  Nebraska. 
Mrs.  Yeager  was  educated  in  the  common  schools. 
She  has  three  brothers  and  one  sister.  The  eldest 
is  Lena,  wife  of  John  Ernest,  who  is  City  Engineer 
of  Iloopeston,  111.  John  Weller  resides  in  Ne- 
braska, follows  farming  and  is  married;  Mrs. 
Yeager  is  next;  George  and  Henry,  the  3^oungest, 
live  in  Nebraska. 

Mr.  Yeager  has  always  been  an  ardent  supporter 
of  the  Democratic  party  and  cast  his  first  Presiden- 


tial vote  for  Gen.  AVin  field  S.  Hancock.  He 
is  a  gentleman  who  has  been  very  pronounced  in 
his  political  views  but  not  so  radical  as  to  interfere 
with  his  business.  He  has  always  been  held  in 
high  esteem  by  his  friends  and  commands  their 
respect. 

Mr.  Yeager  was  the  elHcient  Postmaster  of  Guth- 
rie, 111.,  for  twelve  years.  He  received  his  com- 
mission from  President  Hayes  and  was  the  incum- 
bent of  the  office  from  1879  to  1891.  He  served 
under  Hayes,  Garfield,  Arthur,  Cleveland  and  a 
part  of  Harrison's  term  of  administration.  He 
tendered  his  resignation  in  the  year  1888,  wliich 
was  not  accepted  until  1891.  He  served  as  School 
Director  for  two  years  and  is  one  of  the  board  at 
present.  He  was  elected  Supervisor  of  Dix  Town- 
ship in  the  spring  of  1892,  on  the  People's  ticket, 
which  conclusively  shows  him  to  be  a  popular  cit- 
izen. He  has  proven  an  active  and  energetic  mem- 
ber of  the  board  and  is  on  more  committees  than 
an  J'  member  of  the  board.  He  aims  to  represent 
his  people  to   the  best  of   his  ability. 

He  has  filled  the  position  of  delegate  to  the  Dem- 
ocratic State  conventions,  as  well  as  delegate  to 
his  county  conventions,  and  was  Chairman  of  the 
county  convention  of  Ford   County  in  1892. 

He  is  a  member  in  high  standing  of  the  I  .O.  ( ).  F., 
of  Guthrie,  III.,  also  a  leading  member  of  the  En- 
campment and  Canton  Ford,  of  Ciibson,  III. 


HARLES  A.  COOK,  who  for  twenty-two 
years  has  resided  in  this  county,  is  now  en- 
gaged in  farming  on  section  30,  Pella  Town- 
ship, where  he  owns  a  fine  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  twent}'  acres.  His  pleasant  residence  is  sur- 
rounded by  good  barns  and  other  necessary  out- 
buildings, which  in  turn  lie  in  the  midst  of  well 
tilled  fields  which  yield  to  him  a  golden  tribute 
in  return  for  his  care  and  cultivation.  Every  im 
])rovement  upon  the  place  is  the  work  of  his  own 
hands  and  indicates  his  thrift  and  enterpiise. 

Mr.  Cook  is  a  native  of  London,  Province  of 
Ontario,  Canada.  He  was  born  Novembers,  1845, 
and  is  a  son  of  Charles  and  Rosetta  (Root)    Cook. 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


811 


His  father  was  born  in  England,  and  when  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  crossed  the  Atlantic  lo  Canada, 
where  he  was  employed  in  a  wholesale  store  in 
Hamilton  for  some  time.  He  was  there  married 
and  his  wife  died  about  1851.  In  1857,  he  came 
to  Chicago,  where  he  engaged  in  the  real-estate 
business  for  a  time  and  then  removed  to  St.  Louis. 
He  afterwards  returned  to  New  York  Cit}',  where 
he  held  the  position  of  Superintendent  of  the 
Howard  Mission.  He  is  now  living  near  London, 
Canada,  with  a  daughter.  The  children  of  the 
family  are  Charles  of  this  sketcli;  George,  who  is 
living  in  North  Dakota;  and  Mrs.  Mary  F.  Pember- 
ton,  a  widow  who  resides  at  Camden,  on  Lake 
Huron. 

Our  subject  spent  llie  (iist  twelve  years  of  iiis 
life  in  Canada,  and  then  removed  to  Chicago, 
where  lie  began  life  for  himself.  He  spent  one 
year  in  a  law  office  in  that  city,  after  which  he 
went  to  a  farm  in  Sandwich,  111.,  and  was  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits  for  fourteen  years.  On  the 
1 1th  of  December,  1870,  he  married  Angeline  Dean, 
wlio  was  born  in  Sandwich,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Nelson  and  Sarah  Dean,  both  of  Pennsylvania. 
They  are  now  deceased.  In  the  spring  of  1871, 
Mr.  Cook  came  with  his  young  wife  to  Ford 
County,  and  purchased  the  farm  on  which  he  now 
makes  his  home. 

In  July,  1877,  Mrs.  Cook  was  called  to  her  final 
rest,  after  which  our  subject  married  Carrie  Mon- 
telius,  daughter  of  Ed.  Montelius.  She  died 
in  1883,  leaving  two  children:  Charles,  now  thir- 
teen years  of  age;  and  JNIary  eleven  years  of  age. 
In  the  spring  of  1884,  Mr.  Cook  was  married  in 
Piper  City  to  Minnie  Montelius,  a  sister  of  his 
second  wife.  She  was  born  in  Freeport,  111.,  but 
was  reared  in  Piper  City,  where  her  parents  re- 
moved in  1879.  Three  children  have  been  born 
of  this  union:  Anna  Bertha,  born  in  August,  1885; 
Mertie,  born  in  December,  1887;  and  Josie,  born  in 
.June,  1891. 

Mr.  Cook  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity 
of  Piper  Cit}-,  and  his  wife  belongs  to  the  Method- 
ist Church.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote 
for  Grant  in  1868,  and  has  since  been  a  Republican. 
He  has  often  served  as  delegate  to  the  conventions 
of  his  party  and  is  a  warm  advocate  of  its    princi- 


ples. He  has  served  as  Commissioner  of  Highways 
for  thirteen  years  and  has  been  Treasurer.  He 
started  out  in  life  for  liimself  at  the  age  of  twelve 
and  since  that  time  has  been  dependent  on  liisown 
exertions.  Whatever  success  he  has  achieved  in 
life  is  due  to  his  unaided  efforts.  His  persistent 
industry,  enterprise  and  good  management  have 
won  him  a  comfortable  competence  and  his  life  may 
well  be  regarded  .as  a  successful  one. 


-^^ 


)HE  FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK,  of  Paxtoii, 
the  only  National  P>ank  in  Ford  County, 
was  iiicoriioiated  Ma}'  7,  1883,  witli  a  capi- 
tal of  150,000.  The  incorporators  were  S.  B.  Bush- 
nell,  W.  H.  Ilolcomb,  I.  N.  Perry,  A.  Samiile,  D.  A. 
Frederick,  J.  P.  Day  and  .T.  B.  Shaw. 

The  first  officers  were  President,  S.  B.  Buslinell; 
Vice-President,  .1.  P.  Day;  Cashier,  J.  B.  Shaw. 

On  the  12th  of  January,  1892,  Mr.  Bushnell  sold 
his  interest  and  retired,  and  J.  B.  Shaw  was  elected 
President,  F.  L.  Cook  succeeded  Mr.  J.  P.  Day  as 
Vice-President,  in  1884,  and  A.  S.  Bu.shnell  suc- 
ceeded J.  B.  vShaw  as  Casliier  in  1892.  These  last 
mentioned  are  the  present  officers  of  the  bank, 
while  tiie  present  Board  of  Directors  is  composed 
of  the  following  named  gentlemen:  F.  L.  Cook, 
C.  A.  Larson,  Dr.  S.  M.  Wylie,  W.  II.  lloltomb  and 
J.  B.  Shaw. 

The  bank  has  declared  since  its  organization 
dividends  to  the  amount  of  $40,000,  and  now  has 
a  surplus  of  110,000,  and  is  in  a  prosperous  condi- 
tion. 


AWRENCE  McGRAIL,  a  well-known 
farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  Drummer  Town- 
ship, residing  on  section  28,  w.as  born  in 
Ireland,  in  1827,  and  is  one  of  a  family  of  nine 
children  liorn  unto  .John  and  Maiy  (Kane)  Mc- 
Grail.  They  were  natives  of  the  same  county  as 
our  subject  and  were  there  reared  and  married. 
Of  their  family,  Patrick  and  John  are  now  de- 
ceased; Michael  is    the    next   younger;    Austin  is 
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also  deceased;  Ricliaid;  James  has  passed  from  this 
life;  Lawrence,  Charles;  and  two  children,  both 
of  wliom  bore  the  name  of  Mary,  are  deceased. 
The  father  of  this  family  was  a  farmer  and  fol- 
lowed that  occupation  throughout  his  entire  life. 
He  and  his  wife  never  left  the  old  home,  but  spent 
their  entire  lives  in  their  native  land.  Both  were 
members  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  iiistory  of  Law- 
rence McGrail,  who  acquired  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  land  and  remained  under  the 
parental  roof  until  thirty-two  years  of  age.  He 
then  married,  in  1859,  the  lady  of  his  choice  be- 
ing Maria  O'Mally,  also  a  native  of  the  Emerald 
Isle  and  a  daughter  of  Patrick  O'Mallj'.  By  their 
union  have  been  born  nine  children,  as  follows: 
Michael,  now  a  resident  of  AVasliiugton ;  Patrick, 
deceased;  Mary  and  Nora,  who  are  residents  of  St. 
Louis;  John,  James,  Charles,  Lawrence  and  Ella. 

It  was  in  1865  that  Mr.  McGrail,  accompanied 
by  his   family,  bade  good-bye   to  their  old  home 


and  crossed  the  broad  Atlantic  to  America.  He 
made  his  first  location  in  Chicago,  111.,  and  worked 
on  the  railroad  for  seventeen  years  as  section  fore- 
man, being  emploj'ed  by  the  Burlington  Railroad 
Company.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period,  he  re- 
moved to  Ford  County  and  has  since  resided  in 
Drummer  Township,  where  he  has  a  pleasant  home. 
In  connection  with  farming,  he  is  engaged  in  rais- 
ing fine  horses,  and  has  some  very  fine  animals 
upon  his  place. 

In  politics,  Air.  McGrail  supports  the  Republi- 
can part3',  but  is  not  strict!}'  partisan,  holding 
himself  free  to  vote  for  the  candidate  whom  he 
thinks  best  qualified  for  the  office.  Himself  and 
wife  hold  membership  with  the  Catholic  Churcli. 
Our  subject  need  never  regret  his  removal  to  this 
country,  for  here  he  has  found  a  pleasant  home, 
made  many  warm  friends  and  has  secured  a  comfort- 
able comi)etence  which  numbers  him  among  the 
substantial  citizens  of  the  community. 
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